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MAIN FKATl'RFS
Minrra! exploration tolher than /or petroleum)

Exploration expcndiliire for Ihe June quarter 199,1 in­
creased by 411.9 per cent from Ihe March quarter 
199.1. Expendilure on production leases decreased by 
7.H per cent to $,1S.5 million and expenditure on ail 
other arras increased by 6.1.1 per cent to $1.17JI 
million.

All stales had increased exploration expenditure, with 
increases ranging from 7.1 per cent in Victoria In 82.1 
per cent in the Northern I'errilory. Exploration for 
all minerals except mineral sands and rnnstruclion 
materials increased.

Kxpbtration expt^nditiirr for Ihe six months ended 
June 1993 arnoiinhil to $296.3 millinn. which was 7.4 
per cent higher than was expected by explorers al the 
beginning of the period.

F.xplnratioii expcndiliire for 1992-9.1 lolalled $6,11.8 
million which was slightly higher than Ihe 1991-92 
total of $604.11 million, (¡old continued Io be the 
mainstay of Ihe exploration industry, accounting for 
50.7 per cent of lutai expenditure. Rase mêlais ar-
count for 29.0 per cent and exploration for diamonds 
ha.s increased In account for 6.0 per cent of total ex­
penditure as compared to 5.9 per cent in 1991-92.

Tidal drilling aclivily increased in Ihe June quarter 
199.1 by 64.5 per cei.t; from 1..1 million metres in 
.March quarter 199.1 to 2.1 million metres. Drilling 
actiiity on production leases increased by 7.6 per cent 
1» 4K0,(NN* nitlres. Fi»r all irther areas il inrnased
*5.4 per reni Io 1.6 niillHin metres.

Prirnleum eiplnraliim

Expenditure on petroleum exploration in the June 
quarter 199.1 increased by 18.6 p«r rent, from $1.10.4 
million in the March quarter 199.1 tn $154.7 million.

Total expenditure for Ihe six months ended June 199.1 
amounted Io $285.1 million, which was $17.7 million 
(6.6 per cenll higher than was expected by explorers 
al the start of the period.

F.xpioralion expenditure for 1992-9.1 totalled $611.9 
million, 29.1 per cent more than Ihe 1991-92 total of 
$47.1.9 million. Onshore exploration expenditure fell 
by 14.9 per cent to $115.2 million and ofTshnre ex-
pinration expenditure rose by 46.6 per cent to $496.7 
million.
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TABLE 4. MINERAL EXPLORATION (OTHER THAN FOR I’ETROI.EUM) 
EXPENDITURE BY TYPE OF MINERAL SOUGHT BY STATE, JUNK QUARTER 1993 

($ million)

Copper, lead, 
zinc, silver, 
nickel and 

cobalt Gold
Iron 
ore

Mineral 
sands

n«, 
tungsten, 
scheelite, 
wolfram Uranium Coal

Con­
struction 

materials Diamonds Other

New South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 
Northern Territory

Australia

Period

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90 (a) 
1990-91 
1991-92
1992-93

/99/_92 _ 
March quarter 
June quarter

1992-93 —
September quarter 
December quarter 
March quarter 
June quarter

7.0
0.4

15.7
4.1

17.6
1.8
2.9

3.9
2.-3
9.1
06

61.4 
0.8

12.8

4.3

0.4 2.9

49.4 91.1 4.5

n.p.
"l 4

n.p. 
0.4
n.p.

2.6

n.p.

n.p. 0.7 n.p.

2.6 0.1 1.9 6.2 0.1

TABLE 5. MINERAL EXPLORATION (OTHER THAN FOR PETROLEUM) 
EXPENDITURE BY TYPE OF MINERAL SOUGHT, AUSTRALIA 

($ million)
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TABLE 6. PETROLEUM EXPLORATION EXPENDITl'RE 
($ million)

Total expenditure
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On 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction

This publication contains annual and quarterly 
statistics of private sector exploration for minerals (other 
than oil shale) in Australia.

Souice

explorers who were included in the previous census. 
Events such as new discoveries, unexpected weather con­
ditions, government policy changes and unforeseen 
changes in economic conditions may cause actual ex|>en- 
ditures Io differ from those previously expected. The 
differences between actual and expected ex|x?ndilure can 
be seen in Table I.

2. Data are collected and compiled from the
exploration censuses conducted by the Australian Bureau 
of Statistics (ABS).

Related publications

It). Current publications produced by the ABS are

Scope and Coverage

3. All exploralion activity is included, regardless of
die main activity of the explorer. Details of exploralion 
are collected from all private enterprises known to be 
engaged in exploralion.

listed in the Ctilulogue of Puhliciiiions and Products. 
Australia (I lOl.O). The ABS also issues on Tuesdays and 
Fridays, a Puhliciition.s Advice (1105.0) which lists publi­
cations to be released in the next few days. The 
Catalogue and Publications Advice are available from any 
ABS office.

4. From September quarter 19KQ, details of mineral
II. Publications showing details of wells and metres

explorers reporting less than ,$5.()(M) per quarter have been 
excluded from the Tables, resulting in a small break in 
the series from 1989-90. Data linking the Iwo collection 
methodologies for Tables 2, .3 and .5 are contained in the 
September quarter 1990 issue.

Classiricatinn

drilled in petroleum exploralion are available from the 
Petroleum Resource Assessment Branch of the Bureau of 
Resource Sciences (formerly the BMR).

Symbols and other usages

n.y.a. 
n.p.

5. The following categories are used:

(a) Prnductinn leiise/Other, where a prixluction lease 
i.s an area on which prixluction or development is 
actually taking place.

(b) Onshore/Offshore, where offshore includes all 
operations in a marine area under the Petroleum 
(Submerged Ixinds) Act 1967 or under any Acts 
administered by Stale governments

n.a.

12.

not yel available
not available for separate publication but 

included in totals
not available
not applicable
nil or rounded to zero
figures revised since previous issue

Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies
may (Kcur between the sums of the component items and 
their totals.

(c) DrilHng/Olher. where drilling e.\pendilure
13. Percentage changes shown in this publication have

includes cost of access (roads, vessel hire, etc.) to 
the drilling site and site preparation etc., and 
other expenditure includes costs of surveys, report 
writing, map preparation and all other activities 
attributable to exploration.

Definitions

been calculated on actual figures as reported by explorers. 

Electronic services

Discovery

6. Minerals. In the broad sense these comprise melal- PC-Ausstats

lie minerals, construction materials, gemstones, other 
non-metallic minerals, oil shale and petroleum (oil or

Key *656# for selected current 
economic, social and demographic 
statistics. Further infonnation is avail­
able on (06) 252 6161.

Thousands of up-to-date time series are 
available on this ABS on-line service. 
For further information phone the PC-

gas).

7. E.sploration. This includes the search for new ore

AU,SSTAT.S 
(06) 252 6017.

Help Desk on

occurrences or undiscovered oil or gas, and/or appraisal 
intended to delineate or greatly extend the limits of 
known deposits of minerals or oil or gas reservoirs by 
geological, geophysical, getKheinical, drilling or other 
methods. This includes construction of shafts and adits 
primarily for exploration purposes but excludes activity 
of a developmental or production nature. Exploration for 
water is excluded.

PC TelF-STATS. Main features screens for selected Main 
Economic Indicators. Further informa­
tion is available on (06) 252 6017.

Floppy disk service

14. Selected AB.S statistics are available on floppy 
disk. Further information is available on (06) 252 6684.

8. Esplaratian e.xpenditure. This covers all expendi
ture on exploration activity in Australia. It includes 
expenditure on aerial surveys (including landsat 
photographs), general surveys, report writing, map 
preparation and other activities indirectly attributable to 
exploration. Cash bids for offshore petroleum exploration 
permits are also included.

IAN CASTLES 
Australian Statistician

9. Expected expenditure. This refers to expected ex-
penditure on exploration as reported by private enterprise 

O Commonwealth of Australia 1993

Racommendad retail price: $10.20

2841200006939
ISSN 1033-0542

I




