
WITH REPUBLtCAN SPAIN 

d the policy of Non-Interventicn 
b desired: 

pr · ext nflict, by giving no pretext for 
ssi vent of the intern tional faso&sm 
ainst Republican 
nee to 'render it for .the forces within Spain to settle 

issues ot the c themselvesJ a settlement which in any 
would have pre • he -independence or the Spanish State. 
~ , 

Whatever may be the opinion on the "civil" character of thid war 
since July 1936, or ·.on the judicial and moral value o:f the policy ot 
non-intervention, we must ·now recognize that: 
1) this policy ha~ prao~ioally destroyed the regular commercial reliP 

tions between Repub_iican Spain and all· other countries, notably :m 
connenan with materials required for defence pq oses, while pla­
cing no obstacle in the path ot · the interven•ion of the totalitarian 

•. states on ~he side of Franco; 
2) and that under the guise ot a policy of non-intervention, there has 

~ actually develop•d a policy ot one-sided intervention in favour 
~ · ot the fascist agressort " 

deed it 1s· n9 ,longer possible to main an a polioy which runs 
ter to -the very aims and objects desired by its creators. The 

tire framework . of non.:intervention has collapsed as a result of the 
tt1tude of the fascist powe~s ot the Rome-Berlin Axis, as a result 
f the· • ncreas tervention in favour of 
r , ~ % ~ :;,11--..:.":;• , ,..~c-c:_-~-~ "'~;!;-~~~~~:::--_ n active p ictators t 

ow reao that today the ID n-
tervention Committee is obliged to demand m t received less 

he basis o~ tis previous proposals . 

. According to the official thesis itself, the British Plan of the 
withdrawal of the "volunteers" hoped to achieve no lo ger the el1m1ra -
tion of this or that ·1ntervent1on1st elemen1i, but ~he eTaouation from 
the spari.i'sh territory ot.· a ver,i table foreign army I invasion. This 

• plan, accepted by the Republican Government, has eeen rejected by 
Burgos. AfJ):y, further. 1llus,1ons as to the intentions of the J _ tter woul. d 
be . sheer 1gnor nee . or complicity. _ 

, The undersigned, putti~ aside all considerations ot poli t1,pa:l 
sentiments as to the origin ot the Spanish War, and considerintt _nly 
their attachment to the Spanish people and Spanish culture on 1~,he om , 
hand, and worid peace menaoed by the agression of certain power~ and 
the ooward1ce or others on the other hand, appeal today to worlc/. opi­
nion ).o join them in demanding of the democratic governments the, 
otticial recognition that the policy of non-intervention which h\8.S 
been sabotaged by . ,the totalitarian: states, has fai_led, and that tin~ 
,consequence we must ~ediatel.y restore to Repub~ican Spain her :tull • 
rights as a sove~eign nation. 



TEL.5PH0 NE No. : CANBERRA 53t. 
TEL.EGRAPHIC Aoo~ss : .. PRIMISTER," CANBERRA. 
CABL.E ADDRESS : "KINDLIER," CANBERRA. 

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 

PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT, 

Canberra, 20t -. nu . y, 1 3;::1 . 
In reP/11 quote No . { • vf ~/1/ 4 • 

er ir, 

I m c.irected to ackno-.~led ·e he rece.: pt o your let t 

O.1. 16th ecember, 19 8, na nc osures relc-. iv to the questio 

of' :n .. kin crea·ts ava_:_1 le to the u i Can verr e .J OJ. 

p ~-n for t e D rpose 0 purch::t ..... in • .ustralicin ~he~ and other 

rimc.ry prod cts, n 0 in 0 OU thci.., t.h re r sentatio s 

m e hc.tve ~ een notea c .. m il eceiv consi"'eration. 

. furtLe_ communic · i n Jil be 0 ressea o you as 

. . 1. Tnorne, wsq., 
1" , c e tc1ry • 

on ecr , 
p n • s,. • Cornn:· t e, 

Box 0 
ym ' 
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The Editor , 

n~-ar Sir , 

I Clil encl osing a cop~r of a eircular n.nc1 c-. :!! '-' st­
~ard recentl, issued by our Committee in connection vtith 
the :)ro1)osal t ho.t credits should be g1:anteo. to the Tie:riub­
l i can Gov6rrr1ent of S~1ain for the pur_l]ose of :purchasing 
Au{3tralian wheat and other :yric.!J.ry :9rodu.cts . It is con­
sj_d..ered that if this ~1ro}?osal is a6.opted it Ytoulc1 be an 
ex~ llent , :R'7 of ass i st ins the Australian farn1ers and at 
the s..a.me time assh:tinf, distressed 11eOJ;)le of S!1ain. 

T-he infornntion Sff:)~1lied in the circuJ..,:, r shows 
that such e. 'scheme would be a sm.1nd investrr1ent as the 
Spanish Goverrl11ent has shmm that it will reco l nise its 
international obligations . 

We ·wo\110. be ver~r grateful if you woul °' 1ead ·hrcugb 
t his circulc..r ar\d ~:)l1blish some o::-> tbe points which \:re feel 
-:muld be of great interest to 1,rour re2.a.ers in count r··T a r eas . 

vre \IOlll.a. also be :•?leased to 81.lf;pl~r you with air 
furthei' information in connect.j_on with -this :9ro2osal if you 
wonlcl com.::.•..,:~1ico.te -uith us . 

Yours f P.i thfully , 

P . T . Thorne . 

~,,.- ◄ 
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ours s nc 1Y, 
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TELEPHONE No. : CANBERRA 531. 
TE RAPHIC ADDRESS: •• PRIMISTER," CANBERRA. 
CABLE AoDR.-SS: "KINDLIER," CANBERRA. 

I 

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 

ear ir, 

PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 

Canberra, 14.t December,. ],938 
In ret,/11 quote No. H. 323/1/ A• 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt 

of your letter of 8th Decanber, 1 38, in which a 

suggestion is made that the Common ealth Government 

should rant the epublican Gover rent of pai ex­

port credits to enable it to purchalse Australian wheat 

and other prim ry products. 

The representations made in connection with 

this matter ;have been noted and wi 1 be given consideration. 

Yours faithfully, 

i.f~ 
ecretary(fell 

m . . . orne, q., 
Hon. ecretary, 

Spanish el1ef Committee, 
Box 305 P. 0. , 

Y1 1T. SYDN . 
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D. C. McLean, 
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Rev. G. Cowie 

Miss C. Jollie-Smith, 
Solicitor 

Arthur Kennedy, 
Solicitor 

Mrs. W. A. Holman 

Mrs. Sandblom 

Mrs. Harrington 

Mrs. L. Gapp 

Bartlett Adamson 

Mr. J. Lynch 

Sister M. Lowson 

Mr. R. Mas 

Miss Lambert, 
Writers' League for Culture 

R. A. King, 
Sec. Sydney Labor Council 

O. Schreiber, 
Sec. Furnishing Trades Scty. 

1 1. J. Harley, 
Hurstville, A.L.P. League 

H. E. Boote, 
Editor "Aust. Worker." 

J. B. Miles, 
Communist Party of Australia 

Ald. D. Grant, M.L.C. 

G. Hudson, 
Sec. Plasterers' Union 

Dr.2:.r Sir , 

Lrisint out of c.. stnte~·icnt recently ·,ublisbed i n tl1e­
:,ress by MT . G/ J . ~,-_ra lkcr, of t lie Dindle-,· ·:;,:lker ·111 eut Coy . Ltd . , 
our Cormni ttee bas discussed various :-,roposa ls vhereby t ~e ~Joor 
outlook for _;_\..ustrnlia ' s cominr.., vr]rnat )ro1i might be considernlily :i.J:1-
)rOi .. ~ee. . 

:2.1::if erring to t he lm: price of r.e2. t , I.fr . ·:":_·.lker s2,i c1 : 
"The outlook is not ho:)eless , but t here &re a.'3. rk clouds rhe&d . " 

Tie t bev_ suggested thc.t t he· G')vernment should r LL ise n s::_)ecit.1..l 101.-.n 

to sc.ve the -:·:he~Lt industry . 

Mr . \Talker drev- atteL.t i on to tbe i'ict t hat Austrc .. lia ' s 
1:;j'e3.t chec_ue f1u.a been t::,S 11i gb as £50 l:lillion , -.rh ile last ye,:.,_r it 
'7~S only £30 million; and it voul o.. le oy chc.nce if it i--e:..ched t bc .. t 
2.r1ount t h is yen.r . In consid.erin-c:, this question it 00curea. to ou1, 
Oorm:1i ttee t hn..t some effort s]'otild ·re made to utilise the excellent 
nirket offered by the S-n nis};. Govern1ent . Austrc.lian 1.rhe~1t bas 
1 een sold to 8~1ain befo re , , ut o 1:i ng to the estruction of rors • Y 
t he fLr t he s-_)[i.nis~1 Gover::.1:ment , ill be requirinc: l c.r 6er orders t h is 
yec.r . 

\Te su~gest tLo.t credits should be i ssued to t ]1e S ) nis1-, 

Gover·nHE:nt ry the Austrnli&n J.overr.J'len.t fo r the rmr:-iose of ::_m!,C' l1c..s ­
in[:., irnstr lio.n ·.rheat o.t norrml r>riaes . 

rr>e healthy financio.l J:JOS i tion of the S1>0.nish Gover::ment 
reve:::lec. hy the 1·,c1l c.nco sheet of the rc111k of S~1ain ~mblishoa in 
:M ·.y lust shous that sucl ~redi t,s ould he net . Heserves a.t the he.:. 
e; in:ning of M:-.y '\:Jere l , E.00;000 , 000 :jeseteis , con ~mred u itb 1 , 000 , coo, 
CD O l)esoto.s uben the YJD.r hrok:e out • 

T1 ·e exGellent financi :::..::... rec.ord of tte s--.~ nisb GoYPrrn:10nt 
R. Downing, in meetinc a ll its internat ional oblie;o.tions br_s b0en eI:ll)hc.sised on 

Sec. Textile Workers' Union 
w. G. Martin. mJ.ny o• -'.:!usions , hut parti •ulc,r note should be mc1e of t l1e series of 

t~1~:otel Club a nd Res. Empl.'s c.rt icJ.es. pub lished· in t he fm,10us L:\ndon J cmro.nl "T}1e Fina.n~i " 1 :re,.:s0 

w. Orr, in U··.rcL , A~H'il and Hovenb er l st yeo..r . 
Sec. Miners' Federation 

J. Reedie, 
Sec. Moulders' Union D,;o.linc ~,."i tb t he Sl"l iri t in YTl1i ..,h t}rn S·1c..nisb Gnverm.1cnt 

Mrs. Holloway, h::;.d : rorl)tl:r net its li2.. ili ties U...llder the V?JvbcUon" Agroer.1ent , one 
~ .R.U. Women's Auxiliary 

A. w. Thompson, "-Of -t-tte-se- -r • les -3.=l;.;_itr;d: n~:1is ~ ('t ,., ·.1 ;J,O '1.. lonL ·-rc.;r to i nc re"GC 
tf~li~~ Ice, a nd Dairy Employees' t he prest i {"e of the Vo.lon C i Govorr:lilcnt nbrofl d . Pressed QS it i s 

·c.:,r the :f inanci~l requir0nonts of nr-.tional c1ei'cn c ~Lgc. inst the inv 
sion of Gcmcro.l Frcmco LLnc1 l1is forei 0 n a.llics , it lm.s foun o. the 
funds required for neeting nn external obliCL<tion of S_y1in. TbiD 
sl1oyrs tlm t , not ,;1 t hsto.nding 1n·o ~-,, @.tndn to the contrGry , t :1e 1.T lr:tJ.-

i c G )Vornncnt res1)ects private :;:-i ro:rrnrl;~r , anc, t 1n sc..nctity of con­
t r~lcts . 11 

~e nsk your orgrrnis(t i o~ to di s cuss this qu nstion o.nC t o 
br ing the :r.1r1ttcn befo~o the F~ de:rc. l Govern.nr11t \:i t :;1 ~1. su;::;geot ion 
t l18.t such roc.1i ts shoul d be n L,dc GV,dL: .. c' l e t , the s-~ 1nis1J GoV!;r1-:.­
:·icnt for t11c :;_mrcbasin ~ of Austr'1lic n u} cGt o.ncl. otllcr :irirl.~.r.r :1 ::o­
c1ur~t s su . 1 0.,s butt 1:;r , cheese etc . 

1Je \1 ill be GL c1 to su_):_ l y ~rem . ri tl! c-,ny furt11r· r i nf:-n".ir ­
t ion on t11is qucs-tion und trust thnt you '. 7ill r~clv i se u:J of ·\·:1::.t 

hJtion you ae cide . 
Y-mrs fc .. ithfully , 

P . '.I. ~r: ~18)ill . 

HGT<> SF.CHE:'7 ./J.1Y • 


