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The monthly price index-numbers for December, 1942, to.gether with 
comparative figures for ea lier periods, have been issued by the Acting Commonwealth 
Statistic ian.

2. The index reletes to 20 items, which constitute about 85 per cent, of 
tfce total value of exports of merchandise and silver plus gold production. All
export parities are celoulated from actual price quotations from the most reliable and 
representative sources evaixable.

THS .SIKFL3 AGGRgGATJVS INDSX - FXXSE ; AlOHTS.

3. The '’multipiiors used for this series for the period 1928-36 viere the
average annual exports (or production, in the case of gold) during the five years
1928-29 to 1932-33. Since July, 1936, these multipliers have been recalculated on
the basis of average annual exports (production, in the case of gold) during the three
years 193o-34 to 1935-36. 
follow_ng table !-

A auranary of the raovemonts in this index is given in the

5AS3..Slh-rLg. AV3RAG3 OF 1928, = 10.00

r"'
Period

in teims
Australian

'of' in terms of 
British

Average for year - 1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942

1941 - January 
February 
Karch 
April 
¡.lay 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

1942 - January 
February 
March 
April 
Kay 
June 
July 
August 
Septerabsr 
October 
November 

___ Decamber

Currency Currency
1000

847
640
564
566
616
653
656
805
923
699
686
813
826
864
815
821
825
825
824
825
825
827 
828
831
834
834

836
835
835
836
837
833
892
891
893
891
892
891

1000 
842
605 
437
452
492 
521
524 
643
737
559 
548
650 
660
689
651 
655
659 
659
658
659 
659
660 
661
663 
666 
666

667
667
667
667
668
665
712
711
713
711
712
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/4. The yearly



2.

Thy yearly averages increased steadily frcm 1932 to 1935, than 
rapidly during 1936 and 1937, until, in April of the latter year, the pre-depresaion 
level in terras of Australian curroncy had been reached. After th"t rrerth, , ■*

■ ■ It rose sharply in Sep-

4.

After that month, however, ths
index-number fell almost continuously to 630 in May, 1939.
teiaber, October, 1939, with the sale to the British Government of a number of commod­
ities at contract prices in excess of existing rates. Ki;;; ir. —
maintained and the annual average index-number for 1940 shows a sharp rise.

teiaber
Rises in prices have been

1941 the index*nuinbers rose steadily from 815 in January to 834 in Decerabor.
During 

The

increases were due mainly to rises in the prices of wheat, dried fruits and meats. 
The rise in July, 1942, wae duewith gradual increases in ths prices of metals.

to an increase of 15 per cent, in the contract price of wool.

THS^J-ONTH^TO-llONTH INPaX - CHaNGINS "BISHTS

Australis.n products are not marketed regularly throughout the yes.r.5.
wheat are obvious examples of commoditiss which are marketed in relatively 

large quantities at certain periods of tho year. In consequence, while the 'fixed-
’iool and

weight" index indicates satisfactorily the trend of the uiarkct, it does not, by itseilj 
rive an adequate indicetion of the significance of price movements as they actually

- - — ■ ’ ----- -■*------■>” “Changing weightsaffected currant sales.
index given in the table bôlo\».

This is shown much more clearly by the

6. These indux-nujnbers are designed merely for comparisons of current
periods of months of the precedingprices with those of the corresponding months, or periods of months ol the preceaini 

■ ■’ index-numbors are obtained by applying the "idealThe simple month-to-monthyear. — -------- -- —----- --------- -
formula" to prices and quantities exported in corresponding pairs of months, 
index-numbers for periods of two or more months are obtained by combining the month­
ly aggregates in the manner doscribed in the statement of method issued on 29th Niay, 
1*17. The full trade year corresponds to the financial year ending June, 
of the movements in this index is given in the following table:-
1937.

ÎH' AVBj IN _C ORRBSPOND ING, MONTHS 
IR = 1000. '

The

A summary

Ivionth

lionth stated 
compared with 
same month of 
preceding year

Period of trade 
year ending in 
month stated 

compared with same 
period of preced-

1940-41'’ Dec Slab er 
January 
February 
torch 
April 
toy 
June

1,941-42 - July 
August 
Sept ember 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February 
torch 
April 
toy 
June

1942;:42 - July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
De comb er

käs'
1006
1013
1011
1009
1012
1015
1021
1018
1019
1015
1022
1028
1022
1012
1006
1016
1018
1012
1088
1078
1076
1059
1061
1043

ConiBpnv.’oalth Bureau of Census..a.nd,_^>

SöN3SRRA._A,.C.,X.

ing year. 
1099 
1082 
1074 
1067 
1060 
1056 
1053 
1021 
1019 
1019 
1018 
1019 
1020 
1021 
1020 
1018 
1018 
1018 
1018 
1088 
1083 
1081 
1075 
1072 
1067 

S. R. CARVER
Act ing Commonwealth Statistician.


