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In seasonally adjusted terms, the current account deficit for Apnl W1

rose $661 núllion to $1,609 million.

The rise was mainly due to a
merchandise trade to a
7 per cent to
$4,227 million.

$682 million turnaround in the balance onIV re» a jnj,,- ------------------------------
i.ade 10 a deficit of $67 million. Merchandise exports fell 
$4,1W million. Merchandise imports rose 9 per cent to

Apart from the merchandise trade outcome, there was a fall of 
million in the net services deficit, the net

$13 million and the net unrequited transfers surplus full $3 million.
deficit, the net income deficit rose

B,\LANCE
OF PAYMENTS, CURRENT ACCOUNT 

$ million

Balance on merchandise trade 

Net services 
Net income
Net unrequited transfers

Balance on cwrem account

Ntarch 1991 Aprii 1991

Originai

642
-248 

- 1,461
200

-867

S«aso«cUy 
adjusted Original

615 
-378 

- 1,415
230

259 
-330 

- 1,425
250

Saivnally 
adiusted

-67
- 541

- 1.42H
227

- 948 - - l.b09

In original terms, merchandise exports were
$1 million to $4,299 million.

Non-rural exports fell $118 million or 4 per 
falls were recorded in transport equipment.

virtually unchanged, tailing

cent. The most significant 
and ‘other’ mineral fuels.

■ equipment was down $159 million or 60 per cent as no civil 
■aft or ships were exported in April following the export of 
XXs aircraft and one ANL ship in March. ‘Other’ rnineral fuels 
Swn $119 million or 33 per cent. This was due mainly to faUs m 
, prices and volumes of crude oil. The largest nse was recorded in

Transport equipment was
aircraft or
two 

was
both prices
metal ores

’and minerals, up $116 million or 21 per cent.

Rural exports rose $117 million or 11 per cent. Rises tn wool, meat, 
suear and ‘other’ rural exports totalling $184 million were partía y 
offset by a $67 million decrease in cereals exports (due mainly Io a fa 

in wheat volumes).

Merchandise imports rose $382 n^n, or 10 
with rises recorded for most commodity groups. The laigest nses 
^clX^ $119 million or 11 per amt (partly renecung meva^ 
imports of general machinerv and electrical appliance^), o po

$105 million or 95 per cent (due mainly to the import of an 
ship valued at $81 miUion and one Eastwest

$31million); chemicals, up $81 million or 21 per cent; and fwls, up 
$57 million or 24 per cent The largest fall was in avi aircraft which 
recorded no impo^in April, compared with $51 milton m Marcl^^^^^^

imports

were in
in

cent (due mainly to the import of an

in civil aircraft, which
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In original terms, the surplus on merchandise trade for the first ten months 
of 1990-91 was $908 million, representing a turnaround of $4A'i7 million 
from a deficit of $3,749 million for the same period of 1989-90.

The current account deficit for the first ten nwnths of 1990-91 was 
$13,991 million, compared with $19,276 million for the ten months to 
April 1990.

For further information, order the frublication Balance of Payments, Australia 

(5301.0), or contact Zia Abbasi on (06) 252 6689.
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Economic activity remains flat in 
March quarter
Constant pnee gross domestic product (GDP) rose 0.1 per cent in March 
quarter 1991 after seasonal adjustment, following a 0.3 per cent rise in 
the IDecember quarter.

Despite these small rises, total constant price gross domeshc product 
was 0.6 per cent lower in the six months ended March 1991 than in the 
previous six months.

Major features of the expenditure aggregates this quarter include; weak 
private final consumption expenditure; the seventh consecutive fall in 
private gross fixed capital expenditure; largely offsetting contributions to 
growth in GDP from private non-farm stocks (positive) and public 
marketing authority stocks (negative); higher exports and a fall in 
imports.

MAIN NATIONAL ACCOUNTS AGGREGATES, MARCH QUARTER 1991 
Srasonilly adjusted estimates at average 1984-85 prices

Percentage change

From 
ffreotoui 

quarter

From corrtsjronding 
quarter of 

oreowus year

Final consiunphon expenditure —
Private 
GovCTnment

Gross fixed capital expenditure

0.3
3.5

-6.7

04
3,1

-12.2

Groaa national expenditure 
Exports of goods and services 
Impofb of gtxxls and services

-0.6
1.6

-18

-5.1
103
-8.9

Groea domattc product
Croe» farm product 
Gross noo-farm product

0.1
-31 

03

-1.5
79 

-19

o

Private final consumption experxliture increased marginally by 
03 per cent in March quarter, but has recorded little real growth over 
the past year. Expenditure on goods has declined in real terms over this 
period, but expenditure on services has continued to grow.
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cvnt in MarchPrivate gross fixed capiUl expenditure declined by 6.9 per
"the seventh consecutive fall in this aggregate. Public gross fixed 

capital expenditure also declined, falling by 6,3 per cent, mainly as a 
of the sale overseas of a number of second-hand aircraft r\

quarter.

consequence 
Qantas.

cent, mainly as a

Private non-farm stocks increased by $12 million in constant pnee terms
in March quarter following a decline of $253 million in December... ____ ity^uanvi ..................c -------------
quarter. Consequently, private non-farm stocks made a positivi 
contribution to growth in GDP in the March quarter of 1.2 percentage
quarter.

points.

Public marketing authority stocks increased by only $10 million in 
March quarter following six quarters in which significant increases wei 
recordc-d, the increase in December quarter being $n64 million. 
Consequently, public marketing authority sttKks made a negativ 

- .V /-'r\r> tko iTtiArlpr nf 1.0 tX.‘rCtcontribution to growth in GDP
points.

in
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the March quarter of 1.0 percentage

Exports of goods and services rose 1.6 per cent in the March quarter 
making a positive contribution to growth of 0.3 percentage pc’ints. On 
the other hand, imports of goods and services declined by 1.8 per rent

March quarter, but made a positive contribution to growth in GDI ofin
0.4 percentage points.

initial estimates show that Australia’s terms of trade fell 3.2 per cent in 
March quarter, to a level 10.8 per cent below ‘h-? Peak rwrdcxl

/-.zv/x .»s»- _ 1____ kzx. i-xi.-xc fixll frt rt. 119 from

Initial estimates in

March quarter 1989. The imports 
December quarter. The stocks to ! 
from 0.549 in December quarter 1990.

to sales ratio fell to 0.119 from 0.121 in
sales ratio increased marginally to 0.555

In current price seasonally adjusted terms, wages, salaries and 
t » 1 <1____________ A ncA rti 1 rw‘r rent ncent. A rise of 2.1 per cent in averagesupplements increased by 1.0 per..............  -. .

earnings more than offset a significant decline in employment. The gross 
operating surplus of private corporate trading enterprises fel 
63 per cent following a rise of 4.1 per cent in the previous quarter.

(UhI«s otherwise indicateJ these eomments are based on s«sonaJiy 
price tsftmil«s.) For further information, order the publication Australian National 
AXunirNational Income and Exp.-nditure (5206.0), or contact Paul Curran on 
106) 2S2 6708.

New motor vehicle registrations
Total new vehicle rc-gistrations increased by 0.9 per cent to 40,274 in 
April 1991 in original terms.

and stotion wagon registrations rose by 0.3 per cent while
C3r ¿aoM - - C» x-»

other vehicle registrations were up by 3.4 per cent.

For further informalion contort Krein yoflifoH an 252 6255,
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Foreign debt still rising, but 
servicing ratios improve

ISTEtMTlOMAL J>iVXSTMEXT HMmON
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Net foreign liabilities at 31 March 1991 totalled $177337 million, an 
increase of $5,068 million or 3 per cent on the position at the end of the 
December quarter.
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Australia’s net foreign debt of $133,491 million accounted for 
three-quarters of the level of net foreign liabilities at 31 March 1991. The 
ratio of net foreign debt to GDP for the year ended March quarter 1991 
was 35.2 per cent, a rise of 0.7 percentage points on the ratio recorded a 
quarter earlier.

AUSTRALIA’S INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENT POSITION 
$A thousand million

L«*ci at end of

December 19SK) March IWl

Foreign investment in Australia 
Borrowing from abroad 
Other investment
Total

163.0
101.4
264.4

165.5
104.1
269,6

Australian investment abroad 922 923

Net international investment position
Net foreign debt
Net other liabiiibes
Total

130.2 
<2.1 

172J

111.5
43.8

1773

There was a net capital inflow of $3,491 million during the March 
quarter 1991, being made up of a net inflow of foreign investment into 
Australia of $5,046 million, partly offset by a net outflow of Australian 
investment abroad of $1,555 million.

Net investment income payable abroad during the March quarter was 
$3,936 million, down $565 million (13%) on the amount payable in the 
December quarter.

For the year ended March quarter 1991, the rabo of net investment 
income payable abroad to exports of goods and services was
25.7 per cent, a fall of 1.2 percentage points on the ratio recorded for the 
year ended December quarter 1990.

The ratio of net interest payable on foreign debt to exports of goods and 
services for the year ended 30 March 1991 was 20.5 per cent, compared 
with 20,7 per cent for the year ended a quarter earlier.

SUbMics Weekly 
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For further mfometion, order the puNioafion Foreign Investment, Australia, 
Preliminary (5307.0), or conloci Martin Keeting on (06) 252 6252.
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Decline in stocks is arrested but 
manufacturers’ sales fall

tlLCSGE IS jnX'KS 
ALL SIELÏC1 tu isui srmts 
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The level of stocks held by private businesses showed a marginal 
increase in the March quarter 1991 in seasonally adjusted constant price 
terms, following falls in the previous three quarters. Sales by 
manufacturing businesses however, dc'clined between Ihe December and 
March quarters.

Ma JOM Saÿt Ok M« Jkm 0* 
IW» IWO )WIIWO

The value of stocks held by private businesses at 31 March 1991 was 
0.2 per cent higher in scaa.'nally adjusted constant price terms than at the 
end of December 1990, but still 5.1 per cent below the levels of March 
1990. Since March 1990 stocks held by the mining industry have increased 
12.7 per cent, while all other majetr industry groups have shown a decline.

/n4usfry

Mining 
Manufacturing 
Wholesale trade 
Retail trade 
Other selected industries

STOCKS OF PRIVATE BUSINESSES 
31 MARCH 1S91 

Seasonally adjusted at 1984-85 prices

stock ifwl
Perientfl^e change since

31 December 1990 Xîarcii 1991

AU xlectfii inUuslnes

2,689
16,053
12.422
9349

333

40^46

-4-

3.7
-0.6

0.7
0.3

-6.5

0.2

12.7
-6.5
-7.2

-54

-5.1

I,

Manufacturers’ sales in the March quarter 1991 were estimated to be 
$.31,937 million which represents a fall of 1.5 pc'r cent over the 
December quarter 1990 in seasonally adjusted terms.

For the year ended March 1991, manufacturers’ sales in constant price 
terms were 4.9 per cent lower than for the year to March 1990. Declines 
were recordL-d in all industries with the exception of ftxxj, beverages 
and tobacco which rose 5.8 per cent and chemicals, petroleum and coal 
products which rose 2.4 per cent. The most significant changes occurred 
in transport equipment, and clothing and footwear which registered falls 
of 24.2 per cent and 17.4 per cent respectively.

Statistka Weekly 
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Expected sales data reported by manufacturers for 1990-91 indicate an 
expected fall of 1.7 per cent over actual sales for 1989-90 in current price 
terms. Expected sales for the 6 months to December 1991 have been 
revised downwards by 2.4 per cent from the December 1990 survey. If 
these expectations are realised, sales for the 6 month pt'ritxl to 
December 1991 would be only marginally higher than actual sales for 
the corresponding period in 1990.

For htrikcr infvtmation, onitf the ptthltattictfi Stocks, Manufacturers Sates and 
Ex-sx-ted Sales, Australia (5629.0), or amlact Geoff McFarlane on (06) 252 5610.
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Who is counted?

• Why have a Census?

Confidentiality
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Feature article 1

Australia's 12th National Census: 
a look behind the scenes
On 31 April the Australian Bureau of Statisbcs released Hpie Ausfrulû 

• Takes a Census. This publication was produced to help Australians 
understand more about the 1991 Census; why there is one, how it is 
planned, designed and conducted and how the information is used. The 
result should be a better understanding of the nature of census stahstics.

The publication is available free and is included in several kits targeted 
at special groups who may need to know more about the census. These 
groups include the media, schools, politicians, migrant education groups 
and community sen ice organisations.

The publication includes a copy of the 1991 Household Form and the 
Information Booklet v/hich wili be distributed to all households. It also 
includes an interesting table which shows the content of each census 
from 1911 to 1991, aitd details on each of the following aspects of the 
census process.
Australia's twelfth national census of population and housing will be Î 

held on 6 August 1991. The census counts all persons in Australia on 
census night including visitors to Australia. Australian residents 
overseas and foreign diplomats and their families are excluded. The two 
external ti»7itories of Cocos (Keeling) Islands arid Christmas Island are 
included in the census although their populations arc not included in 
the total Australian counts.

The objective of the census is to measure the number and key 
characteristics of people in Australia on census night. This then proridcs 
a reliable basis for the population estimates used primarily for electoral 
purposes and the distribution of government funds. The census also 
prorides the characterisbes of the population and its housing within 
small areas and for small populabon groups to support the planning, 
administrabon and policy development activities of governments, 
businesses and other users.

Census taking in Australia began as early as 1788 with what were 
known as musters. How Australia Tates a Censwii covers the history of the 
census from those early musters right through unbi the present day.

The census is the largest sutistical collecbon undertaken by the Australian 
Bureau of Stabsbes (ABS). It requites k'.rig and detailed planning. Well 
before one census is completed work on the rx-xt census begins Planning 
for the 1991 Census began in 1985 ahead of the last census in 1986. How 
Australia Takes a Census iiKludcs a chapter which shows the extent of 
planning involved in conducting a census It includes information about the 
consultabon between the ABS and census users which eventually led to the 
selection of 31 topics for the 1991 Census.

Since its inception the ABS has made arrangements to ensure the 
confidenbality of all substical information it collects. This confidentiality 
is guaranteed by the Census and Statistics Act 1905. How Australia Takes a 
Census deUils the measures taken to ensure census confidenbality, which 
include the desbuebon of all forms after processing.

CoRhnuad page iv
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2 May 1991

Slump in new vehicle registrations extends to March

show fourth successive fallManufacturing input pnc«rnUIdClUIllIK ------------ -----------
The price index of materials used in manufactunng industries fell by .13 per cent

in February 1991.

Manufacturing in March ...
oublicatton .Manufachiniie Producrion, Australia, Prelmi'ory ISMI OI wntmns 

«arùHL Aar» r»n the nroducttoti of twenty-seven mapr indicators of

IIIIU «1 ilV« »mww ---------- •" - ___
While unadjusted total new motor vehicle registrations increased by 1. fy cent (to 
,19,880) in March 1991, in seasonally adjusted terms, there was a decline Qt 
9.4 oHit between Februarv’ ansi Maivft 1991.

Small increase in building materials prices
Prices lor materials used in house building increased by 0.1 pt cent in Februaryfir materials used in house building increased by 04 p as 
1991 as did prices for materials used m other than houw biilding.

ih^^äuenon of twenty-seveh major 

production. n
Further uecreases in prices of manufactured goods

Prices of manufactured goods fell bv 0.5 per cent in February 1991. follomng fallsPrices of manufactured goods fell 0.5 per cent in Febru 
of 0.6 per cent and 0.8 per cent in December and Januaiyof 0.6 per cent and 0.8 per cent

9 May 1991 First surplus on goods and services since Janua^ 1988
In seasonally adjusted terms, the current account deftcit for March 1991 leU 

$242 millioh to $1209 million.

16 May 1991

Housing approvals continue to fallTotal dweLg unit approvals fell by 2.5 per cent, in seasonally adjusted terms. 
. 1 ___ I iQQi with private sector house approvals falling t
between February 
4.2 per cent.

It approvals leii oy ,..1’ tso sciu, x,,
and March 1991 with private sector house approvals falling by

More than 1.8 million jobs started in 1989-90
A total of 1880200 persons started a job for wages. or salary in the twelve months 

to July 1990, of whom 63 pier cent had started a full-time )ob
i a job for wages or salary 
had started a fuU-tltne job

What bedevils Tasmanians « , „
Tasmanians felt more threatened by artificial haMrds t^n by naturally occurring 
ones at the time of a survey conducted in October 1989.

Unemployment still rising sharply despite more part-time woA
The April 1991 labour force sun-ev recorded the largest rise in uncmple^ianl 

mTnlhiy survey commenced in 1978. The unemployment rate also rose

sharply to a
inthly survey commenced in 
level just below 10 per cent.

Tourist industry boosts capacityunsi inausiry wiw .
The number of.moms available m
increased by T1 per cent

auaoie in ntw». u*««*» —»« , irvws
between December quarter 1989 and December quarter 1990.

First results of national health survey
Neartv 80 per cent of the Australian population aged 18 i 
were in or excellent health around the end of 1989.

ilatton aged 18 years or mote felt they

First home buvers a third of Sydney, Melbourne markets 
First home buyers were owr a third' 
Melbourne home markets between 1988 and 1990.

irchasers in the ^dney and

a

23 May 1991 Rare negative movement in March quarter CPI
The Coiwumer Ihice Index (CPU feU by 0.2 per cent between the December 
^rTiXS^arch quarter 1991 L

March quarter 1984 and only the second since December quart« 196.
March quarter
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23 May 1991 continued

Synopsis of articles. May 1991 - continued
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30 May 1991
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Drop in annual arrivals from our traditional migrant sources
For the year 1990, the number of settler arrivals (121,560) was 7 per cent lower
tbn in 1989 and Moer cent lotser than in 1988. The decrease was largest for 

Zealand, down 48 per cent, while the number bom in thethose bom in New
United Kingdom and Ireland fell by 11 per cent. a

Home lending up again as societies pick up the slack from banks 
Total seasonally adjusted housiiw finance commitments for March 1991 increased by 
1.0 per cent over February, the third successive monthly increase. The increase was 
attributable to permanent building societies, which increased their lending by 

7.9 per cent.

Livestock — the major trends
The sheep flock in Australia increased by 5.4 per cent to 170 million in the year to 
31 March 1990, with a corresponding 9.6 per cent increase in woc'l production to
842.-5 kilolonnes.

Growth slows in super assets
The rate of increase in the value of total assets of superannuation funds and 
approved deposit funds (ADFs) has slowed appreciably in the last two quarters.

Company profits show large decrease in March quarter 
Company profits befora i'.tcome t.'x fell in seasonally adjusted terms by 
29 per cent in the Marih quarter 1991 from December quarter 1990.

March quarter sees smaller decline in new capital spending 
New capital expenditure in the March quarter 1991 declined 3 per cent in real 
temis from the December quarter.

Major manufacturers bear the brunt of slump in car industry 
The trend estimate for motor vehicle registrations fell by 3.6 per cent in March 
1991, continuing the decline since April 1990.

Continuing decreases in prices of manufactured goods
Prices of manufactured goods fell by 0 7 per cent in March 1991, the fourth
consecutive monthly fall.

Manufacturing in April ...
The publication Menufactunng Production, Australia, Preliminary (8301 0) contains 
up-to-date time series data on the production of twenty-seven major indicators of 

production.

Building materials prices stable

Bi!

Overall, prices for materials used In house building were unchanged in March 
199!, while prices tor materials used in other than nouse building increased by

0.1 per cent.

iggest annual fall in export prices for 23 years
Export prices fell by 2.1 per cent between February and March 1991, bringing the 
total decline In the year to March to 7.9 per cent. This is the largest annual 
decrease recorded since December 1967.

What are employers spending on training?
Results of the 1W Training Expenditure Survey show that Australian employ« 
spent the equivalent of 2.6 per cent of gros-s wages and salaries on the fomtal 
training of their employees during the period 1 July to 30 September 1990.

rets

March livestock products summary
Calf slaughterings during March 1991, at 41 thousand, were 23.1 per cent higher 
than in february 1991.»mary 1991.

1
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Census awareness

Processing

Products

Uses of Census data ” 
some practical examples
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Continued hom page i
iFvou have ever wanted to know more about how census informatton 
is collected then How Australia Takes a Census can tell you th... too. It 
details how this is done nght through from the pn^uction ol maj^ to 
the delivery and collection of forms to and from 6.5 million households 

across Australia.

To help ensure that everyone is counted the ABS conducts a 
comprehensive communications campaign to inform the com
aboufthe census and its uses. There are

to inform the communin'
also special procedures foracx.iui inv* OHM .......---- --- - , . J V 1

Aboriginals, ethnic groups and any other groups who may need help or 
advice. More information on these procedures can be found in the
chapter on Collection.

One of the biggest tasks of the census is the processing of ll^ millions of 
individual returns. To process the information from the !W Censu^the 
ABS is using Optical Mark Recognition (OMR) Technology, and Compute 
Assisted Coding. These technologies represent a major advance in the 
processing of census data. The chapter on Processing provide nw 
r ... ..._ «1__ _ ^11 used PV tnC AK».detailed information on these and all other procedures used by the ABS.

essential if the ce asus is going to be of maximumHigh quality data are essential if the ce vsus is going to oe o. ..u.xu.,u„, 
benefd to it's users. To this end, extensive effort is pul into form design, 
collection procedures, public awareness and accurate pr^e^mg of the 
data collected. Information on the procedures used by the ABS to 
achieve high quality census data is included m the chapter on Quality, 

~ cx«-mr in mnQim Lidtd dnu thThisTchapfor also talks about the sources of error in census data and the 
ways in which these errors are kept to a nunimum.

the products which result from theFinally the publication focuses on the products which n^ult rmm me 
census and how thev are used. As in the past, the broad 
the 1991 Census will be available in printed publications. How Australia 
Takes a Census also gives details of the latest technological advances in

on

s CDA'^A91 and digitised maps, and shows 
be tailored to individual user needs. The 

chapter on products also gives details of the standard products available 

from the census.

product development such as 
how census information can b

One of the naost interesting chapters
exactly how census information can

' . . . .1______ i. A..

I of How Australia Takes a Census shows 
be used by providing examples of

how it has been used in the past. As the examples show, census
information can be used both commercially and for community protects,
XTpZ^i^ns.^^^^ from planning childcanHthrough to 
private enterprise wishing to expand a company Cer«us data is w^ly 
used to plan for the future of Australia. The ABS itself has had 
2»,000 Quests for infomiation from the 1986 Census and this

___ ja KUrarioc anti nthpT orGHnisdtions thdi

used to plan for the

include the many inquiries made to libraries and other organisations that

disseminate census
rKiuin«i iiiouv w MV»«..»* — ------------- V
information. This chapter may help you to realise what

potential census data may have for your own uses.

How Australia Tak^ a Census is an informative look behind the scenes of 
.w» It Will help everyone understand more about the way inthe census. It will help everyone understand more anoui me way 
which the 1991 Census is conducted and its benefit to the
dcvclopn>enl of Australia.
For further infomution obtain a copy »f How Australia Takes a Census
f29G3.0) frcm any ABS office (set po^ Wi-
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Grocers produce slight lift for 
retail trade

7

Q

Growth in retail turnover remains weak despite marginally improved 
figures for the first three months of 1991 in seasonally adjusted terms.

ffiMiwiiiry
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• 7100

1«« 19»

The trend estimates of turnover at current prices increased by an 
average of 0.4 per cent per month over the three months to March, 
slightly above the average growth of 03 per cent per month over the
last twelve months.

■«TOO
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The indications ate that the dowing of the annual growth rate has 
ceased as it has remained fairly sUtic for the past few months. The
trend estimate of growth in the tyvelve months to March was
3.1 per cent, compared with 2.9 per cent in each of the prevri^
months.

tU’O

The trend estimates show strong growth in the grocery- industry-. The
average growth over the last three months for this industry, al 
1.0 per cent, is slightly above the average monthly growth over
the last year of 0.9 per cent. The trend remains weak for
department stores, while hotels, liquor stores and licensed clubs
remain in decline.

RETAIL TURNOVER

Perimttgt change m trend estímales

Original 
value m

March 3991 
$ mUlkm

Average wioníhhí 
increase for 

3 months 
to March 1993

March 1993 
ever

Maràl 1990

Grocers, confectioners, tobacconists 
Hotels, liquor stores, licensed dubs 

Etepartment and general stores 

Clothing and fabrics stores 
Other industries

AU I iusines

994
712
475

2,835

1.0
-0.6 

03 
0.7

n.a

10.4
-03

2.1
44

n.a

7251 0.1 3.1

Average growth in State leUil turnover over the last three months ranged 
from 0.1 per cent per month for Victoria and Western Australia through to 

for Tasmania and the Australian Capital Territory.13 per cent

The value of retail turnover in constant price seasonally adjusted terms 
increased marginally in the March quarter 1991 over the December
quarter 1990. In the past year however, retail turnover has declined by

1.4 per cent
for further mforrnation, order the jruUication Retail Trade, Australia «501.01, or 

amfiad Bill Pcneell tm i06) 252 6132.

■i
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Manufacturing input costs 
continue their fall

8

V&iCl IM>EX or MXTtlUlJ VSED D* 
MXM-FAC’TtW’«

indexes of materials used in manufacturi-.g industries fel by 
2 0 per cent in March 1991. The decrease was again rrainly due to lp«e 
prices for imported and domestic crude petroleum, reflecting the 

« _________________________ nriro«.

The price

continuing decrease in world oil prices

Prices for home produced matenals decreased by - - per cent due 
decrease in domestic crude petroleum prices. Pnees for impi^od 

.i materials were down 1.6 per cent; lower pnees tor crude 
Sewell as machinery and equipment 
"^higher prices for chemicals and chemical based matenals.

Cher the year to March, prices of manufacturing matenals decreased by
user roe vvoi ii" f , , i.-wi
2.0 per cent, the first annual decrease since July

PRICE INDEXES OE
MATERIALS LSED IS MASUEACTLRING, MARCH W1

matenal

Imported 
Home produced

AH »uniifai-tiinng

DWElXl>tG VMTS APPSO'TD

PltlOKW
IMM»

■OM 
r*’
■15

15
.11

1^ Ib
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Percentajie change

from preTni»«iS 
wKWlth

-1.6

-2.0

Fer further inlprmation, order the puthcahoo

Manufacturing

cowjcHufzng 

»limih of

-Q.1
-2-9

-2.0

Price Indexes of Materials Used in
«jnon, mier iiif ‘ ■>0 ¡txa-i!Industries, Australia (6411.0), er contarl Geoff Bmi’n « ((»

April housing approvals increase 
but trend is still down
Total dwelling unit approvals rose marginally (by 0.3%), tn seasonally 
XSiS betw^n March and Apnl 1991 with the pnvate ^-.or 

house component rising by a stronger 4.4 per cent.

The increases in April follow falls in both figures in the two 
XZ^ITthe ti^nd for toUl dwelling units approved contin^ the 

which began in March 1939. DespiUi
number of private sector house approvals in April, the imnd ms aiso 
e5iu under the cumulative effect of recent months figistill declining under the cumulative

DWEILISG UNITS APPROVED. APRIL W1

Pn»lr sector 6»!«

No

I.- in the

TetaJ dwelhng units

Onginal
S«9oi«Uy adjusted

Trend estimate

7,436 
7J38 
7,411

Percentage 
change ¿m 

month

73

4 4 
-0£

No-

10,045 
10;!41 
lOiM

change on 
prenous month

2.8
0.3

-0,5

Continued ...
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The value of total building approved (residential and non resKlentiat) 
**"■ y. « i“_____—t <1 imtllarvn CCVX^riAlIV
by 85 per cent from

iuuu% ®r ---- ------- ---------
the March 1991 figure of $1,622.6 million, seasonallyDV LJW MV««« ««"► .................. - c> . .. -rwvk i- _

adjusted, and was 26.3 per cent lower than the April 1990 figure.

The trend series for the value of total building approved continues to 
show a steady decline. While the trend had been showing early signs of 
levelling out as a result of the high value of non-residentia building 
approved in February 1991, these small gains have been offset by 
relatively low approvals in March and April.

For ^further information, oráor Iho publication Building Approvals, Australia («731.0),
cimtacf F«mí Serrille on (06) 252 bO67~or

Weekly earnings rise influenced 
by lay-offs of lower paid staff
Preliminarv estimates of average weekly ordinary time earning 1 reuiiiiiioi Y V O __ Novembei
increased by 1.6 per

UI «Y CI cig«, --------------J -
cent for full-time adults between November 1990average WEEKLY EARWNCS 

Ordtatr; Uac «BrAtage oí fuB-Üm« adoU»

1«9

s 
rSTd

no

5M

-510

anTpebruaiy 199r The increase for males was 1.5 per cent, while for

females it was 2.1 per cent.

It appears that compositional changes in 
._______ kx-«. Irsccor /4f

the work force continued to
afKt^cstimates. albeit to a lesser degree than in the 
quarter. The trend to shed lower pid staff continued and thrs e^t 
appeared to have a greater impact on female earnings than on male 
earnings. For full-time adults, average weekly total carntngs 
by 1.2%r cent (an annual increase of 7.1 per cent). Males contnbuted 
\ -a______ a »r* »Eifi oTowih while the female

Im ordlaarr tf««Quarterly ckaace ta ordtaary tí 
tarBiafe of luU-ttme aduMa

11 per cent (7.1 per cent annually) to this grow 
figures increased by 2.0 per cent (7.6 per cent annually).

■th while the female

AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS. FEBRUARY Wt

HbuIm

MdM Males

Weefciy eammgs ($)

Females

PrYu-mtag< dungl 
in PeYsons' from

-0

Persons Nov. 90 Feb. 90

15«9
hi IWO 1991

Full-time adults 
Ordinary time 
Total

598.10
643.00
586.00

49930
511.40
385.40

564.30
598.00
497.10

1.6
1.2
13

7.5
7.1
6.9

Average weekly earnings statistics represent average gross earnings of 
Xwees and'^do not relate to average award rates nor to the eanungs 

, \ ___________’ CcHm.Yinc nf averaee weekly earnings areoHhe-Xrage person’. Estimates of average weekly earnings 
derived by dividing estimates of weekly total earning by eshma^ of 
employment Changes in the averages may be affected not only by 
ch^gw in the level of earnings of employees but also by changes in Ihe 

overall composition of the labour force.

It should also be noted by those using average weeklv eamiiigs data 
contractual adjustment or related purposes, that these est^te^rc 
preliminary. Final estimates for February 1991 are expec ed to 
published on 27 June 1991 in Aittrage Weekly Earnings, States and 
r .. r, » ____lOAf /¿mo mAustrate. Februaiy 2991 16302.01.

Stahstic* Weekly 

S June 1991

For fuHbor inforrruttion, order th. publicati^
Preliminary (6301.0), or contact Mk* AtbnsCTi on (06) 252 59«.
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Inquiries
The ABS supplies a wide range of 
statistical information:

All the week's releases:
29 May to 4 June

ri through its bookshops
ri by mail order (including

1 w^Book Aust., 1991 (1301.0; S69.00)
Statistics Weekly, 30 May 1991 (1318.0; S4.(X))
NIF-IOS Model Data Base Manual, March Qtr 1991 (1340.0; fiw)

subscription) 
ri by facsimile 
ri electronically.

•S-!

.\ir-lv3 IVIUUCX WUWI I-**:«*. iwacaAtWfcUr •
Monthly Summary of Statistics, NSW, May IM ”,^^^¿813^” 
Monthly Summary of Sutistics, Vic., hfay 1990 113^.1 SIO^) 
Monthly Summa^ of parish«, Qld. May 1^1 (1^^

of Stahshcs^ WA, Mav W1 (1305 5, SlO.OOlMonthly Summary’ of Statistics, WA, Mav
South Australian Vear Book, 1991
Monthly Summary of Statistics, SA, May 1991 (1303.4. S’ OO)

To order any of the publications that 
appear in Statistics Wcekiy or to 
inquire about the statistics and 
services available from the ABS, 
contact Information Services at any 
of the offices listed below. An 
Information Consultancy Service in 
each office proshdes assistance of a 
more extensixx' or complex nature.

ABS Central Office
>5

V

FAX

TO BOX 10 

BELCONNEN ACT 2616

(06) 252 6627
(06) 253 1404

'’’^AWiaii Demographic Statistics, December Qtr 1990 (3101.0; Sll .SO)

^“¿h(^*s‘,‘AusV, 1990 (4221.0; S20.00)

^’"‘AV.'JmalKSin^Jr’AcSuirt^ k«l‘in^me and Expenditure, March

Qtr 1991 (5206.0; $20.00) rv, v f>r
Australian National Accounts: (Quarterly Ciata on Floppy E)tsk, March QHr

1991 (5228.0; Sc86.50) „ ____
Balance of Payments, Aust., April 1991 (8301.0; SI5.00)
Balance of PaxTnents, Aust., March (^tr W1 (5X!2.0: S-O^W _
Foreign Investment, Aust., March Q^ ^l. Preliminary’C5W,.0_ SW.i^^ 
Expor« Aust., Mcnlhly Summary Tables, March 1991 ^3. 0. $9 00) 
RciSue: Taxation Revenue, Aust.', 1989-90 (554)6.0;
Stocks Manufacturers' Sales and Expected Sales to December 1991, Aust, 

March (3tr 1991 (5629.0; SIO.OO)
State and Local Government Finance, NSW, 1988 (5502 1: S16..(l)

‘■“&ue‘&’s"Nc.?"n”?,e Labour Force, Aust., September 1990

ABS Slate Offices (6220.0; SI 1.50)

NSW (CC) 268 4611 
Vk. (03) 615 7000 
QU (07) 222 6351 
WA (09) 323 5140
SA (W) 237 7100
Tas (002) 20 5S00
NT (089) 81 34.%

Subscriptions
To subscribe to Statistics Weeklj/ or 
any other ABS printed publication, 
phone the ABS Subscription Service 
toll-free on (008) 020608, or contact 
information Services at any of the 
offices above.

Suggestiorts
Any suggestions (or improvement to 
this publication should be addressed 
to:

0
Robert Nixon
Editor
Statishes WteU^ 
(06) 252 6104

Sub sties Weekly 

6 June 1991

Weekly Earnings, Aust, February IW, PreliminaryAverse WeeklgJEamings, Aust, hebruary iwb i reiimindr> 
Industrial Disputes, Aust , February 1991 (6321.0; S7.00) 
Price Indexes of Materials Used in Manufacturing Industnes, Aust..

March 1991 (6411.0; SIO.OO)

Agricultural Commodities, Aust., 1990-91, Preliir inary 
/"•A 1 n. eiA An\(7111.0;

igricuitu 
SIO.OO)

Principal Agricultural Commodities, Vic., 1990-91, Preliminary 
(7111.2,510.00) iQ«Q_tifiValue of Agricultural Commodines Produced, Tas., 1089 90

(7501.6;
igricultu 
515.00)

Sei'%”nu^ctunng*fiii'uctmnr.^”i'*’Household Appliancesand Electrical 
Equipment, March 1^1 (8357.0; S6.50)

Retail Trade, Aust., March 1991
Building Approvals, Aust., AprilProducnon ^atistics, NSW', ’^’reh W1 (8^ 1; S7^>
Building Approvals, NSW, Apnl 1991 (®^81.1, 5-^W
Building Approvals, Vic, April 1991 (8731.2; SIO.OO)Dw’clliA Lmil Commencements Reported by Approving Authorities, 

Vic.,March 1991 (8741.2; $10.00) . cm00)
Tourist Accommodation, WA,
Building .Approvals, WA, April 1991 (®^81.5, S1()W)
Building Approvals, SA, April 1991 (8731.4; SIO.CX)) , u i, ca oiielling iSit Commencentents Reported by Approving Authonties, SA,yelling Unit CommencemCTt 

Marell 1991 (8741.4; 510.00Buildrng Ap7~vals, NT, April W1 (8^ ^, $5^
Tourist Accommodation, ACT, March ijtr 1991 (8635.8. S4 50)

'^'^O'sMtions of New Motor Vehicles, Aust., April 1991, Preliminary
MotorJehwte'S^strations, A^ 00)

Road Traffic Accidents, Qld, 
Motor Vehide Registrations, WA, March 1991 (9303.5, $7.00)
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Calendar of key releases
Expected releases over the fortnight to 18 June 1991

June

Corrigendum: Retail Trade. Australia, March 1991 
(8501.0)

The Labour Force, Australia, Mav 1991, rreliminaiy 
(6202.0- $10.00)

Import Trice Index, Australia, March (Quarter 1991 
(6414.0; $9-00)

Australian National Accounts. Cross Product, Employment and
Hours Worked, March 1991 (5222.0; $9.00)

(Ouartcrlv Indexes of Industrial Trcxiuction, Australia,
March 1991 (8175.0; $10.00)

Retail Trade, Australia, April 1991 (8501.0; $10.00)
Building Activity, Australia,: Dwelling Unit Commencements, 

March 1991, mliminary (8750 0; $10.00)

Feature article — 1991 Census
A removable supplement is included in this issue between pages 6 and 
7. This contains a feature, taking a look behind the scenes of Australia s 
12th National Census, as part of an occasional series and a synopsis of 
Statistics Weekly articles released in May 1991

The latest ...
Changes to key Stale indicators — consolidated to

4 June 1991
NSW Vic SA K4 NT ACT

VSEWnOYMENT M.4TE 
ScMMalty atfjwace 

IMI

M«Smi6W«ìm
VkMRb

tMaAMnta
WwWBAwneia

T 13

New capital expenditure 
(Dec qtr 90»*

Retail turnover tMat 91) 
(trmJ eaumate)

New motor vehicle 
registnticna (Apr 91it 

Number oi dwelling uret 
approvala (Apr 91 ) 

Value of total building work 
done (Dec qtr 90'

Kmpiswed pefwna 
(Ape 91 )•

Captai Qty conaumar

Pmrtuye ptrwd prarutit we

-24 -286 -153 -117 29 35».O n.a -

X2 4.2 96 32 94 n.a 108 31

-145 -498

-1.3 -121

11 4 -24 7 -14 6 -191 -96 -20.3 215

161 36 141 10.7 -26 8 -138 27

15 -111 -230

0.6 -16

9.6

-05

-255 -247

-20 08

5.3

59

- 8.5

■ 1 8

SUtistks Weekly 

6 June 1991

price index (Mar. qtr 90) 
Average weekly earnir^ UuQ- 

tune adult ordinary time) 
(New apt

Pc^Tulabon (Dec 90)
Ronm re^ttt w bcanaed 

hotcb and mo«eK etc 
(Dec qlr W t

47

68

-13

5.3 4.8 6.0 39 42 54 42 49

71
13

09

99
23

8.3 7 9
12

66
11

98
12

87
2.5

73

8.0 -0.7 0.3 »3 328 28

• Swcmliy KtFMMd «ept for ST Mid ACT « S«»r.Uir MijiMWd <«•?>< T».. ST and ACT
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Key national indicators - consolidated to 4 June 1991

Lattxf fifurr a><atiablt

Ptnod
.S«*uoad/f> 

ad/mud
PrtvtOttí! Carrtsftti^Mg

prrttui lofi

National production
Gross {¿meslM; {xoduci current pnces 

— 1984-8J pn£ts
M*r qu 91 91.167 

6/295
95,056 
64 4/5

-04 
07

10

Industrial activity
Ne* capiial expwidiiure — cuireni pnces 

— 1984-83 i^ictj
Expected new cattai 

expenditure
ReUü tumovcf — current wit 

_ ¡9h4-8< Df— pncts
New motor vehicle regisiraiiuns 
Dwellina unit aporuvus 
Value ui alt builmng approvals 
Value of total building work done

no

Sm

Mar. qtr 91

Three morehs 
to Jun. 91

Mar. 91
Mor ?rr 9!

Kpr 91
Apr 91

5.736 
4J54

6,463 
4,8¿íí-‘

- 29 - 11 6
- //5

— currrru
— 1984-

;ru pnces 
1-85 pruti

Manufacturers’ sale» — current pnces 
— 1984-85 pnets

Expected mviufaaurers' sales

Dec qtr 90

Mar qtr 91

Three months to 
June 91

7.300 
7.253.8 

74.274 7 
4OJ2'’4 
10.045

1.516

7.555-7

42.313 
io;:4i

1,484

n.a
0-3 
OJ
8.2 
0 3

-86

- 10 4
38 

-/4 
-215 
- 6.9 

- 26.4

7.391 
4.654 

31.937 
22./62

34.850

7.069

34/24
23 .«J

0-5 
0 / 

-19

-8-5
-iOv

n a n a -b2

Labour
Employed persons (e)
I nemploymcni rale t (e)
Panicipation me + (c) 
Job vacancies 
Average weekly overtime 

per employee

Prices, profits and wages
Consumer ^ice index
Pnce index of materials used in 

manufactunng indusines
Pnce index oí articles produced 

by manufacturing inoustry

•000 
%

‘000

hours

1980-81 = 100.0

1984-85 == 100.0

Cornpany prufiu before tncootc lax
1988-89 100.0

Nov. 90

7.750.5 
99 

64.0 
34 l

7,721.0 
99

637 
35 4

01
0.7
05

-27 8

- 1 8
36
0.2

- 45 6

1.3 1,3 - 1,9 > 16.:

Averate weekly eamingx (preliminary) 
(FuU-iime amilu; ordinary time) $

Mar. qiT 90

Mar. 91

Mar 91
-Mar. qtJ 91

Feb. 91

214.1

119.1

110.5
2,266

564.30

n.a.

n.a.

ni- 
2.762

n.a

-0.2

-20

-Qf
-29 1

1 6

49

-2 0

-32 0

? 5

Interest rales (b) (monthly average) 
9O'day bank bills + 
tO-year Treasury bonds t

Balance of payments

% per annum Apr. 91 11.30
11 00

n a 
n.a.

- 0.30
-0.40

- 3.75
-2 8

Exports of mcrchHidise
Imponi of merchtfidise 
Balance on merchandise trade

$m Apr. 91

Balance of goods and services i 
Balance on current account (c) 
Terms oi trade (d) 1984-85 s 100.0 Mar. qlr 91

4.299
4.040

259 
-71

-1.246 
n.a.

4.160 
4,227 
-67

-4it8
- 1.609 

98.9

-7 1 
9,5

n.a 
n a. 

-69.7 
-33

08 
3.3
n a

-49 5
-7.1
-65

Foreign investment
Net Rveign debt 
Net foreign liabiliues

Exchange rales (monthly average)
svs
Trade weighted index

Other indicators
Population (resident at end oi qtr) 
Overseas visiu» amvals

$m 31 Mar. 91 133,491
177.337

n.a 
n a

26 
2-9

32
6 7

per $A 
May 1970 »100.0

mtUtiM) 
•000

Apt. 91

Dec 90
Dec. 90

(a) Based or ««asonallv adjusted figures where avaiLah*«. -------- --------
incrssM at the deficit no sign means a decrease in (1* deficit or an

.»..ww*. <.v I IMF rientra «kTMTMd *o h* released Thursday. 6 June i9vt

0.7798
59.6

17.2 
253

n a
n a.

1.0
-1-7

n.a 
176

04 
07

1 5 
4 1

(c) For penentage changes, a mino* vign indicate* anfh» Saura: Riwerv« Bank of Australia, (c) Fot penentage change*. a mina* viiT indicate* an 
m thè surplus Id' Th« ratto of thè prie« oi g«xxl» and aervKv* Jor export* to thi;

for importa. t«> Law figuraa expected to he reacased Thursday. 6 June 1991
NOTES * • chan« » ahown in terms of perewfttage pom» na. • not avaiiawt 

been lakert from a vanelv of A» pubhcaoom Cttotea may he obtained from Information Seme«* ts*« page iSUTSe of pubhilwd iguK. U»« Jould ch«k th. Uu». t4.v..n,Figur« bave t-,.. —.......... — - -------- , - * , . . ■ __
Sc^ns cf thè figure* shown are prehminarv. some final, and. some are revuioru of prevuxi 
pubhcation ue wiih ihe ABS InJvrmauon Se^^^c«* if thè statua of thè »tatiaoc u important
Some of the

The ABS fchcuW be acknowledged as the source when reprtxiuang or quoting any part oí thia pubbcatjon

Pnntad « Aaaraiia by FJ ORIIXS, CawnonwaaWi Oovemnwa Pniw, Caobmt 
O Conrrueiweatdi oí Auaratta 1^91

Racomnwndad reWit prie«: $4 00
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