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PHONE INQUIRIES

MAIL INQUIRIES

ELECTRONIC 
SERVICES

• about these statistics and the availability of related unpublished statistics contacl 
Karen Lynch on Canberra (06) 252 6741 (fas (06) 251 5324) or any ABS Slate office.
• about other statistics and AUS services — coniaci Information .Services on Canberra (06j 
252 6 627, 252 5402, 252 6007 or any ABS State office.
• write to Information Services, ABS, P.O. Box 10, Belconnen, A.C.T . 2616 or any ABS 
Stale office.
• on DISCOVERY — key *656#. • on AUSSTATS
• on TELESTATS —phone (06) 252 5404 Foreign Trade statistics inquiries. 

(06) 252 5405 Main Economic Indicator inquiries.

phune (06) 252 6017.

SOTE: Caution needs to be exercised when interpreting month to month movements in the original and seasonally 
adjusted statistics of new motor vehicle registrations. The series are affected by variations in the rate of processing of 
records particularly in the Victorian Slate registrations .system, although the .tiltiation in that State has improved 
onsiderably in recent months.

MAIN FEA TURKS

rhe original, .seasonally adjusted and trend estimates of total motor vebiele regi.stratiun.s for (kloher 1489, Sep­
tember 1990 and October 1990 (See Note above) are:
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TABLE 1. NEW MOl'OR VEHICLES BY TYPE OF VEHICLE. 
ORIGINAL, SEASONALLY ADJURED AND TREND ESTIMATE : AUS'I'KAJJA

Modjr cars and 
station nnsgotu Othtr vihi£lu(a) Total(af

I9g9.9a_ 
August 
Septen^r 
October 
November 
Dooember 
January 
February

April 
May 
June

Ortiutai
SeasonaUy 

adjusi^
Trend 

estunaie Ordinal
5«<u<Md/ly 

adjustai
Trend 

estimate Originai
SMionally 

atiiusled
Trend 

estimale

1990-91— 
July 
August 
Septesnbei 
Oaoher p

42,169 
42.996 
40314 
41346 
37371
34,718 
37.665 
49,754 
37385 
^T,dTt 
40,858

44.603
40,550 
40.277 
41,167

38.649 
41377 
40,727 
39.415 
37.970 
41,881 
41,427 
46,424 
43.046 
42,853 
38,915

44315
37367 
40390 
39,343

39,961 
40.098 
40,033 
40,053
40353 
41384 
42330 
43,004 
43,180 
42,693 
41,787

12,621 
12336 
10,869 
11.919
9,897 
9.494

10348 
12,418
9,899 

12.876 
11,605

11.816 
12.713 
11.054 
11,847 
11381 
11,711 
11.474
11.142 
10,930 
11,402 
10.274

11,462 
11.684
11.782 
11,743 
11,643 
11313 
11,408 
11386 
11.067 
10,783 
10.533

54,790 
55332 
51.183 
53365 
47,168 
44312 
48313 
62,172 
47384 
60353 
52,463

50,466 
54390 
51,781 
51362 
49351 
53391 
52.901 
57366 
53.976 
54355 
49.189

51.423 
51.782 
51,815 
51.796 
52,196
52,897 
53.738 
54390 
54.247
53.477 
52.320

40.896
40.189
39,592
39.326

11,158 
9,954 
9.741

11,460

10.499
9.263

10.482
10,940

10354
10359 
10343 
10382

55.761 
50304 
50,018 
52327

54.814
46,830 
50,872 
50383

51349
50.448
49.834
49,608

(a) Eaclttdra ntotor cycba. uactm. plant and equipment, caravvu and uattan

TABLE 2. NEW MOiOR VEHICLES TYKE OK VEHICLE AtSTRALiA

19B9-9O— 
At^ust 
Sefitcxnbcr 
October 
November 
I>ecembcr 
Januaiy 
F^sruarv 
March 
April 
May 
June

Motor cars 
ami 

station 
oragaeu Utilauà

Tanei
IMWJ

Nonfrtiglu 
/iigui Articulaied carryMg(a) Bum

Total 
'excludes 

motor
-

Motor 
cycles

42.169 
42.996 
40314 
41,346 
37371
34.718 
37,665 
49,754 
37385 
47,477
40.858

4317 
4.472 
4.132 
4392 
3353 
3,612 
3,982 
4313 
3,616 
4,767 
4.225

2.972 
2387 
2351 
3.019 
2,448 
2351
2354 
3.164 
2,307 
3,165 
2.935

(a) Fomterly other inack type vchicloa.

NSW

Onur^l
Trenti 

eslunale
Seasonally 

adjusted

19366 
17,614 
18,093 
19380

18,612 
16,077
18394
19318

18321 
18,146 
18,124 
18336

2.909 
2.654 
2369 
2.752

3,906 
3329 
3.738 
4,483

44.603 
40350 
40377 
41,167

¡990.91— 
July 
August 
September 
October p

1990-91— 
July 
August 
Sc^iteniber 
Qqtobcf p

19S9-90— 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February 
.March 
April 
May 
June

3.997 
4,052 
3,092 
3.459 
3,098 
2.601
3.155 
3.79.5 
3,012 
1.803 
3.380

330/ 
2.830 
2,603 
3302

363 
401
344 
425 
244 
248 
250 
367 
368 
361 
353

298
236
228
241

168 
174 
146 
204 
128 
123
97 

161 
114 
170 
187

604 
550 
604
520
426 
559 
510
618 
482 
610 
525

54.790 
55332 
51.183 
53365 
47.168 
44312 
48313 
62.172 
47384 
60353 
52,463

1359 
1,627
1,665 
1.810 
1.753 
1.726
1.793 
1.846 
1.722 
1.821
1.586

18?
148
129
178

550
557
474
604

55.761
50.504
50,018
52.627

1,407
1.584
1,626
2,048

TABLE 3. NEW MOTOR VEHICLES{sJ, ORIGINAL, SEASONALLY ADJUSTED AND TREND F^STIMATE: 
STATE ! TERRITORY

Original

Vic. Qid

Seasonally 
adjujled

Trend 
estdruite Original

5«ar(Mâ/^> 
adjusi^i

Trend 
estunate

19,978 
18,407 
18.964 
19,907 
15340 
18,218 
17,288 
21,025 
14,715 
23,404
20,071

18,096 
18,012 
19,820 
19,617 
16352 
22311 
18,816 
19,155 
16,707 
20,629 
18383

17,849 
18.284 
18.783
19.159
19337 
19314 
19338 
19,123 
18.909 
18.637 
18,360

13.875 
17322 
12.090 
13306 
13,818
8.440 

12,051 
19321 
14,863 
15,066 
12.378

12,686 
16,996 
11,797
12393 
14,897
10,161 i 
13376
18,608 
16,418
14,112 
11,868

14317 
14,151 
13,665 
13,158 
13.145 
13,624 
14362 
14,951 
15,156 
14,780 
14,056

8.990 
7.841 
9354
8.542 
7.691
8.003 
8357
9.401
7.433

10,455 
8.919

8.344 
7,963 
9,443 
8,339
7.762 
9,838 
9,075 
8318
8369 
9,113 
8,222

8,454 
8,497 
8365
8,649 
8.748 
8.795 
8.822 
8.839 
8,880 
8.942 
9.000

f

15,627
12,055
12,701
12,627

15,128 
11.056 
12.643 
11.796

13.191 
12307 
11,977 
11,756

10,613 
8,987 
8,747 
9,614

10,673
8,264
9,277
8,998

9,089
9,144
9.161
9,142

.ÿ
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TABLE 3. NEW MOTOR VEHICLES (a), ORIGINAL, SEASONALLY ADJUSTED ANO TREND ESViMATt 
STATE / TERRITORY eonttnund

SA

1999^90— 
August 
September 
Ooober 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March

June

Originai

3,767 
4,027 
3492 
3,750 
3436 
2,924 
3,769 
4,025 
3.720 
3.793
3.845

Seasanalty Trend 
etíi/naie Originai

Snasan^ty 
adjusted

Trend 
estinute Ortgt^

Tremi 
en unate

2990-97— 
July 
August 
Slumber 
October p

3,604 
4.147 
3,867 
3,833

3.624 
3.897 
3,218
3487 
3.436 
3,661 
4.115
3.621 
4.424 
3,477 
3,711

3,633 
4,031 
3,878 
3,600

.VTfà;

3.465 
3.441
3,434 
3.473
3,564 
3.685
3,791
3.866 
3,883
3,847 
3.806

3.783
3.778
3.777
3,745

5410 
4454 
4.806 
4.843 
4481 
4.609 
4436 
5491 
4.262 
4.888 
4424

4.990 
4,673
4.652 
4.701 
4J66 
5438 
4,966 
4,807 
5,019 
4.462 
4.133

4,768 
4.715
4,693 
4.715
4.784 
4.866 
4.89”’ 
4.848 
4.726 
4469
4.421

1,099 
1,113 
1.088 
1453 
1.461

961 
1,105 
1417 
1.022 
1471 
1,166

1.130 
1.091 
1X176 
1,098 
1,154 
1420 
1472 
:40o 
1.303 
¡484 
1449

4.037 
4,877
4.035 
4385

4.119
4.612
4.295
4,069

442 
4466 
4419 
4,178

: .126. 
1445 
1470 
1,135

:4i> 
¡.194

(Cl

ACT(b> AuM'tMuI

/989-9O— 
Aufust 
September 
October 
November 
December 
Januaiy 
Febniar. 
March 
ie?' 

June

Origi/ul
Trt/Ki 

esiimaie Originai
Tuna 

estunait
S'eojöwö/.'v 

adjusted
Trerta 

tstunaie

¡990-9Í— 
July 
August 
September 
Qqoberp

544 
471 
486 
462 
360 
367 
434 
518 
408 
5(»
538

463 
468 
469 
46ò 
461
455 
451 
455 
46?
472 4-fq

1427 
1497
1403 
1402 
8681
690

1.074 
861
968 

1.02:

:.07v 
1.134 
1,131
1,079 
1004
937 
904
907
929

54.790 
55432 
51.183 
53465 
47.166 
44412 
48413 
62.172 
47484 
60453

50.466 
5449c 
51.781

49451 
5349: 
52.90! 
5746r 
53.976 
54455 
49, IS'.

51,41? 
51.782 
51.815
51.796 
52,196 
52.89"'
53.738 
5449t.
54.24“ 
53.4r 
*2i2i

529
559
445
485

482 
(0 
(c) 

JeL

959 
1.021

860
968

(c)

*5.761 
50,504 
50.018 
52,627

(*) Excludc* FDOtor cjck», ffKUn. pUnt and equipm«nc canaana and tniien (b) Soe pangnph 6 of ihe Eapianawa- Sua« :cl Trend emireiains fo 
receru monthi t» nibject to ngnificant revremn and «re n« ccRndacd ■uffictendv relùbie u> -tIttiit

54.814 
46.83Í 
50.972 
50483

5I44y 
50.448 
49,834 
49,606

*.'j «me* ihe mnt:

EXPLANATORY NOTES

/

Introduction
This publication contains preliminary information 

regarding registrations of new motor vehicles and includes 
particulars of motor cars and stahon wagons, utilities, 
panel vans, buses, rigid and articulated trucks, other truck 
type vehicles and motor cycles.

vary significantl) trom actual sales ot neu motor vehicles 
for the same period

4. The statistics uicludc vehicles with diplomatic and
consular plates and State and Commonwealth Government 
owned vehicles other than those belonging to the defence 
services.

Scope and coverage
2. Motor vehicie registration statistics are obtained from

5. Recreation vehicles such as trail bikes and sand dune

data made avai’able by the various State and Territory 
motor vehicle registration authorities and reflect the infor­
mation as recOTded in registration documents.

buggies intended for use in public places are required to 
be registered in Victoria and Queensland. Particulars of 
these registrations are regarded as outside the scope of 
new motor vehicle registration statistics

3. In these statistics registraiions mean registrations
processed by the motor vehicle registration authorities in 
the States and Territories during the period. In Western 
Australia, South Australia, Tasmania, Northern Territory 
and the Australian Capital Territory the figures shown 
depart little from actual registrations during the period. In 
New South Wales, Victoria and Queensland advice of 
some registrations is often not received by the central 
motor vehicle registration authority until some time after 
the actual date of registration. For this reastxi a consider­
able number of registrations processed in a month actually 
relate to vehicles registered prior to that month. Because 
of these lags in registry processing, statistics of new motor 
vehicle registrations fw periods as short as one month can

Seasonal adjustment
6. Original and seasonally adjusted registrations of new
motor vehicles are shown in Tables 1 and 3, Seasonally 
adjusted series are calculated for each State and Territory 
for the series "Motor cars and station wagons", "Other 
vehicles" and "Total vehicles", but those series for Tas­
mania, Northern Territory and Australian Capital Territory 
are not sufficiently reliable to be released in their own 
right, though they are included in the Australian ag­
gregate, The component StateZTcmtory "Motor cars and 
station wagons' and "Other vehicles" seasonally adjusted 
figures are summed to derive the Australian figures and 
the two resultant figures are summed to obtain Australian
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seasonally adjusted "Total vehicles”. Details of the 
methods used in seasonally adjusting these statistics are 
available on request.

7. Seasonal adjustment may be earned out by various
methods and the results may vary slightly according to 
the procedure adopted. Accordingly, seasonally adjusted 
statistics should not be regarded as in any way deflnitive. 
In interpreting particular seasonally adjusted statistics it is 
important to bear in mind the methods by which they 
have been derived and the limitations to which the 
methods used are subject.

Motor Vehicle Registrations, Australia (9303.0)—issued 
monthly

Motor Vehicle Registrations, Australia. 1988-89 (9304.0)

12. Current publications produced by the ABS are listed 
in the Catalogue of Publications and Products. Australia 
(1101.0). The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, 
a Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to 
be released in the next few days. The Catalogue and Pub­
lications Advice are available from any ABS office.

8. Seasonal adjustment is a means of removing the es-
timated effects of normal seasonal variation from the 
series so that the effects of other influences on the series 
may be more clearly recognised. Seasonal adjustment pro­
cedures do not aim to remove the irregular or 
non-seasonal influences which may be present in any par­
ticular month, such as the effect of introducing new 
models, processing delays, or industrial disputes. Irregular 
influences that are highly volatile can make it difficult to 
interpret the movement of the series even after adjustment 
for seasonal variation.

Symbols and other usages
p preliminary figure or series subject to revision 
r figures or series revised since previous issue

Electronic services
DISCOVERY. Key *656# tor selected current economic, 

social and demographic statisucs

AUSSTATS. Thousands of up-to-date time .series arc 
available on this ABS on-line service 
through PAXUS COMNET. For further 
information phone the AUSSTATS Help 
Desk on (06) 252 6017

9. The seasonally adjusted series can, however, be
smoothed to reduce the impact of the irregular component 
in the adjusted series. This smoothed seasonally adjusted 
series is called a trend estimate. The treiKl estimates of 
motor vehicle registration statistics for Australia arc- 
shown in Tables 1 and 3 and have been derived by ap­
plying a 13-term Henderson-weighted moving average to 
the seasonally adjusted series.

TELESTATS. This service provides:
• foreign trade statistics tailored to

users requirements. Further

10. While this technique enables trend estimates for the 
latest period to be produced, it docs result in revisions to 
the trend estimate for the most recent months as addition­
al observations become available. There may also be 
revisions as a result of changes in the original data, and 
as a result of the re-estimation of the seasonal factors. 
Users may wish to refer to the ABS Information Papers, 
A Guide to Smoothing Time Series — Estimates of 
"Trend" (1316.0) and Time Series Decomposition — An 
Overview (1317.0) for more detailed information on 
smoothing of seasonally adjusted time series data.

ihforr.«ition is available on (06) 252 
5^104
text and tables for selected Mam 
Economic Indicator publications 
Further information i.s available on 
(06) 252 5405.

Floppy disk service
Selected ABS statistics are available on 
floppy disk. Further information is 
available on (061 252 6684.

IAN CASTLES 
Australian Statistician

■
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Related publications
11. Users may also wish to refer to the following motor 
vehicle registration pubiication.s which are available on 
request:

i

w
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