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rJ ;;)// ~ )'·-~v~ 'f .;,JJ lU!f, !Ith Auguot 100'/, 

"" -~(':.,) 

I duly !"tllOt=J:lved your fuyour of th~ l13t i:rmta.nt 

and lrnve or.:r,,fully noted ,;-vhcit i-rou r.n.y in 001~neotion witll tho 

111ter1-rnts :tn th•, Hew H"br.id"o whioh Higf;im:1on' a heir2 ur,., try:1.Jlt(' to 

tbe.t thc,ra may be ~ ,rnf:3 prcba.1)ili ty of ra~mu·:hJP, a o ti~lemf0t1t by 11:ts 
' 

From tJ1in :tt would mm~ar that Mr Forsyth lHrn roc,t 

Si:r F . Lai:wollP-:1 :ln London, 1u1d t.hat if La.mit,ll•~o finds UJ)Otl r••tur.n 

- tnp, to o-,z-mu.ny that the,r,, rl'l:1..gllt be a prcb<!,bili ty of l,r .. Jror:!~rf;h 

ho vt,v.,r, l r . Forsyth will n,3,, t,ho Colenial Office a.nd ret thoi?t 

as ,"3nt, Bnd ~.,., a:-,, tnf>«umh~lla i·,mdi1 r him a.n authority to a(it, HO 
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in ,1.3, ~:·q)c\CM-1 vt,a t-<:, ,.,e lom~ a :L:!.rf{o qu.ant:i ty ct otlrnr \n:.~p·o wlr:!.~h 

na.ture.lly go~A wt tll :l t to 3atn~ Ooni-3if~n,~ rn, i!.l1d 8hiJ)1~ 1:;rs t,311 1113 we 

fr01a the:) I,?11.w.dr:1, 1Jut tht1:r.P. a1)JJ.-,B.rs i~<, lw,,,~ b1':l~:n noth1.1y~ !•aid :1.n 

th~ pre:m in r<wer.d tc t,irn whole:m.10 .,,P.y :i.n ,:11jc•h botl? Br.:it1Ah ai1d 

P'rtmc,.t J)!:':0))1t) ,iro r:,v~:..11:i.ng tig, nup'"'C'S+~d J\f~r~Ament bt!St""NMm gn,".'la.n'i 

anu Ft>allOt) , Ullder ecver of th~ Fr f,nch fleg. I t has oo<.mrr~d to me 

wh~ther somt~th:t11~ shoul d not b~ madfl publ:l.o lier"' in ' u ni· 11 "'l';; ,., • .11. .., ,:r.a. a, or 

som agitation uo101nono'id to try to gt-, t th-, Ii,r ,nch p6cplc, to act 1n 

aooorda.nnB with the Aer 1'lP-!nP-nt which w,1a r.rn.d,~ at tha ocnf11re11oe in 

London. I wrote a AJ)fH?ial lottt?r to you about thin matter ruwlos-

1ng a stat 1-1mP-nt of thi, position and would lrn.v" no objocticns :t:f you 

handed this ov~r to th~ ltrt,ss :ln Uel bcurn , or if you th:tnk 1 t 

wiser for us to tHk~ aotion hor" a could rall the at t"nticn o:r 

the papern to what is go:tng on, c..s 1 t will oartc..:inly ev,,ntual.ly 
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oust us altogather froi. t11~ J-ew m:>br:tdr,o tr1-l<1')1 and 1~he coru~cm­

weal th oo,,~:.-nr1t.m1t oru1 h· r<ily flxp .. ot u~ tc cm,t:lnu in th· fl ocm1;raot 

unle!3', w•, a.re pla.<:ted upon e. 1,c1n ·11hat rnor•~ ,mm.I fc-:-t:1..11,P.'. rl. th 0111" 

opµcnonta . 

a w1dor tlH, J?:::-i,m)ll t"1ag i,bt-) vmrn,,ls n~~ ~m '-"Ii th oolcnrHd ert,~rn, 

~xe:mpt frmr.1 Auatr;~11an (!Ond:l i~i<mn, c< nd oan a loo oarry oc,ntrabmtd 

oargo a.:ld t:r< de, en th1'., l:tki,,.. - it would look a it wa mmld have 

avent,ially to r,,1,irP- al tc • ..,-;:,,1c:,y- in tho:1.r fa.'".JOUr, arni 111 1oy c:pinion 

it in wall tc in~u" a c?rilillg hefor+-,bhJ1d . 

I had a li:;'i~tv.1r. from Capt.ajn Rauen a frm· da~ra 

ago .• an<l 111, im..,v:1 that iJ, • ., tH.·rd., frcm S~rdn1.,~· :t: inor.f')t~.1:1irnt, net 

d:tm:tni~h:l.111 ,. i~l'l.d P.,l'"f'U.,f 7 1mt,::-•a..1ly that tho 1"' :~ not JtlUOll :tn C>lll'" 

ocmple.int - ']. t Ji ~ f:torn Sydw~y pnd t c Sydn~y hr..a incrf,as ,d o~rta:tnl y 

but tl1is :l!3 caub~<i tbY."OltF';'l th~ Frfl!UCh V g 3 t)J.fJ 00, 1.I ,. hOr.'!1 and h•m 

from Sydnt,y to tht, New UB1>riclo: , and askn no ( mrntionn~ H.ncl aJ.i:o 

"mallt'lr VP.!~tl•?ls rm1 f~otn rr,mrn.11,<knia, am u.11 thin :1fl ha.,r:tllH a 

e;-reri t 0ft'c,ct ur-011 our n(':r.r, 1"1') , i",":":iotod t i,rv:tca . 

OaJ)ta:t.n Ram,n wri t~s that b~cm.u a tho Jrre1 ~?ll 

oa:rey . contraband, that 1 a no ~t,aaon 11~, ~~ng·l:t}m.men ohould d:tri:..~r 

tllair handa. 

AI!l Fm.re I n~ed not une any arg,.unt3nt upen tbi s 

stat mnnt~ i~rudtl :lo trad .. , nnd ve m~1mct yla .. v Urn lo:d:n-~ ftH :'lft and 

run at n. l _OaB, so that. if th(!) JJOlli tio11 in not 1ml1Jabl~~ tlun 

AU! tralia l)ette:r al3a:ndc,n Min ati.(}rnpt, rolj~ve us from cur Hew H~b­

ri cl,,s ocntruot and rn will ti!Jc,, cur oh,u1c1 nth th oth•~r13 it·wp~ 
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from Australia and all th" disabilitiflls w~ are 110w aasm1!1ftlY t,xpeot 

- ed to fight f!Rainst . 

I ohall be pla.d to hn,vi:, cur views and mn sure 

you will pardon my rvr:t ttng axaetly as I fe~l. 

Yours truly, 

Atlee HW1t .l<~sq, 

Dept . Ext"rnal Affatrs , 

M 1 b o u r n tt • v. 
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Dear Captain Rasor., 

Thay:,J::s for you:· of' 2~1nd ult . ; now the bulk of the 

Kana.'J.caa are re a.tria.ted, -ou uill not b: moving about so much • 

:rotw:i.thstandin t..ll you 1ri .o, tho trafc of the :Ne Hebrides 

i.1 ~;radoaJ.-y loavinr-.; our Ships and ~oin,-; under the French fia.r.
4

, 

a .. d we arc nov ;:;eriously ner:;otiati g ith t.~e Commomrnalth 

Governr.wnt to relieve us from our contr, ct .o that the ·whole 

trad•} raay be C"'.rriecl on under Ji'rcnch con< it ions . I quite 

u ;ree vith you that the tr&.de from a.nd to Sydne .. ,,. is incrcm.aing, 

and the thronr,h shipments b~i "Pacifiaae 11 
.,, d the ca.rf;oes by 

'Jt'rance 11 arc increasing every tri. '" ile our cm•go is decreas-

both outward and i:t:r.vG.rd . T'ne lt'.tJt trip of tl.e "France" 

there uero larc;e quru1titics of cyrrc::riite, o·,rder,cart1•1c1r,ei:i, 

-rines, ~pirits,bcer eto . ~ancl s we havn been told by snippers, 

·r vre do not tDke the lot of their carco they can't pick out 

,mat • c <~hoso to ta..lre v..nd louvc what wo on' t trike . 

It se0.ms a pity 2. tor the na:iy yeP..rs of fie .t and 1.oss 



that we chould have to '";ive up under 1s ·blo con.ditions • 

Ho,rnver, 1'rom ,. hat you ~rite rn seem iew the position 

somewhat clifferently, and I eun only it is very serious 

in ccd f'or ... y Compazu, r...s it uill be 'icult to sell tho 

SteaJUers mr wind up e;wopt u:i. th heavns . Tho Aclmiral. 

r ere is lar ,ely to blD.Jrl0 in the nmt tE e 2."'" urec1 n1e that 

tho agreement "as binding on both nati.li.ties and we ~ln.dly 

conf'or ..,d to his .rishes under this F.e..nce ·which has turned 

out to lJ e1 cut irely tail::~c ious • 

Ar.1 scrry our Captains, Su)i.r ocs and Officers 

ure not the ri{,;ht men, we send tho v•1iest wo can J)rocure 

in Aus t ?Li.l i 2. .. 

Is 'r Sea~oe returnin to Ue Hebrides? I hope 

he ... uj had a very pleasant trip to .. .nc . Here in A stral.ia 

evcr-,1thin0 is very pros1Jerous, v,nd tl .; ::_-.. a , eat expansion 

in tr~do so that wo ore all kept ver.uoy . 

T:rustim; you 2.re uell,. ui ind re ,m do,. 

Believe mo, 

Yours tr· 



e. orn.nd , 1t1o f tr e int e o 

Hobrido Group of Isl ndc under dun.l cont,.ol . 

The hole circum tances connecte .1t't t 0 est~blishm,nt of 

roroi n nation l i t lo. tn the cif.ic t1'e fail re or ore t 

Brite.in to pre urve a. frim"'e of Britll"l · r1an out ost•· 11.!orru d-

in the Continent r :u t J.1 in too well no to re 111 e 

repetition . It 1!" ayond do bt th·t every OPi O tun ,y a 

tforded to Ore t Britain to rct~in rttl h in. luence rirtht 

throu~h the c1f'1c , cro 0 t1n lcb uld 

virtual.1, h v b COtlO tta.ch 

Cont1n r.+- . It mo.y . a.tely 

to an,1 ··ovorn , by th , u~·t :- li 1 

id t I t tho 'I olo oi 1- e Isl n 

roupe , 1 cludinr: toe no c dud to Ge ranc.~ ancl 

ware .'.)rll"""in, ,lly exp o • cd rit1s nd • : tr 11 n , 

• d only tho p th: and q,up ont 1~nor co or he writ· 0:1 Co on-

ial Office, h . event ,d t ,., :mu<;h t..., be e i ed comb nat on of 

it1r:: inter ts n t e ... out ern so .s, .!ch oul VO bee 

tt f•~ctory to t o v ,..io a t. ~1..nd r ce concerned, c. ell .., o 

tho ture el .r co 1tin nt . 

Howev,..,r tl , e y 1 ent lo!:"t op ortunities d p "'t rrors 

ln Colonlal 1n1~tr tion, rn E oul no ende vor trono1.ly t 

tor 1n11t or d . ster a.n cling ca o.nc 1 ely le~i l to "'O 

to retain o.t WO -;ot nc! r;trcm then t e :)O!' i ion t 

AUP-tre.11 , in vio 0 th cert in - ure r pd e. P :iion ,n 

tic p te c ..,ei: ln t· o 1r1c . e vent o J pan ,. f' 



fir t cl R Po 1r , t ne cooplotinn or t· o ,, n . C nal , the 

rvell un tetivcn t AUBtr. 1 , New z nd, t.e 

ola ot t e 1 l·u1 • ,.,.rm.tp• oft e 01 t c.n e to'rc ·he?' 1 ,h 

any other C lSE.1 0 ly too ; tont to t C r-e v~nt, ~o t e 

l e C!1i 1C ,. L o!\tra f r o cl : •. pl y ot c'! iplona.ti tr 11n";S 

i .. t' e 1 tore t,~ of V latl" n \.t1on .. 11 ti , ich r.i y m y not 

l .. a.cl t old t od f ettlemont unf tun t ly no H e 

c nven ·1 n C· lt ~o i, r evor :- i..c t 

I Vi rt Of ' 1P for - n ... ·rut re , ,. .... . ... \78 i"" ly lcr.i: 

la.ti n'l prop rinP. or a. 11 o. the 0 "11 • rd rift 

Unfortu t ly pa.st er ors seem i,o ho.ve b,.,on ot' 0 :v 1 '1n 

it mu t be concodo tl,at 1:10 <-re • t. l.l lindly atumblin,i;,· lon , , 

n 1 tl 0~1.attJ Br.tti~'. ct plot acy f' • r C tie "tC :t f iC J. 

1sl ,d re concern a. only b cl .... ~b~o t1to f'n..1lu e . • 

Oorm:1n h he ,O onla.1 Co n ·-1 0 !e C ants \VhO h· 'V, had rl nd 

xucriencec, 'i o a.re re err .d to for Bl.1vi<.:o .1hcn , ny ir- r cu_red , 

Fr nu l o 1 tt. chment of ox ort 

or mon ... y tor t e .. me ur '"G:nent of Co on1:m.t1on .,nd to hold 

op onontr- !n c· ·C ... ; Or t Br. t•1.."r.' olicy a; )Oar,. to be one of. 

obscurity . So .. e ob letc el • rl~• =->entl m 1111 se rch throtlf"h 

"l.P 0.1. the 1 to try find ther certaln isl fl . a 

1n t .. e at or .est Indiee '"~oner lly •pe 1nr t o on y th1n.rr 

:no . a. out the cit c :Isl 1s th t occ sion lly onoy 1 

col ect . for i"' .. ona.rlos b prcac o z ·,o toll of t1 o m my 

.rongs nfll ted upo the poor unchristi iz d n t ve, and ho 

t e 11~ht or tho ~o.p l ~ r idly ·nv lopin~ t e ~ole or t re 



dark l nd . Tl: 1s \"Tat 3tr1k1nr:l,y 1llu~tra.tod 1n th(t reoont 

debate in tho I ouco of CoI!ll!lon upon t o Now Habriden Convention, 

hen in responr,e to quoetiona by n ~ember with some tnowled~e of 

hi ouoj ct , tbe British r iino 1n1.ntor di 1 · Acd tho quostion 

11 ·11tly by ro ,=-.rkin-::­

could, r ally for the rotection of these CS.V" o tr1boc -

c nn1 ln n, m ny otbe c· rm1n~ type~ oft t ort" . r 

, n~ton C urchill in thn ..... no dobati> eo ,..,.1 t t,, erap. as se t .o vio. 

th. t the Gov rnn cnt 1 d onl to doL .. l , t cond 1 t iona of onva..«?.o y 

nd c. on . "is a. group or isla.n 

over h ch no o or h s e:cercioed y c ntrol . It ·• berm 

1:iort of no .l an•~ l nci - I r:io~n no , .. an h~o an. utho 1 ty over 1 t 

exc pt th . en ·~ho ll e th(;_r(1; anc. a.s the rime '1nistcr ha. 

lr .y fl 1d, o:7ln to t.hr h Pit(, of cannib 11.:..m ll.< ' other ea.v 

cuotons, ~~t• tt:> Of grwo dieord, h ~~ al ay prev 1 If 

fter the £, OVO emar1 able t?t t~ he t1,en info med 

Hou e t· t t o Colon:!., 1 Off'1ct- mu• t not ba . p o e<l to lac 

tnfor, tion on the sttb.jet,;t .• ich they l Rd been L~tu~ '"irut ror 

tho 

t enty ye re . pp rentlr itc len~thy stuuy of the ~ubject as 

1e 

not en~bled the r1t1 h -ovornmont to r pt e f'u..~~ ont l prin­

ciple t .. a.t only by securino- Brtti"h supron1°cy can they onnure 

the carryin"' out or Brlti!'lh ideals '!3 to th tro tment of inf -

1or r cao . 

It J.s r.o"'t unf:ortun te that hi 1 e c urch oer in .. a r-lan< 

n Nsi. Ze'lJ. n , ro !ind. ·nr• monoy to c r1•~t1a.n-

1ze d sett1 o th i la.n , Er!ti l1 and lo ,al lorri 1 t1on 1. 
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:vorin"'; ror::,igr.. or:r nation K ne .. t ve cter.;r a.tion . 

str 1 :1nr'lY .i.llu~t . 'l.t d in t1 o a< r.1 n.s . t.1on o t thL c w.~oL of 

.~ .• e·r-1 Hobridor> Conv nt ... 1 proh .... uitl .'"' tho mpor ... or liquor and 

ot er undes:l.r ble •:-,Oootl.; _ or . • .1. to th, 11:..tivef' . Immod tely 

t Convent on 

q,nnounce . ith t flour· i·h or trumpet t,. t the tr·v:lo 1n 

fire- th m in!: t ~Y ;: ,. r nch trq,do -1 ,iu.or 

ne 1 es lt lro r, ortec to y nor.1 ·· r tir-> Tr dcrfl - s 

to b, to 0 ~b~o1utoly stop ~d . o ,omJ on r l t} Oover ent 

l GovcrmJ nt ot 1.e• u d strin? 4n r xru· ationr 

e c· rry1n'"' o a. 1 .ont ob nd in .ritish vesso 

e.ru .. urni:, hllp Co . , ·rt ·ose veewa f'. sol y ropre:::c:.nt0cl LritL 

shi pin~ and vho n cor.i 10n c· r1 rs h .d. " rev loucly carrie ny 

cn.rr;o · offer to them. g :vo tho.1.r l e rty . • ent a.n,1 eo- o;.>er t lln 

to the ne., re!'.'l'ttl tion' on th~, l.ns1. r nee tll t 71 !"€.mc var-sol{' nd 

Trn er! er .... botn,,. tr ter er , .d lS""U d not1c s 

to -~ 1 "'h-!'Dor"' of c r o t .t thojr oul not n futuro l! rry 

\1nos , Sp!.rit~ ".lt l luor tc . • r n<;h c" i lomRcy, omwcr , 

too o ton re do <iuplic ty, Ll once .. o thti Brit:.i..•· ... .ad t e mo -

ra.{ a nevero ,10 d 't t OJ by th~ro ~ho ncould 

av b,· n t u1r 1rot ctor0 . 

co -:-nc a. to re 1.p • 

w 0 tr li n t.te 

o t .. llinr-- into line ith tho Lritlsh 

v r:t by c• rryinr- t o C'1. P-"o rofu c: d by tho 

co .ply t re, l tin do m d tab l the intaraat or t 

n t e. o r t e .- e· lco-, Prn~. ve s ls car 1c u .nt1tie• 



ot · nd tr od oy.,nl in contr lmnd nods, d rtdo the ilritii?h 

r :i.dor s ,o supplie h b n cut off by the Britir:ih rcmulations, 

1ther :t'ilch\l>d t1 a1r tr o .Lr~m t o. or compellt)d tl om to 

E l the ir pro uce to the French v c~ol3 in oxch~nr,-o for tl~e 

11lic-t r.,;ootd, 'b~ c • ero not procur· ble un r • ritlsh fla 

T r ~ult tunninr,-. blow ,o the ustr 11 n n en.r ors the 

tr e fell ::>f i:.· y ritnrI h 14 ~n· v r:-f"els returned from lonP- and. 

ut nr. t.Lo'"' . 

lr.lo"t empty . 

inquiE 1 ti•r,:, aye .. of the B i tie _ 

. d1 ... ion l Fr nc:r. voe cl. entered tro tr<1.do 

n t b ly the 11Ko 11 ,nc tt:r•,.n.n\;e 11 . 

u tr 11 r firm :m.t W1 e tl"e ~ranch fl- . ocured in fivo eel<3 

ore Copr tr a ,v... zccured. ln two no tbs y t,1 c ro~ula.r O.Rt b-

or th~n t' !co er size . protc t t F n.nco 

Colc.,ni 1 0:f'f ice A.r' et. b.1 o. ·,1 • .. nd opl~l t •1.t the 

Conv ntion a ot yot _roc1~1ced, ·n' conse~uontly not bein~ 

Alt 01.lP;h nevera.l mor .. hr hn.v 

incc elnp,.ec, it liooc not ee, 1 t.o h~v occurred to Britisl1 or 

Austr 11 n r.:ta.tesnen t r .. em n t:. t 1t all bo ·t once rocl~1 -

od n.d nforced . ·1 o P')C ... tion 1 ~cut.,, nd ·hile unrtor tl e 

i rench .l ,.,. busin r~ 1: pro~r ,sn1ri...,...... n , _ ancl.Lngl! t o Austr 11 n 

Servlc9 1 t'lo·vl:r but cu ly beiw f rce out . 

fipec1 ic c ea or t ~ .al f 111:1.cit ~o ct re r t, ove 

but it iL or en ,mon knm'fle,. .:ra thn.t th.e Franc tr e in 

them s incro s d ,.ncl t e Britifh p o ·b1t1on l n.s boon ltogethC1' 
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the be t 'OO .. tble t in'"" for French tr \de . One French Btesmer 

mont , 1111 r .., the.: Frt.,nc , !fl. il e .,,c;r- r.10 .1. 1.nd.cd 40 e;,... sen D~n .. , 1 te 1n 

one con-irrnme. t . rrench • ~in~ vee. ol openl • tr· es r u11d 

to the l ,t VCf' . 

i, once .:. topp d, or trc rect,r c·tionn ai:,;,~ine t. eru. rorn.ovect., t '1 ,y 

re rui 1ed men . j'hcn e ro .. e b ·r t·mt . .J .Lt1oi1 tra.rlo t'on:1s ow 

lmo, t o r only hap of ret.-iniw. a cl .. :i.ra 01. t e roup, ·.ve ber;-1.n 

to ,r p tho ~o 1 tcn cc f tho roscnt o~·tion . 

It s unrteretood that t· e loc 1 .ren~h !':!;Jthor 1 t,lo,_, chru!"' 

t •o:l.r nhoulcters enl ~rotor. ,:,n~rance of :iny such t a.ff1c, nd it 

thoy bonef1t in pocl~ t nc. :-- ,o t· o u tr, li n connection dyin~ 

01 t . - And . . ,.t ill b the f n9.l rC"Ul t O!~ t ., _ rtra.li n 

orv1co bound. by "'tra.11 n c nditio . • d Im.perl'll ed ets, 

~11 .. 1nc;t the free nd unfettero trf f'1'ic under t1 o F onch fl~ ? 

It tr or 'if m:,"' c~se f ·er or \lno or some dyn m1to to 
e 

fiFh with or otl•o 1.r-0 iuited. co.r o, •il.l" c--o to the Br.i ti~h 

eoi ent Cczn." 1. r1 ner .. na r:!a.i. 

1 by an u tr 11 n team 

11 r tner Ct l .er - he C n p; 

nd G .... "!lply tf,l" hl:-- d tritma.. 

t 0 ultr.-hum .ni 1 ideas or 

e 1- ·r.o import it from Au. ,rn.1-

It cane sily 

t tl t ho a.ntn 

that h :.nnot 

the Eritis 
l' 
~8t 

s<:, on th t he 

a.nr all lrn wantA, 

f ... o ct to ntudy 

1·ct r ~11 in it 

the r id ~u3 of li t should bo on., tr.1od, nd 11 t f-'-hould not be 

con ur:i.od, 11 ~ho Io n. I t e Britl h fir t 20c red cont~o 



(7) 

t .on tl cy uculd. c ountle ... s grar..1u lly brin:"" b .ut conr-id0r1iblo 

bet tcrmont, ut ... ~el:- Jvcry . ·tion ls • nton.1IU" the lo r- o • 
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