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Another fall in export prices
Export prices fell 1.1 per cent between August and September 1991, after 
a fall of 2.2 per cent in the previous month.

Price falls were recorded for a wiile range of items in September, mainly 
caused by falls in world commodity prices. The largest price falls were 
for wool and for aluminium products.

These’ decreases were partly offset by small price increases for about one 
third of the items in the index.

On an annual basis, export prices fell by 9.3 per cent between 
September 1990 and September 1991,

Ihe wide range i)f price ch<ingt‘s for different commtxJitit's is shown below.

rXI’OR I I’RICFS, Sr ri LMBF.R W91 
Percentage change

Connuintily

Live cinirnnh and animal pnxttut^ 
Molnr vehicles, aircrafi and vesM’ls
Prepan’tl fcMHhtuli’t
Machinery and applianu«i 
t;<»ld, diamiindn and coin
Mineral prcHlurts
I’rfuluds of chemicals or allied indusirit’s
Vi'gelahle priHtucts
Base rnelals
Wool and codon hbres

Iront 
pret'iou^ ffionth

-1.1
-2.0

47
0.0
0,0

-1.0
0.0
0,0

-4K
-M9

f'rofn ft>rrf‘.{Hnn0ng 
nionfli of pra'ioiis year

0,0
-1.0
-4.3
-5.1 
»6,3 
-6.5
-H.y
-9.5

-19.4

-26.4

4// fXfHfrts -11 - 9.3

I'or fmKier inforindtinti, order the puWit ufioH lixport Price Index, Australia (b405.0), 
ur ceuidtf iVtfr Cordt/ on (06) 252 5541.

New motor vehicle registrations
Ilie (X'tobi’r 1WI trend estimate of total new motor vehicle registrations 
declined by 0.9 per cent to 40,929 vehicles compared with the September 
figure of 41,293. Tliis follows successive monthly declines of 0.2 per cent 
and 0.5 per cent. Car and station wagon registrations fell 0.6 per cent to 
34,M7 vehicles while ‘other vehicles' fell 2.5 per cent to 6,282 vehicles.

In seasonally adjusted terms, total new motor vehicle registrations rose 
1.5 per cent to 40,584 vehicles. Car and station wagon registrations 
increased 1.9 per cent to 34,309 vehicles, while ‘olb.r vehicles' showed a 
slight drop of 0.6 per cent to 6,275 vehicles.

For the unadjusted series, all vehicles showed an increase in 
registrations for October 1991. Total new motor vehicle registrations rose 
6.4 per cent to 42,966 vehicles, car and station wagon registrations 
increased by 5.8 per cent to 36,318 vehicle's and ‘other vehicle’ 
registrations increased by 9.4 per cent to 6,648 vehicles.
ror further inforniofioii, order the publieotioii Registrations of New Motor Vehicles, 
Australia, Preliminary (9301.0), or confoef Kevin Yeodon on (06) 252 6255.
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Housing finance down in all 
categories in September
Seasonally adjusted housing finance commitments for September 1991 
(excluding alterations and additions) totalled $2204.7 million, a decrease
of $109.0 million (4.7%) on August 1991 but an increase of
$542.6 million (32.6%) over September 1990.

Lending commitments for all housing finance categories fell:

n commitments for purchase of established dwellings decreased by
2.3 per cent;

-I commitments for purchase of newly erected dwellings decreased by
22.1 per cent; and.

n commitments for construction of dwellings, which had climbed
steadily since January IWl, decreased by 9.5 per cent.

In unadjusted terms. New South Wales was the only State to record an
increase, up 5.8 per cent.

The decline in the seasonally adjusted value of total housing finance in
September followed a smaller August fall which had put an end to 
seven consecutive months of rises. However, for the three months
ended Sc’ptember 1991, seasonally adjusted lending commitment.s
totalled $6889 million, up $645 million (10.3%) on the June quarter 1991
and up $1997 million (40.8'’/(i) on the September quarter 1990.

HOUSING FINANCE COMMITMENTS, SEPTEMBER 1991 
Excluding alter^itinnx and additionii

Type (if lender — seasonally adjusted
All banks
Permanent building «wKieties 
Other lenders

Total

States — original 
New South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Wi’stern Australia 
Tasmania
Northern Territory 
Australian Capital Territory

Australia

$ ntillion

L728..1
262,0
214.4

2.21)4.7

795.5
473.9
395.0
136.1
176.7
33.2
10.7
47.2

2,068.2

Percetilajie c/nffige

Prom 
previous 

month

-3.5
-9.4
-8.5

-4.7

5.8
-6.1
-6.1
-8.7

-18.6
-6.7
-2.7

-14.5

-3.6

From 
correspondttif^ 

month of 
prnhous year

37.1
39.4 
0.4

32.6

37.7 
35.9 
48.7 
-6.7
37.4
12.S
1.8 

.TS.b

34.2

For further information, order the ¡nihlication Housing Finance for Owner 
Occupation, Australia (5609.0), or contact Mark Dennis on (06) 252 7129 or lohn 
Carson on (06) 252 7110.
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Ordinary lime earnings of full-time adulls
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Slight increase in average 
weekly earnings
Preliminary estimates show that average weekly ordinary time earnings 
rose by 1.2 per cent for full-time adults between May and August 1991. 
The small rise followed a rare decline (of 0.6%) in the same measure in 
the three months to May, and brought the increase in the year to 
August to 4.9 per rent (see table below).

Full-time adult ordinary time earnings increased by 1.2 per cent for 
males, females and persons in the last quarter (to $599.10, $506.60 and 
$567.50 respectively).

AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS 
AUGUST 1991

wvfkiy Pfirninss i$)
Fcrfcntage 
in 'Perwiia' frum

Mrtfrs retutile^ Perfu^na May 91 Aua. 90

Full-Kmc adults 
i>r{hn«ary time sw It) 

M7,7()
51)6 60 
517.90

1.2
0.»

4.9
J.7

AH fmftloyeef 575.20 .W.5O 0.9 5.0

S67.su

4fi/i.9fí

Compositional changes in the labour force continue to affect the 
estimates for this quarter. The April 1991 National Wage Case is having 
some minor effect.

For full-time adult persons, average weekly total earnings increased by 
0,8 per cent (an increase of 3.7% in the year to August). Male earnings 
increased by 0.8 per cent over the year) while female average 
weekly total earnings increased by 1.1 per cent (6.0% over the year).

Average weekly earnings statistics represent average gross (before tax) 
earnings of employees and do not relate to average award rates nor to 
the earnings of the 'average person'. Estimates of average weekly 
earnings are derived by dividing estimates of weekly total earnings by 
estimates of employment. Changes in the averages may be affected not 
only by changes in the level of earning.s of employees but also by 
changes in the overall composition of the labour force.

It should also be noted by those using average weekly earnings data for 
contractual adjustment or related purposes, that these estimates are 
preliminary.

estimates for August 1991 are expected to be published on 19 
December 1991 in Aifera^^e Weeklif Earnhigs, States nod Australia, August 
1991 (6302.0).

Statistics Weekly 
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Forftirllier information, order Ilie (nil'licalion Average Weekly Earnings, Australia, 
Preliminary <6301.0), or contact Mick Atkinson on (06) 252 5946.

S67.su
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The publication Mantifacturittj( Prmiiiction, Australia, Preliminary (8301.11) 
contains up-to-date time series data on the prixfuction of twenty-seven 
major indicators of production (twenty-five seasonally adjusted). The 
indicator commodities have been selected to give a broad industry 
representation of the manufacturing sector and are part of a much 
larger range of commodity items published in the series of ten 
Manufacturing Production Bulletins.

In the table below, the ‘previous year’ column is a generally more 
reliable guide to trends, but should be read in conjunction with the 
more detailed data presented in the monthly publications, as the 
production of manufacturing commixfities can vary quite significantly 
on a month-to-month basis, even after seasonal adjustment.

MANVFACrURING PRODtCTION 
OCrOBF.R 1991 

Seasonally adjusted, percentage change

Pro^ufl

From

pmsoHs 
month

From 
corresponding 

month cf 
preiñous year

Statistics Weekly 
28 November 1991

refrigerators
Television sets
Basic iron, spiegeleisen and sponge inm
Woven man-made fibre fabric
Woven cotton fabric (including towelling)

Iron and steel ingots or in other primary forms 
Electricity
Wcxil yam
Gas available for issue through mains
Woven wool fabric (including blanketing)

Bhxims and stabs, from rolling and forging 
Beer
Cotton yarn
Sulphuric acid; oleum
Textile floor coverings

ChiKolate based confectionery 
Portland cement
Other confectionery
Electric motors
Cars and station wagons

Cigarettes and tobacco
Clay bricks
Petrol-rotary type lawn mowers 
r>omestic clothes washing machines 
Motor vehicles for gcKids and materials

11.0
-12.3

7.8
9.2

20.4

4.5
-1.1
-2.9
-4.5

-20.8

-7.2
7.1
6.0

22.3
-6.5

-7.2
8.3

-15.3
-11.5

7.2

-26.9
-2.7
16.4

-28,4
6.7

23.2
12.5
8.1
5,1
4.3

3.4
1.9
0.6
0.5

-1.3

-1.3
-3.6
-3.7
-3.8
-7.4

*9.2
-9.6

-10.6
-n.4
-16.2

-17.6
-17.7
-17.8
-22.7
-29.0

For further itiformotion, order the publication Manufacturing Production, Australia, 
Preliminary (8301.0), or contact Kevin Squair on (06) 252 5558.
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Inquiries
The ABS supplies a wide range of 
statistical information:

All the week’s releases:
20 to 26 November

n through its bookshops
n by mail order

(including subscription)
n by facsimile
D electronically.

To order any of the publication.s that 
appear in Stalislics Weekly or to 
inquire about the statistics and 
services available from the ABS, 
contact Information Services at any 
of the offices listed below. An 
Information Consultancy Service in 
each office provides assistance of a 
more extensive or complex nature.

General
Publications Advice, 22 November 1991 (1105.0; free)

Publications Advice, 26 November 1991 (1105.0; free)

Monthly Summary of Statistics, Aust., November 1991 (1304.0; $19.00)

Australia at a Glance, 1992 (1309.0; $1.00)

Statistics Weekly, 21 November 1991 (1318.0; $4.(X1)

Queensland Year Book, 1992 (1,301.3; $36.95)

Economic Indicators, WA, November 1991 (1307.5; $5.50)

National accounts, finance and foreign trade
Foreign Trade, Aust., Merchandise Imports, 1990-91 (5426.0; $18.00)

(Previously: Imports, Aust., Annual Summary Tables)

Housing Finance for Owner Occupation, Aust,, September 1991 
(5609.0; $10.(X))

ABS Central Office
PO BOX 10 

BELCONNEN ACT 2616

Commercial Finance, Aust., September 199! (5643.0; $5..5())

Lease Finance, Aust., September 1991 (5644.0; $5.50)

If
FAX

(06) 252 6627
(06) 25.3 1404

ABS State Offices
NSW (02) 268 4611 
Vic. (03) 615 7000 
Qld (07) 222 6351 
WA (09) 323 5140

Labour statistics and prices
The [.abour Force, Aust., October 1991 (6203.0; $14.50)

Average Weekly Earnings, Aust., August 1991, Preliminary 
(6.301.0; $10.(X))

Industrial Disputes, Aust., August 1991 (6321.0; $7.00)

Export Price Index, Aust., September 1991 (6405.0; $7.50)
SA (08) 237 71(M)
Tas. (002) 20 5800 
NT (089) 81 .3456

Agriculture
Livestock Prixlucts Meat, Qld, September 1991 (7204.3; $4.50)

Subscriptions
To subscribe to Slatistics Weekly or 
any other ABS printed publication, 
phone the ABS Subscription Service 
toll-free on (008) 020608, or contact 
Information Services at any of the 
offices above.

Secondary industry and distribution
Manufacturing Production, Aust., October 1991, Preliminary 

(8.301.0; $10.(X))

Suggestions
Any suggestions for improvement to 
this publication should be addressed 
to:

Robert Nixon
Editor
Statistics Weekly 
(06) 252 6104

Manufacturing Production, Aust.: Building Materials and Fittings, 
September 1991 (8361.0; $6.,50)

Manufacturing Production, Aust.: Energy Products, September 1991 
(8368.0; $450)

Manufacturing Production, Aust.: Wood and Wood Products, 
September 1991 (8369.0; $4.50)

Production Statistics, NSW, August 1991 (8304.1; $7.50)

Dwelling Unit Commencements Reported by Approving Authorities, 
NS\< August 1991 (8741.1; $10.00)

Building Approvals, WA, October 1991 (8731.5; $10.00)

Statistics Weekly 
28 November 1991

Transport
Registraiions of New Motor Vehicles, Aust., October 1991, Preliminary 

(9301.0; $10.00)

Motor Vehicle Registrations, WA, July 1991 (9303.5; $7.00)
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Calendar of key releases
Expected releases over the fortnight to 10 December 1991

November

Balance t)f I’.iyments, Auslrali.t, September 1991 
(5302.0; $20.00)

IB

Foreign Investment, Australia, September 1991 Preliminary 
(5307.0; $10.00)

Company Profits, Australia, September 1991 (5651.0; $10.00)
Price Index of Materials Used in Building Other Than House 

Building, Eight Capital Cities, September 1991 
(6407.0; $10.00)

Price Index of Materials Used in I louse Building, Six State 
Capital C'ities and Canberra, Sc'ptember 1991 (6408.0; $7.50)

Price Indexes of Materials Used in Manufacturing Industries, 
Australia, September 1991 (6411.0; $10.00)

Price indexes of Articles Produced by M.miifacturing industry, 
Auxtr.ili.t, September IWl (M12.0; $10.00)

Private New C.ipil.il Expenditure, Australi.i, Actual and 
Expected Expenditure, September 1991 Preliminary 
(5b25.(); SlO.tKl)

December

3 li.il.mce of Payments, Australia, October 1991 (5301.0; $15.00) 
Building Approvals, Aiistr.ili.i, October 1991 (8731.0; $12.50)

The latest ...
Changes to key State indicators — consolidated to 
26 November 1991

NSW We. QM SA WA Tas. NT ACT Aust.

)

IINEMPI,OYMENT RATE 
Seasonally adjiwtrd 

October 1991

New South Wale^
Victoria 

Queensland 
.South Australia

Western Australia

0 8 12

Statistics Weekly
28 November 1991

New capital expenditure 
(Mar. qtr 91)’

Kt*fnil himtwer (Sept. 91)
(trend estimale)

New motor vehicle
registrations (Oct. 9|)t (a) •

Number nf dwelling unit 
approvals (Sept. 9|)

Value of total building work 
done (June qtr 91)

Firnployeil persons 
(Ikt. 91)*

Capital city consumer 
price index (Sept, qtr 91)

Average weekly earnings (full­
time adult ordinary time) 
(May 91)

Population (Di'c. 90)
Rixim nights in licensed 

hotels and motels, etc 
(lune qtr 91)

— chauj^r fnnn srt»ic ptTirti ynir —

- fi.4 - m

4.4 2.2

-21.2 -.13.4

15.0 12.7

- H..3 - 28,6

-2.0 -3.9

0 -8.9

5.0

-16.6 -12,4

28.5 - 3..5

4.7 - 11.4

-0..5 - 3,9

- 7.0 - 16.9 -10.2

.5.8 3,9 n.a. 10.1 4.0

2.8

3.6

- 1.9

3.9

5.2
1.3

.5.7
2.3

4.1

65
1.1

- 1,4 7.8 -4.5

-2.5 -10.0 - 12.6 12.5 - 20.3

21.2 29.6 7.1 16.6 17.2

-27.9

- 1.9

1.9

8.1
2.2

-2.2

• 0..5

-2.0

3.6

3.1
1.1

2.6

39,9 18,1 - 13.2

1.9

3..3

5.8
1.2

-4.6

0.3

3.7

.5.6
2.5

-7.8

-2.4

3.3

5.0

0.1

• Sc.i.s.m,nlly ailjiislrd exrcpl for NT ,,ml ACT. f Scisoiuilly .uljusUxI except for T.W., NT .,nd ACT. 
(a) Refer to footnote (e) on next page.

C.ipil.il
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Key national indicators - consolidated to 26 November 1991
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Period

¡Attest figure uvaUahie Pereenlage change (u) an

Hnginal
Seaxonaily 

adjusted
PrevtauK 

period
('orre\ponding 

period (a\t year

National production
Gross doniestic pnxJiicl vurrenl pr 

/y.’i-/ 85 /
trices 
prices

$111 June q(r QI

Industrial activity
New capita! e.xfieiidiiiire

92.362
62.148

91,956 
6,?.y/2 /7>

1.2
24

Expected new capital 
expenditure

Retail liiniover

current prices 
1984-8.5 price.s

$1)1 June qir QI

ciuTeiil prices 
¡984-85 prices 

New inolor vehicle registrations (e) 
Dwelling unit approvals 
Value of all building approvals 
Value of total building work done

no.

$in

.Six months 
to |)cc 91

Sept QI
Sept ipr 91 

iki 91
Sept QI

h. 304 6.011 
4.577

89
-8.2

1.3 4 
/.f4

Manufaclurers' sales

current prices 
1984 5 I

June qlr QI

current pr 
1984 85 i

h>peeled niaiiulavturers’ sales

»nces 
price X

June qlr QI

12.756
7.225.8

14.915.

12,136

n a 
7.6-t2.4 

15,486 9 
40.584 
12.198

1.616

n a 
I H 
2 9 
15 
27 
49

IK5

0.2
20.3 

l-<7

Labour
Employed persons 
I'neiiiployment rale t 
Participation rale t 
Job vacancies
Average weekly overtime 

per employee

Prices, profits and wages
Consumer price index 
Price index of niatenals used in

Six months to 
Dec QI

6.25’ 
.<Q6< 

.33.63« 
2,1.225

6.2M
J.97H 

.33,76.5 
2.Í..H7

4 7

1.8

13 2
- IM

3.7
- 5.0

71 .(iQ I n.a. n a. 5.0

'(MX) 
%

'(KM)

IQHO HI = |fK)()

(k( QI

Aug. QI

l.hUl 8
94

62 6
25 6

7 186 4
10 I
63 0

0.2 
0 1
0 3
2 1

24
24
09

4f)9

107 I 0

Sept qlr Q| 215 7 n it
nianuiacturing industries (g)

Price index of articles nriHluced 
by manufacturing industry

Company prol'its before income lax (g)
Average weekly eaniings 

(i'ull-iinie adults; ordinary time)

Interest rates (b) (monthly average) 
90-day bank bills t
10-year Treasury bonds t

Balance of payments
Exports of merchandise
Imports of merchandise
Balance on merchandise trade (c) 
Balance of goixls and services (c) 
Balance on current account (c) 
Terms of trade (d) (6

Foreign investment
Net foreign debt (g)
Net ftireign liabilities (g)

Exchange rates (monthly average)

■Trade weighted index

Other indicators
Population (resident al end of qtr) (T) 
Overseas visitor arrivals

Oh

IQH4 X5 « lOOO

IQ8K-KQ « hX)() 
$1))

% per annum

$11)

IQH4 H5 * 11)00

$m

per $A 
May 1970 sKXM)

million 
'(KX)

(a) Based on seasonally «idjiisled figures where available

Aug QI IIQQ n a 0 4 20

Aug 91
June qlr 91

Aug QI

Sept. QI

June qtr QI

10 June QI

Sept. QI

Mar. 91
Aug. 91

1112 
2.4tiQ

n a 
2.6Q7

0.2 
7 4

I .5 
2.3 1

567 50

H.70 
Q HO

4.584 
4.169

7,5 
1,336 

n.a.

1.31,340
177,29.5

0.1921
60.5

17..3 
IQQ

n.a

n a 
n a

4,637 
4.337

300
46 

1,332 
100.2

n.a. 
n.a.

n.a. 
n.a.

n.a. 
209

1.2 4.Q

0H5
0..<0

0.2 
16.9 
67.9

- 1.7

0.2

0.4
2.7

4.10
- 3.5.5

6.1 
227,5 

76,K
2.6

XI 
7.0

- 3.9
- 1 H

8.3

Bast'd ,.n srasona ly ad|uslcd f.gurrs whiTf availabl.. (b) S,mree: Res..rv,- H.,nk AiWralia, (c) I\.r lu-nenlaKe ,1,.™».« .. minus sim indie,I.-, an 
increase in Ihe defint; nn sign m,..,ns a decrease in llie defiril nr an i,Kr...is.. in Ihe sutiIus, (d) Ilie rail,, ¡if ll„. price of k«„Is .," j «^7ices f. r exm.rt? h, Ihal 
f„r imports, (e) S..pteniber Wl is n<,l siriclly conmarable with .September IWO due to th,, inlrodiiction bv inolor vebicle reKblral n aulhoriti.Vnf nii.r.' 
SS iSdaM? Si“ wi’" 27 November I Wl. ,gS-| Xr'iitimi"""'" "■ "i""

NOTES: t » change is shown in terms of pera'nl.ige points.
' u™ puWicaliuns, Cupies may be’iib'iained from Infermali,,,, Si'rvices (s.v paei- 6).

Some of the figure shown are Dreliminaiy, some final, and some are revisions of previously puhli.shed figures Users should cheik Ihe hiest relevnu 
publication or with the ABS In(orm«Jtion Services if the slalus of Ihe statistic is important. «buris. usirs snouiu uuxx im lakst rdexant

n.a. - not available.

ervices if the slalus of the statistic is important.

The ABS should be acknowledged as the source when reproilucing or quoting any part of this publication.
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