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Residential building activity increased by 9.6 per cent in 
the June quarter 1994 and is now the highest quarterly 
estimate since the start of the building activity survey in

Engineering consiruction activity feU slightly by 0.5 per 
cent during the June quarter 1994, but remains 1.4 per 
cent above the level recorded twelve months earlier.
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CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY 
AT AVERAGE 1989.4« PRICES 

(SceMnally wgiMed)

CoMtrwctioB Activity - Seasonally adjusted, at 
average 1989-90 prices
Total Construction Activity rose by 5.7 per cent in the 
June quarter 1994, following rises of 0.7 per cent in the 
March quarter 1994 and 1.3 per cent in the December 
quarter 1993. Most of die growth in the June quarter 
1994 was attributable to growth in private sector 

constructiem activity, which rose by 7.1 per cent. Public 
sector construction activity rose sUghtly (0.9%). Total 
construction activity has increased in each of the last 
seven quarters.

the September quarter 1976. This follows a 1.7 per cent 
decrease in the March quarter 1994 (from the then record 
high December quarter 1993 estimate) and is now 14.9 per 
cent above the June quarter 1993 estimate. Prior to the 
fall in the March quarter 1994, the estimate for residential 
building construction activity had risen in every quarter 
since the Squember quarter 1991.

Non-residential building activity increased by 7.1 per cent 
in the June quarter 1994, over the low March quarter 1994 
estimate and is 4.4 per cent above the level of activity 
recorded twelve months earlier.
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Privat« acetar activity
In scasonaUy adjusted terms, at average 1989-90 prices, 
private sector construction activity increased by 7.1 per 
cent dtring the June quarter 1994. A 9.7 per cent rise in 
residential building activity, coupled with a 8.6 per cent 
rise in non-residential building activity, more than offset a 
faU of 5.7 per cent in engineering constructicai totivity. 
Private sector construction activity is 14.4 per cent above 
the level recorded twelve months earlier.

a

Public sector activity
In seasonally adjusted tenns, at average 1989-90 prices, 
public sector construction activity increased slightly by 
0.9 per cent in the June quarter 1994, mainly as a result 
of a 1.9 per cent rise in engineering construction activity, 
A 7.9 per cent rise in residential building construction (by 
far the smallest component) was counterbalanced by a 2.7 
per cent fall in non-residential building with the result that 
total building activity remained unchanged from the 
previous quarter.

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITy AT AVERAGE IMS-M PRICES 
JUNE QUARTER 1M4 (Sefuonally adjusted)

% changes from previous quarter
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engineering consmiction activity rose by 10.1 per cent and

activity fell by 2.9 per cent
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Private sector activity
Private sector construction activity for 1993-94 
(S25 J92in) was 9.3 per cent above the level recorded in

Construction Activity in 1993-94 at average 1989-90 
pnces
Total construction activity for 1993-94 ($37,253m) was 
62 per cent above die level recorded in 1992-93 and 10.8 
per cent above the level of 1991-92. It was however stiU 
9.8 per cent below the peak level attained in 1989-90. 
During 1993-94, residential building activity and

Consiruclion activity

Building
Residential
Non-residential

Tbra/ building
Engineering construction

Total non-residential construction

Total construction

— ----------’J will Oliu
B.4 per cent restively, while non-residential building 
ftrtikjitv ra.l1 k.> n ______ _

1992-93. Private sector residential building activity and 
engineering construction activity rose by 12.1 per cent and 
24.6 per cent respectively during 1993-94, whereas 
non-residential building activity fell by 4.2 per cem.

Public sector activity
F*ublic sector construction activity for 1993-94 ($11,862m) 
increased marginally by 0.1 per cent over 1992-93. 
Public sector engineering construction activity (the largest 
component) rose by 2.8 per cent during 1993-94, 
offsetting falls in residential building activity (-24.2%) 
and non-residential building activity (-0.3%).
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TAUX 1. SEASONALLY AIMUSTED ESTIMAT ES OK CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY 

______________ AUSTRAUA r

RestderaioJ Noa-retidantiai 
buüêbtg

Total 
buiUtftg

AT average im-N PRICES

¿ivjpFieeni«^
c<Mstnêction

Nat-resiéattuU 
construcUcn

Total 
coasrntdioa

Sept, qu 
Dec. qu

3.670
3.796

QUARTERLY ESTIMATES (Sm)

2,291
2.366

5.981
6.136

2,463
2.540

4.754
4.906

■

Mar. qu 
June qu 
Sept, qu 
Dec. qtr

8.424 
8.701

1994 Mar. qtr 
June qtr

1992 Sept, qu 
Dec. qlr

1993 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qu 
Dec. qtr

1994 Mar. qtr 
June qu

1992 Sept, qu 
Dec. qlr

1993 Mar. qtr 
June qu 
Sept, qu 
Dec. qu

1994 Mar. qtr 
June qu

3.820
3,874
4.050
4.131

2,403 
2,229 
2J27 
2,285

6.235
6.092
6.305
6.387

2,649
2,946
2.779
2,756

5,052
5.175
5.006
5.041

8.872
9,049
9.055
9.172

4.062
4.451

2M3 
2J27

6.251
6.758

3.002
2,987

5,175
5.314

9,237
9,765

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER PREVIOUS QUARTER

5.9
3.4

0.6
1.4
4.5
2.0

9.6

3.3
I.O
2.6

-2.6
3.1

4.6
3.2 3.3

1.6
-7.2

2.6

7.1

1.6 
-2.3 
3.5 
1.3

4.3 
11.2 
-5.7 
-0.8

3.0
2.4

-3.3 
0.7

2.0 
2.0 
O.I
1.3

-2.1
8.1

9.0
-0,5

2.7
2.7

0.7
5.7

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER SAME QUARTER OF PREVIOUS YEAR

23.1
18.2

16.8
11.8
10.3
8.8

6.3
14.9

-19.9 2.3
7.2

-5.1
-3.9

-12.9
-5.3 3.7

1.7

-2.8 
-3.4

7.6
2.8
5.4

4.4
16.5
12.8
8.5

3.8
5.3
2.8

6.5
7.1
7.5
5.4

0.3
10.9

13.3
1.4

2.4
2.7 7.9

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY AT AVERAGE 19S9-M PRICES 
(SeaeoBaOy edjwled)

$ million 
r 8.000

Non-TMKkntial con«ruciion - 7,000

- 6,000

- 5.000

R«Mlesti«l bui Wilt I

- 4,000

- 3,000

I- 2.000
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1992 Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1993 Mnr. qtr 
June qu 
SefX. qu 
Dec. qtr

1994 Mar. qtr 
June qtr

1992 Sept , qtr 
Dec. qtr

1993 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec. (¿r

1994 Mar. qtr 
June qtr

1992 Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1993 Mar.qir 
June qtr 
Sepi. qir 
Dec. qtr

1994 Mar. qtr 
June qtr
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table 2. SEASONALLY ADJUSTED FRIVATE SECTOR ESTIMATES OF CONSTRUCTION
AT AVERAGE FRICES

AUSTRALIA r

ACTIVITY

I L .

Residential 
building

Nou-residenaal 
buiiding

Total 
building

Engineenttg 
cvtuiruction

Nofi-resi^tioJ 
consiructio»

Total 
construction

3.400
3,627

3.642
3.668
3.848
3.964

3,940 
4.322

QUARTERLY ESIIMATES ($m)

1.544
1.613

1.506
1,487
1,469
1.479

1.414 
1.535

4,949
5.238

5,149
5,150
5.325
5.438

5,357
5,847

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER PREVIOUS QUARTER

3.4
6.7

0.4
0.7
4.9
3.0

-0.6
9.7

645
674

690
744
768
826

948
894

2.189
2.288

5,589 
5.915

-7.2 
4.5

-6.6
■1.3

1.2 
0.7

8.6

0.0
5.8

1.7
0.0
3.4 
2.1

1.5
9.1

-9.4
4.6

2.3
7.9
3.2
7.5

14.8
-5.7

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER SAME QUARTER OF PREVIOUS YEAR

19.0
20.0

18.9
11.5
13.2
9.3

8.2
17.8

-17.7 
-3.5

-12.7
10.6

3.2

4.4
11.6

4.0
7.6
3.8

4.0
13.5

-14.3

4.5
19.1
22.4

37.5
20.1

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY AT AVERAGE I9B9-99 PRICES 
private SECTOR 
(Scaeoaafiy My«rte<l)

ReMdentul building

Noo-feaidenttal ccaitniction

2.196 
2,231
2,237 
2,305

5.838
5,899
6,085
6,269

2.362
2.429

6.302
6.751

-7.8
4.5

1.6
0.2
3.0

2.5
2.8

-16.7
-5.0

10.2

2.2
0.8

7.6
8.9

$ million 
r 3,000

“ 4,000

- 3.000

- xooo

1.3
5.8

1.3 
I.l 
3.1 
3.0

0.5

1.9
8.9

6.0
4.1
8.9
6.0

8.0
14.4

p Dm
19t7

T
Dec 
1998

T
Dik
I9B9

Dec 
1990

Dre
1991

Dec 
1992

Dec 
1993

Dec 
1994

*- IXK»
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TABLE J. SEASONALLY ADJUSTED PUBLIC SECTOR ESTIMATES OF CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY 

AT AVERAGE I«MjM PRICES
_____  AUSTRAUA r

Perux!
Rtsideniiai 

tniiJding
h'on~resideniial 

building
r<Ma/ 

building
Engineering 
construction

l^on-residentiai 
construction

Total 
construction

1992 Sept, qtr 
Dm. qtr

272
168

QUARTERLY ESTIMA IBS ($m)

739
741

1,016 
892

1,819
1.866

2.551
2,606

1993 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

2.829
2,774

1994 Mar. qtr 
June qir

1992 SqM. qtr 
Dec. qtr

1993 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Doc. qtr

1994 Mar. qtr 
June qtr

1992 Sept, qtr 
Doc. qtr

1993 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1994 Mar. qtr 
June qtr

175
208
204
166

941
729
748
795

1,119
944
957
944

1.960
2.202
2.011
1.930

2.901 
2.931 
2,759 
2.725

3,076
3.138
2.963
2.891

120
130

799
777

919
919

2,054
2,093

2.853
2,871

2,973 
3.001

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER PREVIOUS QUARIER

52.1
38.2

4.4
18.3
-1.7

-18.5

-27.7
7.9

-5.2 
0.3

5.1 
-12.2

0.1
2.6

-1.5
1.9

2.0
1.9

27.1
-22.6

2.7
6.2

25.4
-15.6

1.4

5.0
12.4

1.0

11.3
1.0
5.9

-1.2

10.9
2.0
5.6

-2.4

0.5
-2.7

-2.6 
0.0

6.5
1.9 0.6

2M 
0.9

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER SAME QUARTER OF PREVIOUS YEAR

122.5
11.8

-14.3
16.1

-24.9
-1.0

-31.4
-37.5

-24,3 
-13.0

-7.9
-12.9 -2.2

-93
-5.5

-3.9
-5.9

12.7

1.3
7.3

7.2 
-2.4 
-5.8

5.7

7.8
21.2
10.6
3.4

9.3
12.9
7.9
4.6

7.6
13.1
4.8 
4-2

-15.2
6.6

-17.8 
-2.6

4.8 -1.7
-2.1

-3.4

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY AT AVERAGE PRICES
PUBUC SECTOR 

(ScaHmiRy
Smillkm 
r <000

Non-rcMdcniiaJ coiucructiijn

- 3,000

- 2.000

- 1,000

J

Rwulentui buiUiag

r
Dec 
1987

Dec 
1988

—r- 
Dec 
1989

Dec 
1990

“T“ 
Doc 
1991

the
1992

Dec 
1993

“1
Dec 
1994

0



P9rt«^

1982-83 
1983-84 
1984-85 
1985-86 
i98^r
1987-88 
1988-89 
1999-90 
1990-91 
1991-92
1992-93
1993-94

1982-83 
1983-84 
1984-85
1985-86 
1986-r 
1987-88
1988-89 
1989-90 
1990-91
1991-92 
1992-93
1993-94
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TABLE < OWCINAL KSTIMA I ES OF CONSTRL'CTION ACTIVITY AT
AVEfUGE F«i< E.\ Wi;iCi<

btiHAtg buitfitirg
Tom/

btMtuig
¿•Ufturnbif 
ceruU'nctb't

TMet 
ceeutntctioe

1992 Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1993 Mar. 'jtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1994 Mw. qtr

1992 Sept, qtr

1993 Mar. qtr 
Aiaeqtr

Dec. qtr

1994 Mar. qtr

1992 Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1993 Mar.qtr ' - 
Ameqn- 
Sept qtr 
Dec. qtr

1994 Mw.qtr 
Aneqtr

9.940
11.091 
12.568 
12,449
10.966 
12371
15211 
14.802 
12335
12.909
15.151
16.688

^37
11.6
13.3
-0.9

-11.9
10.1
28.5
-4.6

-133
0.6

17.4
10.1

4X10]

3256 
3.813
4.176
4253

Ki*-’’’

10.7
5.8

7.2
9.5

-13.1
15.7

ANNUAL ESTIMATES (Sni)
’219 
7.914 
9213 

11.175 
12.128 
13.906 
14.590 
15248 
13.588 
10286
9285 
9.020

17.158
19.006
21.780
23323
23.094
25.977
30.101
30250
26.423
23295
24.436
25.708

13.131 
10321
10242 
10.703 

(•)]0298
9.884 
9.798

10328 
11.136 
10228 
10348 
11.546

20250 
18.835 
19.854
21.878 

(•>22326
23.790 
24288 
2i6,4n
24124 
20.713 
19333 
20265

30289 
29.927 
32.422 
34J27 

(•133.792
35.861 
39.899 
41279 
37259 
33322
35.084 
37253

PcRCENTAGE CHANQfe OVER PREVIOUS YEAR
-15.0

9.6
16.4
21.3

8.5
14.7
49
6.6

12.6
23.6
10.6
2.9

20.3
10.8
14.6
8.5 

■2.2

15.9

12 9

4.9
52

quarterly estimates ($m)
2246 
2.462

2228
2249
2278
2279

2.015 
2248

3.6
-16.1
-2.6 
0.6
0 0

-0.9
11.5

1.9
-7.3

9

10 2

4.2
2.5
8.6

-16

3.2

•II.5

9
-1.6 
6.1

3.5
-9.0

-10.5
3

6.2

6.128
6.463

2246
2,572

4392
5334

8.474
9.035

51li 
6,<ti62 
6,454 
6.731

2,494 
3335 
2.646
2.800

4.722
5.484
4.924
5.179

8277
9297
9.101
9.531

5,797
6.725

2.833
3266

4348
5315

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER PREVIOUS QUARTER

8330
9.992

-53 
5.0

-9.5 
I.O

16-5

4.0
5.5

--14.5
9.6

-10.1
7.3

-1.9
6.6

-10.5
4.8
6.5

13 9 
16.0

-3.0
29.7

-18.2
5.8

-6.2
16.2

-10.2
5.2

12.3
-2.1

1.2
15.3 15.8

PERCENTAGE CHANCffi OVER SAXffi- QUARTER OF PREVIOUS YEAR
23.3
18.1

-20.1
~6.1

2.1 
7.3 -3.9

-14.0
-5.3

15.8

' 17.0
11.6
10.4
8.8

3.8
1.6

-2.9

7.6
2.9
5.3

4.5
17.9
12.8

0.0
5.0
4.9
2.9

6.6
1.6

6.4
14.8 4.4

<•) Per expUfuiary of terio br^.«oepar*r«ph Jofthe Fjipian«l<wy .40»«.

0.2
109

13.6
1.0

21
23

4.3



1983-83 
1983-84 
1984-85
1985-86 
1986-87 
198748 
1988-89 
t9«9-98
1990^
1991-92 
19n-93 
1993-94

I98243 
1983-84 
1964*85 
)9«I546

1987-88 
198M9 
198940 
1990-91
1991-92 
1992-93 
1993-94

1994 Mm.qv

1993 tte.qm

1992 flopLigK 
ZXK-qtr

1993 
JuneqB'

Dec. qfr

1993 Mm.^

1994 Mw.ip 
A>m48r

1992 SiFt.^

■•îT'.».'
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raSÆ R OMGOIAL PWVATK ttCTOB EtTlMATBS OT COMrrBUCTiON ACTIVITY AT AVERAGE I9IM8 PRICES 
AVRTRALIA r

wmW— 7«m/ 6i|gÉMcrÉ|f 
caHUnÊOta^ OSMfwaiM

Tom/

ANNUAL EffTMATES (Sm)

1992 SbpLqir 
O«c.

1994 Mv <pr

Dac.«|ir

9294 
10277
11.753 
11362
10.111 
11239 
14465 
14410
12484 
12215 
14226 
16463

4386 
5425
6464
7403 
8.164

10481 
11254 
12400
9489 
6345 
6,159
5302

14280 
15202 
17317
19264 
18275
21440 
26.119 
26410 
21.773
19.160 
20.485 
21365

3.357 
2,147
1362 
2209

(1)2423 
2429 
3411
3.107 
2386 
2323
2.750 
3427

1243 
7.172 
1,136 

lOjOll 
(a)l 0.717

13409 
1426« 
15,107 
12,675
9461 
8309 
9229

17437 
17.449 
19479 
21373

<<120498 
24269 
29.129 
29.116 
24.759 
22483 
23235 
25292

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER PIŒVIÜtJS YEAR
-25.5

104

-14

122
30.9
-5.8

I7J 
12.1

04
22.7 
264
44

23.5
11.6
6.6 

-19.3 
-282 
-412

-234 
12 
PI
8.1 

-5.6 
^3 
21.8

-16.3
-12.0

6.9
72

QUARTERLY ESTIMATES (Sm)
3302 
3425

3289
3410
3467
4,178

3467 
4.251

84
92

9.9
52

-422
153

1.392
1492

1287
1.488
1311
1352

tJ02 
1^37

5994
5317

4.776 
5498 
5478 
5.730

4469 
5.78«

PERCENTAŒ CHANGE OVER PREVIOUS QUARTER

4.3

-18.0 
72 
13 
2.7

-16.1
18.1

6.7
7.5
46

16.5

-36.0
-83 
123

24

-3.9

-5.9
24.6

661
717

655
717
787
878

900
863

-34
8.5

9.5
9.7

114

2.5

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER SAME QUARTER OF PRËVR1U8 YEAR
19.1
204

19.1 
114 
132
92

82
17.7

-484
-34

-124
-10.4

-6.1 
32

(s> For mtjplMttiMi «f Mnm badi. me ^watrapli 3 «féie Ewplmmay Nmc*.

11.7

74
44
73

4.0
13.5

-142
-84

19.0
22.3

374
20.3

-144 
132 
232
lA 

206
9.6 
5.9

-16.1

2253
2410

23M2 
2205 
229« 
2430

2201
2400

7.0

-152 
8.0 
42 
54

99

-174
-54

-102
-64
24 
04

IJ

13.9

164
19.5
0.0 

-154 
-10.8

52
92

5.755 
6J35

5431
5415
6265
6408

5469 
6450

34
82

-12.9

5.5

132

6.1

8.9
63)

144



1982-83 
1983-84 
1984-85
1985-16 
1986-87 
1987-88 
1988-89 
1989-90 
1990-91
1991-92 
1992-93
1993-94

I9«2-I3 
1913-84 
1984-15 
1985-86 
1986-87 
1987-88 
1988-89 
1989-90 
1990-91 
1991-92 
1992-93 
1993-94
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TABLE *. ORIGINAL PUBLK' SCCTOR iLSTIMATCS OP CONSTRUCTIOP4 ACnVITY AT AVERAGE 

AUSTRALIA r

Kuùltigt^ 
Méiitg

Noa-rtMéttatal 
btùlébtg

Total 
bailitbig

EagtitoonHji 
roMfmctiM

1W9-90 PRICES

A/aw-wrwrfewrte; 
cwurnKiRM

Total 
coattmetioa

'1

1992 Sept, qtr 
Dee. qtr

1993 Mar. qtr 
lune qtr 
•«1« M» 
Dee qtr

1994 Mv.qtr

1992 Sept, qtr 
Dee. qff

1993 M«r. qtr 
Xewqlr

Dee. qtr

1994 Mw tycr 
Rineqlr

1992 ftqR.qtr 
DBc.qr

1993 Mv. 4<r 
Juneqir

Dee.

1994 Mv.qir

645 
815 
BIS 
887
856 
712 
645
793 
751 
694
825
625

16.5
26.2
0.0 
89
3.6

16.8 
44
22.8

-7.6
18.8

-24.2

210
176

167
202
209
174

115
127

60.5
-37.1

-5.3
21.4

-16.6

-34.3
105

an: UAL ESTMATIS ($m >
2433 
2489
3.049 
3J72 
3.963
3.825 
3437 
3.548
3.899

2478
3,704 
3464 
4J59 
4419
4.537 
3.982 
4J4!
4.650

\I26 
3.118

3.9SI 
3.742

9,774 
8,774
8681
8.495

(«».075 
6,955
6 717 
7422
8.151 
7,404 
7,898 
8.119

12407 
11663 
11.730 
n.867

(all 2.038 
10.780 
10.124 
11470 
12450 
10,845 
11424 
1IJ37

12652 
12,477 
12.545 
12,754

(a)l2.S94 
11.492 
10.769 
12.162 
12.800 
11639 
11.849 
11.862

PfcRCijNIAOfc CHANGfc OVER PflfcVIOUS YtAR

29.4
55

106
17.5

28.7

10.2
13.1

2.6
102

03

06

-12
6
9

-0.3

12.2
9.0
71

139

15.2
4.2

S.3
6,7

•10.4
-6.1
12.3
6.0

10.0

II 
14 
05
I 1 
l.l 

109

12.9

1.9

9.9
21 
0.1

QUARTOILY ESTIMATES (Soi)
754
770

841
761
767
827

713
811

1,034 
946

1407
964
976

1401

128
937

PERCEN1AQE CHANCffi OVER PREVIOUS QUARTER
■15 
2.1

9.1 6.4

0.7
7.8 2.S

137
-17.3

134

1415
1,154

1440 
2.SIB 
1.860 
1423

1.933
2^

-18.2
10.0

4.8
36.9
26.1

0.6
24.3

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVra SAX^ QUARTER OF PREVKMJS YEAR
”>»^2 ZJm Ztb---------------------------Tir

^3.1 -12.8 ^0

16.2
-254
49

-31.3
-37.5

I2.S

7J

I SI
65

(•IFw cxpUfMtaoo ei MriM bwk. m* fMn*iph 3 of the .«»y Nmm

2.440
2425

2680 
3.279
262-

2.647
3.215

-15.2 
76

21
22.4

-19.9

21.5

—114
-5.5

2,719 
2.80!

2447
3.482
2636
2423

2.76! 
3J4I

10.8
30

1.6
22.3

-186

21.0

-5J
-59

7J
-26
-56

7.9
22.2
10.3
3,7

9.4
14.0

7.7
14.1

1.5
-3.0

i



Period

1992 Sept, qtr 
Dm. qlr

1993 Mar. qtr 
Auwqtt 
Sopt- <10r 
Dm. qtr

1994 Mar. qtr 
Juneqtr

1992 Sept, qtr 
Dm. qtr

1993 Mar.tpr 
Jane qlr 
s«pi.q*r 
Dm. qtr

1994 Mar. qtr 
June <pr

1992 Sept, qtr 
Dm. qtr

1993 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept qtr 
Dm. qtr

1994 Mar. qtr
June qtr

9
5^1

TABLE 7. IMPLICIT PRICE DElHLATOitt» AVflTRAUA r

btàUKitg
Nca-nnéaattat 

biiiidibtg
rotai 

btiiitling
EngiMtriKg
COM^ItCtìOH

Afow-nryiiM—rt«/ 
coiuiructioa

rota/ 
floiufrucriòn

(l9«9-9ti«|iMb 100.0)

102.5
103 Ji

103.1 
103J 
103.5 
104.0

104.4
104.8

94.4
94.1

93.6
93.0
93.7
94.1

93.9
93.9

99.7
99.9

107.8
108.1

101.1 
lOlJ

101.9 
102.3

ài

'^1

j j '' 'I

99.7 
99.7 

lOOJ
100.8

101.0 
lOlJ

108.4
108.6
108.2
107.9

1(^.1
108.6

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER PREVIOUS QUARTER

-0.5 
0.7 -0.3

0.5 
0.2

0.0
0.3

OJ 
0.2 
0.5

0.4
0.4

201.4
102.2
101.5
101.6

102.3
102.8
102.6
102.9

102.2
102.5

103.4
103.7

OJ 
0.1

0.0 
0.4

-0.5
-0.6 
0.8 
0.4

-0.2
0.0

0.0 
0.5 
0.6

0.2
0.3

0.3
0.2

0.2
0.5

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER SAME QUARTER OF PREVIOUS YEAR

's--' a«“"’“.

0.2
0.8

0.1

0.6 
0.3

-3.5
-20

-1.4 0.9
0.7

).9

0.0 
0.5

-OJ 
0.3

0.S 
0.3

-0.9
-OJ

0.0 
0.3 
1.0 
0.8

-1.0
-0.4
-0.7 

0.0

0.1 
0.5 
0.5 
0.9

0.7
0.7
0.4

-0.2

0.3 
IJ 
0.4 
0.4

OJ 
0.9 
0.7 
045

1.3
1.5

0.3
1.0

IJ 
1.6 0.0

0.8
0.3

1.1 
0.9

I'-.
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explanatoby notes
latrodactiai

This publication conuiins consiau price gì
8. The c«t of land is excluded. Repair and mainte -

me level (rf construction activit>* in Au«tniiifl ft al*u con- 
implicil price deflators derived from these eMhnaies.

The estimates provide a measure (in ‘real’ terms) of resi­
dential building, non-residential building, total budding, 
engineering constructiQii, non-residential constiuction Mid 
total construction activity for die private and public 
tors.

soc-

nance activity is excluded.

Definiriona
9. A building is defined as a rigid, fixed and permanent 
structure which has a roof. Ils intended purpose is primar­
ily to house people, plant, machinery, vehicles, goods or 
livestock, with provision for regular access by persons.

X The estimates are cmnpiled ftom lesults of the ABS 
wrve^ Building Activity (BAGS), Oaistrection Odier 
than Budding (CXJTB), Engineering Construction (BCS) 
snd front goveminent finance ri«ra

3. The engineering construction estimates for quarters 
to and including September 1986 were confided 

from the ECS which covers both the private and public 
sectors. For earlier quarters, activitv for the private sector 
S“ hackwank using the results from
the COTB which was limited to jobs valued at SltXJ.OOO 
or more undertaken by private contractors. However, no 
equivalent extrapolation could be done for woik under­
taken by the public sector, and it was necessary to use 
government finance data. Hence thme is a break in the 
continuity ai the series.

Scope and coverage
4.

es-

The esrimates relate to construction activity whir-K 
muudes construction of new buildings, alterations and ad­
ditions to existing buildings retd engineering constmctirai 
^viiy (roods, bridges, railways, earthworics. etc). The w_- 
rimates measure total activiiy on construction rather than 
the output of the Construction industry (i.e. the value of 
constniction activity undertaken by businemes classified 
to industtm other than Constiuction is included and non- 
construcrion activity of businesses in the Construction 
indiisiiy is excluded).

10. Residential building is defined as building predomi­
nantly consisting of one or more dwelling units. A 
dwelling unit is defined as a self-contained suite of rooms 
including cooking and bathing facilities, intended for king 
term residential use. Units (whether self-contained or not) 
within buildings offering instibitional care, such as hospi­
tals. or temporary accommodation such as motels, hostels 
and holiday apartments, are not defined as dwelling unite, 
but are included in non-residential building.

11. Non-residential building is defined as building other 
than residential building and includes hotels, shops, facto­
ries, offices etc.

12. Engineering construction is defined as construction 
other than building and includes roads, bridges, railways, 
harbours, water storage and supply, sewerage and drain­
age, electncity generation, pipelines, telecoininunications 
etc.

13. Non-resideniial construction is the sum of nori-resi-
dential building and engineering constniction.

Vahiarion of jobs
14. Value of work done during the period rqpresents the 
estiinated value of building or engineering construction 
work actually carried out during the quarter on jobs which 
have commenced.

5. The boiltfing estáñales relate to:
ClaasincatiaB

6.

(a) construction of new residential buildings aul «»
alterations and additions to residential buildings
with an approval value of $10X100 or more; Mid

(b) all non-residBiitial building jobs with an approvai
value of SSOjXXl or more.

th® September quarter 1990, only non-iesiden- 
tial building jobs with an approval value of $50 000 
(previously $30X100) or more are included. Fer more' de­
tails on the eOra of the new cut-ofEs on specific classes 
of noB-reaideaiial building (in emrent price terms) please 
refer to BuOtiing Activity, Australia (875X0) for die Seo- 
lember ipianer 1990.

15. Ownership. The ownership of construction work is 
classified as either public sector or private sector accord­
ing to the sector of the intended owner of the completed 
work as evident at the time of approval. Residential 
buildings being constructed by private sector builders un­
der government housing authority schemes whereby the 
authonty has ctmtracted, or intends to contract, to pur­
chase the buildings <m or before completion, are classified 
as public sector.

un-

IO pur-

T- The eagiaeer^ coosauctian estañares retare to 
gtneeriag ooeatraction work taaderttken nt Amtialja.

cn-

Seasonai adjustaaeat
16. Details of methods used in seasonally adjusting 
original series are available on request

17. Large fluctuations in serie;: as a result of uiCRular 
infllWWWMT «m .1 1__________ ■ .. _, ~ ----------- ------ » avoiHS VM UaC^UIOI
innuences are not removed by seasonal adjustment, «ui
paaticulM care diould be taken in inteqxctàig individual
quaner-to-quaner movements.

S ■
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Esfitaatea at ctNMlaat prices
18. Constant price estimates measure changes in value 
after the direct effects of price changes have been elimi­
nated. The deflators used to revalue the current price 
estimates in this publication are derived from the same 
price data underlying the deflators compiled for the dwell­
ings and non-dwelling construction componentt of the 
National Accounts aggregate 'Private gross fixed capital 
expenditure'.

19. Estimates at constant prices are subject to a number 
of approximations and assumptians. Further information 
on the nature and concepts of constant price estimates is 
contained in Section 4 of Australian National Accounts : 
Concepts, Sources and Methods (5216.0).

Implicit price deflators
20. Implicit price deflators provide an estimate of the 
price change between the base period of the relevant con­
stant price estimate (currently 1989-90) and any other 
period, and use the quantity weights of tliis latter period. 
An implicit price deflator is obtained by dividing a current 
price value by its corresponding constant price value. 
Thus implicit price deflators are derived measures (hence 
the term implicit') and at the level of published aggre­
gates are not normally the direct measure of price changes 
by which ctmponents of current price estimates are con­
verted to estimates at constant prices.

Interpretation and analysis
21. Care should be exercised when interpreting quarter- 
to-quarter movements in the estimates as short term 
movements do not necessarily indicate a change in trend.

22. EstiiruUes for financial years are simple aggregates of 
quarterly estimates. All estimates for the current quarter 
and preceding quarter are preliminary and subject to revi­
sion. However, it may be necessary from time to time to 
revise estimates for earlier periods.

Retatad pubUcaaiom
23. Users may also wish to refer to the following publi- 
cations which contain statistics relating to building and 
construction;

Australian National Accounts: National Income. Expendi­
ture and Product (5206.0) — issued quarterly.

Building Approvals, Australia (8731.0) — issued monthly.

Building Activity, Australia: Dwelling Unit Commence­
ments, Preliminary (8750.0) — issued quarterly.

Building Activity, Australia (8752.0) — issued quarterly.

Engineering Construction Activity, Australia (8762.0) — 
issued quarterly.

M. Current publications produced by the ABS are listed 
in the Catalogue of Publications and Products, Australia 
(1101.0). The ABS also issues, on Tuesday and Fridays, a 
Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to 
be released in the next few days. The Catalogue and Pub­
lications Advice are available from any ABS office.

Symbols and other usages
r figure or series revised sitK:e previous issue

nA

not applicable 
nil or rounded down to zero 
not available

____ break in continuity of series (where drawn 
between two consecutive figures in the same 
column)

25. Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may 
occur between sums of the component items and totals.

RICHARD MADDEN 
Acting Australian Statistician

I
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For more information...
The ABS publishes a wide range of statistics and other information on Australia's 
economic and social conditions Details of what is available in various publications 
and other products can be found in the ABS Catalogue of Publications and Products 
available at all ABS Offices (see below tor contact details).

Information Consultancy Service
Information tailored to special needs of clients can be obtained from the Information 
Consultancy Service available at ABS Offices (see Information Inquiries below tor 
contact details).

National Dial-a-Statisiic Line
0055 86 400

(Staadycom PuL pmmium rate 2Scr2i 4 aeca.)

This number gives 24-hour access, 365 days a year for a range of statistics.

Electronic Data Services
A large range of data is available via on-line services, diskette, magnetic tape, tape 
cartridge and CD ROM. For more details about our electronic data services, contact 
any ABS Office (see below).

Bookshops and Subscriptions
There are over 400 titles of various publications available from ABS bookshops in all 
ABS Offices (see below Bookshop Sales for contact details). The ABS also provides 
a subscription service through which nominated publications are provided by mail on 
a regular basis at no additional cost (telephone Publications Subscription Service toll 
free on 008 02 0608 Australia wide).

Sales and Inquiries
Ragionai Offices
SYDNEY 
MELBOURNE 
BRISBANE 
PERTH 
ADELAIDE 
HOBART 
CANBERRA 
DARWIN

(02) 
(03) 
(07) 
(09) 
(08) 
(002) 
(06) 
(089)

Information Inquirioa
268 4611
615 7000
222 6351
360 5140
237 7100
20 5800
207 0326
43 2111

Bookshop Saias 
268 4620 
615 7829 
222 6350 
360 5307 
237 7582 
20 5800 
207 0326 
43 2111

National Office
ACT (06) 252 6007 008 020 608

Keylink 
X.400 
Internet

ABS Email Addresses
STAT.INFO/ABS
(CAU,A:TELMEMO,O:ABS,SNINFO,FN:STAT)
STAT.INFO@ABS. TELEMEMO.AU

Information Services. ABS, PO Box 10, Belconnen ACT 2816
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