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’LC IT AND UI ’LO'

indication

The latest available statistics, from various sources, which offer suma.he latest avaiiaoxe stai/xsuiuo, a*uu* »«**— , * hav«of the movement of Employment and Unemployment throughout Australia, h

been issued by the Commonwealth
ipxi’yiuaiiu <»**** ------ ----- «
Statistician (Mr. E. T. McPhee).

I. INDEX OF EMPLOYMENT.

In view of the
smallness of the proportion of wage earners covered by the 

- - • ■ whether they were indica-
earners

trade union returns as to unemployment, and of doubts as - , .t the
tive of the degree of unemployment among all wage earners,
Premiers' Conference in June, 1933, that Stats Statisticians should co-operate with

the Commonwealth Statistician in compiling an 
.the Census of 30th June, 1933, as the starting point.

Index of Employment by using data from

The report of the Conference referred to the matter in the following terms «-

"The Commonwealth called attention to the need for a more reliable
The present figuressystem of measuring unemployment in Australia.

returns from trade unions which cover only 20/4 of the total 
The degree of reliance to be placed upon the figures was

> 41»..+ ...«.t.rlv r.ensus of unemnloyment was estimated to

based on 
ployment. 
certain.

were 
em- 
un-

A direct quarterly census of unemployment was 
Failing a good direct measure of unemployment.cost £100,000 per annum.

the best resource was a measure of employment based 
from employers and other sources".

on information obtained

The work of collecting
by tho State Statisticians, and it is possible now to 

«. I . _______________ A oîTiT^I nvniAnd

adequate sample returns of employment was undertaken 
____________.HAeFiiaamake available progress results

for most of the States covering sectionslor mOBI. Ul uno uiouoo —o----------------- , « 1 J
covering all employment in New South Wales and Queensland.

of employment and indexes of employment

of employment forWhile it may not be possible to secure complete indexes .
. ..... 04.-+.» "-’,11 collect representativeall States, it is hoped that ultimately all States 

for all the major fields of employment on i
wi:

a sufficiently uniform basis to
returns lor axj- ‘.**0 luajw* ------- « . ’ 4.
permit of the production of a reliable monthly index of employment.

Indexes of employment in factories 
all States.

and in retail shops are shown below fc.

ANNUAL INDEX OF FACTORY EMPLOYMENT.
Base Year 19 28-29 100.

New South 
Wales

Victoria
Queens-

land
South 

Australla
Western 

Australia
Tasmania TOTAL

Number of employees 
in 1928-29

1925-26
I 19 26-27

19 27-28
1928-29
1929-30
1930-31
19 31-32
1932-33
1933-34
1934-35

180,806

94
99
99

100(a)
90
71
70
77
85

156,568

95 
101(a) 
100 
100

96
80
82
92

100a J iwv.
93(b) j (c) _

45,031

106(a)
98
99

100
95
84
80
83
89

36,807

106 
112(a) 
106
100

87
65
65
72
80

(a) Year of maximum employment.
(b) Preliminary figures subject to revision.
(c) Not available.

1.

20,804

99
93
98 

100(a)
94
70
64
71
78
86(b)

10,466

97 
101 
106(a) 
100 
103
84 ■
86
88
93

(c)

450,482

97 
100(a) 
100
100
93
75
75
82
90

/These



(

These indexes show the course of factory employment in the respective States 
' --- ------- The figures show thefrom 1925-26, though 19 28 - 29 has been taken as the base year.

, e. ------------ - ------------ _ average in each case isprogress of the depression and the subsequent recovery.
.+ ..SÍ1,, or,nrA«nblno- the nre-depression level. Wage earners dependen, on factorysteadily approaching the pre-depression level.now steadily approaching tne pre-aepresaxon xovox. ............

employment represent approximately 20 per cent, of total persons iependen^oh
.. .« mi-_____1-4.4...^ ~AVID oviii +.bA rAtflfl or increas© inment in the Commonwealth.

relation to total employment vary as between States, 
increased on the average by about 5 per cent.

Liua.uaj.jf w« - ------- -- F~ •
The relative proportions and the rates of increase in 

Since 1928-29 population has

I The course of factory employment in each of the four States for which info"*’
- matioh is available is given below, month by month, during the year ended June, 1935»

of factory employment in each of the four States

1934-35,

(Basex Average for Year 1928-29 aa 100).

_ !

f

I

I 
I 
i

I 
i

Month

1934
July

August

September

October

November ..

December ..

1935

January ■.

February i

March

April

May

t

id Tasmania.

June

New South
Wales 

__

Queensland

----------

South 
Australia

_____

Western 
Australia

_____

88

88

88

92

94

96

92

98

100

103

101

98

84

86

86

88

87

89

Ti

80

83

85

84

85

I ! 
i
i

1

91

94

96

96

97

97

87

' 92

97

99

100

100 I

9C

88

92

97

101

102
I

65

88

89

90

90

90

/ Preliminary. Based on sample factories. Subject to 
revision \*en complete returns are available.

Based or. sample factories.

Endeavour is being made to complete corresponding indexes for Victoria 
When these are available, a Commonwealth index of factory smploy-

lent will bo prepared.

/MONTHLY INDEX

2.
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I

Month

July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

1934 
January x < 
February 
March •. 
April ..
May •.
June •. 
July 
August ..
September •• 
October .. 
November .. 
December ..

1935

January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August

MONTHLY INDEX OF BMPLOWIT. IN RETAIL STORES. 
(Base: July, 1933 » lOO).

New South 
Wales

Victoria
Queens­

land
South

Australia
Western 

Australia Tasmania
SIX 

STATES

1

100
97
99
99

102
113

102
104
104
103
105
105
108
105
107
108
110
123

109
112
109
111
112
112
116
113

100
99

101
103
111
121

109
108
109
108
108
109
109
109
110
115/ 
122/ 
131/

117/ 
117/
118/ 

X

100
99
97
97

100
110

100
99

100
100
102
103
104
103
103
104
105
116

106
106
105
105
106

100
102
102

99
100
108

103
102
102
103
105
104
106
102
103
108
107
118

108
107
107
108
109
111

X

/ The relatively high rate of employment in these
the Centenary Celebrations.

a Later figures not available.

100
93
93
93
96

106

108
99
98

100
101
100
104
102
100
104
104
119

109
103
105
103
106
107
111
105

100
101
98

109
108
115

109
105
107
105
105
105
107
105
106
104
107
119

110
108
107
107 
107
106 
«

100
98
99

100
104
114

105
104
104
104
105
106
107
105
107
109
112
124

111
112
111
K

months coincides with

The number of establishments in respect of which returns are 
;h Wales, 533; Victoria, X93; Queensland, 120; .
Australia (not stated);

obtained are -

New South Wales, —, -------
Western Australia (not stated); Tasmania, 14. 
indexes on account of increased population.

Queensland, 120; South Australia, 35;
No adjustment has been made in the

INDEXES OF BMFLOYMENT IN ME\7 SOUTH WALES & QUEENSUND.

o
from compili’-tions

f the results of the Census of 30th June, 1933, and 
■ ■ ■ - - - X _ and returnsV/orking from the basis ..x --------------------- -

made from returns of employers in remitting wages

co.
■om compilP-tions macs trom returns ox ouipxujoio .... . h WhIob.llected from Government Departments, the Government Statistician of New South Wales 

index of employment and unemployment covering all persons dependent 
xnuBA ux omp J .f TyiHii a+. of OUBenfhas prepared an

nn MTinlovment in New Souiih Wales»?i.rhas^ublished for two years past an index of employment and unemployment among 
P - - The data for this index is derived from that relating

The Director of the Bureau of Industry of Queens-
index of employment and unemployment among

J men wage and salary earners.
• - Contributions and other sources.to Unemployment Insurance 

below -

The results are given

I
I

/NEW SOUTH WALES.

3.



NSW SOUTH WALES.

Peiy_entagBS of ...................
(A) In'clud'ing and (B) excluding the

ilovment and Unemployment - All available WBxe.-^^rne^ 
" fUll-time equivalent of men engaged part-

avai.'

Month

Census of 30th 
June, 1933

1934, June

1935, June 
July

I
L___

August

time on relief works.)

Percentage of all who are dependent 

'(Xritaciuding full Tirae’"e"quTvalant 
of part-time relief workers

on and available for employment

TTT Excluding full time equivalent 
of part-time relief vrorkers

Employed

74.4

81.1

86.6
87.2
88.0

Unemployed

25.6

18.9

13.4
12.8
12.0

Employed

73.5

78.0

83.7
84.3
85.1

Unemployed

26.5

22.0

16.3
15.7
14.9

The indexes have been adjusted to allow for an estimated increase of 1.2 per
cent, per annum in the number of persons dependant on employment. A. ■ 
30th June, 1933, 15,142 persons dependent on employment returned themselves

. - ___ J J X -kX.. mm 1JV1 + a 1* 1 T v”> This nUZQDS.

At the Census of
as unem-

ployed by reaeon of illness> accident» etc», or 'voluntarily".II. This number, repres*liXIlooa) ww»» >/ «i j j x» xu
of all persons dependant on employment, is excluded from thsanting 1.8 per cent.

above indexes, which relate to percentages if available wage-earners employed ando:
unemployed.

OUEENSLAND>

Employment and Unemployment emcng Men Wage and Salary Earners, 
ond uttAnrolovffiSnt) •of full-time

J -----
employment and unemployment).

(In terms

Period
Pereentage A'pproximate Number

kvera-ga 1929
II
I»
It
H
11

1930
1931
1932
1933
19 34

July, 1935
3 months ended - 

June, 1934 
December, 1934 
March, 1935 
June, 1935/

Employed

89.9
86.4
77.2
77.8
79.8
84.9
89.1

L 'Jusmployed
+■

10.1
13.6
22.8
22.2
20.2
15.1
10.9

Employed

148,340 
144,630
131,27C
134,130 
139,720 
150,870
160,750

Unemployed

16,660
22,850
38,730
36,320
35,310
26,800
19,680

85.0
89.3
87.2
89.9

15.0
10.7
12.8
10.1

150,910
159,750
156,600
162,040 1

26,640
19,130
22,940
18,170

/ The full-time equivalent of relief work (included as employment) 
was approximately 8,500 men. Without this work the percent- 
age unemployed would have been 14.8.

The percentages and numbers employed and unemployed have been adjusted for 
increase in men dependent on employment, and for seasonal variations in employment.

BUILDING PERMITS.»

A further index of the relative activity in industry is furnished by 
Building Permits issued, and the estimated amount to be spent on the proposed 

buildings and repairs.

4. /The following
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in the

r-
I
I
I

ij

i
I

of the value of Building Permits issuedThe follov/ing tables give details __ ....
Six Capital Cities and Suburbs of the Comraonv/ealth for the periods shown.

Yaar
New

Dwellings
Other Nev/ 
Buildings

Alterations 
and Additions

19 28-29 (a) 
1929-30(a) 
1930-31(a) 
1931-32 
1932-33 
1933-34 
1934-35 

Quarter ending -
September, 1934 
December, 1934 
March, 1935
June, 1935

£
17,455,449
11,057,069
1,989,167
1,529,816
3,184,429
6,105,369
9,606,533

£
4,902,928 
3,098,700 
1,547,005 
1,851,767 
1,505,127
2,194,162 
3,829,676

£
{b)l,932,887 
(b)l,741,291
(b) 799,245 

1,222,645 
2,160,514 
2,884,038 
4,173,041

Total Value
All Building 

Operations
7

24,291,264
15,897,060
4,335,417
4,604,228
6,850,070

11,183,569
17,609,250

2,243,300
2,030,257
2,436,466
2,936,510

629,556
945,822
942,604

1,271,694

990,827
890,870

1,110,558
1,180,786

J-----

3,863,683 
3,866,949
4,489,6 28 
5,388,9 90

(a) Exclusive of City of Sydney; (b) Exclusive of Sydney and Suburbs.

OILDING PERMITS IM CAPITAL CITIES AND SUBURBS..OF 
~ each STATE.

I---------- T

I 
r'
I

Period
I ! .
I Sydney & Melbourne Brisbane

I

1928-29 
1929-30 
1930-31 
1931-32 
1932-33 
1933-34 
1934-35

Suburbs

£1000
{a)9,715
{a)5,810
(a)l,005 

995
2,256 
4,141 
7,630

& Suburbs

£1000
7,661
5,576
1,434
1,858
2,568
4,218
5,604

4 Suburbs 

£1000 
2,440 
1,414 
1,098 

876 
793

1,051 
1,654

■' ' [ ' *r
Adelaide IPerth & '

& Suburbs¡Suburbs

aooo
1,807
1,158

314
217
400
617

1,164

fa 000

2,518
1,833 !f Ö u a

393 I
596
7 32
988

I 1,354

Hobart & 
Suburbs

£1000
150

! 106

i 62
101
169
203

I

TOTAL

£1000
24,291
15,897
4,335
4,604
6,850

11,184
17,609

September Quarter, 
! 1934 
iDeoember Quarter, 
1 1934

1,500 1,473 390

iSJarch Quarter,
1935

¡June Quarter, 
■ 1935

s:

1,671

2,071

2,388

1,004

1,361

1,766

408

335

521

I 
i

I 
i

152 315 34 3,864

373 3 56 55 3,867

333

306

1 346

I337 I

43

71
I

4,489

! 5,389

(a) Exclusive of City of Sydney and value of alterations and additions 
in Sydney and Suburbs.

II. UHEÍ.gLOYLÍEHT, J rd QUARTER.^-lglS.

The figures relating to unilemploynant among members of Trade UnionsJ.IIO VW ---------- U. . J X
dmilar to those published quarterly in the past, and are derived from returns

are

furnished by Trade Unions.

The number of trade unionists represented in the returns, from which the 
.  " Generally,following figures have been derived, is normally about half the total, f-----

it may be said that the returns of unemployment include little information about 
rural employment, so that the percentage results given herein do not vary greatly 
with the season, though the food preserving industries have some effect in this

it may

connection.
in, xnougn ino luuu pmnoivxug ------ --- --------- .
■The total unemployment in the country, however, may be affectea a good

deal by the crop seasons.

The percentages of unemployment among members of reporting Trade Unions 
for each quarter from the 2nd Quarter of 1932, when unemployment was at its maximum.
to the 3rd Quarter of 1935, are as follows:-

5. /1932 -
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1932 - 2nd Quarter
3rd
4th

II
(I

30.0 par cent.
29.6
28.1

II

II tl

1933 - 1st 
2nd 
3rd 
4th

It
It

26.5
25.7
25.1
23.0

II
tl

fl
II
It
II

1934 - 1st 
2nd 
3rd 
4th

It
It
It
It

21.9
20.9
20.4
18.8

It 
tl 
It

It
It
It
It

1935 - let 
2nd 
3rd

It 18.6
17.8
15.9

II
II

I«
tl

refer to the raid-month of each quarter.It should be noted that the figures
•eaBiil the conditions at the middle of that month, 
referred to herein relate to the middle of August, 1935.

and represent the
Consequently, the latest

figures
decline from the peak pointThe oercontaees given above show a continuous -----------

■ • • ’ ' -the 2nd Quarter of 1932, after an almost continuous(30.0^) in unemployment attained inrmenx auxainou m uno nn« h--*
After remaining fairly constant at 28.0 per cent, to 28.3 per cent, 

for three quarters - from August, 1931, to February, 1932 - the maximum point t^s 
reached in^May, 1932, when the proportion of unemployment in the reporting Trade Unions
rise since 1929.

’’.'as 30 per cent, of the membership.

From the apex, the proportion of unemployed decreased by 4 per in
the third quarter of 1932, and in the two quarters following, the improvement was much 
uno uiixit* .. TQ-ao. «nd 16 ner 1.000
more marked, amounting to 15 per
in the first quarter of 1933.

■ 15.9 per cent, for August, 1935.

I uiiO --------------o» * rv/'rt
■ 1,000 in the fourth quarter of 1932, and 16 per 1,000 
The improvement continued until unemployment stood at 

, This is the lowest percentage of unemployment_since
,"93¿,\^eñ it wis 14.6 per cent., and the improvement for the quarter is the 
’ ’ - _ . , < . _ Iinftmnlnvmflirt turned in lyFebruary,------ - ------ --

greatest recorded for any similar period since
Since the maximum point in May, 1932, the rate -- ------

---- - ' from 30.0 in May, 1932, to 15.9 per cent.

the tide of unemployment turned in 1932. 
of unemployment has diminished by 14.1

■ per cent., or 141 per 1,000 members, i.e., 
5 in August, 1935.

This improvement since the 2nd Quarter
the States in the following order (per 1,000 members):- 
Westem Australia, 178; New South Wales, 141; Victoria, 129;

of 1932 has been experienced in all
South Australia, 189j

. 178; New South’Wales, 141; Victoria, 129; Queensland, 114; 
The more recent improvement during the 3rd Quarter, 1935, over theTasmania, 107. The more recent improvement during the Jra quarter, xeou, 

nrevious quarter was shared by five States in the following orders- Improvement 
peri°000 members - New South Wales, 36; South Australia, 26; Western Australia, 
14; Queensland, 3; Victoria, 2; while an increase of 3 per 1,000 was shown

in Tasmania,

The usual tables for Trade Union Unemployment are appended.

and Humber

AUSTRALIA - Number and Membership of Trade Unions Repor.-Ling, 
"a".! Unemployed - _13t_^u^t.ex,J;9^9_^, .3rd , Quart eoj. 1935.

AUSTRALIA
1st 

Quarter
2nd 

Quarter
1929 1932.

2nd 
Quarter 

1933

2pd 
Quarter 

1934

3rd 
Quarter 

1934

” 1st "" 
Quarter 

1935

2nd 
Quarter 

1935

3rd 
Quarter 

1935

Humber of Unions
Membership ..
Unemployed -

Number ..
Percentage ..

375
420,756

396
413,742

394
415,559

394
422,113

394
425,104

396
433,116

397
433,254

397
438,216

39,159
9.3

124,068
30.0

106,652
25.7

88,413
20.9

86,652
20.4

80,548
18,6

77,177
17.8

69,575 
15.9

/Percentage
6.
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STATE

Hew South Wales t. 
Victoria .. .* 
Queensland .. .. 
South Australia .* 
V/estern Australia .. 
Tasmania .. ••

TOTAL ..

Ijt Quarter.

1st 
Quarter 

1929

Unions returned.as Unemployed ijvgach_S¿ate.

1929 to 3rd Quarter, 1935.«.

2nd 
Quarter 

1932

X"

7
2nd 

Quarter 
1933

2nd 
Quarter 

1934

T
3rd 

Quarter 
1934

If 6
Qus .'X er 

1935

2nd 
Quarter 

1935

3rd 
Quarter 

1935

9.7
8.6
7.1

13.2
8.5
8.7

33.2
27.7
19.9
35.2
30.3
27.4

29.6
23.0
15.6
30.0
26.0
19.0

25.0
18.0
12.7
25.4
18.3
17.9

24.5
17.5
11.4
25.4
17.2
18.9

23.6
15.0
9.8

20.7
15.4
16.7

22.7
15.0
8.8

18.9
13.9
16.4

19.1
14.8
8.5

16.3
12.5
16.7

9.3 30.0 25.7 20.9 20.4

+

The above returns are c
that has been adopted in regard to

that ths returns relate to membersnoted, however,

18.6 17.8 15.9

ompiled and published substantially on the basis 
Trade Union returns since 1911. It is to be 

of trade unions embracing only

about 20 per cent, of wage-earners. and that for some

It is to be

States these constitute a more

meXrs of unions making returns who are not, according to the records or knowledge 
of the union Secretary, employed within union callings.of the union

The pafeentages may not 
ment in Australia as a whole, though Census

exactly represent the proportion of total unemploy-

give a picture
recovery

data and other records indicate that they _ 
in Australia, and of the_______ia as a wnoie, inougii uoudud 

cture of the development of the unemployment crisi 
therefrom v/hich is not at present available from any other source.

is

In view of the very definite nature of the information on which the indexes 
of employment and unemployment for New South Wales and those relating to iw for 
Queensland are based, ?hese indexes should be the most accurate available record of 

unemployment in those States«

Printed and Published by E. T. IfcPHEE, Commonwealth Statistician.

CANBERRA, F.C.T. 11th October, 1935.

7.


