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MAIN FEATURES

The average number of chBshesi already bon to married 
vroiueti bl the ages 25 years and over, declined between 
1976 and 1979. However, the completed famdy size 
expected by al married woanen under 40 years of age 
hat semained stable at 2,5 chBehen per womta (Table 1).

Thctptcfeicace for the two chid famly remained high. 
Of msnied vmmen under 45 yean of age with no 
chidren, 49,9 per cent expected to have two chidren. 
Of those with one child already bora 39J per cent 
expected one more, and of those who abesdy had two 
chillhen 86,6 expected no more. (Table Q. Of the 

married women aged 20-24, 3.7 pct cent expected to 
icmainschUcts, 4.1 per ceset expected one chid only, 
whie 5X4 pet cent expected two chUhtn. For women 
aged 25-29 the respective percentages were 3.5, 4.7 and 
51.8 (Tabic 7).

These weie only ndnor diffetetices in the expected 
completed bmOy size of women with dUftsenl social 
chatacteritlics, the only exception being women in the 
labour force who expected to have a completed bmly 
size of X4 chBdren against X8 for Iboae not in the 
hbour foiee. Thh contrasts with the greater diffcrentiala 
hl the. actual number of chidren already bora (Tables 
9-12).

Expectations of additiotial children were dependent 
partially on the tex composition of Iboae chidren 
alseady bom to a woman. Ansotig merried women who 
had bnd two cbiliben of the tome tex, 18.4 per cent 
expected a third chid. This comparet with 9.1 per cent 
among thoie who had a boy and a gU. For younger 
women aged 15-24 years, these psopoittom wen 52.9 
per cent and 20.2 per cent respectively.(Table 16.)

EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction
This publication contains results of a survey in 

June 1979 of the child-bearing histories and birth 
expectations of ever-married women in Australia. The 
survey was conducted as a supplement Io the regular 
monthly Population Survey. Quintions were diiected to 

women -under the age of 45 who were nairied, widowed 
or divorced. Information was obtained about the birth 
date and sex of each child. Women married at the time 
of the survey were uked how many more chBdren they 
expected to have and when they expected the next child 
to be bom.

2. The survey is the second to be undertaken on 
this topic by the Australian Bureau of Statistki. The 
lint survey was made in November 1976 and referred to 
women aged 15 to 39. Suinnary results from this survey 
were released in June 1979 in BIrtli Expaetatiom of 
Myriad bbmen, November ¡976 (3215.0). A 
comparison of the results of the November 1976 and 
June 1979 surveys It shown in Table I of the preaent 
publication.

3. Apart from the increaee in coverage there were 
other important differences between the first and second 
surveys. In particular, by asking women their month and 
year of marriage in the 1979 survey the imputation of 
variables pertaining to marriage was considerably 
reduced. More detailed information on this aspect of the 
comparison of the surveys is available on request.

Scope 

4. The survey is baaed on a multi-atage area nmple 
of dwellings covering about two-thirds of one per cent of 
the population of Australia. The information was 
obtained by carefully chosen and specially trained 
interviewen, the interviews being carried out over two 
weeks. Memben of the permanent defence forces, 
certain diplomatic personnel of overseas governments 
customarily exclurled from Census and estimated 
populations, overseas visitors who were in Australia, and 
memben of non-Australlan defence forces (and their 
dependants) stationed in Australia were excluded. Also 
excluded from the survey were women in hospital and 
women living in institutions. Birth expectations 
(juestions were not asked of widowed and divorced 
women.

Eatimation
S. The survey estimates have been calculated in 
such a way as to conform to an independently estimated 
distribution of the female population aged IS to 44 
years (but not, unlike the first birth expectations survey, 
classified by marital status). These independent 
estimates (benchmarks) were derived from incomplete 
information about population changes (deaths, internal 
and overseas migration) and riuy differ from estimates 
of the population subsequently published by the ABS. 
For estimates of the popiilation and other demographic 
statistics reference should be made to the quarterly 
pubheation Papukrion and FirufSrarisrtn (3312.0).

RcUablHy of the eatimatea
6. The technical note shown as Attachment I to 
this pubheation gives a brief explanation of the measures 
of the likely difference of the estimates from the figures 
that would have been produced from a full count.

7. The imprecision due to umpling variability.
which iS measured by the standard error, should be 
distinguished from inaccuracies that may occur because 
of imperfections in reporting by interviewers, and 
respondents, and in office coding and processing. 
Inaccuracies of this kind are referred Io as the 
non-sampling error, and they may occur in any 
enumeration, whether it be a full count or only a 
sample. Every effort ia made to reduce the non-nmpling 
enor Io a minimum by careful design of questionnaires, 
intensive training and supervision of interviewers and 
efficient operating procedures.

8. The results of the survey may also be affected 
by a number of other factors and the following points 
should be specially noted :
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(a) If, as it likely, child beating Mstories and birth 
expectatloru of women in hoapltal differ from 
thote of other married women of the tame age 
and Uvtng in the tame area, the exciution of 
women in Inatitutiona can biu the survey 
results. For instance, the average hospital stay 
for child birth may be between seven and eight 
days. Thia would account for an average of 
about 4,000 married women in hoapital — away 
from home - for child birth at any time. The 
omistion of theae women, equivalent to about 
25 aurvey leapondenta, may not have a 
aignlBcant effect on the survey results overall; 
but it should be kept in mind thst this could 
affect certain results, such at the number of 
women who had a child in the preceding 12 
months, snd who expected s child in the 
following 12 months.

(b) The survey excludes womn unmarried at the 
time of the survey who may subsequently 
marry and have expectations of children.

(c) Out of about 12,900ever-married women aged 15 
to 44 aelected for interview, approximately 
SIS, or 4.0 pet cent, failed to provide uaable 
information - eitber becauae they were not 
available for personal interview or becauae they 
provided no answers at unaatiafsctoty answers 
to one or mote queetiona Le. women whoae 
questiotuiaires were not answered completely 
and satiafactorily were treeted as if no interview 
had been obtained. All SIS women were 
nevertheless included in the calcubtion of the 
survey weights.

number of (additional) children expected, actual and 
expected intervals between first marriage and first birth, 
bitervals between successive children, sex of children
•lieady bom. State •nd type of locality
(metropoUtan/non-metropolitan), and labour force 
Btattts. These and other items covered in the survey ate 
listed in Attachment II with a brief description and 
details of the classifications where appropriate.

Farther tabnlationa
II. Only a amali number of all poiilble tabulatioru
was selected for this publication. Users requiring special 
tabulations are advised to contact the Australian Bureau 
of Statistica.

Rchted puMicatioiu
12. Uiera may aleo with to refer to the following
publications which are available on request :

Blrthi (3301.0)

Mirriaiges(33O6.O)

ftojeettons of the Population of Australia (3204.0)

Proiections of the Slates and Territories of Australia 
(3214.0)

Fertility of Australian Marriages (ABS Research 
Paper; R Series, Demog. 2)

13. All current publicationa produced by the ABS
are liated in Catalogue of Publicationi (1101.0) which is 
available free of charge from any ABS office.

Imputation
9. The question on the number of expected 
children was expressed to allow the anawen ‘one or 
two’, ‘two or thtee‘ etc. The statistics shown in this 
publication have these cases evenly aUocated to the two 
numbers involved m each case. The original values, 
however, have been retained on record and tabulations 
can be made on either basis.

Uema of Wommtiao
10. Itema tabulated in this publication include 
cunent age and age at first marriage, birthplace, marital 
status, yean since fint marriage, number of children 
alreaify bora (live-bom children bom to the women).

Symbols and other uaages
.. not applicable
* subject to sampling variability too high for 

moat practical purpoaes. Set technicri note, 
page 19.

14. Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies 
may occur between turns of the component items arid 
totals.



TABLE 1. AVERAGE NUMBER OF CMLDREN ALKEAOY BOMN TO ANO EXTBCTED TO BE BORN TO MABIUED WOMEN 
AGED 15 TO >9 YEAR! (a): BY VARIOUS CaARACTERUmCS, NOVEMBER 1976 AND JUNE 1979

hhrritd women fWOj Avtngt ttunthtr ofMUrtn

Aln^bon Bxptcfd Tout

Ouncttrtttia of womm fio». 1976 Jiintl979 No». 1976 . M1979 No». 1976 JWU1979 No». 1976 June 1979

A|b group - 
15-19 
20*24 
25-29 
30*34 
35-39

4ao
307.8
429.7
394.4
348.3

26.5
254.4
403.8
421.0
350.3

as 
as 
1.7 
X4 
2.8

as 
as
1.6
X3
X7

13 
1.S 
a? 
a2

xo 
1.7 
as 
a2 
ai

X3 
2.3
2.4 
X6 
L9

23
X4
14
X5
2.7

Birthptece - 
Australia 
Overseas

1,121.6
3983

1,077.6
378.4

1.9
1.9>

1.9
1.9

0.6
03

Q.1
0.6

2.6
2.5

2.S
2.4

State or Territory — 
New South Wales 
Victoria
Queensland
South Australia 
Western Australia
Ibsmania 
Northern Territory 
Australian Capital Territory

523.3
403.0
226,9
144.1
136.1
46.0
1X6
2X2

501.0
379.7
226.0
135.0 
13X4
43.9
11.2
26.7

1.9
1.5 
xo
1.8
1.9
XI
2.2
1.7

13
1.9 
xo

1.9 
xo 
X2
1.9

a6 
0.6 
a6 
0.6 
03 
as 
03 
a7

0.6 
0.7 
0.6 
0.6
0.6 
0.6 
ad 
0.6

X5
X5
X6
X4
X5
2.6
X6
X4

XS
XS
X6 
2.4 
X5
X6
X6
X5

Type ofUoaUty - 
Metropolitan (b) 
Non« metropolitan

962.2
557.9

895.3
560.7

1.8
XI

1.8
2.1

0.6
0.6

0.7
0.6

2.5
X7

2.4
X6

labour force statuì - 
In labour force
Not in labour force

731.6
7883

734.1
721.9

1.6
X2

1.6
2.2

0.8
0.5

0.8
03

X4
2.1

2.3
17

Total 1320.2 1,454.0 1.9 1.9 0.6 as 2.5 23

(a) Exdudes women who did not know their birth expectations and women who were expecting mors children but were uncertain of the 
number. November 1976 flgurei indude women who described their marital status as 'separated*, (b) Comprisas the six Slate capital cities 
(SlatMIcd DMaiona).
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TABLE X EVBK-MAMUBDW0MBNA<3U>15TO44 YIAKS: BY VAUOUB CMARACnUTICS 
UM 1979
CMwosmbO

JMvfM wmrot

ChmefeMc* o/Momm Miihiiflw« XeinifrM

uMnuarf 
antf 

dboneerf

Totti, 

ourrtoi

Age roup- 
15-19 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
4X44

27.6
266.7
418.6 
42X6
336.3 
29a7

5.9 
234 
3a2 
3B.1 
2X2

27.6
27X6
44X3
45X8
364.3
31X9

1X6 
41.1 
4X0 
334 
4X1

28J 
291.2 
483.4 
49S.8 
397.8 
3S7J>

Chfldren already bon - 
0

2
3

m more

30X4 
26X0 
605.7 
367.1
22X3

134
24.0
31.0
23.9
21.7

32X0 
28X9 
63X7 
391.0 
24X0

2X9
37.0
57.4 
3X2
27.6

344.9
324J>
694.1
421.2
269.6

Country of Urth - 
Australb
Unibd Kingdom and 
babnd

Jtdy
Greece
Yugubvb 
Other Europe 
Other
Total, overseaa-bom

l»28a4

159.9
5X3
41.5
31.7
8X3

11X4
48X1

7S.9

1S.1

X4
7.3
6.9

35.3

13^9.2 13M 1.497.6

17X0 
5X9 
41.5 
34.0 
89.6

12X4 
517.4

1X8
X5

X5
7.6

3X8

19X8
5X4
4X4
35.6
9X0

127.9
55X1

State or Teiritoiy - 
New South Wabi 
V^orb 
Queenahnd 
South Auitralb 
Western Australb 
Tasnumb
Northern Tenitory 
Australian Chpital Tefrilory

60X8 
47X4 
26X6 
16X1
13X2 

51.8 
1X8 
314

41.3
27.6
17.6
10.2
11.0
X9

L2

64X2 
504.0 
284.3 
17X3
167.1 
5X7 
1X1
34.0

644

2X4 
2X1
1X0

5.2

X2

71X6 
545.6 
307.7 
19X4 
185.1

59.8 
15.2 
37.2

Type of locality- 
MetropoUtan (a) 
NoihmetropoUtan

1.0«9J 73J 
4Q.6

1.16X3
71X3

11X1 
S9.0

1.281.4
77X3

Labour focoe italiu - 
la labout force 
Not in bbottr force

904.9 6X2
51.9

967.1 
909J

100.8 
7X3

1.068.0
98S.8

Tomi 1,762J 114.1 137M 177.1 24tf3.7

(a) CoavriMt «be ate SMe capital cMae (Slatietleal DbWcae).
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TABLE 3. BVER-MARRIBD WOMEN AGED U TO 44 YEARS: BY AGE, MARITAL STATUS AND 
NUMBER OP CHLORBN ALREADY BORN, JUNE 1979

Htoimn mAow cMdnn tirtady bom ruimband -

Arroop Nona Ona Two Tbrtt
f’ÛOQatoman}

Fo»or tnoaa
Ttoief 

atotaan

Ayamtf nambar 
ofcMIdran 

diwfy bom

Menied once -
15-19
2024
25-29
3034
35-39
4044

16.3 
134.4

94,6 
3X0 
14J
14.5

9.5
67.5
89.7
50.7
25.7
20.0

515
155.4
185.1
128.7
811

9.4
615

109.1
96.8
89.2

19
16.4
45.7
70.5
84.8

21.6
266.1
418.6
4216
336.3
29a7

0.5
0.8
1.6
13
2.6
2.9

ToNli 306.4 26M 603.7 367.1 230.3 ¡,762.5 ZO

Remarried - 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
4044

4.3
19
16

7.1
6.9

3.6

6.4
8.5
6.1
8.3

4.6

7.5
8.6

23.8
30.2
28.1
26.2

1.7
12
17
2.8

Tbrof fa/ 135 24.0 31.0 23.9 21.7 114.1 Z3

Separated, widowed end divorced -
2024
25-29
3034
35-39
4044

6.1
9.2
5.0
14

1.0
1&3
8.4
5.2
5.3

4.1
16.1
15.0
10.3
11.8

3.9
8.3
8.0
8.7

6.3
1.6

110

18.6
41.1
43.0
33.5
40.1

1.1

1.2
1.6
1.9

Total fa/ 24.9 37.0 57.4 30.2 27.6 177.1 2.1

Total^ver-marrted -
15-19
2024
25-29
3034
35-39
4044

16.3 
1414 
108.1
39.9 
19.6
18.5

10.3
76.3

107.1
66.0
35.3
29.0

58.4
177.9
208.5
145.1
1013

11.0
71.0

125.0
1113
101.8

3.0
19.2
56.3
85.5

105.5

28.5
291.2
483.4
495.8
397.8
357.0

0.5 
0.8 
1.6
12 
16
2.9

Tottrt 344.9 324.0 094.1 421.2 209.0 3,05X7 2.1

(•) C'lmprbM iH a|e froups 1S to 44. A8 flfum in (he fiw>year groupe not ehown eeperatcly ere eubject to eampling veriebiUty (oo hi^ 
for noet precticel ueee.
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TABLE 4. EVER-MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15 TO 44 YEARS : BY AGE, AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE 

AND NUMBER OF CHILDREN ALREADY BORN. JUNE 1979

Aft at 
ftnt 

rmrritge Noiu

15-19 16.3

Womat wimte chtidrtn atnaify bom immbend -

One

10.3

Two Tbmt
Auror 

more
Ibttl 

woman

Aaaaagt number 
ofehOdmn 

aboady bom

fOOO i)foiiun/

WOMEN AGED 1S49 YEARS

28.S 0.S

WOMEN AGED 20-24 YEARS

15-19 
20-24

48.5
93.9

46.6
29.7

50.6
7.8

10.0 3.0 158.8
132.4

1.2
0.4

Totti 142.4 76.3 58.4 li.O 3.0 29L2 0.8

WOMEN AGED 2$-29 YEARS

15-19 
20-24
25-29

11.1 
75.6
21.4

26.1
71.5

9.4

90.1
84.8

3.1

44.8
25.5

14.8 187.0
261.4

35.0

2.2
1.3
0.6

Total 1081 107.1 177.9 7L0 19.2 483.4 /.6

WOMEN AGED 30-34 YEARS

15-19 
20-24
25-29 
30-34

3.7
20.8
11.2
4.2

11.5
33.6
19.4

53.2
134.4

19.9

53.0
66.8

5.0

30.4
23.9

151.9
279.4

57.5
7.0

2.7
2.2

0.6

Total 39.9 66.0 208.5 1250 56.3 495.8 2.2

WOMEN AGED 35-39 YEARS

15-19
20-24
25-29
30-34
35-39

3.2
8.7
4.3

6.8
16.8 
8.7
2.6

34.7
83.5
22.7
3.9

33.7
68.1
10.1

43.2
37.4

4.9

121.6
214.5 *
50.8

8.7
2.3

3.1 
2.6
2.1
1.3 
0.6

Ttoal 19.6 35.3 145.1 II2.3 85.5 2.6

WOMEN AGED 4044 YEARS

15-19 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39

2.8
6.3
3.5
3.6

14.8
5.6
2,3

22.7
58.6
16.0

n.\
61.0
11.9

43.1
54.4
6.9

101.6
195.2
43.9
12.7
3.4

3.4
2.9
2.3

0,7

Total fa) 185 29.0 102.3 101.8 105.5 357.0 2.9

TOTAL. EVER-MARRIED WOMEN

15-19 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39

85.8
205.3
40.4

9.6
3.6

107.1
166.4
43.1

6.4

253.1
369.2
61.7

9.3

168.7
222.3
27.6
13

134.5
119.8

14.2

749.2
1.083.0

187.1
28.4

5.7

2.3
2.0
1.7
1.3
0.7

Totti (a) 344.9 *1244) 694,1 42tJ 269.6 2A)S3.7

(a) Conpriaes all age groufM 1S to 44. All figaree 
practical uaoa.

the 40-44 a|e («t marrisie) group are wbiect to umpiing variability too high for moat
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TABLES. AVERAGE NUMBER OP CHILDREN ALREADY BORN OF EVER-MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15 TO 44 YEARS : 
BY VARIOUS CHARACTERISTICS, JUNE 1979

Avwge number of children already bom of women -

Ch^cteritrta of women Married once Re-mairled
Total 

married

Separated, 
widowed 

and divorced

Total, 
ever* 

married

Ase group - 
15*19 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-44

0.S
0.8
1.6
2.3
2.6
2.9

1.7
2.2
2.7
2.8

0.5
0.8
1.6
2.2
2.7
2.9

1.5
2.2
2.6
2.9

0.5
0.8
1.6
2.2 
X6
X9

Country of birth — 
Australia
United Kingdom and
Ireland

Italy
Greece
Yugoslavia
Other Europe
Other
Total, overseaa-born

2.0 2.4 2.1 2.2 2.1

2.1
2.3 
XO
2.1
XI
1.8 
XO

2.1
1.0

1.9
2.0
2.0

2.1
2.3
2.0
2.1
XI

2.0

1.9
2.4
1.9

1.8

2.1
2.3
2.0
2.0 
XI
1.8 
XO

Slate or Territory - 
New South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania
Northern Territory 
Australian Capital Tenitory

2.0
2.1
2.2

2.1
2.1
2.1
2.0

2.2
2.1
2.6
2.3
2.4
2.2

2.4

2.0
2.1
2.2
1.9
2.1
2.2
2.2
2.0

2.0
2.2
2.2
2.0
2.3
2.6

2.0

2.0
2.1
2.2
1.9
2.1
2.2
2.1
2.0

Type of locality — 
Metropolitan (a) 
Non-met ropoU tan

1.9
2.2

2.1
2.6

1.9
2.2

2.0
2.5

1.9
2.3

labour force status - 
In labour force
Not in labour force

1.8
2.3

2.1
2.6

1.8
2.3

1.8
2.6

1.8
2.4

Total 2.0 2.3 2.0 2.1 2.1

(a) Compriaea the six State capital cities (Statistical Divisions).
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TABLE 6. MARRIED WOMEN AGEO 15 TO 44 YRARB : BY AGE» NUMBER OP CHILDREN ALREADY BORN 
AN) EXPBCTBD, 3UNE1979

Mnimr w*o«r eMMrai alntfty bom latmbtml -

4g» 
^taqf Nom (Me TOO Tbroi

Ffmr 
crmora

FMaf 
Moaian

Aamtgr numbar 
ofchUdran 

dadybon

COOOwotom)

EXreCT NO MORE CHILDREN

20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
4044

9.4 
14.2 
16.9 
114 
16.1

6.0 
15.8 
24J 
23.5 
217

30.8 
107.1 
159.9 
127.1

89.4

6.5 
54.9 
99.9 
99.9 
910

14 
13.7 
45.5
714 
91.6

55.1 
205.7 
346.7 
335.3 
311.9

2.2
2.4
2.7
2.9

Tbalfo/ 69.3 93.2 5Ì5.2 353.2 225.6 I,2S6.S

EXFGCT ONE (ADDITIONAL) CHILD

15-19 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39

4.5

3.4

4.4
30.9
46.4
19.6
34

lao 
26.6 
15.5

3.5
8.7

5.8
46.9
85.3
48.8
10.9

1.0 
1.2 
IJ

2.1

Tottìfoi ¡24 ¡04.8 56.2 19.6 56 ¡98.6

TWO (ADDITIONAL) CHILDREN

15-19 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39

8.9
71.6
55.8
10.1

18.7
21.8

7.5

7.3
10.4
3.6

11.1
98.2
89.6
23.0

3.6

0.2 
04
0.5 
0.9 
0.8

Total faf ¡48.2 51.2 22.3 2.4 225.8 0.5

EXPECT THREE (ADDITIONAL) CHILDREN

15-19
20-24 
25-29

318 
11.1

7.8
6.2

5.4
40.9
18.4

0.2 
0.2
0.5

Total (a/ 49.¡ ¡5.7 67.0 0.5

Exrtcr FOUR or more (additional) children

15-19
20-24
25-29

11.7
4.5

2.4
13.3
4.8

0.2
0.1
0.1

Total (af l&l 2.7 21.1 0.2

EXTECT MORE CHILDREN BUT UNCERTAIN OF NUMBER

20*24 
25>29

18 5.1 
24

0.6
1.1

Total faf 29 9.2 0.9

mECTkTlOm UNKNOWN

20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-H

3.5
9.0
3.3

16 
6.1 
5.0

5.7
16.0
14.0

3.7
6.2
2.6

13.1
35.9
30.7
13.9
4.0

1.5
2.0
2.6
18

Total (a/ ¡8.6 ¡6.5 40.5 ¡4.6 8.4 98.6 1.8

mkU MARRIED WOMEN

15-19 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
4044

16.3 
136.3
98.9
35.0
17.2
16.4

94 
69.3 
96.8 
574 
30.1 
234

54.3 
161.8 
193.5 
134.8
904

9.8
67.1 

116.7 
104.3
93.1

19 
17.7 
50.1 
77.9 
93.4

27.6 
2716 
4413 
4518 
364.3 
316.9

0.5
0.8
1.6
12
2.7
2.9

ToM 3305) 381.9 834.7 3915) 2410 2.0

(a) Coayibw Ml agi IS to 44. Al flgar« tai the<lw*y«r ••• »mr mH show«••RratMy ar« whHct to 
Iw aMM paetiaM aMa.

vartoMUty too Ugh
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TABLE 7. MAERIED WOMEN AGED 15 TO 44 YEARS (a): EXTECTED NIMBR OP CWLDREN 
IN COMPtriED PAMLY BY VABIOUB OIAIIACIUUSTKS, JUNE 1979

ft'iwROT wAoar txptcted computed ftmty mimben »

C^ettritrtct of womtn One Two Three

Amutg* 
expectod 

tomptdM

fWOwomenf
fhMtrormore Tdteiwomen /¡mt^eigo

Ape group- 
15*19 
20*24 
25*29 
30*34 
35*39 
40*44

9.4 
14.2 
16.9 
1X4 
16.2

104
11.9
27.9
24.2
22.7

14.1 
133.3 
209.3 
1894 
132.4
89.5

6.8 
67.9

114.3 
124.1 
1044
9X2

3.8 
33.3 
47.1 
6X6 
77.0 
92.3

26.5 
254.4 
403.8 
421.0 
350.3 
31X9

2.5 
24
X4 
2.5
X7 
X9

Yean dnee flrat marriage - 
Under 2 
2 to teas ttan 5 
5 to ten than 10 
10 to leasthan 15 
15 or more

8.0
13.1
19.0
15.3
14.0

6J 
114 
27.9 
2X3 
354

77.1 
1211 
231.7 
170.6 
166.0

33.1
57.3

1244
123.7
171.2

15.0
26.0
5X0
61.2

161.8

140.0
231.0
455.0
394.1
541.8

X3 
2.3 
X4
2.6 
XO

Country of bvth ~ 
Australia
Untted Kingdom and Ireland 
Italy
Greece
Yucoabvb
Other Europe 
Other 
Total, ovenau bom

49.8
7.9

3.2
6.5

19.5

68.6 
11.6
X4 
34 
44 
54 
94 

37.1

547.2 
78.7 
20.6
19.2 
14.4
40.8 
47.3

221.0

38X5
45.3
14.3
13.3
7.3

20.6
26.3

127.2

243.8 
26.0
9.3 
2.5
2.8

13.7
18.0 
7X3

1.291.8
169.4

38.9
29.4
83.7

107.9
477.0

X6
2.5
2.6
2.4
2.3
2.5
2.5
2.5

State or Tenitory - 
New South Wales 
Victoria 
Queendand 
South Auitmlia 
Western Auitialia 
Tamania 
Northern Tenitory 
Australian Capital Tenitory

26.4
16.7
9.8
64
7.2

404 
23.9 
17.7
11.0 
6.3 
3.1

2.3

271.9
200.6
105.3
78.9
72.0
20.4
4.9

170.9
139.1
81.2
43.0
44.5
17.3

9J

10X4
87.0 
57.7
22.7
29.3
9.5 
X4
5.2

612.0 
467.4
271.8 
1610
159.4 
51.9 
117
31.7

2.5 
2.6 
2.7 
2.4
2.6 
X7 
2.6 
2.6

Type of locality - 
Metropolitan (b) 
Non-metrotwUtan

45.6
23.7

72.1 
33.6

504.0
264.2

302.0
207.7

170.1
146.0

1,093.8
675.1

2.5
2.7

Labour fotee status -

Mm In labour force
50.8
18.5

664
39.^

425,9 
3<W

24<4
26M

127.7
1883

915:e^
85>i9^

2^' 
2^

Total 694 105^ 7664 50fi7 316a 1,761.9 2i<6>^

WW" '•ho »".»«ipeclln, nio.^ .hildren bu.Utt unceilaiil ftr the 
six Slate capital cities (Statistical Dmsions).

.4

r>»al

h.
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TAS1JI8. AVERAGE NUMBEROPCULMENALREADY BORN TO ANDEXPEC1CD
TO N BORN TO MARRKD WOMEN AGBD15 TO 44 YRARE (B): BY AGB OP WOMEN ANI> YEAR8 BNCE FIRST 

MARRIAa,raNK 1079

y4iwif< munHr ptr iwimrfti/ war ?«! -

Atttyotip
Mmviadwomm

•000 Already bont Expeettd Tbt^

LESSTHAW2 YEAMMHCE ORST MARMAGE

15*19
20*24
25*29
30*34
Tblotfb/

214
818
284
44

140.0

0.3
0.2
0.3

0.2

12
12
14
14
2.1

15 
2.4
11
1.7
Z3

2 TO UNDER S YEARS SINCE FIRST MARRIAGE

15*19 
20*24
25-29 
30*34
35-39
Tomt(b/

124.6
79.7
174
34

230.9

1.1 
04 
0.7 
1.1
1.2 
0.8

14
14

1.0

16 
15
2.2 
2.0
14
2J

5 TO UNDER 10 YEARS SINCE FIRST MARRIAGE

2A24 
25-29 
30*34 
35-39 
4044
Total (b)

46.0 
257.6 
127.4
218

45S.0

1.8 
1.9
1.8 
0.9
1.8

A8 
A6
04
A3

0.6

15 
15 
2.3 
12 
0.9
2.4

^.6

10 YEARS AND OVER SINCE FIRST MARRIAGE

2S-29 
30*34 
35*39 
4044
Tomtfb/

434) 
271.9 
3212 
305.9
943.0

16 
2.5 
2.2 
3.0
2.8

0.2 
Al

a/

2.8 
16 
2.8
3.0
2.8

TOTAL, MARRIED VOMEN

15-19 
20*24 
25-29 
30*34 
35*39 
4044
Totti

26J 
2544 
4018 
421.0 
35A3 
3119

1,768.9

A5 
0.8 
1.6 
13 
2.2 
2.9
XI

24)

AS
A2 
Al

<LS

15 
24
24
24
17
2.9
24

(•) Exdtt<ln woMM wIm did sot know tMr birth tipoetatioM and woaon wrho woio oxpoctlai non eUldreai but woto «ucortabi at the
MMbar. (b) Coanprim Ml apo iroopa IS to 44. AB flgoNo la th* flvo-yatr ago 
too Mgh for moot fnoetleal noon.

roupo not dowa aaparataly aro oubjoet to impliMg orbWhy

TAM£9. AVERAGE NUMBER OF CHILDREN AU1EAOY BORN TO ANDEXKCrBD 
TO BE BORN TO MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15 TO 44 YEARS (•> : BY AGE AND BIRTHFLACB OF WOMEN, 

JUNE 1979

Aitangt munb» of ebOám par tmvriad woman -

Afe^otip
Marrtodwoaim

•000 Bxpoet^ Totot

BORN IN AUSTRAUA

15*19 
20*24 
25*29 
30*34 
35*39 
4044
7M

20.6 
2012 
3105 
2944) 
244.3 
2113

04 
0.8 
14 
13 
2.7 
3.1
2J

11

04 
0.2 
(b)

Rd

24
2.4
24
16
2.8
3.1
16

WOMEN BORN IN UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND

15*19 
20*24 
25*29 
30*34 
35-39 
4044
2M

15.1 
314 
417 
384 
374

1Ó9A

0.8

11
16
18

17

1.5 
A9 
A2

A4

11 
13 
13 
13 
2.7 
2.8
2.3
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TA8LE9. AVERAGE NUMBER or OULMIBN ALREADY BORN TO AND EXPECTED 
TO BE BORN TO MARRIED WOMEN AGED IS TO 44 YEARS (a) : BY AGE AND BIRTHPLACE OF WOMEN, 

JUNE 1979 • ow/Mwif

dtdm ptr tnarrM wohmr -

>4fpr«>«<p
jMtarrMwomea

•000 TbttiEJtfitetfd

WOMEN BORN IN ITALY

20-24 
25*29 
30-34
35*39 
4044

3.7 
7.0

11.1 
117 
I3X)

1.0
2.0
2.3 
tl
15

1.6 
as 
as

2.6
2.8 
X6
2.8

Total fc) 47.9 13 0.3 2.6

WOMEN BORN IN GREECE

2024 
25-29 
3034 
35*39 
4044

35
5.2

104
9.0

10.0

IJ 
11 
11 
12 
12

M 
as 
a3

2.4
2.8
X4
2.2
2.2

Total (c) 3M 2.0 0.3

WOMEN BORN IN YUGOSUVIA

20-24 
25*29 
30-34 
35*39 
4044

3.8
5.5
5.3
6.9
7.6

u 
2.0 
11 
12 
13

0.9 
0.5

2.2
2.4
2.2
2.2
2.3

Total fc/ 29.4 2.0 0.3

WOMEN BORN IN OTHER EUROPEAN COUNTRIES

2024 
25-29 
3034 
35*39 
4044

7.9
13.3
26.9
18.7
16.6

0.7
1.6
12
2.6
15

1.7 
0.8 
as

2.3
2.4
2.4
2.1
2.5

Total (c/ 837 2.1 &4

WOMEN BORN ELSEWHERE

lS-19 
20*24 
2S-29 
30*34 
35*39 
4044

14 
112 
30.0 
29.5 
19.9 
13.9

0.8 
1.4
1.9 
2.2
2J

1.9 
14
14 
05 
0.1

2.5
2.6
2.4
2.4
2.4
2.8

Total 107.9 1.9 07 2.S

TOTAL, OVEUEASBORN WOMEN

15*19 
20*M 
25-29 
30-34 
35*39 
4044

5.8
46.2
93.3

127.0
106.0
98.6

OJ 
0.9 
ij 
11 
2J 
16

10 
1.6 
a9 
as 
0.1

2.4
14
2.4
2.4
16
2.6

Total 477.0 2.0 0.4 2.5

TOTAL, MARRIED WOMEN

ÌS-19 
2024 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
4044

263 
2544 
403.8 
421.0 
3503 
3119

(L5 
OJ
1.6 
13
17
19

10 
1.7 
04 
a2 
0.1

X4
2.4
2.5
2.7 
X9

ToM 2.1 OSl,7tt.9

<•> EvMiBdM wiMM who dM Mt kaow Wrtfi asHetatb?<* aa4 woana who ware axpoetlac aioro chSdiM hut wwra iiactrtBia at tha 
<W) UatlMa a08.te)CoiiV«laoa aS m* Stottpa H 44. AU flfaraa ia the ftva-y«ar a|t »Sowa Mparataly an tuNoet to

taasMBS wrMttly too kl^ fw aeat yrocttcal aaaa.
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TABLB 10 AVBBAOi NUMB <3P OBUMBN AUBADY BOBM TO AND BIOBCIID 
TO BB BORN TO MABBBOWOiSBN AOD IS TO44 YIAM t BY AOB OF WOMSN.

ITATBS AI«DTIBRITOBn»l(MB 1979

^roMF
Mirrterf womm 

DM SxfKNi TMtl

wEwiovmwAm

13*19 
3034 
33*39
3034 
33*39 
4044

9.6
S34 

137.1 
144.7 
124.3 
1114

04 
04

2.2
24
2.7

09 
03
O1

34
14
14
13
16
3.7

TMtl 6JZO 2.9 Oi5 25

VKTOIUA

13*19 
3034 
33*39 
3034 
33*39 
4044

6.4 
619 

106.9 
1103 
913 
S7.6

04 
04 
14 
X3 
X7
34

09 
03
O1

16
13
14
13
17
34

TMl 497,4 2.5 9.9 2.6

QumaiJMD

13*19 
3034 
33*39
3034 
33*39 
4044

4.3 
402
612 
66.7 
SU
43.8

OS 
14 
24
X9 
3.2

X3

OS
02
O1

3.7
13
14
16
3.9

Tbttf 27U 95 27

1H9 
lS-19 
3034 
33*39 
30*34 
33*39 
4044

16
16

36.3 
36J
374
31.4 
274

sowHAummJA

04

XI
24
24

5920 1.9

WKSnMMimAUh

XO

07
02

95

14
13
13 
3J
29
11

24

13*19 
3034 
33*39 
3034 
33*39 
4044

14 
244 
36.2 
3S.1 
31.3 
264

04
04

X3
2.7
34

14
9.7 
02 
O1

14
14
14
13
11
34

TotBl 159.4 2.1 95

TAIMANU

13-19 
2034 
33-39
3034 
33-39 
4044

07
13

114
11.9
104

1.6

1.0 
1.7 
XS 
2.7 
34

XO 
14 
07 
02

13
13
14
17 
U
34

SIJ 2:2 OS 27
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TAU» AVmaNUMUOPCHUBmAIABAWMMMTOANOnncnD 
TO * MMM TO HUU WQMM AO» 15 TO44 VIAM 001 mr AA OP WOIflN, 

fTATV AmTnHnNUBI,M]Nll*79«Mif5uMrt

JMariirt ombmb
*050 Asm TMtl

NormcaN TmnoRY

»24 
2549 
»24 
»29 
4044
ntÊifH

14
17
16
24
1.5

¡2.7

1.2 
24 
24
17 
11
Í3

0.1

ft4

24 
24 
2.5
2.7 
11
U

AUSTBAUAN CAFTTAL TOWTORY

»24 
2549 
»24 
»29 
4(H4
TM/»;

17
54
5.0
6.2
5.0

3¡.7

0.5 
1.6
12 
17
19
1/

14 
0.2 
02

AJ

16 
14
16 
2.7 
2.9
U

AWntAUA

15*19 
»24 
»29 
»24 
»29 
4044
Ihtal

26.5 
254.4 
4015 
4214 
350.3 
3119

h»5.9

04 
0.5 
14 
13 
2,7 
2.9
11

2X)

0.5
0.2
0.1

15 
14
14
15 
17 
2.9

OS
<■) taMw «««M who 4M MC taow thefe Mrth ospMtotlooo «ad womb who wm oipooliBg bim fhhéwo hol won oofMohi oTlho 

BooMn. (h) ConRiM «B ofo l S lo 44. Al flaano ta Iho U-l*«a»*oopMOoMNlloMflifBBSv«tahMlylooM|hlhraMOlRO«ltoil

U

TAU II. AVBKAANinUtOPCUJNaNAlAlÄOVBOBNTOANOnnCI»  
T0KM»NT0MABIUIDW0iaNAiGn>l51O44YBAM(h):BTAa0P WOMWANDTmOPUDCAUrV, 

5tJMB1979

Aiw^rrNMNkro/cMb^^MirvMwpNMi - 

BNNava 
•000 4*oa<^*0rti

MEntoootnrANM)

IM» 
»24 
2549 
»24 
»29 
4044
VW

16.5 
151.2 
2514 
260.5
215.1 
195.5

1,093.8

0.3 
0.7 
1.5 
II 
15 
15
1.9

II 
1.7
0.9 
0.3 
0.1

Ci6

IS 
14 
2A 
14 
14 
11
ÎS

NOlHIETKOFOUrAN

15*19 
2024

»24 
»29 
4044
YM

10.0 
102.2 
1512 
140.2 
125.2 
114.4
67S.Í

04
14
1.5 
2$
15
3.2
23

1.9 
1.5 
0.7 
0.2 
(e)

AS

15
15
15
17
19
3.2
27

TmM^ÎM.KSEDVaifBH

15*19 
»24 
»29 
»24 
»29 
4044

2544 
4024 
4214 
250.2 
2119

0.5 
05
14
2.Í

19
II

10
1.7 
0.5 
0.2
0.1

OJ

15 
14 
14
15 
2.7 
2.9
24

0) titaoin WOMB who 4H BOI haow Ihtar Mrth oxRclatloao aa4 wdbmb who wm oxpocltag amo chMna hol wm oaearlata oTlho 
BBaOor. (h) ChnRhao Morts Mata «ofllrt <Mm (Maltaltert DMrtoao). (e) Um Mmb «AS.
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TABUll mMAIOAVaUhOBMIMMROFCHUBUIALMOrBIMNTOAMlBRncnD 
TO H BORN TO MAUUD WOMB« 4» 15 TO44 YIAM «0) mr AflB AND LABOUR FOKS mm

OBWOMBLWBBIFT9

XftFM*
MvrMwmNm 

WO 4*M<r**K Yblif

WOMEN IN m LAIOUR FORCE

1M9 
ao-34 
25-29 
90-34 
95-39 
4044

1S.7 
147.2 
1174 
191.3 
1913 
1M.9

04

10
15
10

Totti 91S.0

13
1.9

0.2
0.1

Atf

15
13
12 
2.3
15
10

0/amiwrwrHiUM^njp^t

15-19 
20-24 
25-29
90-34 
95-39 
4044

lai
107.2
214.2
229.7
157.9
1310

04
1.3
2.0
14
2.0
3.2

14

04
04
0.1

15 
1«
24
17 
19
3J

Totti 8S3.9 2.4 0.4 19

15-19 
20-24 
25-29
90-34 
35-39 
4044

34S 
2S4.4 
403.8
421.0 
350.3 
3119

0.5 
0.0
14 
2.3
2.7
2.9

10 
i.l
04
0.2 
0.1

IS
14
2.4
15
17
2.9

Ml IJM.» 11 •J 10

•mAUWMStoomm

<•) BuMa* no— who 4U ool kaow their hMh oifMlaltaM m4 woomb who won ospooNog OMn chMroo hot won oooMtota of the 
■OMhw.
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TABU 11 UARRHD WOMEN AGED 15 TO 44 YEARS Wmi ONE OR MORE OHLDREN: 
RY AGE AND INTERVA13 BETWEEN BOtTHB, JUNE 1979

AiMrMf

Attgnup
¿emrAen
lyttrM

1102 
yttn

2to3 
jutn 

COOOtiotitttl

3to4 
yttn or Mart

Amr«». 
SiMrMi

fmotOuf

INTERVAL BETWEEN FPOT MAKMAOE AWP FIKST >«1« (b)

WooMB wRh one or more 
ohfldim

15-19 
2024 
25-29 
3034 
35-39
4044

7.2
45.6
93.6

109.7
102.4
91.1

16
39.7
823

104.4
109.3
1023

20.9
54.9
70.3
517
43.9

9.3 
393
44.1
32.7
233

5.3
51.3
71.4
43.9
343

103 
120.7 
324.1 
4013
341.0 
2!94.9

93
18.4
26.4
28.5
2S.7
24.8

TbW ■ 441.0 i44.9 ¡SO. 4 204.S 1,4913 23.8

INTBEVAI. BETWEEN FIRST AND SECOND CHILD

Women wBh two or more 
chldrea

2024 
25-29
3034 
35-39
4044

19
6.9
8.3

10.0
7.0

219 
S4.I

1214 
1212 
114.9

200 
893

1217 
100.0 
83.3

8.3
37.8
47.7
39.2
31.8

43
293
533
453
393

44.9 
2463 
340.2 
317.1 
274.9

28.3
31.2
32.0
32.5
32.2

34.9 499.9 413.3 143. t 194.3 1,249.9 31.8

lNrER>^BEIWEEN SECOND AND THIBD CHILD

Wornn wkh three or nore 
ddUren

20-24 
25-29 
30-34
35-39
4044

5.2
7.8
7.7

S3 
26.1 
48.3 
SIS 
42.2

3.9
35.S
41.9
463
45.9

15.2
29.1
273
233

15.8
44.1
47.5
47.2

123
84.8

144.7
182.2
184.5

23.5
34.4
3S.7
39.4
39.4

Totti (c) 23.0 194.4 143.9 94.9 1330 433.0 30.3

INTERVAL BETWEEN THIRD AND FOURTH CHILD

Wmmb wBh four or note 
chidien

25-29 
3034
35-39 
4044

14
17
15

S3 
209 
215 
33.0

4.1
13.3
114
21.9

44
133
11.2

73
20.7
243

n.9
50.1
77.9
933

29.9 
303 
39.7 
40.2

TW(e) 9J 154 SS.7 333 943 3433 373

***^ **<*?yy*^OJ BKdnSm women with one or mom NiSrtmn bom Rier to the dele of flnt
?hyilw\ujrtHililr^iy ****** **** *** * ** **• Owreere— ommmo oot ahowe e»R«tily — wAjaer ta ———ri.»aiwy
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TABLE 14. MARRlEDW<N«AGEDlSTO44YEAMWrmONEORMORECHlLDRENCi): 
BY A<3B AT FIRIT MABBIAGB, BIBWLACE AND DmRVAL BEIWEEN FIRBT MARRIAGE AND PIRIT BIRTH, 

raNE1979

/b^ tnarrhtgt
iaatthort 

1 yaor

liiiirMi betitetn marrtagt énd flnt birth -

1 to 2 
ya^

2lo3 
yaan

COOO taoman)

3to4 
yaart ormort Tota

4v«fW|« 
btlaraal 

(moHthat

AUSTRALIAW-BORN WOMEN

15-19 
20-24
25-29
30-34

177.1
125.9
17.8

114.6
161.7
23.9

3.5

50.5
105.0
18.0

27.4
73.1
9.4

40.2
99.7
11.5

409.9
565.5

80.6
84

20.5
29.5
28.0
23.9

Total (b) 323.0 303.9 173.4 110.5 152.2 1.065.0 25.9

OVERSEAS-BORN WOMEN

15-19
20-24
25-29
30-34

51.7
59.2
12.8
2.4

52.3
66.2
16.0

23.9
36.3

7.9

10.9
21.9
6.9

17.9
31.8
4.0

156.6
215.5
47.6

6.8

23.7
27.5
24.2
21.3

Total (bl 126.3 137.1 69.3 40.0 34.3 427.4 25.6

TOTAL, MARRIED WOMEN

15-19
20-24 
25-29
30-34

228.8
185.2
30.6
4.3

166.9
227.9
39.8

5.7

74.4
141.3
25.9

3.0

38.3
95.0
16.2

58.1
131.6

15.5

566.5
781.0
128.1

15.3

21.4
28.9
26.6
22.8

Tbtal 449.5 4414 244.9 1504 20M M92J 254

(a) ExdudM womn with on* or mora chBdran bora prior to tha data of drat marrtava. (b) Compriaaa al apt proupa 11 to 44. AU npufoa hi 
thaViva-yaar aga proupa not ahown Mparataly ara aubjact to aampUnp variablity too htpb for moat practical uaaa.
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TABLE 15. ONCE4(ARRBD WOMEN AGED 15 TO 44 YEARS WRH NO CHILDREN (a) : BY AGE 
AND EXFBCTED INTERVAL MIWEEN MARRIAGE AND FIRST BnUH. lUNE 1979

Affgrottp
LaaatOan 

¡yen

Exptettd btttnal bitwm iwriift md flnt bMi -

ito2 
yton

2a>3

15-19
20-24 
25-29
30-34

1.1
9.4
X6

X4
19.4

7.8

3to4 
yean

fWO women/
4.3

2X6
8.7

ToM(e) 17 IM MJ S7.3

4yMrf 
onoon

4.3
59.7
46.5

6.6

IIO

Hot 
iato^

Total
Avongf
Ottonai 

fMoittlta)(bf

6.0
2.6

\SA
121.5 
7X2
13.1

39.7
51.1
64.1
74.8

IO 2MJ S5.9

(a> SidiM« wooMB who an Mt «xpocttaig any chBdiw or who don't know tholr bhth axpoetattoaa. (h> Excindar wo«« who do not know 
thafr axitaetod intarval batwo« nofriafa and flrat birth, (c) Co«pihN aU aea ronpa 1S to 44. All flcwaa to tho 35-3« «d 40-44 a*» ponpa are 
anblaet to ««pitot wrlaMUty too high for moot practical na«.

TABLE 16. MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15 TO 44 YEARS WITH TWO OR MORE CHIUUN to): 
BY SEX OF CmLDRBN AND Bam BJCnCTATIONS, JUNE 1979

CBM womb)

JMifrM IMNMM wlOt 2 dUUmt wcnutt wgh 3 ct »ton ehiïdm

Sex o{dfUm Expecting 
mon

Hot expecting 
mon

Expecting 
mon

HotexpeetOtg 
mon

WOMEN AGED IS TO 24 YEARS

Males 
Fenmln
Male(*) and famaleCs)

5.4 
RO 
5.0

6.8
5.1

19.7 6.4

FoMf I8.S 31.6 2.3 8.8

WOMEN AGED 2S TO 34 YEARS

Matos
Feoatos
Msto(s)8iidfbimto(s)

17.8
16.1
23.1

59.3
58.2

149.5

3.1
3.5

17.3

22.8
21.4

169.7

rottT 57.0 267.0 23.9 214.0

WOMEN AGED 35 TO 44 YEARS

Matos 
Foaatos 
Msto(s)andfeimto(s)

49.3
45.6

121.7 3.1

34.1
33.8

288.0

TbW 276.6 4.3 355.9

WOMEN AGED 15 TO 44 YEARS

Matoa
Faaatos
Mdo(s) and fan«to(s)

25.1
25.3
29.3

115.5
108.9
290.9

4.2
2X2

58.4
56.2

464.1

TMM 79J 515.3 30J 578.7

(jsl Eacttotas wo«m who did not know thdr bbth axpoctattoM ud won« who ware axpocllnt «ore chichan bat ware uncartata ol the 
BWBhor.
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ATTACHMENT 1

TECHNICAL NOIE

Reliability of the csthnatea
Since the estimates in this statement are based on 

a sample, they may differ from the figures that would 
have been obtained from a complete census using the 
same questionnaires and procedures. One measure of the 
likely difference is given by the standard enor, which 
indicates the extent to which an estimate might have 
varied by chance because only a sample, and not the 
whole population, was enumerated. There are about two 
chances in three that a sample estimate will differ by lets 
than one standard error from the figure that would have 
been obtained from a comparable complete 
enumeration, and about nineteen chances in twenty that 
the difference will be less than two standard errors.

Space does not allow for the separate indication 
of the standard enor of all estimates in this publication. 
For this reason a table of standard enors for general 
application to the estimates of numben of ever-married 
women is gjven below. Although these figures will not 
Hve a precise measure of the standard error of a 
particular estimate, they will indicate the order of 
mapiitude. An example of the use of the table is - if the 
estimated number of women obtained from the samite 
for N.S.W. is 10,000 the standard enor is 1,500; this 
means that there are about two chances in three that the 
true figure is within the range 8,500 to 11,500 and 
about nineteen chances in twenty that this figure is 
between 7,000 and 13,000.

Standard enors of estimates of the number of 
children already bom or expected differ from those for 
ever-married women. They are approximately 10 per 
cent and 30 per cent higher respectively. Standard enors 
of estimates of the combined number of children already 
bom plus expected (i.e. completed family size) are about 
the same u those for ever-married women.

Standard enors as a percentage of the estimates 
are shown for Australia in the table below. The 
percentages show that, the smaller the estimate the 
higher is the relative standard error. Small estimates are 
thus subject to such hi^ standard enors (relative to the 
size of the estimate) as to detract seriously from their 
value for moat reasonable uses. In the tables in this 
publication, estimates with relative standard enor 
greater than 30 per cent have not been shown. Although 
flgures for these small components can in some cases be 
derived by subtraction, they should not be regarded as 
reliable.

The reliability of an estimated percentage or rate 
per 1,000 women depends on the reliability of both the 
numerator and denominator used in calculating the 
estimates. In general, any percentage or rate shown in 
this publication will be subject to a per cent standard 
error lower than that for the corresponding estimate 
(numerator).

STANDARD ERRORS OF ESTIMATES

Atatratia

Site of estimate 
(ever-married women) N.S. W. Vic. QU S,A. Tn. N.T. No.

Per cent of 
estimate

700 
800 
900

1,000 
1,250
1300 
1,750
2,000 
2300
3,000 
3,500
4,000 
4300
5,000 
6,000

10,000 
20,000 
50,000

100,000 
200,000 
300,000 
500,000 

1JOO,OOO 
2J00.000 
5.000,000

780 
850 
920
980

1,000 
1,100 
1,200 
1300
2,000 
3,000 
3,900 
5,000
5,800 
6.900
8300 

lOJOO

780 
850 
910 
960 

1,000 
1,100 
1,200 
1,400 
1,900 
2,700 
3300 
4,400 
5 JOO 
5,800 
7,000 
8,400

500 
540 
570 
630 
690 
740 
780 
830
860 
930 

1,200 
1300 
2,200 
2 JOO 
3,600 
4,100 
4J00 
SJOO

340 
31Q 
410 
430 
460 
510 
SSO 
590 
620 
650 
680 
730 
900 

1300 
IJOO 
2.100 
2 JOO 
2J00 
3,300

340 
370 
410 
430 
460
510 
560
590 
630 
660 
690
7S0 
920 

IJOO 
1,700 
2,100 
2,600 
2,900 
3300

220 
230
240 
250 
280
300 
320
340 
380
410 
430 
460
480 
500
530 
640
810 

1,100 
1,300 
1300

380 
410
440
470 
510
550 
590
620 
650
680
740
910

1,200 
1,700

330 
360
390 
420 
440 
4S0 
510 
540 
560 
590 
610 
650 
750 
910 

1,100 
1,300

650 
730 
800 
860 
920 
970

1,000 
1.1Ck> 
1,400 
2,000 
2,900 
3,900 
5,100 
6 JOO 
7,200 
9,100 

IIJOO 
15,000

323 
29.2 
26.7
24.6 
23.0
21.6
20.0 
18.0 
14.0 
10.0
5.8 
3.9 
2.6 
2.0

0.9
0.6
0.3
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ATTACHMENT II

ITEMS OF INFORMATION AND CLASSIRCATIONS

The following items were obtained direct or 
imputed from the survey results. All data are on tape 
and tables can be produced if required. Details of 
imputation methods may also be obtained on request.

AGE OF WOMAN — in completed years at the date of 
the survey (15-44 years).

BIRTHDATE OF WOMAN — month and year of birth.

MARITAL STATUS OF WOMAN — once married, 
re-married, sepauated, widowed and divorced.

COUNTRY OF BIRTH OF WOMAN — approximately 
90 countries, or groups of countries, are identified.

YEAR OF ARRIVAL OF WOMAN IN AUSTRALIA - 
for overseas-born respondents.

EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF WOMAN - employed, 
unemployed, not in the labour force.

HOURS WORKED BY WOMAN - this applies to the 
week preceding the survey and allows identification of 
women working part-time (iaj. less than 35 hours per 
week). The classification is in single houn.

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE OF WOMAN (ages 15 to 20 
only) — date of leaving school (month and year), still 
attending school.

DATE OF FIRST MARRIAGE OF WOMAN - month 
and year.

MONTHS SINCE FIRST MARRIAGE OF WOMAN

AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE OF WOMAN - in 
completed yean.

DATE OF CURRENT MARRIAGE OF REMARRIED 
WOMEN — month and year.

DURATION OF CURRENT MARRIAGE OF WOMAN 
— in months.

NUMBER OF CHILDREN ALREADY BORN - all 
live-bom children bom to the woman.

BIRTHDATES OF CHILDREN - month and year for 
the fust four children and, for women with more than 
four children, the most recent child.

AGE OF YOUNGEST CHILD — in yean and months.

INTERVAL BETWEEN FIRST MARRIAGE AND 
FIRST BIRTH — in months.

BIRTH INTERVALS — in months. Interval from first to 
second, second to third, third to fourth and fourth to 
last; also flnt to last.

SEX OF CHILDREN.

NUMBER OF EXPECTED CHILDREN the
classification used is : none, one, at least one, one or 
two, Iwo, two or three, three, three or four, four, four 
or five, five or more, not stated.

NUMBER OF EXPECTED CHILDREN (ADJUSTED) - 
none, one, two, three, four, five or more. (‘One or two’, 
‘two or three’ etc. were allocated evenly to the two 
numben involved in each case; ’at least one’ and ‘not 
stated’ were allocated proportionately).

EXPECTED INTERVAL FROM DATE OF SURVEY 
TO NEXT (FIRST) CHILD - the classification used is: 
within 12 months, I to less than 2 years, 2 to less than 3 
years, 3 to less than 4 yean, 4 to less than 5 yean, 5 
yean or more, not stated.

EXPECTED INTERVAL BETWEEN FIRST
MARRIAGE AND FIRST EXPECTED BIRTH - in 
months.

EXPECTED INTERVAL BETWEEN LAST AND NEXT 
EXPECTED BIRTH — in months.

EXPECTED COMPLETED FAMILY SIZE - sum of 
live-bom children and expected children.

AGE AT CURRENT MARRIAGE OF WOMAN - in 
completed yean.


