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MAIN FEATURES

Note : Survey ettimates are oubject to lampling 
variability, as explained in paragraph 8 below.

In July 1980, of 377,400 unemployed petaona looking 
forwi^

- 16.5 pet cent repotted that their main difficulty kn 
findini a job v«a that there were no vacandea in 

their Une of work
- a further 27.5 per cent reported that these were no 

vacancies at aU.

84.6 per cent of flioee looking for fiiUGmc work had 
reBstered with the Commonwealth Employment 
Service, but most of these reglatrants (93.2 per cent) had 
also taken other active steps to Old a job.

214,400 persons had been wage and salary eameta in 
their last fuU-time job and had ceased wosking in it far 

1979 or 1980. Of these

3. The iurvey was bated on a multi-ttage area 
temple of private dwellings (about 30JXX) houses, flats, 
etc.) and non-private dwellings (hotels, motels, etc.) and 
covered about two-thirds of one per cent of the 
population of Australia, The information was obtained 
from the occupants of selected dwellings by carefully 
chosen and specially trained interviewers, the interviews 
being conducted during the two weeks beginning on

3.

Monday, 7 July 1980.

Scope 

4. The lurvey included all peiiona aged fifteen

- 129,500 (60 per cent) had lost their job, been 
retrenched or the job had been temporary ”or

- 84,900 (40 per cent) had left for other tcuom.

yeari and over except:

(a) members of the permanent defence forces

(b) certain diplomatic personnel of overseas 
governments, customarily excluded from census 
and estimated populations

(c) overseas visitors holidaying in Australia

(d) members of non-Australian defence forces (and 
their dependants) stationed in Australia, and

(e) boarding school students, tome patients in 
hospitals and sanatoria, or inmates of gaols, 
reformatories, etc.

DefinUona

explanatory notes

Introduction
In July 1980 a survey, based on the monthly 

population survey, was conducted throughout Australia 
in order to obtain information about unemployed 
persms who had recently been looking for work, 
including particulars of their last job, difficulties 
experienced in finding a job, family status, steps taken 
to find work and duration of last job. The results of 
similar inquiries conducted in previous years were 
published in firiont looking for Work, Autlralh 

(62210).

5. For this survey penoni looking for work were 
defined as all civilians aged IS years and over within the 
scope of the survey who were not employed during the 
survey week, had actively looked for full-time or 
part-time woik at any time in the four weeks up to the 

end of the survey week, and :

5.

This publication contain. only a summary of the 
...... important results of the survey. Mote detailed 
estimates, which will be published at soon as pott'ble, 
are available on request The estimates shown on

2. 
more

(1) were available for work in the survey week, or 
would have been available except for temporary 
fllness (Le. lasting for lets than four weekt to 
the end of the turvey week); or

(ii) were waiting to start a new job within four 
weeks from the end of the survey week and 
would have started m the survey week if the job 

had been available then.

preliminary and are lubject to revidon.

PerioM waiting to be called back to a full-time 
UI part-time job from which they had been rtood down 
without pay for lera than four weekt up to the end of

6.
or



2 3

the survey week (Including the whole of the survey 
week) for reasons other than bad weather or plant 
breakdown were not included in the survey. In July 
1980 there were on estimated 8,000 persons in this 
category. Ag such persons are classified as unemployed 
in the labour force survey, the number of persons 
looking for work shown in this publication does not 
agree with the number of unemployed published in The 
Labour Force, AuttmUa (6203.0). Furthermore, for a 
small number of unemployed persom the additional 
information necessary for this survey could not be 
obtained. Although the estimation procedures take 
account of this, estimates for some characteristics will be 
affected.

sampling variability would seriously detract from their 
Value for most reasonable uses. Although figures for 
these small components can. In some cases, be derived 
by subtrsction they should not be regarded as reliable. 
More information about this topic will be found in The 
Labour Force, Australia (6203.0).

Retited pabUatloiu

9. Other ABS pubUcatlom which may be of
intereit include :

7. Srare oepUal citlet referí to the 1976 Population
Ceniui State Metropolitan Statiitlcal Divisions.

RoUabfllty of the estimates
6. Since the estimates in this publication are based
on information obtained from occupants of a sample of 
dwelling! they are subject to sampling variability; that is 
they may differ from the figures that would have been 
produced if all dwellings had been included in the 
survey. One measure of the likely difference is given by 
the itandard error. There are about two chances in three 
that a laniple estimate will differ by less than one 
standard error from the figure tliat would have been 
obtained if aU dwellings had been included, and about 
nineteen chances in twenty that the difference will be 
less than two itandard errora A table of estimated 
standard enori for this survey is shown below. Estimates 
with a standard error of more than about 27 per cent 
I ive not been shown in this publication, as the degree of

77ie Labour Fence, Australia (6203.0)

Labour Force Experience, Auitralla (6206.0)

Arsons not 6i the Labour Force, AuttmUa (6220.0)

Person! Looking for Work, AuitraUa (6222.0)

Labour Mobility, Autimba (6209.0)

The Labour Force : Educational Attainment, 
AuitmUa (6235.0)

iO. AU cunent pubUcstlons produced by the ABS
are listed in Catalogue of Publications (1101.6) which is 

available free of charge from any ABS office.

Symbols and other uioges
* subject to sampling variability too high for most 

practical uses. See paragraph 8 above.
na. not available
.. not applicable.

Because figures have been rounded, 
discrepancies may occur between sums of the 
component items and totals.

R. J. CAMERON 
Australian Statistician

STANDARD ERRORS OF ESTIMATES

TABLE 1. PERSONS LOOKING FOR WORK s DURATION AND NUMBER OP PERlODi OF UNEMPLOYMENT X) 
Di PREVIOUS TWELVE MONTHS (b), JULY 1980 

fOOO)

Number of periodi of 
urumployineni bi prevloui 

twelve namtht

One 
Two 
Three or more

ntel

One
Two
Three or snore

Tote¡

One 
Two 
Three or more

Total

Duration of unempioymtnt ¡n prtviout tvabt montlu fwatlct)

1 end 
under3

Send 
under 4

4<nif 
wider 8

8 and 
under ¡3

¡Send 
under 26

36 Itti
under i9 under ¡3 S3 linei

t.9

a.9

1X8

138

2L6

21.6

9.6 1S.9

10.4 18.9

MALES

16.9
3.6

335

FEMALES

1S.3

¡36

24.9

26.0

16.6

IS.1

3X5 
12

37.0

11.9

¡4.8

PERSONS

28.8
3.8

374

23.4
10.1
X9

29.0 
X7
4.7

1X8
X3

409 155.4
33.8
13.0

37.4 434 30,8 40.9 30Zt

2X4
X4

339

43.9 
13J 

XO

MJ

(«) Include! cunent pectod or luiemiilorinenL (b) Up to and includins tha aurvay week.

2X3
6.8
3.4

336

5X5
ÎX4
XI

764)

9.3
4.1

X.9 14X8
19.5 
X9

243 36.9 ¡73.3

20.0 
1X4

77.8 3042 
5X3 
19.9

36J 77.8 3774

TABLEX PERSONS LOOKING FOR WORKS MAIN DIFFICULTY IN FINDING WORK 
AND DURATION OF CURRENT PERIOD OP UNEMPLOYMENT, JULY 1980

DurtUon of current parlad ofunemptaymenl (weekt)

Main dlfflcutiy 
InflndbMnorh

land 
under 4

4and 
laidirS

Send ¡Send 36 end
under ¡3 under 36 under 39

-■000-

39 end 
over Total

4 vernie 
duration 

of current 
period of 

fur eanl unemploy.
of total

-»-
meni

- weeks-

Site of 
attintala 
(ferioni)

Approxhnete itandard emr 
of eiilmatei

feraom
fercent 

of aitlmate

Site of 
etllmate 
Ifinoni)

Approximate itandard error 
of eitimatei

RntDiif
fer cent 

ofeitlmate

Own ill halth or handicap 
Conridaed by emptoyeri to be too 

young or too old
Unsuitable hours
Too tar to travri/traniport problemi 
Lacked necesiary educaUon, training 

or akUl'
Iniudlcient work experku,.'« 
No vacanclei in II«' nt werk 
Novscanclnatall
Other dVDcultles 
No difflcultlei reported

----------3.2---------- ---------- 3.2------------ 7.2 14.8 3.9 59.4

4.2 3.8
---------4.7-----------

4.7 l.t

32 3.3
--------- 3.6-----------

10.0 164

5.7 4.3 4.0 46

4X9 
10.6 
2X1

13.0
X8 
XI

41.7
21.3
26.8

Total

11
19

14.5 
1X0
4.3

1X9

63.9

10 
4.1 

104 
13.0
4.3

3.2 
3.8 
X8 

14.9
3.2

-----------IS-------------

6.1
8.9

11.0
17.1
5.1

6.7 
XS 
XO

18.0

XI 
1X3
9.5 

2X8
X8

30.3 
41.4 
6X1

103.8 
2X0 
1X4

XO 
11.0 
1X3 
27.3
X9 
43

344 
3X2 
3X1 
2X7 
3X1

5.6

324 464 64S 604 894 3774 1004 304

3,000
4,000 

XOOO
10,000 

20;000

800
9”n 

1,'too 

1,400 
XOUO

26.7 

2X3
30.0

14.0
1X0

30,000 

100,000 

200,000 

300,000 

300,000

2,900 

3,900
3,100 

6,000
7,200

5.8 

3.9 
X6 

XO
1.4

TABLEX PERSONSLOOKINGFORWORKsWHENLASTWORKEDCa)  
AND PLACE CW RESIDENCE, JULY 1980 

_______________ £00«_______________

State oapttaldtlea Othaereat Total

When hit 
norhed fa) Mala

MvrM AU
woffien ftinalet fanoni iSelet

Marrlad AU
nomen fetndbt Tnaont ¡dalea

Merrtad 48
nomen femtlet terdmi

During 1980 
During 1979 
BWdre 1979 
Nevas woikadta)

6X2 
19.4 
19.1 
1X8

11.4
7.2

21.8

31.3
17.6
33.9
33.1

97.6
47.0
33.0
3X9

39.4 
1X9 

9.7 
94

4.7
4.8

116

19.0 
1X4 
1X5 
19.5

5X4 
25.2 
2X3 
29.1

1054 
4X3 
2X9 
23,4

1X1 
1X0 
35.3
X4

30.3 
29.9 
5X4 
4X6

156.0 
7X2 
81.3 
6X0

Total 130.5 432) 105^ 2X4 714 23.7 694 1414 20X1 M.7 173.3 3774

(a) In a AiU-lline lob laetlng Iwo waeki oi more.
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the survey week (Including the whole of the survey 
week) for reasons other than bad weather or plant 
breakdown were not included in the survey. In July 
1980 there were on estimated 8,000 persons in this 
category. Ag such persons are classified as unemployed 
in the labour force survey, the number of persons 
looking for work shown in this publication does not 
agree with the number of unemployed published in The 
Labour Force, AuttmUa (6203.0). Furthermore, for a 
small number of unemployed persom the additional 
information necessary for this survey could not be 
obtained. Although the estimation procedures take 
account of this, estimates for some characteristics will be 
affected.

sampling variability would seriously detract from their 
Value for most reasonable uses. Although figures for 
these small components can. In some cases, be derived 
by subtrsction they should not be regarded as reliable. 
More information about this topic will be found in The 
Labour Force, Australia (6203.0).

Retited pabUatloiu

9. Other ABS pubUcatlom which may be of
intereit include :

7. Srare oepUal citlet referí to the 1976 Population
Ceniui State Metropolitan Statiitlcal Divisions.

RoUabfllty of the estimates
6. Since the estimates in this publication are based
on information obtained from occupants of a sample of 
dwelling! they are subject to sampling variability; that is 
they may differ from the figures that would have been 
produced if all dwellings had been included in the 
survey. One measure of the likely difference is given by 
the itandard error. There are about two chances in three 
that a laniple estimate will differ by less than one 
standard error from the figure tliat would have been 
obtained if aU dwellings had been included, and about 
nineteen chances in twenty that the difference will be 
less than two itandard errora A table of estimated 
standard enori for this survey is shown below. Estimates 
with a standard error of more than about 27 per cent 
I ive not been shown in this publication, as the degree of

77ie Labour Fence, Australia (6203.0)

Labour Force Experience, Auitralla (6206.0)

Arsons not 6i the Labour Force, AuttmUa (6220.0)

Person! Looking for Work, AuitraUa (6222.0)

Labour Mobility, Autimba (6209.0)

The Labour Force : Educational Attainment, 
AuitmUa (6235.0)

iO. AU cunent pubUcstlons produced by the ABS
are listed in Catalogue of Publications (1101.6) which is 

available free of charge from any ABS office.

Symbols and other uioges
* subject to sampling variability too high for most 

practical uses. See paragraph 8 above.
na. not available
.. not applicable.

Because figures have been rounded, 
discrepancies may occur between sums of the 
component items and totals.

R. J. CAMERON 
Australian Statistician
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•1 •aiE4 PERSONS LOOKING FOR WORK! ACTIVE STEW TAKEN TO FIOT WORK AND 
WlSrti^G FOIiroLL-n«OR PART-TIME WWE, WLY1980

T/NmÍv steps taken to find work 
jrStfVwit period of unemployment

Registued with the Commonwealth Employment 
Service (CES) and-
Took no oth« active steps
Applied to prospectiva employas 
in puaon or by poU or tdephone

Took oth« active steps (a)
Total rethtered with the CES

Not lagistued with the CES and-
Applied to prospective employ«a

In person or by post oi telephone 
Took oth« active Ueps (a) 
Tbtt/ not regliterej witb the CES

Looklitt for fuU-ltiM work Lootmi for partttmt work

Tortil

Kala

(.6

151 5 
6.1 

168.1

7J.4

21.4

187.5

FemMei Ptrmu Malet Frmtlti Immola

10.0

9i2
3.4 

Í05.Í

186

243.8
9.4

271.8
1 3.1

Í4

9.0

26.5

2S.2

133.9

46.9

49.6

3214

9.2

11.2

14.6

8.1

29.3
3.6

32.9

414

11.9

38.6
55

44.1

SM

(a) include, pmeoo. who eontnclad frlrntda. reia'lTiro, other p«on. and tho« who r..bt.r.d with an mnployn.«.. ...ncy othw than th. 

CES.

E S PERSONS FOR WORK WHO WERE WAGE OR SALARY EARNERSINTHEW LAST
T .TniE JOB LASTING TWO WEEKS OR MORE AND WHO FINISHED FiOWil W IN T^AT

JOB IN 1979 OR 1980 : AGE {th DURATION WTOB AND REASON FOR LEAVING, JULY 1980
TABLE 5.

Duration of lati 
full-time lob fb)

At« poup (yean)

¡S-19 20-24 25-34 3} and over Malet

Total

Femalet Pertont

lost UST 3OB, RETRENCHED. OR lOB TEMPORARY OR SEASONAL

Jte AUSTRALIAN BUREAU OF STATISTICS Canberra
Jj, AUHTRAUA..,!.Aww«®!“*- ___________________________

F)
C

PERSONS LOOKING FOR WORK, AUSTRALIA, JUNE 1981 (PRELIMINARY)

101

it 19 c

*iMiGSmGS for more informotion about thaaa siartBi«»—contact Mr Dannia Scobla on Canberra 
, (062) 62 6603 or any of our State offices.

«MAIL INQUIRIES^

othar intfuiriaa induifinff copiaa of pubficationa—contect Information Servicaa on 
ICanberra (062) 62 6627 or ’n any of our State off ices.
' wrka to Informetion Servicaa, ASS, P.O. Box 10, Balconnen, A.C.T. 2616 or any of our 
State offices.

MAIN FEATURES

Note ! Survty atOeiaiat an ueb/aet to aaaipbng 
vnrieMaty.uexpkUntdlnpeoeigrapktbtlow.

In Jimc INI there were 3423NpenoMlookhig for 

work.

3. The iurvey wai bated on a multi-stage area sample

Und« 8 weeks 
8 weeks and und« 26 weeks 
26 weeks and und« 52 weeks

lotal under I year 

1 year and und« 2 yeus 
2 yeus and und« 3 yeus 
3 yeus and undn 5 yeus 
5 yeus and ov«

Total

11.2
14.6
7.0

32.8

3.5

84 
1X0
85

28.9

4.4

6.4
7.1
4.7

182

38.2

J 3.5

37.9

3- 4.4

-£ :

6.0
3.7
4.4

14.1

Í ’-i
7.1

21.1
24.0
17.4

62.1

10.0
3.9
4.5
84

10.9
13.4

7.2

31.1

3.4

3X0 
37.3 
U7

94.0

13.4 
5.9 
6.3 
9.9

i

21.7 27.7 89.3 40.2 129.1

LEFT LAST JOB FOR OTHER REASONS (c)

2S74N persons were seeking fuU-tlme employineiit 
and of these, S2 J per cent were rcgiatcred srHh the 
Commonwealth Employment Service. 91A par cent 
of theec regbtrants had also taken other active stepe 

toflndajob.

594M persons were looking for a part-thnejob and 
2SJ per cent of theee were registered wfh the 
Commonwealtb Emptoyasent Service.

of private dwellinp (about 30,000 houses, flatt, etc.) and 
non-private dwellings (hotels, motels, etc.) and covered 
about two-thirds of one per cent of the population of 
Australia. The information was obtained from the 
oocupanu of selected dwellings by carefully chosen and 
specially trained interviewers, the interviews being 
conducted during the two weeks beginning on Monday, 8 

June INI.

SkOft

4. The survey included all persons aged fifteen years

and over except:

(a) members of the permanent defence forces

Uni« 8 weeks
8 weeks tnd und« 26 weeks 
26 weeks ind und« 52 weeks

Total under 1 year

1 yew end und« 2 yeus
2 years and und« 3 years
3 years and und« 5 ye«s
5 years and ov«

Total

3-

5.6
5.9
5.1

16.6

80

20.1

6.4
4.3

13.3

5.1
3.5
4.3

27.2

1

3.3

9.1

5.1

3.0
3.0

1 4.7

5.6

-{

Í :
! 21.2

ALL REASONS

4.2

/«4

6.4
11.0 
87

26./

6.9
3.5
4.7
5.4

4S.Í

4.5
7.7
6.7

18.9

5.9
5.5
5.2

JS.3

10.9 
187
15.4

41.0

iZl 
9.1 
9.9
8.2

84.9

i3,lM persom looking for work (16.4 par cent) 
reported that their mein diffleuHy in flmHiig a job 
was that there were no vacancies in tbskr line of 
work and a ftarther M3N (234 per cent) leportad 
that there were no vacandee at al. In Jnly INI the 
proportioBs were KJ per cent and 27J per cent 

respectively. 

(b) certain diplomatic personnel of overseas govern­
ments, customarily excluded from censiu and 
estimated populations

(c) overseas visitors holidaying in Australia

(d) members of non-Australian defence forces (and 
their dependants) stationed in Australia, and

EXPLANATORY NOTES

(e) boarding school students, some patients in 
hospitals and sanatoria, or inmates of gaols, 
reformatories, etc.

Detinitlom

Und« 8 weeks 
8 weeks and und« 26 weeks 
26 wedia and undw 52 weeks

Total under I year 

1 yau and und« 2 years 
2 yeus and undn 3 yeus 
3 yeus and und« 5 yeus 
5 yeus and tmt

Total

16.8
20.5 
12.1

49.4

5.8

3.1

5A3

-c

11.0 
184 
1X7

421

9.6 
4.6 
6.8

65.2

8.2 
11.5

8.0

27.7

5.1
5.0
4.3
4.8

4<S

6.9
5.7
7.1

¡9.7

5.6
3.6
3.8

11.3

44D

21.5
35.0
26.1

886

16.9
7.4
9.2

13.9

135.9

15.4
21.1
13.9

10.4

9.2
1.6
7.0
4.3

784

429 
56.1 
4ao

/59.0

26.1
15.0
16.2 
181

2144
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lidrodnctloa
In June INI a survey, based on the monthly 

population survey, was conducted throughout Australia 
in Older to obtain information about unemployed persons 
who had recently been looking for work, including 
particulan of their last job, difficulties experienced in 
finding a job, family status, steps Uken to find work and 
duration of last job. The results of simUar inquiries 
conducted in previous years were published in Ptrtoiu 
looking for Work, AisMmWii (W22.0).

This publication contains only a summary of the 
important results of the survey. More detailed 

estimates, which will be published as soon as possible, are 
available on request. The estimates shown are preliminary

2. ' 
more

and are subject to revision.

5. For this survey ptrioru looking for work were
defined os all civilians aged IS years and over within the 
scope of the survey who were not employed during the 
survey week, had actively looked for full-time or part- 
time work at any time in the four weeks up to the end of 
the survey week, and:

(a) weie available for work in the survey week, or 
would have been available except for temporary 
illness (i.e. lasting for less than four weeks to the 
end of the survey week); or

(b) were waiting to start a newjob within four week! 
from the end of the survey week and would have 
started in the survey week if the job had been 

available then.


