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The Manufacturing Division index decreased by 3.3% 
in February 1991 (-4.1 index points). Prices of Home 
Produced materials fell by 4.0% in February, while 
prices for Imported Materials fell by 1.8%.

The main price changes were:

Imported materials—
• Decreased prices for crude petroleum and 

condensates (-1.0 index points)

Home produced materials—
• Decreased prices for crude petroleum (-4.1 index 

points)

• The decreases were partly offset by higher prices 
for live animals (+0.7 index points).

The Manufacturing Division index increased by 0.6% 
between February 1990 and February 1991; the home 
produced materials index showed no increase and the 
imported materials index increased by 1.6% over that 
period.
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• for further information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related 
unpublished statistics contact Gooff Brown on Canberra (06) 252 5348 or any ABS State 

office.
• for irtformation about other ABS statistics and services please refer to the back page of this 

publication. 

NOTE: Explanatory Notes are published at the back of this publication
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TABLE 1. PRICE INDEXES OF MATERIALS USED IN MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES
manufacturing division indexes
(Base each Index : Year 1984-85 » 100.0)___________________

Source of materials

M'tnitfacturing 
______ Division 

INDEX NUMBERS

Imported
Maieriab

Home Produced 
Materials

1987-88 
1988-89
1989-90

111.4
113,1
119.0

120.0
116.5
121.1

106.8
111.3
117.9

7989-90— 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
^y 
June

¡990-91^ 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January p 
February p

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90

7989-90— 
December 
January 
Febniary 
March 
Aixil 
May 
June

1990-91  ̂
July 
August 
September 
Ouobcr 
November 
December 
January p 
Vebruaiy p

7989-90— 
Decentber 
January 
Febniary 
March 
Apnl 
May 
June

July 
August 
September 
Oaobcr 
November 
December 
January p 
Febniary p

118.2
119.2
120.8
121.5
119.9
118.9
116.6

120.0
121.4
1218
122.9
121.7
120.5
120,0

117.2
118.1
119.8
120.7
119.0
118.0
114.8

1164
122.4
128.2
134.1
133.7
128.8
125.6
121.5__________________

PERCENTAGE CHANGES

118.6
121.2
123.9
129.7
131.5
129.3
127.1
124.8

115.3 
123.0
130.4 
1364 
134.9 
128.5 
124.8 
119.8

+5.7 
+ 1.5 
+5.2

Cfuinge from previous year 
+2.3
-2.9 

+3.9

+7.8
+4.2
+5.9

Change from corresponding month of previous year

+9.1 
+7.8 
+8.6 
+5.7 
+2.0 
+0.3 
-2.8

+6.9 
+7.5 
+8.3 
+5.8 
+2.9

-l.l

+10.5 
+8.0 
+8.9 ft*: +5.7

+1.7 
+0.3
-3.6

-3.1 
+2.7 
+8.9

+ 13.8 
+13.3

+9.0 
+5.4 
+0.6

+0.2 
+0.8 
+ 1.3 
+0.6
-1.3 
-0.8 
■1.9

-0.2 
+5.2 
+4,7 
+4.6
-0,3 
-3.7 
-2,5 
•3.3

-2.9 
-0.2 

+3.2 
+8.2 
+9.6 
+’’,8 
+4.7 
+ 1.6

-3.0 
+4.3

+ 12.0 
+16.9 
+ 15.4

+9.6 
+5.7

Change from previous month

+ 1.2 
+ 1.2 
+0.1
•1.0
-1.0
■0.4

1.2 
+2.2 
+2,2 
+4.7 
+ 1.4
-1.7 
-1.7 
■1.8

+0.3 
+0.8 
+ 1.4 
+0.8

■ 1.4 
-0.8 
•2-7

+0.4 
+6.7 
+6.0
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i TARI c 5 PBlCF 'INDEXES OF MATERIALS USED IN MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES 
CONTRIBUTION OF SELECTED CATEGORIES OF MATERULS TO MANUFACTURING DIVISION INDEX 

(expressed In terms of loUI Msnufscluring Division Index polnls) (»)

Category________ ______

MtaaSticüiTiRg Division M«Sh 125.6

February 199Í p

121.5

Chuig*

CoA/zt&M/ÙMif Io DivifioR Indtx (in intixx points)—

All Imponed Materials 43.90 43.lt -Q.T9

Selected Imported Materials 
Crude petroleum and condensates 
Textile fibres, yams and fabrics 
Pulp, paper and materials made of paper 
Chemicals and chemical based materials 
Basic iron and steel 
Ccmpooenis for machinery and equipment

5.37 
5.22
3.38 
9.07 
2.82 
8.98

4.42

3.4«

XI-'
9.0*

-0.95 
-t-0.01 
+0.02 
+0.02 
+0.02 
+0.06

All Home Produced Materials 81.69 78.4?> ■3,27

Selected Home Produced Materials 
Live animals
Other agricultural materials 
Hardwood and softwood logs 
Fish, prawns and lobsters 
Metal ores and concentrates 
Coal, crude petroleum and gas 
Electricity

(a) For an cxplanauon of this table see । 
publication.

15.52
15.65

1.83
1.34

10.74
25.87

5.62

1^;26
1X75

1.82
1.35 

10.61 
21.76

5.63

+0.74 
+0.10
-0.01 
+0.01 
-ai3
-4.11 
+aoi

paragraph 26 of the ExplawLory Notea and in the Appendix to the Fobtuiry 1988 iuue of thia



1989-90- 
December

is?

July 
Augu.<n 
SejHember 
October 
November 
December 
January p 
February p

1987-88 
1988-89
1989-90

¡989-90— 
December 
January 
February 
March

June

July 
Augu.<it 
ScjHembcf 
October 
Novnnber 
December 
January p 
February p 

¡989-90— 
December 
January 
Fcbniary 
March 
xiy 
June

¡99<)-9l-~ 
July 
August 
Sepienber 
October 
November 
December 
January p 
February p
For footnotes see end of Table 3

table 3. PRICE INDEXES OF MATERIALS USED IN MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES 
MANUFACTURING DIVISION INDEX NUMBERS FOR SELECTED CATEGORIES OF MATERIALS 

__________________________ (Base of each index : Year 1984-85 s lOC.O)

Agricuitural 
maierialsfai

Crude 
petroUmt 

and
TtxúU fibns.mu jwru, 

yañs OM

If^poruà meoerifis

106.5
95.3 
85.5

819 
81.9
81.1 
81.6 
81.9 
83.6 
83.4

817 
815 
81.2 
81.1 
83.4 
83.9 
84.9 
84.6

-15.5
-10.5
-10.3

-8.5
-10.1
-9.4 

•11.3 
•13.3 
-11.2 
-11.8

•13.6 
-13.9 
-10.0
-4.9 

+0.4 
+1.2 
+3.7

-0.2 
-1.2 
-1.0

+0.6 
+0.4 
+11 
•0.2

-0.8 
-0.2 
-1.6 
-0.1

+18 
+0.6 
+1.2
•04

61.6
47.6
58.1

57.8 
611 
64.0 
64.0 
60.3 
53.2 
510

48.5 
645 
85.5

104.8 
104.5
93.9 
80.9 
666

+211

+55.8 
+418 
+318 
+25.5
+75 
-8.7

-11.3

+11.6 
+555 
+88.8 
+84.3 
+625 
+30.3

+74 
+3,1

-5-8 
-11.8
•13

-6.7 
+33.0 
+316 
+216

-0.3 
-10.1 
-13.8 
• 17.7

67.9
56.7
66.1

65.9 
69.6
71.3 
71.0 
67.7 
61.7 
60.8

58.4
71.8
89.5

106.3
106.5
97.7
86.3
73.8

-1.5 
-165 

+16.6

INDEX NUMBERS
1419
139.6
140.2

and natenais 
maUo/DOBtr

Chanùcaii at^ 
chamieed 

^adnateriats
Batic iron

Conpoaoats 
frrr nàciùaary 
ondeauáneM

AÜ 
tinglad

■■ ’5

1205 
122.3 
131.2

1410 
150.9 
158.3

128.2 
134.8 
1345

148.0
138.9
1415

136.4
135.8
139.5

120.0 
1165 
121.1 /•J

1412 
1415 
1413 
141.6 
139.8 
139.2 
138.4

137.9
136.0
135.0
138.6
141.1
138.9
138.2
138.3

128.8 
130.2 
131.8 
133.1 
134.5
1310 
131.0

131.7 
130,3 
128.0 
126.8 
1295
128.9 
130.6 
131.2

PERCENTAGE CHANGES

Changt^^m previous year
■i.5

+0.4
♦1.2 
+15 
+7.3

(Change fron cofftsponü^ nontb of prtvums ^ar

+39.0 
+31.8 
+26.0
+19.5 

+5.5
-69 
-9.0

-117 
+8.8 

+40.9 
+06.4 
+03.8 
+48.3 
+24.0

+3.5

+5.6 
+2.4 
•0.4 
4.6 
-8.9 
-1.5

-3.9 
+219 
+24.7 
+18.8
+0.2
-8.3 

-11.7 
•14.5

+16 
+3.4 
+5.3 
+3.6 
+10 
+1.2 
+0.2

+7.6 
+11.0 
+115 
+11.2 
+10.8

+L4

156.3 
1555 
158.7 
159.6 
160.7 
161.0 
160.0

157.9 
156.9
153.1
154.5
156.9
158.0 
160.0 
160.5

+7.0 
+7.3 
+8.7 
+6.0 
+0.1 
+2.0 
+0.8

131.7
136.0
136.3
136.3
135.9
136.2
136.0

1310 
1301 
129.8 
131.7 
131.8 
131.7 
130.1 
130.9

♦12 
+5.1
-0.2

-0.7 
+19 
+1.0 
-0.5 
-1.2 
-1.5 
-14

140.3
140.7
141.8
141.9
139.9
140.8 
1405

140.7 
1410 
139.7 
1445 
146.9 
145.9 
147.4 
1485

+0.3 
-Oil 
+1.9

+19 
+35 
+0.9 
+3.4 
+0.9 
♦0.6 
•0.1

138.3 
139.0
140.4
140.7 
140.0 
140.1
139.8

138.6
138.0
136.4
139.1
1415
141.1 
1415 
1412

+3.6 
-0.4 
♦1?

♦3.9 
♦5.1 
♦65 
+45 
+3.0 
♦1.4
♦05

120.0 
121.4
122.8 
122.9 
121.7
1205 
120.0

118.6 
1211 
123.9 
129.7 
1315 
129.3
127.1 
1X8

♦13 
■19 
♦3.9

+0.9 
♦75 
♦8.3 
♦5.8 
♦19

'a

-0.4 
-14 
-16 
-1.3

+0.8 
-13 
-13 
-18 

Change from

+1.6 
-0.5

+0.6 
0.5

•1.3 
•0.4
-0.6

+1.2 
-1.5 
•14 
•17 

+0.1 
+0.1 
+0.3 
-0.5 

prewiour monih

-0.5

+L2 
■‘1.0

-L9
-0.8

-1.3

-L9 
•1.2 

+0.4

+?■’

‘0.5 
+11 
+0.6 
+0.7 
+0.2 
•06

-0.4

^2.1

+0.5

-Í6 
•0.5

-1.8 
-0.9 

+11
•0.5 
+1.3 
+05

-1.3 
-0.6 
-14 
+0.9

+0.7 
+1.3 
+0.3

-5.4
-0.6
-1.3
•0.2

-4^0

•0.1 
+3.3 
+0.2

-0.3 
+0.2 
•0.1

-19 
-14 
-0.3 
+15 
+0.1 
-0.1 
-1.2 

+0.6

-1.3
-0.2

-1.2

♦15
♦3.9 
+4.0

•1.7 
+04 
+12 
+10 
+1.8 
+1.3

-19 
-0.2 
+3.2 
+8.2 
^3?

+0.1

+05 
-0.2

-0.1 
+05 
+1.0 
+0.2 
-0.5 

+0.1 
-0.2

+1.2 
+11 
+0.1 
-1.0 
-1.0 
-04

+0-1 
+0.9 
-1.6 
+3.4 
+1.7
•0.7 
+1.0 
-ifii

-0.9 
-0.4 
-1.2 
+10

•1.2 
+12 
+12

-as 
+0.3

♦14
-1.7 
-1.7 

-dJL



1987-88 
1988-89 
1989-90

I989-90— 
December 
January 
Febniary 
Match 
t^y 
June

/PPO-PJ— 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January p 
February p

1987-88 
1988-89
1989-90

I989-90~ 
December 
January 
Fd>ruary 
March

June

1990-91— 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January p 
F^ruary p

1989-90— 
December 
January 
Febniary 
March

I99Q-9J—
July
S^&xx
October
November 
December
January p 
February p

TABLE 3. PRICE INDEXES OF MATERIALS USED IN MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES 
MANUFACTURING DIVISION INDEX NUMBERS FOR SELECTED CATEGORIES OF MATERIALS—continuad 

(Base of each index : Year 1994-85 x 100.0)

Homt produced maurials

112J5 
124.2 
124.3

118.8
119.8
125.4
128.1
129.4
128.0
123.9

122.7 
120.2 
115.3
111.8 
113.0
115.1 
1165 
122.0

*+o'i

+0.2 
+0.4 
+5.0 
+23 
♦0.5 
-1.4 
-5.9

-60 
-5.4 
-5.6 
•60 
•5.0 
•3.1 
-28 
-27

-0.2
+0.8

+22 
+1.0

-12

-1.0
-20

-10

Other 
agricuitura/ 

matenalr
Hardwood and 

softwood lots
Fidi, prawns 
OMa tabstsrs

AgriadStrai 
fortstn md

INDEX NUMBERS

>restn and 
maielwiSS

Metal ores Coal, crude 
and petroletan and

Mncsnrrgttt J«. .a^sSEL Elactriatdai

AU home 
peodaeod

121.4
135.4
140.8

139.8
139.8
141.6
141.7
141.6
142.4
141,1

1374 
133.6 
1318 
131.3 
130.3 
130.2 
128.7 
129.5

+12.9 
+115 

+4.0

+5.7 
+4.3 
+4.9 
+0.6 
+0.3 
+0.6 
-0.7

-3.0

-4.0 
-5.9
-7.1
■69 
■7.9
•8.5

•0.3

+1.3 
+0.1 
-0.1 
+0.6 
•0.9

-26 
-28 

+0.1 
•1.9 
-0.8 
-01 
•1.2 

+0,6

126.2
140.4
146.8

160.3
166.2
173.8

118.3
131.0
134.0

132.1
150.8 
156.2

826
71.6
821

963
916 

103J

112.3
118.3
123.6

1068
1113 
117.9

147.6 
1465 
148.1
145.5 
144.6
149.0 
150.8

1705 
175.4
171.9
1632
166.1
163.0
163.6

130.8 
131,4 
134.9
135.9 
1365 
136.3
133.8

157.3
150.4
147.6
153.9
153.1
1605
1585

85.0 
88.5
89.8 
88.9 
817 
78.9 
714

104.9 
1061 
1065 
l(n.3 
103.6 
101.9
97.6

123J 
123 J 
123.9 
125J 
123.7 
123.6 
123.9

1172 
118.1 
119.8
120.7 
119.0 
118.0
114.8

151,3 
151.5 
152.9
153.9
152.6
158.4 
150.0 
148.8

170.3 
172.2 
172.7 
nb.A
168.9 
173.4 
173.6 
175.5

131.8 
129.0 
126.8 
124.1 
124.0 
125.3 
125.0 
128.0

157.1 
156.1 
1513 
152.9 
152.2 
152.0
147.9 
146.1

75.1 
101.1 
125.4 
145.8 
1415 
121.6 
112.9
95.0

98.9 
116.7 
133.3 
1475 
1445 
130.6 
123.6 
111.2

128.2 
1285
128.7 
128.9 
129.3
128.9 
128.4
128.4

115.3
123.0
130.4
136.4
134.9 
1285
124.8
119.8

PERC^AGE CHANGES

+6.4 
+11.3

+4.6

Change from jnevious year

^31 
+4.6

♦8J 
+10.7 
+2.3

+16.1 
+14.2 

+3.6

+41 
-13.3 

+161

+7.8
•28 

+10.6

+4.6 
+5.3 
445

+41 
+5.9

CAofif« fwn corrtspordinf month of pnviotts yaar

+8.6 
•0.2

+0.3 
-21 
+5.0 
+7.3 
+8.7

+5.4 
+5.1 
+24 
+3.0 
+6.4 
+7.3 
+24 
+05

+2.9 
-0.7 

+1.1 
-1.8 
-0.6 
+3.0 
+1J

+0.3 
+0.1 
+0.9 
+0.7 
-08 

+3.8 
-5.3 
•08

+10.9 
+7.1

+18.1

+06 
-25

-7.1
-1.0 
-1.0
-3.4 
-3.2 
+1.7
-1.0 

+21

+35 
+23 
+5.1 
+1.4 
+0.7

>18

-14
-5.3

-SJ

Changt from previous moroh

-23 
+29
-20 
-5.1 
+1.8
-1.9 
+0.4

-0.2 
+05 
+27 
+0.7 
+0.4 
-0.1
-1.8

+1.1 
+0.3
+21

+27 
+0.1

■1.5 
-21 
■1.7 
■21 
•0.1 
+1.0 
•0.2 

JM.

+2.8 
-24 
-0.3 
■7.4 

+2.7 
-29

-24 
-26
■25
-3.7
-25 
-3.4 
•1.7
•1.0

+0.8 
•4.4 
-1.9

-ois
-L2

-0.9 
-0.6 
-1.8 
■0.3 
•0.5 
•0.1
-27 
-1.2

+35.6 
+251 
+267 
+18.2
+7.6 
+0.6

-10.4

-7.3 
+25.3 
+560 
+765 
+68.1 
+43.1 
+27.6

+5.8

+15
-1.0

-52 
1.0

+23 
+34.6 
+24.0 
+16.3

•29 
-14.1

■7.2

+20.3 
+15.5 
+14.3 
♦10.7
♦23 
+0.3

-3.1

+31.3 
+425 
+38.9 
+24.5 
+165

+4.4

+0.9 
+1.1 
+0.4 
♦0.8 
■3.4 
-1.6 
-4,2

♦1.3 
+18.0 
+14.2 
+10.7

-20 
IS

^6.0

4t0

+4.3 
+45 
+45 
+4.6

+4.4
♦4.0 
+3.6

+0.3 
+1.0 
-1.2 
-ai 
+0J

+3.5 
+01 
♦0.2 
♦01 
+05 
■03 
■04

+105 
+8.0 
+8.9 
+5.7 
+1.7 
+0.3 
-36

•20 
+4.3 

+120 
+169 
+15.4 

+9.6 
♦5.7

♦0.3
♦0.8
^.8

■08
-27

+04 
♦67 
+60 
♦4.6 
ii

(a) Index numbers are available for these series back to July 1968. Annual index numben for the period 1968-69 to 1984-85 on i^erence bate : Kaar ¡984-85 • 100.0 art shown in Table A5 in the Appendix to the Decanber 1985 iaue tl 
this puUicaticn.

-sSP—



Food,
btymragei

(o6dcco 
___ ail.

Texakf 
f23)

TABLE 4. PRICE

Clothing 
(244-2^)

1987-88
1988-89 
1989-90

114.1
125.1
128.8

153.9 
153.1
145.4

136.3
138.6
140.0

INDEXES OF MATERIALS USED LN MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES 
MANUFACTURING SUBDIVISION INDEXES

(Base of each Index : Year 19M«85 » lOO.O)

Foonvear 
(246i

134.7 
137.7 
143.8

procbtcis

furniture
¿___ Í2¡L

Paper.

products 

publtsi^^

chamicais 
and other 
chtmicai 
prowls 

(27S-276t
INDEX NUMBERS

PetroUam 
and coat 
products 

(277-27S)

No«- 
matailic 
mineral 

products

Basic 
mstai 

products 
{291

Fabri­
cated 
mstai 

prmàiCts 
13»

TroupiTrf 
eguipmt^

Odter 
machinery 

and 

rsL
MàeaU- 
tuaous 
manu-

125.5
133.4
142.2

119.6
127.0
133.5

119.8 
125.5 
129.6

74.5 
61.0
725

117.0
121.0
127.8

122.3
136.8
143.1

127.1
140.7
144.9

136.5 
13«.4 
1416

130.6
136.2
140.5

132,7 
135.9 
136.1

/989-90— 
December 
January 
February 
March

126.4 
126.8 
129.3 
129-9 
130.7
130.7 
129.2

146.0
146.0
146.4
146.7
146.4
146.2
143.0

140.7
140.5
140,8
141,0
140,3
140.1
140.3

141.7
141.7
144,4
145.5
145.2
145.7
144.9

142.8
144.5
142.8
142.8
142,7
144.3
145.6

132.6
133.6
134.5
135.1
135.1
134.3
133.7

128.3 
128.5
130.1 
129.9
131.0 
131.6 
131.0

74.1
78.0
79.5
78.7
73.4
67.7
62.5

125.8
128.9
129.5
130.0
130.9
131.3
131.5

143.8 
139.9 
139.4 
143.3
142,5 
146.6
145.7

143.8
145.2
144.7
145.8
146.9
147.7
147.5

141.8
142.2
142.7
142.7
142.9
143.3
142.6

139.9 
140.6 
139.5
140.6 
141.1 
14X7 
141.4

137.0
133.4
134.4
135.7
136.0
136.7
135.1

¡990-91 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January p 
Febniary p

129.1 
i:».9 
125.4 
123.7 
123.6 
124,6
124.5 
127.1

135.9 
1342 
134.3 
133.8
135.3 
135.0 
135.3 
133.6

140.1
139.3 
139.9
142.5
143.1
142.7
143.0
142.6

146.1
146.3
146.0
145.8
146.6
146.6
146.7
146.9

146.2 
146.3 
146.8
147.6 
147.5
149.3 
147.9 
147.7

137.7 
137.0
135.9
135.5
138.1
138.7
139.5 
141 -0

130.6
130.2 
129.1
131.4 
134.0
134.3
134.6
136.4

629
88.8

114.1
135.9
132.5
113.2
102.7
84.2

135.8
135.0
138.1
138.3
139.9
140.9
141.0
144.3

145.1
144.7 
143.5
144.4
144.2
143.8
141.4
141.2

147.0 
147.8 
147.9 
148.1 
148.5
148.3
148.0
148.0

142.8 
142.9 
142.5 
145.3 
147.4 
146.7 
147,6 -iSi.

141.5 
143.8 
143.3 
145.1
145.3 
145-1 
145.1 

J44X

133.9 
132.6 
131.9 
13L8 
131.7 
1323

PERCENTAGE CHANGES

1987-88 
1988-89
1989-90

+5.1 
+9.6 
+3.0

+22.5
■0.5
•5.0 +fo

+8.7 
+2.2
+44

+6^3 
+6.6

Change^fnm previous

+3.3

+3.3 
-18.1 
+18.9

+5.9 
+3.4 
+5.6

♦128 
+11 9 

+4.6

+10.3 
+10.7 
+3.0

+1'4 
+3.0

+8.2 
+4.3 
+3.2

+122 
+2.4 
+0.1

Ctan<e from corrtspondin% month of previous y«xr

/989-90- 
DKember 
January 
Febniary 
March 
N^y

+3.9 
+2.9 
+5.3 
+1.8 
+0.8 
+0.3
• 1.8

3.4 
1.7 
22 
1.4 
l.l 
0.5
1.2

+1.2 
+1.7 
+25 
+1.9 
+1.3 
+0.6 
+0.4

+2.5 
♦3.7 
♦5.2
♦5’8 
+5.3 
♦5.1

♦7.9 
+6.8 
+5.7 
♦5.2 
+7.1 
♦7.5 
+8.6

+5.7 
+6.9 
+7.2 
+6.6
+3> 
+2.3

♦54 
+4.3
+3'4 
+2.6

+45.3 
+32.2 
+31.4 
+21.5

+8.1
•22

-13.6

+8.1 
+8.2 
+7.9

+8.0

+5.6 
+4.3 
+1.2 
+28 
-26 
+0.6 
+0.6

+2.5 
+3.1 
+2.6

+1.8 
+2.4 
+2.3

+3.4 
+3.9 
+5.9 
+2.7 
+2.5 
+2.1 
+1.4

+23 
+3.1 
+2.7 
+1.2 
+20 
+3.0 
+25

-0.6

+10
+1'2
-03

¡990-91 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January p 
February p

1.8 
2.4 
20 
24 
24 
1.4
1.8 
1.7

-6.5
•7.6
•7.2
•7.4
•6.3
•7.5
-7.3
-8.7

+0.4 
-0.4 
Í23 
+2.5

+L8 
+1.3

+1.8 
+0.6 
+2.9 
+3.2 
+3.5 
+3.5 
+1.7

+6.9 
+6.5 
+3.4 
+3.1

+24 
+3.4

+4.6 
+3.3 
+2.6

+4.2 
+4.6 
+4.4

+0.8 
+0.5 
+0.4 
+2.4 
+4.2 
+4.7 
+4.7 
+4.8

Chango from provious month

-11.2 
♦26.0 
+64.2 
+89.8 
+81.3 
+52.8 
+31.7

+5.9

+9.3

+10.1 
+10.9 
+11.0 
+12,0

+9.4 
♦11.4

+0.5 
40.8 
+1.3 
+0.5 
+0.9

♦2.0 
+4.7 
+2.7 
+2.7 
♦3.1 
♦3.1

+13

+0.6 
♦1.1 
• l.O 
♦1.6 
♦3.4 
♦3.5 
+3.8

+22 
+3.8 
+1.2 
+2.8 
+3.3 
+3.7 
+3.2 
♦3.4

-16
-3.3
-3.5
-3.4

-3.4 
+1.0
-a2

19S9-90— 
December 
January 
February 
March 
(.fiy

•0.2 
+0.3 
+2.0 
+0.5 
+0.6

+L1

+0.3 
+0.2 
-0.2 
-0.1 
•2.2

♦0.8 
•0.1 
♦0.2 
♦O.l 
•0.5 
-0.1 

♦0.1

-0.2

+0.8
-0.2
+0.3
-0.5

+0.8 
+1.2 
•1.2

•0.1 

+0>

+0.1 
+0.8 
+0.7 
+0.4

•0.6
-04

-0.2 
+0.2 
+1.2
-0.2 
+0.8 
+0.5 
•0.5

+1.4 
+53 
+1.9
-1.0
-6.7 
-7.8 
-7.7

-0.2 
+2.5 
+0.5 
+0.4 
+0.7

+01

+0.6 
-27 
-0.4 
+2.8
-0.6 
+2.9
-0.6

■0.2

•0.3 
+0.8 
♦0.8 
+0.5
-0.1

•0.5 
+0.3 
+0.4

+03
-0.5

-0.5 
♦OJ 
-0.8 
♦0.8 
+0.4 
*0^9

-0.3 
•26 
+0.7 
♦1.0 
♦0.2 
+05
-1.2

1990-91- 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January p 
February p

-0.1 
-1.7 
-1.2 
-1.4 
•0.1 
♦0.8 
-0.1 
+2.1

-5.0
-1.3 

+0.1
•0.4 

+1.1
-0.2 
+0.2
•1.3

-0.1
-0.6 
+0.4

+0.4
-0.3 

+0.2 
■0,3

+0.8 
+0.1 
•0.2 
-0.1 
+0.5

+0.1
♦0.1

+0.4 
+0.1 
+0.3 
+0.5
-0.1 
+1.2
-0.9 
-0.1

+3.0 
-0.5 
-0.8 
-0.3 
+1.9 
+0.4 
+0.6

-0.3 
-0.3 
-0.8 
♦1.8 
+2.0 
♦0.2 
+0.2 
♦1.3

+0.6 
+41.2 
+28.5 
+19.1

-25 
-14.6

-9.3 
• 180

♦3.3 
•0.6 
♦2.3 
+0.1 
♦1.2 
♦0.7
+2'3

0.4 
•0.3 
-0.8 
+0.6 
-0.1 
-0.3 
+1.7 
-0.1

-0.3 
+0.5 
+0.1

+0.3 
•0.1 
-0.2

+0.1 
+0.1 

0.3 
+2.0

•0.5
♦0.6
♦0.6

+0.1 
+1.6 
-0.3 
+1.3 
+0.1 
-0.1

-0.9 
-1.0 
-0.5 
-0.1
-0.1 
+0.5

06
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- 3
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1987-88 
1988-89 
1989-90

1989-90— 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June

1990-91— 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January p 
February p

1987-88 
1988-89 
1989-90

1989-90— 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June

1990-91— 
July 
August 
September 
Oaober 
November 
December 
January p 
Fcl»Tiary p

1989-90— 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June

1990-91— 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January p 
February p

TABLE S. SELECTED METALLIC MATERIALS USED IN FABRICATED METAL PRODUCTS INDUSTRY 
(ASIC Subdlviirioii 31)

(Base (rf each index ; Year 1984-85 » 100.0) 

Iron and steei
_______(sL

INDEX NUMBERS

Aluminium
_____ isL

Copper and brass
JsL

Zmv
(0)

124.6
135.1
141.0

140.1
142.2
142.3
142.7
143.7
143.9
143.9

143.3
144.3
144.3
145.5
145.5
145.9
145.4
145.9

134.5
157.9
152.8

145.8
165.2
171.8

114.8
160.1
179.6

152.3
152.0
149.7
152.2
152.6
152.6
152.3

153.1
152.4
153.1
153.5
158.2
155.2
152.4
150.4

PERCENTAGE CHANGES

+8.1 
+8.4 
+4.4

Change from previous year 
+ 18.1 
+17.4 

-3.2

Change from corresponding momh of previous year

+4.7 
+6,1 
+5.3 
+4.2 
+3.6 
+3.3 
+3.2

+2.6 
+6.3 
+4.0 
+4.4 
+4.2 
+4.1 
+2.3 
+2.5

-3.0
-2.9
-4.0
-4.2
-3.2
-3.1
-4.3

-2,1
4.6

+0.3 
+4.4 
+1.9 
+0.3
+0.5

Change from previous month

+0.3 
+ 1.5 
+0.1 
+0.3 
+0.7 
+0.1

-0.4
+0.7

•^0.8

+0.3
-0.3

+0.3

+0.5 
-0.2 
-1.5

+1.7 
+0.3

■0.2

+0.5 
-0.5

+0.5 
+0.3 
+3.1
-1.9 
-1.8 
-1.3

163.6
166.0
162.9
172.4
177.5
184.0
180.4

176.9
184.3
185.6
179.1
176.8
173.6
174.2
171.6

>27.4
+13.3

+4.0

-7.8 
-6.5 
-3.0
-4.3

+0.5 
+6.4 
+8.2

+8.5 
+10.2

+4.3 
+2.0 
+3.2 
+6.1 
+4.9 
+5.3

-4.5 
+1.5
-1,9 

+5.8 
+3.0 
+3.7
-2.0

-1.9 
+4.2 
+0.7
-3.5 
-1.3 
-1.8 
+0.3
-1.5

173.1
171.5
157.2
166.1
165.3
185.3
190.7

184.9
182.4
178.4
171.4
160.2
158.7
158.1
149.6

+0.1
•h39.5
•►12.2

+17.0 
+ 10.5

-9.0
-15.6

-9.9 
+3.9 
+0.6

-1.1
-10.6

-8.7
-15.1

-83
-7.8
•4.8

-8.3
-0.9
-8.3

+5.7
-0.5

+12.1
+2.9

-3.0 
■1.4 
-2.2 
■3.9 
■6.5 
■0.9 
-0.4 
-5.4

(.) These mdex nort«. «clsee Kris, peeviouriy publiriied in T.Ne 1 of ihe Prie. of M.iallwMaunal, (MIO.O).
ue ivailable for these sen« beck to July 1968. Zinc index numbers we only availabie back to July 1976. Annual index numbers for ihc penod 1968-69 to 1984-85. on 
reference base : Year 1984-85 • 100.0. am shown in Table A6 in the Appendix to the December 1985 issue of this publication.
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction
This publication contains a set of price indexes relat­

ing to materials used in Australian manufacturing 
industries. Each index is presented on reference base : 
Year 1984-85 = 100.0.

2. Table 1 contains index numbers for materials used in 
the Manufacturing Indusuy as a whole (Division C of the 
Australian Standard Industrial Classification (ASIC)) and 
for Imported materials and Home Produced materials con­
tributing to the Division index.

Table 2 provides an analysis of the contributions 
which selected categories of materials make to the total
3.

Manufacturing Division index (see paragraph 26).

4. Table 3 contains index numbers for selected groups
of commodities used in the Manufacturing Division. 
These include index numbers for Imported materials and 
Home Produced materials and for selected commodity 
groupings within each of these categories.

Table 4 contains index numbers for materials used in5. --------------------------------------------- , . .
14 Manufacturing ‘sectors’. These sectors arc dclincd in 
icnns of ASIC Subdivisions, ASIC Groups or combina-
lions of ASIC Groups.

6. Table 5 conlain.s index numbers for selected com-
modilics used in the Fabricated McUil Products index 
(ASIC Subdivision 31).

7. Some of the index number series in Tables 3 and 4
replace scries that were included in this publication prior 
to the December 1985 issue. The index numbers in Table 
5 replace scries previously published in Table 1 ot Price 
Indexes of Metallic Materials — Australia (6410.0). 
Details of the relationship between new and old senes arc
set out in paragraphs 20 to 25 of and in the Appendix to
the December 1985 issue of this publication.

The Appendix to the December 1985 i.ssuc provide-s 
details of the composition and weighting of each index 
included in this publication. It also advises users about 
linking (new) index number series on the reference base : 
Year 1984-85 = 100.0 and (old) indo.x number series on

8.

the reference base : Year 1968-69 - lOO.O. The Appendix
also contains tables of linked annual index numbers for 
the period from 1968-69 to 1984-85 on reference base :
Year 1984-8? = 100.0.

Scope and composition
9. The composition of each of the indexes in this pub­
lication is based on materials (including fuels) used by 
establishments classified to designated ‘sectors’ of 
Australian manufacturing industry (i.e. ASIC Division C,

9.

Manufacturing). The indexes are on a net ‘sector ba.sis;
that is, each relates only to those materials which are used
in the defined ‘sector’ of Australian manufacturing in-
dusiry and which have been produced by establishments 
outside that ‘sector’. These establishments are either 
Australian manufacturing establishments classified to

other matiufaeluring ‘sectors’ or to other Divisions ofVUlvt iiittnuiavfcu* *41^ -- — - .
Australian industry (e.g. ‘Agriculture, forestry, fishmg and 
hunting’ or ‘Mining’) or ate overseas producers (including 
overseas manufacturing establishments).

10. The Manufacturing Division index measures changes 
in prices of materials (including fuels) used by estab­
lishments classified to ASIC Division C, Manufacturing, 
which have been purchased or u-ansferred in from estab­
lishments outside the Manufacturing Division. It excludes 
semi-processed materials which have been produced by 
establishments within the Manufacturing Division and are 
sold or transferred to other establishments within the 
Manufacturing Division. The index reflects purchases of 
materials al the point of entry to the Manufacturing 
Division.

11. The indcxe.s for ASIC Subdivisions 21, 23, 25, 26, 
28, 29, 31, 32, 33 and 34 and the indexes for ASIC 
Groups’ 244-245, 246,275-276 and 277-278 measure chan­
ges in prices of materials (including fuels) used by 
establishments classified to each defined ASIC manufac­
turing ‘sector’ which have been purchased or transferred 
in from csUblishmcnLs outside that ‘sector’. Each excludes 
semi-processed materials which have been produced by 
establishments within that specific 'sector’ and sold or 
transferred to establishments in lire same ‘sector . The 
pricing and weights for these net 'sector' indexes there­
fore rcficct purchases and transfers in at the point of entry 
to the respective ASIC Subdivision, or ASIC Group or 
Group combination.

Items and weights
12. These indexes arc fixed weight indexes. The items 
included in the indexes were selected on the basis of 
values of materials used in 1977-78. With a few excep­
tions the selected items were allocated weights in 
accordance with the estimated value of manufacturing 
usage in 1977-78.

The exceptions arc;
(a) Fuels (e.g. crude peuolcum, natural gas, electricity) 

which were allocated weights on the basi.s of es­
timated 1982-83 usage.

(b) Cereal grains, which were allocated weights based 
on estimated manufacturing usage in 1977-78 and 
1978-79.

(c) Live animals, which were allocated weights based 
on the average value of slaughterings in 1981-82, 
1982-83 and 1983-84.

Many of the selected items curry not only the weight of 
directly priced materials but also the weight of unpriced 
materials whose prices are considered to move similarly 
to those of directly priced materials.

13. For the Manufacturing Division index, individual 
materials have been grouped into two broad categories : 
Imported materials and Home Produced materials. Within
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each of these categories materials have been grouped on 
the basis of ASIC industry of origin (l e. the industry in 
which, in accordance with the classification rules of 
ASIC, the materials are primarily produced in Australia or 
the industry in which the materials would be classified 
had the materials been produced in Australia). Percentage 
conuibutions in 1984-85, of individual materials to the 
relevant commodity groups and to the Manufacturing 
Division as a whole are set out in Table Al in the Appen­
dix to the December 1985 issue of this publication.

14. Percentage contributions, in 1984-85, for each 
material to each ‘sector’ index arc set out in Table A2 in 
the Appendix to the December 1985 issue of this publica­
tion.

Prices
15. For those materials subject to significant price varia­
tion throughout the month (e.g. agricultural materials, 
metal ores and concentrates and imported materials 
generally) average monthly prices are used in compiling 
these indexes. All other materials are priced al the mid­
point of the month. Prices of home produced materials are 
generally obtained from manufacturers who use the 
material but in some cases prices arc obtained Irom sup­
pliers (producers or wholesalers). Prices of imported 
materials are generally obtained from importers.

16. In concept, pricing for these indexes is at the point 
at which the material physically enters the defined 
manufacturing ‘sector’. Therefore, a.s far as possible, 
prices arc on a delivered into store basis.

Prices of tran^erred goods
17. Transfers which do not take place on the open 
market present problems in the measurement of price 
change. An example is where a vertically integrated 
enterprise extracts a mineral (mining activity) and also 
processes it (manufacturing activity). Since the material 
is transferred from one part ot the enterprise to another 
there is usually no transaction price. In such instances 
various methods of imputing changes in market prices 
have been adopted. Depending on circumstances and the 
availability of data, these methods include using changes 
in opportunity cost (based, lor example, on the price of 
the material in an established market) or changes in cost 
(based on expenses actually incurred in obtaining the 
material). Imputations of this kind enter partly into price 
scries for materials such a-s nickel concentrates, silver-lead 
concentrates and zinc conccnuatcs.

Seasonal materials
18. In the case of some seasonal materials such as fruit 
and vegetables, where deliveries do not occur over the 
whole year, the previous season’s prices are repeated for 
the months outside the selling season until the subsequent 
season’s prices become operative.

Estimated prices
19. For items such as sugar cane, where prices are only 
determined annually, the final prices arc sometimes not 
known until during or after the relevant season or contract 

period, and sometimes not for many months after the 
close of the season or contract period. Estimates of the 
current season or contract period price are used in index 
calculations until the final price becomes available. Incor­
poration of such final prices may involve lengthy 
revisions to index numbers.

''■'it

Electricity
20. The index numbers for electricity published in Table 
3 are based on prices paid for electricity used by a repre­
sentative sample of manufacturing establishments. Bodi 
‘tariff prices and special contract prices are included in 
the calculations.

Index numbers
21. Index numbers for financial years are simple 
averages of the monthly index numbers.

22. Index numbers for the latest month and the previous 
month are preliminary and subject to revision. Index num­
bers which include estimated prices for materials (e.g. 
sugar cane) are also preliminary until actual prices are ob­
tained at the end of the season or contract period (see 
paragraph 19 above). Revisions might also occur to index 
numbers for any earlier period if the ABS discovers that 
any prices previously reported by respondents are incor­
rect and corrected prices are obtained.

Anaivsi.s of index changes
23. Care should be exercised when interpreting month- 
to-month movements in the indexes as short-term 
movements do not necessarily indicate changes in trend.

24. Movements in indexes from one period to atiother 
can be expressed cither as changes in ‘index points or a.s 
percentage changes. The tollowing example illustrates the 
method of calculating index points changes and percent­
age changes between any two periods;

Manufacturing Division index numbers—

December 1990 
less November 1990 
Change in index points

128.8 (see Table 1)
133.7 (sec Table 1)
-4.9

-4.9
—X 100= -3.7%
133.7Percentage change =

25. In this publication percentage changes are shown in 
respect of movements between:

• consecutive financial years

• corresponding months of consecutive years

• consecutive months.

26. Table 2 provides an analysis of the contribution 
which selected categories of materials make I? the total 
Manufacturing Division index. For example, imported 
crude petroleum and condensates contributed 4.42 index 
points to the total Manufacturing Division index number 
of 121.5 for February 1991 and -0.95 index points to the
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net change in that month (which on this occasion was 
-4.1 index points). A further explanation is provided in the 
Appendix to the February 1988 issue of Catalogue No. 
6411.0.

Related publications
27. Users may also wish to refer to the following price 
index publications which are available on request:

Price Indexes of .Materials Used in Coal Mining, 
Australia (6415.0)—issued monthly

Price Indexes of Copper Materials, Australia (6410.0)— 
issued monthly

Price Indexes of Articles Produced by Manufacturing In­
dustry, Australia (6412.0)—issued monthly

Price Index of Materials Used in Building Other I han 
House Building, Eight Capital Cities (6407.0)—issued 
monthly

Price Index of Materials Used in House Building, Six 
Stale Capital Cities and Canberra (6408.0)—issued 
monthly

Import Price Index, Australia (6114.0)—issued quarterly

Export Price index, Australia (6405.0)—issued monthly.

28. Current publications produced by the ABS are listed 
in the Catalogue of Publications and Products, Australia 
(1101.0). The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, 
a Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to 
be released in the next few days. The Catalogue and Pub­
lications Advice are available from any ABS office.

Unpublished statistics
29. As well as the statistics included in this and related 
publications, the ABS has a large range of other relevant 
unpublished data available. Inquiries should be directed to 
the contact in the phone Inquiries box al the front of this 
publication.

Symbols and other usages
p preliminary — scries subject to revision 

— nil or rounded to zero
r figure revised since previous issue

IAN CASTLES 
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For more information ...
The ABS publishes a wide range of information on Australia's economic and social 
conditions. A catalogue of publications and products is available from any of our 
Offices (see below for contact details).

Information Consultancy Service
Special tables or in-depth data investigations are provided by the ABS Information 
Consultancy Service in each of our Offices (see below for contact details).

«a
Electronic Data Services

A growing range of our data are available on electronic media. Selections of the most 
frequently requested data are available, updated daily, on Discovery (Key *656#). 
Our Telestats service delivers major economic indicator publications ready to 
download into your computer on the day of release. Our Ausstats service enables 
on-line access to a data base of thousands of up-to-date lime series. Selected 
datasets are also available on diskette or Cd-Rom. For more details on our electronic 
data services, contact Information Services in any of our Offices on the numbers 
below.

Bookshops and Subscriptions
There are over 500 titles available from the ABS Bookshops in each of our Offices. 
You can also receive any of our publications on a regular basis. Join our subscription 
mailing service and have your publications mailed to you in Australia at no additional 
cost. Telephone our Publications Subscription Service toll free on 008 02 06 08 
Australia wide.

Sales and Inquiries

SYDNEY (02) 268 4611
MELBOURNE (03) 615 7000
BRISBANE (07) 222 6351
PERTH (09) 323 5140

ADELAIDE (08) 237 7100
HOBART (002) 20 5800
DARWIN (089) 81 3456
CANBERRA (06) 252 6627

Information Services, ABS, PO Box 10, Belconnen ACT 2616 
or any ABS State office.


