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MAIN FEATURES

There were 223,129 live births registered in Australia in 
1979, 1,052 fewer than in 1978, The crude birth rate 
has declined further, to 15.5 per 1,000 mean population 
in 1979. South Australia has the lowest crude birthrate 
(14.3), followed by Victoria (15,0). The highest crude 
birthrates are in the Northern Territory (24.5) and the 
Australian Capital Territory (20.2), both of which have 
substantially younger population distributions than the 
national average.

The (female) net reproduction rate for Australia fell 
below replacement level in 1976 and declined further in 
1979 to 0.922.

The median age of parents of nuptial children continued 
to rise in 1979. Median ages were 29.5 and 26.5 for 
fathers and mothers respectively. The median age of 
mothers experiencing their first nuptial confinement in 
1979 was 25.1 years. This median age has increased since 
1966 when it was 23.0 years.

Of those mothers experiencing nuptial confinements in 
1979, 39.5 per cent had no previous issue from the 
existing marriage. The average issue of all mothers 
experiencing nuptial confinements was 2.0.

The median duration of marriage for nuptial first 
confinements was 2.4 years. 1979 was the first year 
since 1963 in which the duration did not increase.

The number of ex-nuptial births increased slightly in 
1979 to 26,110 (11.7 per cent of live births registered in 
19791.

There were 1,910 still births recorded in 1979, 210 less 
than the previous year. The still birth rate, 8.5 per 1.000 
live and still births, is the lowest on record, about half 
the rates of the early 19505.

EXPLANATORY NOTES

Date of occurrence and date of registration
With the exception of Table 21, the statistics in 

this publication refer to births registered by the State 
and Territorial registrars during the year shown. There is 
usually an interval between the occurrence and 
registration of a birth and. as a result of delay in 
registration, some births occurring in one year are not 
registered until the following year or even later. 
However, 96 per cent of all births are usually registered 
within .3 monihs of occurrence.

Statistics for States and Territories
2. Statistics for States and Territories are compiled 
and presented in respect of the State or Territory where 
the registration took j^ace. A birth may take place in a 
State other than the State in which the mother usually 
re^itdes, particularly in an area near a State border. Table 
20 indicates the extent to which this occurs. Births 
which took place optsde Australia are excluded from 
the statistics.

Definitions
3. Births. For statistics in this publication, the 
term birth relates, unless otherwise stated, to a live birth 
i.e. a product of conception, irrespective of the duration 
of pregnancy, which, after expulsion or extraction from 
its mother, breathes or shows any other evidence of life 
such as heart-beat.

4. Confinements are the number of pregnancies 
resulting in at least one live birth. Multiple confinements 
are confinements resulting in two or more births, at least 
one of which is live born.

5. Stillbirths are products of conception of at least 
20 weeks gestation or at ’“ast 400 grammes wei^t 
which, after expulsion or extraction from their mother, 
did not breathe or show any other evidence of life such 
as heart-beat.

6. Nuptiality. Live births are identified as nuptial
where the father registered was married to the mother at 
the time of the birth, or where the husband died during 
the pregnancy. Confinements and children of Aboriginal 
mothers considered to be tribally married are classified 
as nuptial. Other confinements, and the children 
resulting from them, are classified as ex-nuptial whether 
or not the parents were living together at the time of the 
birth and whether or not the child may subsequently 
have been legitimated or adopted. The high ex-nuptial 
rate for the Northern Territory is due in part to 
difficulties in determining whether Aboriginal mothers 
are, or are not, tribally married.

7. Previous issue. Tables relating to previous issue 
exclude stillbirths and the issue of former marriages. 
However, in some States they include- children by the 
same father who were born to the mother before the 
marriage, and legally adopted children.

8. The crude birth rate is the number of live births 
registered during the calendar year per 1,000 of mean 
population.

9. Age-specific birth rates are the live births 
registered during the calendar year, according to age of 
mother, per 1,000 of the female population of the same 
age as estimated for 30 June. For calculating these rates, 
births to mothers under IS are included in the 15-19 
female age group, and births to mothers aged 50 and 
over are included in the 45-49 female age group. Pro rata 
adjustment is made in respect of births for which age of 
mother is not given.

10. Total fertility is obtained by summing the 
5-year age-specific birth rates and multiplying by 5. It 
represents the number of children 1,000 women would 
bear during their lifetimes if they experienced the rates 
of the year shown.

11, The female gross reproduction rate is the sum 
of the female age-specific fertility rates (i.e. the number 
of female live births according to age of mother per 
1,000 females of that age) multiplied by 5 and divided 
by 1,000. It represents the average number of daughters
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that would be born per woman in a group of women all 
of whom survive to the end of the reproductive period 
and bear daughters at each age in accordance with the 
rates prevailing during that year. It is an indication of 
the extent to which the population would reproduce 
itself under these conditions, except that it does not 
allow for females who fail to survive to the end of the 
childbearing period.

gestation period of at least 28 weeks applied in all States 
and Territories. TItc current definition of at least 20 
weeks or 400 grammes weight was adopted by all States 
and Territories in 1973. In addition, the registration of 
stillbirths was voluntary in Tasmania prior to 1967. The 
registration of stillbirths is, for various reasons, not as 
complete as the registration of live births, particularly 
for the smaller States and Territories.

12. The female net reproduction rate allows for
such mortality. It is obtained by multiplying the female 
age-specific birth rates by the proportion of survivors at 
corresponding ages in a life table, adding the products 
and dividing by 1,000. The female net reproduction rate 
represents the average number of daughters born to a 
group of women who are subjected to the fertility rates 
of that year and to the mortality rates of the life table.

Additional statistics available
18. In some cases, the ABS can also make available
information which is not published. This information 
may be made available in one or more of the following 
forms: microfiche, photocopy, data tape, computer
printout, clerically-extracted tabulation. Generally, a

13. Masculinity is the number of male live births

charge is made for providing unpublished information. A 
list of unpublished tables that are produced annually are 
attached in the Appendix.

per 100 female live births. Related publications

14. Median is that value (age or duration of
19. Other ABS publications which may be of

marriage) which divides the relevant population into two 
equal parts, one half of the cases falUng below this value 
and one half exceeding it.

interest to users of this publication include :

15. The stillbirth rate is the number of stillbirths

Demography, No. 86. J 969-70 (3101.0), which 
includes the number of live births registered and 
crude birth rates for each year from 1901 to 1970.

per 1,000 of births both live and stillborn. Australian Demographic Statistics Quarterly

Break in continuity of series
16. Aboriginal births. Figures for years prior to
1966 exclude births identified as full-blood Aboriginal. 
The rates for years prior to 1966 are based on the 
population excluding full-blood Aboriginals.

(3101.0)

Deaths, Australia, 1978(3302.0)

Perinatal Deaths. Australia, 1978(3304.0)

20. Current publications produced by the ABS are

17. Stillbirths. Prior to 1969, stillbirths were
defined as products of conception not born alive and of 
at least 28 weeks gestation in all States and Territories 
except New South Wales where the gestation period was 
at least 7 months. From 1969 to 1972, a uniform

listed in the Catalogue of Publications, Australia 
(1101.0) which is available free of charge from any 
office of the ABS.

Symbols and other usages
— nil or rounded to zero
r figure or series revised since previous issue

n.a.

(where a line drawn across a column between two 
consecutive figures) break in continuity of series 

not available
not applicable
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SUMMARY OF RESULTS

The trend since at least the early 19708 towards fewer births and lower fertility continued in 1979. The more. __ . . .... ' - ------------V-..WW «.,u wiiiiiiucu UI 17/?. jnc more
unportant results are summarised below. This summary is not intended, and should not be taken, to be a detailed analysis of 
fertility trends.

Numbers of births and confinements
Tlw 223,129 live births registered in 1979 continued the decline since the peak of 1971 (276,362). Nuptial 

25 M9'to^*H0°"' *" 197,019 in 1979, but ex-nuptial births increased slightly over the same period from

The live births in 1979 were the result of 220,968 confinements.

GRAPH I. NUPTIAL AND EX-NI’PTIAI. BIRTHS. AUSTRALIA. IMl-l«?«
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Crude birth ratei

The 1979 crude rate, at 15.5 per thousand of mean population, was the lowest ever recorded for Australia. It 
compares with 15.7 in 1978 and 16.4 in 1934, the lowest before the recent downturn.

GRAPH 1. CRUDE BIRTH RATES. AUSTRALIA, 1961-1979 
(Live MtRh per 1996 mean population)
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Age*specific and total fertility rates
The following graph shows age-specific and total fertility rates plotted against a logarithmic scale, so that rates 

of increase or decrease at different levels of fertility are indicated by the slopes of the curves. After a continuous decline for 
more than thirty years in the rates for age groups 3034 years and above, there were small increases in 1979. Fertility at ages 
2029 continued the decline which began in 1961, and fertility at ages 15-19, which had increased since the 1939-45 War 
until 1970, also began to decline thereafter. The total fertility rate, the sum of the age-speciOc rates, declined from its 
postwar peak of 3,547 in 1961 to the lowest rate ever recorded in Australia, 1,935 in 1979, which was well below the 
population replacement level.

GRAPH 3. AGE SPECIFIC FERTILITY RATES AND TOTAL FERTILITY. AUSTRALIA. 1MM979 
(Number of birth« per ISM female population In each are group of mother. Total fertility b the mm of 
the age - «pecific rate« multiplied by S.|
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The contribution of each age group to toul fertility can be seen in the next graph. The relative contribution of 
those of older aget (30 and over) had declined from 30.3 per cent of total fertility in 1961 to 24.9 per cent in 1975 and 
1976, thereafter increasing slightly to 26.7 per cent in 1979. The contribution of those of the most fertile ages (25-29) 
increased from 31.2 per cent of total fertility in 1961 to 37.3 per cent in 1979.

GRAPH 4. ACr SPECIFIC AND TOTAL FERTILITY. CtlMUlATIVE PRESENTATION 
AUSTRALIA, 1961-1979
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per woman

2

0
1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 19791966 1967 1968 1969 1970
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Total fertility rate* in the States and Territories
The ranking in the level of fertility of the States and Territories has changed since 1961. The Northern 

Territory, because of the effect of Aboriginal fertility, has been consistently well above all States and the Australian Capital 
Territory. New South Wales, which had the lowest fertility in the early 19608, moved up to a fertility level in 1979 which was 
hi^er than that of Victoria, South Australia and Western Australia. Since 1970, South Australia has become the lowest 
fertility State. In 1979, it had a total fertiliry rate of 1,756, which i. well I Mow population replacement level. The Northern 
Territory, the Australian Capital Territory and Queensland recorded rates of 2,971, 2,107 and 2,033 respectively in 1979, 
which are above the national average.

GRAPH S. TOTAL FERTILITY RATES, STATES AND TERRITORIES. 1979
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In Australia, declines in fertility were due to smaller families and, more recently, to the deferment of the first 
child. The proportions of higher order births to total births declined This is indicated in the following graphs which (for 
1969 and 1979) compare nuptial births, according to birth order, and ex-nuptial births, all as proportions of total births. 
Ex-nujRial births increased slightly while nuptial births declined in recent years resulting in an increase in the proportion of 
ex-nu^ial births to total births. In 1979, 11.7 per cent of all births were ex-nuptial compared with 7 9 per cent in 1969. 
Second nuptial births as a proportion of all births increased from 26.9 per cent to 30.4 per cent whi'* fourth nuptial births 
fell from 7.7 per cent to 5.0 per cent and those of higher order from 7.3 per cent to 2.4 per cent. The proportions of first and 
third nuptial births changed little on a comparison of the two years.

GBAFH «. NUPTIAI BIBTHS BY BIBTH OBDEB AND EXNVPTIAL BIBTHS. AVSTBALIA. IW« and 1979

(Each category m pcKMt of total MtBm.)

1969 1979

FIRST 54.6^ FIRST .M90(

■SFCOND26 9q SECOND 30.4%

Fx>nupiiul 1 Vtk E«-nuptial 11.7%

FIFTH AND HIGHER 7 3% FIFTH AND HIGHER 2.4%'

FOURTH 7 7% THIRD 15 7% FO( RTH ‘THIRD 15.6%
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Duration of marnsge at birth of child

durations of marriage at birth of child has narrowed. During the
* P™I»5“ons of confinements of marriages of very short and very long duration have decreased notably 

from the graphs below. For instance, in 1969 14.2 pet cent of nuptial confinements were to marriages c'' '
duration, compared to 9.4 per cent in 1979 (and 9.3 per cent in 1978). For marriages whose duration 
the [M^oportion of confinements fell from 12.7 to 9.6

same
as appears

were to marriages of less than one year’s

per cent.
was 10 years or over,

Confinements to marriages of (me year and less than two years, and of two years and less than three. ------jvai auu icM umii iwu ycMis, ano or iwo years ano less than thichanged little between 1978 and 1979 (from 10.2 per cent to 10.0 per cent, and from II.1 per cent to 11 2 
resoectivelv) after (rraHiiflI J« ____

years,
respectively) after gradual declines in preceding years. per cent

GRAPH 7. NVPTIAL CONFINEMENTS BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE. Al’STRAl.IA, 1969-1979 
(Number in cacb duration caletory at proportion of all nuptial conftn«nentB.|

1969 1979
I >ear

I et* than I year.

20 veart and over <

15-19 vean
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Median age of mother at time of confinement
in the late 1960s, after a long period during which the median ages of n< jthers at time of confinement 

declined, median ages began to rise. The rise, which was most pronounced for first nuptial confinements, continued into 
1979. The median age fsr first nuptial confinements increased from 24.9 years in 1978 to 25.1 years in 1979, for all nuptial 
confinements from 26.6 to 26.9 years and for all mothers from 26.3 to 26.S years. The median age for mothers of ex*nuptiai 
confinements was 21.6 yeais in 1979 which was slightly higher than in 1978.

The graph beJow shows median ages of the various categories of mothers in 1969 and 1979.

GRAPH I. MEDIAN AGES OF MOTHERS AT TIME OF CONFINEMENT.

Median age 
(yean)
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19791969 1969 1979 1969
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CONFINEMENTS

ALL NUPTIAL 
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Pwclttt' birthpbce«

The next graph shows the proportion of confinements in 1979 according to the Urthplices of the parenta. In 
nearly 56 pet cent of all conflnements the parents were born In Australia. The proportion of conflnementt where only the 
mother was born overseas (10.4 pet cent) was higher than that where only the father was born overseas (7.1 per cent) but less 
than that where both parents were born overseas (14.9 pet cent). Father’s birthplace is not recorded for all ex-nuptial 
confinements, and is not shown on the grapn.

ca Am «. BiiTHS Accoaomc to aiaHTPLACES of pabents. len 
(Eadi ait«g<M7 ts pcaenled at a fmfMrttoa of aH Mrtba.)

Both parents bom in Australia 
$5.9%

Both p«reni> born overteat
I4.99F

Ex-nuptial births-

Mother bom in Australia
10.1%

Father only born overseas* 
7.1%

Mother bom overseas
I.Mt

Mother only bom overseas 
10.4%
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TABLE 1. LIVE BIRTHS : STATES AND TERRITORIES, 1946 TO 1979

Vic. Qld Sji. IM. Tai. N.T. A.C.T. Auitralia

MALES

Annual aveiagei - 
1946-1950 
1951-1955 
1956-1960 
1961-1965
1966-1970 
1971-1975

35,397 
37,796 
40,889
42486
42.369 
46,025

24,322 
27472 
31,493 
33449
35445 
35,115

14398 
15409
17486 
18,155
18,134 
19,629

8,356 
9,264

10,200 
11,008
10445 
10,854

6,730 
8,028 
8,713
8.668

10,012 
11,027

3,608 
3.973 
4,370
4,357
4,096 
3,850

145 
243 
358 
466

1,087 
1,385

379 
472 
679 
988

1,438 
2,162

93,335 
103,257 
114,288 
119,777
123,326 
130,047

Annual totaU -
1974
1975
1976
1977 
1978
1979

44,465 
41,646 
40,103 
39,908
39.698 
39,679

33493 
31,904 
31,068 
30,803 
30402 
29,709

19405 
18466 
18405 
18,009 
17,771 
18,146

10,489 
10412
9,838 
9,907 
9,496
9420

10,282
10,460 
10,663
10,717
10,657
10,405

3,760 
3,605 
3,464 
3,463
3,438 
3,418

1,444 
1,111 
1,348 
1,342
1.407 
1,451

2,257 
2,246
2.349 
2.402 
2,295 
2,285

126,295 
119,850 
116438 
116451 
114,964
114,613

FEMALES

Annual avcfigei - 
1946-1950 
1951-1955 
1956-1960 
1961-1965
1966-1970 
1971-1975

33,459 
35,941 
38,724 
40,311
40,191 
43.606

23,050 
26,198 
29,786
31,644
33410 
33,390

13,605 
15,074 
16485 
17402
17444 
18,679

7414
8,781 
9,777

10,369
10,365 
10428

6.400 
7,696
8,209
8,192
9,414

10,467

3,456 
3,801 
4,147 
4,082
3,883 
3,720

144
225 
336 
431

1,047 
1473

355
450
607
944

1,345
2,026

88.383 
98.166

108.171
113,175
116,999 
123,389

Annual totals -
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979

*•1,697 
39,272 
38,389 
38,088 
38,075 
37,455

32,208 
29,993 
29499 
28,715
28,659 
28,058

18,247 
17,737 
17,238 
16426
16,694 
17,049

9,692 
9,774
9,109 
9,353
9,062 
8458

9,925 
9478 

10,007
9,934 
9454 

10,064

3,638
3,377
3,238
3,272
3,350
3,339

1,364 
1,007 
1,259 
1,216 
1,285 
1,391

2,111
2,124
2,133
2,236
2,138
2,202

118,882 
113,162 
110,972 
109,740 
109,217
108416

TOTAL

Annual avmget - 
1946-1950 
1951-1955 
1956-1960 
1961-1965
1966-1970 
1971-1975

68456 
73,737
79,613 
82,897
82460 
89,631

47472 
53,770
61.279 
65,193
68,755 
68405

28,003 
30483 
34.171 
35,357
35,378 
38,308

16,270 
18,045 
19,977
21,377
21,310 
21,082

13,130 
15,724 
16,922
16,860
19,426 
21,494

7,064 
7,774 
8417
8,439
7,979 
7470

289
468
694
897

2,134
2,658

734 
922

1.266 
1,932
2,783 
4,188

181,718 
201,423 
222.459
232.952
240,325 
253,436

Annual toUli - 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979

86.162 
80.918
78,492 
77,996 
77,773
77,134

66,201 
61,897
60,667 
59418 
58461 
57,767

37,852 
36,403 
35,243 
34,935 
34,465
35,195

20.181 
19,986 
18,947 
19,260 
18458 
18,478

20,207 
20,338 
20,670 
20,651
20,611 
20.469

7,398 
6,982 
6,702 
6,735 
6,788 
6,757

2,808 
2,118 
2,607 
2458
2.692 
2,842

4,368 
4,370
4,482 
4,638 
4,433 
4,487

245,177 
233,012
227,810 
226491 
224,181 
223,129

TABLE 2. CRUDE BIRTH RATES: STATES AND TERRITORIES, 1946 TO 1979

MAH'. Vic. Qld S.A. Wji. Tat. N.r. A.C.T. Austnlu

Avera<e annual rates - 
1946-1950 
1951-1955 
1956-1960 
1961-1965
1966-1970 
1971-1975

22.6 
21.8
21.6 
204
18.9 
18.7

224
22.4
224
21.4
20.6
18.9

24.7 
24.1
23.8 
224
20.4 
19.3

24.4
23.3
22.3
21.1
18.9
17.3

25.2
25.4
24.2
21.7
21.1
19.7

26.7
25.6
25.4
23.4
21.0
19.1

23.8 
29.4 
314
29.3
314 
274

37.9
32.2
30.1
26.3
24.6
25.1

23.4
22.9
22.6
21.3
20.0
19.0

Annual rates -
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979

17.8 
16.6 
16.0
15.7 
154 
15.2

18.0
16.6
16.2
15.7
15.4
15.0

184
174
16.7
16.3
15.9
16.0

16.3
16.0
15.0
15.1
14.4
14.3

18.1 
17.7 
17.7
17.3 
16.9
164

184
17.3
16.4
16.4
16.4
16.2

26.8 
234
25.6 

r24.0
24.0 
244

24.4
22.9
22.1
22.2
20.6
20.2

18.0
16.9
16.4
16.1
15.7
15.5
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TABLE 3. UVE Bl RTHS AND CONFINEMENTS : AGE GROUP OF MOTHER, STATES AND TERRITORIES, 1979

Age pvup (yean) N.S.W. Vic. Qld S.A. IF./l. N.T. Austnlla

MALE BIRTHS

Under 15 
15-19 
20-24 
25-29 
JO-34 
35-39 
40-44

45 and over 
Not stated

10 
3,093 

11396 
14,977 
7,628 
2,029

331 
15

6 
1,892 
8,349 

11,722 
5,967 
1,492 

261
17 

3

14 
1,911 
5,699 
6508 
3,060

794 
149

11

8
772 

3,059 
3,652 
1,632

327 
64
6

17 
878

3,350 
3,919 
1,752

426 
58

5

2 
436 

1,182 
1,155

521
98 
22

2

14 
245 
436 
422
232 

78 
18

2

106
565
957
523
113

16
5

71 
9,333 

34,236 
43,312 
21,315 
5,357 

919
65 

5

Total 39,679 29.709 18,146 9.520 10,405 3,418 1.451 2,285 114,613

FEMALE BIRTHS

Under 15 
15-19 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-44

45 and over 
Not stated

13 
3,030 

10,930 
13,944
7,326 
1,901

294 
16

12 
1,726 
7319 

11,140 
5,632 
1,453 

253
14

9

7 
1,782 
5,406 
5,941 
2,953

797 
152

11

5 
738 

2.836 
3581 
1,424

324 
44

6

6 
853 

3,268 
3,799 
1,694 

399
43

2

386 
1,181 
1,178

475 
93 
25

15 
233 
426 
439
195 
58 
17

106 
550
917 
506 
104

18 
1

58 
8,854 

32,416 
40,939 
20,205 
5,129 

846
55
14

Total J7.455 28,058 17,049 8,958 10.064 3,339 1.391 2,202 108,516

TOTAL BIRTHS

Under 15 
15-19 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
4(M4 

45 and over 
Not stated

23 
6,123 

22326 
28,921 
14,954 
3,930 

625
31

18 
3,618 

16,168 
22362 
11399 

2,945
514 

31
12

21 
3,693 

11,105 
12.449 
6,013 
1391

301
22

13 
1510 
5395 
7433 
3,056

651 
108

12

23 
1,731 
6,618 
7,718 
3,446

825 
101

7

2 
822

2,363
2,333 

996
191 
47

3

29 
478
862
861
427
136
35

8
6

212
1,115 
1,874
1,029

217
34

6

129 
18,187 
66.6'2 
84,251 
41520 
10,486 
1,765

120 
19

Total births n.\34 57,767 35,195 18,478 20,469 6,757 2,842 4,487 223,129

CONFINEMENTS (a)

Under 15 
15-19 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-44

45 and over 
Not stated

23 
6,084 

22,334 
28,612 
14,761
3.879 

619
31

18
3,601 

16,033 
22333 
11,453

2,911 
511

30 
12

21 
3,673

11,039
12,325 
5,955 
1376

298 
22

13 
1,498 
5,840 
7,152 
3,023

643 
108

12

23 
1,719 
6357 
7,650 
3,404

817 
98

7

2 
814

2,350
2,310 

977 
187
47

3

29 
473 
858 
856 
424 
132
35 

8 
6

211 
1,104 
1,851 
1,016

216 
34
6

129 
18,073 
66,115
83,389 
41.013 
10,361
1,750 

119
19

Total confinemerti 1^,344 57,202 34,909 18,289 20,275 6,690 2,821 4,438 220,968

(a) Resulting in one or more live births.
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TABLE «. AGE-SPEOnC BIRTH RATES 1 STATES AND TERRITORIES, 197»

Age ^up (yeon) Vtc. Qid S.A. W.A. Tm. KT. Auttniia

15-19 
20-24 
25-29
30-34 
35-39
4044 
45-49

28.4
108.8
143.2
76.2
24.8
45
0.2

21.6 
99.4

145.3 
785
25.1
4.9 
0.3

37.3 
120.7 
145.9

73.1 
23.9
5.3 
0.4

25.8
105.8 
1375
61.6 
16.9
3.2 
0.4

31.7 
122.3 
147.9
71.4 
215

3.0 
0.2

40.6
132.2
143.6
65.1
155 

(i,3

1225 
178.9
150.7
83.4 
40.2

4.2

22.3
108.6
164.1
92.3
27.5
55 
1.2

29.0
110.3 
1445
74.7 
23.7
4.6 
0.3

Total fertility 1,931 1,875 2,033 1,756 1,990 2,008 2,971 2,107 1,935

TABLE 5. AGE-SPEanC BIRTH RATES AND TOTAL FERTILITV, 1946 TO 1979

I5‘19 20-24 23-29

Age group (yeart/

30-34 33-39 40-44 43-49
Total 

fertility

Average annual rate» - 
1946-1950 
1951-1955 
1956-1960 
1961-1965

33.0
39.5
44.2
46.5

164.2
192.8
216.4
204.0

183.3
193.0
2115
207.2

126.6
1235
126.1
122.4

72.3
65.0
63.9
59.2

22.7
205
19.0
175

1.8
15
15
1.2

1966-1970 
1971-1975

3,020
3,180
3,412
3,289

49.4
48.0

172.6
154.8

187.5
170.6

103.0
85.7

46.8
34.3

12.9
8.6

1.0
0.6

2.866 
2514

Annual ratea —
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979

44.4
40.4
35.6
32.6
30.4
29.0

146.1

129.2
123.1
116.9
110.3

161.3 
151.0
147.3 
147.2
145,9 
1445

79.3
75.0
73,1 

^4.8

74.2 
74.7

295 
26.4
24.3
24.0 
23.6 
23.7

7.3 
6.2
5.6 
5.0
45
4.6

0.5 
0.4 
0.4 
0.3
0.2 
0.3

2,341 
2,168 
2,077
2,035 
1,979 
1,935

TABLE 6. FEMALE GROSS AND NET REPRODUCTION RATES, 1947 TO 1979

Female net reproduction rate

Female grots 
reproduction rate Rate

Life table 
experience 

on which rate is based

1947 (a)
1954 (a)
1961 (a)

1.494
1J59
1.728

1.416
1.499
1.672

1946-1948
1953-1955
1960-1962

1966 (a)
1971 (a)

1.401
1.427

1.357 
1.386

1965-1967 
1970-1972

1974(b) 
1975 (b)
1976 (b)
1911 Cb) 
1978(b) 
1979(b)

1.137
1.053
1.012 
0.987 
0.964
0.941

rl.l08 
rl.028 
rO.988 
rO.965 
rO.944 
0.922

(a) Life tables are prepared by the Australian Government Actuary for the 
three years surrounding each census. The latest available are those for 1970-72. 
(b) Based on Annual Life Tables calculated by the Australian Statistician. Because 
of the method of calculation, these flgures are subject to annual nuctuaticm which 
may not be indicative of a longer term trend.
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TABLE 7. UVE BIRTHS AND CONFINEMENTS (a) t NUPTT AUTY AND PLURALITY, 1979

XX k. I'/e. QU S^. Tat. N.T. AuttraOa

UVE BIRTHS

Nuptial — 
Single 
Twins 
Triplets and quads 
Total nuptial

66.658
1,406

34
68.098

5\,698
1,024

12
52,734

29,57\ 
481

15
30,067

16,041
333

17,343
340 

3
i7.6S6

5,704
116

3
5,823

2.033 
29

2,062

4,073 
90

4.169

193,121
3319 

79
197,019

Ex-nuptial - 
Single 
Twins and triplets 
Total ex-nuptial

8,884
152

9,036

4,926 
107 

5,033

5351
77

5.726

2,057 
41

2.098

2,734
49

2,783

918
16

934

767
13

780

316 
2

25,653 
457

26.no

Total birtha 77,134 57,767 35,195 18,478 20369 6.757 2,842 l,4S7 223,129

CONFINEMENTS (b)

Nuptial — 
Single 
Twins 
Triplets and quads 
Total nuptial

66,658
715

11 
67,364

51,698
520

29371 
244 

5
29,820

16,041
168

2
76.277

17,343
172

¡7.516

5,704
58 

1
5,763

2,033
14

2.047

4,073
46

2 
4.121

193,121
1,937

26
195,084

Ex-nuptial -
Sin^
Twins and triplets 
Total ex-nuptial

6,664
76

8,960

4,926
54

4,960

5351
38

5.089

2,057 
21

2,078

2,73^ 
25

2.759

9\6
9

927
7

774

Total conrinementt 76,3AA 57,202 34,909 18,289 2f,275 6,690 2321

316
1 

317

1,43«

25,653
231

25.884

220,968

(a) The apparent (ttacrepancy between the number of birth« occurring in multiple confinement« and the number of auch confinement« 1« due 
to the exclueion of atUlbirth«. (b) Resulting In one or more Uve birtha.

TABLES. CONFINEMENTS: MEDIAN AGES OF PARENTS, 1946 TO 1979

Median age (yean)

Mothen of —

Fathert of nuptial 
chil^en

Firtt nuptial 
children

All nuptial 
cfiUdren

Ex-nuptial 
children

Total 
mothen

Annual averages — 
1946-1950 
1951-1955 
1956-1960 
1961-1965

30.8
30.2
30.4
30.0

245
24.1
23.6
23.1

27.6
27.4
27.2
263

23.9 
245
24.2 
225

275
27.3
27.1
26.4

1966-1970
1971-1975

29.1
285

23.1
23.7

25.9
25.9

21.4
21.1

25.7
25.6

Annual — 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979

28.4
28.6
28.8
29.1
29.3
295

23.9 
24.0 
24J
24.6 
24.9 
25.1

26.0
26.1
26.2 
265
26.6
26.9

21.1
21.3
21.6
215
215
21.6

25.7
25.8 
25.9
26.1 
26.3
265



Agt of fittttr Undtr
15 16

17

TABUE 9. CONFINEMENTS » ACE OP PARENTS, 1979

Afe of mother (ytoni

17 18 19 30 31 33 33 34 33 36 37 28 29
Under 20 

20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43

45-49 
50-54

55 and over 
Not stated

Total nuptial 
confinement!

Ex-nuptial 
confinement!

2 
3

2
3
2

2

2

45

118 469

Tout 
oonfbwmenti 129 514

Afe o//lir8er
30 31

106 
63 
40
24

16

2

2

303

1.330

1,633

32

283 
212 
172
149

79 
76

38
41
17

18
3

3 
3

3

1,181

2,233

3,414

33

420 
420
393 
34*
268
178
120
117

76 
55
38
31
33 
12
19
10

6

308 
548
773 
758
650 
416 
325 
224
172 
140

67 
55
37 
25
26 
13

149 
439 
900

1.155 
1,159

871 
«11
473 
327
362 
195 
152

6

3

2
3
5
3

2,560

2,676

5,236

1,698

2,578

7,276

79 
55
39 
25

8

10

5

10

8
5

7,113

2.285

9,398

64 
235 
718 

1,301 
1,604 
1,468 
1,082

8S7 
597 
435 
343 
239
178 
134

80 
69
57 
20 
25
19 
13

8

9 
5

29 
95

340
977 

1,603 
2,011 
1,742 
1,325

969 
720
487 
347 
165 
19S 
129 
116

6S 
52 
33 
33 
23 
17
13 
12
3 
5

26 
149 
514

1,257 
2,038 
2.255 
2,063 
1,473 
1,107

775 
583 
377
307 
209
133 
104

61 
S3

38 
20
13
9

18

6 
3
5

22

5

13 
20 
91

222 
619

1.521 
2,308 
2,579 
2,136 
1,604 
1,253

873 
619 
454 
271 
183 
113

98 
76 
70 
52
30 
25 
23 
15
16 
32 
13

8 
5

10
50

6

296 
743

1,842 
2,626 
2,746
2,348 
1,655 
1.247

890 
625

261 
218

108
67
64

26 
19
18
13
34
10
9
3

31 
73

174 
368 
890

1,974 
2,768 
2,846 
2,347 
1,709 
1,167

816 
sss 
346 
256 
202 
128
117 

73 
53 
32 
33 
21
16 
42 
16

3

2 
5

20 
42 
97

196 
431
960 

1,984 
2,629 
2,614 
2,162 
1,534 
1,171

699 
463
339 
205
184
142
97 
73 
SO 
40 
39 
23
61
16 
8 
2

16 
27
63 

129 
244 
446 
962 

1,871 
2,451 
2,350 
1,904 
1,490

945 
651
460 
296
222 
170

99 
57
39 
37
31
83
28
16

2

13

49 
80

144 
275 
475
929 

1,677 
2,186 
2,090 
1,688 
1,120

836 
523 
341 
279
198 
163

82 
56
42 
36
94 
27

$

9,589 11,631 13,681 15,342 16,644 17.090 16,288 15.232 13,553

2,007 1,698 1,483 1,286 1,163 1,042 856 817 704

11,596 13,329 15,164 16,628 17,807 18,132

Afe of motftor (year»)

35 36 37 38 39 40-44
43 and

17,144 16,049 14,257

Total Ex-
nuptial nuptial Total

Not confine- confine- confine-
stated ments

Under 20 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 

45-49 
50-54 

55 end ov« 
Not (tated 

Total nuptial 
confinement! 

Ex-nuptial 
confinement!

12 
28
SO 
94 

138 
269 
SOS 
871 

1,337 
1,817 
1,755 
1,189 

883 
657 
449 
343 
268 
173 
145

86 
61
54 
47 

10?
27

3

11,390

601

2

Total 
oMinAement*

26 
31
63
97

165 
259
474
766

1,238 
1,561
1,236 

989
748 
507
350 
238 
208
156 
105
97 
54
40

109 
38
18

2

9,566

480

11,991 10,066

15 
27 
30
77 
95

186 
269
396 
680

1,123 
1,068 
1.023

783 
584 
446
329 
249 
215
112 
115

69 
62

148 
39 
26

8,179

451

8,630

3 
6

16 
39 
43 
95 

129 
182 
270 
S20 
651 
701 
634 
489 
385 
294 
227 
165 
109 
103

66 
60 

104
40 
18

5,360

319

5,679

3 
9

12 
28 
38
SO 
73 

123 
173 
257 
360 
485 
510 
487 
387 
309 
255 
183 
132 
114
64 
61 

152
so 
20

4,344

303

4,647

2
3
7

15

3

23

51 
89
98 

141 
209 
257 
357 
342 
325 
292 
272 
173 
136 
114

82 
60

167 
49
25

3

3 
5
9 

IS 
24 
32 
47 
47 
92 
89 

140 
179 
254 
253 
246 
175 
152 
130

74
S3

147
36
26

3 
8 

12
9 

21 
IS 
26 
35 
52 
57 
77 

104 
114 
167 
139 
155 
145 
126

93 
85 
54 

152
43 
24

2

2 
2 
2 
9
8 

14 
IS 
22 
30 
29 
35 
S3 
49 
83

109 
134 
107

95 
75 
63
57 

138

21

5
2

3,340 2.346 1,719 1,197

241 183 143 109

3381 2,529 1362 1,306

3
9

10

5
3

12
8

23 
20 
31 
31 
43 
42
SO 
92 
96 
78 
83 
70 
63 

139
35 
19

974

109

1,083

21 
23
18 
30 
30
38 
51
59 
86 
97

101 
143 
145
120 
410 
115
43

1,583

167

1,750

2

2

5
5 

43
25

7

97

22

119

3

1,413 
2,110 
3,727 
5,754 
8,026

10,258 
12,302 
14,387
15,424 
16,169 
IS,915 
14,978 
13,652 
12,595
9,458 
7,790 
6,268 
4,807 
3,961 
3,221
2,689 
2,106 
1,524 
1,367 
1,029

843 
2,224

680 
349

1,647 
995

1,052 
1,010

972 
933
859 
783 
711
685 
683
578 
547 
sis
397 
353
266 
219
208 
210 
163 
136 
106 
100

91 
65

227 
98
42

58 11,233

8 195,084

. . 25,884

19

3.060 
3,105 
4,779 
6,764
8,998 

11,191 
13,161 
15,170 
16,1 35 
16,854 
16,598 
15,556 
14,199
13,110 
9,855
8,143 
6,534 
5.026
4.169 
3,431
2,852 
2,242 
1,630
1,467 
1,120

908 
2,451

778 
391

11,291

.. 220,968



Birthptace of mother

Australia

New Zealand

Europe 
Austria 
France 
Germany 
Greece 
Hungary 
Italy 
Malta 
Netherlands 
Poland 
Portugal 
Spain
U.K. and Ireland 
Yugoslavia 
Other Europe 
Total Europe

Asia - 
China 
Cyprus 
Hong Kong 
India 
Indonesia 
Lebanon 
Malaysia 
Philippines 
Sri Lanka 
Turkey 
Vietnam 
Other Asia 
Total Asia
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TABLE la CONFINEMENTS : BIRTHPLACE OF PARENTS (»), 1979

Nuptial confinemtntt

Birthplace of father

Auitralia

129^90

1,086

137 
67

921 
135

75 
579 
380 
968 
103

9 
25 

7,794
155 
295 

11,643

45 
54
42

185 
141
56 

190 
247
74 
10

9 
281 

1,334

Africa -
South Africa
United Arab Republic
Other Africa
Total Africa

150
115
232
497

Same at 
mother

Other 
country

23.038

670 462

Total 
nuptial 

confinements

146.628

2,218

Ex-nuptial 
cortfinemenit

22.238

554

Total 
confinements

168.866

2,772

America - 
Canada 
U.S.A. 
Other America 
Total America

193
356
143
692

Pacific Islands 339

Other

Not stated 13

Total 139,195

(a) Nuptial fathers only.

23
31

236 
2,712

67 
3,393 
1,045

348
121
271
124 

4,070 
2,772

233 
15,446

109
76 

482 
182

78 
315 
201 
350 
130

19
50

2,636 
159 
273

5,060

269
174 

1,639 
3,029

220 
4,287 
1,626 
1,666

354
299 
199 

14500 
3,086

801 
32,149

27
16

195
32
28
64
29

106
17
9

10
1,749

146
86 

2,514

296
190 

1,834 
3,061

248 
4,351 
1,655 
1,772

371
308
209 

16,249
3,232 

887
34,663

256 
494
134 
4SI
116

2529 
248
184 
177
631 
476
667

6.363

133
160
223
173
131
140
183
192

37
40
24

524
1,960

434 
708 
399 
809
388 

2,725
621
623
288
681
509 

1,472 
9.657

16 
10
8 

31 
24

7 
30 
21
10 
2

44 
37 

240

45(3 
718
407 
840
412

2,732 
651
644 
298
683 
553

1.509 
9.897

114
360
225
699

35 
156 
573 
764

156

3

24.101

114
194
251 
559

80
125
291
496

209

31,788

373
669
708

7.755

308 
637

1.007 
1,952

704

20

195,084

17
11
45
73

26
57
43

726

102

37

25,884

395
680
753

7.828

334 
694 

1,050 
2.078

806

57

220,968



BirtHpiace

Australia

New Zealand

Europe — 
Austria 
France 
Germany 
Greece 
Hungary 
Italy 
Malta 
Netherlands 
Poland 
Portugal 
Spain 
U.K. and Ireland 
Yugoslavia 
Other Europe 
Total Europe

Asia — 
China 
Cyprus 
Hong Kong 
ln<Sa 
Indonesia 
Lebanon 
Malaysia 
Philippines 
Sri Lanka 
Turkey 
Vietnam 
Other Asia 
Total Ada

Africa —
South Africa
United Arab Republic
Other Africa
Total Africa

America — 
Canada 
L.S.A. 
Other America 
Total A merica

Pacific Islands

Other

Not stated

Total
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TABLE 11. COWnWEMEWTS ; ACE AND BIRTHELACE OF MOTHER, 1979

Art ¡yem)

Under
15 15’19 25-24 2529 50-34 3539 40^

45 and 
over

Not 
stated Total

119

8

8

129

15439 52357 64.828 28437 6,778 1.115 84 9 168,866

156 833 1,057 606 115 5 2.772

11
7

56
180

2 
110
46
22

3
27
11

1.156 
265

1,930

41
237
910

36 
1,079 

376 
323
74
81
56 

4,369 
1,086

187 
8.902

117
71 

543 
975
97 

1.693
633 
777 
134
94
77 

5554 
1,076

249 
¡2,090

100
57 

880 
649

82 
1.015 

445 
519 
114
77
42 

3,978
545 
271 

8,774

17 
11

104 
276

27 
356 
121 
113

39 
24
16 

1,019 
208 
126

2,457

3
3

12
68

2 
3

88
32
17
7
4

158
49
19

471

10
2

7
3

30

296
190 

1,834 
3,061

248 
4,351 
1,655 
1,772

371 
308 
209 

16,249
3,232 

887
34,663

46
5

24
15

350
26
12
15

100
32
54

683

235
81

170
93

1.044
102
85
68

220
223
370

2,735

191
260
201
300
159
793
287
274
116
191
190
589

5.55/

159
146
109
250
116
366
170
192
74

129
74

388 
2,173

40
28

8
86
21

135
60
72
24
39
30
96

559

11
2
3

10
8

42
6
9

11
111

1

450 
718 
407
840 
412

2,732 
651 
644
298 
683
553

1,509
9,897

7
12
22

8
16
33
57

54

13

18,073

72 
120 
219 
411

59
134
207
400

261

15

66,115

161 
280
316
757

116
278
390
784

308

14

83,389

131
191
143
465

113 
218
284
615

138

5

41,013

21

42
127

36
45

121 
202

42

10,361

3
13

9
25

2
3

14
19

3

7

1,750 119 19

395
680
753

¿«8

334
694

1,050
2.075

806

57

220,968
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TABLE IX NUPTIAL CONHNEMENTS : PREVIOUS ISSUE OF MOTHER, 1M6 TO 1979

Married mothers with previous issue of -

0 2 3 S 6
7 and 
over Total faf

Annual Averages - 

1946-1950 
1951-1955 
1956-1960 
1961-1965

63,414 
63,062
65,695 
69,281

51,295 
56,020
57332 
57.971

28347 
35,943 
40,920 
40,818

13.911
18.415
22.968
23,612

6,683
8,569

11,299
12,125

3370
4,175
5,558
6,160

2,057
2.176
2,824
3,199

2,980 
2,878 
3,251 
3,663

172,457
191,238
210,047
216,829

1966-1970 
1971-1975

80,999
88,120

62.930
74,641

37,446
36,914

18,899 
15,216

8,961 
6.006

4,489
2,805

2.326
1,374

r2.885 
r 1,5 86

218,937 
r226,674

Annual totals -

1974 
1975 
1976
1977 
1978 
1979

86,248
81,543
78,086
78,588
76,999
77.032

75.996
73,456
73.338
70.859
68,759
67.250

34,810 
33.036
33,505
34,596 
34,783
34,387

13,362 
11,653 
11,130
11,032 
11,248 
11,100

4,784 
3,979 
3,584 
3,438 
3,307 
3,124

2.195 
1,873 
1,497 
1,349 
1,224 
1,140

1,038 
814
723 
596 
561
521

1,175 
885
811 
667
573 
529

219,629 
207,267
202,692 
201,135
197,461
195,084

in} Includes nuptial confineinenlt where previous issue was not stated

TABLE 11 NUPTIAL CONFINEMENTS ; AGE AND PREVIOUS ISSUE OF MOTHER, 1979

Married mothers with previous issue of -

Age (years/ 0 2 4 S 6
Not 

stated

Total 
confine­

ments
Total 
issue

4 verage 
iisur fa/

Under 15
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39 

40-44
45 and over 
Not stated

11 
42

289 
1.083 
2,109 
3,453 
4,690 
5,808 
6,443 
6,882 
7.181 
7,232 
6,675 
5,723 
4,634 
3,777 
2,771 
2,170 
1.771 
1.096

914
709 
489 
350 
231 
208 
278

12

3 
14 
94

427 
1,147 
2,126 
3,137 
4,006 
5,030 
5,737 
6,340 
6,688 
6,389 
5,908 
5,020 
4,134 
3.150 
2,572 
1.611 
1,169

873 
553
405 
246
200 
259

8 
4

22 
90

264 
572 

1,013 
1314 
1,991 
2,441 
2,912 
3.211 
3,457 
3.388 
3.079 
2,795 
2,391 
1318 
1,186

861
579 
395 
268
179 
248

9

2 
8

31
65 

153 
219 
364 
513 
684 
762 
939

1,061 
1,047 
1,071 
1,011

747 
685 
515 
389 
262 
176 
136 
247

13

2 
6

14 
31
62 
91

102 
150 
208
226 
254 
269
275 
234 
242
206 
164 
146 
135
117 
180

9

2

6
20
21
42
63 
57
72
78
95
87
74
99
80
75
59
57

134
14

5 
6

10
17
17
18 
32
38
44
44
41
51
41
38 
32
79

6

2 
2

6 
7

15
21
26
23
30
36
41
45
44
45

158
26

11 
45

303 
1,181 
2360 
4,698 
7,113 
9,589 

11,631 
13,681 
15,342 
16,644 
17,090 
16,288 
15,232 
13353 
11,390

9,586 
8.179 
5,360 
4.344 
3,340 
2,346 
1,719 
1,197

974 
1,583

97 
8

11 
48

317 
1,283 
3,037 
6,049 
9,868

14,094 
18,188 
22.546 
26,437 
29,913 
32,218 
32,262 
32,162 
29,875 
26,425 
23,355 
20,566 
14,058 
11,768
9,327 
6,902 
5,270 
3,932 
3,242 
6,271

531 
22

1.00 
1.07
1.05 
1.09
1.19 
1.29 
1.39
1.47 
1.56 
1.65 
1.72 
1.80
1.89 
1.98 
2.11 
2.20 
2.32
2.44 
2.52 
2.62
2.71 
2.79
2.94 
3.07
3.29 
3.33
3.96 
5.47 
2.75

Total 77,032 67,250 34,387 11,100 1124 1,140 521 529 195,084 389,977 100

(a) Includes only the eldest born in present multiple confinement.



(Jndtr
2

TABLE 14. NUPHALCONFINEMENTS: EHJRATION of marriage, 1946 TO 1979

3

Oiinttion of mvriÊge (yt

Annual averejM . 
1946-1950 
1951-1955 
1956-1960 
1961-1965

6 7 8 9 ¡0^14 ¡5-19
^0 and 

over

1966'1970
1971-1975

Annual totals -
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979

24,302 
24.4c 6 
27.590 
31,046

31,920 
27,249

24.238 
20.890 
18,774 
18.757 
18,269 
18,355

(•) IndudM •nd stated’ dwaticm

Duration of mariage 
(years/ 0

Under 1

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9 

10-14 
15-19

20 and over 
Not stated

17,092 
15,988 
12.817
9.926 
7,790 
5,447 
3.198 
1.985 
1.151

575 
831
64
10

158

Total 77.032

Tota! (e)

22,413
23,070 
24,161
24,775

25,903
25,841

24,339 
23,327 
21,231 
20383
20,205 
19,484

of marrisfe.

(a) Includes only the oldest born in

18,864 
21,727
23,475 
24385

16,847
20,194
20,987
22.237

15,082
18,021
18,605
18343

13,232 
15,312 
16,099 
16,062

11,663 
12321 
13,778 
13,614

175^6
3(iSì72

25.253
29.674

20331 
25344

16,903
20,644

13397
16,079

9,800 
10,291 
11.882 
11.416

10.964
12,016

8,094
8325

10,080 
9346

6,447
7,106
8,659
8,217

17.847
21,604
24331
25,149

6.049 
6,664 
8,387
8357

1,816
1,737
1,862
2.081

172,457
191,238
210,047
216.829

8,752
9,137

7.241 
6,814

20.415
16.676

7,318 
5.169

1.782
1.204

218.937
226,674

29324 
26,657 
25.706 
23307
21,919 
21,716

30.133 
28.089 
26355 
25.774
23.830 
22.117

26.487 
25.725
25.359 
24.269
23.745 
22.156

21,332 
20,990 
22.060 
21,842 
20.941
21.162

15,902 
16.326 
17376
17.947 
17.746 
17,418

11,769 
11,835 
12,757 
13,664 
14.216 
14,431

9,009 
8,762 
9,009 
9,940

10,826 
10,976

6331 
6.389 
6.266 
6,976
7.730 
8,098

14346 
13319
13,136 
13,960
14.322 
15,417

4,311 
3356 
3.112 
2,973 
2.803 
2,677

946 
756 
710 
587 
524
556

2\9,623 
201,281 
202.692 
201.135 
197,461 
195,084

table 15. NUTOAL CONFINEMENTS : DURATION OF MARRIAGE AND PREVIOUS ISSUE

Married ntothen with previous û
OF MOTHER, 1979

5 6
7 end

1,081 
3.195 
8,260

10,583 
11,210 
10,612
7,995 
5.673 
3390 
2,147 
2393

162 
16

113

67,250

153 
255 
555 

1,461 
2.833 
4,434 
5.100 
5.161 
4,403 
3.415 
5.907

579
57 
74

34,387

present multiple conOnement.

Not 
stated

21 
36 
69

129 
292
603
979 

1.359 
1,482 
1.481 
3,824

685 
88 
52

6
6

11
16
24
57

122
210
273
354

1,390 
493

96
66

2

5 
7

18
37
59

100 
510 
287

81
32

2 
2
2 
2
2
3

14
23 

222 
178
55
12

3
2

3 
140 
209 
153

14

Total
Total 

issue (a)
Average 
issue fa/

11,100 3,124 1,140 521 529

18,355 
19,484 
21,716 
22,117 
22,156 
21.162
17.418 
14,431
10,976 
8.098

15.417 
2,677

556 
521

195,084

19.842 
23.343 
31.353 
36,085 
40,041 
42,726 
39.168 
35.566 
29,319 
23397
51,786 
12,227
3,379 
1345

389,977

1.08 
1.20
1.44 
1.63 
1.81
2.02
2.25
2.47
2.67
2.91
3.36
437
6.08
2.97

2.00
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TABLE 16, NUPTIAL FIRST CONHNEMENTS : DURATION OF MARRIAGE, 1946 TO 1979

Duntiwt of marriage (yean/

0 2
10 and 

over Total (a/

Median 
duration 
(years/

Annual averages — 
1946-1950 
1951-1955 
1956-1960 
1961-1965

24.123
24,308
27,385
30,763

18,717
18,645
18,281
17,951

7,992
8,144
7,730
8,099

4,399
4,440
4,306
4.434

2,805
2,649
2,615
2,645

4,677
4,064
4.460
4,355

699
812
917

1,033

63.413
63.062
65,695
69,280

1.3
1.2

1966-1970 
1971-1975

31,400 
26,497

19,902 
20,690

12,510
15,825

7,403
10,820

4,011
6,320

4,795
7,135

874
682

80,998
88,120

1.5
1.8

Annual totals —
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979

23,411 
20,063
17,892 
17,625 
17,140
17,091

19,811 
19,240
17,644 
17,095 
16,476
15,988

16,244 
14,808
14.705 
13,871 
12,912
12,817

11,427
11,177
10,810
11,000
10,478
9,924

6,904
7,199 
7,288
7,774 
7,703
7,790

7,641
8,326
9,059

10,442
11,385
12,356

655
585
596
685
746
905

86,248 
81.543 
78,086
78.588 
76,999 
77,024

2.0
2.1
2.2
2.3
2.4
2.4

ia/ Include» 'not stated' duration of marriage.

TABLE 17. NUPTIAL FIRST CONFINEMENTS : ACE OF MOTHER, 1946 TO 1979

A/i group (years/

Under 
15 IS-19 20^24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44

45 and
Total (a/

Median 
age

Annual averages — 
1946-1950 
1951-1955 
1956-1960 
1961-1965

3
6
9
9

6,400
7,583
9,868

12,824

28,318
28,636
31,102
33,523

18,037
17,192
15,717
15,072

7,137 
6,474 
6,125 
5,161

2,833
2,501
2,280
2,118

650
635
561
541

34
34
33
31

63.413
63,062
65,695
69,280

24.5
24.1
23.6
23.1

1966-1970 
1971-1975

13
16

15,042 
14,486

39,980
41,307

19,035 
24,917

4,784
5536

1,687
1,508

427
322

27
22

80,998
88,120

23.1
23.7

Annual totals -
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979

17
7
8

13
9

11

13,363 
11.723
10,171
8,888
7,829 
6,974

39,475 
36,730
34,691 
33474
31,724 
31,001

25,815 
25,424
25,344 
26,524 
27,276
28,039

5,758
5,93x
6.169
7,609
8,116
8,722

1,475 
1,444
1,432 
1,673
1,758 
1,986

319
263 
252 
29?
278
278

21
16
17
12

8
12

86,248 
81443
78,086 
78,588
76,999 
77,024

23.9
24.0
24.2
24.6
24.9
25.1

(a) Includes ‘not stated' ages of mothers.
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TABLE 18. NUPTIAL FIRST CONFINEMENTS : ACE OF MOTHER AND DURATION OF MARRIAGE, 1979

Duration of marriage

Age of 
mother 
(years)

Moniht

0 2 3 S 6 S 9 10 11
Under 15

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39 

40-44
45 and over 
Not stated

24 
37 
56 
52
34 
32 
32 
25 
20
23 
16 
16 
10 
12
14
9 
7 
6

10 
3 
7

2 
24 
46 
83 
75 
61 
54 
36

32
30
26
20
20
21
14
16
12
12

9 
5

Total

^i^of 
mother 
(years)

Under IS
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39

40-44
45 and over 
Not stated

Total

2

2 
3
5

23
76

113
111

77 
65
51
52 
47
40
29
33
23
23
14
15
16
10
9
7
5
5
3 
7
2

43 
129 
169
158 
146 
121
79 
70 
48
44
34
30
34
25 
28
19 
16
17

8
11 
7
3 
3

3

2 
49

163 
267 
265 
222 
193 
139
94 
81
79 
61
35 
47
42 
25
26 
22
18 
18
9 
6
6

13 
6
3

2 
44

185 
373 
419 
367 
281 
201 
152 
121 
110 
101
62 
66
60 
43
43 
29
30 
15 
26 
13
15
7

1 
24

125 
204 
284 
231 
215 
150 
111 
109
95 
78 
72 
75
52 
51
40 
27 
26 
23
24
15 
11

28 
60
99 
99 
95
86
52 
54
57
56 
38
30
29
20
21
16
15
16
18

5 
26 
61 

110 
131 
123
97

91
75
69
56
45
45
43

5

25 
13
20 
13
11

8

451 656 860 1,253 1«89]

Under
2 3

7 5
2 
9

4 
38 
99

147 
194
166 
158 
129
120 
103

91 
89
77 
60 
63
38 
34
30 
22
21 
15
14 
14
6 
9

5
44
93 

153 
190 
173 
144 
109 
103 
101

84 
82
78 
61
46 
48
34
25 
24
14
10
14

7 
6
6

5
29
78 

166 
195 
196 
155 
no 
104 
103

73 
57
75
73 
47
40
37 
23
13
22

9
7

5

2,783 2,053

Yeart

914 1J98 1,741 1,654 1,637

6 1 8 9 10-14

15 
and 
over

JVof 
stated Total

16 
254 
926

1,656 
2,039 
1,947 
1,714 
1,328 
1,022

930 
860 
718
590 
580
503 
408 
356 
275 
225 
187 
173
102
96 
66
61
58

12 
131 
350

1,137 
1,779 
2,010 
1,706 
1.387 
1,258 
1,047

891 
787 
702 
597 
475 
419 
367
236 
186
146 
112

81 
59 
39 
67

5

7 
74

230 
791

1.399 
1,766 
1.710 
1,361 
1,128

926 
799
599 
520
350 
295 
257
139 
145 
108
64 
40
32 
32

6 
36

139 
546 

1,167 
1,553 
1,485 
1,311

2 
2

20 
113 
414
919 

1,340 
1,424

1,032 1,185
697 
508
411
312 
197 
162
88 
86
52
40
25 
15
20 
34

827 
481
331
225
154
112
63
49
42
30
19
11
12
13

2

2 
2

11
46

233 
642

1,004
1,067 

846
557 
358
217 
149
100
65 
44
34 
23
18
11
6

11

2 
8

46 
137 
353
600 
655 
494
333 
205 
123
91 
38
32 
24 
29
6 
9
5 
8

2 
3
4

24
80 

205 
365 
423 
332 
208 
116

86 
43 
27 
28
14
11
6

11
25
22
18
18

11
10
5

5

17 
38

121 
214 
221
186
136 
90 
48

10
16
8 
3
2
3

9 
23
53 

106 
102 
103
65 
33
30 
16
11
11
5

3

3 
9

23 
63
82 

122 
165 
113
85 
62
40 
27
10 
12 
13
2

5
8

13
6
8
4

11
18

1

11 
42

289 
1.083 
2,107 
3,458 
4,689 
5.807 
6.443 
6,881 
7,181 
7.232 
6,675 
5,722 
4,634 
3,776 
2,771 
2,170 
1,771 
1,096

914 
709 
488 
350 
231 
208 
278

12

17,091 15,988 12,817 9,924 7,790 5,447 3,198 1,985 1,151 SIS 831 74 153 77,024
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TABLE 19. EX-NUrriAL LIVE BIRTHS; NUMBER AND PROPORTION OF TOTAL UVP BIRTHS, 194i TO 1979

N.S.W. Vic. Qld S,A. W.A. Tm. N.T. Auftralia

NUMBER

Annual averages •> 
1946-1950 
1951-1955 
1956-1960 
1961-1965
1966-1970 
1971-1975

2,901 
2.975 
3,741
5,058
6,654 
8,965

1,603 
1,825 
2,190 
3,077
3,992 
4,682

1300 
1394 
2,023
2,735
3,720 
5,054

494 
559
123

1,130
1306 
1,841

505
689
855

1,189
2,053 
2345

290
283
372
463
608 
741

42 
57
99

106
313 
471

14
17
24
40
91

217

7,349 
7,999

10,027 
13,798
18,937 
24,516

Annual totals -
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979

8,371 
8,291 
7,991 
8,219 
8,612 
9.036

4,394 
4,395 
4.426 
4.391 
4,718
5,033

4,955 
5,034 
4,664 
4,656
4.836 
5,128

1,879 
1,943 
1,789 
1,896 
2,050 
2,098

2,352 
2327 
2,621 
2328 
2,654 
2,783

788 
758 
706 
783 
877 
934

458 
495
614 
577
703 
780

211 
262 
253 
264 
294
318

23,408 
23,705 
23,064 
23,314 
24,744 
26.110

PROPORTION (Per cent)

Annual averages - 
1946-1950 
1951-1955 
1956-1960 
1961-1965
1966-1970 
1971-1975

4.2 
4.0
4.7 
6.1

3.4
3.4
3.6
4.7

8.1
10.0

5.8
6.8

5.4
5.1
5.9
7.7

10.5
13.2

3.0
3.1
3.6
5.3

3.8

5.1
3.6

8.8
10.6
11.9

5.5
7.6
9.8

14.4
12.1
14.3
11.8
14.7
18.0

2.0
1.8
1.8
2.1
3.3
5.2

4.0
4.0
4.5
5.9
7.9
9.7

Annual totals -
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979

9.7
10.2
10.2
10.5
11.1
11.7

6.6

1.3
7.4
8.0
8.7

13.1
13.8
13.2
13.3
14.0
14.5

9.3
9.7

9.8 
11.0 
11.3

11.6
12.4
12.7
12.2
12.9
13.5

10.7
10.9
10.5
11.6
12.9
13.8

16.3
23.4
23.6
22.6
26.1
27.4

4.8
6.0
5.6
5.7
6.6
7.0

9.6 
10.2 
10.1 
10.3 
ll.U

TABLE 2a UVE BIRTHS : STATE OR TERRITORY OF USUAL RESIDENCE OF I 
 STATE OR TERRITORY OF REGISTRATION AND NUPTIAUTY, 1979 MOTHER,

State of 
usual residence

State of reginralion

Vic. Qld S.A. W.A. Tat. Australia

TO^L BIRTHS

New South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 
Northern Territory 
Australian Capital Territory

76,443
288 
261

23 
16

27 
65

446 
57.215

24 
21
19 
24

8 
10

216
25 

34,908 
7

5
27 

3

43
82
15 

18,297
12 

5
21 

3

4 
10
3
6 

20,442
2

6,743

53
20

312

3 
2

2,764

Australia
4,165

77,469 
57,628 
35,219 
18,411 
20315
6.789 
2,851 
4,247

77, J 34 37,767 33. J 93 18,473 20,469 6,737 2,842 4.487 223,129

EX-NUPTIAL BIRTHS

New South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 
Northern Territory 
Australian Capital Territory

8,898 
42 
69 
10

2

68 
4.946 

8 
3
3

61
10 

5,046

11
18
8 

2,048
3

8
3
3

37

10
7

2

Australia 9,036 3,033 3,128 2,098

2 
2.770

926

3 
33 
13

731
278

9,079 
5,028 
5,137 
2,100 
2,792

937 
747 
290

2,783 934 780 318 26,110
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TABLE 21. UVE BIRTHS ! MONTH OF OCCURRENCE («), NUMBER AND PROPORTION. 1974 TO 1979

Month of occurrence 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 Ì979

NUMBER

January 
February 
March 
April 
May

July 
August 
Scj^ember 
October 
November 
December

20,815 
19,471 
21,582 
20,459
21,571 
20.473 
21,000
20,421 
19,927 
20.533 
19,002
19351

19,930 
18,586
20,102
19,026 
20,380
19,076
19,995
18,960
19,231
19,354
18,124
19,008

19,198 
18,545
20,156 
19,107
19,166
18,705 
18,798
18,270 
18,666
18,956 
18,021
18,561

18375 
17,841
19,980 
18,620
19,745 
19,196
19,348 
19,042 
18,920
18.950 
17,695
17.966

18.671 
17.940
20.134 
18,735
19,223 
18.539
18,356 
19,152 
18,721
18,653 
17,640
18,022

18,399 
17,861
19,885 
18,829
19322 
18,101
18,811 
18362
18,010
18,021 
15,376
5,384

Total ?44.80S 226,149 225,878 223,786 (1)206,76123^717

PROPORTION (Per cent)

January 
February 
March 
April
May

July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

8.5
8.0
8.8
8.4
8.8
8.4
8.6
8.3
8.1
8.4
7.8
8.0

8.6
8.0
8.7
8.2
8.8
8.2
8.6
8.2
8.3
8.4
7.8
8.2

8.5
8.2
8.9
8.4
8.5
8.3
8.3
8.1
8.3
8.4
80
8.2

8.2
7.9
8.8
8.2
8.7 
83
8.6
8.4
8.4
8.4
7.8
8.0

8.3
8.0
9.0
8.4
8.6
8.3
8.2
8.6
8.4
8.3
7.9
8.1

8.9
8.6
9.6
9.1
9.4
8.8
9.1
9.0
8.7
8.7
7.4
2.6

Total KXLO loao loao 1(X).O loao loao
(•) Figure, ve lubjecl to the •ddition of late regiatlalioni, particularly in the more recent months.

TABLE 22. MASCULINITY OF UVE BIRTHS, 1946 TO 1979

N.S.W. Vic. Qld S.A. Tai. Auitralia

Average annual rates - 
1946-1950 
1951 '955 
1956-1960 
1961-1965

105.8
105.2
105.6
105.6

105.5
105.2
105.7
106.0

105.8
1053
106.0
1053

105.6
1053
104.3
106.2

105.2
104.3
106.1
105.8

104.4
1043
105.4
106.7

1966-1970
1971-1975

100.7
108.0
106.5
108.1

105.4
105.6

106.8
104.9
111.9
104.7

105.2
105.2

105.6
105.2
105.7
105.8

105.2
105.1

105.6
106.1

106.4
105.3

1053
103.6

103.8
109.0

106.9
106.7

105.4
105.4

Annual rates -
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979

106.6
106.0
104.5
104.8
104.3
105.9

1053
106.4
105.0
107.3
105.4
105.9

107.4
105.2
104.4
106.4 
1063
106.4

108.2
104.5
108.0
105.9
104.8
106.3

103.6
105.9
106,6
107.9
107.1
103.4

103.4
107.8
107.0
105.8
102.6
102.4

105.9
110.3
107.1
110.4
1093
104.3

106.9
105.7
110.1
107.4
107.3
103.8

106.2
105.9
105.3
106.2
105.3
105.6

I
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TABLE 23. STILLBIRTHS t STATES AND TERRITORIES, 1946 TO 1979

N.S.W. yic. Qld S.A. k'.A. Tai N.T. A.C.T. Auttralla

Annual averages - 
1946-1950 
1951-1955 
1956-1960 
1961-1965

1,405
1,239
1,253
1,104

949
849
839
794

626
581
558
468

368
290
274
264

274
271
235
194

161
139
109
87

n.a.
8
6

17

12
16
19
18

(«>3,795
3,393
3,293 f

2,946

1966-1970 
1971-1975

876
981

767
781

341
371

215
219

192
249

86
85

39
41

27
45

2343
2,772

Annual totals -
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979

1,036
795
836
759
729
718

787
713
616
567
575
452

406
306
303
260
277
283

236
189
210
178
178
163

274
236
242
190
199
184

82
88

101
70
79
41

51
47
44
59
42
32

42
40
51
47
41
37

2,914
2,414
2,403 
2.130
2,120 
1,910

{») Excluding Northern Territory.

TABLE 24. STILLBIRTH RATES : STATES AND TERRITORIES, 1946 TO 1979

A'.S.k'. I'/c QU S.A. W.A. Tas. N.T. A.C.T. Australia

Annual averages — 
1946-1950 
1951-1955 
1956-1960 
1961-1965

20.0
16.5
153
13.1

19.6
153
13.5
12.0

21.9
18.4
16.1
13.1

22.1
15.8
13.5
12.2

20.5
17.0
13.7
11.4

22.3
17.5
12,6
10.2

n.a.
16.8

8.6
18.6

16.1
17.1
14.6
9.2

(•>20.5
16.6
14.6
123

1966-1970
1971-1975

10.5
10.8

11.0
11.3

93
9.6

10.0
10.4

9.8
11.6

10.7
11.1

18.3
15.6

9.7
10.6

103
10.9

Annual totals -
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979

11.9
9.7

103
9.6
9.3
9.2

11.8
11.4
10.1
9.4
9.7
7.8

10.6
8.3
8.5
7.4
8.0
8.0

11.6
9.4

11.0
9.2
9.5
8.7

13.4
113
11.6
9.1
9.6
8.9

11.0
12.4
14.8
10,3 
113
6.0

17.8 
21.7
16.6 
223 
15.4 
11.1

93

11.3
10.0
9.2
8.2

11.8
10.3
10.4
9.3
9.4
83

(a) Exclucfing NcMlhern Territory.
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APPENDIX

LIST OF UNPUBLISHED BIRTH TABULATIONS PRODUCED ANNUALLY BY ABS

Table 
Number Description

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Births — Sex by year and month of occurrence by month of registration.
Confinements — Legitimacy by age of mother by State of registration.
Births - Sex by legitimacy by age of mother by State of registration.
Confinements — Legitimacy by plurality by State of registration.
Births — Legitimacy by sex by plurality by State of registration.
Confmements — Relative ages of mother and father by legitimacy by plurality.
Births — Relative ages of mother and father by legitimacy.
Confinements and Births — Relative birthplaces of mother and father by legitimacy.
Confmements and Births — Birthplace and age of mother by legitimacy.
Confmements — 1 egitimacy by plurality by age and previous issue of mother.
Births - Legitimacy y plurality by age and previous issue of mother.
Nuptial Confinements — Age and previous issue of mother by duration of marriage by plurality.
Nuptial Confinements — Age and previous issue of mother by place of marriage by duration of marriage.
Nuptial Births — Age and previous issue of mother by place of marriage by duration of marriage.
Births — Legitimacy by sex by State of usual residence by State of registration.
Confmements — Legitimacy by age of mother by sex by plurality

C. 1 Thommom. Commonwcalih Gnvcnimcni Pnnwr




