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1 0 .  S e n t e nc e s .  

The Orokaiva language i s  spoken by s ome 2 5 , 0 0 0  people living i n  an 

area of about 2 5 0  square mi l e s  surroundi ng Popond e t t a  in t he Northern 

D i s tr i c t  o f  Pap ua . There are several diale c t s  o f  Orokaiva , and t he one 

used i n  this s t udy i s  spoken in the v i l lage o f  I s iv i t a . However , t here 

appears to have been c ons ide rab le mixing o f  dial e c t s  s ince the p opula­

t ion movement s a s s o c iat ed with the erup t ion o f  Mount Lami ngt on i n  1 9 5 1 .  

Oroka iva i s  one o f  s ome twe lve or more language s whi ch b e l ong t o  t he 

Binandere Family o f  language s .  

In  J une 1 9 6 7  t he authors spent two weeks i nve s t i gat i ng Orokaiva verbs 

and p re p aring s ome p re l iminary language lessons for use  o f  mi s s ionar i e s  

i n  t he Orokaiva are a . They were s t imu l a t ed i n  t h e i r  t a s k  by a manu­

s cript  c opy of "The Binandere Verb " kindly made avai lab l e  by Dr C ap e l l . 

Some rough not e s  were prepared on the verb s and other fac e t s  o f  t he 

grammar a s  a b a s i s  for l anguage l earning and further gramma t i c a l  enquiry . 
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Since t hen a l i t t le more re search has b e e n  p o s s i b le and t he not e s  have 

b e e n  cons iderab ly revi sed . However , they are s t i l l  cert ain t o  c ontain 

i nac curac i e s , and i t  is  with this  reservat ion t hat t he y  are made ava i l ­

ab le t o  a wider audience . 

The Orokaiva examp les  are p rovided w i t h  normal Eng l i s h  c ap i t a l i zat i on 

and p un c t uat ion , since int onat ion has not been analy zed . Affixes  are 

ident i fi e d  b y  t he f o l l owing abbreviat ions : abil ( it at i ve ) , avol ( i t i onal ) , 

C ( ont inuat ive ) S (equenc e ) , dep ( endent ) ,  des ( iderat i v e )  , fut (ure ) ,  

hab ( i t ua l ) , imp ( erat ive ) , ind ( i c at i ve ) , inf ( initive ) , int (errogat ive ) ,  

perm ( i s s ive ) , pl (ural ) , pres (ent ) , P (unc t i liar ) S ( equence ) ,  purp ( o s ive ) , 

rec ip ( ro c al ) , S ( imul t aneous ) A ( c t io n ) , s ( in) g (ular ) , subj ( e c t ) . When 

the ab sence of a suffix is s igni f i c ant , t he appropriate meaning is shown 

in  parent he s e s  in the li teral t rans lat ion . 

1 .  PHON O L OGY 

Orokaiva words c on s i s t  o f  s y l lab les  o f  any o f  the fol l owing type s : 

V ,  e v , v e , e v e . Many sequenc es  o f  two vowe ls and s ome o f  t hree vowe l s  

have been o b s e rved in  words . Sy l lab l e s  are c losed only w i t h  nas a l s  and 

t he only medial c ons onant c lus ters observed are m b , n d , and n g . Word­

final s y l lab le s may be c losed only by n ,  whi c h  appears as nasal i z at i on 

o f  t he vowe l o f  t he final s y l lable . Otherwi se , a l l  phoneme s occur in  

a l l  p e rmi s s ib le p o s i t i ons within words . 

The Orokaiva ort hography c ons i s t s  o f  t he fol lowing symb o l s : a,  b ,  d ,  

e, g ,  h ,  i ,  j ,  k ,  m ,  n ,  0 ,  p ,  r ,  5 ,  t ,  U ,  v ,  and w .  The se accurat e l y  

repre sent phoneme s e x cept i n  two respec t s . The labiodent a l  fri c a t i ve v 

and s emivowe l w are al lophones o f  a si ngle phoneme ; w precedes a and v 

p re c e d e s  t he other vowe l s . ( I n some l i t e rature w has a more limi t ed 

d i s t r ibution . )  Simi lar ly , r and d are al l ophones o f  a s ingle phoneme ; 

r o c curs b e tween vowe l s  and d oc curs in word initial p o s i t ion and fol­

l owing n .  The apparent e x c ept ions ( r a indicative , r e  int e rrogat ive , 

r a t e  ' bu t ' and r a m i ' kind of ' )  are probab ly enc lit i c s  and p ronoun c e d  as  

part o f  t he p re c eding word . 

The f i r s t  s y l lab le  o f  each Orokaiva word i s  stres sed . When h o c curs 

be tween uns t r e s s e d  vowe l s  it is  very light , and s omet ime s  seems to be  

quite  s i lent . I t s  phonemic status in these posit ions needs inve s t i gat ing 

in  e ac h  main dialec t .  In word-ini t i a l  p o s i t ion and me dially preceded b y  

n ,  9 i s  a voiced  s t op ; b e tween vowe l s  i t  i s  a v o i c e d  ve lar fri c at ive . 

The na s a l  n i s  ve lar when i t  o c c ur s  be fore g .  The j i s  a voiced  alveo­

palatal affricat e . 



2 .  V E R B S  
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The morphology and usage o f  t he verb s i s  b y  far t he most d i fficult 

fac et o f  Orokaiva grammar . Ver b s  c on s i s t  o f  a s t em - e i ther s imp le or 

c omp le x , intrans i t ive or t rans i t ive o r  d i t ransitive - followed b y  up t o  

four suffixes t o  ind i c at e  tense , s ubj e c t  person-and-number , and mood . 

A l l  verb forms appear t o  b e  in  t he a c t ive v o i c e . 

2 .  1 . VER B  STEMS 

I n  the  far past tense a s imp le verb such as p o e k e a  'I broke ' c ons i s t s  

o f  j ust  two part s : t he s imp l e  s t em p o e k e  ' brea k ' and t h e  ind i c at i ve suf­

fix -a ( tense and p e r s on are unmarke d ) . 

On t he other hand a c omp l e x  verb such as a r e p o  e a  'I c o u g h e d ' c on­

s i s t s  of t hree part s : an uninfl e c t ab le word o r  adj unc t  a r e p o ,  t he s t e m  

e ,  and t he s u f f i x  - a  as above . T h e  adj unc t a r e p o  h a s  no meaning o r  

usage apart f rom t h i s  c omb ination w i t h  e .  A l s o , t he s t em e h a s  l o s t  

mo st  o f  i t s  usual meaning o f  ' do ' ,  ' m a k e ' ( or ' sa y ' ? )  and i s  r e a l l y  

func t i oning as a n  aux i l iary in thi s c omb inat ion w i t h  a r e p o . In fact the  

c omb inat ion a r e p o  e may be  treated as a c omp lex verb s t em which takes 

inflect i onal suffi x e s  ( on its  s e c ond e lement ) j ust  as  simp le verb s t ems 

d o . However a r e p o  and e are t re ated as separate words rat her t han a 

c ompound b e cause the part i c le m i n e ' e a c h  o t her ' and the adve rb s e r e 

' s t i l l ' and m a n e  ' n o t ' c ome be tween t hem . 

The s t em o f  a verb may b e  modi fied to  indi cate a rep e t i t ive a c t i o n  

or ( i f  t rans i t i ve ) a p l ura l ob j e ct by t h e  u s e  o f  a redup l i cat i ve p re f i x  

o r  a s u ffix o r  b ot h . Seve ral diffe rent way s o f  mark ing s t ems for p lur­

a l i t y  have been o b s e rved , but as these are only part ly p re d i c t ab le from 

the shape of the s t e m ,  the p lural form o f  e ach ve rb needs  t o  be  l i s t e d  

i n  a n  Orokaiva di c t i onary . 

( 1 )  Redup l i c ation o f  first C V  or VC o f  st ems ending in ke 

S ingular P lural 

w a e ke wa - w a e k e s h u t  

h i r i k e h i - h i r i k e o p e n  

t i u k e  t i - t i u ke cu t 

u h u ke u h - u h u k e  b l ow 

( 2  ) Suffix - r e k e  o n  st ems ending in g e  or ke 

e g e  e g e - r e ke was h  

a g e  a g e - r e ke c o o k  

t i g e t i g e - r e k e  t i e  

t o g e  t o g e - r e ke wrap up 
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S i ngular Plural 

i k e i ke - r e k e g i v e  

v e k e  v e k e - r e k e  s h arpe n  

( 3 ) Su ffi x - k e r e k e  on s ingle s y l l ab le  s t ems 

e e - ke r e k e  d o  

k i k i - k e r e k e s e e  

v e  v e - ke r e k e  fa l l  

t e  t e - ke r e k e  h i t  

( 4  ) Suffix - j e k e  o r  - p u j e k e on s tems ending in m b u  

h u m b u  h u m b u - j e ke , 

h u m b u - p u j e k e
} fe t c h  

J i m b u  j i m b u - j e ke, 

j i m b u - p u j e k e
} marry 

k a m b u  k a m b u - j e ke , 

k a m b u - p u j e k e
} b i t e  

p a m b u  p a m b u - j e k e , 

p a m b u - p u j e k e
} go 

( 5  ) Redup li c at i on o f  first C V  of s t em ending in e ,  p lus suffix - k e 

p e h e  p e - p e h e - k e d i e  

y o r e  vo - v o r e - k e roa s t  

k u t e  k u - k u t e - k e p a i n t  

t o g e  t o - t o g e - k e wrap up ( s e e  a l s o  ( 2 ) ) 

g a h e g a - g a h e - k e p o k e  

h i r e h i - h i r: e - k e  s e w  

t i g e t i - t i g e - k e t i e  ( s ee a l s o  ( 2 ) )  

v e  v e - v e - k e fa l l  ( se e  a l s o  ( 3 ) )  

( 6 )  Unc la s s i fied 

p o e k e  p o - p o j e k e b r e a k  

j i m b u  j i - j i m b u - k e k e  marry ( se e  a l s o  ( 4 ) ) 

i n d  i i n d i - d i k e e a t  

t e  t a - t e h i t  ( se e  a l s o  ( 3 ) )  

I t  i s  apparent t hat at least s ome verb s ( e . g .  wrap u p ,  t i e ,  fa l l , marr y ,  

h i t )  have t w o  d i f ferent p lural st ems , b u t  it  i s  not known whet her o r  

n o t  t h e s e  di ffer i n  meaning or us age . C omp lex verb s app ear t o  p lura l i z e  

i n  at  l e a s t  t wo d i f fe rent ways - by redup li c at ion o f  t he adj unc t or b y  

suffixat i on o f  t he auxi l i ary - b u t  more re search i s  neede d . 



s a u  e 

k i  e 

s a u - s i u  e 

k i  e - k e r e ke 

2 . 2 .  STEM CHANGES WHEN S U F F I XED 
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s n a t c h  

m a k e  a spear 

All o f  t he s t ems l i s t e d  above are in  t he i r  bas i c  form . The bas i c  

s t em may b e  u s e d  a s  an abrupt imperat i ve , b ut a more c ommon usage o f  

the b a s i c  stem i s  i n  the  far past w i t h  i ndi c at i ve suffix - a . The bas i c  

s t ems of mos t  regular verb s end i n  e .  A few end i n  i ,  for i n s t an c e  

i n g i  ' hear ' ,  i n d i  ' e a t ' ,  i r i  ' b e ' and j i g i  ' to u c h ,  s e i z e ' .  A f e w  a l s o  

e n d  i n  u ,  for instance h e m b u  ' wa l k ' ,  p a m b u , p a h u  'go ' , k a m b u  ' b i t e ' ,  

h u m b u  ' ta k e ' and j i m b u  ' marry ' .  The s t em-final vowe l s  c hange in  s ome 

forms o f  t he ve rb and di sappe ar in o t he r s . 

The first  five suffix c omb inat i ons l i s t e d  i n  Tab le 1 add r ight on t o  

t he b a s i c  s t em wit hout affe c t ing i t s  final vowe l . With suffix c omb ina­

t ions 6 - 1 3 ,  st em-final e c hange s t o  i b ut other vowe l s  do not c hange . 

Wit h  suffix c omb inations 1 4 - 1 6  stem-final i c hange s t o  e and e and u 

c hange t o  a .  With suffix comb inat ions 1 7 - 2 6  the s t em-final vow e l  d i s ­

appears altogether . N o t i c e  t hat , i f  one ignore s t h e  variable h ,  t he 

s t em variant s are the s o le d i s t ingui shing feat ure between certain forms 

w i t h  ident i c a l  tense or aspect suffixe s ,  e . g .  3 and 9 ; 8 ,  1 1 ,  and 2 6 ; 

4 ,  1 2 , and 2 0 ;  and 1 3 and 2 2 . ( See also  Tab le 4 . )  

There are at least 9 irregular verbs who se s t em variant s only part ly 

fo l low the pattern j us t  de s c ribe d . Three typical  regu lar verb s and 

t he s e  9 irregular verb s  are presented in Tab l e s  2 and 3 w i t h  a l l  2 6  

s u f f i x  c omb inat ions ( but n o t  t he individual suffixe s ) , s o  as t o  demon­

s t rat e their s t em vari ant s .  

2 . 3 .  NON - F I N ITE FORMS O F  THE VER B  

There are t hree dependent forms of t h e  verb whi c h  are n o t  infle c t e d  

for subj e c t  pers on-and-number . The s e  o c c ur in  non-final c lau s e s  i n  a 

sentenc e . Each o f  these  forms s i gni fi e s  t hat t he s ubj e c t  ( and u s ua l ly 

a l s o  t he t e n s e ) o f  it s c lause i s  t he same as t hat o f  t he fol lowing 

c laus e . The i r  suffixes ( wi t h  t he re ference numb e rs of Tab l e s  1 ,  2 and 

3 )  are : 

5 .  - t o Punc t i l iar Sequence 

6 .  - e  Simultaneous Ac t ion 

7 .  -ma Cont inuat ive Sequence 

Punc t i liar Sequence imp l i e s  t hat one a c t ion t ake s p lace  after another 

( X  and t hen Y ) . C ontinuat ive Sequence imp l i e s  t hat t he act ion o f  t he 

verb w i t h  thi s suffix i s  c ontinuing or e x t en�d and t hat t he nex t  a c t i on 

e i t he r  int e rrup t s  i t  or fol lows i t s  c omp l e t i on ( X  unt i l  y ) . Simu l t aneous 
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A c t ion imp l i e s  two act ions going on a t  the s ame t ime ( Xing whi le Ying ) . 

N a  p u v u - t o b a  i n d i - s o - n - a . 

I come - PS taro e a t - wi l l - I- ind . 

, I w i  I I  c o me and e a t  t h e  taro . ' 

N a  p u v u - t o b a  i n d - a h e - n - a . 

I come - PS taro e a t - abi l . - I- ind . 

, I w o u  l d  come and e a t  t h e  taro ( i f  I c o u  l d ) . ' 

O a g o  p u v u - t o i j i a m i n a  b a  i n d  i - a . 

we c ome - PS time t ha t  taro e a t (you far pas t Y - ind o 

, When we came we a t e  the taro . ' 

Amo k i v e k i - e k e  e - n - a . 

he s p e a r  s ha rp e n - SA s p e e c h  ta l k - he far p a s t - ind o 

' Wh i l e  he was s ha rp e n i ng a spear he was t a l k i ng . ' 

N a  ke i j i - e  e v - e - n - a . 

I s p e e c h  t a l k - SA s l e ep - near p a s t - I - ind . 

' I  fe l l  a s l e ep whi l e  ta l k i ng . ' 

N a  k e  i j i - ma e v - e - n - a . 

I s p e e c h  ta l k -CS s l e e p - ne a r  p a s t - I - ind . 

' I  t a l ke d  t i l l  I fe l l  a s l e e p . ' 

P a h u - ma d o n d a  i n d e - s o - n - a . 

g o - C S  food e a t - fut . - I - ind . 

' I  w i l l  g o  for a whi le and t hen e a t  fo o d . ' 

' Wh e n  I ( e v e n tua l ly )  a r r i v e  I wi l l  e a t  foo d .  ' 

For furt her e xamp l e s  o f  - e  see  the durat ive phrase ( se c t i on 2 . 6 . ) .  

There are s everal forms o f  the verb whi c h  o c c ur i n  independent 

c lause s  ( inc luding s entenc e - final c laus e s ) and whi c h  are not infle c t ed 

for subj e c t  person-and-number but only for mood . ( Some o f  t he s e  may 

lat e r  p rove t o  be b e s t  desc ribed as dependent . The impera t i v e s  c ou l d  

p erhap s b e  v i ewed as f i n i t e  forms . )  

l .  no suffix Ab rup t Imperative ( sg . ) 

1 9 . - a  P o l i t e  Impe rat ive ( s g . ) 

1 6 . - s i D e s iderat i ve 

2 5 . - a e  Negat ive 

2 4 . - a  r a  Rec iprocal 

2 3 . - a r i Infinit i ve 

The l a s t  four d e serve c omment . The de s iderat ive by  i t se l f  s igni fie s 

d e s ire , intent i on ,  or preparedne s s , with the s ubj e c t  p e r son-and-numbe r  
• 

and t e n s e  b e ing under s tood from t he c ontex t . To spe c i fy s ub j e c t  



person-and-number and tense , the des iderat ive may be  followed b y  a 

finite form o f  t he verb e ' do ' ( or e ' say ' ? )  a s  de s c ribed i n  s e c t ion 

2 . 6 .  A c lause c ontaining a d e s iderat ive verb i n  a longer s entence 

s igni f i e s  p urp os e . 

P u v u r e - s i . 

aome - des . 
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' I  wan t  t o  a ome . ' , He i s  re ady t o  a o me . ' ' They i n te nded t o  aome . ' e ta .  

P u v u r e - s i  e r e - o - n - a . 

aome - de s . d o - pres . - I - ind .  

'I a m  r eady t o  a ome . ' 

Do n d a  i n d e - s i p u v u - h o - n - a . 

food e a t -des . aome - pres . - I- ind .  

, I am aoming t o  e a t  t h e  food . ' 

S imilarly , t he negat ive does not s i gni fy s ubj e c t  pers on-and-numb e r  o r  

t en s e ; t he s e  are unde r s t ood from the c ontext . They may b e  spec i f ie d  b y  

adding a finit e  form of t he verb e ' do ' ( or e ' say ' ? )  a s  de s cribed in  

s e c t ion 2 . 6 .  

P u v u r - a e . 

aome - n o t  

, I won ' t  aome . ' ' He didn ' t  aome . ' e t a .  

P u v u r - a e  a i - s o - n - a . 

aome - n o t  do - fut . - I - ind .  

' I  won ' t  aome . ' 

A verb form c ontaining the suffix - a r a ' r e a iproaa l '  oc curs in  t he 

r e c iprocal phrase d e s cribed in s e c t ion 2 . 6 .  

The infinit ive has a wide range of u sage . I t  can func t i on as a 

c i tat ion form , as an ab s t rac t noun , as a noun o f  i n s t rument , and , when 

fol lowed by a p o s t p o s i t ion , as a noun o f  p lace . 

p e h - a r i  

di e - in f o 

' de a t h ' ( t he aa t of dy ing ) 

d i  k o g o m b - a r i  

head deaora t e - inf . 

' hea ddre s s ' ( t he t h i ng u s e d  for d e a o r a t ing t h e  h e a d )  

e g - a r i t a  

wa s h - inf o a t  

' a t  t he l au ndry ' ( t he p la a e  where o n e  wa s he s )  
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I t  c an func t i on a s  an adj e c t ive , and i n  t h i s  us age an infini t i ve w i t h  

a p lural s t em ( see s e c t ion 2 . 1 . )  ind i c a t e s  e i t her p lural i t y  of t he noun 

or t he re sult s o f  a mult i p le act ion . 

k i p o e k - a  r i  

s p e a r  b r e a k - in f o 

' t he b r o k e n  s p e a r ' ,  ' t he s p e a r  i s  b r o k e n ' 

k i  p o - p o J e k - a r i  

s p e a r  pl . - br e a k- in f . 

' t he s p e a r  bro k e n  i n  s e v e ra Z  p i e c e s ' ,  ' t he b r o k e n  spears ' 

F o l lowed b y  a human noun i t  can indicate an agent . 

k a j  - a  r i e rn b o  

k i  Z Z - in f . man 

' murdere r ' (a man who k i Z Z s )  

I t  can b e  u s ed in a c lause whi c h  fun c t i ons a s  t he obj e c t  o f  verb s such 

a s  ' know ' ,  , s e e ' ,  , hear ' . A free p ronoun indicates  s ubj  e c t  p e r s on-and­

numb e r , and , if  neces s ary , a t ime word is used to indicate  the t en s e . 

a rno rn a h u  p u y u r - a r i  k e  i n g i - e - n - a . 

he a Z ready come - inf o s p e e c h  h e a r - near p a s t - I - ind . 

' I  heard ( t he news ) t h a t  he had ( a lre ady ) come . ' 

2.4 . F I N I T E  F O RMS O F  THE  V E R B  

Most  finite forms o f  the verb have a n  ending c omposed o f  t hree suf­

f i xe s . The first suffi x , t ogether with the vowel or lack o f  vowel  o f  

t h e  verb s t e m ,  indicates  tense and aspe c t . The sec ond suffix indi c a t e s  

s ubj e c t  person- and-numbe r ,  and t h e  third s u f f i x  indic ates  mood . The 

two e x c e p t i ons to this  pat tern are the far past ( 2 )  whi ch has no t en s e  

s uf fix and n o  subj e c t  person-and-numb er s u f f i x  f o r  mo s t  persons , and 

t he c ont inuat ive p rohi b i t ive variant of the permi s s i ve aspec t  ( 2 2 )  

whi c h  has a fourth suffi x . 

There are four s ubj e c t  pers on-and-number suffi x e s  in a l l  t en s e s  and 

aspe c t s  e x c ep t  far pas t . 

- n  I 

- j , - i h e ,  s h e ,  i t  

- r  w e ,  t h e y  

- w ,  - Y  y o u  (p Zura Z )  

no suffix y o u  ( s i ng u Z a r )  

I n s t e ad o f  t he s e  four , far past has  only two such suffixe s . 

- n  

- w . - Y  

he , s h e ,  i t  

y o u  ( p Zura Z )  
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Here , lack o f  a suffix s igni f i e s  any o f :  ' I J  y o u  ( s i ng u Z a r } J we J t hey ' .  

There are t hree mood suffixe s . 

- a  i nd i c at ive 

- e  interrogat i ve ( ex c e p t  i n  2 0  and 2 2  hort at i ve ) 
- 0  dependent ( usage and s i gni f i c ance l i t t le unders t ood ) 

Because  various morphophonemic chang e s  take p lace when they c omb i ne , 
a l l  c omb inat i ons o f  the final vowe l o f  the t en s e  s uffixe s , the s ub j e c t  
p e r s on-and-numb e r  suffixe s , and t h e  mood suffixes  are l i s t e d  i n  trad i ­
t i onal order in Tab le  4 .  Thi s t ab le o f  morphophonemic chang e s  should 
be  c on s u l t e d  c on s t an t ly when examining t he verb morpho l ogy o f  t he indi­
vidual examp l e s  i n  this pape r .  In the far p a s t  tense  t he interrogat i ve 
suffix seems not t o  o c c ur . The far p a s t  suffix for s e c ond p e r s on 
plura l , - a w a , rep la c e s  t he final vowe l o f  the s tem . 

There are f ive t e nse s in Orokaiva , and s ome o f  t he s e  may b e  formed 

i n  two way s . So far , only t he far past and t he near p a s t  have b e en ob ­

s erved i n  t he dependent mood . 

N a  k i 

2 .  no tense suffix Far Past  - months or years  ago 

8 .  - h e  

1 3 . - h a 

2 6 . - e , - e h e  

1 1 . - e h e , - h e  

1 2 . - 0  

1 4 . - s o 

1 5 . - s i 

v e k  i - 0  

Mid Past A - days ago l - h e and - h a  may b e  

Mid Past B - day s ago } d i a l e c t a l  e quivalent s 

Near Past  - minut e s  ago 

Present A - Thi s form of the verb s igni fie s 

a c ontinuing proc e s s  and i s  

usually preceded b y  e r e ' s t i L L ' .  

Pres ent B - This form o f  the verb i s  used 

less  o ften t han Pre s ent A .  It  

pos s i b ly has  anot her usage as  

we l l  as Present . 

Future 

Pot ent ial  

- The s e c ond persons i nd i cat ive 

( - s o - a s ingular , - s o - w - a  p lura l ) 

are a l s o  u s ed as a p o l i t e  im­

perat ive . 

The f i r s t  p e r s on p lural i n d i c a t ­

i v e  ( - s i - r - a )  i s  used a s  a 

hort ative . 

a rn o  k e  e - n - a . 

I 8 p e a r  s ha rp e n - dep . he s p e e c h  ta L k - he far p a s t - ind o 

' Wh i L e  I was 8 harp e ni n g  t h e  s p e a r  he wa s ta L k i ng . ' 
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N a  k i v e k i - o i j i i s a p a a rn o  k e  e - n - a . 

I s p e a r  s ha rp e n - dep . t ime sma l l  he s p e e c h  t a l k - h e  fa� p a s t - ind o 

, S o o n  a ft e r  I s harp e n e d  the s p e ar he s p o ke . ' 

Urno e r e  p u v - e - o  a v o e t o  u n g o t e  d o n d a  i n d e - s o - r - a . 

y o u  now c o m e -n e ar p a s t - ( y o u ) - dep . s o  we 

' Se e i n g  you have come we wi l l  e a t  t h e  foo d .  ' 

N a  p u v u - h o - n - a  a v o e t o  p a rn b a - s o - a . 

I c ome - pres . -I - ind . s o  g o - fut . - ( y o u ) - ind . 

' I ' m  c o m i n g �  s o  y o u  can g o . ' 

food e a t - fut . - we - ind . 

There appear t o  be  two more t e n s e s  not l i s t e d  above whi c h  d e serve 

furt her c he cking . One is a past tense with endings ident i cal to t he 

far p a s t  ( 2 ) , but t he s e  are att ached t o  t he s t em variant whi c h  o c curs 

i n  t he mid p a s t . 

e r e  u - a  

s t i l l  d o - ( p a s t  they ) - ind . 

' Th e y  were d o i n g  i t .  ' 

Y o y u - n - a 

fa l l -p a s t  he - ind o 

' He fe l l .  ' 

The other i s  a fut ure tense with the tense s uffix - o k o  and t he usual 

p e rs on endings , and t h e s e  are attached t o  the s t em vari ant whi ch oc curs 

i n  t he infinit ive ( 2 3 ) . 

k i - o ko - v - a  

s e e - fut . - y o u  p l . - ind . 

' You w i l l  s e e  i t .  ' 

p u y u r - o k u - j - a  

come - fut . - h e - ind .  

' He wi l l  come . ' 

Orokaiva has s e veral fini te  forms o f  the verb whi c h  s igni fy aspect 

rather t han t ense . So far only the permi s s i ve and hab i t ual/fut ure as ­

p e c t s  have b e e n  o b s e rved in the dependent mood . 

1 0 . - h a e  

9 . - r o  

3 .  - r o 

1 7 . - a g o  

1 8 . - a r o 

2 l . - a e  

4 .  - 0  

Far Past Hab itual 

Past Hab i t ual - U s age as a final 

I 
One o r  b o t h  
o f  t h e s e  has 

verb needs checking a future 
s i gn i f i c an c e  

Pres ent Habi tual A - some t ime s i n  i t s  depend-
ent form 

Pre sent Hab i t ual B - s ome t ime s 

Pre s ent Habi tual C 

A b i l itat ive 

Avolit ional 

- alway s 

- A l s o  u s ed i n  cont rary - t o-fact 

s i t uat ions 'I  c o u l d  have . . .  but . . .  ' �  

' I  wan t e d  to . . .  b u t  . . .  ' �  ' If . . .  

t h e n  I wou ld ( hav e )  . . .  ' 

- ' l e s t ' �  'mig h t ' 



2 0 . -0 

2 2 . - a  

N a  k i - a e  

Purpos ive 

Permi s s i ve 

na p u y u - r o -n - o  t e . 

I know - n o t  I c o me - fut . - I-dep . o r  

- Only interrogat ive forms have 

been ob s e rve d , but t hey s e em t o  

have ind i c at ive or almo s t  imper­

at ive s i gni f i c ance . The f i r s t  

p e r s o n  p lural - o - r - e i s  u s e d  as a 

hortative . 

- e . g .  ' ]  may e a t  i t . ' 3  ' . . .  s o  t h a t 

I c o u ld e a t  i t . ' The first  p e r s on 

p lural interrogat ive - a - r - e i s  

u s ed a s  a hortative . The depend­

ent forms s eem to have a wide range 

o f  s i gni f i c ance and t he s e c ond 

person forms - a - o and - a - Y - o are 

used as p rohi b i t i ve s . 

' I  don ' t  know whe t h e r  I c a n  c ome 01' no t .  ' 

P a m b u - r o -n - o  t a i -s u - i - a .  

g o - fut . - I -dep . hi t - fut . - h e - ind . 

' If I g o  he wi l l  h i t  me ( w hi le I ' m g o i ng ) . '  

P a m b - a -n - o  t a i -su - i - a .  

g o - pe rm . - I- dep . h i t - fut . - h e - ind . 

' If I g o  he wi l l  h i t  me (when I a r r i v e ) .  ' 

Pa m b - a -n - o  t - a h i - j - a .  

g o - perm . - I- dep . h i t - ab i l . - he - ind . 

' If I had g o n e  he wou ld have h i t  me . ' 

N a  b a  m a h i ng e  i nd - a r o -n - a . 

I taro a l way s e a t - pre s . hab . -I- ind . 

' I  a l way s e a t  t a ro . ' 

Am i -na enana ke e - o - r - a h a e k e -n - a . 

h e - subj . t hem spe e c h  ta l k - avol . - t he y - ind . s t op -far p a s t he - ind o 

' He s t opped t hem t a l k i ng . ' ( =He r e b u k e d  them l e s t  t hey ta l k . ) 

Enana t a  d ond a ne i i k e - Y u  i n d - o - r - e .  

t h e m  t o  fo od some g i v e - ( imp . ) -pl . e a t - purp . - t he y - int . 

' Gi v e  t h e m  s ome t h i ng t o  ea t .  ' 

2 . 5 .  I M PE RAT I V E ANV H O R TAT I V E  F O R MS O F  T H E  V E R B  

Three diffe rent t y p e s  o f  imperat ive are used : t he abrupt or harsh 

imp e rat ive ( 1 ) , t he p o l i t e  imperat ive ( 1 9 ) , and the s e c ond person 
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i nd i c at ive forms o f  the future tense ( 1 4 )  used a s  a p o li t e  imperat i v e . 

Furt he rmore , the s e c ond person dependent forms o f  the permi s sive a s p e c t  

( 2 2 )  are used for p rohib it ions wit hout any negat ive suffix or adverb . 

Forms 1 and 1 9  add - v u for a p lural imperative where as forms 1 4  and 2 2  

have the s e c ond p e r s on p lural s uffix - v  o r  - w  charact e ri st i c  o f  fini t e  

verbs ( s e c t ion 2.4.). Forms 1 and 2 2  opt i ona l ly add a final suffix - j o  

t o  indicate a c ont inuat ive or e x t ended a c t ion . A l l  o f  the p o s s ib l e  im­

p e rat i ve and p rohib i t ive forms or p o e k e  ' bre a k ' are i l lust rat e d  b e low . 

Abrupt Impe rative ( 1 )  

C on t i nuat ive Ab rupt Impe rative 

P o l i t e  Impe rat ive ( 1 9 )  

P o l i t e  Impe rat ive ( 1 4 )  

Proh i b i t ive ( 2 2 )  

Cont inuat ive P rohib it ive 

S i ngular 

p o e k e  

p o e k e - j o  

p o e k - a  

p o e k a - s o - a  

poe k - a - o  

po e k - a - o - j o  

P lural 

p o e k e - v u  

p o e ke - v u - j o  

p oe k - a - v u  

poe k a - s o - w - a  

p oe k - a - v - o  

p oe k - a - v - o - j o  

The f i r s t  p e r s on p lural forms o f  t hree di fferent aspect s s e e m  t o  b e  

used a s  hortat ive , and these are i l lu s t rated be low for p o e k e . 

Potential  Indicat ive ( 1 5 )  

Purpos ive Interrogat ive ( 2 0 )  

Permi s s ive Inte rrogat ive ( 2 2 )  

p o e k a - s i - r - a  

p o e k - o - r - e 

p o e k - a - r - e 

Obviou s l y , in t he last two fo rms the suffix - e  has lost  it s inter­

rogat ive force . 

2.6 . V E R B  PHRA S E S  

( a ) T h e  N e g at�v e Ph�a� e c ons i s t s  of t he non- fini t e  negat ive form o f  

the verb ( 2 5 )  fol lowed by  any finite form o f  t he verb e ' do ' .  

I n g - a e  u - h e - n - a . 

h e ar - n o t  do - mi d  pas t - I - ind . 

' I  didn ' t  hear i t  ( y e s t e rday ) . ' 

( b ) The V e� � d e�at�v e P h�a� e cons i s t s  o f  t he non- fini te  des iderat i ve 

form o f  t he verb ( 1 6 )  f o l l owed by  any fini t e  form o f  the verb e ' do ' . 

I n d e - s i u - h e - n - a . 

e a t - des . do -mid p a s t - I - ind . 

' I  w a n t e d  t o  e a t  i t  ( y e s te rday ) . '  

( c ) The Vu�at� v e  P h�a� e c ons i s t s  o f  a pair o f  nearly s ynonymous non­

fini t e  verb s fo l l owed by  a form o f  e ' do ' .  The various types o f  pair­

ing de s e rve fur t her enquiry . 

S i  p u r i  e r e - u - j - a . 

cry t hra s h  around do - pres . - he - ind . 

, He i 8  k e e p i ng o n  wai l i ng . ' 



U r i - e k o v i - e e r e - o - r - a . 

p L a n t - SA dig - SA do - pres . - t hey - ind . 

' They are busy garde n i ng . ' 

O r o h o  t e  m a n e  

noW o r  n o t  

p u v - e - n - a a v o  b a  a g - a j i w - a  

c o me - m i d  p a s t - I - ind . t h e n  taro co o k - ? wrap a n d  c o o k - ?  

e r e - o - n - a . 

do - pre s . - I - ind . 

, E v e r  s ince I came I hav e  b e e n  c o o k i ng t a r o . ' 

( d )  The R eeip�o eal P h�a� e cons i s t s  o f  the non-finite  re c iprocal form 

of the verb ( 2 4 )  preceded by m i n e ' e a c h  o t h e r ' and f o l l owed by a f i n i t e  

form of the verb e ' do ' wi t h  a p lural s ub j e c t  suffi x . F o r  c omp l e x  

verb s , m i n e c ome s between t he adj unc t  and t h e  aux i l iary w i t h  - a e . The 

rec ipro c a l  s igni f i e s  an act i on done to each other , or to each other ' s  

t h i ngs , or for each o t her ' s  benefi t . N o t e  that m i n e a l s o  oc curs i n  t h e  

c omp l e x  verb s m i n e e 'pay b a c k ' ,  m i n e e ' an s w e r ' .  

U n g o  m i n e k i - a r a  e - h e - w - a . 

y o u  pl . e a c h  o t her s e e - recip . do - � e a r  pa s t -y o u  pl . - ind . 

' Yo u  s a w  each o t her ( j u s t n o w ) . ' 

E n a n a  j e n e t e  m i n e a r a  a i - s o - r - a . 

t h e y  forg e t  e a c h  o t her (fo rge t ) - rec ip . do - fut . - t h e y - ind . 

' Th e y  wi l l  fo rg e t  e a c h  o t her . ' 

E n a n a  d o n d a  m i n e i n d - a r a e - h e - r - a . 

t he y  fo od e a c h  o t her e a t - rec ip . d o - n e a r  p a s t - t h ey - ind . 

' They a t e  e a c h  o t he r ' s  fo od . ' 

U n g a e  m i n e a r u m b - a r a  a - r - e . 

we e a c h  o t her s i t - rec i p .  ( do ) - perm . - we - int . 

' L e t ' s  exchange s e a t s . ' 

E n a n a  m i n e p e h - a r a  e - a . 

t hey e a c h  o t he r  d i e - rec ip . do - (fa r  pa s t Y - ind o 

' They d i e d  tog e t h e r  (ma t c h i ng e a c h  o t h e r ' s  deeds i n  b a t t l e ) . '  

3 .  A DV E R B S  

Several uninfle c t ab le word s and phra s e s  immediately precede the verb 

i n  a c lause and may b e  c a l led adverb s . 

e h a  a s  s o o n  a s  

e r e  s t i l l  

i j i  a i n g e ko o f t e n  

i j i n e i s ome t i me 

i j i  n e i n e i  s ome t i m e s  

i j i  wa h a i imm e d i a t e l y  
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k i h i  fi rs t 

m a h a i n g e  a lway s 

m a h u  a lr e a dy 

m a n e  n o t  

s a u s a u  q u i a k ly ·  

s e i m a s e i m a s l o w l y  

Wi t h  c omp l e x  verb s ( se e  s e c t i on 2 . 1 . )  e r e alway s c ome s between t he two 

part s o f  the verb , and m a n e  often does s o . E r e is  e sp e c i a l l y  used to  

ind i cate c on t i nuous a c t i on . In s ome lit erature it has been wri t t e n  as 

a verb prefi x . 

4 .  N O U N S  

Mo s t  nouns are uninfl e c t ab l e , and p lurality i s  indi cated by  other 

words in  t he same phrase or c lause . A few nouns p lural i z e  by comp ound­

ing two nouns whi c h  are near sy nonyms . 

A 

o r o 

s in g l e  b oy s ' h o u s e  

o t a u  

fri e n d  

few nouns p lura l i z e  

s a p u r a s i n 

p o n d o  fe a s t  

by 

b a n d e  

married p e op les  ' hou s e  

wa s a i 

fri e nd 

one of various types 

s a - s a p u r a s i n s  

p o n d o - k o n d o  fea s t s 

o f  

o r o - b a n d e  

h o u s e s  

o t a u - wa s a i 

fri e nds 

redup l i c a t i on . 

Many o f  t he kinship t e rms have p lural forms . Some use redup li cation 

and s ome u s e  one o f  s e veral plura l suffixe s . 

n a me i my b r o t he r  n a - n a me i my bro t h e r s  

d u  s i s t e r  d u - e m o n e  s i s t e r s  

a j a  m o t he r  a j a - ma n e  mo t h e r s  

m a m a  fa t h e r  m a m a - h a fa t h e r s  

a i w i fe a i - r i r i w i v e s  

S i n c e  noun p l ura l s  are s o  vari ed , a l l  known p lura l s  need t o  b e  l i s t ed 

in  an Orokaiva di c t i onary . There appears to  b e  no gender or other c la s ­

s i fi c a t i on s y s t em app l i c ab l e  to  Orokaiva nouns . 

5 .  A DJ E C T I V E S  

Adj e c t i v e s  are infle c t e d  only t o  ind i c at e  p lurality o f  the noun t hey 

qua l ify . Most adj e c t i ves redup licate their first s y l l ab le .  

e m b o  j a v o t o h o  g o o d  man e m b o  j a - j a v o t o h o  good m e n  

A f e w  other adj e c t i v e s  show other type s o f  redup li cat i on f o r  p lura l i t y . 

i s a - p a  i s a - s a - ro h o  sma l l  e h a  e h a - h a  new 
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The infinit ive o f  a tran s i t i ve verb may b e  used a s  an adj e c t ive , and i n  

t he se c i rc ums t anc e s  i t  i s  marked for p l ura l i t y  o f  t he noun as d e s cribed 

i n  s e c t ion 2 . 1 .  

h a s i wo p o e k - a r i 

k n i fe bre a k - in f o 

' br o k e n  k n i fe ' 

h a s i wo p o - p o j e k - a r i  

k n i fe p l . -bre a k - in f . 

, bro k e n  k n i v e s ' 

A dj e c t i v e s  may b e  fo l lowed b y  t he intens i v e s  k o  and b e . 

d o m b o  b i g  

d o m b o  k o  v e r y  b i g  

d o m b o  b e  ex treme ly b i g  

6 .  PR O N O U N S  A N D  D E M O N ST R A T I V E S  

I f  one i gnores  the d i s t i n c t i ons be tween t he demon s t r at ive p ronouns 

u s e d  for t hird person s i ngular , t here are e i ght c omb inat ions of p e r son 

and numb e r  in  Orokaiva p ronouns . 

I I and my companion ( s )  

( =  we exc lus ive ) 

I and you I and you and our compan ion ( s )  

( = we inc lus ive dua l )  ( = we inclus ive plura l )  

you you and your compan ion ( s )  

( =  you plura l )  

he/she/i t  he and h i s  companion ( s )  

( =  the y )  

There are at least  five sets  o f  pronouns , each wi t h  t h e i r  own part i c u lar 

usage s , as li s t e d  in  Tab le 5 .  Inte rroga t i ve word s based on t he root a m u  

' w ho ? ' are inc l uded s i n c e  they s e em t o  func t i on i n  the s ame way a s  p ro ­

noun s . 

A c t ua l ly , the forms li s t ed as t h i rd p e rson s i ngu lar pronoun s  c ou l d  

a l s o  b e  regarded as ' demon s t rat ives , s i nce t hey contain t h e  pos i t i onal  

root s :  

e near the speaker 

a near the hearer 

o away from b o t h  speaker and heare r 



4 8 

The full  range o f  demons t rat ive s  i s  l i s t e d  in Tab l e  6 with s ome s ug­

ge s t i ons  as to the i r  us age . Interrogative word s  based · on the root d e  

' w ha t ? ,  w h e re ? ' are inc luded s ince  t hey seem t o  func t i on i n  the s ame 

way as demons t rat ive s .  

7 .  P O ST P O S I T I O N S  

P o s t p o s i t ions are words o r  pairs o f  word s whi c h  fol low a noun o r  noun 

phras e t o  show i t s  func t ion in t he c laus e . 

t a  e t o 

( c )  e n g i h i  t a  

p e  t a  

k u  t a  

j o  t a  

a r a h a  t a  

h a mo t a  

i t a  

h u  t a  

s u v u  t a  

from 

n e a r ,  b e s ide 

i n  fro n t  o f  

b e h i n d  

i n s i de ,  i n  

o u t s ide 

o n ,  o n  t o p  o f  

abo v e ,  up 

down 

under 

Indire c t  Obj e c t  

Coordinat i on 

Time 

Ac comp an iment 

Inst rument 

Emphat ic Subj e c t  

P o s s e s si ve 

Dest inat ion 

Locat ion 

Indire c t  Obj e c t  

Indire ct Obj e c t  ( The t a  i s  op t ional 

when preceded by  an indirect  obj e c t  

pronoun already ending in - t a - s e e  

fourt h c o l umn o f  p ronouns in  Tab le  5 . ) 

Source 

Locat ion 

Locat ion 

Locat i on 

Locat ion 

Locat i on 

Locat ion 

Locat ion 

Locat ion 

Locat ion 

In groups ( b ) and ( c )  t a  could we l l  be t reated as the postp o s i t i on and 

t he o t h e r  words as belonging to two s eparat e word c las s e s . 



A v o  o v u  k u  t a  r a . 

i t  p o t  b e h i nd ind o 

, It i s  b e hind t he c o o k i ng p o t .  ' 

8 .  N O M I N A L S  
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A nominal i s  a word o r  phrase whi ch may have a fun c t i on w i thin a 

c lause such a s  s ubj e c t , obj e c t , c omment , ind i re c t  obj e c t , inst rument o r  

l o c at i on . 

( a ) A noun , adj e c t ive , p ronoun or demons trat ive al one c onst it u t e s  a 

nomina l . ( In t he i l lu s t rat i ons  b e low , word s whi ch are not par t  o f  t h e  

nominal a r e  in  square bracke t s . )  

H a s i wo [ i k e ] . 

knife g i v e - ( imp . ) 

, [ Gi v e  me ] a k n i fe . ' 

P e n i [ i k e ] . 

b i g  g i v e - ( irnp . ) 

, [ Gi v e  me ] t h e  b i g  o n e . ' 

Amo [ I k e ]  . 

t h a t  g i v e - ( irnp . )  

, [ Gi v e  me ] t h a t one . ' 

( b ) A noun may be fo l l owed by an adj e c t ive , numeral , demonst rat i ve , 

o r  any c omb inat ion o f  t he s e  ( in t he order named ) t o  c on s t it u t e  a nom­

ina l . 

H a s i wo e h a  e r e v i [ ke i - s o - a ] . 

k n i fe n e w  t h i s  s e e - fut . - ( y o u ) - ind . 

' [ L o o k  a t ]  t h i s  new knife . ' 

H a s i wo h e r i s o [ k e i - s o - a ] . 

k n i fe two s e e - fut . - ( y ou ) - ind . 

, [ L o o k  a t ]  t he two kn i v e s .  , 

H a s i wo p e - p e n i h e r i s o o r o v i [ ke i - s o - a ] . 

k n i fe p l . - b i g  two t h a t  s e e - fut . - ( y o u ) - ind .  

, [ L o o k  a t ]  t h o s e two b i g  k n i v e s . ' 

( c )  A p o s s e s sor may e i t he r  precede or f o l l ow a p o s s e s s e d  noun ( per­

hap s w i t h  s ome d i f ference in semant i c  empha s i s ) to  c on s t i t u t e  a nom­

ina l . The pos s e s s or may be a p o s s e s s ive p ronoun ( se e  Tab l e  5 ) , a noun 

fol lowe d by t he p o s s e s s i ve p o s t p o s i t i on t a ,  or an emb e dded nominal 

fo l l owed by t a o 
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[ Am o ] n a u  d u  [ r  a ] . OR [ Amo ) d u  n a u  [ r a ) . 

s he my s i s t e r  ind o 

, [ She i s )  my s i s t e r .  ' 

[ A v o )  p a mo n e  t a  e t i • 
t h a t  woman of bag 

, [ Th a t i s )  a woman ' s  bag . , 

[ A m o ) n a u  d u  t a  b a n d e  [ r  a )  • 
t h a t  my s i s te r  o f  h o u s e  ind o 

, [ Th a t  i s )  my s i s t e r ' s  hous e . , 

[ A m o )  e m bo o k o s e  t a  o h u . 

t h a t  man o ld of p i g  

, [ Tha t i s )  a n  o ld ma n ' s  p i g . 

( d )  The noun i n  a nomina l o f  type ( b ) may be  replaced by an emb e dded 

nominal o f  type ( c ) . 

N o  e t i  p e - p e n i m a h u  h e r i s o a r a v o  [ i k e - s o - a ) . 

y o u r  b a g  pl . - b i g  o ld two tha t g i v e - fut . - ( y ou } - ind . 

, [ Gi v e  me ) t h o s e  two b ig 0 ld bags of y o urs . ' 

( e )  Except when a nomi nal i s  func ti oning as subj e c t , obj e c t , or c om­

ment , i t  i s  followed by one of t he postp o s i t i ons l i s ted in s e c t i on 7 t o  

i nd i cate i t s  func t i on i n  t h e  s entenc e .  ( I f the last word o f  t he nominal 

i s  a demon s t ra t i ve the p o s t p o s i t ion c omb ine s with it  as indicated in 

Tab l e  6 . )  

N a u  b a n d e  t a  e t o  [ p u v - e - n - a ) . 

my h o u s e  from c o me - ne a r  p a s t - I- ind . 

, [ I  h a v e  j u s  t c ome ) from my h o u s e . ' 

[ N a ) h a s i wo p e n  i a m i - n a [ t i u k e - a l . 

I k n i fe b i g  tha t -w i t h  c u t - (far p a s t  I } - ind . 

, [ I  c u t  i t )  w i t h  t h a t  b i g  k n i fe . ' 

I f  a nominal i s  fun c t i oning as a location expre s s i on within the c lause , 

then t he o b l i gatory postpos it ion may be  fol lowed or p re c eded by one o f  

t he l o c at i on demonst ratives e i  ' here ' ,  a i  ' t h ere ' or o i  ' t h e re ' .  

G a g a  s u v u  t a  e i  [ m i h - e - r - a ) . 

p la tform u nd e r  h e r e  b e - pre s . - they - ind . 

OR G a g a  s u v u  e i  t a  [ m i h - e - r - a l . 

, [ Th e y  a r e ) here under t he p l a tform . ' 

( f )  Several nouns or nominals may b e  c oordinat ed e it he r  b y  p o s t p o s i ng 

t e  t o  e a c h  or by ins e rt i ng e t o between t he last two , or b y  b o t h  met ho d s  

t oget he r . 



[ O a g 0 1  b a  t e  p i n a t e  u t e  [ i n d - a r o - r - a 1 . 

we taro a nd tap i o c a  and c o conu t and e a t -pre s . hab , -we - ind . 

, [ We e a t 1  t a r o ,  t ap i o c a  and c o c o nu t .  ' 

S a  p i  j e e t o e n a  

t aro bananas and gre e n s  

[ ov u  j o  t a  r a 1 . 

p o t  i n  ind o 

OR S a  t e  p i j e  t e  e t o e n a  t e  [ o v u  j o  t a  r a 1 . 

' Ta r o ,  bananas a n d  g r e e n s  [ are i n  t h e  p o t 1 . ' 
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Nominal s  followed b y  a p o s tpos i t i on d o  not seem t o  b e  c oordinated a s  

des c ribed ab ove . The s e c ond o f  two such nominals may e i t her fol low t he 

whole c lause ( rather l i ke an aft e rt hought ) or may be  inc orporated into  

a s e c ond c laus e . 

M a m a  n a u  t a  i ke e t o n o  i m b o r o  t a o 

fa t h e r  ny t o  g i v e - ( imp . ) and your unc l e  t o  

' Gi v e  i t  t o  m y  fa t h e r  a n d  y o ur u nc l e . ' 

E m b o  t a  d e i  i k i - t i - e a m i - t a m e n i  t a  i k e .  

man t o  g i v e - ? - SA h i m - o f  s o n  to g i v e - ( imp . ) 

' Gi v e  i t  t o  t h e  man and h i s  s o n . ' 

9 .  C L A U SE S  

A t  least  five b a s i c  t y p e s  o f  c l ause may b e  d i s t ingui shed on t he b a s i s  

o f  t he i r  int ernal s t ruc t ure . A l l  of them may have an opt i onal free 

subj e c t , and each has one or more other part s whi ch are c harac t e r i s t i c  

o f  t hat part i c ular c l ause type . The subj e c t  c ons i s t s  o f  a nominal op­

t i onal ly fo llowed by t he emphat i c  p o s t p o s i t i on n a . 

( a )  The E q uat�o nal Clau� e has one charac t e r 1 s t i c p art fo l l ow ing t he 

subj e c t  _ an ob l i gat ory c omment . The c omme nt c ons i s t s  of a nominal 

( other t han pronoun or demon s t rat i ve ) with or w i t hout a p o s t po s i t i on 

s uc h  as e m b o  ' for ' o r  t a  ' of ' ·  

O v u  o r o v i e h a  r a . 

c o o k i n g  p o t  t ha t  n e w  ind o 

' Tha t c o o k i ng p o t  ( o v e r  t h e re ) i s  n e w . ' 

A r a v o o n . 

t h a t  l ime p o t  

' Tha t i s  a l ime po t .  ' 

O v u  e r e v i 

c o o k i ng p o t  t h i s  

u mo a v o e m b o . 

y o u  fo r 

' Th i s  c o o k i ng p o t  i s  fo r y o u . ' 



5 2  

A m b e  a mo n a u  m e n  i t a  r a . 

s a g o  t h a t  my s o n  of ind o 

' Th a t  s a g o  i s  my s o n ' s . ' 

( b )  The L o cat� o nat ctau� e has two c harac t e r i s t i c  part s fo l lowing t he 

s ubj e c t  - an o b l i gat ory l o c at i on expre s s ion cons i s ti ng o f  a nominal 

( ot he r  t h an p ronoun or adj e c t ive ) with a locat i onal postpos i t i on and 

t h i s  may be  opt iona l ly followed by a form of the verb m i h i  ' b e ' ,  ' s tay ' .  

D a g o t a  0 o v u  j o t a  r a . 

o u r  m e a t  c o o k i ng p o t  i n  ind o 

' Ou r  m e a t  i s  i n  t h e  c o o k i ng p o t .  ' 

U n g o t a  h a s i wo o v u  p e  t a  m i h - e - r - a . 

y o u r  pl . k n i fe p o t  i n  fro n t  b e - pres . - t hey - ind . 

' Yo u r  k n i v e s  are i n  fro n t  of t h e  c o o k i n g  po t .  ' 

( c )  The I nt�an��t� v e  Clau� e has one c harac t e ri s t i c  part f o l l ow i n g  

t he s ubj e c t  - a n  obl igat ory int rans i t i ve verb or verb phrase . 

E v o h u  o k o s e  a v o  p e h i h - i - j - a .  

woman o ld t ha t  die -mid pas t - s he - ind . 

' Th a t  o ld woman di e d .  ' 

( d )  The T�an� �t�v e Clau� e has two c harac t e r i s t i c  part s fol lowing t he 

s ubj e c t  - an op t i onal obj e c t , and fol lowing t h i s , an obl igatory t rans i t ­

ive verb or ve rb phras e . Here and in ( e ) , t h e  obj e c t  c ons i s t s  o f  a 

nominal . When a re fle x i ve verb phrase o c c urs , the obj e c t  c ons i s t s  o f  

o e n g a  ' s e lf '  o r  a nomi nal inc ludine t h i s  word . 

D a g o  u i n d i - e - r - a . 

we c o conu t e a t -m i d  pa s t - we - ind . 

' We a t e  t h e  c o c o nu t .  ' 

Amo o e n g a  t e - n - a . 

he s e lf h i t - h e  far pas t - ind o 

' He h i t h i m s e l f . ' 

( e )  The V�t�an� �t�v e  Clau� e has t hree charac t e r i s t i c  part s fol l owing 

t he subj e c t  - an opt i onal obj e c t , fol lowed by an opt ional ind i r e c t  ob­

j e c t  c o ns i s t i ng o f  a nominal with an ind i re c t  obj e c t  pos tpos i t i on ,  in 

t urn fol lowed b y  an ob l i gatory dit rans i t i ve verb or verb phrase ( e . g .  

' g i v e  t o ' ,  ' s how to ' ,  ' t e l l  t o ' ,  ' ta k e  from ' ) . 

N a  n a u  e t  i n a u  i a e e m b o  i k i - h e - n - a . 

I my b a g  m y  dau g h t e r  to g i v e - n e a r  pas t - I - ind . 

' I  g a v e  m y  bag to my daug h t e r . , 

A v o  h a s i wo m e n i  t a  d e g i t o t o h u m b u - n - a . 

s h e  k n i fe baby from t a k e  away - s he far p a s t - ind o 

' She t o o k  t h e  k n i fe from t h e  baby . , 
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( f ) Quo tat�v e ctau� e� have not been inve s t igated . 

Any o f  t he c lause t yp e s  e xcept  ( a )  may a l so contain a t ime e xpre s s i on 

pre ceding t he s ubj e c t , and any except  ( a )  and ( b )  may a l s o  c ontain a 

l ocat ion e xpre s s i on , an inst rument e xp re s s i on ,  an a c c omp animent e xpre s ­

s ion , or p re s umab ly any c omb inat ion o f  t h e s e , p re c e d i ng or fol lowing 

t he verb . The rigidity or o therwi se o f  the o rder of the various part s 

o f  a c lause needs furt her inve s t i gat ion . 

I j i a m i n a  d a g o a mo k o g - a - r - a . 

t im e  t ha t  we h im s e e -m i d  pas t -we - ind . 

, We saw him a t  t ha t  t ime . ' 

Amo p a m b u - n - a g a n  n a . 

h e  g o - he far pas t - ind o can o e  w i t h  

' He w e n t  b y  (means o f )  c a n o e . '  

N a  p a m b - e - n - a  e m b e r e  t a o 

I g o - ne a r  pas t - I - ind . road o n  

'I w e n t  by road . ' ,  ' I  we n t  a Long the road . ' 

The b a s i c  c l ause types may be  varied in se vera l way s . 

( 1 )  I f  a rec ipro c a l  verb phrase ( see s e c t ion 2 . 6 . ( d ) ) oc curs i n  a 

c lause o f  type ( c ) , ( d )  or ( e ) , the subj e c t  of the c lause i s  p lura l . 

( 2 )  Whe n t he negative adve rb m a n e  o c c urs i t  i s  t he last i t em o f  an 

Equa t i onal C lause and pre c ede s t he verb in a l l  other t yp e s  of c lause . 

I t  may precede ei ther t he first or s e c ond word o f  a c omp lex verb . 

E m o  p i n a m a n e  r a . 

t h i s  t ap i oca n o t  ind o 

' Th i s  i s  n o t  tapi oca . ' 

N a  p u v u - h e  k e  m a n e  a i - s o - n - a . 

I c ome - SA s p e e c h  n o t  t a L k - fut . - I - ind .  

' Whi L e  I am coming I wi n n o t  ta Z k . ' 

A m o  m a n e  s i  e - a g u - j - a . OR Amo s i  m a n e  e - a g u - j - a . 

s he n o t  cry cry - pres . hab . - s he - ind . 

, She d o e s n o t  c ry . ' 

I n  negat ive c laus e s  there i s  a t endency t o  use m a n e  wi t h  the future , 

imperat i ve , permi s s i ve and pres ent hab itual  forms of the verb and t o  

u s e  a negat ive verb ending i n  - a e  o r  a negat i ve phrase for t he various 

past t e n s e s  and s ome present t e n s e s . The u sage s and me ani ngs o f  t he 

two t yp e s  o f  negat ive d e s e rve furt he r i nve s t igat ion . I n  t he fut ure at 

l e a s t  t here s eems to b e  a s l i ght d i fference of me aning . 
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P u v u r - a e  a i - s o - n - a . 

come - no t  d o - fut . - I - ind . 

, I may n o t  c ome . ' 

M a n e  p u v u r e - s o - n - a . 

no t come - fut . - I - ind . 

, I wi I I  no t come . ' 

( 3 ) A l l  five b a s i c  t ypes o f  c lause may be  varied for ind i c at ive , y e s ­

n o  inte rrogat ive and informat ion int errogat i ve a s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  s e c t ion 1 0 .  

1 0 .  S E N T E N C E S  

A n  e xc lama t i on such a s  M - m . ' Ye s . ' o r  A n - a n . ' No . ' may b e  regarded 

as a sentence in  i t s e l f .  Exc lamat ions aside , a s entence norma l ly con­

s i s t s  of one or more clause s ,  op t i onal l y  linked by c onj unc t i ons , and 

t e rminat ed b y  a final finit e  verb with it s mood suffix o r  by a mood 

p art i c le ( enc l i t i c ? ) fo l l owing a final non- finit e  verb or o t her part o f  

spee c h .  Some c onj unc t i ons are : 

r a t e  b u t  

e t o  and, and t h e n  

k i t o t h e n ,  t h e refore 

a v o e t o  s o ,  the refore 

a v o e m b o  t h e l'efor>e , s o  t h e n  

a mo w h e n ,  t h a t  

a v o  then 

S ome o f  t h e s e  c onj unc t i ons are c learly t he s ame s hape as certain demon­

s t rat i ve s , and t hey may re a l ly be func t i oning here as re lat ives  marki ng 

t he prec eding c lause as an inc luded c lause . 

N a  a m b e  i n d - e - n - a  e t o i n d - a e  t o - h a e - n - a  k i t o 

I s a g o  e a t - ne a r>  pas t - I- ind . and e a t - n o t  l e a v e - ab i l . - I - ind . t h e n  

p e - h a e - n - a . 

di e - abi l . - I - ind .  

'I a t e  s a g o  s o  I wou ldn ' t  di e . ' ( I  a t e  t h e  sago , s i nce if I hadn ' t  

e a t e n  i t  I wo u ld have d i e d . ) 

O a g o  k - e - r - a  a mo T o s t e  p a m b a - s o - r - a . 

we know-ne al' pas t -we - ind o tha t Thur>s day g o - fut . - w e - ind . 

, We know t h a t we ar>e g o i ng o n  Thur>s day . ' 

N a  k - e - n - a a v o  k i n a  k a j - a r i . 

I s e e - ne a l'  pas t - I - i nd .  t h a t  s p e a r>  m e  wound- inf o 

'I saw t h a t t h e  spear> had wounded me . , 

Amo m a h u  p u v u r - a r i  k e  i n g i - e - n - a . 

h e  a lr> eady come - inf o s p e e c h  hear>-neal' pa s t - I- ind .  

'I hear>d ( t he news ) tha t h e  had ( a lr>eady ) come . ' 
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The sentence -final mood markers are : 

Mo o d  � u 6 6 .i x e� Mo o d  p aJt.t.ic..e. e� 6 0 Uow-

M 0 0 d o n  .ing n o n - 6.in.it e v Vlb� 

6 .i n.ite v eJt.b� and o t h el!. pal!.t� 0 6 
� p e.e. c. h  

Indicative - a  r a  (optional) 

Yes -No Que s tions - e , - e  t e  r e t e  

Information Que s tion s  

I - e  r e  
Alternative Ques tions 

In informat i on que s t i ons , one of t he c lau s e s  c ontains one of t he 

que s t i on words l i s t ed in Tab les  5 and 6 or d o i n g e ' h ow many ' ,  d e i t e  

' w h e n ? ' ,  d o  e t o ' w hy ? ' ,  d a i n g e  e t o ,  d e i n g e t o ' ho w ? ' ,  o r  d o  e ' do wha t ? ' , 

i n  addi t i on t o  t he mood marke r at the end o f  the s entence . ( The b a s i c  

s t em d o  e ' do wha t ? ' does not o c c ur as an abrupt impe rat i ve , b u t  it  may 

be read i l y  seen in t he far past A v o  do e - a . ' Wh a t  d i d  he do ? ' . )  The 

Ye s -No Que s t i on marke rs -e te and r e t e  are a l s o  used with the meaning 

' o r ' fo l l owing the first hal f o f  a l t e rnat ive que s t i ons . 

Y e� - No Qu e�t.i o Yl� : 

U n g o  o n  e r e  o - v - e ?  

y o u  pl . l ime p o t  s t i l l  ( ma k e ) - pre s . - y o u pl . - int . 

'Are y o u  ma k i ng a lime p o t ? ' 

Umo b a  e r e a g i - e  t e ?  

y o u  taro s t i l l  aoo k - pre s . ( y o u )  int o int o 

'Are y o u  a o o k i n g  taro ? ' 

Amo k e r o j a r e t e ?  

t h a t  swe e t  p o ta t o  int o 

' Is t h a t swe e t  p o ta to ? ' 

U m o  d o  e r e  o - e 1  

y o u  wha t s t i l l  ( do ) - pres . ( y o u ) - int . 

' Wh a t  are y ou d o i ng ? ' 

D a i n g e  e r e p a h - o - e 1  

where s t i l l  g o - pres . - ( y ou ) - int . 

' Where are y o u  g o i ng ? ' 
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N a u  h a s i wo d e i t a  r e ?  

my k n i fe where int o 

' Where i s  my knife ? ' 

Ka a rno a rn u n u  r e ?  

g i r l  t ha t  who int o 

' Wh o  i s  t h a t  g ir l ? ' 

D o  i n d i - t o a rn b u r e  e - t o p e h - e h e - i ?  

w ha t  e a t - P S  s i c k  s i c k - PS die -mid p a s t - he int o 

' Wha t d i d  he e a t  tha t h e  g o t  s ic k  and d i e d ? ' 

Atte�nat� v e  Que� t�o n� : 

A v o  k e r o J a r e t e  k a e ?  

t h a t  swe e t  p o ta t o  o r  y am 

' Wa s  i t  s we e t  p o ta t o  o r  y am ? ' 

A rn o  e n d a  n o  r e t e  a rn i t a  r e 7  

t h a t  l a n d  y o u r  o r  h i s  int o 

' Is t h a t y ou r  land o r  h i s ? ' 

D a g o  k i - a e  a rn o  p u v - e - i  t e  p u v u r - a e  r e ?  

w e  k n ow - n o t  h e  c o me - ne a r  p a s t - h e  o r  o r  come - n o t  int o  

, We d o n ' t  know whe t h e r  h e  came o r  n o  t .  ' 

U s ua lly t he final c lause in each sentence i s  marked as e ither indicat­

i ve or int e rrogat ive . Howe ve r ,  s entenc e s  s omet ime s end w i t h  a dependent 

verb , p e rhap s  implying another subsequent or  consequent act ion . S entence s 

w i t h  final dependent verbs may be  regarded a s  indicat ive , and such s en­

t en ce s , e s p e c ial ly those with verb s  in t he permi s s ive asp e c t  ( 2 2 ) , may b e  

made interrogat i ve by  intonat ion o r  t e o 

U rno a rno s l o s a o  a i - s i  p u v u - t 0 7  

y o u  i t  de s tr o y  de s troy -des . c o me -PS 

' Ha v e  you c ome t o  de s t roy i t ? ' 

D o  u J e  e r e - o - e  d e g i 

w h a t  wan t wan t - pres . - ( y ou ) - int . for 

' Wh a t  d o  y o u  wan t  me to do for y o u ? ' 

n o  t a  a - n - 0 7  

y o u  for ( do ) - perm . - I- dep . 

Ve rb s in  non-final c l aus e s  may b e  e ither dependent or i ndep endent . For 

those t ens e s  whi ch have both dependent and independent forms furt he r re­

s e arch is req ui red t o  e st ab l i sh how their usage i n  non-final c lauses i s  

cond i t i oned and t he exact nature o f  t he meaning di fferences  involved 

( s imul t aneous a c t i ons  versus s equence of a c t i ons is one pos s ib i l i t y ) . 
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P a m b u - r o - n - o t a i - s u - i - a .  

g o - fut . - I - dep . h i t - f ut . - he - ind . 

' If I g o  he liJ i l L  hi t me (liJhi l e  I am g o i n g ) . '  

P a m b a - s o - n - a  t a i - s u - i - a .  

g o - fut . - I - ind . h i t - fut . - he - ind . 

' If I g o  he liJ i H  h i t  me (aft e r  I a rri v e ) . '  

C aus at i on s eems t o  be  c onveyed by a s eparate c lause c ont aining a de­

pendent form of t he ve rb i k e ' p u t ,  g i v e ' or e ' do ' (01' ' say ' ? ) . 

E n a n a  n a  m e n i i k - a - r - o p a m b u - n - a . 

t h e y  subj . c h i L d  p u t - perm . - they - dep . g o -fa r  pas t  he - ind o 

' They s e n t  t h e  c h i L d  aliJay . ' OR ' They L e t t h e  c h i ld g o . 

E m b o  n a  a m i - t a m e n i e - n - u j i  n e i n e i  h u m b u - t o 

man sub j . h i m - o f  s o n  do -fa r  pas t h e -dep . liJood s ome t a k e - PS 

p u v u - n - a . 

come - far pas t he - ind o 

' The man made h i s  B o n  fe t c h  some fi l'eliJo o d . ' 
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Stem 
VaJt.i.a n t  

Bas ic 
S tem 
with 
charact­
e r i s t ic 
f inal 
vowe l 

S tem­

Final 

e > i 

S tern­
Final 
e > a 
u > a 

> e 

S tem 

with 

f ina l 

vo",e l 

R e 6 · 
N o . 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0  

1 1  

1 2  

1 3 

1 4  

1 5  

1 6  

17 

1 8  

1 9  

2 0  

2 1  

2 2  

dropped 2 3 

2 4  

2 5  

2 6  

Tab l e  1 

STEM VARI ANTS AN D S UF F I X  COMB I NAT I ONS 

T e n.6C. O J[ A 6 p e. C. t  

Abrupt Imperative ( sg . ) 

Far Past 

Present Habitual A Ind . 

Future Dependent 

Avol itional 

Punc t i l iar Sequence 

S imul taneous Ac tion 

Cont inuat ive Sequence 

Mid Past A 

F.i.n.i.te. 
O Jt  No n ­
F .i.n.i..t e 

NF 

F 

F 

F 

NF 

NF 

NF 

F 

Past Habi tua l Indicat ive F 

Future Dependent 

Far Pas t Hab itual 

Present A 

Present B 

Mid Pas t B 

Future 

Potential 

De s i derative 

Present Hab i tua l B 

Present Hab itua l C 

Polite Imperative ( sg . ) 

Purpo s ive 

Abi l i tat ive 

Permi s s ive 

Infinit ive 

Reciprocal 

Negative 

Near Pas t 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

NF 

F 

F 

NF 

F 

F 

F 

NF 

NF 

NF 

F 

S u 6 6 .i. x  Comb .i.nat.i.o n6 
m 0 6 tl y  6 0 Jt 6 .i.Jt6 t p e Jt6 o l1 
6 .i. n g ulaJt 

I nd). c.at.i. v e V e p e. nd e. nt 

- a  - 0  

- r o - n - a  

- r o - n - o  

- o - n - a 

- t o 

- e  

- rn a 

- h e - n - a 

- r o - n - a 

- r o - n - o 

- h a e - n - a 

- e h e - n - a ! 
- h e - n - a  } 
- o - n - a  

- h a - n - a  

- s o - n - a 

- s i - n - a 

- s i  

- a g o - n - a  

- a r o - n - a  

- a  

- o - n - e  

- a h a e - n - a l 
- a e - n - a  } 
- a - n - a - a - n - o 

- a r i 

- a r a 

- a e  

- e - n - a  1 
- e h e - n - a } 

- e - :; - o l 
- e h e - n - o } 



Tab l e  2 

REGULAR VERB PARAD I GMS 

R e o · Ten� e / A� p ect/ M o o d  
N o . 

' blt.ea k. '  

1 .  Abrupt Imperative ( sg . ) p o e k e  

p oe k e - a  

p o e k e - r o n a  

po e k e - r o n o  

2 .  Far Past 

3 .  Present Habi tual A Ind . 

4 .  

5 .  

6 .  

7 .  

8 .  

9 .  

Future Dependen t  

Avol itional p oe k e - o n a  

Punc t i l iar Sequence p o e k e - t o 

S imul taneous Action po e k i - e 

Continuat ive Sequence p o e k i - ma 

Mid Past A p o e k i - h e n a  

Past Habi tua l Indicat ive p o e k i - r o n a  

' wal k. '  

h e m b u  

h e m b u - a  

h em b u - r o n a  

h e m b u - r o n o  

h em b u - o n a  

h e m b u - t o 

h em b u - e  

h e m b u - m a  

h e m b u - h e n a  

h e m b u - r o n a  

' he.alt. ' 

i n g  i 

i n g i - a 

i n g i - r o n a  

i n g i - r o n o  

i n g i - o n a  

i n g i - t o 

i n g i - e 

i n g i - m a  

i n g i - h e n a  

i n g i - ro n a  

p o e k i - r o n o  h e m b u - r o n o  i n g i - r o n o  

5 9  

1 0 . 

1 1 . 

1 2 . 

1 3 .  

Future Dependent 

Far Past Habi tual 

Present A 

p o e k i - h a e n a  h e m b u - h a e n a  i n g i - h a e n a  

14 . 

1 5 . 

1 6 . 

1 7 . 

1 8 . 

1 9 . 

2 0 . 

2 l .  

2 2 . 

2 3 .  

2 4 . 

2 5 . 

2 6 . 

Present B 

Mid Past B 

Future 

Potential 

De s iderative 

Pre sent Habitual B 

Present Habitual C 

Pol i te Imperative ( sg . ) 

Purpos ive 

Abi l i tative 

Permi s s ive Indicative 

Permi s s ive Dependent 

I n f initive 

Rec i procal 

Negat ive 

Near Past Indicative 

Near Past Dependent 

p o e k i - ( e ) h e n a  h e m b u - ( e ) h e n a  i n g i - ( e ) h e n a  

p o e k i - o n a  

p o e k i - h a n a  

po e k a - s o n a  

p o e k a - s i n a 

p o e k a - s i 

po e k - a g o n a  

p o e k - a r o n a  

p o e k - a  

p o e k - o n e  

h e m b u - o n a  

h e m b u - h a n a  

h e m b a - s o n a  

h e m b a - s i n a 

h e m b a - s i 

h e m b - a g o n a  

h e m b - a r o n a  

h e m b - a  

h e m b - o n e  

i n g i - o n a  

i n g i - h a n a  

i n g e - s o n a  

i n g e - s i n a 

i n g e - s i 

i n g - a g o n a  

i n g - a r o n a  

i n g - a  

i n g - o n e  

p o e k - ( a h ) a e n a  h e m b - ( a h ) a e n a  i n g - ( a h ) a e n a  

po e k - a n a  

p o e k - a n o  

h em b - a n a  

h em b - a n o  

p o e k - a r i  h e m b - a r i  

p o e k - a r a  h e m b - a r a  

p oe k - a e  h e m b - a e  

p o e k - ( e h ) e n a  h e m b - e n a  

p o e k - ( e h ) e n o h e m b - e n o  

i n g - a n a  

i n g - a n o 

i n g - a r i  

i n g - a r a  

i n g - a e  

i n g - e n a  

i n g - e n o  
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T a b l e 3 

I RREGU LAR VERB PARA D I GMS 

R e 6 · T en � e / A� p ect/ M o o d  
No . 

1 .  Abrupt Imperat ive ( sg . ) 

2 .  Far Past 

3 .  Present Habitual A I nd . 

Future Dependent 

, 6 aLe. ' 

v e  

v e - a  

v e - r o n a  

v e - r o n o  

' l ea v e ' 

t o  

t o - a  

t o - r o n a  

t o - r o n o  

' hit ' 

t e  

t e - a  

t e - r o n a  

t e - r o n o  

' � e e ' , 
' /G n o w ' 

k i 

k i - a 

k i - r o n a  

k i - r o n o  

4 .  Avol i t ional v e - o n a  t o - h o n a  t e - o n a  k i - o n a  

5 .  Punc t i l i ar Sequence v e - r o  t o - t o t e - t o k i - t o 

6 .  S imul taneous Ac tion v o v u - e  t o r u - e  t o h u - e k o g u - e  

7 .  Cont inuat ive Sequence v o v u - ma t o r u - ma t o r u - m a  k o g u - m a  

B .  Mid Past A v o v u - h e n a  t o r u - h e n a  t o r u - h e n a  k o g u - h e n a  

9 .  Past Habi tual Indicative v o v u - r o n a  t o r u - r o n a  t o - r o n a  k o g u - r o n a  

Future Dependent 

1 0 . Far Past Habitual 

1 1 . 

1 2 . 

1 3 . 

14 . 

1 5 . 

16 . 

1 7 . 

l B . 

1 9 . 

2 0 . 

2 1 .  

2 2 . 

P re sent A 

Present B 

Mid Past B 

Future 

Potential 

De s iderative 

Present Habi tual B 

Present Habitua l C 

P o l i te Imperative ( sg . )  

Purpos ive 

Abi l i tat ive 

Permi s s ive Indicat ive 

Pe rmi s s ive Dependent 

2 3 .  I n f in i tive 

2 4 . Rec iprocal 

2 5 . Negative 

2 6 .  Near Past Indicative 

Near Past Dependent 

v o v u - r o n o  t o r u - r o n o  t o - r o n o  k o g u - r o n o  

v o v u - h a e n a  t o r u - h a e n a  t o r u - h a e n a  k o g u - h a e n a  

v o v u - e h e n a  t o r u - e h e n a  t o r u - e h e n a  ko g u - e h e n a 

v o v - o n a  

v o v - a n a  

v e a - s o n a  

ve a - s i n a 

v e a - s i 

v e - a g o n a  

v e - a r o n a  

v e - o n e  

ve - h a e n a  

v e - a n a  

v e - a n o 

v e - a r i  

v e - a r a  

v e - a e  

v ( e h ) - e n a  

t o r u - o n a  

t o r u - h a n a  

t o a - s o n a  

t o a - s i n a 

t o a - s i 

t o - a g o n a  

t o - a r o n a  

t o - h a e n a  

t e - a n a  

t o - a n o 

t o - a r i  

t o - a  r a  

t o - a e  

t o - e n a  

v ( e h ) - e n o  t o - e n o  

t o r - o n a  

t o r - a n a  

t a i - s o n a  

t a i - s i n a 

t a i - s i 

t e - a g o n a  

t e - a r o n a  

t - a h e n a  

t - a n a  

t - a n o  

k o g - o n a  

k o g - a n a  

k e i - s o n a  

k e i - s i n a 

k e i - s i  

k i - a g o n a  

k i - a r o n a  

k i - o n e  

k i - h a e n a  

k i - a n a  

k i - a n o 

t - a r i  k i - a r i  

t - a r a k i - a r a  

t - a e  k i - a e  

t ( e h ) - e n a  k ( e h ) - e n a  

t ( � h ) - e n o  k ( e h ) - e n o  

C omme nt : Not i c e  t hat the verb s  t o  ' l e a v e ' and t e  ' h i t ' are homophonous i n  
forms 7 ,  8 ,  1 0 , and 1 1 .  

Con t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  6 1 . 



R e 6 · 
No . 

1 .  

2 .  

3 .  

4 .  

5 .  

6 .  

7 .  

8 .  

9 .  

1 0 . 

1 1 . 

1 2 . 

1 3 .  

1 4 . 

1 5 . 

1 6 . 

1 7 . 

1 8 . 

1 9 . 

2 0 .  

2 1 .  

2 2 . 

2 3 . 

2 4 .  

2 5 .  

2 6 .  

' eo m e ' 

p u v e  

p u v e - v e  ( pI . )  

p u v u - a  

p u v u - r o n a  

p u v u - r o n o  

p u v u - o n a  

p u v u - t o 

p u v u - e 

p u v u - m a  

p u v u - h e n a  

p u v u - r o n a  

p u v u - r o n o  

p u v u - h a e n a  

p u v u - e h e n a  

p u v u - o n a  

p u v u - h a n a  

p u v u r e - s o n a  

p u v u r e - s i n a 

p u v u r e - s i 

p u v - a g o n a  

p u v u r - a r o n a  

p u v u r - a 

p u v u r - o n e  

p u v u r - a e n a  

p u v u r - a n a  

p u v u r - a n o  

p u v u r - a r i  

p u v u r - a r a 

p u v u r - a e  

p u v - e n a  

p u v - e n o  

T a b l e  3 ( c o n t i nu e d ) 

I RREGULAR VERB PARAD I GMS 

' eome ' 

h a - e  

h a - v e ( p1 . )  

h u - r o n a  

h u - t o 

h u - e  

h u - m a  

h u - h o n a  

h u r e - s o n a  

h u r e - s i n a 

h u r e - s i 

h u r - a g o n a  

h u r - a r o n a  

h u r - a  

h u r - o n e  

h u r - a e n a  

h u r - a r i  

h u r - a r a  

h u r - a e  

' b e ' , ' � :talj ' 

m i h i  

m i h i - a 

m i h i - r o n a  

m i h i - r o n o  

m i h i - o n a  

m i h i - t o 

m i h - e  

m i h i - m a 

m i h i - r o n a  

m i h i - r o n o  

m i - h a e n a  

m i - h e n a  

m i - h o n a  

m i - h a n a  

' do '  , ' mak. e ' 

e 

e - a 

e - r o n a  

e - r o n o  

e - o n a  

e - t o 

u - e 

u - m a  

u - h e n a  

u r u - r o n a  

u r u - r o n o  

u - h a e n a  

e r - e n a  

e r e - o n a  

u - h a n a  

m i h e r e - s o n a  a i - s o n a  

m i h - a g o n a  

m i h - a r o n a  

m i h - a 

m i h - o n e  

m i h - a e n a  

a i - s i n a 

a i - 5 i 

e - a g o n a  

e - a r o n a  

o n e  

a h e n a  

a n a  

a n o 

a r i 

a r a 

m i h - a e  a e  

m i h ( e h ) - e n a  ( e h ) e n a  

m i h ( e h ) - e n o  ( e h ) e n o  

' � alj ' 

e 

e - a  

e - r o n a  

e - r o n o  

e - o n a  

e - t o 

i j i - e  

i j i - m a  

i j i - e n a  

i j i - r o n a  

i j i - r o n o  

i j i - h a e n a  

e r - e n a  

e r e - o n a  

i j i - h a n a  

a i - s o n a  

a i - s i n a 

a i - 5 i 

e - a g o n a  

e - a r o n a  

o n e  

a h e n a  

a n a  

a n o  

a r i 

a r a 

a e  

( e h ) e n a  

( e h ) e n o 

6 1  

C omme n:t� : N o t i c e  that the verb e ' s ay ' i s  homop honous w i t h  e ' do ' e x c ept  
in  forms 6-10  and 1 3 . Forms 11  and 1 2  o b l i gatori ly contain e r e ' s t i l l ' 
and s e em t o  have no overt s t em ( ne i t he r  do forms 2 0 - 2 6 ) . 
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T a b l e  4 

F i n i t e  E n d i n g s  C omp o s e d  o f  T e n s e  Vowe l , Subj e c t  P e r s on - and - Numb e r  

Su f f ix , and Mo o d  S u f f i x  

Tense Suf f ixes ending in a :  

- h a  Mid Past B ( 1 3 )  

- a  Permi s s ive ( 2 2 )  

Tense Suffixes ending i n  e :  

- h e  Mid Past A ( 8 )  

- h a e  Far Past Habitual ( 1 0 )  

- h e } P resent A ( 1 1 )  - e h e 

- a h a e } Abi l i tative ( 2 1 )  
- a e  

- e  } Near Past ( 2 6 )  
- e h e 

Tense Suf f ixes ending in 0 :  

- r o 

-0 

- r o 

- 0  

-0 

- s o  

- a g o  

- a r o  

Present Habitual A ( 3 )  

Avol i  tional ( 4 )  

Past Habi tua l ( 9 )  

Present B ( 1 2 )  

Purpo s ive ( 2 0 )  

Future ( 14 )  

Present Hab i tual B ( 1 7 )  

Present Habi tual C ( 1 8 )  

No Tense Suf f i x : 

Far Past ( 2 )  

S u. b j e.c.t I YLd-i.c. .  I YLte.lL- V e. p e. YL -
lL O  9 . de.YLt 

I a n a  a n e a n o 

you sg . a 

he , she , i t a j a , a i a  

we 

you pl . 

they 

a r a  

a w a  

a r a 

I e n a  

you sg . e a  

he , she , i t i j a  

we e r a 

you pl . 

they 

e w a  

e r a 

a e  

a i 

a r e 

a v e  

a r e 

e n e  

e 

e i 

e r e 

e v e 

e r e 

I o n a  o n e  

you sg . o a  o e  

he , she , i t u j a , u i a ,  o i  
u a  

we o r a  o r e 

you pl . owa o v e  

they o r a  o r e 

I 

you sg . 

he , she , i t 

we 

you pl . 

they 

a 

a 

n a  

a 

a wa , a  

a 

a 

n u  

a 

o 

o 

a o  

a u  

a r o 

a v o  

a r o 

e n o  

e o  

e i  

e r o 

e v o  

e r o 

o n o  

o , o h o  

o u  

o r o  

o v o  

o r o 

o 

o 

n u  

o 

a v o , o  

o 

Con t i nu e d  o n  p a g e  6 3 . 



- 5 i Potential ( 1 5 )  

U4 ag e :  Unemp hati c. 
PeIL4 o n - a rt d - S u b j ect;  
Num b e lL  O b j e c. t  

I n a  

you ( s ingular ) u m o  rmo 

he/she/it a mo , a v o  

o m o  

we ( exclus ive ) d a g o  

we ( inc l . dua l )  u n g a e  

we ( inc l . pl . ) u n g o t e  

you (plura l ) u n g o  

they e n a n a 

who ? 

T a b l e 4 ( c ont i nue d ) 

S u b j ect 

I 

we 

I ndic . 

i n a 

i r a 

I ntelL- V ep e n -
lLo g .  d e nt 

( ot h e r  endings need chec k i ng ) 

T a b l e 5 

p R 0 N 0 U N S 

Em phatic. I ndilLect P04 4 e4 4 i v e ;  C o olLdina-
S u b j ect O b j ec.t l rtdilLect tio rt 

' 6 olL ' O b j ect ' to '  ' art d ' 

n a n e n a  n a  e m b o  n a u  n a mo t e  

i n e n a  u m o  e m b o  n o  u m o t e  

e m  i n a e m o  e m b o  em i t a e m i t e 

a m i n a a mo e m b o  a m  i t a a m i t e 

o m  i n a omo e m b o  om i t a o m  i t e  

d a g o n a  d a g o e m b o  d a g o t a  d a g o t e  

u n g a e n a  u n g a e n a e m b o  u n g a e n a u  u n g a e n a mo t e  

u n g o t e n a  u n g o t e n a  e m b o  u n g o t e n a u  u n g o t e n a mo t e  

u n g o n a  u n g o  e m b o  u n g o t a  u n g o t e  

e n a n a n a e n a n a  e m b o  e n a n a t a  e n a n a t e  

a m u n u  a m u n u  e m b o  a m u t a  a 01 u t e  

Tab l e  6 :  Demon s tra t i v e s  - o v e r l e af.  



T a b l  e 6 � 
� 

DEMON S T RAT I VE S  

th-i..� ,  t h-i..� , t hat , t hat , t hat , t hat , what ? what ? 
the� e ,  t h e� e ,  t h o �  e ,  t ho � e ,  tho� e ,  t h o � e ,  

U�ag e :  h elle  helle  thelLe t h elL e  t helLe t h e lL e  w h elL e ?  wheJt e ?  
( n ealL me ) ( n ealL me ( n ealL yo u. )  ( n ealL yo u. ( yo nd e IL ) ( yo n d elL ( po -i.. nt-i..ng ? ) 

I po -i..nt-i..ng ) po -i..nt-i..ng ) p o -i..nt-i..ng ) 

I SUbj ect , Obj ec t  emo e r e mo a m o  a r a mo omo o r omo do  d a i r a m o  
I e r e v i a v o  a r a v o o r o v i 
I 
I ( unseen ) I e r e m i a r a m i o r o m i d a i r a m i I 

I EmPhatic Sub j ect ; 
Instrumental ' w i t h ' em i n a e r e m i n a a m i n a a r a m i n a om i n a o r om i n a d e i n a d a i r a m i n a 

' Coordina tion ' a nd ' ; I , e m  i t e  e r e m i  t e  a m  i t e  a r a m i t e o m  i t e  o r om i t e d e i t e d a i r a m i t e :Time ' a t ' 

IAccompan iment ' w i t h ' em i g a e r e m i g a a m i g a a r a m i g a o m  i g a  o r o m i g a d e i g a d a i r a m i g a 
I 
I 
: po s se s s ive ; 
I Indirec t Obj ect ' to ' ; e m  i t a e r e m i t a a m  i t a a r a m i t a o m  i t a o r om i t a d e i t a d a i r a m i t a 
I 
Location 

Location e i  e r e i  a i a r a i  o i  o r o i  

Des tination ' to ' ;  
' l i k e ' e i n g e  a i n g e a r a i n g e  o i n g e  o r o i n g e  d a i n g e  
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