FOR COMMFERCIAL FREEDOM WITH REPUBLICAN SPAIN

The initiators and those who defend the policy of Non-Interventiam
have stated that by this poliecy they desired:

1) To prevent an extension of the conflict, by giving no pretext for a
massive intervention on the part of the international fascésm
against Republican Spain. :

2) Hence to render it possible for the forces within Spain to settle
the issues of the civil war themselves, a settlement which in any
case would have preserved the independence of the Spanish State,

Whatever may be the opinion on the "ecivil" character of thid war
since July 1936, or on the judicial and moral value of the policy of
non-intervention, we must now recognize that:

1) this poliey has practically destroyed the regular commercial rele-
tions between Republican Spain and all other countries, notably in
connexidn with materials required for defence pmnpposes, while ple-
¢ing no obstacle in the path of the intervenétion of the totalitarian
states on the side of Franco;

2) and that under the guise of a policy of non-intervention, there has
actually developed a policy of one-sided intervention in favour
of the fascist agressor,

Indeed it is no longer possible to maintain a policy which rums
counter to the very aims and objects desired by its ereators. The
entire framework of non-intervention has collapsed as a result of the
attitude of the fascist powers of the Rome-Berlin Axis, as a result
of their direct and ever-increasing massive intervention in favour of
Franco, and because they are more and more playing an active part in
the war - a fact which is openly gloried in by the dictators themselves.
This state of affairs has now reached such a pitech that today the mn-
intervention Committee is obliged to demand more as it received less
on the basis off £ts previous proposals.

According to the official thesis itself, the British Plan of the
withdrawal of the "volunteers™ hoped to achieve no longer the elimim -
tion of this or that interventionist element, but the evacuation from
the spanish territory of a veritable foreign army e$ invasion, This
plan, accepted by the Republican Government, has bben re jected by 4
Burgos. Any further illusions as to the intentions of the latter wou
be sheer ignorance or complicity.

The undersigned, putting aside all considerations of political
sentiments as to the origin of the Spanish War, and considerimg ©
their attachment to the Spanish people and Spanish culture on tihe OIB
hand, and world peace menaced by the agression of certain powel'ss and
the cowardice of others on the other hand, appeal today to world op¥
nion $o join them in demanding of the democratic governments the:
official recognition that the policy of non-intervention which h.as
been ssbotaged by the totalitarian states, has failed, and that '/in
consequence we must immediately restore to Republican Spain her :full
rights as a sovereign nation.
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.

PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT,

\/U/ ‘3\ \‘ \t:-\ Canberra, 20th January, 1939 .
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In reply quote No. I:‘B(H /l/-}-'

Dear Sir,

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of 16th December, 19238, and enclosures relative to the question ;
of making eredits available to the nepubliéan Government of
Spain for the purpose of purchasing Australian wheagf and other
primary products, and to inforfmn you that the representations
made have been noted and will receive considerations.

A furthef communication will be addressed to you as
racticable.

I~

early as

Yours faithfully,

oecretary.
Thorne, Esq., _ qﬂ

Hon. Secretary,
Spanish Relief Committee,

Box 305, P.C.
Haymarket,

Q\{UI:SY ° }\ . b:J » »4: .
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G IRCULAR:

Milk, Ice, and Dairy Emplo@

Address All Correspondence to—
Box 8, Post Office, King Street

Sydney, N.S.W. ® Phone MA5914

22nd December, 1938,

To Al) Country Press:

The Editor,

T em onclosing a copy of a sircular and a Dust=
recently issued by our Committee in connec?}on;with
dits should be granted to tne Renub~-
~ain for the purpose of nurchasing
C It is con-

nard
the »roposal that cre
ljcan CGovermaent of S
Augtralian wheat and other prinaryﬂprod?ctf.‘ et
sidered that if this nronosal 1is aooptgo i: yould be an
~mv of assisting the Australian farmers and at

xegllent oo
distressed neonle of Spain.

the seme time assisting

: S g : 5 :
The information supnlied in the ecirculzr shows

that such & %cheme would be a sound investment as tth
Snanish Coverrment has shown that 1t will reco;nise 1ts
international obligationss

"We wolwld be very grateful 1f you woulké read $hrcugh
: : : i ¥ 1 «Q T1 1 T 3

this circular and nublish some O the noints which e feel

7ould be of great interest to vour recders in countrv arcas.

Ve would also be pleased to supply you with in*
further infommation in connection with this aroposal 1f you
would comriuaicote with use

Yours faithfully,
P.T. Thorne,

HON, SECREIAX

i



The Secretary,

Poimery Troducers Union,
Winchombho

<0 Dridge Street,.

SYLHE

Dear Sir,

1 a&n enclosing eircular rzecenily issved hy
mcmiﬁumaaomofapoﬂmnomnnctm
with @ proposal that the Federal Govermment should grant
credits to the Republican Govermment of Spain for the
pnz-po::. of purehaping Avstrelian wheat end other primary
productss

We would be grateful if you would advise us
of what you think of this proposal and if you agree with it
our Committee would give every assistence in having it put
into effects

To us it appears an oxegellent way of assisting
2irst of a1l the Australian farmers and the people of Spain,.

Tours falthfully,

10N, _SECRFTARTs

Taecl:
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16th Decenber, 1038,

The Hon, Dre Farl Page,
Parlisment House,

i T . |

Doar 8ir,

1 =m cnclosing circular recently issued by
our Comittee and a copy of a posteard in commecbion
with e proposal that the Pedexal Govermment should
grant credits to the Republicen Covermment of Spain
for the pnmose of purchasing Anstrelian wheat and other
prinary products.

We would be grateful if you would advise us
of what you think of this proposal and if you agree with it
our Corrnittee would give overy assistance in having 1t put
into effect,

To us 1% appears an excellent way of assistiag
f4ret of all the Australian formers and the pecple 0L “paine

Youre feithdully,

Enel:




16th Decamber, 1938,

Deaxr Sir,

I am enclosing o eopy of a eircular recently
issued by our Committes together with a card whieh is
being distributed throughout sur Lronches and 1 have
been directed by our Coanmitiec to commmicate with you
and ask if you would be good enough to read them and let
us kpow of the proposed scheme,

You will mote from our cixeular that ¢his scheme
originated from a statement made by you and published in the
daily vress early in November,

Our Camittce wuld greatly appreciate any further
advise you can give us on this metier,

Yours Paithfully,

HON, SECRETAFY,

Encl:



Box 205 Pg0s /Z; otg 4] |
Tiayma et o~

lﬁﬂl &mr' m.

Hore 7o Curtin,
Leader of the Upposition,
Parlisment house,

CAICTRI, AeCeTe

Dear Six,

I an enclosing eircoular recently issued by
our Conmittee and a copy of a post card in connection
with o proposal that the Tederal Sovermient should
grant credits to the Repubiican Govermment of Spain
for the purpose of purchasing Australian wheat and
other primary products,

Yo would be gmtelful if you would advise
us of what you think of thie nroposal and if you .
agree with 1% our Jamaittee would give every assistance
in having it pub iato affect,

To us it anpears an excellent wy of assisting
firat of all the Australiin famers and %he pevple of
Spein.

Yours faitafully,

e SEQOWTARYs

Encl:
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Box 305 P.9,
Ll

m mr. m."

m'. Lm.r.
Box 112%6N, GePels

ZERTH, Vals,

Dear Mrs, Lister,

At a mooting of our Camittee last night
the question of credits for Spain as outlined in the
circular we sent you, was again discussed and I was
agked to write %o you and see if any response has been
received in “estern Australia,

Melbourne Committee had a speeial eircular
letter printed and sent to all eountry organisations
using some of the material that was given in our letter
and reperts indicate that the campaign 43 arousing a
great deal of interest,

We feel sure that the Western Australian
Covernment should de particularly ainterested in such a
campaign as this and if leaders of the A.L.Ps were app=
roached they would probably make statements on the matters
We are approaching all such organisations as Wheatgrowers
Unica, Feimers and Settlers, Dairy Farmers, Primary Prod-
cers erganisations And we enclose copy of a card which we
are distributing widely, Ve will forward on supplies of
these to yous

I have sent on the receipt for £17-1-9 to
Mesers, Stowe and Stowe %o adjust Mrs, Holloway's Accounta

I received ¢ letter from May Macfarlane yester
day, She is staying in Fronee: and is not going to London.
She will leave by the "Cronsay"” on December 23rde

Would your Coamittee discuss this at your very
earliest comvénience and let us kno- what you would pare
ticularly 1ike her tc do. She says ia her letter "I had
a bright idea about bdreaking my journey at Perth but by the
time I do this it will make complications for you so will
htmtgo."

4



o 3.

would suggest that they stay for severel weeks in
VWestern Australia and then comnect with another hoat oa to
ide instead of travelling overland,

As scon as your Coomittee discusses the matiter I
would ask you to write to us by aimail and we will reply by wire,
want $0 endesvour to avoid any hitches in our arrangements
have ocoured im the paste Una Wilson has spoken in London and
think after she gets over her first mervousness that she will make
good speaker, They have Gone such a good job however that it would
only be nmecessary for meetings to be arranged at which they could
ppear say only a few words and another speaker would be able %o
present, Perhaps concerts and other fomms of gatherings such as
could be arranged also at which they could appear %o say only
wordse The first thing for your Commitice to decide however,
m:‘mWMldmmwmwmtncomm;
." ¥ o e -

&
B

o 1g g
8

E

:;gz

:

With best wishes,
Yours sincerely,

Perasscscesce

HDR, SECHETARY,



Box 305 Pa0,
Haymarket

15th wr. 1938,

Miss H, Baillie,
i3

m Comnmittee,
MELBOURNE,

Dear Helen,

At our meeting last night we were again
discussing the campaign for credits to Spain and we
came to the conclusion that what is lacking at the
moment is statements from leading country people and
from farmers themselves, For instance we would like
$0 be able to keep the news items going in all the
For instance leaders of the Wheatgrowers Union say
that it would be a good idea if such a scheme could bde put
into operation,

New South Wales and we hope that you will be able to
likewise in Melbourne. Mr, Dunstan, leader of the Country
Party, Af approached might make a statement, Even if it we
made with reservations I em sure that it would carry the
campaign furthers

We received a copy of your circular on this
question and would be glad to get news of any response,
Was it sent to such organisations as the Wheatgrowers
Union, Settler's Association, Primary Producers Association
and Farmers etc., as well as to parliamentarians?

America has granted large credits for Spain
and if we could prevail upon the Govermmént here to do
likewise it would have tremendous effects

Yours sincerely,

Peresscsonsee

HONe SECRETARY,
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'rs PHONE No. : CANBERRA 531. ; ? 4 (
'HIC J-\DDRESS: ‘A PRIMISTER,’” CANBERRA.
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ApDRSSs: ‘' KINDLIER,” CANBERRA.

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.

PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT,

g T Canberra, 14th December }938.
) _;’ : ‘\ In reply quote No. 103 37

Dear Sir,

Wi

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt
of your letter of 8th Decenber, 1938, in which a
suggestion is made that the Commonwealth Government
should grant the Repﬁblican Government of Spain ex;
port credits to enable it to purchase Australian wheat
‘and other primary products.
The representations madefin connection with
this matter have been noted and will be given consideration.
Yours faithfully,

| Mo

Secretary ley

P. T. Thorne, uSUo,
Houn. Seoret ar{
Spanish R 1ef Commlttee
Box 305 P.O

HAYMARKET. SYDNEY.
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9th December, 1958,
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Haymarkete I

9th December, 1938,

The Hone Js Perkins,
Minister for Trade & Commerce,
Parlisment House, il

sir,

I have been directed by & special meeting of
the above Camittee to communicate with you and request that
the Federal GCovermment should grant the Republican Govermment
of Spain export credits to emable 1% to purchase Australian
wheat and other primary products. ;

Millions of Spanish men and women and children
mhmhaaanasmuanmltorthomhaph.

The Spanish Govermment urgently needs food and elothe

ing for the refugees who pour daily into territory under *he
gontrol of the Republican Covernment,

Australia has a surplus of these goods; wheat, meat,
and wool etce, which the Govermment of Spain would purchase if
the necessary credits are arranged by thoe Australian Governe
ment, That such eredits are a sound investment: is proved by
the Balance Sheet of the Bank of Spain published in Mey last
whieh shows an inerease of rederves by 600,000,000 pesetas ‘
gince the outbreak of the wars In addition the Coverne
ment has established an unblemished record in its
international obligationa,

\Government credits to Spain will help to feed and

slothe the mil1fons of Tefugees and will at the seme ¥ime assist
thousands of Australian prim.ry producers and otherss

Yours m‘m.

o

HON, SEORETARY.
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TO AID THE VICTIMS OF FASCISM IN SPAIN

Address All Correspondence to—
Box 305, Post Office, Haymarket
Sydney, N.S.W. @ Phone MAS5914

CIRCULARS 16th Hovember, 197

To Country Orgenisations

Dear Sir;

irising out of a statement recently »ublished in the’
nress by Mr, G.,W, Walker, of the Lindley Walker Wheat Coy. Ltd.,
our Committee has discussed various proposals vhereby the poox
outlook for Australia's coming wheat crop might be considerably im-

proved.

Referring to the lov price of wheat, Mr. ¥olker saids
"The outlook is not hopeless, but there are dark clouds ahead.”
Tle then suggested that the Govermment should raise a snecial loan
to save the vheat industrye

Mr, Valker drew attention to the fact that Australia's
vheat chegue had been as high as £50 million, vhile last year 1t
s only £30 million, and it would te by chance if it reached that
amount this vear, In considering this question-it oeccured to our
Cormittee that some effort should be made to utilise the excellent
market offered by the Spranish Goverrment., Australian wheat has
®een so0ld to Spain before, Wut owing to the destruction of crops »y

he var the Spanish Govermment will be requiring larger orders this
VelT e

We suggest that credits should be issued to the Spanish
Government by the Australian Govermment for the purpose of purchas-
ing Australian wheat at normal prices,

The healthy financial position of the Spanish Govermnment
revecled by the balance sheet of the Bank of Svnain published in
M:y last shows that such credits could be met. Reserves at the be-
ginning of My were 1 coo;ooo;ooo nesetas, commared with 1,000,C00,
000 pesetas \men the war broke oute

T e excellent financial record of the Srtanish Govprnrcpt
in meeting all its international obligations has been emphasised on
many oecasions, but partieular note should be made of the series of
articles published in the famous London Jouranl "The Finaneial News"
in,Ihrch; Anril and Noveriber ast year.

Dooling with the spirit in whieh the Spanish Gnvernnont
hod »romptly met its liabilities under the "Madlon" Agreement, one

A. W. Thompson, —of—these erbicles—stated: "This =et will go a long way to increcs

Milk, Ice, and Dairy Employees’
Union

the prestice of the Valencia Govermment abroad. Pressed as it 1is
by the financial requirerients of national defence against the inva-
sion of General Franco and his foreign allies, it has found the
funds required for meeting an external obligation of Spaine This
shows that, not withstanding pronaganda to the contrary, the V.lcn-

ia Grvermment respects private nroperty, and the sanetity of con-
tractse”

We ask vour organisation to discuss this question and to

4
L

bring the matter beforc the Frderal Govermment with a suggestion
that such credits should be made available tc the S—anish Govern-
nent for the purchasing of Australian wheat and other prlnﬁrj NrO=-

ducts such as butter, cheese etc,

We i1l be glad to supnly vou with any further informo-
tion on this question and trust that you will “GV1H s of what
action wwou decide

Yours faithfully,
P.—o THOR]

110N, SECRET.

I\

U




