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I. WAGE RATES INDEXES

1. This section contains paiticulars of weiglited
average minimum weekly and hourly wage rates for 
adult males and adult females for Australia and each 
State, together with index numbers with base : year 
1954 = 100. Less detailed statistics are first published in

5. Because the indexes are ilcjgncd to measure
movements in prescribed minimum rates of “wages” as 
distinct from “salaries", those awards, etc. which relate 
solely or mainly to salary earners are excluded. Thus

the monthly statement,
() (Reference No. 6.37).

li'age Rates Indexes
awards i< to employees in the Finance and

2. The wage rales used in the compilation of the
indexes are the lowest rates for a full week’s work
(excluding overtime) prescribed for particular
occupations. In the majority of cases the rates are 
prescribed in awards or determinations of Federal or 
State industrial authorities or in collective agreements 
registered with them. Rates prescribed in unregistered 
collective agreements are used where these are dominant 
in the particular industries to which they refer.

Property indusliy group (banking insurance, etc.) are 
excluded as arc awards relating to occupations such as 
engineers, scientists, architects, teachers, nurses, etc. and 
to administrative employees in governirent services. 
Some awards that specify annual rates of pay fui ceriain 
occupations mainly in government employment (for 
example, mail officers, postal officers, drivers, linemen, 
telecommunications technicians, clerks and clerical
assistants, office machine
telephonists, etc.) are included.

operators, typists,

3. The Wage Rates Indexes are based on the
occupation structure existing in 1954. Weiglits for each 
industry and each occupation were derived from two 
sample surveys made in that year. The first was the 
Survey of Awards in April 1954. which showed the 
number of employees covered by individual awards, 
determinations and collective agreements, and provided 
employee weights for each industry as well as a basis for 
the Survey of Award Occupatioiu made in November 
1954. This second survey showed the number of 
employees in each occupation within selected awards,
etc. in the various industries, thereby providing
occupation weights. Revised indexes based on more up 
to date weighting patterns are being developed.

4. The minimum wage rates used in the indexes arc
for representative occupations within eadi industry. 
They have been derived entirely from representative 
awards, determinations and collective agreements in 
force at the end of each period commencing with March 
1939 for adult males and March 1951 for adult females. 
The current indc.x for adult males includes rates for 
3,415 award designations prescribed in 501 awards, 
determinations and collective agreements. As some of 
these designations arc operative within more than one 
industry, or in more than one State, the total number of 
individual award occupations i - 2,313. For adult females
the corresponding numbers are 1.100 award
designations, 187 awards, etc. and 515 individual award 
occupations. By use of the industry and occupation 
weights derived from the surveys described above, these 
rates were combined to give weighted averages for each 
industry group for each Stale and Australia. Because of 
coverage difficulties the rural industry is not included in 
the indexes. A list of the major awards used in the 
compilation of the wage rates index for adult males, 
together with explanatory notes, was shown in the July 
1974 and August 1974 issue of this publication. The 
industry weighting pattern of the indexes is shown on 
page 80 of Labour Statistics, ¡975 ( Reference No. 6.61 ).

6. The rates for particular occupations used in the
indexes are prescribed in awards, determinations and 
collective agreements as set out in paragraph 2 above. 
Relevant rales of prescribed minimum wages for adu’t 
males and adult females (see page 12) are used when 
applicable. For some occupations general loadings of 
various kinds aie included. Loadings, etc. that are not 
applicable to all workers in a specified award occupation 
(for example, those payable because of length of service; 
working in wet, dirty or confined places; excess fares 
incuired due to location of building site) are not 
included in the wage lales indexes. Annual leave
loadings. prescribed in many awards, etc., are not
included in the wage rates indexes. The ten per cent 
additions to minimum wage rates for adult males first 
prescribed in some Western Australian State awards in 
October 1970 are included in the wage rates. The weekly 
rates used in the index for occupations specified in the 
National Building Trades Construction Award include 
the weekly base rale of pay, the special allowance and 
the industry allowance

7. In recent ycais the awaid rates ot pay for some
government employees have been based on actual rates 
of pay for cmployec.s in the piivate sector, which include 
over-award payments, loadings, etc. Thus award rates of 
pay for goveinmeui employees in certain occupations 
will be bighc! than (hose for private employees in 
comparable occupations. This may affect the relative 
levels of the weighted average minimum wage rates in 
industry groups which have a large component of
govern meni employees
Communication group).

(for exam pie, the

The inde.xes ;'*'c designed to measuie trends in
wage rales in cuireiit awards, etc. excluding the effects 
of changes in the relative impoilance of industries, 
awards and occupations. The weighted average wage 
rates shown in the tables in this section are therefore 
indexes expressed in money terms, and do not purport 
to he actual current averages. Similarly, neither these 
weighted average wage rates nor the corresponding index
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numbers measure the relative levels of average current 
wage rates as between States or industries.

9. Since 1954 the industrial structure in Australia

figures shown in Section III. The wage rates also cannot 
be directly compared with the average earnings series 
mentioned in Section IV for similar reisons.

has undergone changes which are likely to have had 
some effects on the representativeness of the regimen of 
the indexes. These effects are mitigated because 
occupations in new or expanding industries are often 
covered by existing awards and the wage rates for new 
occupations usually conform very closely to those for 
existing occupations. Also, where an entirely new award 
has been made and the number of employees affected 
has warranted such action, occupations from the new 
award have been introduced into the indexes. These 
latter cases have not been of great significance.

13. Related publications. Wage rates and index
numbers for adult males are available as at the end of 
each quarter from March 1939 to December 1956 and as 
the end of each month from January 1957. Particulars 
‘oi adult females have been compiled quarterly from 
March 1951 to June 1967 and monthly from July 1976. 
For details of wage rates and index numbers from 1939 
reference should be made to the following bulletins.

10. Weighted average miiumuin weekly wage rates
for adult males and adult females covered by “Federal 
awards, etc.” and for those covered by “Stale awards, 
etc ” (as defi’^ed below) are shown separately in Tables 3 
and 9. The wage rates for these two categories may 
change at any time as a result of the transfer of 
particular awards or occupations from one jurisdiction 
to another.

Relevant definitions are a' follows :

"Federal awards, etc.” ’nclude awards of, or
collective agreements
Australian Conciliation

registered with,
and

the
Arbitration

Commission and the Coal Industry Tribunal, and 
determinations of the Australian Public Service 
Arbitrator.

Minimum Wage Rates, March 1939 to June 1965 
(Reference No. 6.17)
Wage Rates Indexes, June 1965 to June i968 
(Reference No. 6.21)
Wage Rates Indexes, June 1968 to June 1972 
(Reference No. 6.33)
Wage Rates and Earnings, June 1976, (Reference 
No. 6.16) for final figures July 1972 to June 
1975,
Figures subsequent to June 1975 will be found in 
the July 1976 and later issues of this bulletin, and 
in the July 1976 and later issues of the monthly 
statement Wage Rates Indexes (Preliminary! 
(Reference No. 6.37).
All publications produced by the ABS are listed in 
Publications of the Australian Bureau of Statist u : 
(Reference No. 1.8), which is available fre? ■ ' 
charge from any ABS office.

"State awards, t 
determinations of,

etc.” 
or

include awards

14. 
new

or

In some cases, when awards etc. are varied, the 
wage rates arc made retrospective. Also there is

collective agreements
registered with, .State industrial tribunals together 
with certain unregistered collective agreements 
where these are dominant in the particular 
industries to which they refer.

The proportion of employees covered by
Federal and State awards, etc. varies considerably
between States. In addition, the proportions of
employees engaged in the ie.spective industries and 
occupations differ from Slate to Slate. As a result there 
may be relatively wide differences between the weighted 
average wage rates in the several Slates.

generally an unavoidable, and sometimes considerable, 
delay in the receipt of notification of changes in wage 
rates in respect of the occupations included in the 
indexes. Because of these delays, etc., figures for the 
btest twelve months are subject to revision. As such 
revisions are made they are published in ihe normal 
monthly tables of this bulletin. Considerations of space 
preclude the publication herein of revised figures for 
each industry group in each State but these are available 
on request.

15. A table showing the distribution of weekly

12. For reasons discussed in paragraph 2, page 13
weekly wage rates for adult males shown in this Section 
cannot be compared directly with average earnings

wage rates included in the wage rates indexes, the 
weighted averages and medians of the indexes, and the 
proportion of index weights for wage rates equal to the 
various minimum wages, for May 1977 was published in
the bulletin h'age Rates
f Preliminar)'J (Reference No. 6.37).

Indexes. May 1977

D. V. YOUNGMAN
Acting Australian Statistician
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TABLE I. WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT MALES (a), INDUSTRY GROUPS, AUSTRALIA

Weighted average minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work (excluding overtime), as prescribed in awards, 
determinations and collective agreements; and index numbers of wage rates.

Manufacturing

Engin­
eering, 
metals, 
vehicles, 

etc.

Textiles, 
clothing 

and 
footwear

Food, 
drink

Saw­
milling, Paper,

and furniture, printing,
tobacco etc. etc.

Other 
manu-

All 
manu- Building

facturing groups
facturing and con- Rail^vy

siruction

Road 
and 
air

services transport

Shipping 
and 

Steve- Comm-
doring unication

Whole­
sale 
and 

retail 
trade

PubUc 
authority 

(n.e.L) Amu fe­
ment.

community hotels,
and 

business 
services

personal 
service, 

cete.

All 
industry 
groups 

Id)

WAGE RATES ($)

1976 -
May

July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 

1977 -
January 
February 
March 
April
May

160.74
161.38
161.78
164.60
164.87
164,60
167.62
168.02

169.14
169.85
175.13
175.91
179.47

121.40
121.48
121.50
124.07
124.08
124.08
126.81
126.82

126.84
127.05
132.53
132.66
135.15

119.01
119.05
119.05
121.58
121.58
121,58
124.25
124.25

126.30
126.40
126.53
129.04
129.04
129.04
131.93
131.93

122.68
122.75
122.76
125.45
125.45
125.45
128.15
128.15

131.23
131.23
131.24
133.79
133.79
133.79
136.73
136.73

123.88
124.19
124.20
126.83
126-84
126.86
129.64
129.64

123.03
123.15
123.18
125.75
125.76
125.76
128.54
128.54

139.88
140.40
140.40
143.00
143.00
143.01
145.55
145.57

119.34
119.39
119.39
121.92
121.92
121.92
124.40
124.40

127.81
127.81
127.83
130.36
130.39
130.39
133.29
133.29

157.97
157.97
157.98
160.55
160.55
160.62
164.07
164.07

154.81
154.81
154.81
157.40
157.40
157.40
160.85
160.85

129.43
129.44
129.47
132.04
132.04
132.04
134.98
134.98

131.38
131.38
131.38
135.30
135.30
135.30
138.24
138.24

119.74
119.86
119.86
122.28
122.28
122.40
124.99
124.99

129.53
129.68
129.72
132.33
132.34
132.34
135.14
135.16

124.25 
124.32
129.96
129.96
132.42

131.93
132.14
137.65
137.65
140.24

128.15
128.76
133.94
134.02
136..38

136.73
136.83
142.44
142.44
145.08

129.64
129.93
135.38
135.41
137.91

128.55
128.78
134.26
134.33
136.83

145.57
145.79
151.26
151.26
153.79

124.40
124.40
129.55 
1 30.94
133.20

133.29
133.53
139.05
139.05
141.68

164.07
164.09
169.78
169.78
172.79

160.85
160.85
166.54
166.54
170.04

134.98
135,45
140.75
140.75
143.28

138.24
138.85
144.03
144.03
146.68

125.11
125.21
130.61
130.61
133.01

135.21
135.47
140.90
141.04
143.63

INDEX NUMBERS
(Base : Wvtglited average weekly wage rale, Australia, year 1954 = 100)

1976 - 
Mnv

July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

1977 -
January 
February 
March

May

569.2
571.4
572.9
582.8
583.8
582,8
593.5
594.9

598.9
601,4
620,1
622.9
635,5

429.9 
430 I 
430.2 
439.3 
439.4 
439.3 
449.0 
449.0

421 4
421.5
421..5
430.5
430,5
430.5
440.0
440.0

447.2
447.6
448.0
456.9
456.9
456.9
467.1
467.1

434.4 
434.7 
434.7 
444.2 
444.2 
444.2 
4.53.8 
453.8

464.7
464.7
464.7
473.7
473.7
473.7
,84.2

4S4.2

438.6
439.7
439.8
449,1
449,1
449.2
459.0
459.0

435.6
436.0
436.2
445.3
445.3
445.3
455.1
455.1

495.-3
497.1
497.1
506.3
506.3
506.4
515.4
515.4

422,6

422,7
431,7
431,7 
431 .'I
440.5
440.5

452.5
452.5
452.6
461.6
461.7
461.7
472.0
472.0

559.3
559.3
559.4
568.5
568.5
568.7
581.0
581.0

548.2
548.2
548.2
557.3
557.3
557.3
569.6
569.6

458.3 
458.3
458.4 
4Ó7.5 
467.5 
467.5 
477.9 
477.9

465.2
465.2 
46-'.2
479.1
479.1
479.1
489.5
489.5

424.0
424.4
424.4
433.0
433.0
433.4
442.6
442.6

458.6
459.2
459.3
468.5
468.6
468.6
478.5
478.6

449.1
449.9
469.3
469.7
478.5

440.0
440.2
460.2
46Ü.2
468.9

467.1
467.9
487.4
487.4
496.6

453.8
455.9
474.3
474.5
482.9

484.2
484.5
504.3
504.3
513.7

459.0
460.0 
•179.3
479.5
488.3

455.2
456.0
475.4
475.6
484.5

515.4
516.2
535.6
535.6
544.5

440.5
440.5
458.7
463.7
471.6

472.0 
472.8 
492..’
492 s
50 .7

581.0
581.0
601.2
601.2
611.8

569.6
569.6
589.7
589.7
602.1

477.9
479.6
498.4
498.4
507.3

489.5
491.7
510.0
510.0
519.4

443.0
443.4
462.5
462.5
471.0

478.7
479.7
498.9
499.4
508.6

(a) See paragraph 8, page 2. Figures for the luest twelve moiUhs are subject to revision — see paragraph 14, page 3. (b) For mining, wage rates used arc those 
prescribed for the principal mining centres and Include lead bonuses, „tc. (c) includes wage rates (and value of keep) for occupations in the coastal shipping service, other 
than masters, officers and engineers, (d) Excludes rural industry.
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TABLE 2. WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT MALES. ALL CROUPS (i)

Weighted average minimum weekly rates payable for a full week’s work (excluding overtime), as prescribed in awards, 
determinations and collective agreements; and index numbers of wage rates

hud of - N.S.W. Vic. Qld W.A. Tas. A ust.

WAGE RATES ($)

1976 - 
May

July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

1977 - 
January 
February 
March

May

130.41
130.51
130.54
133.14
133.16
133.14
135.86
135.90

135.99
135.97
141.71
141.77
144.44

128.35
128.59
128.63
131.19
131.19
131.19
134.00
134.00

1 '>3.56 
133.61 
133.61 
136.12 
136.12 
136.12 
139.13 
139,15

126.74
126.77
126.78
129.35
129.36
129.35
132,15
132.16

125.38
125.89
126.01
129.22
129-30
129.39
132.24
132.24

128.76 
128.75
128.'T6 
131.31
131.31 
131.31
134.11
134.11

129.53
129.68
129.72
132.33
132.34
132.34
135.14
135.16

134.00
134.00
139.70
139.70
142.28

139.15
139.15
144.85
144.88
147.57

132.20
132.20
137.92
137.92
140.46

132.28
136.19
137.76
139.40
141.41

134.11
134.11
139.81
139.81
142.37

135.21
135.47
140.90
141.04
143.63

INDEX NUMBERS
(Base : Weighted average weekly wage rate, Australia, year 1954 = 100)

1976 -

July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 

1977 -
January 
February
March

461.7
462.1 
462,?
471.4
471.5
471.4
461.1
481.2

454.5
455.3
455.5
464.5
464,5
464.5
474.5
474.5

472.9
473.1
473.1
482,0
482.0
482.0
492.6
492.7

448.8
448.9
448.9
458.0
458.0
458.0
467.9
468.0

443.9
445.7
446.2
457.6
457.8
458.2
468.2
468.2

455.9
455.9
455.9
464.9
464.9
464.9
474.9
474.9

458.6
459.2
459.3
468.5
468.6
468.6
478.5
478.6

End of -

1976 - 
May

July 
August 
Scptcni ber 
October 
November 
December

1977 - 
January 
February 
March

May

1976 - 
May

July 
August 
Septcmlwr 
October 
November 
December

1977 
January 
February 
March

May

481.5
481.5 
501 8
502.0
Sil.4

474.5
474 5
494.7
494.7
503.8

492.7
492.7
512.9
513.0
522.5

468.1
468.1
488.4
486.4
497.3

468.4
482.2
487,8
493.6
500.7

474.9
474.9
495.0
495.0
504.1

478.7
479.7
498-9
499.4
508.6

for fnolnolejjce below.

TABLE 3. WEEKLY WAGE RATISS ; ,U3VLT MALES (a>, FEDERAL AND STATE AWARDS, ETC. ($)

.VS.W.

131 88 
131.94 
1.11.94 
134.49 
134 49 
134.49 
137,34 
137.34

137.34
137.-34
143.04
143.04
145.65

128.51
128.67
128.75
131.40
131.46
131.40
133.95
134.03

134.26
134.21
1 39.99 
140.14
142.88

r/c Qlti S.A. W.A. Tas. .4 ust

FEDERAL AWARDS, ETC. (b)

126.82
126.86
126.86
129.42
129.42
129.42
132.19
132.19

132.19
132.19
137.89
137.89
140.45

131.98
132.72
132.84
135.37
135.37
135.37
138.29 
138-29

138.29 
138-29
143.99
143.99
146.64

143.40
143.56
143.56
146.14
146.14
146.14
149.18
149.18

149.18
149.18
154.88
154.88
157.64

128.66
128.66
128.66
131.19
131.19
131.19
134.01
134.01

143.98
144.03
144.03
146.69
146.69
146.69
149.91
149.91

129.11
129.10
129.10
131.66
131.66
131.66
134.45
134.45

130.48
130-53
130.53
133.09
133.09
133.09
135.92
135.92

134.01
134.01
139.71
139.71
142.27

.49.91 
149.91 
155.60 
155.60 
158.30

134.45
134.45
140.15
140,15
142.70

135.92
135.92
141.62
141.62
144.21

STATE AWARDS, ETC. (b)

130.26
130.27
130.27
132.76
132.76
132.76
135.76
135.78

121.99
122.08
122.12
124.78
124.82
124.80
127.54
127.58

122.65
123.23
123.37
126.66
126.75
126.86
129.64
129.64

127.97
127.97
128.00
130.51
130.51
130.51
133.33
133.33

128.38 
128.66
128.73
1 3 1.4 I 
131.44
131.44
134.20
134.24

135.78
135.78
141.49
141.52
144.19

127.72
127.72
133.50
133.50
135.96

129.70
134.18
135.14
137.02
138.94

133.33
133.33
139.04
139.04
141,63

134.34 
134.92 
140.03
140.34 
142.92

(a) Excludes rural industry. See i-Hragruph 8, page 2. figures for (he latest twelve months are subject to tevision - S ;e paragraph 14. page 3 
<b> For definitions, see paragraph 10, page 3. The wage rales for these two categories may change at any time as a result of the transfer of 
particular awards or occupations from one jurisdiction to another.
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TABLE 4. WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT MALES (a), INDUSTRY GROUPS

Weighted average minimum weekly rates payable for a full week’s work (excluding overtime), as prescribed in awards, 
determinations and collective agreements; and index numbers of wage rates.

WAGE RATES ($)

Manufacturing

Engin-

metals, 
vehicles.

Textiles, 
clothing

footwear tobacco

Saw- 
milling,

furniture, printing.
etc. etc.

Other 
manu-

AH 
manu- Building

Road Shipping

faclurbig and con- Railway
facturing groups struction

air
services transport

Comm-

Public 
authority

1977 - January 
February 
March

May

NEW SOUTH WALES

doting unication 
fc/___________

Whole-

and 
retail 
trade

community hotfls,
perfonal All

budness ¡ervice, industry
services etc. poupi

1977 - January 
February 
March

1977 January 
1-ebr uiiry 
March 
April 
May

1977 - January 
1 cbruary 
Marvh 
April 
-M.iy

1977 • January 
1 ebniary 
March 
April

1977 January 
lebruary 
March 
AprU 
May

187.58
187.18
193.58
195.03
199.36

131.07
131.07
136.77
136.77
139.29

I 70.54 
170.54 
176.24 
176.24 
179.28

127.11
127.11
132.81
132.81

134.13
140.73
140.7.3
140.7.1
143.1.3

146.07
146.07
151.77
151.77
154.44

123.65
123.65
129.35
129.35
131.80

129.09
129.09
134.79
134.79
137.35

135.12
135.12
140.82
140.82
143.49

126.99
126.99
132.73

135.23

135.82
137.87

133,47
133,47
135.94

123 68 
123.68 
129.38 
129.38
131.84

124.53
124.53
130.23
130.23
132.69

126.52
126.52
132.22
132.22
134.71

123.37
123.37
129.07
129,07
131,51

127.17
1.30.47
13,3.32
133.32
135.77

120.12
120 12
125.82
125.82
128.20

131.33
131.33
137.03
137.03
139.62

131.44
131.44
137.14
137.14
139.73

135.41
135.41
141.11
141.1 1
143.78

126.79
126.79
132.49
132.49
135.00

1 34.32
I 39.22 
140.43 
140.53 
142.78

129.60
129.60
135.30
135.30
137.86

1 29.89 
129.89 
135.59 
135.59 
138.01

123.13
123.13
128.83
128.83
131.28

134.38
134.38
140.08
140.08
142.75

122.87
122.87
128.57
128.57
131.03

128.19
134.17
134.79
135.51
136.76

122.41
122.41
128.11
128.11
130.55

131.63
131.63
137.33
137.33
139.J3

139.43
139,43
145.13
145.13
117.88

147.82 
147 82
153.61 
153.61
156.47

137.40
137.40
143.10
143.10
145.82

145.77
147.97
151-30
151.30
152.91

131.99
131.99
137.69
137.69
140.30

129.44
129.44
135.14
135.14
137.69

126.52
126.52
132.22
132.22
134.71

150.16
150.16
155.86
155.86
158-50

122.59
122.59
128.29
128.29
130.71

137.74
137.74
143.44
143.44
146.17

165.95
165.95
171.65
171.65 
174-69

160.88
160.88
166.57
166.57
170.03

VICTORIA
130.23
130.23
135.93
135.93
138.45

129.31
129.31
135.01
135.01
137.56

149.01
149.01
154.71
154.71
157.19

117.78
117.78
123.48
123.48
125.82

129.72
129.72
135.42
135.42
137.99

166.85
166.85
172.56
172.56
175.61

161-71 
161.71 
167.39 
167.39

QUEENSLAND
130.92
130.92
136.62
137.09
139.69

134.91
134.91
140.62
140.68
143.35

138.27
138.27
143.97
143.97
146.48

138.47
138.47
144.17
144.17
146.91

129.45 
1 29.45 
135.15
135.15 
137.72

159.30
159.30
165.00
165.00
168.01

SOUTH AUSTRALIA
129.24
129.24
134.94
1.34.94 
137-45

127.46
127.46
133.18
133.18
1 35 70

WliSTERN AUSTRALI,<
128.64
133.41
134.93
134.93
136.86

1 29.54 
134.56 
135.47 
136.84 
138.75

TASMANIA
124.11
124.11
129.81
129.81
132.23

126.94
126.94
132.64
132.64
135.12

144.48
144.48
150.18
150.18
152.68

138.47
140.93
144.04
144.04
146.44

135.58
135.58
141.28
141.28
143.70

Tor footnotes, we page 7.

122.82
122.82
128.52
128.52 
I 30.94

110.35 
110.35
110.54 
124.51
124.60

123.12
123.12
128.82
128.82
131.20

129.18
129.18
135.16
135.16
137.74

157.57
157.57
163.28
163.28
166.2.5

137.18
139.54
139.54
142.03

132.61
132.61
138.31
138.3!
140.93

168.37
168.62
174.08
174.08
176.88

163.68
163.68
169.38
169.38
172.42

134.65
134.65
140.35
140.35
142.93

136.68
136.68
142.38
142.38

170.99 144.98

160.49
160.49
166.18
166.18
169.64

159.70
159.70
165.39
165.39
168.83

161.39
161.39
167.08
167.08
170.67

156.83
156.83 
’62.51
162.51
165.67

136.21
136.21
141.91
141.91
144,49

131.91
131.91
137.61
137.61
140.03

131.79
137.03
138.28
138.28 
140-41

136.35
136.35
142.05
142.05
144.74

139.93
139.93
145.63
145.63
148.35

136.68
136.68
142.37
142.37
144.93

142.13
142.13
147.83
147.83
150.63

129.16
129.16
134.95
134.95

128.11
128.11
133.81
133.81
136.35

135.99
135.97
141.71
141.77
144.44

124.37
124.37
130.07
130.07
132.53

127.48
127.48
133.18
133.18
135.71

120.22
120.22
125.92
125.92

137.50 128,25

134.12
139.58
140.56
140.56
143.03

148.82
148.82
154.70
154.70
157.54

116.58
118.10
119.37
119.37
120.69

119.03
119.03
124.73
124.73
127.10

134.00
134.00
139.70
139.70 
l-*2.28

139.15
139.15
144.85
144.88
147.57

132.20
132.20
137.92
137.92
140.46

132.28
136.19
137.76
139.40
141,41

134.11
134.11
139.81
139.81
142.3 7



End of -

Mining

quarrying

Engin­
eering.

TABLE 4. WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT MALES (a), INDUSTRY GROUPS - continued 
INDEX NUMBERS

(Base : Weighted average weekly wage rate, Australia, year 1954 s 100)

Manufacturing

Textiles,
metals, clothing
vehicles.

footwear

Food.

tobacco

Sa w- 
milling,

furniture, printing,
etc.

Other 
manu-

Alt
Building

Road

facturing groups
facruring and con-

srruction
Railway

Shipping

services transport
Comm-

1977 - January 
I'ebruary 
March

May

664.2
662.8
685.4
690.6
705.9

437.8
437.8
458.0
458.0
466.7

437.9
437.9
458.1
458.1
466.8

465.0
465.0
485.2
485.2
494.4

459.9
459.9
480.1
480.1
48H.7

466.1
466.1
486.3
486.3
495.5

NEW SOUTH WALES
458.3
458.3
478.5
478.5
487.5

448.0
448.0
468.2
468.2
477.0

531.7
531.7
551.9
551.9
561.2

434.1
434.1
454,2
454.2
462.8

doring unicalion 
(cj

Whole-

and 
retail 
trade

Public 
authority 

(n.e.L)

community hotels.

business 
services

personal 
service.

etc.

All 
industry 
groups 

(d)

1977 - January 
I'ebruary 
March

May

464.1
464.1
484.3
484.3
493.2

457.1
457.1
477.3
477.3
486.3

440.9
440.9
461.1
461.1
469.8

465.4
465.4
485.6
485.6
494.8

436.0
436.0
456.2
456.2
464.8

493.7
493.7
513.9
513.9
523.6

VICTORIA
461.1
461.1
481.3
481.3
490.2

457.9
457.9
478.0
478.0
487.1

527.6
527.6
547.8
547.8
556.6

417.1
417.1
437.2
437.2
445.5

487.7
487.7
507.9
507.9
517.6

459.3
459.3
479.5
479.5
468.6

587.6
587.6
607.8
607.8
618.6

569.6
569.6
589.8
589.8
602.0

476.8
497.0
497.0
506.1

495.5
495.5
515.7
515.7
525.3

453.6
453.6
473.8
473.8
482.8

481.5
481.5
501.6
502.0
511.4

1977 - January 
I'ebruary 
March

May

603.8
603.8
624.0
624.0
634.8

478.4
478.4
498.6
498.6
508.1

448,0
448.0
468,2
468.2
477.0

479.5
479.5
499.7
499.7
509.1

475.8
475.8
496.0
496.0
505.4

523.4
523.4
543.9
543.9
554.0

QUEENSLAND

590.8
590.8
611.0
611.0
621.8

572.6
572.6
592.7
592,7
605.4

484.0
484.0
504.2
504.2
513.3

483.9
483.9
504.1
504.1
513.2

440.4
440.4
460.6
460.6
469.3

474.5
474.5
494.7
494.7
503.8

463.6
463.6
483,7
485,4
494.6

477.7
477.7
497,9
498.1
507.6

489.6
489.6
509.8
509.8
518.7

490.3
490.3
510.5
510.5
520.2

458.4
458.4
478.5
478.5
487.6

1977 - January 
February 
March

May

450.1
450.1
470.2
470.2
478.7

449.7
449.7
470.0
470.0
478.8

436.8
436.8
457.0
457.0
465,7

448.9
448.9
469.1
469.1
■478.0

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

564.1
564.1
584.2
584.2
594.9

568.3
568.3
588.4
588.4
600.7

482.3
482.3
502.5
502.5
511.6

503.2
503.2
523.4
523.4
533.4

451.4
451.4
471.6
471.6
480.5

492.7
492.7
512.9
513.0
522.5

435.1
435.1
455.3
455.3
464.0

486.5
486.5
506.7
506.7
516.3

457.6
457.6
477.8
477.8
486.7

451.3
451.3
471.6
471.6
480.5

511.6
511.6
531.8
531.8
540.6

434.9
434.9
455.1
455.1
463.6

1977 - January 
February 
March

May

474.9
498.3
498.3
498.3
506.8

450.5
469.4
469.6
480.9
48R.2

450.3
462.0
472.1
472.1
480.7

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

457.4
457.4
478.6
478.6
487.7

557.9
557.9
578.2
578.2
588.7

5 65..5
565.5
585.6
585.6
597.8

467.1
467.1
487.2
487.2
495.8

457.3
457.3
477.8
477.8
486.8

425.7
425.7
445.9
445.9
454.1

468.1
468.1
488.4
488.4
497.3

1 977 - January 
Eebruary 
March

517.2
517.2
537.4
537.4
546.9

452.4
45 2 4
472.6
472.6
481.3

425.3
425.3
445.5
445.5
453.9

475.6
492.9
497.2
497.6
505.6

458.9
458.9 
479.!
479.1
488.1

453.9
475.1
477.3
479.8
484.2

516.2
523.9
535.7
535.7
541.4

455.5
472.4
477 8
477.8
484.6

458.7
476.5 
479 7
484.5
491.3

490.3
499.0
510.0
510.0
518.5

390.7
390.7
391.4
440.9
441.2

472.1
485.7
494.1
494.1
502.9

TASMANIA

596.2 
59;.'
616.4
616.4
626.3

571.5
571.5
591.6
591.6
604.3

466.6
485.2
489.6
489.6
497.2

474.9
494.2
497.7
497.7
506.4

412.8
418.2
422.7
422.7
427.3

468.4
482.2
487.8
493.6
500.7

433.4
433.4
453.6
453.6
462.2

467.4 
4674
487.6 
487.6 
496.8

439.5
439.5
459.6 
459 6
468.2

449.5
449.5
469.7
469.7
478.5

480.1
480.1
500.2
500.2
508.8

436.Ü 
436.0 
456.1 
456.1 
464.6

469.6
469.6
489.7
489.7
499.0

579.6
579.6
599.8
599.8
610.5

555.3
555.3
575.4
575,4
586.6

482.8
462.8
503.0
503.0
512.5

(a) See para^aph 8, page 2. I rgurc. subject to revision - sec paragraph 14, page 3. (b) For mining, wage rates used arc those prescribed for the principal mining 
centres and include lead bonuses, etc. (e) Includes wage rates (and value of keep) for occupations in the coastal shipping service, other than masters, officers and 
engineers, (d) Excludes rural industry.

527.0
527.0
547.8
547.8
557.8

421.5
421.5
441.7
441.7
450.0

474.9
474.9
495.0
495.0
504.1
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TABLE 5. HOURLY WAGE RATES : ADULT MALES (a) 
INDUSTRY GROUPS, 31 MAY 1977 (b)

Weighted average minimum hourly rates payable and index numbers of hourly rates.

Induttry group N.S.W. Vic. Qld S.A. Tas. A usr.

WAGE RATES (Cents)

Mining and quarrying (c)
Manufacturing -

Engineering, metals, vehicles, etc. 
Textiles, clothing and footwear 
Food, drink and tobacco 
Sawmilling, furniture, etc.
Paper, printing, etc.
Other manufacturing
All manufacturing groups

Building and corutruction
Railway services
Road and air transport
Communication
Wholesale and retail trade
Public authority (n.e.i.) and 
community and business services

Amusement, hotels, persorul service, etc-

557.67

329.61
329.59
349.54
345.04
349.83
344.22
336.90
396.24
326.77
365.42
436.14
357.34

378.18
340.86

348.24

343.62
331.73
349.32
328.19
370.24
346.45
344.09
392.96
314.89
344.98
440.33
362.44

372.24
331.32

473.26

358.95
336.77
359.46 
356,87
391.18
349.22
358.45
366.20 
367.27
344.30 
436.86
361.22

381.13
339.28

337.98

338.08 
328.77 
337.51
327.59 
364.54 
344.45
339.J9 
381.69 
327.35
344.34 
439.94 
350.07

350.48
320.62

375.05 394.82 484.30

AU induftry groups (d) 361.61 354.65 368.67 349.45

344,97
339.43
356.96
341.90
389.99
341.37
347.15
366.09
311.50
355.08
439.51
351.02

361.36
301.72

352.73

INDEX NUMBERS
(Base : Weighted average hourly wage rate, Australia, year 1954 - 100)

Mining and quarrying (c)
Manufacturing -

Engineering, metals, vehicles, etc. 
Textfles, clothing and footwear 
Food, drink and tobacco 
SawmIOing, furniture, etc.
Paper, printing, etc.
Other manufacturing
AQ manufacturing groups

Building and construction
Railway services
Road and air transport
Communication
Wholesale and retail trade
Public authority (n.e.i.) and 
community and business services

Amusement, hotels, personal service, etc.

786.2

465.9
465.8
494.0
487.7
494,5
486,5
476.2
560.1
461.9
516.5
616.5
505.1

534.5
481.8

492.2

485.7
468.9
493.7
463.9
523.3
489.7
486.3
5SS.4
445.1
487.6
622.4
512.3

526.1
468.3

668.9

507.3
476.0
508.1
504.4
552.9
493.6
506.6
517.6
519.1
486.6
617.5
510.6

538.7
479.5

477.7

477.9
464.7
477.0
463.0
515.2
486.9
479.7
539.5
462.7
486.7
621.8
494,8

495.4
453.2

530.1

487.6
479,8
504.5
483.3
551.2
482.5
490.7
517.4
440,3
501,9
621.2
496,1

510.8
426.5

AU industry groups (d) 511.1 501.3 521.1 493.9 498.6

339.84
320.51
344.65
326.37
350.76
330,84
337.85
559.25
328.00
352.33
427.20
361.86

399.98
317,75

352.33

558.0

480,3
453.0
487.1
461.3
495.8
467.6
477.5
507.8
463.6
498.0
603.8
511.5

565.3
449.1

498.0

338.02 
331.06 
350.76 
340.94 
363.16 
344.92
J42.2J 
364.48 
333.06 
354.20 
437.65 
358.21

373.71
332.52

358.61

6843

477.8
467.9
495.8
481.9
513.3
487.5
483.7
543.4
470.8
500.6
618.6
506.3

528.2
470.0

506.9

(a) See paragraph 8. page 2, (b) Figures subject to revbion — see paragraph 14, page 3. (c) For mining, wage rales used are (hose prescribed 
for the principal mining centres and include lead bonuses, etc. (d) Excludes rural industry and shipping and stevedoring. The former is not 
Included in the Wage Ratea Indexes and for the latter definite particulars for the computation of hourly wage rales are not available.
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TABLE 6. HOURLY WAGE RATES : ADULT MALES, ATL GROUPS (1)

Weighted average minimum hourly rates payable and index numbers of hourly rates.

End of - N.S.W. Vic, Qld S.A. h'.A. Tas. Autf.

WAGE RATES (Cents)

1976 - 
May

July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 

1977 -
January 
February 
March 
April 
May

326.34
326,60
326.69
333.23
333.29 
333.23 
340.03
340,12 

340.38
340.33
354.75
354.93
361.61

319.80
320.43
320.52
326.92
326.92
326.92
333.93
333.93 

333.93
333.93
348.21
348.21
354.65

333.57
333.69
333.69
340,00
340.00
340.00
347.52
347.57 

347.57
347.57
361.88
361.94
368.67

315.17
315.24
315.28
321.70
321.74
321.72
328.67
328.70 

328.80
328.80
343.13
343.13
349.45

312.41
313.73
314.04
322.16
322.36
322.53
329.62
329.62 

329.74
339.83
343.47
347.71
352.73

318.41
318.39
318.39
324.78
324.78
324.78
331.68
331.68 

331.68
331.68
345.97
345.97
352.33

323.26
323.66
323.75
330.31
330.35
330.33
337.33
337.37 

337.49
338.17
351.78
352.15
358.61

1976 - 
May

July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

1977 - 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May

INDEX NUMBERS
(Base : Weighted average hourly wage rate, Australia, year 1954 = 100)

461.3
461.6
461.8
471.0
471.1
471.0
480.6
480.7

481.1
481.0
501,4
501.7
511,1

452.0
452.9
453.0
462.1
462.1
462.1
472.0
472.0

471.5
471.6
471.6
480.6
480.6
480.6
491.2
491.3

445.5
445.6
445.6
454.7
454.8
454.7
464.5
464.6

441.6
443.4
443.9
455.3
455.6
455.9
465.9
465.9

450.1
450.0
450.0
459.0
459.0
459.0
468.8
468.8

456.9
457.5
457.6
466.9
466.9
466.9
476.8
476.9

4720 
4720
4922 
4922
501.3

491.3
491.3
511.5
511.6
521.1

464.7
464.7
485.0
485.0
493.9

466.1
480.3
485.5
491.5
498.6

468.8
468.8
489.0
489.0
498.0

477.0
478.0
497.2
497.7
506.9

(s) See paragraph 8, page 2. Excludes rural industry, and shipping and stevedoring. The former is not included in the Wage Rates Indexes and 
for the latter definite particulars for the computation of hourly wige rates are not available. Figures for the latest twelve months are subject to 
revision — see paragraph 14. page 3.

TABLE 7. WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT FEMALES (a), INDUSTRY GROUPS, 31 MAY 1977 (b)

Weighted average minimum weekly rales payable for a full week’s work (excluding overtime), as prescribed in awards, 
determinations and collective agreements; and index numbers of wage rates.

Industry group N.S.W. Vic. Qld W.A. Tas. Aust.

>Nf<GE RATES ($)
Manufacturing - 

Engineering, metals, vehicles, etc. 
Textiles, clothing and footwear 
Food, drink and tobacco 
Other manufacturing 
A ¡1 manufacturing groups

Transport and communication 
Wholesale and retafl trade 
Public authority (n.e.L) and 
community and buaneas services

Amusement, holds, personal service, etc.

AB industry groups (c)

128.93 
127.07
133.29
130.68 
¡29.05 
135.27
141.14 

140.72
131.48

133.88

135.83 
126.12
133.15 
132.78 
¡29.57 
137.32
144.80 

140.19
128,76

134,06

131.20
126.61
134,13
134.03 
¡30.32
141.71
141.66 

137.64
129.54

135.82

130.01
128.50
130.42
129.56 
¡29.57
140.37
140.07 

134.80
125.48

133.78

132.62 
128.10
121.05
129.84 
¡27.41
134.68
137.97 

135.67
115.81

131J8

130.70 
123.50
128.61
126.09 
¡26.27
142.79
134.21 

137.86
123.27

130.22

131.50
126.61
132.33
131.49
¡29.29
137.43
141.64 

139.36
128.73

133.93

Manufacturirtg - 
Engineering, meuls, vehides, etc. 
Textiles, dothing and footwear 
Food, drink and tobacco 
Other manufacturing 
AU manufacturing groups

Traruport and communication 
Wholesale and retai trade 
Public authority (n.e.t) and 
conunuitity and business services

Amusement, hotels, personal service, etc.

AU industry groups (c)

INDEX NUMBERS
(Base : Weighted average weekly wage rate, Australia, year 1954 » 100)

647.6
638.3
669.5
656.4
648.3
679.5
708.9

706.9
660.5

672.5

682.3
633.5
668.8
666.9
650.8
689.8
727.4

704.2
646.8
673.4

659.0
636.0
673.8
673.3
654.6
711.8
711.6

691.4
650.7

682.2

653.0 
645.5 
655.1
650.8
650.8 
IQSA 
703.6

677.1
630.3

672.0

666.2
643.5
608.1
652.2
640.0
676.5
693.0

681.S
581.7

659.9

656.5
620.4
646.0
633.4
634.3
717.3
674.2

692.5
619.2
654.1

660.5
636.0
664.7
660.5
649.4
690.3
711.5

700.0
646.6

672.7
(a) See perairaph 8, page 2. (b) Flgurea aubject to revision - tee paragraph 14, page 3. (c) Excludes rural Industry; mining and quarrying; 

and building and construction.
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TABLE 8. WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT FEMALES, ALL GROUPS («)

Weighted average minimum weekly rates payable for a full week’s work (excluding overtime), as prescribed in awards, 
determinations and collective agreements; and index numbers of wage rates.

End of — N.S.W.

1976 - 
May

July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 

1977 -
January 
February 
March 
April

Qld____________

WAGE RATES ($)
W.A. Tas. Aust.

120.07
120.48
120.48
123.02
123.02
123.02
125.72
125.72

119.94
120.70
120.70
123.22
123.22
123.22
125.90
125.90

121.85 
122.04 
122.04
124.51 
124.51 
124.51
127.61 
127.61

119.84
120.28
120.28 
122.79
122.79 
122 79

1 55

114.89 
115.34
116.22 
119.73
119.76
120.14 
122.60
122.64

115.97
116.94
116.94
119.45
119.45
119.45
122.09
122.09

119.84
120.36
120.40
122.98
122.98
123.00
125.72
125.73

125.72
125.72
131.41
131.41
133.88

125.90
125.90
131.60
131.60
134.06

127.61
127.62
133.32
133.32
135.82

125.55
125.55
131.33
131.33
133.78

123.38
127.46
128.88
129.25
131.38

122.09
122.09
127.79
127.79
130.22

125.77
125.98
131.46
131.48
133.93

1976 - 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

1977 - 
January 
February 
March

May

INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base : Weighted average weekly wage rate, Australia, year 1954 = 100)

603.1
605.2
605.2
618.0
618.0
618.0
631.5
631.5

602.5
606.3
606.3
618.9
618.9
618.9
632.4
632.4

612.1
613.0
613.0
625.4
625.4
625.4
641.0
641.0

602.0
604.2
604.2
616.8
616.8
616.8
630.3
630.6

577.1
579.4
583.8
601.4
601.6
603.5
615.8
616.0

582.5
587.4
587.4
600.0
600.0
600.0
613.3
613.3

602.0
604.6
604.8
617.7
617.7
617.8
631.5
631.5

631.5
631,5
660.1
660.1
672.5

632.4
632.4
661.1
661.1
673.4

641.0
641.0
669.7
669.7
682,2

630.6
630.6
659.7
659.7
672.0

619.8
640.2
647,4
649.2
659.9

613.3
613.3
641.9
641.9
654.1

For footnotes sec below.

631.7
632.8
660.3
660.4
672.7

TABLE 9. WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT FEMALES (a), FEDERAL AND STATE AWARDS, ETC. (J)

Weighted average minimum weekly rates payable tor a full week’s work (excluding overtime), as prescribed in awards, 
determinations and collecti veagrecments.

End of - N.S.W. I'ic. Qld S.A. W.A. Tas. Aust.

1976 - 
May

July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 

1977 -
January 
February
March 
April 
May

112.63
113.40
113,40
115.93 
115.93
115.93 
118.47
118.47

112.25
113.60
113.60
116.11
116.11
116.11
118.65 
118.65

FEDERAL AWARDS, ETC, (b)

118.23 
118.23
118.23 
120.79 
120.79 
120.79
123.43 
123.43

114.19 
114.58
114.58 
11 7.1 0 
1 17.10 
11 7.10
119.67 
119.67

115.82
116.04
116.04
118.59
118.59
118.59
121.19
121.19

113.04 
114.93
114.93 
117.46 
117.46
117.46 
120.05 
120.05

113.11
114.04
114.04
116.56
116.56
116.56
119.11
119.11

118.47
118.47
124.17
124.17
126.50

118.65 
118.65 
124,35 
124.35 
126.67

123.43
123.43
129.13
129.13
131.51

119.67 
119.67 
125.37
125.37 
127.68

121.19
121.19
126.89
126.89
129.09

120.05
120.05
125.75
125.75
128.13

119.11
119.11
124.81
124.81
127.14

1976 - 
May

July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 

1977-
January 
Fobruaiy 
March 
April
May

126.31
126.41
126.41
128.98
128.98
128.98
131.80
131.80

129.74
129.74
129.74
132.25
132.25
132.25
135.13
135.13

STATE AWARDS. ETC, (b)

123.69
123.98
123.98
126.40
126.40
126.40
129.73
129.73

123.72
124.18
124.18
126.68
126.68
126.68
129.46
129.58

114.58 
115.11
116.28 
120.11 
120.15
120.65 
123.06 
123.12

119.03
119.03
119,03
121.53
121.53
121.53
124.22
124.22

125.69
125.85
125.93
128.55
128.55
128.59
131.46
131.47

131.80
131.80
137.49
137.49
140.07

135.13
135.13
140.83
140.83
143.46

129.73
129.75
135.45
135.45
138.02

129.58
129.58
135.42
135.42
137.96

124.11
129.53
129.53
130.03
132.14

124.22
124.22
129.92
129.92
132.40

131.54
131.94
137.23
137.27
139.82

(a) See paragraph 8, page 2. Exclude» rural induatry; mining and quarrying; and building and construction. Figures for the lateat twelve 
montha are aubject to revision - aee paragraph 14, page 3. (b) For definitions, see paragraph 10, page 3. The wage rates for these two categories 
may change at any time as a result of the transfer of particular awards or occupations from one jurisdiction to another.
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TABLE 10. HOURLY WAGE RATES: ADULT FEMALtS, INDUSTRY GROUPS, 31 MAY 1977(1)

Weighted average minimum hourly rates payable and index numbers of hourly rates.

Indurtry group N.S. k. K/c Qld S.A. Tas.

Manufacturing -
Engineering, metals, vehicles, etc.
Textiles, clothing and footwear
Food, drink and tobacco
Other manufacturing
All manufacturing groups

Transport and communication
Wholesale and retail trade
Public authority (n.e.i.) and 

community and business services
Amusement, hotels, personal service, etc.

AU industry groups (b>

RATES (Cents)

322.58
318.04
333.21
328.38
323.26
355.60
356.83

365.56
333.68

338.72

340.71
315.31
332.87
332.41
324.36
361.93
362.01

357.20
322.39

336.77

328.00
316.53
335.33
335.08
325.80
374.83
354.15

350.75
324.60

342.12

325.02 
321.24
326.06 
325.05 
324.17
371.bo 
350.17

343.98
314.87

336.41

331.55
320.25
302.63
324.60
338.52
355.67
344.93

344.02
290.11

33OJ3

326.75
308.75
321.51
315.22
335.67
393.58
335.53

365.91
309.14

328.64

329.23
316.67
330.82
329.76
323.59
362.52
355.70

358.02
324.45

337.60

Manufacturing - 
Engineering, metals, vehicles, etc. 
Textiles, clothing and footwear 
Food, drink and tobacco 
Other manufacturing

All nianufaciuringgroups
Transport and communication
Wholesale and retail trade
Public authority (n,e.i.) and 

community and business services
Amusement, hotels, personal service, etc.
AU industry groups (b)

INDEX NUMBERS
(Base : Weighted average hourly wage rate, Australia, year 1954 = IQO)

643.0
633.9
664,2
654.5
644.3
708.8
711.2

728.6
665.1

675.1

End of -

1976 -

July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

1977 - 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May

1976 - 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

1977 - 
January 
February 
March 
April
May

679.1 
628.5
663.5
662.6
646.3 
12\.4 
721.6

712.0
642.6

671.3

653.8
630.9
668.4
667.9
64 9.4
747.1
705.9

699.1
647.0

681.9

For footnotes see below.

647.8 
640.3
649.9
647.9 
f>46.l 
739.5 
698.0

685.6
627.6

670.5

660.8
638.3
603.2
647.0
634.9
708.9
687.5

685.7
578.3

658.2

651.3
515.4
640.8
628.3
629.2
784.5
668.8

729.3
616.2

655.0

TABLE II. HOURLY WAGE RATES : ADULT FEMALES, ALL CROUPS (a) (b)

Weighted average minimum hourly rates payable and index numbers of hourly rates.

V5.1F- Vic. Qld W.A. Tas.
WAGE RATES (Cents)

656.2
631.2
659,4
657.3
645.0
722.6
709.0

713.6
646.7

672.9

Aust.

303.78
304.81
304.81
311.25
311.25
311.25
318.07
318.07

318.07
318.07
332.47
332.47
338.72

301.31
303.21
303.21
309.53
309.53
309.53
316.28
316.28

316.28
316.28
330.59
330.59
336.77

306.92 
307.40
307.40
313.62
313.62
313.62 
321.43
321.43

321.43
321.45
335.81
335.81
342.12

301.37
302.46
302.46
308.77
308.77
308.77
315.54
315.71

315.71
315.71
330.26
330,26
336.41

288.79
289.92
292.14
300.97
301.04
301.98
308.16
308.26

310.14
320.38
323.94
324.88
330.23

INDEX NUMBERS
(Base : Weighted average hourly wage rate, Au.stralia, year 1954 - 100)

605.5
607.6
607.6
620.4
620.4
620.4
634.0
634.0

634.0
634.0
662.7
662.7
675.1

292.68
295.11
295.11
301.46
301.46
301.46
308.11
308.11

308.11
308.11
322.50
322.50
328.64

302.09
303.39
303.51
310.00
310.00
310.05
316.91
316.93

317.03
317.57
331.38
331.43
337.60

600.6
604.4
604.4
617.0
617.0
617.0
630.4
630.4

630.4
630.4
658.9
658.9
671.3

611.8 
612.7 
612.7 
625.1 
625.1 
625.1 
640.7 
640.7

640.7
640.7
669.3
669.3
681.9

600.7
602.9
602.9
615,4
615.4
615.4
628.9
629.3

629.3
629.3
658.3
658.3
670.5

575.6
577.9
582.3
599.9
600.0 
oOl .9
614.2
614.4

618.2
638.6
645.7
647.6
658.2

583.4
588.2
588.2
600.9
600.9
600.9
614.1
614.1

602.1
604.7
605.0
617.9
617.9
618.0
631.7
631.7

614.1
614.1
642.8
642.8
655.0

631.9
633.0
660.5
660.6
672.9

(a) See paragraph 8, page 3. Figures for the latest twelve months are subject to revision — see paragraph 14, page J. (6) Excludes rural 
industry; mining »nd quarrying; and building and construction.
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II. BASIC WAGES, MINIMUM WAGES, AND INCREASES IN AWARD TOTAL WAGES

The tables in this section give details of basic wages, minimum wages and increases in award total wages. 
Information on wage determination in Australia is contained in the Official Year Book. Figures for earlier periods are 
published in labour Slaristies, 1975 and in earlier issues of this bulletin.

TABLE IX STATE BASIC WAGES : WEEKLY RATES ($)

State
Date 

operative
Adult 
males

Adult 
females Stale

Date 
operative

Adult 
males

Adult 
females

N.S.W. 
Victoria 
Queensland (cl

(a)24 May 1977

24 May 1977

66.80 
(b)

72.70

57.50 
<b)

58.50

South Australia 
Western Australia
Tasmania

{a)31 May 1974
24 May 1977

(b) 
48.50 
69.90

(b) 
43.50 
69.90

(a) Operative from the beginning of the first pay-period commencing on or after the date shown, (bl Basic wage rates no longer operate, (c) 
Rates shown are operative in the Southern Division - Eastern District (including Brisbanel. District allowances are added for other areas — 
Southern Division (Western Districtl $1.05; Mackay Division 90c; Northern Division (Eastern District) $l.05:and Northern Division (Western 
District) $3.25 a week. District allowances for adult female basic wages are 75 per cent of the respective adult male allowances.

TABLE 13. MINIMUM WAGE : WEEKLY RATES ($) - ADULT MALES AND ADULT FEMALES, FEDERAL AWARDS

Date operative (a) Sydney Melbourne Brisbane Adelaide Berth Hobart
"Six Capital 

Cities" Canberra Darwin fb)

1976 - 1 April
15 May
15 August
22 November

1977 -31 March
24 May

94.00
96.80
99.30

101.50
107.20
109.20

93.10
95.90
98.40

! 00.60
106.30
108.30

91.30
94.00
96.50
98.60

104.30
106.30

92.70
95.50
98.00

100.20
105.90
107.90

93.20
96.00
98.50

100.70
106.40
108.40

93.80
96.60
99.10

101.30
107.00
109.00

93.20
96.00
98.50

100.70
106.40
108.40

93.40
96.20
98.70

100.90
106.60
108.60

96.30
99.20

101.70
103.90
109.60
111.70

(a) Kates are operative from the beginning of the first pay-period commencing on or after the date shown, (bl Kates .shown for Darwin are 
applicable In the Northern Territory north of the 20th parallel of south latitude. Kates for the Northern Territory south of this parallel are 
$ 1.60 a week less.

TABLE 14. MINIMUM WAGE; WEEKLY RATES ($) - STATE AWARDS

Stale
Date 

operative
Adult 
males

Adult 
females Slate

Dare 
operative

Adult 
males

Aduli 
females

N.S.W.
Victoria 
Queensland (bl

(a)24 May 1977
(a)24 May 1977

24 May 1977

109.20
108.30
108.80

109.20
108.30
108.80

South Australia 
Western Australia
Tasmania

(a>24 May 1977 
(a) 15 May 1977 
(a)24 May 1977

107.90
108.80
110.10

107.90
106.00
110.10

(a) Operative from the beginning of the first pay-period commencing ■ or after the date shown, (b) See footnote (c) to Table 12.

TABLE 15. GENERAL INCREASES IN AWARD TOTAL WAGES - ADULT MALES AND ADULT FEMALES

Federal awards Victorian Wages Board determinations South Australian Slate awards

Date operative faj Increase Dale operative (l) Increase Dale operative (a/ Increase

1976 -15 February 
15 May
1.5 August
22 November

1977 - 31 March
24 May

6.4 per cent 
(b)3.0 per cent 
(c)1.5 per cent

2.2 per cent
$5.70 a week 

(d)1.9 per cent

1976 - 15 February
15 May
15 August
22 November 

1977 - 31 March
24 May

6.4 per cent 
(b)3.0 per cent 
(cl 1.5 per cent

2.2 per cent
$5.70 a week 

(dll.9 percent

1976 I 5 February 
15 May
15 August
22 November 

1977 - 31 March
24 May

6.4 per cent 
(b)3.0 per cent 
(c) 1.5 per cent

2.2 per cent
$5.70 a week 

(dll .9 per cent

(al Operative from the beginning of the first pay period commencing on or after the date shown. (b| Increase 3 per cent up to a maximum 
of $3.80 a week, (cl $2.50 for wage rates up to $166 per week. 1.5 per cent for wage rates over $166 per week, (dl Increase 1.9 per cent up to 
a maximum of $3.80 a week.
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BI. AVERAGE V\TEKLY EARNINGS PER EMPLOYED MALE UNIT

This section contains estimates of average 
weekly earnings per employed male unit (see paragraph 
7), approximating the average earnings of civilian male 
employees. Estimates are shown for Australia and each 
State for each quarter from September quarter 1971, 
together with financial year averages for the period 
1971-72 to 1975-76. Estimates for the Territories are 
shown for each quarter from December quarter 1973 
and for the years 1974-75 and 1975-76.

the level shown by the direct returns. For agriculture 
and private domestic service, employment and earnings 
are estimated from other sources and are included in the 
calculations

6. For employees reported on more than one
payroll, all reported wage and salary earnings are 
included in calculation of the averages.

2. For a number of reasons, average weekly
Male units

earnings in this section of the bulletin cannot be 
compared directly with the weekly wage rates shown in 
Section 1. The latter are weighted average minimum 
award, etc. rates payable to adult male wage earners in 
non-agricultural industries for a full week’s work 
(excluding overtime), at the end of each month or year. 
On the other hand the figures in this section represent 
average weekly earnings for all male wage earners and 
salaried employees (as defined in paragraphs 3 and 4 
below) and are weekly averages over a period of a 
quarter or a year. The earnings figures reflect changes in 
the relative importance of different industries and 
occupations whereas the award, etc. wage rates are 
compiled in the form of an index with fixed industry 
and occupation weights.

7. Particulars of wages and salaries paid are not

Definition of earnings

3. The earnings figures used in the calculation of
the averages shown in Tables 17 and 18 comprise award 
and over-award wages and salaries, the earnings of 
employees not covered by awards, overtime earnings, 
bonuses and allowances, commissions, directors' fees and 
payments made retrospectively or in advance during the 
quarter. Earnings of part-time as well as full-time 
employees, and of juniors as well as adults, are included.

available for males and females separately from the 
sources used for this series; average weekly earnings have 
therefore been calculated in terms of male units, i.e. 
total male employees plus a proportion of female 
employees, the proportion being derived from the 
estimated ratio of female to male average earnings. 
Different ratios of female to male average earnings are 
used for individual Slates, based on information from 
surveys of weekly earnings and hours, conducted in May 
and October, a survey of weekly earnings, conducted in 
August, and other sources. Ratios used are shown in the 
table on page 14. The Australian ratio is the weigliied 
average of the State and Territory ratios. Changes in 
these ratios may be necessary Irom one quarter to the 
next to reflect, for example, the extension of equal pay 
provisions, or appreciable and sustained changes in the 
levels of male overtime earnings. However, small 
differences in these ratios have relatively little effect on 
the earnings figures; if the ratio is understated by one 
per cent then average weekly earnings of $190 would be 
overstated by about 70 cents.

Seasonally adjusted estimates

8. Quarterly figures are affected by seasonal

4. Earnings figures used in calculating the averages
shown in Table 19 comprise earnings as defined in the 
previous paragraph, with the exception of overtime 
earnings and the earnings of junior employees, part-time 
employees and managerial, executive, etc., staff.

Method of estimation

5. For industries other than agriculture and private
domestic service, particulars of employment and wages 
and salaries are derived from payroD tax returns and 
from direct returns from government and other bodies. 
These returns account for approximately 90 per cent of 
wage and salary earners in these industries, as published
monthly in the bulletin Employrnenl and
Unemployment (Reference No. 6.4), Estimates are made 
for the uiuecorded balance in terms of both numbers 
and earnings. The level of average earnings estimated for 
the unrecorded sector is approximately 80 per cent of

influences. For example, special payments, including 
prepayment for holiday periods, tend to raise the 
December quarter and to depress the March quarter 
averages. In addition, figures are affected by the varying 
number of pay-days in different quarters, (with the 
exception of Australian Government pay-days in the 
Northern Territory and the Australian Capital Territory, 
for which special adjustments have been made in the 
original series). Allowance for these variations, and for 
recurring seasonal influences, has been made In 
calculating the seasonally adjusted estimates for all series 
shown in the tables. The seasonal adjustment factors 
were derived from a series from which the influence of 
major changes in awards and determinations and 
estimates of the effects of pay-day variations had first 
been removed. While the seasonally adjusted series retain 
the effect of the major award, etc. changes, the pay-day 
effect is excluded. A detailed description of the methods 
of seasonal adjustment is given in Seasonally Adjusted 
Indicators (Reference No. I.IO).
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Quarter N.S. W.

'«S'

TABLE 16. RATIO OF FEMALE TO MALE AVERAGE EARNINGS 
(Per cent)

Vic. Qld S.A. Tat Auttnila (a)

1973 - 
September 
December

1974 - 

March
June 
September 
December

1975 - 
March

September
December 

1976“
March 
June 
September 
December

1977 - 
March

59
60

62
62
63
63

64
64
65
65

65
66
67
67

67

59
60

62
62
63
64

65
66
67
67

67
67
67
67

67

55
56

58
59
60
61

63
64
65
65

65
65
65
66

66

(■ ) Weighted averife of the State and Territory ratioa.

Quarter

1971 - 
September 
December

1972 - 
March

September 
December

1973 - 
March 
June 
Septeniber 
December

1974- 

March 
June 
September 
E>ecember

54
55

52
53

56
57 60 59

58
59

58
60
62
63

55
57
58
58

60
62
63
63

60
60
60
61

59
59
60
60

61
61
62
63

63
64
64
64

65
65
66
66

66

59
59
60
61

64
64
65
65

62
63
64
64

60
61
61
61

64
64
65
65

62
62
62
62

61

65
65
64
64

64

63
62
62

62
63
63
64

65
66
66
66

64 63 64 66

TABLE 17. AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS PER EMPLOYED MALE UNIT (a) : AUSTRAUA

SeaeonaOy Quarterly 
Original attuned fb) change fc/

S I %

Annual 
change (d/ 

%
Quarter

Setionally Quarterly Annual
Original ad/utted (b) change fc/ change (d)

s % %

90.50
96.50

90.80
92.10

+ 12.8 
+12.0

89.50
97.20
97.10

104.40

93.20
96.00
98.30

100.50

+3.0
+2.4
+2.2

+7.4 
+8.0
+8.3 
+9.1

97.40
108.20
110.60
120.40

113.30
128.70
138.40
154.40

102.00
107.10
112.40
115.40

119.30
127.30
140.50
147.70

+5.0
+4.9
+2.7

+9.4 
+11.6 
+14.3 
+ 14.8

1975 - 
March 
June 

September 
December

1976 - 
March
June 
September 
December

1977 - 
March r

143.60
156.40
157.60
175.70

165.30
179.80
184.80
195.50

183.80

+6.7
+10.4 

+5.1

+17.0
+18.9
+25.0
+28.0

151.50
154.70
159.40
166.90

171.10
178.80
184.90
187.40

191.10

♦3.0

+2.5

+27.0
+21.5
+13.5
+13.0

+12.9
+15.6
+16.0
+12.3

+12.3

(a) See parairaph 7 on pa|e 13. (b) Sae parafraph 8 on page 13. (c) Perceniate change over previoui quarter in aeaaonally atUuated aariea. (d> 
Percentafe change over aame quarter of previoua year in the aeaaonally adjusted aeriea.
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Period

1971-72 
1972-73 
1973-74
1974-75 
1975-76

TABLE 18. AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS PER EMPIXJYED MALE UNIT (a) : STATES AND TERRITORIES 
(J) 

N.S.W.

96.30
104.60
121.20
152.10
172.70

yte. Qld SA. Tat N.T.(b) A.C.T.(h) Australia

93.90
102.80
118.80
147.80
170.50

87.40
97.10

113.50
142.50
163.50

86.00
93.40

110.40
13^.60
158.50

93.60
98.80

115.00
145.60
169.10

87.50
95.20

110.50
140.20
157.80

168.50
190.00

184.30
209.00

93.40
101.80
118.30
148.30
169.60

Quarter 
1971 -

September
Decembe’- 

1972 -
March

Scptcniber 
December

1973 -
March

September
December 

1974 -
March

September 
December

1975 - 
March

September 
December

1976 - 
March

September
December 

1977 -
March r

Original Series

92.80
99.70

91.60
96.80

83.60
89.80

84.50
88.00

92.50
96.30

82.70
91.10

90.50
96.50

92.60
100.20
99.00

107.70

100.40
111.40
112.30
123.40

117.10
132.10
141.50
158.70

147.30
160.70
160.60
178.20

168.50
183.60
187.30
197.90

187.30

89.10
97.90
99.30

105.90

97.80
108.20
112.80
121.20

112.90
12M.30
139.10
155.20

142.80
154.20
157.70
178.00

165.50
180.70
183.00
197.40

183.60

84.20
91.80
92.90
99,20

82.50
88.80
88.70
95.00

90.70 
94.70 
.5.00
99.00

84.20
92.00
90.80
99.30

89.50
97.20
97.10

104.40

92.80
103,60
105.50
115.60

108.90
124.00
133.00
150.00

136.50
150.40
150,80
169.90

158.20
175.00
182.00
189.80

174.00

90.30
99.50

104.20
110.40

106.10
120,80
129.80
141,80

137.40
145.30
148.10
163.70

154.40
167,60 
175 on
182.80

172.90

96.30
105.00 
108.70
115.00

111.10
125.30
135.10
147.40

143.90
156.00
159.00
173.70

164.80
178.80
184.00
194.50

186.60

88.70
102.00 
102.40
117.20

101.60
120.60
127.30
146.70

135.30
151.40
150.30
164.70

151.20
165.10
175.60
188.70

175.20

134.30 142.50

97.40
108.20
110.60
120.40

136.30
137.50
159.20
160.80

172.20
181.60
186.30
188.70

185.50
199.60
209.30
220.00

212.20

145.50
156.90
174.00
182.70

189.40
191.10
200.50
205.20

208.30
221.90
230.00
243.90

231.00

113.30
128.70
138.40
154.40

143.80
156.40
157.60
175.70

165.30
179.80
184.80
195.50

183.80

Quarter 
1971 -

September 
December

1972 - 
March

September 
De cember

1973 - 
March

September 
December

1974 - 
March 
June 
September 
December

1975 - 
March 
June 
September 
December

1976 - 
March 
June 
September 
December

1977 - 
March r

93.70
94.70

91.80
92.00

83.60
85.50

Seasonally Adjusted Series (c)

84.10
84.40

91.80
93.30

84.90
85.20

90.80
92.10

96.70
98.40

101.10
103.30

105.40
109.90
114.40
118.10

122.80
130-90
144.10
151.60

154.80
159.10
163.00
168.80

173.80
183.20
187.00
190.20

194.00

93.70
96.60

100.40
101.40

102.70
107.70
113.90
115.50

118.90
128.10
140.40
148.20

149.50
154.60
159.00
168.20

170.60
182.50
182.80
187.90

191.10

88.20
90.50
94.10
95.30

85.90
87.40
89.60
92.50

94.10
93.10
95.40
97.20

89.50
89.30
93.90
93.70

93.20
96.00
98.30

100.50

97.40
102,70
106.40
110.70

114.60 
123 60
I j4.50
142.90

144.50
148.80
153.30
160.60

164.90
174.20
183.00
179.60

184.90

93.80
98.60

105.30
107.30

110.30
120.20
130.30
138.20

141.80
145.70
148.40
157.20

158.00
168.00
173.60
177.60

177.30

100.00
103.60
109.20
112.50

115,50
124.10
135.40
144.40

149.40
154.30
160.20
168.20

169.30
177.30
182.80
189.10

193.70

94.50
100.00
105.00
110.80

108.10
119,00
130 70
138,00

144,40
148.90
152.20
154.80

156.30 
165.90 
’ 77.20 
178.80

184.00

133.10 141.50

102.00
107.10
112.40
115.40

135.90
142.30
155.50
159.10

150.00
157.80
174.40
180.40

119.30
127.30
140.50
147.70

170.30
184.30
185.40
188.90

193.10
190.60
197.10
205.30

151.50
154.70
159.40
166.90

187.90
199.60
208.60
213.40

214.60
216.30
233.10
238.50

171.10
178.80
184.90
187.40

215.70 240.30 192.10

(a) See paragraph 7 on page 13. (b) Original serie« estimates for the Northern Territory and the Auitralian Capital Terrttory have been 
calculated on a baiii which excludes the effects of varying numbers of Australian Government pay-days in each quarter. Estimates for periods
prior IO (he December quarter I 973 are not available, (c) See paragraph 8 on page I 3. r - reviled.
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TABLE 19. AVERAGE WEEKLY ORJJINARY TIME EARNINGS, FULL TIME 
ADULT MALE NON-MANAGERIAL EMPLOYEES, AUSTRALIA (■)

Quarter Original 
$

1973 - 
December

19*^4 - 
March

September 
December

1975 - 
March

September 
December

1976 - 
March

September 
December

1977 - 
March r

104.50

98,00 
113.00 
121.00 
137.50

130.50
142.50
144.50
160.00

150.00
164.50
169.00
179.00

167.50

SeasonaOy 
ad/usred fbl 

S

100.50

103.50
111.50
123.00
131.50

137.00
141.00
146.50
152.00

155.50
163.50
169.00
171.50

175.00

Annual 
cfiange (c/ 

%

13.6

16.3
18.6
25.5
30.8

32.4
26.5
19.1
15.6

13.5
16.0

12,8

12.5
(a) See paragraph 4 on page 13. Figures have been rounded to the nearest SO cents, (b) See paragraph A on page 13. (c) Percentage change

over same quarter of previous year in the seasonally adjusted series. r - revised.

IV. SURVEYS OF EARNINGS AND HOURS

General — Since 1960 a number of statistical surveys of 
wages and hours of work in Australia have been 
conducted. Each of these surveys is listed below and 
reference made to the publications containing detailed 
results. As these surveys were based on samples, the 
resultant estimates are subject to sampling variability, 
that IS variations which might occur by chance because 
only a sample of employers was surveyed. In addition to 
affecting the results of each sample survey, sampling 
variability also affects comparison between each year’s 
survey results.

Survey of Wage Rates and Earnings, September 1960 — 

For results of this survey of marginal rates of wages and 
actual weekly earnings of full-time adult male employees 
see Labour Report No. 50, 1962 end 1963 (pages 
80-83).

Survey of Weekly Earnings, October 1961 - Results of 
this survey about the distribution of actual weekly 
earnings of full-time adult males were published in 
labour Report No. 50, 1962 and 1963 (pages 83-86),

Survey of Weekly Earnings, October 1965 - This survey 
obtained average weekly earnings for full-time adult and 
junior males in private and government employment; 
and for full-time adult males, the distribution and 
composition of earnings. For detailed results see labour 
Report No. 53,196/(pages 80-96).

Survey of Weekly Earning (Size Distribution), May 

1971 - The survey obtained, for private and government 
employees, estimates oi the distribution of earnings of 
full-time adult male employees (paid for a full week) and 
particulars of average weekly overtime earnings and 
average weekly ordinary time earnings. Separate details 
were obtained for (a) male managerial, executive, 
professional and higher supervisory staff, and (b) other 
full-time adult male employees. For detailed results see 
Labour Report No. 56, 1971 (pages 117-170).

Survey of Weekly Earning and Hours, October 1962 to 
1964,1966 to 1976.

(i) Surveys to 1972 (private employees). Sample 

surveys in respect of most private employees 
subject to payroll tax conducted for the last
pay-period October. Detailed results,in
explanatory notes, etc. of these surveys were 
published in Labour Report No. 56. 197J and 
Labour Report No. 57, 1972. The estimates 
shown in these Labour Reports (and in earlier 
issues) are not directly comparable with those 
published in the bulletins (Reference Nos. 6.36 
and 6.40) - sec below.

(ii) L'ke 1972 to 1976 surveys (private and 
government employees). From October 1972 
coverage was expanded to include (i) private 
employees in the Northern Territory and the 
Australian Capital Territory, (ii) employees in 
non-government hospitals not subject to payroll 
tax and (iii) employees of Australian, State and 
local government authorities. Detailed results of 
these surveys, were published in Earnings and 
Hours of Employees (Reference No. 6.40).

Surveys of Earnings and Hours, May 1974 to 1976

Surveys were conducted in May of the years 1974 
to 1976 to obtain statistics of the distribution of 
earnings and hours of employees, and the composition 
of weekly earnings and hours for various categories of 
employees and for principal occupations. Results of the 
surveys were published in Earnings and Hours of 
fimployees, Distribution and Composition (h-eliniinary! 
(Reference No. 6.47) and Earnings and Hours of 
Employees, Distribution and Composition (Reference 
No. 6.52).

Weekly Earnings of Employees (Distribution) August 
1975 and August 1976

In August 1975 and August 1976, sample surveys, 
based on the quarterly population survey, were 
conducted throughout Australia in order to obtain 
details of weekly earnings of wage and salary earners. 
Results were published in Weekly Earnings of Employees 
(Distribution! {l^eference No. 6.51).
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Lurùiigs and Hours of Employees, October 1976

A summary of some of the final results of the 
October 1976 survey, together with some comparisions 
of the results of the October 1975 survey are shown in 
Tables 20 to 24.

Scope of the survey

All wage and salary earners were reprejcnied 
except —

members of the defence forces, 
employees in agriculture, 
employees in private households employing staff, 
waterside workers employed on a casual basis, 
persons employed by private employers (other than 
hospitals) not subject to payroll tax.

At the lime o*" ihu selection of the sample payroll tax 
was payable by employers in the States paying more 
than S800 a week in wages and salaries ($400 a week in 
the Territories). In general, Australian Government 
bodies, religious and benevolent institutions, public 
hospitals and other similar organisations are specifically 
exempted under the Australian and State Payroll Tax 
Acts.

Coverage

The survey covered all Australian and State 
Government departments and authorities and stratified 
random samples of local government authorities, 
non-government hospitals (not subject to payroll tax) 
and other private employers.

Industry classification

The industry classification used for the survey is 
the Australian Standard Industrial Classification (ASIC) 
described in Australian Standard Industrial Classification 
(Preliminary Edition/ 1969, Vol. I.

Definitions

Adult employees comprise employees 21 years of 
age and over and employees under 21 years of age who 
are paid at the adult rate for their occupation. Junior 
employees are all other employees under 21 years of age.

Full-time employees arc employees who ordinarily 
work 30 hours or more a week, and part-time employees 
are those who ordinarily work less than 30 hours a week,

For private employees, non-managerial employees 
were defined to include minor supervisory employees, 
leading hands, clerical and office staff as well as ordinary 
wages employ^’es. They exclude managerial, executive, 
professional and higher supervisory staff who for the 
private sector, were not further defined. For government 
employees, managerial, executive, professional and 
higher supervisory staff were generally defined as those 
employees who(i) were ineligible to receive payment for 
overtime, or (ii) although subject to payment for 
overtime, were in charge of a significant number of
employees in a separate establishment (or
establishments). The allocation of employees to these 
Iwo classifications may have varied for individual private 
employers and between employers in the private and 
government sectors, with consequent effects on survey 
results.

Weekly earnings refers to gross earnings before 
taxations and other deductions have been made. It 
includes overtime earnings, which refer to that part of 
gross weekly earnings for hours paid for in excess of 
award, standard or agreed hours of work, and ordinary 
time earnings.

Weekly hours paid for refers lo the hours for 
which payment was made. It includes overtime hours. 
which refers to hours in excess of award, standard or 
agreed hours of work, and ordinary time hours.

Reliability of estimates

As the survey was based on a sample of employers 
the resultant estimates subject to samplingare
variability, that is, variations which might occur by 
chance because only a sample of employers was 
surveyed. The extent of the detail published has been 
determined after considering estimated measures of 
sampling variability.

NOTE(l) Estimates of average weekly earnings shown 
in the tables are rounded to the nearest 10 
cents, and those of average weekly hours 
paid for arc rounded to the first decimal 
place. Any discrepancies between totals and 
sums of components in tables are due to 
rounding.

(2) Average weekly earnings figures for males 
shown in Tables 20 to 24 are not directly 
comparable with estimates of average 
weekly earnings shown in Tables 16 to 19 
since they relate to only one pay-period in 
October, not to the average for a quarter, 
and their coverage is less extensive.
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TABLE 20. AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS AND HOURS : FULL-TIME NON-MANAGERJAL EMPLOYEES, 
INDUSTRIES, AUSTRALIA, OCTOBER 1976

Manufacturing

Meta! products, machinery and equipment

Food, 
beverages 

and tobacco

Textiles; 
clothing

footwear

Paper, 
printing, 

etc.

Chemical, 
petrok-um 
and coal 
products

Basic 
metal 

products

Fabricated 
metal 

products;
other mach- Transport 

inery, etc. equipment Total Other

Total 
manufact­

uring

AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS ($)

Adult males 
Junior males 
Adult females 
Junior females

177.30
98.10

135.90
90.60

163.20
93.90

124.40
82.70

191.50
105.70
136.10
88.00

196.10
108.20
142.80
98.80

196.60
108.90
152.00
106.50

174.60
93.80

132.60
93.60

175.90
97.10

140.10
95.10

179.70
97.50

135.60
95.20

170.50
91.30

130.50
92.10

178.80
97 00

132.60
89.40

AVERAGE WEEKL Y HOURS PAID FOR

Adult males 
Junior males 
Adult females 
Junior females

41.9
40.3
39.1
39.1

41.8
39,8
38.3
38.6

41.1
40.4
39.4
39.3

40.5
39,5
38.7
38.5

41.2
38.7
39.3
39.5

41.4
39.7
38.9
39.0

40.8
39.2
39.4
38.7

41.1
39.4
39.0
39.0

41.5
39.6
38.7
38.8

41.3
39.6
38.8
38.9

AVERAGE HOURLY EARNINGS ($)

Adult males 
Junior males 
Adult females 
Junior females

4.23
2.44
3.48
2.32

3.91
2.36

2.14

4.67
2.62
3.46
2.24

4.85
2.74
3.69
2,57

4.77
2.81
3.87
2.70

•1.22
2.36
3.41
2.40

4.32
2.48
3.56
2.46

4.37
2.48
3.48
2.44

2.31
3.37
2.37

4.33
2.45
3.42
2.30

Non-manufacturing

Mining

Flectricity 
gas and 

water truction
Wholesale 

trade
Retail

Transport

storage; 
commun­

ication

Finance, 
business 
services

Public 
adminis­
tration, 

etc. Other

Total 

manufact-
Total 
all 

industries

AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS ($)

Adult males 
Junior males 
Adult females
Junior females

253.70
139.10
163.50
110.50

200.70
113.10
158.10
106.90

184.50
111.70
141.10
98.50

171.40
96.80

137.70
93.40

159.70
90.50

136.00
88.40

198.30
104.60
158,00
102.60

186.20
106.50
150.20
101.60

205.70
109.60
174.00
107.20

174.20
103.20
136.90
88.10

192.20
102.30
158.60
98.90

187.60
100,50
151.70
97.70

AVERAGE WEEKLY HOURS PAID I OR

Adult males 
Junior males 
Adult females 
Junior females

41.5
39.8
38.9
38.9

40.4
39.0
37.1
37.2

40.6
39.6
38,3
38,4

40.5
40.3
38.5
39.0

41.1
40.7
39.5
39.8

41.4
39.8
39.3
39.4

39.3
39.3
38.0
38.6

38.7
37.8
37.8
38.2

41.2
40.7
38.4
38.1

40.3
39.8
38.3
38.8

40.7
39.7
38.4
38.8

AVERAGE HOURLY EARNINGS ($)

Adult males 
Junior males 
Adult females 
Junior females

6.11
3.49
4.21
2.84

4.97
2.90
4.26
2.88

4.54
2.82
3.68
2.56

4.23
2.40
3.57
2.39

3.89
2.22
3.44
2.22

4.79
2.63
4.02
2.60

4.73
2.71
3.95
2.63

2.90
4.60
2.81

4.23 
2-54 
3,57
2.31

4.77
2,57
4,14
2.55

4.61
2.53
3.95
2.52
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TABLE 21. AVERAGE EARNINGS AND HOURS : FULL-TIME NON-MANAGERJAL EMPLOYEES

Adult Main

Oct. 
1975 Oct. 1976 Junior Males Adult Females Junior Females

Total
Overtime Ordinary

w time Total
Oct. 
1975

Oct. 
1976

Oct. 
1975

Oct. 
1976

Oct. 
1975

Oct. 
¡976

AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS (S)

New South Wales
Victoria
Queensland
South Australia
Western Australia
Tasmania
Northern Territory
Australian Capital
Territory

166.10
165.40
159.30
154.40
168.60
160.60
186.60

183.50

Australi! 164.40

16.30 
16.80 
15.60 
12.50 
21.40 
12.80 
27.40

11.00

16.30

172.00
171.30
170.10
166.30
169.00
170.10
181.20

203.40

171.30

188.40
188.10
185.70
178.80
190.40
182.90
208.70

214.30

187.60

86.60
89.60
86.30
85.00
84.40
86.20

102.90

100.20
102.20
100.80
97.60
98.40

101.20
110.40

128.60
132.70
127.60
125.20
130.90
138.10
155.30

151.40
151.10
151.30
151.10
149.50
155.10
163.90

85.10
87.20
79.60
79.00
79.90
82.40

116.20

100.00
100.60
92.60
96.70
94.50
93.20

104.20

95.40

87.10

106.60

100.50

AVERAGE WEEKLY HOURS PAID FOR

141.80

130.30

169.50

151.70

89.40 99.60

83.60 97.70

New South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 
Northern Territory 
Australian Capital

Territory

40.6
40.8
40.1
40.3
41.4
40.3
41.6

39.8

Australia 40.6

2.4
2.6
2.3
2.0
3.2
1.9
3.8

1.6

2,4

38.1
38.4
38.0
38.5
38.3
38.5
37.4

40.5
41.0
40.3
40.5
41.4
40.4
41.2

39.5
39.9
39.3
39.5
39.9
39.3
41.9

39.6
39.8
39.6
39.8
39.9
39.8
41.6

38.3
38.6
38.4
38.4
38.7
37.8
37.4

38.2
38.7
38.4
38.6
38.8
38.4
37.8

38.7
38.8
38.7
38.7
39.0
39.1
38.2

38.8
38.8
38.7
38.8
39.1
39.4
38.3

38.1

38.2

39.8

40.7

39.7

39.6

40.2 37.7 37.5 38.0 38.3

39.7 38.4 38.4 38.8 38.8

(a) Average overtime earnings and hours paid for are averages for all employees represented in the survey.

TABLE 22. AVERAGE WEEKLY OVERTIME AND ORDINARY TIME EARNINGS AND HOURS : 
FULL TIME NON-MANAGERIAL EMPLOYEES. AUSTRALIA

Adult Males Junior Males Adult Females Junior Females

October 
¡975

October 
1976

October 
1975

October 
¡976

October 
1975

October 
1976

October 
¡975

October 
¡976

AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS ($1

Overtime (a)
Ordinary time (a)

14.10
150.30

16.30
171.30

3.70
83.40

4.30
96.20

3.20
127.20

3.60
148.20

1.30
82.30

1.50
96.20

Total 164.40 187.60 87.10 100.50 130.30 151.70 83.60 97.70

AVERAGE WEEKLY HOURS PAID I OR

Overtime (a)
Ordinary time (a)

2.4
38.2

2.4
38.2 38.5 38.7

0,7
37.8

0.7
37.8

0.4
38.3

0.4
38.4

Tot» I 40.6 40.7 39.6 39.7 38.4 38.4 38.8 38.8

(a) Average overtime and ordinary lime earnings and hours paid for are averages for ell employees represented in the survey.
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Mates
Adults
Juniors

Eulbtime employees
Adults
Juniors

Pernales
Adults
Juniors

Eulbtime employees
Adults
Junkirs

Persons
Adults
Juniors

¡''ull-fime employees 
Adults
Juniors

N.S. W.

189.40
196.80
90.70

7 96.70
203.40
100.20

129.00
135.80
84.70 

¡47.00
154.50
100.00

168.60
176.80
87.70

181.80
189.50
100.10

TABLE 23. AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS, ALL EMPLOYEES (a)

October 1976

r/c. Qld S.A Tas. N.T. Aust.

October
1975 Percentage

increase (b)

- $ -

191.50
199.00
90.50

198.50
204.60
102.20

183.60
192.90
93.70

188.50
197.10
100.80

177.70
186.50
88.20

¡85.40
191.10
97.60

186.90
195.50
89.50

194.60
202.50
98.40

181.70
189.70
97.20

188.50
196.30
101.20

208.60
214.90

98.00
215.70
218.90
110.40

233.50
240.90
89.10

240.20
245.90
106.60

188.60
196.60
91.00

¡95.50
202.40
100.50

164.90
171.80
79.20

7 71.20
177.50
87.10

74.4
14.4 
¡4.9
14.¡ 
¡4.0 
¡5.4

129.70
137,00
87.00

146.10
154.30
100.60

170.30
178.90
88.70

182-50
190.50
101.30

121.30
132.20
83.20 

¡58.10
153.30
92.60

122.70
131.10
85.70

141.60
153.80
96.70

118.90
126.40
81.80 

¡4¡.4O 
152.60
94.50

118.20
125.20
87.50 

¡42.50 
158.00
93.20

149.20
155.10

83.30
767.70
165.50
104.20

152.10
159.00
81.80

167.10 
in.^o
99.60

127.20
134.90
85.00 

¡45.20
154.70
97.70

109.30
116.30
73.20

124.40
133.00
83.60

16.4
76.0
¡6.1
¡6.7
¡6.5
16.9

163.70
175.50
88.20

174.60

158.60
168.60
86.90

7 71.50
186.70
96.60

181.50
97.10

163.60
173.30
85.50 

¡79.30
189.50

160.60
169.90

92.20

189.10
195.70

91.70

201.80
210.00
85.20

167.60
176.70
87.90

96.40

7 76.20
187.60
97.10

7 97.7Í0
203.00
108.00

214.70
221.60
102.80

180.40
189.40
99.10

146.00
154.10
76.00 

¡57.50 
165.40
85.30

74.5
74.7 
¡5.7 
¡4.7 
¡4.5 
¡6.2

(a) Total private and government employees including manageiial. executive, etc., staff. See definitions, pace 17. (b) Percentage increase 
October 1 Q76 over October 1975.

TABLE 24. AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS : MANAGERIAL, EXECUTIVE, ETC. STAFF (a), OCTOBER 1976
<$)

TOTAL AJ L INIJL'STRIES

Males

N.S. W. l^lc. Q/d S.A. H'.A. <4»si. (hl
T'emolcs

Aust, (b)

October 1975
October 1916

259,30
290.90

255.80
287.30

236.50
271.70

235.60
275.10

244.20
276.90

237.30
273.60

253.50
286.30

194.60
220.10

(a) Private managerial, executive, profe.s.sional and higher supervisory staff. See definitions page 17. (b) Includes the Northern 1 erritory .Tnd 
le Australian Capital Territory. Separate details for the I'erritories are not available.(he




