
^4“.
‘*i1

Reference No. 9.10
WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES
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This bulletin contains two sets of monthly price measures relating to important metallic materials used in 
selected activities of manufacturing industry. The first ot these measures {see paragraphs S and bi is the "Price Index of 
Metallic Materials Used in the Manufacture of Fabricated Metal Products*’. The second (see paragraph 8) is a special purpose 
series ’‘Price Indexes of Copper Materials Used in the Manufacture of Electrical Equipment”. A detailed description of the 
measures is available in the introductory bulletin of this series (October 1972).

2. Tlic indexes have been compiled for each nxmth from July 196h and for financial years from 1968.69.
Index numbers for financial years are simple averages of the relevant nxmthly index numbers

3. liach of the indexes is a fixed weights index compiled on the reference base 1968-69 100.0 using the
method known as the weighted arithmetic mean of price relatives.

4. Prices tor each of the items relate to representative g<x>ds of fixed specification collected from a selection of 
representative sources. In each case, these specifications are sufficiently detailed to ensure that the price 'hanges incorporated 
in the indexes are measured, as far as possible, on the basis of constant quality. The price series used are obtained monthly, 
by mill! collection, from ma|or Australian manufacturers of the relevant materials. In the main prices are collected as at the 
mid-poinl .-f each month The prices collected are. as far a.s possible, those normally charged to representative manufacturers 
for goods delivered into their stores.

Price Index of Me’ i a Materials Used in the Manufacture of Fabricated Metal Products

5. This index includes important metallic materials selected and combined in accordance with a weighting
pattern lellecting value of usage as reported at the 196h-69 Census of Manufacturing Establishments for establishments 
classified io the Habncalcd Metal Products Sub-division of Manufacturing Industry (Australian Standard Industrial 
Classification Sub-division 31).

Index numbers for four groupings of items and lor the All Groups combination arc given in Table 2. In 
interpreting movements in the index, particularly those from month to month, it should be noted that changes frequently 
occur in an uneven fashion over time. Changes in index numbers for individual months should not be interpreted in isolation 
and without reference to changes over longer periods.

7. Table 1 below shows for each index the percentage change of the index numbers for the current month from 
the preceding month and the percentage change between the averages of the twelve months ended March 1972 and March 
197.3 resivciively.

TABLE I. - PRICK INDEX OF METALLIC MATERIALS USED IN THE MANUFACTURE OF FABRICATED METAL PRODUCTS 
- MARCH 197.T 

Percenlige change from previous pcriotk

leb. 1973 Mur. 1973

steel Aluminium

+ 16

brass

+6.4

Other 
metallic 
maieriah

+0.9

All 
groups

+2.5

Average ot 
I 2 num Uis 
to Mar. 1972

Average of 
12 months 
to Mar. 1973 + 1.5 2.1 + 18.4 +6.5

Price Indexes of Copper Materials Used in the Manufacture of Electrical Equipment

8. Hour copper materials (busbar, paper covered strip, polyvinyl chloride cable and enamelled winding wire) 
have been combined into five separate indexes in accordance with weighting patterns reflecting value of usage in each of five

^Aelectcd activities of the Electrical Machinery, Equipment and Supplies Class of Manufacturing Industry (Australian Standard
^^Industrial Classification ; Class 3326). Index numbers for these activities are given in Table 3.



TABLE 2. - PRICE INDEX OF METALLIC MATERIALS USED IN THE MANUFACTURE OF FABRICATED METAL PROIM (Is
GROUP AND ALL GROUPS INDEX NUMBERS
(Baaeof each imtex : Year 1968-69 s 100.0) (a)

Iron and tied Aluminium Coppt-r and hraxs
Othir metallu 

moteruih 1// vri>iip\

talue weight

1968-69 
1969-70
1970-71 
1971-72

100.0 
KM.2 
106 7
I 16.2

100.0
102.2
104.5
106.8

100.0
122.5
106.5
106.2

loo.o 
93 8

83.6

too n 
104 «
106 2 
I 14.1

\31\1Z
I ebruarx 
Mark'll

Max

117 4
118 9
120.2

106.8
106.6
106.6
107.0
107.0

105.3
105.6
105.5
105.4
105.2

83.0 
8.3.1
«4 9 
«5.« 
86..5

116 2
117 4
118 1
118 2

I972-7.1
July 
Auvtixl 
Si'picmbx-r 
(X l.thx't

lKv< iiiIh-
I 21.5

107 1 
107.1
107.1 
108.2 
108.2 
108..3

105.1
105.2 
KM.8
102.5

J.iiiuury 
I vhruary
M.in h

102.5

97.6
99.1
98 4
98.7

101.5
108 1

1 18.5
1 18..5 
118 5
I 18.7 
118.8
I 19.0

124.6

109.2
109.2 
110.9

102.5
102.5
109.1

109 8 
115.5 
116 .5

1 19.2 
1194

TASl.E . l*RltT INhLXl-lS OF COPPER MATERIALS USED IN THE MANUFACTI RE Ol ELKTRK Al 
INDEX NUMBERS FOR SELECTED AiTIVITIES

( Bsm of e«ch index : Yev 1968^9 = 100,0) (a)

10« IPMI M

Copper nuiierial'. iixed in the manu tat turet>i

1968-69
1969-70
1970-71
1971-72

I vbi(wr> 
Hiri II 
April 
May

1972-7 i
July 
Aiil'um 
SepU'inlxcr 
(X’tiiher 
Nuveiiilm 
IXTvniher
January 
I vbfiury 
Maieh

! hl trie 
motors and 

motor control 
itfuipnient

HiKh voltage 
and hiw 
voltage 

switchgear
Distrihonon 
transformers

h'H'er 
transforuur\ transtttrmers

100.0 
1 14.9 
KM.n 
KM 8

KM.I 
105.1 
105.3 
107.6 
107.5

107.5 
107.5
107.4 
I OK. I 
108.3
108.0
lOR.l 
108.1 
I 10.8

100.0
124.3
105.7
104.9

103.5 
103.9
1O3..3 
104..3 
104.2

104.2 
1(H.2
KM.2 
109.0
109.0
108.9

109.0
109.0
115.1

(a) l-^’urvx are shown Io iinv decimal place lo avoid ditlortions that would

Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics 
Canberra. A.C.T. 2600

1000
115.0
101.3
101.3

KMI.O 
123.0 
100..3
95.2

100 0 
116 4
10.3 O 
KM O

100.7 
101.6 
KM.O 
10.3.6
103.1

102.6
102.6
102.6
102.6
102.6
102.6
10 .3 2
103.6
108.0

‘M 4 
97.0 
97.0 
95.7 
94.,S

9,3.2 
93.2
9.3 2 
93 4 
9.3.4 
93 4

95 I
96 2

103.4

103 2
103 5
105 6
105 6

105 4 
105 4
105 4
107 I
107 I
107 I
I 07 .3 
107 4 
1118

iKiiir III rounding <>fi div index numbers Io Ihv nv.irvst wh«»lv

J P O’NEILL 
Commonwealth Statistician

NOTh. Inquiries concerning these statistics may he made in Canberra by telephoning h3 ‘H 11 extension 2()S3
Stale < apitaL by telephoning the office of the Bureau of Census and Statistics.
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