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MAIN FEATURES

. The preliminary estimate of the value of retail sales 
(excl. Motor vehicles, parts, petrol, etc.) for June 
quarter 1978 is SS,969.4m.

. Seasonally adjusted the June quarter preliminary 
estimate is 2.3 per cent greater than March quarter 
1978 and 10.6 per cent greater than June quarter 
1977.

. At constant (average 1974-75) prices the seasonally 
adjusted June quarter preliminary estimate is 0.3 
per cent greater than March quarter 1978 and 3.2 
per cent greater than June quarter 1977.

EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction
The tables in this bulletin contain preliminary 

estimates of the value of retail sales for the June quarter 
1978. Figures for some earlier quarters are also shown 
for purposes of comparison.

2. Quarterly estimates are compiled on the basis of
returns received from a sample of retail establishments. 
However, to allow prompt publication, the preliminary 
estimates for the June quarter are based on returns 
received from approximately 80 per cent of sample 
establishments. Detailed estimates based on a more 
complete response will be published in the bulletin 
Retail Sales of Goods (8503.0.) June quarter 1978. 
Estimates in this bulletin are subject to revision at a later 
stage when more precise information is available relating 
to trading by new businesses.

Scope and coverage of the statistics

3. All figures in this bulletin are on a basis
comparable with the 1973-74 Retail Census. Further 
information relating to the basis on wliich the statistics 
of retail sales of goods are compiled is contained in the 
March quarter 1978 bulletin (8503.0).

Reliability of estimates
4. As tlie preliminary estimates are based on
returns received from a sample of retail establishments 
they may differ from the results which would be 
obtained by a comparable complete collection. A 
measure of the likely difference is given by the standard 
error of the estimates. There are about 2 chances in 3 
that the difference would be less than I standard error 
and 19 chances in 20 that tlie difference would be less 
than 2 standard errors. If, for example, a sample gives an 
estimate of $1,000 million and the standard enor of this 
estimate is 1 per cent, i.e. $10 million, then there would 
be 2 chances in 3 that a comparable complete collection 
would give a figure within the range $990 million to 
$1,010 million and 19 chances in 20 that the figure 
would be within the range $980 million to $1,020 
million.

5. The standard error of the preliminary estimate
of the total value of retail sales (excluding motor 
vehicles, parts, petrol, etc.) for Australia is about 0.4 per 
cent and for the conesponding estimates for individual 
states are about 0.6 per cent for N.S.W., 0.7 per cent for 
South Australia, 0.8 per cent for Victoria and Western 
Australia, 0.9 per cent for Tasmania and 1.1 per cent for 
Queensland. The standard error of the preliminary 
estimate of the value of retail sales of commodity groups 
is about 0.5 per cent for “food and drink” and 
“clothing, hardware, electrical and furniture” and about 
0.9 per cent for “other”.

6. The preliminary estimates may also differ from
the final quarterly estimates which are based on returns 
received from the full sample. The standard erroi of the 
difference between the preliminary estimates and the 
corresponding final estimates of the total value of retail 
sales (excluding motor vehicles, parts, petrol, etc.) for 
Australia is about 0.4 per cent of the final estimate and 
the standard error of the difference between the 
corresponding preliminary and final estimates for 
individual States is about 0.8 per cent. The standard 
error of the difference between preliminary and final 
estimates of commodity groups for Australia varies 
between 0.3 and 1.3 per cent of the fir. ’ estimate.
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7. Estimates of retail sales are also subject to
non-sampling errors. The major source of such possible 
error is the necessity to make forward estimates for 
every period to take account of the probable 
commencement of new retail businesses. These estimates 
can only be projected forward on the basis of past 
information obtained at regular annual intervals by new 
business censuses. However this information is of 
necessity approximately IW to 2 years out of date 
before the total estimates of retail sales can Anally be 
adjusted and the adequacy of new business provisions 
assessed. The difflculty of making proper allowance for 
the value of retail sales of new businesses is increased in 
a period of substantial price increases.

adjusting these and other series are given in Seasonally 
Adjusted Indicators (1308.0).

Estiinates at constant prices
9. This bulletin includes estimates of the value of
retail sales of goods at constant (average 1974-75) prices. 
Quarterly figures for Australia are presented, in both 
original and seasonally adjusted form. The scope of the 
series at constant prices is identical to that of the series 
at cunent prices.

10. The series are measures of the value of retail

Quarter

1976-77- 
Maich 
June

Seasonally adjusted statistics
8. Seasonally adjusted statistics are also shown in
the tables in this bulletin. In addition to being adjusted 
for normal seasonal factors, all series have been adjusted 
for “trading-day” effects arising from the varying 
numbers of Sundays, Mondays, Tuesdays, etc. in each 
quarter. While the normal seasonal factors should change 
only gradually from year to year, the trading-day 
adjustment for any quarter will vary from year to year in 
accordance with the combination of days which occur in 
the quarter. Adjustment has also been made for the 
effects of movement in the date of Easter. Each of the 
component series shown in Table 2 has been seasonally 
adjusted independently. As a consequence, while the 
unadjusted components in the original series shown in 
Table 2 add to the totals, the adjusted components may 
not add to the adjusted totals. It should be noted that 
the seasonally adjusted figures reflect the sampling errors 
to which the original figures are subject and do not 
remove random influences (e.g. abnormal weather, 
strikes). Details of the methods used in seasonally

sales after the direct effects of price changes since the 
base year (1974-75) have been eliminated. Measures ot 
this type are subject to approximations and assumptions 
and should not be interpreted in any precise quantitative 
sense.
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11. Further details of the nature and concepts of
these measures are given in pages 4—6 of the 
Explanatory Notes of the March quarter 1978 bulletin 
(8503.0).

Further information
12. Monthly details of retail sales are shown in
Retail Sales of Goods, Australia (8501.0).

All publications produced by the ABS are 
listed in Qttalogue of Publications (1101.0) which is 
available free of charge from any ABS office.

Symbols and other usages

P preliminary - figure or series subject to revision, 
figure or series revised since previous issue.

R. J. CAMERON 
Australian Statistician

TABLE 1. TOTAL VALUE OF RETAIL SALES OF GOODS 
(EXCLUDING MOTOR VEHICLES, PARTS, PETROL, ETC) AT CURRENT PRICES 

($ mSlion)

Original
Seasonally 
adjusted

N.S.W.

1,838.3
2,012.8

2,006.3
2,463.2
2,007.7
2,212.6

Vic. Qld S.A. W.A. Tas. Aust, (a/ Aust, fa)

1,349.9
1,448.7

1,477.1
1,768.6
1,494.6
1398.0

724.7
791.5

834.8
963.0
824.9
898.2

(a) Excludes Northern Territory and Australian Capital Territory.

471.8
508.6

510.0
592.5
505.5
541.8

444.8
484.7

498.2
595.7
505.8
550.1

144.9
156.0

159.7
187.8
161.7
168.7

4374.4
5302.3

5,394.8
5313.8

1976-77 - 
March 
June

1977-78 - 
September 
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March 
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TABLE X VALUE OF RETAIL SALES OF GOODS BY BROAD COMMODITY 
GROUPS AT CURRENT AND CONSTANT (AVERAGE 1974-75) PRICES : AUSTRALIA (a) 

($ mlUon)

Food and drink (b)

Clothing, hardware, 
electrical and 
furniture fc)

ORIGINAL

Cunent Price«

Other (d)

Total (excluding 
motor vehicles, 

parts, petrol, etc.)

2,431.2
2,534.7

2,602.0
2,958.8
2,759.3
2,813.0

1,926.7
1,959.5

rl,960.6 
r2.183.8 
2,014.1 
2,016.3

2,495.2
2,601.9

2,655.6
2,761.2
2,818.1
2,9013

1,972.6
2,006.4

rl.998.3 
r2,050.3 
2.052.0 
2,074.1

1,662.7
1,966.2

1,9323
2,403.6
1,774.0
2,162.6

Conitant (Average 1974-75) Prices

1,318.6
1,503.2

1.465.3
1,781.7
1,3003
1.545.1

SEASONALLY ADJUSTED

Cunent prices

1.944.2
1,950.0

1389.9
2,0613
2,081.0
2,140.4

Conitant (Average 1974-75) Price«

1329.8
1.494.5

1,502.1
1339.5
1,513.8
1333.1

880.5
901.4

951.6
1,208.4

966.9
993.8

686.8
687.3

717.6
897.1
705.8
720.7

942.5
965.3

992.1
1,028.0
1,040.3
1,059.6

737.7
728.7

750.3
765.4
762.1
760.7

4,974.4
5.402.3

5,486.1
6370.8
5 300.2
5,969.4

3,932.1
4,150.0

r4,1433 
r4362.6
4,020.4 
4382.1

5,394.8
5313.8

5.642.8
5332.9
5359.4
6.096.1

4,257.0
4,222.8

H346.2
r4.348.4
4,348.5
4,359.6

(a) Exclude« Northern Territory and Auitralian Capital Territory, (b) Include« Groceriee: Meat; Other food; and Beer, wine and «pirit«. (c) 
Include* dothini and drapery; Footwear; Hardware, china and ^aatware; Electrical good«; and Furniture and floor covering*, (d) Include« 
Chemiata* gooda; Newspaper«, book« and atatlonery; and Other good«.

5,486.1
6370.8
5300.2
5,969.4

5,642.8
5332.9
5359.4
6,096.1
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11. Further details of the nature and concepts of
these measures are given in pages 4—6 of the 
Explanatory Notes of the March quarter 1978 bulletin 
(8503.0).

Further information
12. Monthly details of retail sales are shown in
Retail Sales of Goods, Australia (8501.0).
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