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Main Features
Explanatory Notes

. During August 1984, 3,059 dwelling units 
(2,333 houses and 726 other dwelling 
units) were reported as commenced in
Qjeensland. When conpared with reported
cornmencements for July 1984, these figures 
represent increases of 28.4 per cent for

Introduction

This publication contains details of the ntnber 
of dwelling units coimenced in local authority 
areas In August 1984 writh comparative data for 
earlier months.

houses, 
uni ts,
dwelling units.

84.7 per cent for other dwelling 
and 38.4 per cent for total

Fran the September quarter 1980 a new bulldlrg 
activity survey, '
replaced 
enumeration

the
conducted on a sample basis.

previous quarterly complete
of private sector building jobs 

Involving new house construction or alterations and

. The local authority with the hi^iest 
level of dwelling activity was Brisbane

area

City writh 440 commencements, accounting 
for 14.4 per cent of the State total.

additions valued at $10,000 or more to houses.

The implication of this change is that the
quarterly sample survey provides information on

. For house conrnencements. the hlg^iest

private sector house building activity, includirg 
alterations and additions to houses, only at the 
Australian and State/Terrltory levels of detail.

levels of activity, writh percentages of 
the State total shewn in brackets. were:
Brisbane City, 271 (11.6 per cent); Albert
Shire, 240 (10.3 per cent); and Logan
City, 193 (8.3 per cent). The Gold Coast

240 (10.3 per cent);

Statistical District reported 197 house 
commencements (8.4 per cent), while the
Sunshine Coast Statistical
reported 94 (4.0 per cent).

District

. For other dwelling unit commencements, the 
highest levels of activity were: Brisbane 
City, 169 (23.3 per cent); Logan City, 95 
(13.1 per cent); and Calms City 84 hl.6 
per cent). ~The Gold Coast Statistical
District reported 91 (12.5 per cent) other 
dwelling ixilt comnencenents, while there 
were 27 (3.7 per cent) for the Sunshine 
Coast Statistical District.

Finer levels of geographic disaggregation 
available. ~ '

are not
This is because of the samplli^ 

variability associated writh such data. To
compensate partly for the loss of detail, this
series for new dwellings commenced Is produced 
provide Information on a small area basis.

to

Comparability and Bellabllity of Statistics

Because of the differences in data sources and
collection methodologies and tlmli^ of notification 
of commencements. care should be exercised in
comparing quarterly data derived from monthly 
dwlling commencements statistics writh tieconmencejnents
quarterly (helling commencements statistics for 
previous periods provided the discontinued 
building operations census, or those available from 
the replacement collection, the bulldli^ activity 
survey.
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Explanatory Notes (continued)

Scope and Coverage

The statistics in this publication wjere compiled
froni reports,
other goverrment authorities,

provided principally by local and
for conwencements of

bouse and other dwelling building jobs for vhich:

(a) buiIding permits 
authorities; or

were issued by local

(b) contracts were let or
approved by Conmonwealth,

day labour work
State, semi-

government, and local authorities.

The statistics of private sector dwelling
commencements relate, in general, only to those 
areas of the State which are subject to building
control by local authorities. In addition, najor
building activity which takes place in areas not 
subject to the normal administrative approval
processes (e.g. mining leases) is also included.
Private sector dwellings commenced in sone rural
areas (previously reported by builders in the
quarterly building operations census) are therefore 
excluded, but these are not significant in terms of
total activity. Ihe statistics of public sector
building cover the whole of the State.

Definitions

IXjelllng Unit. A dwelling unit is defined as a
self-contained suite of rooms, including cooking 
and bathing facilities and intended for long-term
residential use. Units (vhether self-contained or
not) wd-thin buildings offering institutional care, 
such as hospitals, or tenporary accommodation such 
as motels, hostels, and holiday apartments, are not 
defined as dwelling units.

IXjelllng. A dwelling is defined as a building
predominantly consisting of one or more dwelling
units. Dwellings can be either "houses" or "other
dwellings" as follows:

(a) A "house" is defined as a detached building 
predominantly used for long-term residential 
purposes and consisting of only one dwelling
unit. Ihus, detached "granny flats" and
detached dwelling units (such as caretakers'
residences) associated with "other
buildings" are defined as houses for the 
purpose of these statistics.

(b) An "other dwelling" is defined as a building 
which is predominantly used for long-term 
residential purposes and which contains (or

has attached to it) more than one dwelling 
unit (e.g. townhouses, duplexes, apartment 
buildings, etc.).

Tenporary or nakeshift dwellings are excluded
frcm building statistics. Dwelling units that
result from conversion of existing buildings into 
flats are not Included in the number of new 
dwellings.

Conmencement. For the purposes of this statistical
series. a dwelling job is regarded as being
conmenced on the date when:

(a) the dwelling job is first inspected by a
local authority or other government
authority building inspector or surveyor.
viiether the work is passed or not. In
general, the first inspection is undertaken 
at the foundations or footings stage of 
construction; or

(b) the dwelling job is determined as commenced 
by a building inspector or surveyor.

Ojnership. telling cornnencements are classified 
as either private sector or public sector according 
to the ownership of the proposed dwelling at the 
date of approval.

Statistical Divisions. For statistical purposes
local authority areas, as defined imder the "Local
Government Act 1936-1984", and comprising cities
shewn (C), towns (T), and shires, are grouped into 
statistical divisions.

The Brisbane Statistical Division comprises the 
Cities of Brlsbarre, Ipswich, Logan, and Redcliffe, 
the Shire of Redland, and parts of the Shires of 
Albert, Beaudesert, Caboolture, Moreton, and Pine
Rivers. The City of Brisbane and parts of some
adjoining shires are sub-divided into suburbs; 
separate figures are not shewn in this publication 
but are available on request.

Statistical Districts.
statistics over a period of time.

To provide comparable
statistical

districts have been defined around selected urban
centres. with a population of 25,000 or more.
experiencing urban growth beyond the local 
authority boundaries. These districts are intended 
to contain the anticipated urban spread over the 
next 20 years, and are shewn In Table 1.
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Explanatory Notes (continued)

Related Publications published. l^iere It is not practicable to provide

Users may also wish to refer to the following 
publications Uilch are available on request:

the required statistics by telephone, they may be
available In other forre,
photocopy.

"Building Approvals, Preliminary Figures for 
Dwell Ings Approved" (8730.3)

"Building Approvals" (8731.3)
"Buildirtg Approvals: Small Area Statistics" 

(8733.3)
"Building Activity" (8752.3)

extracted tabulation.
conputer printout.

such as microfiche,
or clerically

A charge may be made for
providing unpublished statistics in these fonre.

For further informaticn on these unpublished
statistics contact Ron Ketter by telephoning 
Brisbane (07) 222 6286,
Services at the address below.

or write to Information

All publications produced by the ABS are listed 
In the "Catalogue of Publications" (Catalogue No. 
1101.0) vhlch is available from any ABS Office.

Symbols and Other Usages

Nil or less than half the final digit shown.

Unpublished Statistics

The ABS can also make available certain dwelling 
unit cotimencement statistics vdiich are nottdiich

D. N. ALLEN
DEPUTY COtONWEAL-TH STAnSTICIAN

Statistics House, 
365 Am Street,
BRISBANE 6000
6 January 1985
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Table 1 - Dwelling Units Ccnnienced by Type of Dwelling, Statistical Divisions, Local Authority Areas, 
and Statistical Districts, Queensland, June to August 1984

June July August
Statistical division, 
local autlxjrity area, 

and statistical district Houses

Other 
dwll-

Ing 
units

Total 
dwell­

ing 
units

Houses

Other 
dwell­
ing 

units

Total 
dwell­

ing 
units

Houses

Other 
dwell­

ing 
units

Total 
dwell­

ing 
units

Brisbane Division 
Albert (part) 
Beaudesert (part) 
Brisbane (C) 
Caboolture (part) 
Ipswich (C)

Logan (C) .. 
Moreton (part) 
Pine Rivers (part) 
Redcliffe (C) 
Redland

Moreton Division 
Albert (part) 
Beaudesert (part) 
Boonah
Caboolture (part) 
Esk

Gatton
Gold Coast (C)
Kllcoy
Laidley 
Landsborougb

Maroochy ..
Moreton (part)
Noosa ..
Pine Rivers (part)

Wide Bay-Bumett Division
Blggenden ..
Bundaberg (C)
Eidsvold ..
Cayndah
Goobumjn ..

Gyirpie (C) 
Hervey Bay (C) 
Isis
Kllkivan ..
Kingaroy ..

Kolan
Maryborou^ (C) 
Miriam Vale 
Monto 
Mundubbera

Mirgon 
Nanango
Peny i

835 
80
4 

227
71
45

137

41
2

972 
80

4 
268

73 
45

699
93

7
134
68
23

141
18

102
2

840 
111

7 
236

70 
23

994
78

5 
271

89
31

307
8

169
4

1,301
86

5
440

93
31

143
55
95
19
96

^55 
188
44
4

34
9

19
57

6
11
60

69
13
41

154 
1

16

10

5 
31

6
4 

10

2
7

11

3

9

44

b

61
12

34

8

7

27

8

3

16

187
55
95
65

100

616
200
44
4

34
9

19
91

6
11
68

76
13
41

181 
1

16

10

5 
39

6
4

13

2
23
11

3

9

155
44
81
16
78

509
212
35

8
33
10

11
49

3
9

48

38
14
35

4

123

7

7

9
30

1
1 
8

1
9 
2

1

7

15

4

6

2

29

2

23

24

2
2

2

14

170
44
81
16
82

571
218
35

8
35
10

11
78
3
9

50

38
14
58
4

147

7

1

9 
32

3
1
8

3
9
2

1

21

193
75

122
23

107

522
162
45

3
31
10

15
52
3

11
78

48
21
37

6

171

10

2
8

5
50
2

14

1
14

1
1

3
9
6

95

25
6

126
32

2

6
59

25

2

17

17

288
75

122
48

113

648
194

47
3

31
10

21
111

3
11

103

48
21
39

6

188

10

2
8

5
50

2

31

1
14

1
1

3
9
6
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“ P^-iiing Units Connienced by Type of Dwelling, Statistical Divisions, Local Authority Areas, 
and Statistical Districts, (^eensland, June to August 1984 (continued)

June Jaly

Statistical division, 
local authority area, 

and statistical district

Wide Bay-Bumett Division 
(continued)
Tlaro
Wldgee
Honda1
Wdocoo ..
Woongarra ,.

Darling Downs Division
Allora
Cambooya 
Chinchilla ..
Clifton
Crow's Nest

Dalby (T) .. 
Glengallan 
Goondlwlndi (T) 
Inglewood .. 
Jondaryan ,.

Ml 1Imerran .. 
Murllla 
PittsMjrth .. 
Rosalie 
Rosenthal ..

Stanthorpe .. 
Tara
Tarooni
Tocwoomba (C)
Waggamba

Wanto
Harwick (C)

South-West Division 
Balome 
Bendemere .. 
Boorlnga 
Builoo 
Bungll

Hurw^ 
Paroo 
OjIIple ..
Rona (T) ..
Warroo

Fitzroy Division 
Banana ,.
Bauhinla ..

Houses
Other 
dwell­

ing 
units

Total 
dwell­

ing 
units

Houses
Other 
dwell­

ing 
units

Total 
dwell­

ing 
units

Houses

August

Other 
dwell­

ing 
units

Total 
dwell­
ing 

units

1
23
3
1

11

145 33

5
3
1

10

5
3
1
8

13

2

2
11
4

8
15

2
41

1

14
9

1

4

114
10

12

4

17

23

1
23

3
1

11

178

5
3
1

10

17
3
5
8

13

2

1
11
4

8
15
2

58

7
4

14
9

1

137
10

9
20

2
3

11

74

1
2 
1
2

4

1
1
8

1

12
7

3
1

27

2
1

11

2

4

5

97
5

2

2

37

17

14

6

34

k
22

2
3

13

111

1
2
1
2

21

1
1
8

1

12
7

3
1

41

2
1

11

1

4

5

131
5

5
20

16

146

7
3
3
5

5
2
4

14

1.
1

20
4

7

2
61

7

20 
3

3

1

13

139
11

65

3

6

2

54

20
2

5
20

16

211

7
3
3
5

8
2

10

14

1
3

20
4

7

2
115

1

20
3

3

1

13

159
13
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Table 1 - Dwelling Units Cannenced by Type of Dwelling, Statistical Divisions, Local Authority Areas, 
and Statistical Districts, Ijueensland, June to August 1984 (cootinued)

June July August
Statistical division, 
local authority area, 

and statistical district

Fitzroy Division 
(continued)
Calliope 
Duaringa 
Fnerald
Fitzroy
Gladstone (C)

Jericho 
Livingstone 
Mount Morgan 
Peak Downs .. 
Rockhampton (C)

Central-West Division 
Aranac 
Barcaldlne .. 
Barcoo 
Blackall 
Boulia

Dlananf ina 
lifracarbe 
Isisford 
L.'.'tigreach 
Tairbo

Winton

Mackay Division 
Relyando 
Broadsound .. 
Mackay (C) .. 
Mirani 
Nebo

Pioneer
Proserpine .. 
Sarina

Northern Division 
Bowen 
Burdekin
Charters Towers (C) 
Dalrymple 
Hlnclilnbrook

Hiuringowa ..
Ttwnsvllle (C)

Far North Division
Atherton
Aurukun

Houses
Other 
dwll-

Ing 
units

Total 
dwell­
ing 

units

Houses

Other 
dwell­

ing 
units

Total 
dwell­
ing 

units

Houses

Other 
dwell­

ing 
units

Total 
dwell­

ing 
units

8 8 11 11 13 13

14
14

2

23

9
34

2

1

1

88
3

9
1
1

51
8

14

150
8

12
6

6

76
42

^22
■ 4

7

16

8

2
2
4

9
5

4

32

21
14

2

23

9
50

2

1

1

96
3

4
7
1

53
10
18

159
13
12

6

6

1(>
46

191
4

2
13
6

2
30

1
21

40

1 
1
2 
2

26
3
5

93
9
9
3
3
4

48
17

163
6

20

14

53

43

10

17

17

21

22
13
6

2
30

7
35

93

1
44

2
2

26
13

5

no
9
9
3
3
4

48
34

184
6

8
12
8

27

20
40

2

2

57

3
3

38
5
8

129
9

12

1
6

84
17

142
8

2
2

2
12

19
2

9

8

28
4

2
22

142
2

10
14
8

27

22
52

2

2

76
2

12
3

38
13

8

1^7
13
12

1
6

86
39

284
10
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3*3616 1 - Dwelling Units Conienced by Type of Dwelling, Statistical Divisions, local Authority Areas, 

and Statistical Districts, Queensland, June to August 1984 (continued)

June July- August
Statistical division, 
local authority area, 

and statistical district

Far North Division 
(continued)
Cairns (C) ..
Cardwell
Cook (excluding Welpa)
Croydon
Douglas

Eacl-iam
Etheridge ..
Herberton ..
Johnstone .. 
Mareeba

Muigrave 
Torres 
Weipa (T) ..

North-West Division
Burke
Carpentaria 
Cl oncurry ..
Flinders
McKinlay

Mornington .. 
Mount Isa (C) 
Richnond 
Unincorporated islands

Total Queensland

Statistical districts 
Gold Chast (a) 
Sunshine Coast 
Bundaberg ..
Rockhanpton 
Mackay 
Townsville .. 
Calms ' ..

Houses
Other 
dwell­

ing 
units

Total 
dwell­

ing 
units

Houses

Other 
dwell­
ing 

units

Total 
dwell­
ing 

units

Houses

Other 
diaell- 

ing 
units

Total 
duell­

ing 
units

41
9

1
6

6

2
4

17

b9

22

1

21

2,238

225
104
29
40
38

103
104

13 54
9

55
4

6 61
4

35
6

84 119
6

13

6

7

7

337

46
15

16
2
4

19

1
19

6

2
4

17

75

29

1

28

2,575

271
119

29
56
40

107
123

4

6

3
9

17

57
2

8

1
1

6

1,817

246
90
19
30
20
57

109

11

2
2

4

4

393

35 
25
2 

14
43 
17
6

15

6

3 
11
19

57
2

12

1
1

10

2,210

281
115
21
44
63
74

115

(a) Excluding that part of the Gold Coast Statistical District in New South Wales.

5

7

7
10

63
1

11

3
1

6
1

2,333

197
94
25
49
26
76
95

17

2

37

2

2

726

91
27

14
9

24
121

22

1

7
12

100
1

13

5
1

6
1

3,059

288 
121

25 
63
35

100 
216
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Table 2 - Houses Conmenced by Material of Outer Walls and Ownership, 
Statistical Divisions, Queensland, August 1984

Statlstical division Double- Biick-
brick (a)(b) vwieer (a)

Fibre- 
cement Tlnter Other and 

not stated Total

Private Sector

Brisbane 
Moreton 
Wide Bay-Bumett 
Darling Downs 
South-West 
Fitzroy 
Central-West
Mackay 
Northern 
Far North 
North-West

Total

38
33
20

6

8

6 
24
73

5

213

770
362
111
110

6
65

29
63 
A8

1

112
67
22
12
11
55

1
20
34
11
4

68
55
16
13 
2

10

5 
2
1

1

1,565 349

1
2
7
1

1
3
1

988 
522 
171
142 

19
139

1
57 

126 
140

11

175 14 2,316

Public Sector

Brisbane 
Moreton 
Wide Bay-Bumett 
Darling Dcwns 
South-West 
Fitzroy 
Central-West 
Mackay 
Northern 
Far North 
North-West

6

4
1

1

3
2

6

4
1

1

3
2

Total 9 8 17

Total

Brisbane 
Moreton 
Wide Bay-Burnett 
Darling Downs 
South-West 
Fitzroy 
Central-West 
Mackay 
Northern 
Far North 
North-West

Total

38
33
20

6

8

6 
24
73 

5

213

776 
362
111
110 

6
65

29 
66
48 

1

112
67
22
16
12
55

2
20
34
13
4

68
55
16
13
2

10

5
2
1

1

1,574 357

1
2 
7
1

1
3
1

994 
522 
171
146 
20

139 
2

57 
129 
142

11

175 14 2,333

(a) Including bricks or blocks of clay, concrete, or calcium silicate.
(b) Including concrete poured on site, prefabricated steel-reinforced concrete, and stotw.




