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The First Chart of Southwest Fiji, 1799

At daybreak on Thursday the [fifth of December 1799, crew of the Ann and Hope
(Christopher Bentley, Master) sighted ‘a very high peak resembling a Sugar Loal’,' not
‘Laid Down in any Chart on Board But We have Reason to Believe they are part of the
friendly {sland{s}".? In a letter written from Whampoa, Canton Bay on 20 January 1800,
the ship's surgeon, Benjamin Carter, wrote that ‘the course stecred must have
precipitated us on the reels or ashore; but the Deity, who regards the lives of the
meanest of his creatures, tempered the winds contrary to our vain wishes; and at dawn,
on surveying the dangers we had cscaped in the nighe our sense of his wisdom and
gondness was increased. He it was, and not our prudence and foresight, that preserved
our barque {rom a fatal contact with the rocks and shoals which lurked so near us’.
Under the command of Captain Christopher Bentley, the Awn and Hape hiad sailed
from Providence, Rhode Island, bound for ‘Canton by the “Eastern Passage, round new
Heolland, & Norfolk Istand™; he was to stop nowhere, except [rom ahsolute necessity, and
to give the Cape of Good Hope, the Ile de France (Mauritius}, and Bourbon (Réunton)
“apod births”".* Care was to be taken to avoid any vessels llying the French tlag and any
possible privateers, The Ann and Hope reached Whampoa on 19 January 1800 and, the
following day, Carter wrate his report of the sighting of new lands for dispatch 1o New
England. In doing so, he drew on his journal,® which in turn drew extensively {especially
for the navigational data) on the Jog of the Chiel Mate,” and/or that of Captain Bentley.
Extracts from Captain'Bentley’s log were published in London in 1826” and are quoted
in Henderson.® The wording in the logs of Bentley and Wamer ave almost identical,
except that Wurner’s log identifies the islands they saw by letters A to H, as used on the

! Amos Warner, Log depd en Ann and Hope, 1793-99, Rhode Istand Hisrorical Society, Providence, Fhode
Island [hereinafter BRI, Microfibn Pacific Manuscrips Bureaw Film PMB340. Warner was Chief’ Make,

? Daniel Amold, fog, kept by Daniel Arnold, Seaman, 1788 99, Rhode [sland Historical Society,
Providence RI. Microfilm Pacitic Manuseripes Bureau Film PMBZEY, Frames 117 220

3{Benjamin Carter], *Extract of a tewer frum the Surgron of the ship Ana and Hepe, Capt, Bendey, of
Providence, dated “Whampoa, (Canton Bay] Jon. 200 1900, Cotumbian Cratingd, 33 (% Aug., 13008, 2, col. 2-3,
Boston, Mass. Reprinted in R.G. Ward (ed.), dmeviran Aetiedtier dn the Central Pacific (741670, vol. 2
(Ridgewood N] 1966, 365 9. For information on Benjamin Bowen Carter see E.W. Kenny, "The Maiden
Vovage of the Ane ord Hope', dmerican Neplene, 18 (Jul 1858), 134-4. Kenny comments that Carter was “a
natural linguist® and knew Latin, Gaeek, French, German, Buteh and Chinese' and that [or the frst voyage
of the Aden and Hape] *he set our apparenaly, to famibtarize himsell with ship's navigation® aud that his
‘nomprofessinnal observadons are keen, but, at times, self-comsciously “cultured™.

* LB Hedges, The Browens of Providence Planfalion: Fhe nineleenth cenluty {Providoowee 1968), 81,

* Benjomin Carter, Joumal of @ Fovage from Providence Rhode Jslord ... o Canlor, mss. Rhode Istand Hisierical
Snciety, Providence RIL

& Amaos Warner, Laog.

¥ R.H. Laurie, The Orimiol Narigelor (London 1826}

8.0, Henderson, The Dseoverers of the Fifi Iedonds: Temman, Cook, Bligh, Wilsea, Bellinghawsen [ London F9351,
257 BlL.
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chart shown Lere as Figure 1. Bentley's log, as quoted by Henderson, gives names to
some of these islands with explanatory phrases such as ‘it was named Hope Island® or
swhich I call First or South Island’. Only Hope Island and Cocoa-nut Island are named
on the chart. Table 1 gives the letter identification of each island as per the chart
{Figure 1} and Warner, the name given by Bentley, and the Fijian name.

Of the four logs or journals, Garter's gives the most details and Arnold’s the least. The
following account of the sightings is thar given by Carter. [t contains the same navigation
data as the logs of Bentley and Warner, and this presumably was copied from one ol

them.

Bee, 3th 1759

At day light at ¥ past ¢ AM saw an Island apparendy the N¥estermumost in sight then a very
high Peak rescmbling a Sugar loafl and tapering olf to the 5.E. to a low point which bore EbN the
Peak FNE distunce o the nearest shore ubout 7 leagues.' At8 AM saw Jand NNE supposed 1w
be anather Island in a cloud & at ¥ past 8 saw land NNW a low level Island. The first Istand
call A the latter B about 3 leagues distant. A9 Bore away NW. This Island is full of trees and
vast numhers of Cocoa it trees overtopping the others and tends SEbS and NWBN. O the SE
Point saw breakers 4 or 5 miles on the SW shore saw several spots of Breakers which appear w be
# or 9 miles in length, Saw several spots white sandy heach. We coasted along the SW side of this
Island at 3 leagues off Shore saw several fires, these Islands bave the appearance of good fernle
tand. (! Point East variation) Last sight of the Istand A the Peak bore SE. We saw high land all
round 1o the NE back of the Island B. And off the NW End of this Island lies a smatl Island with
trees on it about ? miles from it. At noon saw the land NWbN making high and uneaven [sic].
The first tand that we saw must have been in Long. 177234°E as by Junar at 2 pm we werc in
Long. 176°52°E and Lat, 19°F Sourh.

Lat. and Long of the Islands B Long 177°12°E Lat. mid 18°35'5.

Impiger extremos curris meveafor aid Frdas,
Per mare pauperiem fugiens, per saxa per igney:
Ne cures pa qua# stefle miraris of aplar,

Discere #f audive 2t meliors credere pow wis? Hae"!

Friday Dec. 6

Moderate winds a smooth sea and pleasant theugh very bot weather. Au 3 Ph saw another
Lstand NINW and a[c] 4 two others smaller & further westward and soon after saw the Jand
trending NWhHN %N, Suppose it to be other Islands. They make as we suppose about 7 distinet
Islands and perhaps those we passed may be nothing but u continual range of islands. Whick
from the Frst we saw and what we now see at 5 PM extend NWBN as much as 8 miles i
length. At 5 PM the westernmost land which is lsland F bore NNW AW making like ¢ Sugar

% 1 first saw this ¢hart in the Rhode 1sland Historical Sociery, Providence, RI, in 1966 when searching in
New England libragies for logs and journals of early-19th censury béche-de-raer traders in Fiji. T am most gratefial
1o the staff of the Society for help given to me in buth 1066 and 2006,

1% Seven leagues cquals 21 nautical miles or 39 kilometres.

' The wayward Latin spelling in Carter’s journal has been correceed. T am gratefist o Muriel Brookfield for
identifying the quoration from Horace {Epistularem (3 Horatii ¥Flaced, Liber Feimos, Epistula 1, ines 13 B,
A eranslation reads:

“Eager for trade you dash off to farthest India,

Avoiding poverty with scas, shoals and flames:

Why oot listen v, Loan 1o orust, one wiser than yoursel,
Cease to care for what vou foolishly gaze at and crave?

(4.5, Kline, Porlry dn Transfatioe. Available enline a1 www. lonyklingenuk faccessed 14 Febo 200771 The
insertion of “hoe” is Carcer's addition.
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sigrg 1: The Anw and Hope chart of southwest Fiji. The chart is reproduced by courresy of the
B hode lsland Historical Society, Providence, Rhode Island, The RIHS reference details are: RHi
X3 4873, Anonymaous, Chare of the Friendly Lslands. 1789, Ink on Paper. CARTOGRAPHY.
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vabre 1. The identification of istands on the dna and Hepe chart of southwese Fiji

Letter as on chart Mame given by Bentley Fijian name
A Hope Island Kadawvu

B Cocoa-tut Island Tatulele

G Wi Leva
D Visi Levu
F First or South Island dMalolo

H Secand or Norrh 1sland Winvu

Downloaded By: [Australian National University Library] At

loaves 6 leagues distant. Now in sight 17 Lslands. Back or NE of these small 1slands appears Lo
be very high and a long range of mountinous tand. At 8 PM the westernmost land bore North
where there secms 1o be a termination of the main high tand ar large Islands where are
a number of small Islands as represearcd in the chart we made. Pleasant weather during
the night. Ship off and on under single reefed topsails une loresail. Day light ae 5 AM the
westernmost islands bor[e] NNE made sail to the N At 8 AdM 18 or 19 separate
Islands in sight. Back of which shere is land as far as ENE very high and mountanous [sic].
At moon the Island | bore by true compass NEbE & Island H SEBE.? Each by
Judgement 6 leagues dist ar which time the ship was in lat 17°26'S Loeng per estim.
176°19°E Var 10°40E,

By sailing this Easter rout [sic] our intention was to have avoided land but alass [sic], we have
been precipitated into the midst of danger from which the will of the Deity net our wn
foresight and wisdom has extricated us. The course which we steered when we list made the
land would have carsied us on a dangerous reef. Indeed we made the land in the TEGFIIILE &
beam of us. So that had we sailed 10 or 15 mites farther o the E we must have gone a shore in
the night as we had no suspicion of land in this guarier.

Diec. 7th. Lase sight of land.

In the back of Carter's log is 2 page headed “The following afc is extracted from vol 2d

p.98 of the abridgement of Cooks voyages” and this extract included the [ollowing
quotation:

But the most considerable Lslands that we heard af in this neighbourhood are Hamopa Vavaoo
and Fecjee; cach of which is Jarger than Tengataboo but it does not appear that any Eurogran
has ever ot secn any wne of them. Hamaoa lies rwo days sail MW, from Vavaoco. 1t s said to be
the largest of all these [slands ...

Fejee [sie] lics about 3 days sail from Tongatabow. It abounds with hugs dogs fowls
and such fruirs and roots as ave to be found in any others, and i much larger than
Tongataboo but not subject w0 its dominion as the other islands of this archipelage
[i.e. Fricndly Is] arc. ‘

“The ‘chart we made” to which Carter refers is also held by the Rhode Island Historical

Society and, with the Society’s permission, is published here as Figure 1. The chartisata
scale ol approximately 1:740,000, and measures 47 cm by 38 cm. There is no indication as
to whe drew the chart, but presumably it was either Captain Bentley or Chiel Mate
Warner. Given that the chart uses his letter notation and only some of the names given by
Bentley, Wamner may have been the chart maker. The text on the map, ‘A Chart of the

"2 wWarner gives "B and *F7 for Cartes’s *17 and “H eespectively at this point and Warner's notation aceords

with the charr (Figure 17,
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Friendly Istands; being the North Western extremity, supposed to be Hamoa, Vavaoo &
Feejee ...’ apparenty relies on the information from the Cook account quoted above for
identification of the islands seen. It echoes the comment made by Carter in his letter from
Whampoa that the islands ‘T suppose must be the north-westernmost of the Friendly Isles
which were described to Capt. Cook {when at Tongataboo and Anomocka) as lying
about SO0 miles in a N.W. direction. The natives called them Hamoa, Vavoo, and Feejee,
and described the inhabitants to be more ferocious than the other Friendly Islanders.
Capt. Cook did not proceed to explore these islands, and it is probable we are the [irsi
whites to have seen them.""> That the logs of Warner and Arnold and the journal of
Carter all postulate that the islands seen are part of the Friendly Islands described by
Cook suggests that, although there was no chart on board the Ann and Hope showing
islands in this vicinity, there may well have been a copy of the ‘abridgement of Cocks
voyages', .
‘The text in the medallion on the chart reads:

A CHART of the Friendly Islands; being the North Western extremity, supposcd to he
Hamoa, Vavaoo & Frejee, seen Dee, 3th 1799 in the ship 4nn & Hope. C. Beauy. Master,
Variation 10944 East. The land, except the small [slands, appears to be under cultivation and
inclosed in many parts. These Islands appear w be very distinct and separate. H and F are the
most western lands that we saw. This Cluster of islands trends in a Noreh westerly dircerion.
We coasted along themn 120 miles sailing, N'W by Compass, and suppose these [slands are first

seen by us
Latisude Longitude
Hope Tsland 19°71's 17934 East
Coeoant [sland 18733 177717
Esland F 17736 E76° 34
Tsland H 1318 1603

As Figure 2 shows, the laritudes calculated by Bentley are accurate, while the
longitudes given are between 25" and 0”35 {c.43-60 kilometres at this latitude] too far
1o the west. This degree of accuracy is good in the circumstances ol the veyage, and in
particular given that this was the first landfall made alter a non-siop voyage of 116 days
fvom Providence. Rhode Island. The delineation of the coastlines is quite gool [or
western Kadavu, western Vatulele, Malolo and Waya, even though the vessel waus
between 3 and 7 leagues [17-39 kilometres) offshore. It is much less accurate for Viti
Tevi. The coast of Viti Levu (C on the chart) is laid down as coming {uriher south than
in reality, and too close to Vatulele. This error is not surprising, given that when the crew
saw *high land all round the back of Island B’ they were some 60 kilometres irom the Vi
Fevu coast, and they would not have been abile to see the aceual shareline. They were
even further [rom “the long range of mountainous land’ which was visible kater. It may be
that the ‘land NNE supposed to be another Island in a cloud’, seen soon after the sighting
of Kadavu and apparently represented as a separate istand on the chart to the northeast
of Kadavu and southeast of Vatulele, was also the high counsry of Vit Levn, although it
may possibly represent a distant sighting of Beqa.

Carter's surmise that they were probably the first whites to see this coast and islands
was apparently correct, and the chart in Figure 1 was the {irst map shewing the western
end of Kadavu, the island of Vatulele, the coast of Nadroga and the Mamanuca
group. One important earlier map is that made by Captain Bligh showing the wacks
of his two passages through the Fijian Archipelago ‘in the “Bounty’s” Launch when
[ discovered these islands in 1789... fand] my wtrack in the “Providence” and the

[ Carter], ‘Fxrract of a leter’.
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fI6URE 2 The 1769 Ann and Hope chart outlines compared with the modern map of southwest Fijic
Dirawn by Coombs Cartography, Australian Narional Unjversity.

¢ Assistant” in 1792".'% From the Bounty’s launch, Bligh had seen part of the north coast
of Viti Levu and the Yasawa Group, and these are shown on his map. The latter group,
however, is shown as one large island, with its sonthern extremity at about latitude
16°50°S, or only about hallway along the chain of the Yasawa Islands. His chart shows no
indication that he ‘saw down the Yasawas as [ar south as Waia [Waya] Island, and also,
had in view the mountain ranges of Vit Levu, lying to the souih-cast of Lautoka’, as is
claimed by Henderson.” Indeed, Waya fies some 7 kilometres south of the southernmost
part of what represents the Yasawas in Bligh’s map, while Lauroka is about 100
kilometres south. Bligh’s map does show the east and south coasts of Kadavu, seen on his
second voyage, but nothing between Kadavu and the single large land mass which
represented the northern hall of the Yasawa Group.

An unnamed manuscript magp of Fiji held in the John Carter Brown Library, Brown
University, Providenee, R, shows the istands of Lau and Lomaiviti and the Bua Bay area
in detail. The northeast of Vid Levu is shown, as are the northern Yasawas. These last
are named ‘Favorite 1slands’, no doubt aflter the brig Faverife, whose tracks on three
vayages, in September 1808, January and May 1809, and November 1810, are shown
through Lau and Bua Bay. Other tracks record the passages of the Harrngton (July 1807}
and the Safly (November 1811} But this chart, apparently made in the Ann and Hope's

* See [ Lec, Caplain Bligh's Second Vievage fo the Scalk Sra (London 19200, chart berween pages 146 and 147,
and Henderson, The Discoverers, 1501,
" 1bid., 148,
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home town at least 11 vears after the sightings from Bentley's ship, shows nothing of
Kadave, southwestern ¥iti Levu or the Mamanuca Group and does not draw on the Anx
ard Hope's chart.

Arrowsmith’s ‘Chart of the Feejee [slands’, published in 1814, was the firse major

compilation of map data for Fiji and is based in part an Bligh’s charts and, according w0
Davidson,'® ‘information collected by sandalwood traders’ whose activities were mainky
focused on western Yanua Levu. In 1836 surveys by HMS Fietor resulted in moditications
to the Arrowsmith chart but, cven then, the Mamanuca Group does not appear,
although a misplaced Vatulele is shown with the name ‘Baccha-lilly” and an impression is
given of the Vi Levu coast lying ahout 30 kilometres to the northwest of its correct
position.”” Dumeont d'Urville had sighted Vatulele and southwest Viti Levu when he
tracked from the western end of Kadava to the west of the Mamanuca Group en route to
the New Hebrides in mid-1827, and had mapped the area quite accurately,' but
apparently his French records were not used in the 1836 Arrowsmith revision, Perhaps it
was fot uniil afier United States Exploring Expedition, wlhen in May 1840 the Peacock
surveyed part of Vatulele and coasted along southwest Viti Levn,'™ that this part of Fiji
came to be lirmly inscribed on English language charts.

Why was the information [rom the sightings [rom the Aun and Hage in 1799, and the
mapped data shown in Figure 1, not used on later charts for several decades? The
sighting was not kept secret. Carter’s report, giving the reasonably accurate position from
which the western end of Kadavu was seen {as 19°5, 177°30°E] was printed in no fewer
than seven New Fngland vewspapers and in the Federal Gozelfe and Baltimore Daily
Advertiser between 4 and 13 August 1800.2" This might well have been linked up with
Bligh's map if that were available In New England. OF course, copying and reproducing
charts was much mote difficuit then than now. We can only surmise that, despite Carter’s
obvious desire to make information available promptly for other New England vessels
venturing into the South Pacilic, the flow of intelligence about new sightings from
merchant ships 200 vears ago was extremely slow between MNew England and Europe,
and even between centres such as Paris and London. Another example of the stow spread
of navigation informarion is given by Lee in the case of Bligh's second voyage through Fiji
i1 1792, In Arrowsmith's chart of 1814, Bligh's ‘track is very incorrectly laid down, and it
must have been drawn without reference to Bligh's original chart’,?!

Another minor puzzle relating te the first sighting ol southwestern Fiji is why
Henderson, in his book The Discorerers of the Fiji Iifands, concludes that Captain Bentley
should 1ot be included as one of the “discoverers’. His argument is largely bascd on what
appenrs to be a rather generous interpretation of how far south along the west coast of

fiti Levu and the Yasawa and Mamanuca chains Bligh saw from the Bsuniy’s Jaunch in
1789, As noted above, Bligh's chart® suggests that he did not see much beyond 17°5
along the Yasawa chain, and the chart seems Lo show only the north coast of ¥idl Levu,
{rom about Nananu-i-Ra, near Rakiraki, to Vatia Peninsula, near Tavua. This is much
less than Henderson’s claim that Bligh saw the land as far south as the Kauvadra Range,
south of Lautoka and the whole Yasawa chain south w Waya.™ It seems much more

_mE.d_..____.. Dravidsan |, *History, 1313-1843, in waval Intelligence Division, Facific folands, wol. 1: Gemeraf Surces,
Geographical Handbook Serics (London 1930-13], 274, Davidsor’s authorship of what are anonyinons
chapters i the Geggraphical [‘Admiraley’] Handbooks is decumented in R.G. Ward, "Davidson's
Conteibutions 1o the “Admiralty Handbooks™, Jawmal of Pacific Hitsry, 24 715047, 238 40,

B i Thurn and LG W harton {oils] The Joemel of Willien Lockerdy {London 1923}, map in end pocket.

1% Henderson, The Discaverers, 263,

19 eharles Wilkes, Narratise of the Ciited Starer Exploving Fapedition, vol. 3 {Philadelphia 1844}, 217.

M Ward, dmericaen Actinitiss in the centrol Parific, 360,

¥ Lee, Caplain Jiigh's Second Favage, 137.

* ibid., 1467

M Yenderson, The Dicoverers, 146-9, 237 63,
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likely that Bentley and his companions were the first white peopte to see most of western
and southwestern Viti Levu, and this would argue that Henderson should not have
excluded Bentley Irom his list of ‘discoverers’. This debate, however, begs the wider
question ol the justice of limiting the term ‘discoverers’ to ‘Europeans’ or “whites’, as
Henderson does, and ignoring the lact of prior ‘discovery’ and occupation by Fijians and
other oceanic voyagers. But, regardless of this rather poimtless debate about definitions, it
is clear that the chart produced on the dne and Hepe was the first chart of southwest Fiji
and is now published here for the first time, over 200 years alter Bentley and his crew saw
these coastlines.

R. GEFRARD WARD



