
INTRODUCTION 

Mi c h a e l  C ly n e  

Australia has become a l iving laboratory for research int o so cio­

linguistics/soc iology of language , offering three main fields : ab orig­

inal language s ,  local varieties of Engl ish and immigrant languages in 

contac t with Engl ish . It is  around these three sub j e c t s  that this vol­

ume centres its attent ion , with contributions by linguist s ,  soc ial 

sc ienti s t s  and educat ionist s . 

Most of the contribut ions for this volume were originally written 

in 197 4  for a spec ial i s sue of the I nte�natio nal Jou�nal 06  the S o ciol­

o g y  06 Lang uag e but the size  of this volume unfortunately exceeded the 

number of page s available . I thank Joshua Fishman for first sugges ting 

this collect ion and Stephen Wurm for making p o s s ible  pub licat ion in the 

D Seri e s  o f  Paci 6ic Lingui� tic� . 

Of the approximately 260 aboriginal languages used in Australia when 

the white man settled in this country (1788), only about 150 are s t i l l  

spokenl , some by only a few o l d  people ( cf .  Cape l l , 1963). The soc io­

lingui stic asp ec t s  and implicat ions of the cons iderab le re search into 

Australian aboriginal language s are discussed here by Sommer .  With the 

ruthl e s s  pres sure on aborigine s to ' as s imilate ' ,  and wholesale de­

tribali zation , a rapid language shift oc curred , with cultural ident ity 

problems ( c f .  Sommer ,  in this volume ) ,  and aboriginal varieties o f  

English ( Flint 1968) and pidgins deve lope d ,  some of which have become 

creol ized . One of the s e , spoken in the Katherine and Roper River 

distric t s  of the Northern Territory , is described here by Sharpe and 

Sandefur . There are indic ations that this creole is spoken over a more 

extens ive part of inland Australia . 

The uniformity of Australian Engl ish has been a subj ect  of dis­

cus s ion . Mitche l l  and De lbridge (1965 a, b )  ascertain very little 

regional difference but cons iderab le social variation in phonology 

l
p ersonal c ommunic ation, B. Blake . 
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between three varieties which they designate as Cultivated , General 

and Broad , repre senting progres sive deviation from Received Pronunc i­

at ion , a les ser tendency towards Cult ivated among male s ,  rural people 

and pupil s  o f  government schools than among females , c ity dwel lers and 

pup i l s  of independent ( non-government ) schools . These findings are 

based on tapes of 9 , 0 0 0  adolescent school children from all over 

Australia recorded by their teachers . The study predate s  the develop­

ment o f  sociolingui stics  with its emphas is on soc ial sett ing of corpus , 

e xperimental design ,  and code- switching or individual variat ion . 

Mitchell and Delbridge remains by far the most extens ive empirical 

study of the sub j ect . ( Further discussion of uniformity in Austral ian 

English e . g .  in Turner 1966 , Bernard 1 9 6 7 a ,  1967b , 1 96 9 ,  Cochrane 1 9 5 9 , 

C lyne 1 9 7 0 ,  Jernudd 196 9 ) . In this volume Eagleson and Muecke attack 

this question from the perspective o f  soc ial variat ion and Thuan from 

that of language planning . Taylor analyzes swearing in Australian 

English as a sociolinguistic cont inuum . 

Since the 1 8 30 s ,  s izab le groups of non-Engl ish-speaking immigrants 

have sett led in Australia . Some early group s ,  such as the Germans of 

South Australi a ,  Western Victoria and s outh-eastern Queensland formed 

c losed communitie s , but mos t  assimilated rapidly . The mass immigration 

program launched in 1 9 4 7  brought about a marked change in Austral ia ' s  

population composit ion , eating habit s ,  attitude s t o  foreigners and 

foreign language s ,  and self-image . At present nearly 1/3 of Austral ia ' s  

population are immigrants  or children of immigrant s ( the maj ority from 

non-Engli sh-speaking backgrounds ) .  Studies have been conducted on 

ac culturation and on soc ial interac t ion between immigrants and nat ive­

born Australians ( e . g .  Johnston 1 96 5 ,  1 97 3 ,  Mart in , Medding 1 97 3 ,  Price 

1 9 4 5 ,  1 9 6 3 , 1 96 4 ,  Taft 1 96 6 ,  Zubrzycki 1 9 6 4 ) , and on interact ion between 

Australian English and immigrant language s ( Andreoni 1 9 6 7 , C lyne 1 96 7 , 

1 97 0 , 1 9 7 2 , 1 97 3 ,  Endrody 197 1 ,  Harvey 1 97 4 ,  Johnston 196 7 , Kamin skas 

1 9 7 2 , Klarberg 1 97 1 ,  Kouzmin 1 9 7 4 , Rando 1 9 6 8 ) . Research has so far 

t ended to be ' piecemeal ' or isolated , and no ful l  inve st igat ion of lan­

guage maintenance across the immigrant communities has yet been under­

taken in Australia . ( But Gilson and Zubrzycki , 1967 , deal exhaustively with 

the immigrant pre s s  of the t ime ) . On the whole , factors operat ing in 

favour of language maintenance  and factors that c an either promote or 
impede it , depending on their combinat ion , are s imilar to those in the 

United States ( c f .  Kloss  1 9 66 ) . Status and usefu lnes s  of the migrant 

language , the pre sence of or visits  from grandparent s , and the use o f  

a standard variety of t h e  migrant language may be added to Klos s ' s  
' c lear ' language maintenance fac tors . Kloss ' s  list  of ' amb ivalent ' 

fac tors ( leading to maintenance or shift ) - educational leve l ,  numeri-

• 
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cal strengt h ,  atti tude of the maj ority to the migrant language or 

group , soc iocultural charac teri s t i c s  - may be augmented by four other 

fac tors in the Australian situation : Prior knowledge of the second 

language , the political si tuat ion in the country of emigrat ion , ethnic 

denominat ions , and number of children in the family ( C lyne 197 6 ) . 

Part-t ime ethnic schools , rel igious denominat ions , the ethnic pre s s , 

e thnic c lub s and societie s ,  librarie s and reading c ircle s , and ethnic 

radio may al l be  regarded as institutions fostering language mainten­

ance in Austral ia . 

In this volume , Johnston and Klarberg discuss language maintenance 

with respect to part icular ethnic groups with different ac culturation 

probl ems . Smolicz  and Harris devi se a soc iological model for the study 

of ethnic languages and ,  drawing on data from various communit ie s , 

formulate conclusions on the future of immigrant language s in Australia . 

Rado ' s  findings among Southern European adole scents in inner Melbourne 

suburb s contrast with the usual re sults of inve st igat ions on language 

maintenance ( e . g .  Smo l i c z  and Harri s ,  Johnston , Klarberg ) . The dif­

ference may be due to the introduct ion o f  bil ingual educat ion into the 

schools attended by Rado ' s  sub j e c t s . While Johnston and Rado examine 

attitude s , Bol itho trace s  communicat ion networks and Clyne deals with 

the work domain . 

The soc ial and educat ional inj ustices related t o  forced a s s imilat ion 

and monol ingual i sm have led to government policies and private pres sure 
2 ( for instanc e ,  through the setting-up of ' migrant act ion ' group s )  

towards a p luralistic  approach , e spec ially in educat ion . This is  

discussed by Kaldor ( aborigine s and immigrant s ) ,  Rado ( immigrant s )  and 

Tryon ( aborigine s ) . Possibilities unthought of three years ago are 

being realized ( e . g . matriculat ion examinations in virtually all immi­

grant language s in Victoria ; bilingual educat ion which , however , was a 

' fact of life ' in some part s of Australia prior to World War I ;  ethnic 

language programs on spec ial stations or acc e s s  radio ) .  

The contents of this volume does not , by any means , repre sent all 

work on sociol ingui s t i c s  in Australia as it is  a very rapidly-expanding 

field and much of our research is not Australia-centered .  However ,  it  

is  hoped that this volume will contribute to internat ional as well as  

local interes t  in the Austral ian soc iol inguistic s c ene . 

2 In Australian Engl ish, 'migrant ' 'immigrant' 
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