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NOTE: Tht data presented in this publication should be treated with 
care. The survey only covered selected venues. This should he taken 
into account when comparing data between the capital cities.
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MAIN FEATURES

In 1992, at major verges in capital cities where music und 
performing arts events were staged:

• almost 12 million patrons attended 21,750 music und 
pti'forming arts performances at mujor venues;

• the number of patrons increased by 4 per cent from 
1991 und the number of performances increased by 
6 per cent. Most of this increase cun be attributed to
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an increuse in performunces und uttendunces in
Melbourne in 1992;

• popular music attracted over 3.6 million patrons 
(about 0.5 million more than In 1991) to 1,520 con­
certs;

• symphony orchestras chamber and choral groups 
staged 1,770 performances for 1.4 million patrons; 
an increase of 22 per cent for performances and 15 
per cent for uttendunces from 1991;

• dance attracted over 800,000 patrons to 1,450 
performances;

• the number of performances of opera and music 
theatre in 1992 fell by 16 per cent from the 1991 level 
while attendances fell by IS per cent to 2.5 million 
patrons;

• live theatre staged the most performances (nearly 
12,600). It played to much smaller audiences than the 
other events but attracted 2.7 million patrons.
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INQUIRIES
• for further information about stalislics in this publication and the 

availability of cullure/leisure statistics contact Roger Mabieson on 
Adelaide (08)237 7449.

• for information about other ABS statistics and services please contact 
Information Services on Canberra (06) 252 6627,252 5402,2526007 
or any ABS State Office.
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Table 2 - Performances and Attendances by Type of Music 
and Performing Arts Event Held in Major Venues 

Total Eight Capital Cities, 1991 and 1992 (a)
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Table 3 - Number of Venues and Seating Capacity 
Capital Cities, 1992
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r Table 4 - Performances and Attendances at Music and 
Performing Arts Events Held In Major Venues 

Capital Cities, 1991 and 1992 (a)

Table 4 - Performances and Attendances at Music and 
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Capital Cities, 1991 and 1992 (a) - continued
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

This publication presents ihe results from a survey of major 
venues staging music and performing events in capital cities in Australia 
during the calendar year 1992. The survey was conducted by the ABS 
with funding provided by the Cultural Ministers Council.

Scope and coverage
2. There is no cxMnprehcnsive database of music and performing arts
venues in Australia. A list of venues was compiled from Ozarts (Australia 
Council Publicatiwi), Australaxian Musichiduxtry Directory ¡993, Austra­
lian and New '¿ealand Theatre Record and newspaper advcrlLScmcnLs.

3. Data was collected (rum venues in capital cities only where regular
performances lix)k place on a commercial basis or in the case of irregular 
performances where the size of the venue suggested that attendances would 
be significant e.g. large nrck/pop concerts al ouldtxjr venues. Some of the 
venues included would normally be regarded as sjxjrLs grounds/siadiunwelc. 
but because of tlicir size they attract concerts aimed al large audiences.

4. Because only ‘selected venues' in each capital city were included in
the collection, ihe rcsulLs do not purport lo provide the total number of 
performances and total attendances but rallier they represent minimum 
numbers for those capital cities. Similarly, the total for all capital cities 
represents a minimum. Bcca’isc of the process of selecting the venues in the 
survey and, in some cases, the nalure of die venues themselves, care should 
be taken in making comparisiotis between capital cities.

5. Berfonnanccs in cabaret nxrms in hotels, clubs, etc. were excluded
as a majiirity of their admissions arc ‘free’,*admission fees’ being included 
in the cost of the meal, drinks, etc. However, some casinos, convention 
cenires,cic. operate showrooms where u separate admission charge is made 
and these were included.

Venues included In the survey
The scope of this survey is resincled lo ‘majtjr’ venues in capital cities.6.

In ordiT to facililate inlcqTclaljon of die results, the ainscnl of survey participants 
was sought to ihe publication of ihcnameof their venue in a list of venuei? included 
in the survey. The venues of awiscnting parlicipanLs arc shown below. It shcxiW 
be noted, however, diat data shown in this publicalkm Is ntX resincled to lliis list 
and includes a small number of vcnixs niX lislcd below.

SYDNEY
Her Majesty’s Theatre
Seymour Theatre Centre
Sydney Entertainment Centre
Sydney Opera House (Concert

Hall, Opera Theatre, Drama 'I’hca- 
tre. Playhouse. Reception Hall)

Sydney Town Hall
Theatre Royal
Belvoir St Theatre
Ensemble Theatre
Marian Street Theatre
Nida Theatres
Parramatta Riverside Theatres 
Sutherland Entertainment Centre 
The WharfTheatre and Studio 
Enmorc Theatre

Hordern Pavilion 
Parramatta Stadium 
Selina’s Nightclub 
Stale Sports Centre 
Stale I'heatre
Eugene (>(H>ssens Hall
University of New South Wales 

(Clancy Auditorium, T'lg Tree 
'Theatre, Science Theatre)

Sydney Conservatorium of Music 
Sydney Cricket GriMind 
Crossroads 'Theatre 
Glen Street Theatre 
'The Performance Space 
Bondi Pavilion Theatre

MELBOURNE
Comedy Theatre 
Her Majesty’« Theatre 
Melbourne Town Hall 
Princess Theatre
Victorian Arts Centre (State

Theatre, Sidney Myer Music 
Bowl, Melbourne Concert Hall, 
George Fairfax Studio, Playhouse)

Monash University (Manion Room, 
George Jenkins Ihcatrc, Robert 
Blackwood Hall. Alexander 
'I'heatres I and ¡1)

Dallas Br«M>ks Hall
Hinders Park Nation:« Tennis

Centre
Melbourne Spurts and '■\

Entertainment Centre I
Festival Hull i
Russel St Theatre* I
Universal Theatres
National Theatre
The C.U.n. Mailhousf 
La Mama Theatre 
Alhcneauni Th cal res 1 and II 
Gasworks Theatre 
The Comedy (Huh

BRISBANE
Brisbane City Hall
Brisbane Entertainment Centre
Queensland Performing Arts

Centre (l.yric Ihcatrc. Concert 
Hail. (?rcniomc Theatre)

Suncorp Theatre
Rialto Theatre 
La Boite Theatre 
QuecnsUutd Cvtuervutorium of Musk 
University ofQ^Cvii.dand (Nickson

Room, Mayne Hall)
Festival Hall
Arts I'heatre
Queensland (.'ulturul Centre
Twelfth Night Theatre

ADELAIDE
Adelaide Festival Centre (I-csiival

Theatre, Playhouse, Space
I'hcairc. Her Majesty's 'I'heatre)

Adelaide 'Town Hall T'unction 
Centre

Elder Hall
Thebarton 'Theatre
PJizabeth Civic Theatres 
Scott Theatre
Adelaide Entertainment Centre 
'Theatre 62
Lion Theatre and Bar

Odeon Theatre
Botanic Gardens and State 

llerburiuin
Red Shed Theatre

PERTH
Perth Entertainment Centre
Perth Theatre Trust (I’layhousc, 

Perth ('oncert Hall, His Majesty’s 
Tbcalrc, Studio Theatre »Subiaco, 
The Quarry Amphitheatre, Hole in 
the Wall Theatre)

Perth Town Hall
BurswtHid Resort Showroom
Perth’s Superd rome
University «»f WA (Octagon 

'Ihcairc, Winthrop Hall)
Curtin University - Hayman 

'Theatre
Spare Parts l*uppet 'Theatre
'The Effie (-'rump Theatre
SWY Theatre
Perth Institua*of (.’«»nleinporary Arts
Western Australian Academy of 

Performing Arts

HOBART
Derwent Entertainment Centre 
Hobart City Hall 
Hobart Town Hall 
ABC Odeon Theatre 
Peactx'k 'I'heatre 
T’he Playhertise Theatre 
Theatre Royal
Wrest Point Entertainment Centre 
Salamanca Arts Centre 
Ta.sniunian University Union

DARWIN
Gardens Amphitheatre 
Browns Marl Theatre
Darwin Performing Arts Centre
Diamond Beach Hotel Casino
Marrara IndiMir Stadium 
Northern Territory I niversiiy

Sound Shell
Old Palmerston Town Hall Ruins 
P'ootbail Park Darwin

CANBERRA
Bruce lnd<Nir Stadium 
Canberra Theatre Centre
The Arts Centre - A.N.U.
Theatre 3
Royal 'Theatre
Llewellyn Hall
Bruce Outdoor Stadium 
Gorman House Arts Centre



Interpretation of results
7. Figures relating to 1991 in litis publication have been revised fntm 
üiosc pnxJuccd in the 1991 publication (Catalogue No. 4171.0) released in 
February 1993, to enable con.sislency bctwtxn selected venues for 1991 and 
1992. As such, the same venues are included in each year, and differences 
in coverage of venues only ixx:ur due to lliose venues staging irregular 
performances or from new venues storting in 1992 (see note 3 above).

8. Care should be taken when comparing 1991 figures willt 1992 
figures. Figures which show liial a type of activity has increased or decreased 
in a particular capital city may not necessarily reflect the true situation as the 
activity may have moved from smaller venues (not in die collection) to 1 jtrger 
venues (in the collation) or vice versa.

Definitions
9. A perfonnance is defined as a single scssion/show/gig/apix;arance 
by one perfoimcr, a group of performers or a single collection of independent 
performers brought together for a sjxxific |jrodueuon. Free perkinnances 
were excluded. Pcrfomiances in foyers, stutlios, etc. were included if a 
separate fee to attend wa.s charged.

10. The perfotniance lyjxt categories used are those fnnn lite National
Culture-Leisure inditstry Statistical Framework (Fourth Edititm) published 
by the Cultural Ministers Council Statistical Advisory Grtiup and were set 
out on the collection form as follows:

♦ Popular music performance — Rock, jazz. pop. folk, country and 
western, ethnic and multicultural music by musicians andA>r 
vtKalists.

♦ Symphonyorchestms, chamber and choral^roups - Perkimiances 
of oratorio, cla.ssical and contemporary music by choirs/orchestras, 
performers, singers, vtxral ensembles and instrumentid groups.

♦ Hance - Classical, contemporary and mcxlem dance, ballet, 
dance theatre, dance revue, ethnic and folk dancing etc.

♦ Opera and music theatre - Lyric ojiera. operetta and musical 
comedy. Performances should consist entirely or in major part of 
song and music, not the s|X)ken word.

♦ Theatre - Drama, classical, comedy, mime, youth and commu­
nity theatre, young jx^oplcs theatre, puppet theatre etc.

♦ Other performing arts - Variety, revue, comedians, magicians, 
venlrihxjuisLs. circuses, irick/siunl cyclists, buskers, reciters, po­
etry readers and oral history |x;rformerselc.

Related Publications
11. Otl'.er publicaiion.s which can be ttrdcicd from Alls Btxtkshitps:

Household Expenditure Survey. Australia, 1988-89 (6.335.0)
Attendanee at Selected Cultural V'tviuc.s'. Australia, June ¡991 (4114.0)
Music and Performinf^ Arts. Australia. ¡991 (4116.0).
Employment in Culture/Leisure. Australia (6273.0) to be released six^n.
Work in Selected Culture/Leisure Activities, Australia (6281.0).
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