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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Inports for October 1986 fell by $53b to
$3,395m, a 
Septembe r

decrease of 2* conpared with
1986, after

creases in July to Septesiber.
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This publication

sKinthly and
predonlnantly 
year-to-date

statistics of inports by Sections
digit) and Divisions
Australian
ation 
1985-86

(1
(2 digits) of the

Inport CoasK>dlty Classifie*
(AICC) (1204.0).

a result of
and 1986-87

continuing
nay

Statistics
be

for
aswndad as

quality checks
on foreign trade data. Altiwugh tbeea
anendnents usually have
on broad aggregate statistics.
have a significant affect
coBsiodity Btatlatica.

little affect
they nay 

on individual
Pot thia fsaaon.

statistics ior 1985-86 and 1986-17 should 
be regarded as prellninary and subject to 
revision.

2. Hore detailed figures
published in the nonthly 
Inports, Australia (5406.0).

Mill be
publication

The major contributors to this decrease
were chemicals, down $37m (Ilk) to $290a; 
miscellaneous manufactured articles, down
$37n (7k) to $457m) and
metal, down $27m

manufactures of

crease was recorded
(ISt) to $160n.

in
An in-

miscellaneous
trade, up $44m (23k) to $235n (nainly due 

increase in defence equipnent ofto an 
$32n),

Inports for the four months ended October 
1986 were $12,991m, an increase of $761n
"(Bk) compared with the sane period last 

The major contributors to this In-
with

year.
crease were
$3,992n; 
ides, <

machinery. up $282n (Bk) to
miscellaneous isanufactursd art-

cellaneous
up $200n

nent), up
chenicalB, up

trade 
$108m

(12k) to $l,B84n) nis- 
(nalnly defence equip-

(19k) to «fSni

food and live aninals.
$85a (8k) to $l,131ni and

up $83b (19k) to
$533b. a decrease was recorded in petrol- 
eun and petroleun products, detrr. 5235=
(29k) to $577n.

down <23<n

Commonwealth of Aunrali* l9Wi

3.
details

This 
of

publication also contains
inport orders for selected

steel connodlties, see paragraphs 23 to 
29 below for details.

STATISTICS OF INPORTS

Source of data

The
Tables 1, 2, and 3 are

Btatlatica of inports to

Australian 
Infornation

coaqslled by tlte
Bureau of statistics fron

contained in laport entries
aubeiitted by inportsrs or their agents
to the Australian Custoaa
required by the Custoaa Act.

Service as
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Statistical concepts various validation checks carried out by

5. The statistics of imports in
Tables Ir 2 and 3 of this publication are

Customs prior to the entries being passed 
to the ABS.

recorded on a general trade basis, i.e.
imports comprise goods entered directly 
for home consumption together with goods 
Imported into Customs warehouses.

9.
Icular I 
represent

Import 
month

statistics
do not

for a part-
necessarily

6.
trade are

Although items of non-merchandise
actually imported

entries lodged or commodities

recorded. they are excluded
Analysis of past data has

during that
shown that

month.
in

from imports and imports cleared for home 
consumption. The value of non-merchandise 
trade is shown in Table 1 of publication
5406.0: Imports, Australia
monthly (see paragraphs 13 and 14) .

issued

aggregate approximately 70 per cent of 
' for a part-

imports 
by value

import trade
icular month
during that month,

by value 
reflects ;actual

25 per cent

a

was actually imported during the previous
J

7. The following ate
recorded Import statistics;

excluded from

month 
value

with the remaining
being

5 per cent by
imported in earlier months.

For individual commodities the percentage 
by value representing actual imports in a 
month may vary considerably.

(a) direct 
goods

transit trade, I.e.
being trans-shipped or

moved through Australia
purposes of transport only;

for
Valuation

10.

(b) bunkers and stores supplied
the Customs

The recorded value of imports is

to ships and aircraft prior 
to arrival in Australia;

as
1981,

value
the value for duty).

(formerly referred to

Australia
On 30 November

ment on Customs Valuation.
adopted the GATT Agree­

The Agreement

(c) migrants' and
effects imported

passengers' 
and parcels

reflects one of a number of trade related
codes of conduct established during the

post imports of small value, 
for which Customs entries are 
not required;

round of Multi-lateral Trade Negotiations 
(MTN) concluded in 1979.

(d) certain materials under
11. Under

inter-governmental agreements
basis for establishing

the Agreement the primary

for defence and
jects for which

similar pro­
is the price

the customs value
actually paid or payable.

entries are not required;
Customs

provided a number of conditions
The most important
buyer and seller must be

are met.
condition is that the

independent of

(e) ships 
in

and aircraft engaged
the

passengers
ween
countries;

Australia

transport 
or goods

and

of 
bet- 

other

each other. If the conditions are not met 
the practical rules are used to determine 
the customs value.

(f) the 1 
and/or

purchase of any ship 
aircraft intended for

12.
imports

The recording of
remains on a

the value of
free-on-board

use on overseas routes;

(f.o.b.) basis (i.e. charges and expenses 
involved in delivering the goods from the
place of exportation

(g) fish i 
landed

and 
I in

other sea products
excluded) . The recorded

to

Australia
ectly from the high 
Australian ships;

1 dir­
seas by

tinues to include

) Australia 
value also

the value of

are 
con-
the

outside package, other than international 
containers used for containerised cargo.

(h) entries lodged
clearances

on

for 
$250.

values 
In

documents
informal

not
(ICD)

Imports and non-merchandise trade

addition.
exceeding

from
21 October 1985 onwards, ICDs
for postal articles
between $250 and $1000 
excluded.

valued

13. 
trade 
export)

From July
is excluded

1985, non-me rchandise

are
with UN
adopted

statistics.
from import
This

Statistical period

8. Imports are recorded statlstlc-
ally in the calendar month in which the
import entries are both finalised by the
Australian Customs Service and passed to
the ABS for further processing.
entries may be lodged early using 
Customs check-to-arrive system or
documents may

Import

be delayed because

the 
the 
of

partners. ; 
Included In

recommendations 
by Australia's
Statistics

is in
(and 

accord
and practices
major trading

this publication
prior to July 1985

have been
adjusted to be comparable with data from 
July 1985 onwards and, consequently, will 
not be directly comparable with previous 
publications.

14. Non-merchandise imports consist
primarily of re-exports of goods which
were originally exported on a temporary 
basis or for repair, alteration or renov-

a
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l

ation, and imports of goods on a tempor­
ary basis (including goods for repair, 
alteration or renovaton in Australia) and

ation

subsequent re-exportation. A complete 
list of commodities comprising non-metch- 
andlse trade is shown under section 9(b)

re-exportation.

of the AICC. The value of non-merchandise 
trade is shown in Table 1 of publication 
5406.0: Imports Australia-issued monthly.

Commodity classification

15. Imports are classified according 
to the items of the AICC which, from 1 
July 1978, has been based on the Standard 
International Trade Classification, 
Revision 2 (United Nations, Statistical 
Papers, Series M, No. 34, Revision 2,

AICC

This service is recommended where up to
fifty specific commodity items are 
qulred on a regular basis. More details 
concerning the special returns service

basi E.
re-

are contained in the
returns

Information paper.
Foreign Trade Statistics: Special Returns 
Service (5480.0).

20. 
trade

Microfiche 
statistics

microfiche 
formats. Each

in a
are

servlcei Foreign
also available on

tabular
variety of tabular

format covers all
commodities imported or exported, at var-
ious levels of aggregation.
is recommended where
wishes to obtain foreign

the
This service 

subscriber 
trade details

commodities. De-number of 
1 service

for a large i 
tails of this

(United Nations, contained in 
Foreign Trade 

Microfiche

areNo. 34,Series H,
x»/3j. A uewiieu description of the 
commodity items included in this publi- 

• • ■ •- - Copies

1975) A detailed

AICC.cation is contained in the -----
of, or extracts from, this classification 
may be obtained from offices of the ABS 
in Canberra and in each capital city.

Treatment of confidential data

16. 
the 
is

To ensure that
activities of

information about

not
restrict the

disclosed
particular businesses
it

release
certain commodities.
do not affect total

is 
of 

These

necessary 
statistics

to 
of

restrictions

the ABS information paper.
and Shipping
Service ¡5483.0).

Statistics:

21. Magnetic tape service: Statistics
for imports, exports . 
anees are available on

and import clear-
9-track magnetic

tape approximately 4 weeks after the 
of the reference period. This strvi;

end
service is

recommended where the subscriber wishes 
to obtain trade data at the most detailed
level, 
content

Documentation regarding the
and structure of these tapes is

they affect statistics 
the Australian Import

butimport figures 
at all levels of

Classification.
Commodity

contained in the ABS information paper. 
Foreign Trade and Shipping Statistics: 
Magnetic Tape Service (5484.0),

1 ABS 
and ¡

22. To meet subscribers' needs

17. 
should 
these

Re ference to table
assist in the interpretation

differences. Further

footnotes
of

information
treatment of confidentialregarding the 

data is contained in ----- ----- -
paper. Confidentiality and the Release of 
Foreign Trade and Shipping Statistics

the ABS information

(5466.0).
Trade

Revision to previous figures

18. Where revisions have been made 
to the previously published figures for 
earlier months of the current financial 
year, appropriate adjustments are made 
• the year-to-date figures shown in this 
publication. For this reason, monthly 
figures published in previous issues for 
the current financial year will not

revisions

current

to
appropriate adjustments

For this

ace

current
necessarily add
figure

to
shown in the

the
year

year-to-date
latest issue.

OTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE

19. 
scribers
foreign trade

Special returns 
1 to this scT^service

service:
can

Sub­
receive

commodity level
statistics at a particular

special returns, microfiche and magnetic 
_ monthly, quart­tape are available on a .

less frequent basis. Payment 
is requited for each of these

erly or basis.
in advance 
services.

IMPORT ORDERS

23. also providesThis publication 
import orders formonthly statistics of

selected steel commodities.
and 6 respectively show
outstanding, clearances, 
placed.

24. The import

Tables 4, 5
import orders 

and net orders

orders statistics
publication have beenprovided in this 

compiled from monthly 
by importers of the selected commodities, 

statistics defined by the relevant

returns completed

The
Tariff Items/statistical
Australian
below Table 6.

Customs Tariff
Codes

are
of the
listed

25. Table 4 shows "Import orders out-
cleared by thestanding, expected to be 

Australian Customs Service within theCustoms
The statisticsBubseguent four months’.computer producedon 

the orde rsof firmaggregatesshownmallelectronicprintout or via 
service, TELESTATS. --------- -
available in one or more of a limited 
number of formats, for a charge consia- 

with the level of detail requited.

or

or

tent

These statistics are
more

for a

are
placed overseas as at
month after allowance

the end of

ations 
month.

and (ii)
f or

the
(i) cancell-

Imports landed
clearances during the

but not cleared
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(i.e. held In a Cuatoma warehouse) are
treated as import orders outstandinq.

Balance of
-iaaued quarterly

PayoentHf Aubttall* (5302.0)

26. Clearance
Table 5 are compiled from

statistics shown in

submitted to the Australian
import entries

Customs
Service - see paragraph 4 for details.

27. 
orders 
These 
orders

Statistics I 
placed* are

of "net new Inqjort

any

statistics are
given in Table 6. 

aggregates of new
the month, leasplaced during 

outstanding orders cancelled during
the month.

28. Import orders statistics exclude 
all goods imported at concessional rates 
of duty under Customs by-law provisions, 
and imports by the Commonwealth.

29. When
outstanding with

comparing
actual

import orders 
Import clear-

anees 
due to:

over time, differences may occur

(a) new orders being placed and
subsequently cleared within 
the particular time period;

(b) imports being cleared by new 
or casual importers;

(c) orders being
revised at any stage.

cancelled or

Related publications

30. Other ABS publications which may
be of interest include:

Balance of Payments, Australia
-issued monthly

(5301.0)

Exports by Commodity Divisions, Australia 
(5402.0) -issued monthly

Exports, Australia (5404.0) -issued 
monthly ($1.20, $2.10 incl. postage)

(5404.0)

Imports, Australia (5406.0) -issued 
monthly ($1.20, $2.10 incl. postage)

Australia (5406.0)

Foreign Trade Statiatlcsi 
(5481.0).

An Overview

31. Current publlcatlonc produced by 
the ABS are listed in the Catalogue of 
Publications, Australia (1101.0). The

listed
Australia (1101.0).

ABS also Issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays,
Publications Advice (1105.0) which

lists publications to be released in the 
next few days. The Catalogue and Public­
ations Advice are available from any ABC 
office.

Electronic service«

32. VIATEL.

AUSSTATS.

Key *656* for selected
current economic. social
and demographic statist­
ics.

Thousandc of up-to-date 
tiSK. series ate available
cn this ABS on-line
vice through CSIRONET.

ser-

Pot further Infor Mtlon
phone the AUSSTATS Help 
Iiesk on (062) 52 6017.

TELESTATS. This service provides
foreign trade statistics
tailored to 
qui repents.

Put that 
available 
52 5404.

users* re-

Infor, at ion
on

is
(062)

Symbols and other usages

- nil or rounded to zero 
.. not applicable
n.e.s. not elsewhere specified
P

n.p.

33.

preliminary
subject to revision
figure or

figure or series

series revised since
previous iscue 
not available for publication

Where figures have been
discrepancies siay occur between
the component items and totals.

rounded, 
sums of

IAN CASTLES
Australian Statistician
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144,)M

<7<3U

«1,421

5)4.4$«

444.274 
444.477 
4)4,444

)3)l,771

24.411
44,424
74.24) 

242.444
141,7)4

n),«s2

244,442
422,4)1

).l«,77»

447,714

12,441,: IT

•aa Appandia h (at



• PBWCKmACB CMAMI 1» VW.U1
TA«.« í. ™ íhí'skíss »«aíCOMFMID VITR

T Thr*« »onth» ended

CflModtty deaerlptien
Augwet 1>H

TI «•ptMUMC ]*M

X
I 
X

T‘
I

OetoMr

3

Pood and live aniaala (0)
Crude aaterlala. inedible* aecept faala (3)

Patroleoa, petroleua predueta* etc. (33)

CMoieela end related producta a.a.o. (S)

Ospet» p«p«flrboeid and arttclM tMrMf (0<)

Taatlle yarnir fabrica* Md«>up artl«!*«. «te. <••!

Nanufaeturca of ■atal (07-OOi

nachinecy (71-77)

Tranapart equipoent (70.79)

NiaeaUaMooa MAufaetucod arttelaa (0)

Total all iarorta

1).3 13.1

>0.1

-30.0 >30.0 -33.3

IS.7

17.3

30.S

30.0

30.1

10.0

10.3 IS.9

11.0

31.«

3.3

33.0

10.3

(a)

DtvlaloM).

TABLE 3. ORAME IT VALOB or NAJO* CONN001TÍM 1« TOTAL 1N9OÍT0 (•)

Co—nrtUy deacriptioA

Food and tie* aniaal <01

crude aeterlala. inedible* aacapt faala <33 

putreleaa. patreleM pcedacta. etc. (33)

OHMileala and related producta «.a.a. (Si

Paper,r« papertMerd Md actlclaa tbacaof (04)

Tactile yerna.

Ha«efactutea

T

l*0S>00

9.S

Thea« ooatba ended

Auquat 19*0
TI septeober 1990

T
OetolMir 1900

0.3
3.7

(abfleaf •*da>up artlclea* etc. (OS)

of Betel (07>00)

luchiaacy (71-77)

Tranapert equipaent (70*70)

31.0 U.S 30.9

13.0 13.7 11.9 33.0

RlaealleiMOua BMwfeeturad actlclaa (0) U.S 14.9 10.3

Total all iaparta
100.0 100.0 100.0 300.0

Auetrellaa 1 
plelaioaa).

»orca UI ■■JW» b , I ..--- 
ii^it c^odicy ciM.ifteatlM



4. «sKS.g’Çg’SeOSKKS’SS.ÎSS ?S«SSÆ5» íscrsi"«“
Ordace »'»tatafldinç it tha iM oí -

CooBOditjr Unit oí 
Quantity

"•ï 1916
Jun.
190«

Jul.
1986 liiJi •ap- 

19«
O«t. 
190«

P

Coid rollad uncoatad iron or staal shaati 
and platal, 3.2m and lasa In thleknasi

Calvanlaad íron or staal shaats and platas, 
4.7900 and lasa lo thlcknsss tonnas

2137«

27,940

37314

35,14«

)0357 2634« 2S,701

31,774 30.79« c2>3SI 23r*01

2

CLCAMNCBS FOO SiLKTBP 9TIÍL COHROOITIMTABLE 5. IHFOrr

Total claarincas during *>

Coaaodlty Unit oí 
Quantity

"•y 
190«

Jun. 
19S<

Jul. 
198«

Au«. 
190«

sap. 
190«

Oct. 
19«

P

Coid rollad uncoatad icón or staal shaata 
«nd platal, 3.2m and lasa In thictnass

Calvanlsad Iron or staal shaats and platas, 
4.75m and lass in tblcknass

«,507

4.305

0,307

9,940

4,7«)

3,««2

7,707

0,943

7,901

15,199

«,919

5,50«

TABLE «. IRFOrr ORDERS PLACED (LESS CANCCLLATIOBS) 
POR «BLBCTED «TBBL CONNOOJTJES

Nat oróacB piscad dorino -

Coaaodlty Unit oí 
Oosatity

"•y 
190« io«« Jul. 

190«
Au«. 
190«

Sap. 
198«

Oct. 
190«

Coid rollad uncoatad iros ot ataal shaata 
and platal, 3,2o« and lass in thicknass

Calvanlsad icón oc staal shaats and platas, 
4.75m and lasa in thicknass tonnas

7,13«

10,931

7,0<4

9,001

«,393

7,33«

1,991

c<.o<e

9,03«

7,04)

4.<47

<,119

COMBOOlTy
Cold rollad uncoatad Iron or ataal shaats and plates, 

3.2m and lass In tbacknass

Galvanlaad Iran or stasi shaats and platas, 
4.7Saa and lass io thicknass

TARirr ITOKOI/OTATIOTICAL COK«)

73.13.200/.210,.221

73.13.200/. 290.. 301,. 313



Appendl» A I Confidential Co—odity Lilting

CoaaodltlaaRestrictions are placed on the release of statistics for certain coeusodlties for reasons of confidentiality. 
covered by the itee codes listed below ate subject to the 'No Cowsodlty Details' restriction and are. thcreforel'cOMFLCtRLy 
BXCLUDSD Iros the relevant Sections and Divisions and INCLUDSD in Division 9A in Table 1.

Section

0

lapoft Co—odlty Claaalfication

Divlalon itf started
05 054.20.37 oi.os.se

JgMtfUU»"

Finished

054.20.39 01.09.St

91 911.13.01 01.10.13

511.39.01 01.OS.Si 31.08.14
511.39.07 01.04.St

511.40.01 01.08.14

512.17.02 01.0t.8t
512.17.15 01.0i.8i

513.79.13 01.07.49 31.07.85
513.90.01 01.04.at

52

513.90.13

513.90.15

513.90.39

51t.l4.00

522.13.00

01.10.84

01.08.82

01.10.84

01.08.St

01.03.84

30.11.89

523.23.00 01.09.at

58 582.70.04 01.09.80

it til.20.01 ei.ot.st

69 691.10.05 01.05.83

694.01.02 01.07.80
495.39.40 01.03.82

72 723.30.01 01.09.81

74 749.10.70 01.08.83

749.10.74 01.08.82

775.84.01 01.04.81

88 881.11.45 01.07.80

89 899.31.09 01.12.85

oi.os.se

