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Few animéls have had such a profound effect on the course of history
as the horse. It still finds a use today despite mankind's unsurpassed
involvement with and reliance upon méchines. The herse may continue to
be even more popular simply because of this. Thus what may seem a
gsetback to the horse's continued involvement with mankind could well
turn to the horse's favour. Fortunately, there still remains among

nearly all peoples a certain fascination for this creature.

Books about horses are readily availabie today. They cover nearly every
imaginable point on the subject from breeds to management and from
~ the horse mind to dressage. What most have in common is that they concern
horses and horse management of today: the present. Few consider the
horses of yesterday: extending back to humanity's first association

with the horse.

There is a wealth of information about horses in mankind's early
history. Perhaps the only hindrance is a lack of interest or inability to

find it, search through it, and then pregsent the information.

It is perhaps true to say that each age steps on the shoulders of the
ajes that have gone before. Thus the value of what we have today in
large measure reflects our debt to our forerunners. Certainly each age
has a different weight to bear, but if we can in any way show our
appreciation of the labours of the peoples of antiquity who have
bequeathed much to us, it is in the least to record what they did.

How they used the horse and theldevelopments revolving around it,
including the revolution in land transport and its numerous results,
is only a small but singly important development in mankind's attempts

to improve both himself and those around him,.

Our ancestors had a unigque relationship with that noble animal the

horse for a long time. Traces of it remain and can be reconstructed.
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We can learn about the lives of the people~ how they travelled, what
religion they had, their economy- by studying their closest companion,
the horse. Early peoples' lives were tied with that of the horse

because they were dependent on it,.

Few people have attempted research on mankind's early association
with the horse. Those that do exist are for the most part about horses
.in.the classical civilizations and were Writtén during the nineteenth
or early twentieth centuries. What is more, most are written in German.
It is a regret that the Indo~Europeans' dealings with horses have scarcely
received the attention that they deserve. The text that contains the
myths and customs of the Kiyanswa branch of the Inde-Furopeans- is a
vast treasure that abounds with information on horses. Why this

information has not been fully utilized before is a mystery.

This thesis hopes to ref€stablish the Rgveda as an important and vital
piece of source material for the early history of the Kfyans’ use of the
horse. Without it, our knowledge and appreclation of the Indo~European
- indebtedness to and relationship with the horse is diminished. With it,
however, our appreciation will increase and a large gap in the history

of man's dealings with horses will be filled in.

From the pages of the Rgveda much can be learnt about the horses of the
Arvans. Important to consider is why the horse features so prominentiy;
This question has never really been answered before. The reason is
simply because it is regarded as an important animal, if not the most
important. Tt played a role so great that few texts can ﬁarallel the
1évish praises bestowed on the animal. The Kryans became so dependent
on it for their survival that it should be little wonder that it becomes

a god.

Once we understand how Important the horse is, this deification can be

easily understood. The deification of the horse is always important to
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bear in mind, for i%ilhe key in understanding much about early horse-lore.
In additicen, the horse possesées certain qualities that magnify its
grandeur. It is a teachable animal and obedient to the master whom it
knows well. Many heroes both ancient and modern have had their favourite

horse that accompanies them through the thick and thin of battle, or

takes their rider to ancther victbry in the race.

As the Aryans became acquainted with horses so too did their knowledge
increase. Of this knowledge they have left us much. The horses that draw
the chariot or which are ridden would need to have been trained. Kikkuli's
horse-training manual ~a Hittite document— contains elaborate day-by-day
instruc?ions that could have served as a model for the K}yansyhorse—trainers

in north-western India.

Few areas in horse-lore are lacking in the Rgveda. For the researcher
it is merely a case of what he chooses to include. This thesis is really
only a beginning, since much more could be said on the subject. The
chapters here have been chosen because they will fill in many gaps
on the K}yan and Indo-Buropean contribution to early horse-lore.
While the éubjects differ sometimes to a great extent, they share in
common rhe single theme of this thesis-, that is, to show the exalted
position of the horse that contributed much to the life of a vital people.
If any people have come close to acknowledging the horse as the most noble
of beasts it is surely the ATyans. To them no other animal could be
compared or equalled in nobleness. If only our appreciation of the service
and dedication of the bo;se to humanity can be furthered, then the effort

of enquiry will be worthwhile.





