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AUSTRAL I AM BUREAU OE STATISTICS 

CANBERRA

ReJennceNo. 9.11

EMBARGO : NOON 21 AIMS 1974

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX
MONTHLY FOOD GROUP INDEX NUMBERS, MAY 1974

This bulletin contains monthly Consumer Price Index number* for the Food Group and its component 
sub-groups. The Food Group is the only group of the index for which prices are collected monthly. Quarterly index numbers 
for the All Groups Consumer Price index and its groups and sub-groups (including the Food Group) are contained in the 
quarterly bulletin Conmmer Price Index (Reference No. 9.1). Detailed information about the Consumer Price Index can be 
found in that bulletin and in Labour Report No. 5 7, 7 972 (Reference No. 6.7).

2. In accordance with established practice the sixth link in the Consumer Price Index scries was effected as at
December quarter 1973. A description of this link was contained in the appendix to the bulletin (Reference No. 9.1) for 
March quarter 1974. Because links are effected as at the whole of a quarterly period, there will be some distortion in 
comparisons of the food group and sub-group index numbers for October, November and December 1973 with those for 
subsequent months. Such distortions do not however apply in comparisons of December quarter 1973 index numbers with 
those for subsequent months.

3' Compared with the previous month, the Food Group index increased by 1.9% for the weighted average of
the six State capital cities. Changes in individual cities were : Sydney +1.7%, Melbourne +1.9%, Brisbane +1.9%, Adelaide 
+3.1%, Perth +1.3%, Hobart +1.5%, Canberra +1.9%.

4. Recent monthly changes in the Food Group index have been as follows:

Percentage Change from Preceding Month

Month
Six 

Capitals (a) Sydney Melbourne Brisbane Adelaide Perth Hobart Canberra

Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent

1972’73 « 
.May 
June 

1973-74 -
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May

♦0.8 +0.8
+0.7

♦0.2 
♦ 1.2

+1.0 
+0.7

+2.3 +0.2 
+0.8

♦2.8 
♦2.5
♦0.6 
+0.8 
+0.5

+2.8
♦3.0

♦ 1.0
♦ 1.1
+ 1.9

+1.2 
+0.9 
+0.7 
+1.6 
+0.5 
+0.8 
+0.8 
+1.7

+0.8
+2.8
+2.1
+0.2

+0.3 
+ 1.6
+ 1.2

+2.3 
+3.6 
+2.0 
+0.7 
+0.3 
+0.7 
+2.1 
+0.6

+ 1.6 +0.1 
+1.9

+1.6 
♦2.9 
♦3.2 
-0.1
♦0.1 
+0.3 
+1.2 
+2.2 
+0.7 
+2.0 
+3.1

+0.2 
+0.3 
+1.0 
+0.7 
-0.6 
+1.0 
+3.0 
+2.3

+0^4

+3.1 
+2.9 
+0.4
♦3.9 
-0.3 
+1.3 
+ 1.2 
+0.2

+3.0 
♦2.5
♦2.9 
+0.3

+1.5

♦ 1.2 
+ 1.6 
+1.3 
+0.4 
+ 1.0 
*1.9

V“ 
.i

(a) Weighted average of six State capital cities.

5' Increases in the prices of potatoes and onions in ail cities contributed approximately one half to the total
increase in this month’s food group index for the weighted average of the six State capital cities. There were also increases in 
the prices of soft drinks, ice cream and confectionery in all cities and in the price of bread in Sydney and milk in Adelaide.

, Between May 1973 and May 1974 the Food Group index for the weighted average of the six State capital
cities increased by 18.2%. Changes in individual cities during this twelve month period were : Sydney +19 2% Melbourne 
+17.0%. Brisbane +17.7%. Adelaide +20.5%, Perth +13.7%, Hobart +20.1%. Canberra +18.9%.

y As at December quarter 1973 the Food Group contributed 28.326 per cent to the total Consumer Price
Index aggregate for the weighted average of the six State capital cities. This is the only group for which prices are collected 
each month, the complete All Groups price index being prepared quarterly. For potatoes and onions, weekly prices are 
collected and averaged to arrive at monthly prices. Prices for other food items are collected as at the middle of each month.
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8- Srialysing trends in food prices it should be remembered that some food prices are subject to significant
Irregular fluctuationa u a result of seasonality of supply and demand and other factors. These fluctuations frequently cause 
disparate movemenu in the index numbers for the various cities. Also, if these fluctuations occur in combination with 
Bignificani changes In quantlliei consumed, index numbers at aggregative levels, which are calculated with relative weighu 
reflecting a normal pattern of cosiaunption, are likely to be leas reliable as general Indicators of month-to-month movemenu 
during the relevant period.

’■ 'n* indexes meaaire price movemenu in each city Individually. They do not provide a comparison of the
retail price level in any dty with the retail price level of any other city.

* Users of figures in Table I should beat in mind that the Consumer Price Index is designed to measure the
proportionate change in retail prices as combined in the five major groups and more particularly the total of the groups. For 
sub-groups or particular itemsi the index does not necessarily provide comprehensive and valid measures of price changes in 
thsvus s^arti/'islar (UMs XIm ------------- 1«-- _ _____ ______ . a ... .. ~. • . ■ ------------’ '''-•••t'’'“**““’'' •••'• »«i*M iiKwuio wt piivc uiaii|$eB in
those puticulir flelds. Nor does it necessarily measure the relative inOuences of those classes of items in agareaate variations•m. /-«»*_ ----------------- -.W-»- V «saw«* waMvw« va i**.aisa lu TBuauuni
in prices. The Consumer Price Index is essentially a combination of selected items under various headings and not a dissection 
of total household expenditure into iu crmponent parts.

(
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- CONSUMER ptiCE INDEX 

PAETICULAU nw POOD CROC* AND ITl aU»<%O(Jn 
AWUL 1074 and MAY l>74

ATbrnWr* 
(»tatoftteltinatx :

1974
Mtr 
1974

ftt«>Oroai^ etc. to Total (bi ^r-rnii 
aiAOORN^AaOax (^uartarly baait/ fe)

1974

Cereal products 
Dairy produce 
Preanvad fruit and vafataUaa 
Potatoes and osUons 
Soft drinks, ice cream and 

confectionery
Hast

Beef
.Mutton
Lamb
Pork
Procaaaad meat (d)

Snacks, take sway food (a) 
Other food
Pood Group

WEIGHTED AVBKAGB OF SIX STATB CAflTAL CmB«"
15X6
13X5
345^3

150.3 
13X3 
13X1 
39X3

♦ a7 
♦31.6

4.53
6.90
1,77

Mty 
1974

Chanfrtextf 

tiitetAfirtl

199.3

17X5 
30X7 
194.6 
10X9 
14X7

(10X4) 
13X4 
/3X3

A97 
1.79 
3.39

101.5 
17X7 
109.6 
207.1 
190.1 
10X6 
15X0 

(109.0)
134.3 
133.1

* X9 
- as 
♦ 1.2

♦ 0.«
♦ 1,4

«■«? 
O.?4

1.37
4. «4

5.90
17.00

6.53 
a?« 
3.93 
1.40

6.04
17.06

*0.0»
♦0.07 
+0.03 
+0.43

Cereal prodhicts
Dairy iModoce
Preserved fruit aad vefataWas
Potatoes and onioru
Soft drinks, ice cream and 

confretionery
Meat

Beef
Mutton
Lamb
Pork
FToceased meat (d)

Snacks, take away food (e) 
Other food
Pood Group

194.1 
13X7 
114.6 
393.4

IM.?

17X4 
330.5 
301.4 
194.3 
14X5

(104.8) 
131.« 
130.7

16X0 
131.3 
IIXS 
30X0

SYDNEY
♦ 3.« 
♦ 04

♦31.«

1.40
3.73 

4J. 23
3.77

44.06

4.71
7.31
1.69
1.99

4.88 
7.33 
1,73
2.42

-ao4 
+0.01 
♦0.03 
♦ao3 
♦0.03

*0.0»
♦0.06

+0.04
♦0.05

16X8 
18X3 
177.2 
319.5 
302.5 
150.1 
140.7 

(106.6)
123.3 
139.3

♦ 1.3 
-> 0.4 
~ 1.3

.♦ 0,5 
♦ 1.3
♦ ai

6.7« 
0.79

1.34
4.70

6.00
17.06

+0.17 
+0.03 
+0.03
+0.43

Cataal products 
Dairy produce 
Preaervad fruit and vefataMaa 
Potatoes and onioQs 
Soft drinks, lea ctean and 

cmiflactiooary
Meat

Beef
Hutton
Lamb
Pork
Procaned meat(d)

Snacks, lake away food (a) 
Other food
Pood Group

19X7 
13X3 
137.1 
30X0

153.4
131.7
135.6
315.0

MELBOURNE 

♦ 0.5

♦31.3

1.38
3.07

43.70

X70 
0.77 
3.4« 
1.39 
4.70

6.07
16.99

1.40
3.71

44.43

4.57

L79 
2.09

-0.0« 
-0.03 
♦0.03
♦0.01

*0.07 
-ao7

♦0.02 
+0,04 
*0.73

159.9 
17X3 
103.3 
199.« 
19X3 
104.1 
194.3

(109.4) 
131.« 
134.9

161.7 
173.3 
16X9 
30X7 
197.7 
166.0 
156.7

(10X5) 
134.3 
137.3

♦ ao 
- a3 
♦ 4.0 
- 0.3 
♦ 1.3

6.36 
a64
3.26
1.34 
5.03

t.9t
I6.S3

4.59 
XS« 
1.73 
X49

+0.03 
+0.07 
-0.02 
+0.44

pro^cti "
Dairy produce
PreMrved fruit and vafitaWae
Potaloae end onions
Sofi drinks, ica craam and 
confactionary

Moat
Baaf
Hutton
Lamb
Pork
Procaaaad meat (d)

Snacka, take away food (a) 
Other food
Pood Group

193.« 
13«.] 
133.1 
37A9

154.5 
13«.« 
134.7 
33a 1

+ 2.0

BRISBANE
♦ X« 
♦ 05
♦ 1.3

1.35
3.60

4X76

6.34 
0.66 
X2S 
1.3« 
5.1]

S.I9 
1«.63

1,39
3.67 

4X9J

-0.03 
+ao2 
-XOl 
+0.03 
*0.08

*9.07
♦0.10

♦0.04 
+0.07 
+0179

4.19
7.3«
1.91
3.39

191,1 
17X0
177.7 
17X1 
107.« 
107.1
140.2 

(100.8)
134.« 
137.3

ISXS 
17X0 
177.0 
1«7.6 
195.5

♦ ti.9

- 0.4 
♦ 5.3

4.21
7.32
1.94
3.72

+0.03 
+0.04 
+0.03 
+0.43

I4S.0 
(110.8)

135.9 
760.3

♦ 4.6
- 0.8
♦ 3.7
♦ 1.0 
♦ 1.9

6.5« 
a«3 
4.00

S.S9 
17.9«

4.03
43.03

6.5« 
a«« 
4.1« 
1.51 
5.10

5.95 
1X18

For footnoiot «•« s.

1.53
4.07

43.9C

-0.03 
+0.04 
+0.16 
+0,07 
-0.04

♦0.06 
+0.30

*0.0S 
+0,04 
*0.85



Croup tita at^Group

CttoB products
Dairy produce 
Preserved fruit and vegetabtee 
Potatoes and onions
Sofi drinks, ka cream and 
confectionery

Meat
•W
Mutton
Lamb 
Pork 
Processed meat (d) 

Snacks, talM away food (e) 
Other food
Food Group

Cereal products 
Dairy produce 
ITaesfved fruit and vegetaMee 
Potatoes end onions 
Soft drinks, ke cream Mid. 
confectionery

Meal
Beef
Mutton
Lamb 
Pork 
Proceseed meat (d)

Snacks, take away food (a) 
Other food
Food Group

Conti products 
Dairy produce 
Preeeived fruit and vegetabls 
Potatoes and onions 
Soft drinks, ke cream and 
confectionery

Meat
Beef
Mutton
Lamb 
Pork 
Processed meat (d)

Snacks, take away food (a) 
Other food
Food Group

Certal producti 
Dairy produce 
Pmenred fruit and vegvtabiee 
Potatoes and onions 
Soft drinks, ice cream and 
confectionery

Meat
Beef
Lamb 
Pork 
Proceased meat (d) 

Snacks, take away food (e) 
Other food 
Pood Group

TABLE 1. - CONSUMER PRICE INDEX >> coutinupd 
FARTKULAU FOK POOD GROUT AND m SUBCROUPg 

ATUL 1974 AND MAY 1974

In49x
(Bpm afp-tch In41px : 

XMir /966>67» ¡00.0i M

1974
May 
¡974

MetAprti

Co^.tributtou of Sttlr<irotipt, tte. to Jlotpl f91 rtrr\fttpa 
Pt All Groupt BiBpx ftedtfr f^upnpny bttltl (ti

iS4.7 
126.5 
121.2 
224.7

155.4
132.1
122.6
306.7

ADELAIDE 
+ OS

* 1.2 
♦36.5

Aprtt 
¡974 ¡974

Cfraaifc fri AU 
Groupt ludttx Po*ia 

sOtee AptO

4.36
6.64
1.86
1.79

4.38
6.93 
1.88
X45

+002 
♦0.29 
+002 
+0.66

1605 
174.1 
164.2 
199.5
185.5 
175.7 
157.3

(113.6) 
121.9 
/54.J

165.5
175.0
162.2 
2101
189.2
177.4
159.1

(116.1)
124.2
139.3

+ as
6.15 

1026

* 5.3
+ 2.0
+ 1.0

+ 12

Oil 
3.78 
1.57 
4.99

1.54
3.76

44.27

7.02 
X86 
3.86 
1.58 
5.05

6.34 
1037

153.1 
1206
127.0 
150.1

153.7 
1301 
1303 
166.4

PERTH 
♦ 04

1.58
3.83

43.66

-0.09 
+005 
+008 
♦0.01 
+0.06

+019 
+0.11

+004 
+0.07 
*¡.39

+ 16 
+ 10.9

4.33
6.90
1.93
1.38

4.35
6.96
1.98
1.53

+0.02 
+008 
+0.05 
+0.15

161.3
162.0
152.5
191.8
1805
155.2
139.7 

(107.0)
125.1
147.9

162.9
163.3
155.5
192.3
187.0
159.7
139.5

(10X4)
126.8
149.8

♦ 1.0 
♦ 08 
♦ 2.0 
♦ 03 
- 08 
+ 2.9 
- OI

9.07 
0.71 
3.60 
1.28 
4.07

6.15
15.73

156.8 
1307
118.0 
1704

157.8
131.4
121.4
181.8

HOBART
+ 06
+ 0.5
+ 2.9
♦ 6.7

1.42
3.84

41.69

6.19 
071 
3.57 
1.32 
4.07

6.21 
15.86

3.89
42.24

+0.12

*9.99 
+0.13

-0.03
♦0.04

+ao3 
+0.08 
+0.33

4.99 
6.99
1.02

4.63
7.00 
1.97
1.57

♦X03 
+0.04 
+0.05 
+0.09

152.1 
1604 
16X4 
162.3 
16X9 
15X4
148.2 

(1102)
12X9 
147.4

156.8 
161.9 
163.9
162.3 
166.5 
157.2
149.4

(113.1) 
124.0 
/4ft 6

♦ 0.9 
♦ 0.3

♦ 2.2

* 08 
♦ 2.6
♦ 0.9

6.49 
0.63 
3.35 
1.38
5.06

5.84
16.88

6.49 
a63

5.10

6.02
17.05

+0.02

+0.18
♦0.17

153.7 
1202
112.2
289.3

154.6 
12X5

3is's

CANBERRA
+ 06 
+ 02

4.06
43.21

1.51
4.10

43.46

*0.07
+0.03
♦0.04

+0.04 
+0.04 
+0.63

+ 9.1

4.53
6.33
1.71
2.29

4.56
6.35
1.74
3.50

*0.03 
+0.02

‘+0.03 
+0.21

157.2
178.0
169.7 
19X6
171.7
146.8 

(106.2)
119.9
134.2

I6a7 
180.6 
171.6 
19X0 
173.6 
14X4 

(109.1)
123.5 
/J7./

+ 2.2
♦ 1.5

7.4S 
3.58 
1.38

5.98
16.83

+ 2.7 
♦ 2.2 
+ 2.9

1.31
3.57

42.36

7.54
3.68
1.39
4.46

17.07

1.35
3.65

43.34

+0.09 
+O10 
+0.01 
+0.05

+0.13 
+0.24

+0 *>4 
+0.08 
*0.78

For footaoUi bm pag» S.
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TABLE X 
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX 

FOOD GROUP INDEXES - SIX STATE CAPITAL CITIES AND CANBERRA 
(Base of index for each city and for sbt stale capital dtbs combined : Year 1966-67 « 100.0) (a)

Period
Six 

Capitali ff) Sydney Melbourne Britbene Adelaide Perth Hobart
1971 -

May 
June
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

1972
January 
Fehuary 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

1973 -
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

1974 —
January 
February 
March 
April 
May

114.7
114.7
114.5
115.8
116.6
116.7
116.5
116.8

117.»
117.6
117.5
117.2
117.5
117.7
118.9
120.2
121.1
121.6
121.7
121.4

122.2
127.9
130.6
132.8
133.8
135.3
137.6
141.5
145.1
145.9
147.1
147.9

150.4
152.0
153.5
155.2
158.1

Canberra

115.3 
115.5 
115.2 
116.7 
117.-’
117.8 
117.5 
117.8

118.2
118.2
117.6
117.1
118.0
117.9
119.5
120.9
122.1
122.8
122.6
122.1

122.6
129.3
130.8
132.6
133.6
134.5
138.3
142.5
146.9
148.7
150.1
151.1

153.4
154.1
155.4
156.7
159.3

114.1
114.1
114.2
115.5
115.9
116.3
116.6
116.7

117.7
117.4
117.6
117.7
117.6
117.8
118.6
120.1
120.7
120.8
121.3
121.2

121.5 
127.8
1315 
134.6 
134.9 
136.5
137.6 
141.4
144.4
144.7 
146.2
146.7

149.0
150.8
152.5
154.9
157.8

117.0
116.9
117.1
117.7 
1194
118.9 
117.6
118.4

119.6 
119.7
119.7 
119.7 
119.7 
119.6
119.8 
120.5 
121.4
122.9 
124.3 
124.1

125.7
130.1
131.7
135.1
136.4
137.3
140.4
145.4
148.3
149.3
149.8
150.9

154.3
155.3
157.4
157.5
160.5

11X3
111.4
111.6
112.9
113.7
113.1
113.3
113.2

113.7
114.7
115.1
114.0
113.8
114.3
116.4
117.3
118.7
119.0
119.0
118.0

119.8 
125.0
126.9 
129.7 
132.2 
134.4 
136.5 
140.5 
145.0
144.8 
145.0
145.5

147.2
150.4
151.4
154.5
159.3

115.2
115.0
114.2
114.7
114.8
115.5
115.1
115.9

116.6
116.9
117.5
117.6
118.3
119.6
120.2
121.8
121.4
121.1
120.3
120.3

122.4
124.6
127.5
128.8
131.7 
134.1
134.4
134.8
136.2
137.1
136.3
137.7

142.0
145.2
147.3
147.9
149.8

110.6 
109.9 
109.8 
111.6 
11X6 
113.3 
113.4 
112.3

113.0 
113.8
113.6
113.4 
114.1
114.4 
115.1
115.9
116.6
117.6
117.9
118.3

118.4 
122.3
123.6 
124.4
124.6
125.6 
128.0 
132.0 
135.8
136.3 
141.6
141.2

143.0
144.7
145.0
147.4
149.6

11*6 
1132 
113 1 
114.7 
115.4 
115.2 
114.S 
114.4

114.5
115.6
114.8
114.3
115.7
115.7
116.2
118.5
119.5
120.0
119.7
119.9

120.5 
127.8
128.7 
131.2 
1311 
1315
136.5 
139.9
144.0 
144.5 
145.9
147.6

150.1
152.1
152.7
154.2
157.1

TABLE 3
POOD GROUP J CONTRIBUTION TO ALL GROUPS INDEX (c) («) 
_____________ (to tawMof AU Groups index Potota)

Period
Six 

Capiteli (f) Sydney Melbourne Britbane Adelaide Perth
January 1974
February 1974
March 1974

March quarter 1974

Hobart Canberra

April 1974 
May 1974

41.92
4136
4179
4136

4179
4197
43.33
43.03

40.55
41.06
41.52

41.05

44.11
44.40
45.01

44.51

4X19
43.12
43.40
42.91

40.02
40.94
41.54

40.83

41.92
4X42
4X50

42.28

41.41 
41.97
4114

41.84
43.25
44.06

43.70
44.43

42.16 
42.95

45.05
45.90

44.27
45.66

41.69
42.24

43.21
43.86

42.56
43.34

(•nwai «tatbtical purpMM. Th«y «re inserted to avoid ths

neceasahiv corresoond exactlv with tho*« -uLn k« *** sub-group or group index numbers do not__  — —' —. ■” MiuMw <«wu(u munuur movemenis >*»own 
narraaanlv correspond exactly with those shown by the relevant index points, (c) These flcures 
are not comoaraUe with Index Mine> enMMtuittAn« /*!;

. sub-group or group index numbers do not 
are on the basis of the current linked series andare not comparable with index points contributiona of the orevioM^KtoLiS current linked series ar.u

¡¡«¡jy wta Pta.« Wk.

3. G. MILLER 
Acting Coramonv/eaith Statistician

AustniUan Bureau of Statbtioi 
Canberra, A.C.T. 2600

note. InyiriM coocemlag the« .utiitK. may bo made in Canbena by telephoning Mr T Traver, 
2054 or, in each State capital, by telephoning the office of the Auitialian Bureau of Statiitic. on 63 9111 extension


