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COST OF POOD ^TD GROCERIES JUNE, 1930.

E.i

The results of the Investigations made under the direction 
of the Minister for Home Affairs by the Commonv.ealth Statistician and 
Actuary (Mr Chae. H. 'Viokens) as to the price of food and groceries 
(46 Commodities) h„ve been made available for the month of June, 193O.

Change of Base Period. - Special attention is directed to the 
base period to vhioli the index numbers in the attached tables are com-
. In tabulations of retail prices of food and groceries prior
to and including December, I929, the base (1000) to which the index
puted.

numbers were computed was the weighted average aggregate cost in the 
year,1911, for the six Capital Cities of the commodities included in
the investigations. Consideration of tho desirability of computing
retail price indexas on a post war period base was given by the last 
Conference of Statisticians and it was resolved that the period of 
five years - I923-I927 be adopted as base for retail price indexes.
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Other leading countries have adopted a post war base period 
a > it was considered that the ante war period was out of date and that 
index numbers based thereon did not give aa clear an idea of modern 
variations as could be obtained by means of a more recent basis.

The adoption of a post war base period does not effect the 
relative position? of index numbers for past periods and localities as 
compared with the current index numbers, the base to which all indexes in 
the attached table are computed being the five years period - 1923-1927.
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It is intended to continue the computation of the retail price 

index numbers (food, groceries end rent of all houses) used by the(food, groceries
Commonwealth Court of Conciliation end Arbitration in the determination 
of rates of v-age on the origin- 1 base, vis.. Year 191I = 1000. ii

Compared -with the preceding month, Hay, 1930- a decrease of 
1.0%. was recorded in the case of the 30 Towns considered aa a whole end 
a decrease of l.l>i. in the 6 Crpital Cities of the Comraonvealth

I All of the States registered decreu-.'es when compared ”'ith the 
piieviouB mon th, Sputh Australia with a deorsaje of 2.5/.- shoi-ing the
greatest fall, then ■-'estorn Australia 1.9Ì;
0.8 ' and Nev; South '‘'ales and 'Victoria, 0.7%.

Tasmania 1.1À, Queensland

Comprred 'ith the corresponding month, June, cf last year.
deoros'-as were recorded in all of the Stati ’Western Australia v/ith a
decroFso of 9.4/; registered the largest, follov'ed by South Australia 

Queensland 8.8/., Victoria 7.2 , New South '''cl.- i-7,. ...1 T------9-2/, 
3.6/.-

las 6.7a' ond Ta smini a

I

a
The weighted average index number for the 3° Towns considered 

as a whole was 968 in June, 193O> compared with 104? in June 1929 >
Iac c. tvjjuxe ¥•/« « yo 

decrease of 7.4%. I
I In the following table particulars are given in the form of
B index r umbers of the price levels of food and groceries in June, 1930, 
I compared v/ith July, 1914, the base period 1921-1927i June, 1929 ■•nd
F Hey 1930.

!

/jth e
i(

iisii di

1



w
In the last column, the percentage increase in June, I93O, 

compared with July, 1914, is shown.

The base, 1000, to which the index numbers are computed is 
the weighted average aggregate cost in the recently adopted five- 
yearly base period, I923-I927, for the six Capital Cities of the 
commodities included in the investigations.

The increase in the cost since July, 1914 was greatest 
in New South ’’(ales, 54.8%, followed in the order named by Victoria 
Tasmania 44.9/«, Queensland 42.8%, South Australia 39.3%> ^nd ’^/estern 
Australia 3C.0%.

The increase in the 3^ Towns considered as a whole since 
July, I9IA, was 48.7%

The actual cost of the regimen of food and groceries for 
the month of June, 193^ was highest in Western Australia and lowest 
in Queensland.

In the case of the individual towns, the cost was greatest 
in Broken Hill and lowest in Brisbane.
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Compared with the previous month (May), retail prices of 
food and groceries during June ahov/ed no outstanding variations, but
the general trend was towards a reduction. Flour, milk and meat were
retailed at slightly reduced prices in Sydney, while in Melbourne,
tee, cheese, eggs and potatoes showed small reductions. Prices of
flour, tea, potatoes, cheese, eggs, and bacon were lower in Queensland
in June than in the previous month.
eggs, bacon and meat were lower in price.

In Adelaide, flour, tea, potatoes

bacon showed reduced
Flour, eggs, meat and

eggs and meat were slightly lower.
prices in Perth, and in Hobart, too, potatoes.

The price of butter showed a slight
ir.creaso in most of the towns included in the investigation.

Flour, potatoes, eggs end meat, on the other hand, 
prices on a slightly lower level in all States.

showed
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retail price indexes

I

Based upon the rout of end Groceries only.
JUNS, 1930 1

Retail Prico_Index Numbers for Mch__of th^e _JC Princ_iEa_l_To^ 
AustfalTalor The"pefTods"s'p'ocificd- ^cighYed Average .Co.st.J_n th§.,_3i3c 

■....  'C'op3T.5T. "c'itic-sYuring'five yoafl'y period - 1923-1927 “ 1000.
Igiifed' Aver:

1923£ì_9^

Tov.'n
i July 
Î 1914

Average
’ May i

FèroënfSgs'i
increase

5 yearly i June ' M.oy ¡June ( from July 
period j1929 I 1930 .1930 )

: i

: Sydney
\ Newcastle ..
■ Broken Hill ..
Goulburn 
Bathurst

'•”t. kyer.,

ileibourne 
Ballarat 
Bendigo 
Geelong 
War mambo 01 ..

• i 645
. , 642

1923-1927j
1914 to

”'t A''''®?.?- .ViÇipi'-i?
5 Towns*

' Brisbane 
Touwoomba 
Rockharr.pton ■■ 
Charters Towers

■ Warwick
■’t. Aver. ; 

'> 5 Towns

! 821 I
i 661

: June,1930. j
I ■i

1012
1015

. I boi J.UJ.O

. ._,_6i3._j_______974

! ^5^

619
617

J 619

: i tS?

i 1079 i IÛ12 :1004
1044 i 1C04 1 999

1155 11282 j
1018 I 1080 i

1227; 1224

1016 i 995
999 ; 999
■- ¿985

55-7
55.6
49.1 
51-1 
60.7

4
('

4 ii
1016

9'7^ 
989

1081 ■ 1016 ,1009 
■ i.t- • ■

loic- 94c , 932
9Ô9 I 1021 I 985 ' ^^3
993 i 1024 I 997 ;

i 994 ! 936 ■ 931
1

! 
I 
I

ji
-.1

54.8

50.6
58.7
60.9
52.9

f

L.Ì54_.,,95i 1____ ^5£-4.

' ■■■ : 51-6

______ 3^

Î 618 I 978 ! 1010 7 944 1 337 i

... 9387 -gif "'853
— 909 I 368 I 855 !

994 ; 3'^-7 916 i
1096 i 1010 i 978 !
955 I 901

r

i 691
i 582 !

846 1 
! 696 ! 
; 605

■857 ■■'"863 44.3

Queensland ; 605 j

988
10 74
951

ith.

i 97» i 
, Ó93 i

1

41.8
40.5
47.6 t

Adelaide .. • •
Kadina
Port Pirie
I't. Gambier ..
Peterborough.,.
'Vt. Aver. South Aus­
tralia (5 To’..ns) . .

Perth I.
Kalgoorlie
Northam

■ Bunbury 
Geraldton

1-

I

7t,-.,Ævâ£...'''^3tri 
___ Towns) ..... .f5'Tóv,;i3'

13traila !

Hobart .. .
Launceston .. .
Burnie
Devonport
O.ueenstovrn
Wt. Aver. ^S!nan_ia 

1'5 Towns)
■'■'t. Aver, Australia 

(30 Tovms)' ■ i
■’Vt Aver

^99 i 
688 1 
722 I 
595 i

•

697 i
I

749 i
931 '

79^
■ ■ 6 7-8

64''

I

. , 735 '

Àustraii a

‘ CanberraTfa) 
Townsville '^ây

; 67;

I

965

102 5
1032
1060
989

1064

1026

1042
1179
1104
1094
1112

1060

! 947 i 871 , 864 i

1065 ! 939 962 !
Mid:! i 1085 1009 I

I 1C65 1066 ;
1133
1098109Ì

' 1025 938
1156 , 1038

I

925 i
1080 ;

. IC69 , 998 ! 971 
i lo
; 1109 , 1C22 ; 998 
¡1314 ; 1205 i208
! 1185 
! 1158

' 1100 ;iO9r

I

42.8 
"37.'6' 
55.4 
47.6 
55-5 
44.2

39.3 .
33.2
29.8

I

I
11158 ’1128 ¡1121 , 41.4 .
i 1157 ■ nc3 ■! 1Ç4, ____ ¿6 ._6__j

i 1134 ; 1047 ÌIO27

i 1027 I 1015 : 989 . z. . .
i ICI3 i 3^1, I 960 , 956 t

•!Ozn ! 1C55 : 1045 1031 i 
! 1020 ! 962 958 '

! 1141 11095 109c I
4--------- 4------ ----f— —---- F

1040
1035
1127

I

30. c 
7377 
49.4

48.3

i

I 
i

»

/

ii
.1'

. ¡651... i

I 1027 i 1010 ; 985 ' 31^’ i 
--------- ------------- J—.... ...... 1------------i— £ - •

• ' 6'^5. :
(b)

■(bi

1027 44.9
■ Ì

iit'1045 ; 978 J 968 £
Base "i' i 1 z i
.1000 i 1043 961 !

• _(b)‘ [1149 [1108 ,1098...j......
¡"' ■1691 ■ ! Ì109 TIQ-Sj, ¿997

1003 48.7

I 49.C
I

I
I

3:

■(a) - 'Not InoludeA in weighted, averages 
fb) Not available.,..
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