
ANNEXURE TO STATE COUNCIL MINUTES, 23rd MAY, 1975. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE PERIOD ENDING 22nd MAY. 1975. 

Balance Brought Forward 

INCOME:-
Subscription - Head Offico Remit 75/1 ~1,070-98 

75/2 429-18 
Contra - Head Office 
Dinner Contribution 

~1,500-16 

182-00 
60-00 

NET INCOME:­

EXPENDITURE:- 1st OCTOBER, 1974 to 22nd MAY, 1975. 

Conference and Council Exponses­
(\dolaida 
Melbourne 

Travolling Expenses - Wagga 23/2/75 
18/4/75 

Secretary's Honororium to 30/1/75 
Contra- Head Office 

SUNDRIES:-
National Summer School 
Bank Transfer 
Intorost Bearing Deposit 
Long Service Leave Fund 

~ 152-60 
102-90 255-50 

98-00 
85-80 183-80 

100-00 
182-00 

124-30 

1,500-00 
50-00 1.674-30 

BALANCE AT BANK 

N.B. a ~32-40 refund is expected from National Summer School. 

91.742-16 
~3,491-35 

~2,395-60 

~~1, 095-75 
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I went to Spain as a nmse, a Hospital Sister. Therefor 
I expected to se su fering, I expected to see soldiers with 
h rrible wounds but never with any stretch of imagination di 
I expect to witness such wilful slaughter of civil population 
I can never forget or f6rgive it. It was a pathetic sight to 

. 
see women running to the refuges, grabbing their babies to th 
terrt.fied childrenECreaming to their parents and old people 

♦ 

shuffli~ along behind, unable to hurry. But it w s a more 
pathetic sight to see a plane swoop low, drop a bomb amongst 
them and blow them to pieces. Ho often have I witnessed this: 
How often have I helped rescue villagers from the ruin of their 
homes. But the courage of the Spanish people is the most magnif­
icent thing I have ever seen. We must win they would say, and I 
as not in Sain lo~ before I 

they must win. 
I saw the1e beaut ful cities and beautiful old towns, but always 

in addition the most h rrible slums imaginable. Thousands of people 
~~~ living in caves, villages compo almost of mua huts with struggling 
~ 
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starving peasant• folk scratching the ground with their primitive 
implements. A people enslaved for centuries whose one crime was 
that they had discovered that there was something better in life 
than poverty and misery and had elected a parliament which would 
give them better conditions. r -This parliament was not Communist 
or socialist, it was merely democratic, but of course that didn't 
suit the greedy land owners, the eXl)loiters who had taken everything 
that was worth while out of the lives of the Spanish people for so 
long. 

the very beginning of the Revolution and all along there 
has been a steady stream of soldiers, planes and munitions pouring 
into Rebel Spain from Fascist countries R compl tely outweighing 
the very small help which came to Republican Spa • 

I kept a diary while as in Spain and here is a little extract 
which is repeated in similar fashion at intervals through the diary 
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The Spanish Republicans fight always against fearful odds, 

the lack of food and an overpowering supply of arms. If they 

had had just sufficient food to prevent people from being too 
111 to work properly and half the arms which are poured into Rebel 
Spain the war would have been over long ago in favour of the 

Spanish Government. 

I saw Spain at the early part of the Revolution when it was 
more or less chaos and disorder. I saw it later hen the revol-
utionary atmosphere had subsided and law and order reigned. I 
saw the Spanish people taught to read and write. We had in our 
Hospital grown men and women who could neither read nor JtTite and 
always at ..,-esSting periods even in ront 11n ho ·t 1, education 
classes were organi sed. Even the soldiers in the trenches were 
taught to read and write. I spent about three weeks in Barcelona 
~~ie,ie to going to the front. My first hadship I must say was 
the lack of food. 

txra 
When I had gone a couple of weeks without butter, 
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jam11:, pudding, and my usual cup of tea, I felt utterly miserable. 

My hot dinner usually consisted of a plate of macaroni or octopus 

and rice. The food of course was under control and it was impos-

sible to buy more than two courses anywhere. Every morning and 

evening w would see bread ques and milk ques everywhere. 

Barcelona was aiy{nteresting sight in those early days, draped 

by flags and pictures of the different leaders, armed men guarding 

the official buildings, and shell and bullet holes through most 

of the big buildings. ill art galleries, museums and big churches 

were closed, as a protection of course, and a great many of the 

art treasures were removed from the Co alto r. 

Some of the am ler churches were open. In Republican Spain 

there is absolute freedo~ of thought as far as religion go~s. 

If a person w shes to be an athiest he can be · one and no-one has 

the right to come along and tell hi he should have a religion 
H ,· s and a person who finds comfort in tlieir religion may proceed with 
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it absolutely unmolested. For tpis reason were some of the 
churches open. At the beginning of the Revolution many of the 
churches were burned out. This was done but the Spanish people 
themselves long before we arrived there and I do not speak about 
things I did not see myself. While I was there these churches 
were used as schools and for housing refugees. I beca'Olee attached 
to a mobile hospital or an Equip as it is called in Spanish and 
moved from Front to Front according to the attacks. I worked on 
most of the big Fronts. Jarama, Brunete, ~agon and Tereul. 

At first we worked in rather pri itive fashion but eventually 
more help and equipment came with the result that eventually all 

~I Hospital were quite up to date. In operating theatres we 
even had central heating and diathermy. I worked in the operating theatre right through the 

broke out in the lines. 
excepting on one ccasion when Typhoid 

At that tie we had on our staff only 
myself and one male nurse, trained. Naturally we could not attend 
to 60 or 70 Ty~hoids ourselve • We Wlmt into the village, collected 
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as many Spanish girls as possible and in a couple of weeks had 
them trained into the ways of nursing. · On that occasion I ESi: also 
helped with the cooking, teaching the Spanish girls how to serve 
meals in true hospital fashion. When the ward was running smoothly 
my next responsibility was the delousing. On admission all patients 
were covered with lice and to keep these lice from entering the 
clean beds was in deed difficult. Every article of clothing as 
it came off a patient would have to be steralized. 

Our first big battle was the Jarama. Words cannot express these days. Ours was the first front line hospital and we received 
all wounded from that section. As many as 500 and 600 a day poured 
in. The sights were sickening. Lege blo.wn off, intestines 
out and faces shot away. 

20 hours a day and even th 
We worked 48 hour stretches, averaging 

had to watch hundreds die right under 
our noses because we hadn ' t the hands or aterial with which to 
attend them. 

The Hospital would shake and rattle from the bombs. 
All day the thud thud of bombs and roar of artillary from the Front 
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and all day :iim an agony of groans from the hundred awaiting atten-

tion. 

At Brunete condittons were improved and we worked 24 hour stret-

ches only. Hundreds of nurses and more equipment had in the mean-

time come to Spain. At Brunete at night when not working I used 

to sit at the window and watch the battle in the air. The Minute 

enemy planes would appear the search lights would be upon them 

and then the combat would begin. At Belchite I nursed many prisoners 

They were mostly Italia~ out some were Spanish. We saw also most 

of the Refugees from Belchite. Little children fatally wounded 

and old people who would sit and stare straight ahead of them as 

though life had ceased for them. 

Teruel was the most terrible experience of all. Food had 

become very scarce and I can safely say that there was not a person 

at our Hospital in a ~it condition to work. The cold was fearful. 

Snowup to our knees. Eve:ny,r patient who was admitted to my oper-/ 
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theatre had frozen feet. It was one persons work to rub them with 

snow that being the treatment. \ 

We had practically no arms with which to defend ourselves 

at Teruel and therefore had to watch our Hospital blown to piP-ces. 
One morning 200 incendary bombs dropped about our hospital and event­
ually one hit the end of the building killing a number of patients. 
The enemy would fly around and around the hospital strafing it. 

If we dared go outside in white uniforms they would swoop low and 
iwt■ agk throw hand grenades at us. Our ambulances ould be attacked 
from the air and the wounded killed inside. 

All together it was~tremendous slaughter. Always this over­
powering supply of arms. Towardf the end we spent more time operating 
on the village folk and trying to consol them after their terrific 
losses. Such an unfair battb. col).ld never have existed before. 
I am deeply d oy the unfairness of it all, and when I hear the 
news,Franco =========~ orious, t breaks for the Spanish 
people, and before my eyes comes a picture of an old lady who stood 
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itli me during a heavy bombardment at Teruel. After seeing er 

daughter and two grandchildren killed by a bomb she rushed out 

into the 

pl ea. 

her fistllX at the »)aw•• disappearing 

you" she screamed, "We will winn and 

when I said to her afterwards "What i:f Franco does win" 

"We will rise again," she said with a determination I shall never 

forget .f i That was the morale of the Spanish people 

morale of Bepublican Spain. 

That was the 
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