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nullity of marriage, andThe following tables relating to divorce, nuinvy ex u.oxxx - 
have been prepared by the Social Services Branch of thejudicial separation, have been prepared by the Social Services Branch o.. n 

Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics from statistics compiled by he 
Government Statistician of each State and returns received from Judicial 
Authorities in the Northern Territory and the Australian Capital Territory.

to the year 1951, but summarized figures for earlierThey relate, in the main,
years have been added for purposes of comparison.

The number of petitions for divorce, nullity of marriage and 
judicial separations in 1951 '^as the highest since 1947, but the peak yeetr 
1946 when 9,915 petitions v/ere lodged.

Table V ! Number of Petitions for Divorce, etc. - States, I95I .

letitions for -

was

State or
Territory

Divorce

Husband 
Petit­
ioner

Wife 
Petit­
ioner

Nullity of 
Marriage

Hu sb.and I 
Pjtit- 
ioner

■■'ifò 
Iutit- 
ion r

Jud ioial 
Se parution

Husband 
pet it — 
loner

T

1

'./if 6
Petit­
ioner

Total Petitions

Husband 
Petit­
ioner

Wife T
Petit- Total
ionor

Hew South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland
South Australia 
’.'.'astern Australia 
Tasmania 
Horthorn
Territory 

Australian
Capital 
Territory

Australia!

1,710
803 

(a)350
321
311
125

2,334 
1,016 
(a)363

48'5 
351 
126

9

2

12

23
3,727

4 i
I

22
7

1

3

28
6

1,720 
811
350
327
382
125

2,3S4 
1,029

363 
485 
353 
126

4,104
1,840

713 
812
735
251

12 4 16

_____ 9_ 
4,638 19

1950
1949
1948
1947

3,717 ¡4,622
3,882 I 4,458
3,927 4,280
4,430 14,381

23
28
26
23

31

40
37 
yi
45

4

1
1
2

34

26
29
26
19

3,750

3,741
3,911
3,955
4,.',; 3

_____
4,753

4,688
4,524
4,343

____3£
8,503

8,429
8,435
8,298

4,445 I 8,898

(a) Includes all petitions.

The inoreaso in divorce in Australia since 1930 is illustratedlUO XIlLIXCelSU XU U.XVVXteU Xi» ~
in the following tiible which abowe that curing this period the nunber 
doorees of divorce and nullity of marriage together with judicial separations 
increased from 1,?C5 to 7,327, an increase of 5,122 or jC.6 per cent. Tho 
inoreaS'j during tho war y.;ar3 vis.s particularly rapid.

Table VI

Tho

: Divorces and .Tudicial Separations Granted , Australia, 193O"1f.5J.

Year

1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1933
1939
1940

DivoropS 
(a)

1,794 
1,948
1,680 
1,948
2,282 
2,401
2,502 
2,785
3,100 
3,145
3.245-

Judicial
Separations

11
7 

17 
29 
15 
23 
16 
17 
13 
13 
21

T
Total

1,955 
1,697 
1,977 
2,297 
2,424 
2,518 
2,802 
3,113 
3,158 
3,266

Year

1941
1942 
1943
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951

Divorois 
(a)

3,330
3,575
4,681
5,687
7,216
7,226
8,802
7,243
6,622
7,414
7,320

(a) Including nullity of marriage.

Judicial 
Separations

18
9
7

11
16
12
13
12
3

11
7

Tot al

3,348 
3,584 
4,691 
5,698 
7,232 
7,238 
S,P15 
7,255 
6,630 
7,423
7,327 ....
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The numbor of daorees granted in Australia during 1951 *bs 7,327 
or 17 par oont. lower than the peak year 1947 when 8,815 deor.sas wore granted. 
The dfeolino in uocraes granted from eha year 1947 in the various States v,as 
25 per oont in Victoria, 24 per oent. in '.ueonsland, 16 per oent in Viostorn 
Australia, 13 per cent, in New South "'ales, 9 per oont. in South Australia and 
8 per oant. in Tasmania. ' ■
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Tabic VII ! Divoroea fete. : Wumbar of lecrcea Orantad i Statesi 1951

Statò or 
Torritory

Divoroo nado 
Absolute

Husband 
Petit­
ioner

Nullity of 
Marriage

Judicial
S.paration

Total Dcorues

»

Row South Wales
Victoria 
.■Juconsland 
South Australia 
■'.'estorn Australia 
Tasmania 
Northern
Territory

Australian
Oapit al
Torritory

Australia!

1950
1949
1948
1947

1.451
760
344
268
326
109

5

____ U
3,276

3,494 
I 1 20 3,’717 

4,563

Wife 
Petit­
ioner 

1,852 
954 
357 
369 
356

85

Husband 
Petit- 
ionor

1
5
3
2
1

Wife 
Petit­
ioner

18
7
3
2

Husband
Petit-' 
loner :

1

Wifs 
nctit- 
lon .r

4
1
1

Husband 
Potit- 
ioncr

1,458 
768 
3'‘-l 
271 
327 
109

Wife 
Petit­
ioner 

1,874 
962 
361 
371 
356

85

Total

3,332
1,730

708
642
683
194

8 5 8 13

___ 1_2_

3,993

3,864 
3,4'18
3,469
4,133

21

21
16
25
37

30

35
30
32
49

1

1

1
2

6

10
8

11
11

____ 13_
3,298

3,516
3,144
3,743
4,622

____

4,029

3,909
3,486
3,512
4,193

____ 25 

1,321

1,125
6,630
7,255
8,815

Tho following table shows deorcos made absoluto in 1951> classified.
aocording to the logixl duration of marriage in conjunction with issue.
be swun that in the case of 44 pí^r cent, of divorces finalizod in 195"'

It will

Of the couplesmarringes had boon celebrated within the previous 10 years, 
divorced in 1951, 34 per cent, had no issue, 32 per cent, had one child, 
20 per cent, had two childr.n, 8 p-r cent, had three children, and 6 per oont.
had four or more children.

Table VIII , PivorocB ; Duration of Marriage and Issue 1 Australia, 1951 •

Duration of 
Marriage

Under 5 ye ore
5 - 9 "

10 - 14 "
15 - 19 "
20 - 29 "

30 years and over 
Mot Stutod

Total Divorces 
Per oent.

Total Is'sufe_______

1950

1949

1948

1947

0

427
1,114 

495 
198 
173

55 
1

2,463

I

34

Humber of Divorces where Issue 
to the Karr lago was -

1 2 3
5 

and
over

Not 
stat- 

cd

187
970
553 
3O6 
268
45

20
351 ;
435 i 
26'4 !
291

59

I

1
61 

1.40 
145 
179
40

7l
52
55
88
45

3 
23 
39 

103 
65

1
2

2,329 1 ,420

Total
DiverofeS

Num­
ber

per 
oont.

Total
Issue

(Total Divorces 
( Per oent.
(Toti.l Issue
(Total Divorces 
( Per cent.
(Tctal Issue 
(Total Divorces 
( Pur cent.
(Total Issue
(Total Divorces 
I Per cent.
^Total Issue

2,696
37

2,576
39

2,799
39

3, 409
39

32 
2,329
2,344

32 
2,3 di

20 
2,340 

■ 1,326
18 

2,652
1,955 11 ,144

30 1 1730 1
1,955 2,288
2,170 1,244

30 17
2,170 '2,488
2,600 i 1,535

30 18

57 4 
8

1,122

542
7

1,626
493 

8
1,479

542 
8

1,626
649 

7

I
2 47

3 
980

233
3 

^,313

3

636 
2,508 
1,698 
1,001 
1,102

317 
1

7,269

237i 213

•Ñolfí '. gxó^úÍ'oV "feíÍ'j'í''7

3 
948 
216

3 
864
271

3 
88 4 
O,';P 
" 3

3 
1,259

189
3 

1,1 Z-O

7,358

I

209 1

1,244
232 

3

3 6.576

I

of Ma]

)? 1 1
3 -

1,401
■tTTTMarr lags.

3

7,186

8,716

9 
35 
23 
14 
15
4

100

100

100

100

100

230 
1 ,89a 
2,175 
1 ,713 
2,337

899

9,252

8,829

7,726

8, ',12

10,170

The follo'ving table sho'./s ths nu-iber of divorced husbands and 
time of the divorce being made absoluto.■.■.■ives in caoh ago group at th» tira, of thè divoroe bèing mado absoluts. In 

................ as the highest in thè 30-3 4 group '.■hioh oomprised 21 per 
This inoldenoj obtained

tho inoidunc^
oent. of the husbands and 22 per oent. of th. wives. ------- ------
during the period 1947 to 1951 for husbands, but in the years 1948 and 19'49
for wives the highest inoidsnoa was in the 25-29 age group.

Tabla IX r Divorcfes ! Age of Husband and ''.'ifc at the time of Divorce i 
Australia, 1951.

(i)

Ago of 
Husband

Under 25 Ye.ara
25 - 29 "
30 - 34 "
35 - 39 "
40 - ;; "
■45 - 54 "

55 Years and over 
Not Stated

Total ''Vives

Year - 
1951 
1950 
1919 
19.18 
1'947

1951
1950 
1949 
1948 
194'i

Ago of '.'ife (Yuare)

Under 
25 
118 
317 

71 
21

6

1

53-

25-29

35
6.4.4
6.49
183

49
15

2
1

'1,578

30-3; 35-39
40-.'' I 15-5 55 and 

over
Hot

Stated

Total
Husbands

1 
106 
654 
614 
172
''I

2 I
1 I

3
15 

118 
529 
489 
194

1 ;

1,622
11,36~'

;
16
87 

386 
391

'.0 
1

14
SP 

596 
237

1

1
2

36
219

2
1

3
2

930 9<0 25?

(ii)

Ages of ''"ives at time of Divorce ; Total ".’ivas

1

37

45

157
1,085
1,513
1,449
1,195
1,306

522
______ 42

7,269

534 
479 
'53 
565
747

1,57? 
1.679 
1,529 
1,718 
2,072

1,622 
1,681
1, '.85 
1,580 
2,13'

1,362 
1,374 
1,279 
1,325 
1,566

(iii)

930 
930 
756 
8'’4 
967

940
913 
813 
630
923

25S 
278 
239 
257 
267

of Huabaiida ■.i.t tim^ of Divoro. ; Tot^l Fasbands

157
152
126
157
195

1,085 
1,123

969
1,1 ',2 
1,361

1 .513
1,5 46
1 , ’07
1,53'

I 2,108

1 , ”9 
1,509
1 ,359

1,195
1 
1,020
1,1 '.2

1,80.; I 1,331

1,306 
1,31'; 
1,152
1,211
1 ,311

NOTI. Î Exoludus Nullity of î’arriago.

45
24
22
27
40

7,269
7,356
6,576
7,186
8,716

522
510
481
487
539

',2
22
22
29
41

The grounds for divoroc vary in each State, a not'ibla inatanoo
boing that insanity is not a ground for divorot in Nov. South 'laifeS.

and adultery.

7,26b
7,358
6,576
7,186
8,716

tibsoliite, the mvin grounds were dussrtion 
The p.rocntaw.s lor d.sfertion w.re 71 per cunt, in Vjjt.nsland, 

(Lho latt.r inoluucs desertion - nori-oom pl lance

Of the divorocs fnadi.

Tasmania and New South '.'alus
with docroe for i.-stitution of conjugal ri hts), 72 p.r c-nt. in Victoria, 
58 p.r O'.'.nt. (inducing sep.aration fur ov.r 5 years) in ..st rn Australia 
and 19 e r o.nt. (inolutin,'; separation for over 5 yoarc) in South Australia,
vjhilo for adultery the percentag''*:E '.^er-. 37 p.r cent, in South Australia and 

- ' in Victoria and lu.ensland, 24 ptr cent, in■'•lOBtern Australia, 25 P^r cent.
..'cr..- i'i oent.

Tasmania and 20 per o.nt. in New Soutn .'nl .a.
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T".blo X ; Grounds on which Eivoroo Absoluto, Nullity of liarringe and Judioial Separation were Grantud i States, 1951.

T
Grounds on which Granted

N.S.','. VIC.

'dulti ry
Adult ry and Dos.rtion
Desert ion
Bigamy
Cruelty
Gru Ity and Drtinkonnoos
Drunkennoss
Impotenoy
Nnn-Gr>nsuramat ion
St pi.rrtion for over 5 years
Mnintonanoc
Gaol for Crime
Inaunity
Other

Total!

I

M
652

2,457

59
71
48

15

1
3,303

(b)

16

8

1
25

(°)

2

2

(a)

420
14

1,241

4
15

7

3 
9
1

(b)

5

10

1,714 ! 15

(a) Divorce Absoluto.

(o)

1

1

(«)
m
521

5 
____

101

Q'LD.
(b) ! (c)

1

5

6

1

1

(a)

234

304

74

9

7
2
1
6

637

3.A.
(b?

1

1

3

1

(a)

250
1 

201

1

1
1

194
22

3
3
1

682

(b)
TAS. 
(a) 

46

N.T.| A.C.~
(a) I (a~

3 6

1
144

1

2

1 !191 ’

(h) Nullity of Hani ago. (0) Judioial Separation.

9

1

13

16

3

25

M 

1,181

4,893

AU3?E;JbIA

142
91
65

1

201
2}
22
25

5

(b)

24

21
5

1
' 51

(°) 

3

3

1

7

Table XI s Grounds on which Pivoroo Absoluto, Nullity of Marriage and Judioial Separation wore Granted ; Australia, Years 1947 to 1951-

1947.

Grounds on 
’.vhich Granted

Div- 
oroo

I
Null­
ity

.Adultery
Adultery and Dusortion
Desortion
Bigamy
Cruelty
Cruolty and Drunkonnoaa
Drunkenness
Impotenoy
Hon-Consummat ion

3,155
54

5,022
4

11
80
28 

1

Judio- 
ial

Se pnr- 
ation

7

1948.

■'.0
2

2

Div- 
orcG

2,191
35 

^„Ml

85
78

Null- 
ity

Judio- 
ial

Sopar- 
ation

7

1919.

26
1
1
2

Div­
orce

Null­
ity

1,720

Separation for over 5 
'baintenanoe 
Gaol for Crime 
Insanity 
rthcr

Total;

15
41
22

201 
??

33

4,123
3

113
55
■'3

119
13
12

18

25

'it li 5 1
"*• '"57

1
12

3

CGMMOTOALTH BiTi;ir.'-n fip .. HP ST TlsTiis, c.,m;'r.r' .

Judio- 
ial

Separ- 
ation

3
2
3

1950.

Div­
orce

Null­
ity

1,192
25 

5,051

1 19 
85 
36

1

li
I

25

Judi o- 
ial

Separ- 
ation

3

4

b ; - I -
7,35^^ J 4g I 11

17TH 1952.

1951-

4-
1

Div­
orce

Null­
ity

1,7M
16 

4,893

142
91

201

25
J.

24

21
5

1

.iudic- 
ial

So par- 
ation

3

3

1


