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CONSUMER PRICE INDEX 
MONTHLY FOOD GROUP INDEX NUMBERS. FEBRUARY 1976

This bulletin contains monthly Consumer Price Index numbers for the Food Group and its component 
sub-groups. The Food Group is the only group of the index for which prices are collected monthly. Quarterly index numbers 
for the All Groups Consumer Price Index and its groups and sub-groups (including the Food Group) are contained in the 
quarterly bulletin Consumer Price Index (Reference No. 9.1). Detailed information about the Consumer Price Index can be 
found in that bulletin and in Labour Report No. 58,1973 (Reference No. 6.7).

2. Compared with the previous month, the Food Group index increased by 1.6% for the weighted average of 
the six State capital cities. Changes in individual cities were : Sydney +1.7%, Melbourne +1.7%, Brisbane +1.1%, Adelaide 
+1.9%, Perth +1.5%, Hobart +1.6%, Canberra +1.6%.

3. Recent monthly change;, in the Food Group index have been as follows:

Percentage Change from Precedfatg Month

Month
Six 

Capitals fa) Sydney Melbourne Brisbane Adelaide Perth Hobart Canberra

Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent

1974-75 - 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June

1975-76 - 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February

+0.6 
+1.3

+0.7

+0.3 
+0.7

+3.0 
+1.6

+1.5
+0.8
+0.7

+0.6 
+0.5 
+1.2 
+1.9 
+0.3 
+1.1 
+3.0 
+1.7

+0.6 
+0.8 
+2.4 
+0.7 
+1.0

+0.3 
+0.9 
+1.6 
+0.8 
+0.7 
+1.0 
+2.5

+0.6 
+2.0 
+ 1J 
-0.2 
+0.2

+0.5
+0.4 
+0.6

+0.8 
+1.2
+2.4 
+0.5 
+0.5

+1.5
+2.3
+1.4
+0.8
+0.8

+0.1
+0.7
+1.6
+1.2
+0.7

+10 
+2.1 
+2.4 
+0.6 
-0.2

-0.1

+0.6 
+1.0 
+0.9 
+1.2 
+3.1 
+1.9

-1.0 
+0.8 
+0.4
+0.5

+0.7 
+2.4

+0.9 
+2.0 
+0.9

+0.4 
+1.4 
+1.6 
+1.6

+1.0 
+1.1 
+0.8 
+25 
+1.0

+2^6 

+1.6

(a) Weighted average of six State capital cities.

4. The main changes in the index for this month were increases in meat and potato prices in all cities and milk
prices in Perth. There were increases in all other sub-groups of the index.

5. Between February 1975 and February 1976 the Food Group index for the weighted average of the six State
capital cities increased by 14.7%. Increases in individual cities during this twelve month period were : Sydney 14.3%, 
Melbourne 15.4%, Brisbane 15.9%, Adelaide 14.5%, Perth 12.3%, Hobart 15.5%,Canberra 17.8%.

6. As at September quarter 1974 the Food Group contributed 27.930 per cent to the total Consumer Price
Index aggregate for the weighted average of the six State capital cities. This is the only group for which prices are collected 
each month, the complete All Groups price index being prepared quarterly. For potatoes and onions, weekly prices are 
collected and averaged to arriw at monthly prices. Prices for other food items are collected as at the middle of each month.
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In analyung trend, in food price, it thouid be remembered that aome food price, are nbject to dgnifleant 

irregular Huctuations a. a reault of »aunality of aupply and demand and other factora. There fiuctuationi frequently cauw 

“^ate movement, in the index number, for the variou. dtlei. Alao, if theae fluctuatlont occur in combination with 
artillcant change, in quantitiea comumed. index numbera at aggregative leveb, which are calculated with rehtive weight. 
7 - •« ““'y “»I* I»» «««ble aa genera] indicator, of montlHoinonlh movement,
dunng the relevant period.

t
n . . '™"“" ***“ mowmmt. in each dty individually. They do not provide a compariion of the

retail price level in any city with the retail price level of any other dty.

to mnuie the
9 Uaert of fifure. In Table 1 dwuld bear in mind that the Connaner Price Index ia dednad to the
Foportionate dung, in retail pricea at combined hi the five nu^or groupa and more panicuitrly the total of the groupa. For 
tUb^OUDS or oarticuiar item« ttwi {n«t«v el/iM n^t ______ 1___ .. _ . .

- • - - --------------- — ^vwfeawni uMv imuvuaviy UK lolu Ol ine ■rows, rorUlbgroup or pertij^ tems, the index doe. not ocœuxrily provide contpnheniive nd vdid mouure. of price d^. h. 

those Mrticulsr fleldi. Nor rinA* it nA/MMurilv »k* mU».». L.n..>_____ txi____ .1 ...
.. _ ------- -------------- «1..1 w.1.1 n—Mie— eie pnpe »TlOTirff W
hole Pert^lai field. Nor doe. it necewatily mnwre the retative infiuencei of thoee diae. of hem. in .ggreiate vwUtion. 

in pric« The CoMumer Price Index i. enentialiy a combination of wlected item, under virioui headina. and not a dinection 
of total household expenditure into its component parts.
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Growy Md wfc-froty

Cereal products 
Dairy produce 
Preaervad fruit and vegetables 
Potatoes and onions 
Soft chinks, ica cream and 

confectionary
Meat

Beef
Mutton
Lamb 
Pork 
Proceased meat (d) 

Snacks. Ukaawiy food (a) 
Other food 
Food Group

TABLB 1. - (X>NSUMER PRICE INDEX 
farticujuu fob food group and its subgroups 

JANUARY 1976 AND FEBRUARY 1976

Ah9»x ATiunOm 
(Bm» Ofttch Ht^x I 

Ymt ¡96d^67•¡00.0)^)

¡976 ¡976

Bsromaife 

doco Jomtarjf

CtMSirAwffoN of AfhOoMpa, etc. Tottd (8) oxprotttd
ot AB Groiipa ¡odox FoOto (titiorttrtjt 8otl4) fo)

JMMiy 
¡976

WtIQHTED AVERAGE OF SIX STATE CAFITAL OTIBa

FWOnMry 
¡976

CBoxfoIxAtt
Orottpo Ptdox Point» 

ahnooJoniMry

214.6
170.2
162.3
307.6

316.6
171.4
163.7
341.2

+0.9
+0.7
+0.9

+10.9

6.35 
931 
2.38 
247

♦37 
2.40

+036 
+032 
♦037

CarMl poducU 
Dairy product 
Prtaarvod fruit and vesttablw 
Potato«« and oniona 
Soft drinka, ice cream and 
oonfactionery

Meat 
BMf 
Mutton 
Lamb 
Pork 
Proceased meat (d)

Snacka. take away food (a) 
Other food
Fond Group

Cereal products 
Dairy produce 
Preserved fruit and vegetables 
Potatoes and onions 
Soft drinka. ica craam and 
confectionery

Maat
Beef
Mutton

Pork
Processed meat (d)

Snacka, take away food (a) 
Other food
Food Group

Cereal products 
Dairy produce 
Preserved fruit and vegetables 
Potatoes and onions
Soft drinka. ica craam and 
confectionary

Maat
Beef
Mutton
Lamb 
Pork 
Proceaaed neat (d)

Snacks, taka sway food (a) 
Othar food
Food Oroup

219.4 
168.8
142.9
164.4
177.9
200.8
167.3 

(136.5)
195.0 
¡83.9

220.7 
1714

167.4 
183.7 
202.8
169.8 

(138.7) 
157.4 
¡86,9

+0.6 
+14

+3.3 
+ 13

S.SO 
0.59 
3.20 
1.72 
543

B.23
1035

141
4.72

5¡.43
SYDNEY

s.ss

3.31

5.91

9.29
16.73

134
430 

53.37

+038 
+032 
+0.11 
+032 
+038

+039
+038

+033 
+039

215.0
172.6
155.0
314.0

219.0
173.3
157.3
345.3

+0.4 
+ 1.5

+ 10.0

6.59
9.55
2.29

6.69
9.58
2.33
2.72

+03» 
+033 
+034 
+035

216.5
176.2 
154.8
169.3
187.2
192.4
165.2 

(129.8)
153.9 
¡86.0

218.1
179.6
156.7
172.5
192.7
194.8
168.8

(132.1)
156.4 
¡89.3

*0.7

+2.2

5.87 
0.59 
3.21 
1.67 
5.31

9.10
16.66

1.71
4.65

53.05

5.94 
0.61 
3.31 
1.69 
$43

9.16
16.99

1.74
4.73

53.93

+037 
+0.02 
+0.10 
+032 
+0.12

+0X1« 
+032

♦033 
+038 
*0.89

MELBOURNE
21S.6
166.1
169.2
298.4

216.1
166.9
169.6
352.0

+0.3 
+0.5 
+0.2 

+ 18.0

8.31
2.33
2.36

649 
8.35 
2.34 
2.7»

+032 
+034 
+031 
+043

226.7
159.8
128.6
156.2
163.1
201.4
170.5 

(135.2)
ISS.S 
¡$¡.3

228.2
161.9
129.3
159.3
170.2
201.1
171.9 

(138.6)
157.3 
¡84,3

*0.7 
+ 1.3 
+0.5 
+2.0

-0.1 
+0.8

♦ 1.2

4.95 
0.51 
2.69 
1.66
5.58

9.28
15.39

1.74
4.62

49.48

4.97
0.92
2.81
1.69
9.62

833
15.58

1.78
4.67 

S0J3

+032 
+031 
+0.12 
-031 
+034

+005 
+030

+034 
+035 
+0.84

BRISBANE
207.2
177.2
162.7
390.4

209.9
177.»
164.3
394.7

+0.4 
+ 1.0
+3.8

5.66
9.37
2.94

5.73 
941 
2.56 
3.26

+037 
+034 
+032 
+0.12

207.3 
173.7 
158.9
150.1 
182.7 
204.5
156.9

(142.3) 
154.0 
¡86,9

207.6 
176.3
161.2
149.1
187.3
203.9
159.7 

(143.1)
196.8 
¡60.0

+0.1

-0.7 
+2.5

+ 1.8 
+0.6

5.91 
0.69 
3.90 
1.77 
5.53

17.80

1.97
932

53.63

5.99 
0.69 
430 
1.76 
5.63

8.12
1837

1.98 
538

54M

*0X>8

+031 
+037

+0.10 
-031 
+0.10

+031
+036
*030

For footnotoa ttt pap 5.



4

Ow» urf mt fx»»

Careal products 
Dairy produoe 
Ifrsaarued fruh sad va«aiablas 
Potatoea and onions 
Soft drinks, ice cream and 
oonfectioMry

Meat
Beef
Mutton
Lamb 
Pork 
Processed maat (d)

Snacka, take away food (a) 
Othar food
Food Qroup

C^raal products 
Dairy produce 
Ptaaarvad fruit and va«atablas 
Potatoes and onimu 
Soft drinks. Ice cream and 
confectionery

Meat
Beef
Mutton
Lamb 
Pork 
Processed meat (d)

Snacks, taka sway food (a) 
Other food
Foot! Group

Carwl products 
Dairy produce 
Praaarwd fruit and vafctablw 
Potatoac and obImu 
Soft drinks, let crNin and 

confactlooary
Mast

Baaf
Mutton
Lamb 
Pork 
Procaaaad maat (d)

Snacks, taka amy food (a) 
Othar food
Food OlWM

Careal products 
Dairy produce 
^aaarvad fruit and veiatablaa 
Poutoaa and oakms 
Soft (ktaila. ice cream and 

oonfsGttonary
Maat

Baaf
Lamb
Pork
Procaaaad meat (d)

Snaelia, taka away food (a) 
Other food
Poc4 Ofouf

TABU 1. > OOMBUMERPIUCEINDBX - eonrintta 
PAKneVUM FOB POOD GROUP AND ITS BUKAOUPS 

JANUARY 197« AND PBBRUARY197«

JMtx

r«r/9«tf4>«0a0><to>

/■UMry 
J9U /«y«

Aremotia 
akartl*

ConrrOudON of tit. io Toitl f9l t^MMOta
ttA9OroiMtt>*4tx faint» (qyorttriy Mt/ M

3I«4 
1694 
1604 
314.3

310.1
170.7
161.0
334.7

APBtAlDB
+14 
+0.« 
+0.«

JlBNMary 
i«y«

FMriMvy 
¡9U

OrottM iMitx Maas

«.97 
0.91 
347 
3.(3

643 
0.90 
340 
3.60

♦04«
♦047
♦043
♦0.1«

310.1 
1604 
134.7 
17«.O 
17«4 
319.« 
17«4 

(1«34)
1S3.1 
193.4

319.3 
173.«

.137.« 
1314 
1634 
336.« 
1764

(1(3.«) 
1(74 
199.9

*04

+4.0

«4» 
0.73

0.30
17.««

043
10.10

♦0.« 
♦3.«

1.97 
«47

3A1 
9.19 

33.74

3.73 
34« 
«47

♦0.14 
♦043

♦04«
♦04«

34« 
4.3« 

33.

^J69 
♦0.10

♦043 
♦0.13 
♦1.00

317.3 
166.7 
171.«
319.3

3104
171.4
171.7
333.3

PKBTH

+04 341
343

6.19 
«43 
3.63 
3.1«

♦043 
♦048 
♦041 
♦0.13

333.0
161.7 
1374
176.9
190.7
310.0
166.3 

(140.1)
1(9.3
191.1

333.«
160.3
131.3
100.9
300.3
313.«
166.0 

(1*1.7)
163.7 
¡93.9

♦0.3 
♦ 14

+04

tJ91 
9.99 
341 
1.74 
447

6.S3
14.14

«44 
9.91

04« 
1040

317.4 
160.« 
161.6 
34«.«

31«4 
lt«4 
163.6 
3«3.3

♦14
HOBART

+0.« 
+0.3 
+1.3 
+34

1.67
4.«0

31.33

1.77
440

149 
«41 

33.03

♦0.17 
♦043 
♦043
♦043 
♦041

♦043
♦040

♦003

♦041

«40 
«41 
3.63 
3.14

646
944
3.67
3.19

♦04« 
♦043
♦044
♦04S

314.1 
1«3.1 
14«.3
136.4 
149.4
303.7 
173.3 

(l«7.0)
I «94 
179.S

818.7 
1««.« 
146.«
136.4 
160.« 
3074
178.4 

(146.3)
161.7 
193.3

♦34

♦14

♦0.3 
♦ 14

«.77 
0.(3 
34« 
1.64 
(.90

0.3«
17.13

1.90 
«40 

S3.9I

9.99

3.31 
147 
«41

0.31 
1743

♦0.13

♦04«
♦040

1.9«
1.3« 

JJ.OJ

+043 
+043 
+0.11

♦0.01 
+041 
♦043

1S9.3
140.7 
330.3

307.« 
160.1 
1(0.7 
367.«

CAHBBRRA

Uj 
♦ 14 
♦6.7

0.09 
043 
347 
3.M

046 
4.30 
3.93

♦046
♦044
♦043
♦043

316.3 
103.3 
1*3.0 
107.1
I10.3 
1*34 

(1*3.1) 
l«t.O 
J9S.4

31«.9 
111.3 
1*44 
191.1
333.0 
1*3.9 

(1414) 
1114
JM.4

♦04 
♦ 14 
♦ 1.3

+34

+3*4

7.17
349
1.74
441

0.31
17.3«

i.n

74« 
3.(7 
140
4.94

040
1747

S1J3

140 
44«

♦040 
♦04« 
♦04« 
♦04«

♦043 
♦04«

♦043 
♦0.11
♦0.33

rw footnotM Mt Kf* I.

i



5

TABLE 2. CONSUMER PRICE INDEX 
FOOD GROUP INDEXES - SIX STATE CAPITAL CITIES AND CANBERRA 

(Baaa of Index for each city and for dx State capital cities combined : Year 1966-67 ’ 1<X).O) (a)

Moa
Six 

Capitals (fi Sydney Melbourne Brisbane Adelaide Perth Hobart Canberra

1973- 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

1974 - 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

1975 - 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

1976- 
January 
February

127.9
130.6
132.8
133.8
135.3
137.6
141.5
145.1
145.9
147.1
147.9

150.4
152.0
153.5
155.2
158.1
159.4
158.6
163.0
164.0
163.5
160.9
160.3

162.1
163.0
165.2
167.9
169.0
169.7
170.2
171.4
173.3
175.5
176.7
178.6

183.9
186.9

129.3 
130.8 
132.6 
133.6 
134 J
138.3 
142.5 
146.9
148.7 
150.1 
ISt.l

153.4
154.1
155.4
156.7
159.3
161.0
160.4
165.7
166.8
166.2
163.8
163.5

165.0
165.6
168.1
169.5
170.7
170.7
171.8
172.7
174.7
178.0
178.5
180.5

186.0
189.2

127.8
132.5
134.6
134.9
136.5
137.6
141.4
144.4
144.7
146.2
146.7

149.0
150.8
152.5
154.9
157.8
IS8.9
158.2
162.4
162.6
162.2
158.8
157.7

158.7
159.7
161.0
164.8
166.0
167.7
168.2
169.7
172.4
173.7
174.9
176.7

181.2
184.3

130.1
131.7
135.1
136.4
137.3
140.4
145.4
148.3
149.3
149.8
150.9

154.3
155.3
157.4
157.5
160.5
161.1
160.8
166.3
168.1
165.0
160.3
158.9

162.2
163.1
166.4
168.9
168.5
168.8
169.7
170.3
171.3
174.0
176.7
179.1

186.9 
189.0

125.0
126.9
129.7
132.2
134.4
136.5
140.5
145.0
144.8
145.0
145.5

147.2
150.4
151.4
154.5
159.3
159.7
158.6
160.6
161.6
162.8
161.1
159.8

161.9
163.2
165.1
169.1
170.0
170.8
170.7
171.4
172.5
174.3
175.8
177.9

183.4
186.9

124.6 
127J 
128.8 
131.7 
134.1 
134.4 
134.8
136.2 
137.1
136.3 
137.7

142.0 
145.2
147.3
147.9
149.8
151.5
149.9
152.4
154.4
154.9
155.7
157.8

161.3
163.7
167.5
169.9
171.2
172.5
170.8
172.1
172.8
173.7
175.6
176.9

181.1
183.9

122.3 
123.6 
124.4
124.6 
125.6
128.0 
132.0
135.8 
136.3 
141.6 
141.2

127.8
128.7
131.2
132.1
132.5
136.5
139.9
144.0
144.5
145.9
147.6

143.0
144.7
145.0
147.4
149.6
152.1
152.6
155.1
157.7

’ 159.3
157.7
156.9

150.1
152.1
152.7 
154.2
157.1
158.8 
158.4
161.3
162.3 
161.1
157.9
155.4

157.7 
157.8
158.9 
161.4 
163.4
164.5 
166.0
169.4 
171.0 
173.5
174.2 
176.7

158.3 
159.9
163.2 
167.1
168.1
167.8 
169.4 
171.2
172.6 
177.0 
178.7 
180.7

179.5
182.3

185.4
188.4

TABLE 3. CONSUMER PRICE INDEX 
FOOD GROUP : CONTRIBUTION TO ALL GROUPS INDEX (c)(g) 

(in terms of All Groups Index Points)

Period
Six 

Capitals (f) Sydney Melbourne Brisbane Adelaide Perth Hobart Canberra

October 1975
November 1975
December 1975

49.08
49.41
49.94

49.80
49.92
50.48

47.44
47.77
48.2.5

49.91
50.71
51.38

50.13
50.56
51.16

49.14
49.69
50.03

51.04
51.25
51.96

48.98
49.46
50.02

December quarter 197S 49.48 50.07 47.82 50.67 50.62 49.62 51.42 49.49

January 1976
February 1976

51.42
52.27

52.03
52.92

49.48
50.32

53.61
54.21

52.74
53.74

51.22
52.03

52.81
53.63

51.32
52.14

(a) Figurea appearing after the decimal point poaaeia little significance for general ataiiatical purpoaea. They are inaerted to avoid the 
diatortiona that would occur in rounding off the flgurea to the neareit whole number, (b) Any diacrepencies between totals and sums of 
componenta in thia table are due to rounding. For aimlar reasons monthly moveinenla shown by sub-group or group index numbers do not 
neceeaariiy correapond exactly with those ahown by the relevant index points, (c) These figures are on the basis of the current linked series and 
are not comparable with index points contributions published for the previous series, (d) Includes poultry aa from December quarter 1968 and 
sausages as from December quarter 1973 (previously included in Beef sub-group), (e) Cooked chicken, meat pies, hamburgers and sandwiches. 
Base; December quarter 1973 « 100.0. (f) Weighted average of six State capital cities, (g) Figures contained herein for months are expressed on a 
quarterly baals. Figures shown for quarters are the actual quarterly amounts, which therefore correspond to the average of the three relevant 
months.

AiMtnUu Bwmhi at ItatbtlGc
Canberra. A.C.T. 2600

NOTE. Inquiriei concerning these statistics may be made in Canberra by telephoning Mr T. Travers on 52 6251 or, in each 
State capital, by telephoning the office of the Australian Bureau of Statistics.

D.V. YOUNGMAN
Acting Commonwealth Statistician


