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MAIN FÍ ATURf S

Al November 1483, an eslimalet 2,414,444 (M.4 per 
cent) of children aged 2 to 14 yean In Australia had had a 
dental con ulralion al some lime in their life. Of these. 
391,140 (14.9 per cent) had their first consuhatloei when 
aged less than 3 years, 1,488.444 i4l.4 per ceatt wbea 
aged 3 or 4 years, 831,344 (31.8 per cent) when aged 5 or 4 
yean, 244,140(10.2 per rent) when aged 7 lo 14 yean and 
it was not known when 40,004 (1.5 per cent) had tbeir first 
dental comuhalion.

rhe turve; thowed that ar< etlimaled 2,252.144 (44 4 per 
cent) of children a|rd 2 to 14 ^eara had had a denial 
consultation in the pre »loos twelve monllM Of Ihtte, 
1.145,940(54.4 per c.nt) had theli most recent coattolla- 
tion al a private dental surfer) and 424,244 (41.2 per 
cent) al a school dental clinic. However, H was onlv in 
New South Wales and Victoria that the majority of the 
most recent coitau*lalions loot place al a private dental 
surfery.

/

An estimated 144,744(4.2 per cent) of children aged 5 Io 
14 years had never had a dental consuHatioo. For 134.444 
(84.4 per cent) of these,‘No problem with teeth'was given 
as the main reason *hey had not done so. (Note: Main 
reason never had a denial eonsultalion was not asked la 
respect of children aged less titan 5 years).

Tbe survey also showed that of the rstimalrd 1.455.744 
children agrd 4 lo II years al school, I.ldt.t4l(4a.4 per 
cent) said that the .School Dental Service was avatlabte 
ihr lufh their school. Of these. 422,244 (M l per cent) 
had used the Service, 211,744 <11,4 per cent) bad never 
used it and it was not known whether 4,844(1.1 per cent) 
had ever used H.

EXPLANATORY NOTÍÍS

Introduction
In November 1983a survey wasconducted through­

out Australia to obtain information about the dental 
behaviour patterns oi children aged 2 to 14 years 
Interviews were carried out over a period of Iwo weeks 
commencing 7 November.

7 Thu publseaiioa contains only a summary of Ibc more 
important results of the survey Mittr dne-lrd rttimain 
will be puhisshed shortly Tbe estímales shossa aie 
pt£>:Runary aad arc subyect lo levnion

Sco|M «»4

J The «urve> conducirá at pan ol Iki: rr(uiai 
population survey, which is bated on a muhi »uge area 
»ampie of prívate dwellings (about DXMX) bouses, flats, 
etc I and covers about iwo-inirds of one per cent of the 
population of Australia Certain groups of persona, such 
as visitors to prívale dwellings, occupants of oon-privaic 
dwtellingi (bouts, motels etc.), members of the permanent 
defence forces, diplomatic personnel aad persons from 
overseas holidaying tn Aus.raha. «<en ;«eluded from the 
survey

Starve« BtKkaal

4 Infoiinaiion watokuined. kycairluUy choteo and
specially trained mterviewcTs. from the person responsible 
for the child (uataally the mother I Dental bcahbqucatiom 
were only atted about children aged 2 to 14 years

DcflnMium

5 Dtnu! Cvfttuiuitott a comutuiion • iib a hcahh 
professional la relation lo lectb or guans Includes 
consuhaiions wnih deniitis. orthodonlitu. dcnul ibera- 
ptsls. denial nurses, doctors, etc

6 Sehool Dtniil Strvtrr—t goverameol funded
KheiDc, ,-un tn all Suiet and Temiorw*. to provide free 
denial cart to children at tchool (gownimeni aad 
pnvaie) until the end ol pnmary education (escepi la 
Tatmania where il haboavailahle in Kcondary «cIkioII

7 Sihoot rtmial Clitue ctiMC rao by ibc School
Denul Semet May be located at a school or a central 
office, or may be a mobile clune

S Priwir Dmial Surffty a denial turgery which n 
independent of other hcahb care faciluacs aad which 
operates on a fee-for-service basa

Hoapiul— incittát» denial hotpiub
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10 Amm/ rlMwr *mm Suu* haw gowvwwM rwa 
chatc* ptovattaf I»«« Oeaul can W heWm a( haahh 
coaCTaiiBa caiM* aad ihctr dr^vadaai* Oih« chaw* an 
nia hy «MgaaMaiMNW *ach a* Iradr Uaiaaa. aad |wo*id( 
draul can Ui aMnahrn In* o(chaf*t, M at tadacad taiM

■rhaMhly tí Mm ««MaM<««
II Siam ihe eutaMW* tie bawd oa a *aaipi*> lOa) m
tahfcci latampitag wriohilMy (tccihc Techaaal aatelw 
lanhei deuili) Aota* ngan* m ihw pahhcaiiea an 
nplaced hy the »yaihal * Thete how a nhuw «laadaid 
erra« gnaiet ihaa SO ftt ewM. which la cBattdertd laa 
high lot ihe «MiaMie la he awd lor aioM praciical 
parpa««*

IX la addataa la taopiiag cnon. the niitaai«* an 
Mihteci la aea-*aaipl>ag erran Thew awy he caaicd hy 
emwtianpartiagic g hccaaMiatacaa*«w«*a«nh*Md 
oa atetaary, oe hceaate of miwadertiaadiag oe aaaiit- 
lagaeta of ntpaadeat* la nwsl all dciadtl oe cffon 
amaag danog ptoenMag (e g codiag. data ncardiag) 
Sach enow any occw la aay Mataucal caOeaioa 
aheiher Maa fallccoMMcaaaiora «ample taewy Ewiy 
rffoei a aiade la ndac* aoa-tamphagenan w ihc wrwy 
IO a awainam csnltd deuga aad letttogof qaeutaa- 
aain*. hy laieatiw intatag aad »apcrwuoa of aaer- 
«mm*. aad hy cfTmeai openiiog procadan*

Kriaiad pahMralteo*
IS Aaoih«r ABA pahhcaiMM arhtch any Im of laWt«*« 
■ Aghr.
tttnf Fritnitrf Utt /gTV(4SST0) 

14 Cwnai pahhcaiiMM ptodacad hy th* AK an 
hu*daiih(Ca«a<a(ar«|f AMraraau. 4aMnha(IIOI4) 
Th« A*lt alM at aw. aa Tanday* aad Fnday*. a 
/i^hratMwt 4d*tr«(ll(M0)ah«ch haw pahhcaiMNw 1« 
he nicatad w the atai lea day* The Catalatae aad 
PahheatKNM Mttai an awadaMt hotit AK affice

Ayaihahi aad awga
*ol

• «abyeci la «ampbag wnahthty laa hi^ lot rnaai 
prawical fitifattt IS«« para^pb I IK

IS. Warn li^tn* haw haea roaadad. dtKnpaactn 
any occar hctaeca «aaw of the cotapoaew acaa aad 
wub Fahhihad pweeatapat an calcabnd fnat (a 
loaadiag ol ftftnt aad thwefan MMaa ditcnpaacy any 
etat heiarea the«« peneataer* t»i th««« ihai eoald he 
calndated hoai 'he tnaadad ligan»

■ J. < AMUON 
A ii«riB«« AMIMMilaB

%

Q
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Taon 3 MIWIH ACtOl 1014 »1 «■<> *MO HA*l HAD A DENTAL TONM LTATION IN THE LAST 11 MONTHS i FLAft 
03 MONT ■!< ENT LONAl LTATION OT TIME WNf E MONT OETENT fONM LTATION. At STIAI IA. NOVI MBiB 1*03

Ftwv af tauu nttat toiauhatKM

Flow Marv aaao»
fnaatt 
Diaatal

Sarttaa

SrUaot 
nrataal 
n»att Hoapttal

Praiat
CiMatr OÊhrr Tou!

«•MO»

2 ovt«i at lata 
Man Ikaa 2 oovkt to « awtiikt
Man Ikaa « aaantlM la 12 «mimIw

140 3 
4*7 5
101 I

1212 
Wl 
21*3

*5 
40* 
134

ICI 
4*4 
227

210
52

IJ*75
361«

iMal l.l«* WJ U4 (I* ll.l US1.I

Ihrroat

Total H* 4IJ 14 ».T M

TABI I 4. FERSONS ACED 1 TO 14 TEARS WHO HAVE HAD A DENTAL CONSI LTATION IN THE LAST 11 MONTHS i FLACE 
03 MOST RECENT CONSILTATION BY STATE OR TERRITORY, NOVEMBER 1913 

(■«••I

MS » nr QU SA ri MT. A.C.T. Anmatia

Hart af tarn rtrtaar taataarMruaaa
Fntatt «ratal tar(rn
Srboal «ntal rtair
Hstfiul
Oraial cfeaic
OUitr

«23« 
1*0«
205 
302
10 3

W* 
Ileo 
241 
24* 
107

139 4
21« }

!•?

«52 
1450

34 
2.1
1*

54.1
I «3*

134
39«

40
207

117
23 I

Total •TS-1 sns IIM

II 
11

1«

1.145* 
*2*2
«31 
12« 
31.1

UlJ T«J M.4 1JS14

TABI E S. rEOSONS ACED 4 to II tears at SCHOOL: WHETHER S( HOOL DENTAL SERVICE AVAUABLETHROl CH SCHOOL 
AND WHETHER I SED SCHOOL DENTAL SERVICE. BT STATE OH TERRTTORT, NOVEMBER 1*03

(••••)

SrMoat Draaal Smart (S D Sj MS» Ftr QU SA. 14 4 rai MT. A.C.T. AanraMa

S DS attdaklr 
Uwt! SDS 
Nmr ata« SOS 
Not kaooa « SDS ata«

3170
2251
171

1*70
141 2
542

24« T
300*
370

IM 3 
I23T 
125

142«
13X3
102

417
43 3
5J

209
200

2*3
23J
31

1.140« 
*222 
211.7

«I

S D S aiM tmlaMc ISI } IMO IT* II 1.« JS44

Net laooa 4 S D S tvailaMt 1020 491 4« IM«

Total ÎT0J 4M« U9J 141.* I44.T SI.4 U.t NJ

TABLE 6 FERSONS AGCO 4 TO II YEARS AT SCHOOL i WHETHER SCHOOL DENTAL SERVICE AVAILABLE 
THROl CH SCHOOL, BY STATE OR TERRITORY, NOVEMBER H«3

(Far mM|

StMarA Drata/ Smart (SDS) M.S ». Wr. QU Taa M.T. AC.T. AaatraSa

S D S tvailaMt
S D.S aoi ttailabit
Not kaooa A S O S ttailaOlt

55« 
M5 
■7«

46 2 
422 
11.7

91 « 
«7 
1.7

90 I
1.2

«(3 *4.7
3.1
22

♦30 •7« 619
21 4 
9.7

Total IM.I
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TK-MNK Al. NOT!

MrlitMlily of the rstimaln
Since the estimates in this publication are based on 

information obtained from occupants of a sample of 
dwellings they are tubiect to sampling variability, that it. 
they may differ from the figures that would have been 
produced if all dwellings had been included in the turvey 
One measure of the likely difference it given by the 
standard error, which indicates the extent to which an 
estimate might have varied by chance because only a 
sample of dwellings was included There are about two 
chances in three that a sample estimate will differ by less 
than one standard error from the figure that would have 
been obtained if all dwellings had been included, and 
about nineteen chances in twenty that the difference will 
be lest than two standard errors. Another measure of the 
likely difference it the relative standard error, which it 
obtained by expressing tnesundard errors at a percentage 
of the estimate 

2 Space does not allow for the separate indication of 
the standard error of all estimates in this publication. A 
table of standard errors and relative standard errors for 
numbers of persons is given below. As these figures are 
averages based on a range of estimates, they will not give 
a precise measure of the standard error but they will 
provide an indication of its magnitude.

3 An example of the calculation and use of standard 
errors is as follows; Table I shows that the estiiruted 
number of children aged 2 to 14 years in Australia who 
have never had a dental consultation is 652.500 Since 

this estimate it between 500.(XX)and 1.000.000 in the table 
below, the standard error will be between 8,100 and 
11,200 and can be approximated by9,000(roundedlothe 
nearest 100) Therefore there are about Iwo chances in 
three that the number of children would be between 
M3,500 and 661,500 and about itineieen chances in 
twenty that it would M between 634,500 and 670,500 if all 
dwellings had been iiKluded in the turvey.

4 A* ihe tlandard er.on in the table show, the smaller 
the esiimale the higher it the relative siartdarderror. Very 
small estimates would thus be subject to such high 
standard errors (relative to the size of the estimate) as to 
detract seriously from their value for most reasonable 
uses In this publication, only estimates with relative 
standard errors less than 30 per cent are considered 
sufriciently reliable for most purposes. Estimates with 
relative standard errors greater than 30 per cent have not 
been shown and although figures for these components 
can in tome cases be derived by subtraction, they should 
not be regarded as reiiabk

i The imprecision due to sampling variability, which is 
measured by the standard error, should not be confused 
with inaccuracies that may occur because of imperfections 
in repoDing by interviewers and respondents and errors 
made in the coding and processing of data. Inaccuracies 
of this kind are referred to as the non-tampling error, and 
they may occur in any enumeration, whether it be a full 
count or only a sample.

STANDARD F RRORS OF ÏSTIMATE.S

Stv ftnrntnf M.S. I'ir CM NT
Ketanvr 

Standard 
error 

(per centXa)

500 
1.000 
1.500 
2.000 
2.500 
3.000 
3,500 
4000 
4.500 
5.000 
6.000

10.000 
20.000 
50.000

100.000 
200.000 
.wo.ooo 
500.000 

i.000.000 
2.000.000 
5.000.000

770 
840 
410 
470 

1.000 
1.106 
1.200 
1,500 
2.100 
3.J00 
4.500 
6.200 
7,500 
4,400

750 
820 
880 
440 

1.000 
I too 
1.200 
1,500 
2.100 
3.200 
4.300 
5.400 
7,100

4W 
5 TO
6 JO 
640 
740 
740 
MO 
X80 
460

1.200 
1.700 
2.600 
3.600 
S.OOO

340 
420 
480 
540 
540
630 
670
710 
750
820 

1,000 
1,400 
2,200 
3,000

340 
420
480 
540 
540
630 
680
710 
750
820 

1.000 
1.400 
2.200 
3.000 
4.000

140 
270 
330
380 
420 
460 
440
520 
550 
580 
630 
800 

I.too 
1.600

650
720
780
830
880
430
470

1.000 
I. JOO
1,700

.360 
430 
500 
550 
600 
640 
6»0
720 
IfiO 
820 

1.000 
1.400 
2.000

440 
560 
630 
640
750 
800 
850 
8M) 
480 

1,300 
1,800 
2.800 
3.800 
5.300 
6.400 
8.100 

11.200 
15.400 
23.100

32,7 
280 
25,2 
23,0 
21.4
20.0 
184 
17.8 
16.3 
13 0
4.0 
5.6
3.8 
2.7
2.1 
1.6

0.« 
0.5

•• 4

—nttnbfr -

(a> Ir ibtt pvMicatKMi. eitimam »uh ■ uandant error o< more than W per ce«( ha\c roi been shown

• Cmnasonweahh of Amtraha IbM Pnnwd C J. Tmowp*os CMniDMineahh Goveramem Printer, Canberra


