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introd uctioii

This bulletin contains index numbers of the 
/rice Index of Electrical InstaUafion Materials The 

index provides comparisons of the overall price changes 

occurring for a combination of materials, fixed as to 

quantity and quality. Inforrrution on the construction 
of die index is contained in Labour Report No. 56. 
1971.

Base period and method of catcubtion
2. This index is compiled on the reference base ;

year 1959-60 ■ 100.0 using (he method known as the 

lighted arithmetic mean of price relatives. The annual 
mdex numbers for the yean 1959-60 to 196M-60 arc 

simple averages of index numbers for the months of 
August, November. February and May in each year while 

Ihme for following years are umple averages of the 

twelve monthly index numbers for each year

derived from inforrrution relating to the values of 

materials used in selected representative projects in 

Sydney and Melbourne dunng the three years 1960-61 

to 1962-63 The projects selected for this purpose had a 

minimum electrical materials and labour content of 
SIO.OOO.

Composition
-

The Items in this index have been selected as

representative of materials used in electrical installation 

in structures such as hospitals, schools, factories and 

multi-storeyed commercial buildings and flats.

Prices
5 The Items are priced as at Ihe middle of the
month for which index numbers are published The basis 

of pricing IS the price to electrical contractors, delivered 

on site or into store, Sydney and Melbourne. The price 

series used relate to specific standards for each item and 

in some cases are combinations of prices for different 
makes, types, etc

Interpretation of the index

6 In interpretuig movements in the index,
particularly (hose from month to month, it should be 

noted that changes frequently occur in an uneven 

fadlion over tiHW- Changes in index numbers for 

individual months should not be interpreted in isolation 

and without reference to changes over longer periods.

Index Numbers
7 Index numbers for three groupings of items and

for the All Groups combination are given in Table I.
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