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• The leasonally adjusted value of buildings
approved in Australia for September 1974 was
$302 million, a reduction of 6.6% compared with 
August 1974, and the lowest figure since August 
1972.

» The number of all dwellings (9,246) and private 
dwellings (7,475) spproved fell on a seasonally 
adjusted basis by 2% and 11% respectively from
the August 1974 level and were the lowest figures 
since February 1966 snd December
respectively.

1965

• On an unadjusted basis the value of building other 
than dwellings spproved for September 1974 (ell 
16% from the level in August 1974, with the figure 
for the private sector falling 19%.

* The value of all dwellings approved in Australia 
compared with August 1974 on an unadjusted 
basis fell by 3% with falls in N.S.W. (10%) 
Queensland (20%) and W,A, (2%) being largely 
offset by rises in Victoris (12%) South Austrslis 
(5%) Tasmania (4%) Norlhetn Territory (6%) and 
the A,C.T, (36%),

EXPLANATORY NOTES
Statistics of building approvals have been 

compiled from (a) permits issued by local government 
authorities in the areas subject to building control by 
these authorities and (b) contracts let or work 
commenced and day labour projects authorised by
government authorities. They relate only to approvals 
for building, as distinct from the construction of roads, 
bridges, railways, earthworks, water storages. 
Building approvals valued at less than $2,000
excluded.

etc.
are

2. Values shown represent the estimated cost when
completed (excluding cost of land) of new buildings and 
alterations and additions to existing buildings.

3. Building approvals have been classified

Australian Bureau of Statistics
Qnberra, A.C.T. 2600

as

'Private' or 'Government' according to the ownership of 
the building expected Io be built as a result of the 
approval having been granted.

4. For purposes of comparison, it should be borne
in mind that the value of building approvals ia affected 
from month to month by the number of large projects, 
such as blocks of flats and multi-story office buildings, 
approved in particular months and also by the 
administrative arrangements of local government and 
semi-governmental authorities. Table 4 can be used to 
assess the effect of approvals of large non-residential 
buildings in the monthly series.

i
5. In building sta’istics the term dwelling is used in 
its limited sense; that it is contained in a building, is 
private (j,e, not generally accessible to the public) and 
self-contained (i.e. includes bathing and cooking 
facilities). From July 1973, dwellings have been 
classified uniformly in all States and Territories as either
‘houses’ or ‘other dwellings’.

6. For this purpose, a house is defined as a building 
which has been designed or adapted so that its prime
purpose ia a single self-contained dwelling unit which ia
completely detached from other buildings; and occupies 
(except in such cases as dwellings built for employees or 
families of the owner or lessee of the land) a separate 
titled block of land. Dwellings described as flats, 
semi-detached, home units, villa units, duplexes, etc,, are' 
classified as ‘other dwellings', Non-self-containedas
dwelling units such as might bo found in motels, hostels 
and institutions, are not included as dwellings and the 
value of this building is Included in the appropriate 
category of other buildings approved. Temporary or 
makeshift dwellings are excluded from building 
statistics. For South Australia and Western Australia, the 
introduction of these concepts has led to a break in the 
continuity of these statistical series.

7. Alterations and additions of $10.000 and over
are included with dwellings or other buildings as 
appropriate. Alterations and additions valued at $2,000 
to $9.999 are shown separately.

S. Any discrepancies between totals and sums of
components in tables are due to rounding.

J G. MILLER
Acting Commonwealth Statistician

NOTE. Inquiries concerning these statistics may be made in Canberra by telephone Mr D. Michaels 
141 rtr in rsa/'k Qtnia U.. __ I_________________________________ _- • -«»------- --------------'-J •••»«* m v««iuviia uy iQicpiiunc wll u. Micnacis
341 or. tn each State capital, by telephoning the office of the Australian Bureau of Statistics. on 49 0211 extension
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TABLE 1, »UMMARY OF BUILDING APITOVED I ORIGINAL AND SEASONALLY ADIUSTGD

I r
Private

Number

Period

Dw«ítíng9 faj

Gov^nment

Totai

Number

Other buikUngi

Private Total

Alterationt 
and 

additiont 
(b)

Total 
buOding 

approved

I
Original

Seatonally 
adfutted (c/

yahtefi'OOO/

yalut 
fi'OOO} Number

yaiue 
fi'000} Original

Seaeonatty 
adjutted fc/

Value 
(i'OOO}

Value 
(i'OOO} (i'OOO}

Value
(iVOO} Original

1971-72
1972-73
1973-74

137.684
171374
169315

1322,735
2,116325
2324,132

13375
16410
14,769

124,482
175,486
195369

IS1.2S9
188.384
184.384

1.647,218
2.292316
2.719395

878,804
1,106.044
1,150,143

1.391.684
1.660,326
1.884,273

209.024
251,079
208,843

I
3.247.925
4,203,415
4,813,108

■É

i
I

1973 - 
Auguit 
September 
October 
November 
December

1974 - 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
Augutt 
September

17.615 
16,311 
16083
15,790 
12,214

11074 
11,703 
12,648 
11,709
14410 
11.910 
12013
8,956 
7415

1S362 
16X)57 
t5JO4 
15X)66 
13316

13474 
12478 
12,399 
12406 
13,355 
12497 
11025
8,444
7375

245373
231317
242,927
227396
183.346

168348 
179432 
196393
192.108 
225.114 
195344
200468 
154332 
139335

1361
1,189
1365
1049

861

953
889 

1,250 
1344

740 
1060 
1,747 
1014 
1,795

18,485 
13460 
21,624
13445 
11.677

15,712 
12426 
17090 
19,752 
13,194
16,714 
29456 
16,314 
29025

19,176 
17300 
18,848 
16,839 
13075

12027 
12392 
13.898
13,153 
15050 
12470 
13,760
9470 
9.710

17312 
17,302
16,845 
16,081
14.702

14,755 
13,952 
13,485 
14,407 
13,819 
13.143 
12045
9429 
9,246

264356 
244.278
264349 
241341
195321

183.758
191.656
214.383
211.860
238,308 
212,659
229,624
170,846 
168.058

95 3 39
84,152
94,272

122,480
88472

82.082 
95046
84,130 
73324

109,182 
104,181 
112,467
80.267 
65401

151,758
123.610
177363
185363
137320

141,819 
169010
150,174
126,367
164,637 
187410 
196,631
132469 
111,780

18,300 
18390
20,411 
18.796 
14,622

13,468 
16,194 
16,210 
16,220
18448 
17.872 
20055 
17,355
16.908

434.114
386,478
462022
445499
346,661

339,047 
376,860 
380.764 
354,447 
421093 
417,743
446,310 
321,070 
296,745

d»™uin, unit. In allí,, naw dwaUlnv; pliu allvalloiu uid iddllioiu nlu,d «I .10,000 .nd 0¥.r. (W Valuad al .1 000 lo In iha

395,137 
407393 
382,109
382427
384,697
382,153 
412,307 
323,382
301.911

Seaeonalfy 
adfuaed fc}

422064
403,304
411,308
434.065
399,738



3

TABU X - VALUB OF BUIUNNG X>H AFFKOVEO BV CLABS OF BinUINC 
AND OWNEUJHOFd'Sm

July - Stpttmbtr 
fcuuudtiivtf J974

rypeofButíétnt ¡97213 ¡973-74 ¡973-74 ¡974-73 July Aufuu

ftUVA-n. OWNERSHir

Houaas
Other dwattoga 
TbM/dwatfiwa 
Hotali, ale.
Sbopa
Factorial
OmeN
Other burinam ptamiaaa 
Educa tbs 
ReSfbn 
Health
EMartainmeiM, recreetíoa 
MaceUanaotM 
TbttíütOvbulUliiBí 
AheratioM and addHtom in) 
Total al btiMli«

1484490 
432432

2.//6,525 
79.161

137 305 
204.116 
453375

89469 
27.M1 
13414 
24383 
48395 
27437

¡,¡06,044 
245340

3468400

1416332 
607498

2,324, ¡32 
16M1

211452 
268383 
263312 
120479
40382 
14454
54.186 
65313 
34413

¡,¡30,243 
205482

3479384

560381 
152342 
712,824
2i,in 
55 372 
674i)3 
63.720 
31.402 
10392
4.356 

13344 
18.127
8495

296.974 
34MÍ5

1464,784

373.119 
120.715 
493.833

18,167 
53301 
56,797 
46417 
36.301
8332 
3A21 
6.828

19.130 
6437

257,933 
53,119

804,888

\46Si61 
54.202

200,268

21357 
22378 
23.385 
18332
3478 
1.738
1.748 
9314
2366 

¡¡2.467
19.649 

332383

117395 
37436 

/M532
6369 

21.716 
16324 
12.363
7335 
3.183 
2314 
1.725 
6.746
1324

90.267 
ilfin 

23U1Í

109357 
29377 

/39.a35
4327 

10358 
17395 
11369 
10.134

1371 
1475 
3.355 
3.170 
1.747

65,30/ 
16.398

230332

GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP

Houaai
Olh« dwaWngi 
T>otti¡ JwtUnff 
Hotah, ate.
9topi
Fitotoriai 
Omcai
Other burinan premiaei 
Education
ReHgioa 
Haalth
Emartainment, lecraatíon 
MacaHanaous
Tbuil other butUtnge 
^aratioai and additionr. M 
TolaiabeiMiaB

137367 
37424

/Z5.4M 
3.123 
U13 

23316 
76496 
44421

212324

88382
16339
87467

334.284 
8:240

nsjiffi

156.341 
39329 

¡93,869
6341 
4.690 

25.746 
102485
93486 

293,156
125 

142440 
11304 
53.758 

734. ¡34
3.161 

933;763

41.314 
12323 
5J3J5 

2.158
H7 

2.191 
20323 
9,163 

83403

SS413 
19312 
K693

440
6350 

21.466 
15.195 

102.793

20409
8.747

29,336
96
31

3.120
9.368
5443

54,131

10,382 
5432

763/4 
94

327 
2.183 
5.101 
5429 

23467

24,422 
4.603

29,023 
43
56 

1347 
6391 
4.223

24.795

20419
3357
6.321 

¡49,938
1.198

203470

15486 
6.335

14.349 
/«.345

1301 
259340

3310
622 

V.159 
4^/64

401 
113,927

7401
2148
5352

32,602 
206

69,199

2315 
3365
2438 

46,379
510 

76,114

TOTAL OWNERSHIP

HouaN
OHw dwalflnga
Tolul dwfXnfi
HotA. ate.
Siopa
Factorial
Offlcaa
Other buÉnasa ptamiaM
Edttcatioo
ReHgion
Haalth
Eatartalnman^ recrea tioD
MtoceUineotes
Tota¡ othw ¡¡ulUiitff 
Altaratloni and addltiona (a) 
Total aBbuUdfa«

1322456 
469460

2.292,0¡6 
82382

139417 
227,129 
530473 
134491 
239328
13414 

113,368
65.436 

115.104
/.660,426 

251479
4303415

2372370
647.433

2.7/9.9»3
83332 

1216333 
r294.127
365.697
214.665
334.138

14,779
196325
76.415
88472 

¡.8^.273
*08.843

4413.108

601493 
164,768 
766.36¡
25.331 
55469 
70384 
83443 
41,168 
94494

4.356 
34,463 
21,184 
14319

443.9H 
56,102

1368373

428429 
139495 
568.528

18,399 
53441
63.646 
68,283 
51.495

111,327 
5427

22414 
25,465 
20,785

441,280 
54.318 

1,064,125

166476 
62341

229,624 
7.668

21414 
25.397
32.753 
23,875 
57411

1.738 
7,318 
9,835
9.024 

¡96,63!
20333

446,310

127477 
43,368

/ 70.846 
6.362

22.114 
19307 
17443 
13364 
27,050
2314 
9.326 
8395
7.176 

¡32,869
17.355 

321,070

134.376 
33480

¡68,038 
4,369

10413 
19342 
18467
14,356 
26,666

1,475 
5470 
6,135
4385

¡¡2,780 
16408

296,745

(a) Valued at J2.GOO to S9.»W.
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table 3. - BUILDING (OTHER THAN DWELLING) JOBS APPROVED, BY CLASS OF BLILD.NG AND SIZE (VALUE, GROUPS

Leu than 
$200,000

$200,000 
to$d99.999

JSOO.WOto 
leu than $Im

flm to ka 
than $5m

end 
over

Pariod No. ($•000/ No.
VaUe 

($'000/

Total

No.
Value 

($'000/ No. ($'000/ No.

1974 July 
Auguat 
September

SHOPS

Vake 
($'000/ No. ($‘000/

rl70
140
136

r6,389 
5,894 6

1.280
1,753
1.415

rl,710 
2,930 

637
5
3

6,510
11,537
3,950

5,635

1974 July 
August 
September

FACTORIES

rl82 
155 
145

21,414
23,114
10,413

r387
347
359

711333
10,708
10,345

r22

14

r7.022 
3,512 
4.033 6

3,365 
i.SSO 
3,836

3 3,587 
3,937 
1.048

1974 July 
August 
Sept em ber

OFFICES

r317
262
380

35,397 
19,007 
19,342

rl46 
135
I 55

5.835
5.796
6.936

13 
8

3.497
3.638
4.943

3
3 
3

1,839 
1,317 
1,830

13.736 
7,831 
4.368

7,856

1974 July 
August 
September

EDUCATION

rl67
149
175

32,75.» 
rl 7,463
18,067

rl61
136
139

rI0,774
8,644
84)11

30
35

3.454
9.955

3

r8,33S 
3,053 
2,013

flO

3

r2l.lS9 
5,397 
7,196

14,000 rl94

1974 July 
Auguat 
September

HEALTH
170

r57,613 
37,050 
36.666

39
34
33

2,166
1,201
1,284

5 1.471

600
3

3,681 
1,410

750
3 
3

1,000 
4,967
3,236

1974 July 
Auguat 
September

576
438
457

OTHER TYPES (a)

49
34
38

7,318
9.336
5,870

Period

1973- 74
1973 September
1974 July 

AugUM 
September

1973- 74
1973 September
1974 July 

Auguat 
September

1973- 74
1973 September
1974 July

Auguat 
September

1973- 74
1973 September
1974 July 

August 
September

1973- 74
1973 September
1974 July 

August 
September

1973- 74
1973 September
1974 July 

August 
Septembw

21/193 
15.273
16,510

N.S.W.

62,081
6,157
5.159
3.433 
3.071

908.930 
86,893 
81,931 
57,082 
51,313

595,001 
32.923
38,930 
36,027 
27.265

1.303.933 
1 19,816 
120,851

93,109 
76.576

37
20
19

8.547
6.165
5.554 s

6,440 
3.533 
5.330 3

11,190 
I 3,940 
4.138

5,000 619
469
487

53.670
37.909
31.533

TABLE 4. - OWE LUNGS AND OTHtR BUILDINGS : STATES

Vic. QU S.A. H'.A. Ta». N.T
NUMBERSOFDWELLINOS APPROVED

Au»t.

45.490 
3.983 
3,333 
3,316 
3.573

33,053 
3,159 
3.033 
1,555 
1,370

16.757
1,732 
1,217
1.053 
1.167

16,630 
1,524 
1,294

895 
823

671.891 
55.190 
58.124 
41.798
46.828

VALUE OF DWELLINGS APPROVED (S-QOO)

477,824 
44.531 
36,096 
37,415 
33,050

339,060 
23,463 
18,327 
17,326 
18,150

339,544 
30,533 
30.178 
14,108 
13,783

483,805
51.559 
43.080
33,985
33,344

4,330 
430
333 
358
363

3.033
SI 

102 
109
94

4,913

303 
353
453

184.384
17,500
13,760 
9.970 
9.710

61.368 
5,489 
5.362 
4.376 
4,545

VALUE OF OTHER BUILDINGS APPROVED (S'OOO)

266.673 
13,880 
38.134 
27,759 
20.448

165,792 
9,356

33,784 
11,229 
10,961

195,3M 
13,100 
18,337 
31,637 
13,563

39.351 
1.807 
3.463 
3.073 
3.793

37,256 
1.067 
2,681
1,734 
1,842

94.133 
8.123
6.935 
7,007 
9,548

3.719.995
344.370
339.634
170,846
168,058

1,155,696 
106.749 
100.304 
74.783 
80,072

VALUE OF ALL BUILDINGS APPROVED ($-000)

744.497
58.413 
74.330
55,174 
43,498

394,853 
31,719 
52,111
28,555 
29,111

434,938 
32,623
38,515 
35,735 
27,345

100.719 
7.296
8.834 
6.449 
8,338

62.580
553 

10.446
543 

1.455

99,832
1,620

13.127
2.376
3,297

VALUE OF ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS (U.OOO TO $9,99») APPROV ED »'000)

83.194 
8.061 
8.131 
6,544 
5.277

59.362 
4,841 
6,472 
S.SIO 
5,797

18,791 
1,568 
1.705 
1,860 
1.858

31.785 
1.636
1,397
1,155 
1,834

14,287 
1.321
1.315
1.261
1.427

4.697
400
351
438
437

75.690
1.533

11.458 
627

1,050

1.884.27S 
123,610 
196,631 
133 869 
111,780

169,811 
9.654 

18,393
7,634 

10.598

4,604,267 
367,889 
436,255 
303,715 
279,83 ~

1.586,124 
I 37,878 
I 38,973

99,652 
83,654

TOTAL VALUE OF BUILDING WORK APPROVED (3'000)

1.031
103
90

103
12

6,796 
671 
604 
494
276

208,843 
18.590 
30.055 
17,355 
16,908

1.414.958 
111,590 
106,676 
80,293 
85,869

763,389 
59,979 
75,935 
57,034 
44.356

416.634 
33,346
53,508 
39.710
30.946

(.) Corapri.« hotel, „c, „,h., borin«. prarab«, .ot.rt.tara.o<

449.31$ 
33,944 
39,830 
36,996 
38,773

105,417 
7.696 
9.175 
6,878 
8,765

100,866 
1,720 

13.217
2.379 
3,309

176,608 
10,335 
18,997
8,138 

10,874
and recreation and mlaceUaneoua. r - revlaed.

4,813,108 
386,478
446,310
331.C70 
396,745




