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Dear lr., Atlee Hunt,

I duly recsived your favour of the ist instant
and have cerefully noted what you say in connsotion with the
interssts in the New Hebrides which Higginson's heirs are trying to
dispese of., As I wrote bhefore, I feel convinced that Higpinson's
mpre‘ entatives are desirous of petiting an @ffer first fron sone
British source, and that they will afterwards use this with the
French Govermaent,

As yegards cur Marshall Island claim, I have
received ancther cablegrem fron Mr, Forsyth astating thah he has no
intention of going tce Berlin unless Sir, F. Lascelles considers
that there may be scome probability of securdng a setx‘;lammx‘é"by his
geing there, From this 1t would apvear that Mr Forsyth has met
Sir F. Lascelles in Londen, sad that 417 Lascelles finds mmn; reatum
-ing to Germany that there might be 2 probability of Mr. Vorsyth
gettiing sme settlement, then he will go across, Bafore doilgr so0,
howevar, My, Forsyth will ses the Colenlal 0ffice and get thelr
asseant, and we are meanwhile sending him an authority to act, no

that he may have something to shew,
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Wr, Lucas tells me that the "FRANCE" is expect-
ed during the next day or twe in Sydney and thaet she has 120 tons
¢f Copra, which 1 in excess of what our steamers have lately heen
gecuring in the New Hebrides = You are vrobably aware thal the
PrRANOE® deels very largely in contraband carge , and last trip
from Sydney smé took aquantities of dynamite, powder, shot, cartridges
-89, wines and spirits &o, If this vansel Had not the outward
freilght from Sydney it would hardly pay her €0 come hars, As X
paefore explained %e you, in losing carge comprising besr, stout,
wines, explosives e we lese a large gquantity of ethmf eaxpe which
naturelly goes with it to same Consigness, z2nd Bhiprers ﬁmll n: we
can have the lot or leave if, Traders wnder the French 'i"laﬂ;i are
alze takilnr adventese of the nosition by declininge to supnly pro-
hivited cargo unless they get copra in exchange, and 20 ouy husinesg
is pradually drifSting away from us,

‘ The H.M,3. "CAMERIAN" came in a few days ago
from the Islamds, but there appears Lo have been nothing sald in
thé praéa in regard to the wholesale way in which both British and
Frenech people are evading the supposed Agresment betwaeen Engv:lmu%
and France, under cover -of the French flag, It has occurred to me
whether somethi'ng should not be made public here in Australia, or
some }agita.tion commenced to try te get the French people te act in
accordance with the Agreement which was made at the conference in
Londen, I wrote a special letter to you sbout this matter enclos-
ing a statement of the position and would have no cbJjections if you
hended this over to the Press in Melbcurne, or if vou think 1t
wiser for us to take action here we could ¢all the attention of

the papers te what is geing on, as it will certainly eventually
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oust us altogether from the NHew Hebrides trade, and the Corvone
wealth Government can hardly expeet us te continue in this contract
mless we are placed upon & somewhat mere egual footine with ony
oppenent s, It is bhad enough sailing under Australian conditions,
as under the French flag the vessels are run with coloured crews,
exenpt from Australilan condiftions, and can alse carry contrabend
cargo and trade as they like, - 1t would icck as 1f we woeuld have
eventually te retire altogeither inv their faveur, and in my cpinion
it is well te 1ssue a warning hefershand,

I had & lefter from Captain Rason a fow days
ago, and he says that the tarde from Sydney is inereasing, net
diminishing, end ergues generally that thers 1s not much in oup
cemplaint - Prade from Sydney and te Sydney hes inereased certainly
but this 12 caused through the ¥rench vesaals eomings here and hene-
fitiing by our hands heing tled end it has Txargoly decreased as far
as we are conceyned, The "PACIFIQUE" now tekes came ntraight
from Sydney te the New Hebhrides, and asks ne questions, and also
the "FRANCE" comes in here and loads any carpe offered. Othar
emaller vessels run from Newealedenia, and all this is havimr a
great affect upen our more restrictaed Bervice,

Captain Rasen writes that because the French
carry econtrapvand, that is no veason why HEnrlishmen should dirty
their hands,

Am sure I need not use any argunsnt upen this
statement, trade 1s trade, and we cannot jlay the louwing geme and
run at a less, se that 1f the position isnot solwable, then
Australia batter ahandon the mtempt., relisve us from our New Heb-

rides ocntrzwt and we will tuke cur chanet with the otheera away
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from Australia 2nd all the disabilities we are now seeﬁingly axpect
-ed te fight against,
| I shall be glad to have your views znd am sure
you will pardon my writing exactly as I feel,

Yours itruly,

Atlee Hunt Esq,
Dept, External Affairs,

Melbourne, V,
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Pear Captain Rason,

. Thanks for yours of 22nd ult.,; now the bulk of the
Kanskas are repatriated,you will not b moving about 80 much-
Wotwithstanding all you write, the traip of the New Hebrides
is gradaally loaving our Ships and goig under the French fiag,
and we are now seriously negotiating vith the Commonwealth
Government to relieve us from our contract so that the whole
trade may be carried on umder French cnditions. I quite
agree with you that the trade from ani to Sydney is increasing,
and the through shipments by "Pacifique" and the cargoes by
"prance” are increasing every trip while our cargo is decreas—
-ing both outward and imwsrd. The Iast trip of the "France”
there were large quantities of dynamite, powder,cartridses,
wines, spirits,beer etc.,and as we have been told by shippers,
if we do not take the lot of their eargo they can't pick out
vhat we chose to take and leave what we won't take.

It seems o pity efter the nany years of fight and 1088.
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that we should have to mive up under ssible conditioms.
However, from what you write we secem lew the position
somewhat differently, and I can only it is very serious

indeed for my Company, =8 it will be 'icult to sell the

Steamers and wind up except with heayss. The Admiral

here is largely to blame in the mattee assured ne thlil
the agreement was binding om both na*a.lities,and we gladly
conformed to his wishes under this agnce which has ‘tumed
out to be entirely fallacious. |

Anm serry our Captains, Supirgoes and officers
are not the right men, we send the wibest we can procure
in Australia. .

Is kir Seagoe returning to | New H‘ebridés‘? I hope
he hes had o very pleasant trip to Eemd. Here in Australia

everything is very prosperous,and tﬂ_ is a great expansion

" in trade so that we are all kept vex{uSY~

Trusting you are well, wittind regards,
Belleve me,

Yours tr |



Memorandum showing present position of trade in the New

‘Hebrides Group of Islands under dusl cantrbl.

. S " i — 1 — - (2

The whole circumstances connected with the establishment of
foreisgn nationalities in the Pacific and the failure of Great
BQitain to preserve a fringeof British island outposte safeguard-
ing the Continent of Australia, is too well known to require
repetition. It is beyond doubt that every opportﬁnity was
afforded to Great Britain to retain British influence right
through ths Pacifle, creating a British Polynesia, which would
virtually have become attached to and governed by the Australian
Continent. It may be safely said that the whole of the Island
groups, including those now ceded to Germany, France and Amerlca,
were originally exploited and settled by British and Australians,
and éﬁly the apathy and apparent ignorance of the Eritish Colon-
ial Office, has prevented this much to be desired combination of
British interests in the Southern seas, which would have been so
satlefactory to the various island races concerned, as well as to
the future welfsre of this isolated island continent.

However mubh we may lament lost opportunities and past errors
in Colonial administration, we should now endeavor strenously to
terminate further disaster and disgrace, and wilsely legislate so
as to retain what we have got and strengthen the position of
Australia, in view of the certain future rapid expansion and
anticipated changes in the Paeific. The advent of Japan as a
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first class Power, the near completion of the Panama Canal, the
marvellous productiveness of Australia, New Zealand, and the
whole of the island sroups of the Southern seas, together with

many other causes only too patent to the observant, must malke the
wide Pacific a theatre for the display of diplomatic strainings
1ﬁ the interests of various nationalities, which may or may not
lead to old methods of settilement, which unfortunately no Hague
convention can altegether ever eradicate.

In view of this fore-shadowed future, are we wisely legie-
lating and preparing, or are we s8till on the downward drifte

Unfortunately past orrors seem to have been of no avail and
it must be conceded that we are still blindly stumbling along,
and all the boasted British diplomacy, as far as the Pacific
islande are concerned, can only be clagsed ae an absolute fallure,
Germény has her Colonial Council of Merchants who have had 1sland
experiences, who are refoerred to for advice when any is recuired,
France also has an attachment of éxpart advisors, and grants sums
of money for the encouragement of Colonization, and te hold
opponents in check; Great Britain's policy appears to be one of
obscurity. Sonie obselete elderly gentleman will search throuch
a map of the Pacific to try and find whether certain islande are
in the Bast or West Indies, and generally speaking the only thing
known about the Pacific &slands is that occaslionally money 1is
collected for Missionarles by preachers who tell of the many
wronges inflicted upon the poor unehristianized natives, and how
the lizht of the gospel is rapidly enveloping the whole of these



dark lands. Tris was strikingly 1llustrated in the recent
debatelin the House of Commons upon the New Hebrides Convention,
when in responee to questions by & member with soms knowledge of
his subject, the British Prime Minister dismissed the question
lightly by remarking:- "We were making the best bargain we
could, really for the protection of these savage tribes -
cannibals and many other charminz types of that sort”. Mr
Winston Churchill in the same debate sought to emphasise the view
that the Government had only to deal with conditlons of savagery
and chaos. “The New Hebrides", he began, "is a group of islands
over which no power has exercised any control. It has been a
sort of no man's land - I mean no man has any authority over 1t
except the men who live therse; and ag the Prime Minister has
already sald, owinz to the hablits of cannibalism and other savage
customs, a state of grave disorder has always prevailea”,

Arter the zbove remarkable st&tementé he then informed the
House that the Colonial Office muet not be supposed to lack
information on the subject, which they had been studying for
twenty years=s. Apparently its lengthy study of ﬁhe subject has
not enabled the Britieh Government to grasp the fundamental prin-
ciple, that only by securing British supremacy can they ensure
the carrying out of Dritish ldeals as to the treatment of infar-
ior races.

It 1s most unfortunate that while church goers in England
Australia, Canada and New Zealand, are findinc money to chrietian-
ize and settle the islands, British and local lesgislation is
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favoring foreizr domination and native degradation. This 1s
strikingly illustrated in the administration of the clauses of
the New Hebrides Convention prohibiting the import of liquor and
other undesirable goods for sale to the natives. Immediately
the Conventlon between England and France had been signed 1t was
announced with a great flourish of trumpets that the trade in
liguor and fire-arms, the mainstay of French trade - and as a

necessary result also reSorted to by some EBritish Traders -~ was

to be at once absolutely stopped. The Commonwealth Government
and the Imperial Government both issued stirinesent regulations
prohibiting the carryine of all contraband in British vessels,
and Burne,Philp & Co., whose vessels solely represented British
shipping and who as common carriers hsd previously carried any
cargo-offered to them, gave thelr hearty assent and co-operation
to the new regulations on the assurance that French vesseles and
Traders were being treated in a like manner, and issued notices
to all shippers of cargo that they would not in future carry
Wines, Spirits, Malt liguors etc. French diplomacy, however,
too often reads duplicity, and once more the BEritish had the mor-
tification of seeing a neveio blow dealt them by those who should
have been thelr protectors.

Prench vessels, instead of falline Iinto line with the British
commenced to reap a harvest by carfying the ceargo refused by the
Australian steamers. Taking advantage of the British haste to
comply with regulations deemed to be in the interest of the

natives of the New Hebrides, French vessels carrled quantities



(8)

6? and tradad'openly in contraband goods, deflded the British

Traders who supplies had been cut off by the BEritish repulations,
and elther filched their trade from them or compelled them to

gell their produce to the French veessels in exchange for the
illieit goode, which were not procurable under the British flag.
The result was a stunning blow to the Australian steamers, the
trade fell off by nearly half, and vessels returned from long and
expeonesive voyages almost empty. Shippers, who before had dealt
exclusively with the Australian vessels, now imported thelr soods
by French vessels, safe from the inquisltive eyee of the British
authorities. Additional French veesels entered the trade,
notably the "Kone" and "France". The latter chartered by an
Auetfalian firm, but under the French flag, secured in five weeks
more Copra than was secursd 1in two monthe by the regular estab-
lished steamer ¢f more than twice her size. A protest to France
through the Colonial Office was met by a bland reply that the
Convention was rot yet proclaimed, and conseguently was not beine
recognized or enforced by France. Although several months have
since elapned, 1t does not seem to have occurred to British or
Australian statesmen to demand that 1t shall be at once proclaim-
ed and enforced. The position iz acute, and while under the
French flaz business is progressinzg and expanding, the Australian
Service 1s slowly but surely beinz forced out.

Specific cases of the sale of 1llicit zoode are hard to provs
but it is & matter of common knowledege that the French trade in
them has increased, and the British prohibition has been altogetheéy
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the best poselble thines for French trade. One French steamer

is reported to have landed 150 caser Gin on Ambrym alone in one
month, whilst the French Mall steamer landed 40 cases Dynamite in
one consismment. A French salling vessel openly trades round
the island of Tanna selling fire-arms and grog for ¢ash or Copra
to' the natives, The Britlsh Traders state that unless this i=s
at once stopped, or the restrictions againet them removed, they
are ruined men. When we remember that British trade forms now
almost our only hope of retaininq a claim on the Group, we begin
to grasp the seriousness of the present position.

It is understood that the local FPrench authoritles shrug
their shoulders and profess ignorance of any such traffic, and it
paye them to express sympathy with Dritish aspirations, while
thoy benefit in pocket, and see the Australian connection dying
out. - And what will be the final result of the Australian
Service bound by Australian conditions and Imperial edicts, as
azninst the free and unfettered traffic under the French flag?

If a trader wants a case of beer or wine, or some dynamite to
fish with, or otherprohivited cargo, wilgrge to the British
Resldent Commissioner and get a permit to import it from Austral-
ia by an Australian steamer? It can easily be geen that he
will rather deal where he can get what he wants, and all he wants,
and simply tell his old frisnds that he cannot afford to study
the ultra-humanitarian ideas of the Britiuhék, and fall in with.
their ideas of what should be consumed, and what should not be

consuned, in the Islands. If the British first secured control



(7

then they could doubtless gradually brine about conesiderable
betterment, but thelr every actian‘is hastoning the loss of
control which will, and must eventually end iIn their having
nothing to do with the New Hebrides,'and then they will have no
riecht to interfere with the destiny of its native races.

The conmggzsglution of the whole difficulty is that either
the dual control should act dually in prohibiting what is con-
asidered detrimental to the black and white population of the New
Hebrides, or if thies cannot be done, then as in every other failr
fight, one man's hande should not be tied while the other is froee
to hit him all over. As a well known Missionary once enid to
the late Sir Henry Parkee "If I must be shot, I would sooner be
killed with an English rifle than by an inferilor Continental
weapon" . |

SYDNEY,
July 15th 1607.



Memornndum chowing present position of trade in the How
flsbrides Group of Ielands wndor dual control.
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The whole circumstances connected with the establishment of
foroien nationalitios in the Pacific and the failure of Oreat
ﬁi&sin to preassrve a fring of Eritiech Lisland outposts saforuard-
ing the Continent of Aurtralinm, in too well known to require
repetition. It is bayond doubt that every opportunity wae
afforded to Grest Britain to rotnin British influence richt
through the Pacific, creatine a Dritish nwm, which would
virtually have bocome attached to and governed by the Australian
Continent, It may be safely sald that the shole of the Island
groups, including those now ceded to Germany, France and America,
wore orisinally exploited and sottled by Dritish and Australians,
sl a;nly the aptthy and apparent Icnorance of the Dritish Colone
1al 0ffice, has preventsd this muih to be desired combination of
British interssts in the Southorn sess, which would have been 8o
satiefactory to the various isiund races concverned, as wsll as to
thoe future welfare of this iselated lsland continont,

However mubh we may imt lost oppertunities and past erron
in Colonial administration, we should now sndeaver ntrenoualy to
terminate further disaster and disgrace, and wisely lesrisiate so
as to retain what we have got and astrengthen the position of
Australia, in view of the certain future rapld expansion and
anticipated changes in the Pagific. The advent of Japan as a
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first class Power, the near completion of the Panama Canal, the

marvellous productiveness of Australin, How Zealand, ond the
whole of the island sroups of the Southern sems, togethor with

many other causus only too patent to the obasrvant, must make the
wide Pacific a thestra for the display of diplomatic strainines
in the interests of varisue nationalities, whick may or may not
leand to old methode of setilement, which unfortunately no Hague
econvention can altogether ever eradicate.

 In view of this fore-shadowed future, are we wisely lomise
lating and preparing, or are we still on the downward drifte

Unfortunately past orrors seem to have been of no mmil and

it muet be conceded that we are otill biindly stunmbling alone,
and all the bomsted British diplomacy, as far as the Pacific
ialande are concerned, can only beo c¢lagned ac an abeolute fallure
Mrwi;w hns her Colonial Council of Herchante who have had L1eland
oxperiences, who are reforrasd to for advice whon any e recuired,
France aleo has an stinchment of export advisors, and grants sums
of monsy for the encoursvement of Colonimatlion, and to hold
opponente in check; Great Britain's policy appesrs to be one of
obecurity. Sozio obsolets slderly gentlsman will search throurh
6 map 0f the Paclific to try and find whether certain islande are
in the East or West Indies, and gonerally speaking the only thing
known about the Pacific Xalands ip that oceaslonally monsy ls
colloctod for Misesionaries by preachors who tell of the many
wronge inflicted upon the poor unehriestianized natives, and how
the 1lisht of tho goepsl is rapidly enveloping the whole of these



()

dark lands, Tiis wae strikingly Lllustrated in tha'r»oant
debate in the Houss of Commons upon the New Hebrides Conventlon,
shen in response to questions by & member with zome knowledse of
his subject, the British Prime Hinister dimmlesed the quostion
lightly by remarking:- “We wore malting the best bargain we
could, really for the protection of these savasme tribes -
cannibals and many other charning typee of that sort®, Mr
Winston Churchill in the samoe dobate rousht to emphasise the view
that the Government had only to doal with conditions of savarory
and chaos. "The Hew lebrides”, he began, "ie a group of islands
over which no power has exercised any control. It has boen a
sort of no man's land ~ I mean no msn hae any suthority over it
excapt the men who live there; asnd as the Prime Hinister has .
alrendy eald, owing to the hablis of cannibalieom and other savage
custons, & state of mrave disordor has always prevailod,

After the sbove remarkable staltements he then informed the
House that the Colonial Offies miet not bs supposed to lack
information on the subjeset, #hickh thay had besn studying for
twanty years. Apparently its lengthy atudy of thoe subject has
not enabled the British Government to grasp the fundamental prine
ciple, that only by securing British supromacy can they ensure
the carryinz out of Lritish idenis as %o the treatment of infsre
ior races.

It is most unfortunate that vhile church goers in England
Australia, Canada and New Zealand, are findine money to christian-

“ize nnd setile the iclande, British and loeal lomislation is
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favoring forsimy domination and ﬁatxva aésradﬁﬁien. This is
strikingly illustrated in the sdninietration of the c¢lausags of
the Hew Hebrldes Conventlon prohibiting the lmport of liquer and
other undesirable gooda for sals to the natives. Innodiately
the Convention between England and France had-boan slmmaod it was
aﬁnauncea with o great flourish of trumpets that the trade In
liguoer and fire-arms, the mainetay of Prench trade - and as a

necenpary result alese roSoried to by some British Traders - wag
to be at once absolutely stepped. The Jommonweanlth Government

and the Imperial Govornment both issued strineent regulations
prohibiting the cnrryins of all contraband in Dritich vaessele,
and Iurns,Phily & Co., shoge vessels solely ropressnied British
ehipping and who as common carrisre had previously carried any
carmo offorsl to them, gave their hesriy sssent and co-oparation
to the new rogulations on the assurancs that Prench vessisle and
Traders were befng treated in a Iike nannsr, and issued notices
to ali ehippors of carge that thay would not in Future earry
Wines, Bpirites, Malt liquors ots, French diplomacy, howaevar,
too often readsz duplicity, and once mere the HBritish had the mor-
tification of sesing o savere blew deslt them by thonre who nhould
have basn their protectors.

Pronch veseoles, instead of falliine into line with the British
commenced Lo reap a harvest by carryine the earco refuned by ther
Auatralian steamors, T&klng.navantag% of the British haste to
comply with resulations desmed %o be in the Interest of the
natives of thes New Hebrides, French vessels carried quantitioes
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of and traded opuniy in contraband goods, defidod the British

Tradere who supplies had boon cut off by the British rosulatione,
and aither filched their trade from tham or compslled thom to

sell their produce to the French vessels in exchanme Tor the
1liicit goode, which were not procurable under thoe Hritish flas.
‘Iﬁu rosult was a stunndng blow to the Australian steameors, the
trade fell off by nearly half, and vesasls returned from lonr and
expuneive voyager almont emply. thippere, who bofore had dealt
exclusively =with the Australlian vessels, now lmported thelr coode
by French veassels, safe from the inguisitive eyens of the British
authorition. Additional French vesascle entered the trade,
notably the "Fome" and "France". The lattser chartersd by an
Australian firmy but under the French flag, secured in ive weeks
more Copra than was securaed in twe monthe by the regsular estabe-
lished- stenmer ¢f more than twice her size. A protest to France
through the Coltmial Offlice wae mot by & bland reply that the
Convention was rot yet proclaimed, and consequently wns not belng
recopnized or onforced by France. Althourh several months have
since elapned, 1t does not seem to have oceurred to British or
Australlan statesmen to damand that 1t shall be at ence proclaise
ed and enforced. The position iz acute, and shile under the
French flaz businees ir progreseing and expanding, the Australian
Service 1s zlowly but surely beins forced out.

fipascific eames of the sale of 1llicit goode nrs hard to prove
but it is & nmtar. of common knowledeo that the Prench trade in
them has incressad, and the Lritish prohibition hans booen altogether
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the best ponsible thing for French trade. Ons Fronch steaner

ie reported to have landed 150 cases Oin on Ambrym alone in one
month, whilst the Fronch Mall eteamer landsd 40 cnsen Dynasite in
one consismment. A Prench salline vessel openly trades round
the island of Tamna selling fire-arme and gror for cash or Copra
to' the natives, The Britilish Traders state that unless this is
at once stopped, or the rsstrictions againet them romnved, they
are ruined men, When we remenmber Lthat British trade forms now
almost our only hope of retaining s claim on the @roup, we berin
to mrasp the seriousness of the prowent position,

It 1z undaerstood that the local French authoritios shrug
tholir shoulders and profaese Lmnorance of sany such trafflcy, and it
paye thon to u:mress-smpamy with Dritieh aspirations, while
they benefit in pockst, and seo tha Australian connection Aying
out. - And what will pe the finai result of the Australinn
Sorvice bcunel' by Australian comditione and Imperial edicis, ne
araingt the free and unfettersd traffic under ths Prenceh flag?
If a trader wante a onge of boer or wine, or some dynamito to
fish with, or otherprohiblted cargo, wu‘i‘fg@ to the British
Renldent Commiessioner and ret A pormit to import it fronm Austral-
in by an Augtralian steansr? It ean ensily be saen that he
will rather deal whers he can got what he wante, and all he wanta .
and oimply tell hiz old friends that he cannot afford to study
the ultra-humanitarian idens of the Britishes, and fall in with
their ideas of what should bo connumed, and what should not be
conouned, in the Islandn. I the British first sooured control
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then they could doubtless gradually bring about conegiderable
bettorment, but their every action is hastenine the lossz of
control which will, and must, eventuaily end in their having
nothines to do with the New Hebrides, and then they will have no
rirht to intorfere with the destiny of ite native races.

The commggizglution of the whole difficulty is that either
the dual control should act dualiy in prohibiting ﬁh&t is ¢one-
sidaersad dotrimental %9 the biack ana whits pﬁpulm&lon of the New
Hebridse, or 1if this cannot be done, then as in every other falr
fight, one man's hande should not be tisd while the other is froe
to hit him all over, As a well Enown Missionary once snid to
the late 8ir MHenry Parkses "If I must be shot, I would sconer be
kKilled with an Enslish rifle than by an inferior Continental

wonpon” .

| BYDWEY,
July 1Bth 1807.
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