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ZINC.
As a result of the increase in . domemm controUed

AulTplr cení, will be allocated for galvanising
at the rate of 60,000 tons

COMMONWEALTH

department
OF AUSTRALIA.

per annum, 
purposes.

.. Of this amount about 58 per cent .. ", _
doubtful whether the agreed tonnage of anc

. 1 1 i__ ___  /-l/ylarmonr flIt is
will be absorbed bureau of

OF national
development.

by industry as many users
ther tne agret;'-! .hive asked for a deferment of their periodical 'RESOURCES 

and GEOPHvcir-c
allocation.

It has been announced by the U K Ministry of Materials that the London 
: ---- 1st January, 1953. It will be

GEOPHYSICS.
GEOLOGY

Metal Exchange will resume tradingt m zme; orIs^J^JfXh^pen maikeTphe: 
S be lolshl^W SS lirn tSri:sent controlled price, at present £stg.l 10

per ton.
Smelter production of the .

tons for the first half of 1952, in comparison
'----- Imports into the main consuming

nrincipal producing countries was 965 000
•.!_ non nnn r’r^rroQnnnHinrfwith 920,000 for the corresponding

"”’1 A ( iQFi Imnnrh into the main consuming countries also showed a

184 860 tons in comparison with 108,/UU tor the some perioa i

considerable increase.

amounted to 184,300 tons --PXIeTstotll ail 2 and 209"o00 tons 
stocks held also showed a marked 

as follows:—31st July, 1951, 64,100
1951; corresponding figures 
respectively. In tiiese tvzo countries 
increase In the United Kingdom they were —---- - gr . - ,

----- '56 000 luiis. Statistical data for the United States are 
smelters and do not include the zinc content of concen-tons; 31st July, 1952, 156,000 tons.

only for metal held by smelters and do not include the zinc conieni oi eoiiuc - 
• ' •-does it include metal in the hands of merchants and con­

sumers The stocks neia oy smeiitii:, v.'ce U.O 31st July,. , ,
tons|31st July, 1952, 86,500 tons; most of this increase occurred in June and
trates in stocks nor ------
„.—„v,- The stocks held by smelters v.mre as lollovzs.-

July during the strike of steelworkers.durma ttie siriKe oi sieeiwuiKt-io. . __ ,
Overseas it has been reported that the market has been getting easier and kjveiseu^ 11 UM _ K ___ Fiirtorhi^nn s^meltersJUl LO-QX lUUl aiv.- ----- -------------

e difficult to sell; in consequence, European smelters 
a toll basis in preference to straight out purchase. 

Price With the exception of Queensland where price control was removed 
12th September, 1952, the controlled price of £95 per ton remains unaltered 
The U.K. Ministry of Materials reduced the price from Estg.l 18 to Lstg.liu 

oer ton on 29th October. At the ond of October G.O.B. zinc was being quoted 
the European continent at £stg.8O per ton. In the United States the price

that metal is becoming more
are taking concentrate on

on

on
was

29th October. At the end of October G.O.B. zinc
It? JuUlVpvuu X
reduced to 12.5 cents per pound on Zbtli October.

Quarter ended 
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Ton.'. £.
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Half year ended 
30/6,'52.
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Exports.
Zinc cons.

U.K.......................
Belgium...............
Other Countries .

46,731

22,384

34.750
14.098

1.700,638
1,319,942

Zinc, slabs, etc.
43.848

6,200

168

6 368

3,020,580

1.332,092

41,676

1.373,768

90,975

43,915

61,001
29,187

111

90,299
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1,000
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AUSTRALIAN MINERAL INDUSTRY
QUARTERLY REVIEW

February, 1953

• ? • FREIGHT RATES ON MINERAL COMMODITIES.

?

nhU ®uch as Australia, where mining centres are at a consider-
fhe principal markets, freights for sea and rail transport 

„ ,2^1 ° important item of tile total cost of producing and marketing
.1 .era. hese transport costs include, of course, not only freight on the 

mining company s mineral product, but also freight paid on commodities 
required in producing tlie mineral on coal, stores, plant, etc For a por-

able distance from the

■le mineral on coal, stores, plant, etc. For a par
0^0 0 charges are not usually published
Mt rule only the over-all effect on cost can be noted. As an instance,

oi operating expenditure in the year 
g 0th June, 1951, included 6 - paid to the Queensland State Railwav

As an instance.

In general, the larger proportion of th
paid to the Queensland State Railway.

hein general, the larger proportion of the freight charges paid out directly 
Dy a mining company for t.ransport outside the mineral lease

;
t

1

are on account• -   * —’X. UI J t
. , , -------- Ihese charge.s form an item of cost to which

considerable attention must be paid in judging the success or failure of a 
par icular mining project. Naturally, freight rates become increasingly im­
portant lor the lower-priced mineral commodities, and this is particularly true 
of many of the non-metals—indeed, several of the non-metals, such as the 
clays and sands, can oe worked only if deposits are right alongside the

of the out-going mineral'.

In the absence of detailed knowledge of the relation of freights to over- 
rosts in the principal mining centres, it is of interest to relate them toall costs

current mineral or metal values. In the accompanying Table, rail and coastal
pared on
January, 1953.

- ----------- - XXX Lxx<. luwe, rail x^>_/x_xjxs_xx
shipping freight rates-on certain minerals and metals are com- 
percentage basis with mineral and metal values ruling in

The values to v.’hich the freights are compared are the market
prices of the metals or minerals.

are com

In the case of concentrates, the value i;u » 1 HI me case oi concentrates, the value is
that of the recoverable metal content according to the market price of the 
metal; however, this is not quite a correct picture for concentrates which are 
sold as such (e.g zinc concentrates from Mt. Isa) as for these the producer 
receives in eirect the value of the recoverablA mptnl Ipqq

- -------------------- iiicoc me piuuui
in eltect the value of the recoverable metal les.s treatment charges, ----- -- icob LicLiLHieni L'iiurqes •

still, or these concentrates the percentages give a picture related to that for
metal treated in Australia. In the case of lead bullion, blister copper, andI 1 , ijuiiiuii, luiiaiei copper, ana
lead, zinc and copper concentrates, the value of the gold and silver content-IT, ,---- yciiQi Qiuu biiver conieni
has not been included, and in general a small adjustment would need to be 
made on their account.

It will be noted, amongst the base metals, that freight charges bear most .71 AZ on '7m/-’ con /-./>»-, + T*!  ______ _ . , ( ■ _heavily on zinc concentrates. The movement of zinc concentrates from Broken
Hill to Newcastle for ' roasting, thence to Risdon, has recently terminated 
freight across New South Wales represented 14% of the overseas price (155; 
P price), and total freights on zinc marketed overseas amounted
to 27 .'--these figures provide one of the main reasons why zinc concentrate.s 
are no longer railed across N.S.W.

terminated,

Based on the present price of zinc £stg.83 (£104) per ton, andcmlh u present price ol zinc tstg.83 (£104) per ton, and assuming 
a hU/r grade of concentrate, together with a recovery of 84% at the smeltep



Metal.
Lead, bullion (a)

Value 
per ton 

ol metal.
£A

Zinc,

cons, 
cons 
cons, 
cons.

(a) .
(a) .
(a) .

refined 
cons. . .
cons, 
cons, 
cons.

(a) .
(a)

RAIL AND SEA FREIGHTS ON METALS AND MINERALS IN 1953. 
All values are in Australian currency. 

METALS.

Rail Freight per ton.
o

o o

From To Rate.

C 0 
5r o2

. U K. £116. Mt. Isa—-Townsville . .

. U.K. £116. Captains Flat—Sydney
. U.K. £116. Northampton—Geraldton
. Aust. .£95 . Broken Hill—Port Pirie . .
. U.K.

. . U.K.
. . U.K.

slab . . , 
cons, (a) 
ccns. (a) . 
slab . . .
cons.

Copper, blister
{a} .

£116. Broken Hill—Port Pirie

£104 . Mt. Isa--Townsville . . 
£104 . Broken Hill—Port Pirie

. Aust. £95 . Broken Hill—-S.A. ports . . 
. U.K. £104 . Broken Hill—S.A. ports . .

. Aust. .£95 . Broken Hill—Newcastle
- U.K. £104 . Broken Hill—Newcastle .

U.K. £104 . Captains Flat—Sydney . 
. . Aust. £350. Ml. Isa—Townsville

blister (a) . Aust.£350. Mt. Morgan- -Rockhampton
cons, 
cons.

(a) Aust.£350. Cobar--Port Kembla . .
. . Aust. £350. Captain" Flat-P Kembla

Commodity, 
Fluorspar S

Selling Price;
£22/7/6 per ton del. Sydney

From

Manganese By negotiation . . 
Mica . . . £2.690 per ton . .

Gypsum
.£1./18/- f.o.r. . .

106 4 
75’5 
29/- 
65/8 
65 8

56,-'3 
64/8 
54,-8 
64,'8

129
129/-

75 '6
296 3* 
36/3

108 - 
eA,'-

¿ O QJ (2 s e

135 -
38/- 
91/2 
91/2

139/-
147/-
147..'-
147/-

293
293 •-

171/-

655/- 
330

o
0 d

£ > o „ a. o
4.6
6.0
1.6
4.8
4 0

6.4
7.2
7.75
7.2

15.4
14 3

8.7
4.22
0.5!
9.35
4.70

NON-METALS.
Rail Freight per ton.

To
Munqana—Cairns ... . . .
Meekatharra—Geraldton.........................
Harts Range—Alice Springs (road) .
Alice Springs—Melbourne . .
Nowingi V/est—Melbourne .
Ivanhoe--Sydney .... . .

From

Sea Freight per ton.

To

Townsville—U K 
Sydney—U.K. 
Geraldton—U.K. .

Port Pirie—U.K. . . .
Townsville—UK. . . .
Port Pirie—U.K. . . .
S.A. ports—Risdon . . . .
S.A. ports—Risdon.................
Risdon—U.K.................................
Mewcoslle—Ri.sdon ....
Newcastle- Risdon .
Risdon—U.K.................................
Sydnoy--U.K. . .
Townsville—Port Kembla . 
Rockhampton—Port Kembla

Rate. 
50/- 
31 /3

300.’- 
627/-
55 7 
84 '6

%age
of value. From

11.2

.68
1.16

Rate.

131/3 
81/3 
81/3

137-6 
143. 9 
150/-
49/-
49/-

131, 3
60.'6 
60/6

131/3 
81/3

186/-* 
181 '6

Sea Freight per ton.

To
Cairns—Sydney.................
Frem.antle—Newcastle . .

(o) Excludes any payments (or gold and silver.
’’General freight rale no specific rat" for copper, application is being made lor a reduced rate on blister copper.

o
-Û 

0 0
C o .

m £ e

147/6 
106/6

328/- 
340/- 
111/6
111/6

136/-
136/-

184/-

o
O'□ oic :3

nÜ ohi >o — û, o
5.8
6.5
4 6

)
6.0 )

16.5
16.7
6.05
5.5)
6.4)
7.16
6.7)
6.4) 
93 
2.65
2.60

% age

o
c d
c 3— co

2 H >
O O M-

10.4
12.5
6.2
4.8

10.0
22.9
23.9
13.6

19.1
22.56

27.4
18.0
6.87
3.11

Total 
%age

Rate, of value, of value.
196/- 
158/-

44.0 55.2

1.16

I A
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the combined rail and sea freights on zinc concentrates from Broken Hill or 
Mt. Isa to the United Kingdom would amount to approximately SS*/' of the 
value of the concentrate to the producer, c.i.f. U.K. ports. The value of the 
metal per ton of zinc concentrate would be of the order of £43, from which the 
deduction of smelting and related charges leaves a c.i.f. price of £17-18, from 
which all freight and other charge.s must be paid.

« >

Such freight considerations are naturally of great concern in opening 
up a new property. For example, an investigation is at present being made 
into the possibility of developing a zinc-pyrite mine in New South Wales. A 
local ore buyer recently quoted the value of a 50'' zinc concentrate at £21 
per ton, f.o.b. Sydney, on a basis of zinc at £stg.96 (£120) per ton. The 
mine is situated much farther from the seaboard than is Captains Flat, but

A

i

>1

even if the Captains Flat-Sydney freight on zinc concentrates is taken as a 
basis, rail freight would absorb 18.7'i of the f.o.b, value of the concentrate, 
whilst at the present overseas ruling price fstg.83 (£104) the rail freight 
would be of the order of 29'% of the value.

Although freights on lead concentrates do not represent as high a pro- 
. portion of the total cost as in the case of zinc partly because of their gener­
ally higher metal content nevertheless freights are of importance, particu­
larly where the lead concentrates are shipped overseas for smelting and 
where the lead content is considerably less than in the Broken Hill lead con-

_ ____ At the present price of lead on the London Metal Exchange, 
£116 per ton, lead concentrates containing 56't lead, from Captains Flat 
would be worth about £42, c.i.f. U.K. or continental ports. The combined

centrâtes.

» *

V'‘

k-

4 •
f!

rail and sea freights would be of the order of 18 th of this amount.

In the Table, freights on a few minerals of the non-metallic type have 
been given. In some cases, such as for manganese ore, the price paid is 
determined by negotiation between producer and consumer, or the mineral 
may be produced by the consumer who utilises it as a constituent of a manu­
factured product.

Fluorspar provides an instance of the restrictive effects of high freight 
rates on a low priced mineral. An ore buying agent purchases fluorspar 
from the miners at £917 6 per ton on rail, Mungana, Queensland. Combined 
rail and sea freight from Mungana to Sydney (the principal consuming centre) 
is £12'6 per ton, bringing the total cost to the agent to £22-3,'6, on wharf, 
Sydney. The agent delivers the material to the consumer at £22/17,'6 per 
ton, allowing a margin of only 14/- per ton from which he must pay com­
mission and handling charges. Miners in the Mungana district are demand­
ing a higher price for fluorspar to induce them to remain in this rather than 
other avenues of employment, but the ore-buyer cannot offer this inducement 
without incurring a trading loss or raising the price to consumers to a level 
which would be above the landed cost of imported fluorspar. Neither the 
miners nor the agent have any incentive to maintain or increase production, 
which has fallen from 560 tons in 1949 to an estimated 50 tons in 1952. This 
decline cannot be attributed solely to high freight rates, but they have un­
doubtedly had a considerable influence upon it.

In northern New South Wales during 1951, one beach sand operator

I

produced a trial parcel of 1,000 tons of ilmenite acceptable to a continental 
buyer for pigment manufacture. The agreed price, f.o.b. Brisbane, just 
covered the then cost of delivering to the ship's side. The freight increase 
in New South Wales towards the end of that year turned the transaction into 
a considerable loss and any idea of building up an export trade in that 
commodity has been discarded for the present. With the recent decline 
in price and demand for zircon, it is likely that rail freights have influenced

a
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some zircon producers in the Byron Bay district in their decision to discontinue 
production of zircon, which is essentially an export commodity.

The production of pyrites has been the subject of a great deal of dis­
cussion and action by sulphuric acid producers in Australia during recent
years. The prices paid per unit of sulphur content of pyrites by various
users are generally low and appear to be negotiated, based on considera­
tions other than the total cost of production of pyrite. It is accordingly difficult 
to make any comparison between selling price and combined freights that 
would be valid.

For a high-priced commodity such as sheet mica, rail freight becomes
a less important item of cost. However, on scrap mica freight is virtually
prohibitive. The demand for scrap mica has become very strong in recent 
years, many hundreds of tons are available at the mine dumps in the Harts
Range. But, excluding any labour charges, the freight alone on such mica
railed to the coast (Adelaide) would be not less than £35. The general market 
price for scrap has been of the order of £25.

The above remarks have referred simply to the effect of freights on the 
overall cost-price picture. They have necessarily not taken into considera­
tion the variable rail freight rates according to haulage distance, or the rates 
charged in different States. Freights on zinc concentrates may be examined 
as an instance :

Mt. Isa to Townsville (Queensland)- -1.35d. per ton mile.

Broken Hill, S.A. border—Port Pirie (S.A.) 3d. per ton mile.

Captains Flat-Sydney (N.S.W.)- -Sd. per ton mile.

Of these, the Queensland haulage is by far the longest, and Captain's 
Flat to Sydney the shortest; nevertheless the figures do indicate the attention 
which the Queensland Railways have given to the haulage costs of this 
important State asset.

For lead concentrates, the rates per ton mile over South Australian and 
N.S.W. Railways from Broken Hill and Captain's Flat respectively are as 
above for zinc concentrates. For lead concentrates despatched from Northamp­
ton to Geraldton, W.A., the rate is approximately 1 '- a ton mile, but for a
distance of only 30 miles and is, therefore, not unreasonable. For manganese
ore, the freight from Meekatharra to Geraldton (355 miles) is about Id. a ton 
mile.

The data in this note emphasise the important role which low freight rates 
must play in the development of Australian mineral resources and thus in 
the development of secondary industries. With falling prices and keener 
competition overseas it will be necessary to keep freight rates under constant 
review.

» 
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SMELTER AND REFINERY PRODUCTION OF METALS IN AUSTRALIA.

•f

i

< +

y

Yearly 
totals.
1949................
1950 ................
1951 .. ..

Monthly 
totals—1952.

January . . .
Febi uary . . 
March . . . . 
April..............
May................
June...............
July..............
August . . . . 
September .
October . . . 
November 
December . .

Gold, 
Mint Issue, 

02., fine.
. 794,375
. 759,190
. 754,519

54,034 
31,480

107,184
14,779
61,747

125,142
56,985
65,633
99,629

■ 46,538
131,089
88,082

882,322

Source: RM

Silver (a), Copper (b),
O2., line. 
5,857,502 
6,882,028 
6,978,191

535,411 
563,521
523,182 
491,840
615,621
444,559
431,626
804,389
588,416
755,416 
605,337
520,838

6,880,156

C.B.C.S.

tons.
9,858 

13,552 
12,483

1,437
677 

1,050 
1,510 
1,387 
2,521

788 
1,634 
1,077 
1,788 
2,250

16,119

A.M.M.

Pig Iron, 
tons,

1,029,300
1,314,800
1,335,900

Ingot 
Steel, 
tons.
1,131,100 
1,425,600 
1,434,300

129,800
119,400
128,100
119,800
96,700
93,000

122,300
133,200
150,400 
157,800 
144,200 
140,700

140,100
128,600
137,600
118,100
92,100
99,700

147,200
153,100
152,100
166,000
154,500

1,535,400

C.B.C.S.

1,489,100

C.B.CS,

Yearly 
totals.

1949 . . . 
1950 .. .
1951 ..
Monthly 

totals—1952.
January . 
February 
March . . 
April . . . 
May . . . 
Ju.ne , .
July .. .. 
August . . 
September 
October . . 
November 
December

Source:

Lead, 
tons.

150,056(c) 
160,526{c) 
165,758(c)

Lead Bullion 
(99.3% Pb.) 

tons.
32,901(d) 
37,350(e) 
32,155(f)

Tin, 
tons.
1,955 
2,013
1,459

Zinc, 
tons.

80,956 
83,652 
77,010

13,438 
11,501 
11,433 
12,333 
14,841
7,221 

15,727 
16,860 
15,484 
15,302 
15,661
9,815

3,075 
3,125 
3,015 
3,210 
3,085 
3,325 
3,310 
3,015 
3,235 
3,420
3,090 
3,049

149
86 

105 
189
72 

204 
213 
107 
123 
193
103 
156

7,295 
6,843 
7,393 
7,429 
7,729 
7,226 
7,268 
7,316 
7,072 
.7,338
7,117 
7,422

159,616 37,954 1,700 87,448
A.M.M.

(a) Yearly totals neglect small recovery of secondary silver from scrap, etc., included in 
monthly totals.

(b) From domestic ores and concentrates only but includes some cathode copper sold 
direct to industry.

(c) Yearly totals exclude lead recovered from scrap.
(d) Containing 32,621 tons lead.
(e) Containing 37,021 tons lead.
(f) Containing 31,872 tons lead.

ALUMINIUM.
Testing of the bauxite deposits on Wesssll Islands has continued and a 

deposit on one island has been proved to contain IC million tons of ore. 
This deposit alone could supply the present requirements of the Bell Bay
works for the next 130 yeqrs. tvzo other deposits, .believed to be much larger.
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have been discovered on the mainland close to Cape Arnhem, Northern 
Territory.

In order to conserve the domestic resources of bauxite for Australia's own 
requirements, the export of bauxite is prohibited. The export of aluminium 
in ingot form is also prohibited.

The domestic price for ingot aluminium remains unchanged at £236/10 - 
per ton.

Quarter ended 
30 9/52.

I

V
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Quarter ended 
30/9/52.

Production.
Bauxite . .

Imports.
Bauxite . , . .

Aluminium Ingot
Canada 
Norway . .
Other Countries

Tons,

1,865

1,192
919

11

£
Nine months ended 

30/9/52.
Tons,

5,506

13

£,

1,870

241,462
188,074

5,051

4,204*
1,877

105*

754,592*
384,640

25,683*

Total......................
Other forms of Aluminium

U.K..............................................
Fed. Rep. Germany . . .
Other Countries . . . .

2,123 434,537 6,186* 1,164,915*

565
9

30

156,392
3,472

16,373

3,193*
164*
547*

916,046*-
79,361*

261,169*

Total
Exports.

Aluminium

604 176,237 3,904* 1,256,576*

Other shapes
pigs, ingots etc.

2 2,661 65
18

10,769

2 2,661 65
Principal Producers: Sulphates Pty, Ltd,, 395 Collins Street, Melbourne, Vic,

10,787

ALUNITE.
Alunite (Aust.) Pty. Ltd., Bullahdelah, N.S.W,, is the only producer of 

alunite in Australia. The total output is sold to Sulphates Pty. Ltd., Melbourne, 
for the production of alum salts.

Quarter ended
30 9'52.

Tons.

Production ...... —
Producer. 

Alunite (Aust.) Pty. Ltd,, Bullahdelah, N.S.W.

Est. K,O 
(tons)

Nine months ended 
30,'6/52.

Tons.

314

Est. KuO 
(tons) 

24

ANTIMONY.
O. T. Lempriere & Co. have resumed purchasing antimony ores, the 

prices being paid are nominal and producers will be advised of them on 
application to the smelter.

Production of antimony ore and concentrates amounted to 23 tons during 
the third quarter of 1952, this does not include the output of any antimony­
gold concentrate from the Blue Spec Mining Company, Western Australia. 
■The antimony content of lead concentrate produced in New South Wales was 
reported to be 150 tons, a portion is in lead concentrate exported, and the 
balance is in lead concentrate smelted at Port Pirie, South Australia.'

Consumption overseas remained low, that in the U.K. being only 657 tons 
■ for the third quarter, 1953.

Price. The domestic price of metal remains unchanged in February, 1953, 
at £420 (nom.) per ton, and there have been no changes in either thé U.k' 
(£stg.220 per ton) or the U.S.A. (34.50 cents per lb.) prices. Buying prices for 
ore remain unchanged at nominal rates.

There are no restrictions on the export of either antimony ore or metal.

«

•t

Mine Production.
Antimony in Antimony cons.*

Smelter Production.
Refined antimony.....................

Imports.
Antimony ore and cons. 
South Africa............................

Antimony metal. 
U.K...................................................

Tons.

13

n.a.

98

6

£.

20,968

2,051

Nine months ended 
30/9/52.

Tons,

125

n.a.

510

6

E.

99,146

2,173(a)
Some antimony metal may have been exported but it is not recorded as a separate export 

item.
Principal Producers.

Blue Spec Mining Co. N.L., Nullagine, Western Australia.
Smelter.

O. T. Lempriere & Co. Ltd., Sydney, New South Wales.
‘Does not include any contained in lead concentrate smelted in Australia or exported*1
(a) Including value of few cwt, imported in first quarter.

ASBESTOS.
Australian production ol crocidolite fibre during 1952 reached the record 

amount oi 2,940 tons, or more than double the previous record established in 
1951. Chrysotile production during the third quarter was at a higher rate 
than in the corresponding quarter oi the previous year and the total for 1952 
may also reach a record level.

Consumption of all forms of asbestos during the third quarter continued 
at the high level reached in the second quarter of 1952.

Prices for Australian crocidolite have remained unchanged since January, 
1952, as follows:--

1st grade — £356 per ton, i.o.b. Fremantle.
2nd grade — £252 per ton, f.o.b. Fremantle.
3rd grade--£190/8,'- per ton, f.o.b. Fremantle.

Quotations for Canadian and U.S. asbestos of all sizes except group 1
were advanced by up to 10during 1952.

Quarter ended 
30/9/52.

Produciion.
Crocidolite . , . .
Chrysotile . .

Imports—
Crocidolite.
South Africa . .
Other Countries

Total . .
Chrysotile.
Canada
South Africa . .
Southern Rhodesia 
Other Countries . .

Total................
Amosite.
Canada .. . , 
South Africa . .
Other Countries

Total

Tons.

798
342

106
51

157

4,551
209
351

5,111

760
2,275

179

3,214

£.

15,240
6,475

21,715

329,389
15,318
34,086

378,793

51,516
135,474
25,168

212,158

Nine months ended 
30/9/52.

Tons.

2,095*
794

106
51

157

6,902
683
520
575

8,680

1,035
8,028

482

9,545

£.

15,240
6,475

21,715

509,744 
37,833
55,492
65,420

668,489

72,650
393,896

58,946

525,492
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l.Inspccitied. 
Canada .• ■ ■ 
South Africa 
'Olher Countrie;;

308
566
298

20,329 
32,770 
31 958

1,657
1,021

515

120,043
71,725
57,998 ♦

Licenses -will be f 
. United Kingdom. Export

;ite concentrates to the

Total

Exports.
U.S.A....................
Other Countrie.;

85,057 3,193 249,766

5?.
184

7,975 
30,910

154
550

22,216
91,746

parcels for experimen p P ■ . . m £stq 55-60 and for zircon
The U.K. price for rutile IS Wed^ received by producers have 

£stg.l3-16 per ton, both rutiTe and £10-15 for zircon, f.o.b. Aus^
been variable rioted are those ruling during the third

on^ are the most recent available.

Price.

quarter 1952, and are

£stq.55-60 and for zircon
. I 1 ______ hnv<a

Total
Producers.

235 38,885 704 113,962
Quarter ended 

30/9 52.

Nine months ended 
30/9/52.

Tens. £ Tons. E-

,, G P.O., Sydney, N.S.W.Asbestos Mines Pty. Ltd., Box 
yulgil, via Copirianhurst, N.S.W.)

Asbestos Ltd., ch Box 483, G.P-.O., Sydney,

(Chry.Lolile deposit at Bar-

Australian Blue ------------
at Wittjncom Gorge, \/.A.)

: S.W. (Crocidolite deposi's

I, G. Hancock, Nunyerri, W A. (Chrysotilel.

BARITE.

Production ol barite in the third quarter 
marked decline compared with that "

oí 1952, 660 tons, showed a

Production.
Rutile . .
Zircon

Exports.
Rutile con.-,.

U.K............
U.S.A.
Other Cou

11,045 
7,515

28,450
24,444

in the first and second quarters, 
that production for

Total

Prie.;

2,440
6,220
1,940

10,600

1951.
Zircon con.-:.

UK........................
US.A. .. .............
Other Countries.

645
5,839

390

November, 1952.
Quarter ended 

30 9 52
Nine months ended

93,068
268,316

88,203

449,587

8,351
66,071

4,330

7,128
13,499
6,476

27,103

2,111
15,457
2,015

261,770
572,637
260,135

1,094,542

27,968
183,004
26,369

Production
Imports—Ground . •
Exports Crude

Papua
Nev/ Zealand

Tons.
660

97

£.
30,'9/52.

Tons.
3,869

49 1

Total

Principal Producers.

6.874 78,752 19,583 237,341

£.

1,081

Zircon Rutile Ltd., Byron
Bav New South Wales.

n-. Wed Heads, New South Wale.,Zircon nume u,j Heads, New ooum fl S W. Rutile Mining Co , T , . Queensland. ,

Tot.il .
Ground.

New Zealand . .
Papua . . ■ ■
Others . .

97

162
135
165

2,842

2,842

3,902
2,447
3,540

100
108

208

605
300
239

Total

Producers.

462 9,889 1,144

South Australian Baryte;
Ltd. (mine location—Oraparinna, S.A.).

bOillll MUbllUU-uii - _ , , , ■ 1 / -
L. G. Abbott Co. Ltd.. Box 366D, G.P.O., Adelaide (mine location—Noarlunga,

Mitchell & Kleeman, Cranbrook, W.A.
Wm Stephens, Upper Burragorang, N.S.W.
W. T Harris and 1. Bean, Hockley, N.S.W. (mu
Wm. Stephens,

me

The

1,800 
3,162

4,962

13,285 
5,421 
5,279

23,985

I, S.A.).

location- -Ker.iplield, N.S.W.)

BEACH SANDS.
rlnto available at the end of the third quarter 1952, indicate^/an
data avaiiaoie __ mneidernh p decrease inIÍ rutile for 1952 and a considerable decreasé inibf- oroduction of rutile for 19bZ and a consiaeraoie ueueuw 

increase P increase in railway freights during the pastSqhteen months ma J have had some influence on the decision to discontinue 

producing this low-priced commodity.
1 1A _ _ L-. Cl iCi Ilf IQThe export of clean separated concentrates 

readily permitted provided they do not contain
is subject to license, but is

contain more than 0 5% monazite.

4

. Í»

bentonite.
^^"''‘"‘'Xraw''i?aVanS''oHte tSaÍ'oulput of 449 tons 

,1 1952 was consideraba m a
recorded in 19b 1. . u n

- Australian ben-

Tlie Western
quarter
from that state nt unbagged Western

ol

Since 
tonite has

per ton, ex works.

Melbourne.
Quarter ended 

30 9'52.

Nine months ended 
30/9''52.

Production (a) . . ■ ■ 
Imports.

United Kingdom 
United States 
Others . .

Tons.
70 (i)

42
686

25

Total . .

Producers.
w"g "Fennell, Marchagee, WW. 
E. J. Noonan, Marchagee, W.A.

753

c 'c Margrie, Yarramcn, Queensland, 
G. C. Marg _ j.^^,^ding production

(a)

£.

542 
9,735

413

10,690

ol bentonitic

Tons.
556(i)

129
2,456

57

2,642

clay Irom N.S.W.

E.

1,586
29,211

814

31,611
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BERYLLIUM.

Western Australia remains the sole producer of beryl in Australia, pro­
duction elsewhere having ceased. Prospecting at Spargoville, 27 miles south 
of Coolgardie, has disclosed several large pegmatite bodies rich in beryllium. 
Concentrates from this locality average 13% BeO. Additional supplies of 
beryl should also be available from the Londonderry quarry of the West 
Australian Felspar Company. Producers in one State contend that the price 
offered by the U.K. Ministry of Supply is too low and that they will not 
resume production until the price is raised.

Price.

CADMIUM.

Relined cadmium is produced in Australia as a by-product ol the smelting 
■ ■ ’ ' ■ ' Some cadmium carbonate isand refining of lead and zinc concentrate.

produced at Mt. Isa and is exported as such. . .
centrate contains cadmium, but the cadmium content is not recorded in some

Exported lead and zinc con-

States and the records are therefore incomplete.

The U.K. Ministry of Supply's price remains unchanged at £15 
per unit BeO, l.o.b. Australian ports. In January, 1953, ore containing 10-12% 
BeO was quoted in the United States at $45-$47 per short ton unit delivered 
Atlantic ports. i

Quarter ended 
30/6/52.

Nine months ended 
30/9/52.

Production.
Beryl Ore

Tons. Units BeO. Tons, Units BeO.

18.00 223.82 67.22 809.93

Producers.
Numerous small producers.

BISMUTH.

There is no mining for bismutli as such in Australia at the present time, 
but some bismuth is produced as a by-product of working some complex tin- 
wolfram deposits. For this reason production is variable. The apparent con­
sumption of bismuth metal is of the order of 10-12 tons per year, but it is 
believed that the actual consumption is in excess of that figure. Any increase 
in domestic production could be readily absorbed.

Price. Domestic prices at 1st February, 1953, 
35 3 per lb.; ore, 20 - per lb. of metal content for

«
were as follows:—Metal,

------- --------- ores containing 70'7 or
Ihe U.K. prices m December, 1952, v.rere considerably less than the 

above at: Metal, stg. 17 6 per lb.; ore stg,9,'9 per lb. metal content for 65%
over.

ore or concentrate.

Quarter ended
30,.'9 52.

Nine months ended

*

Production.
Metal in cons

Cwt. £.
30/9/52, 

Cwt, £.
28* »v

Imports.
Metal 
U.K.
U.S.A

CnrLc naif’.
U.K. .
USA

5 1,322 39
5

9,408
1,082

'*’otai . . 5 1,322 44 10,490

Producers.
Bismuth Products Pty. Ltd., Sydney.

The export ol cadmium is controlled; this was introduced to protect the 
producers who were selling to domestic consumers at a price considerably 
lower than that ruling overseas. Considerable quantities of rnetal thus sold 
v/ere found to have been exported.

Price. The base price for cadmium in Australia on 3rd February, 1953, 
The price in the U.K. and U.S. was variable, falling as lowwas 18 - per lb. The price in the U.K. and U.S. was variable, tailing as low 

stg.10/9 and $1.50 cents per pound, but it quickly returned to stg, 14. 4as
and $2 in January, 1953.

Production.
Refined metal ................
Cadmium content of concentrate;;

Exports.
Bars, rods, etc.

U.K....................
Ingot.', block.-;, etc.
Destination not available

Quarter ended 
30 9/52.

Nine Month.", ended 
30/9,-'52,

Tons Tons.

55
30/6/52.

209

£

treated locally and cxpctted i.- not dotermined

56

13

114,143

7.6,507

Principal Producers.
Broken Hill Associated Smelter:;, Port Pine, South Australia 
Electrolytic Zinc Co. of Australia Ltd., Ritidon, Tasmania

CARBIDE.

97

39

214.802

90,89!

Imports of calcium carbide to the end of the tfiird quarter ol 1952, 10,951 
tons, showed a spectacular advance over the quantity imported during the
previous year, 2,341 tons, 
shipping.

Production 
Imports—

South Africa . .
Belgium ....
Norway . . . .
Others................

Total

Exports.
Aust. Territories . .
Nev/ Zealand . .
N.Z. Dependencies 
Others

This increase is due to improved availability ol

Quarter ended 
30 9/52.

Tons, 
1 997

973 
1,969 
1,535

4 477

85

3

' 88

£

32,505 
87,000 
60,^

180,1^
&

7
6.500

130

6,667

Nine Month:', ended 
30'9 '52

Tons 
5,241

3,061
4,451
3,177

262

10,951

108 ■
85
96
18

307

119,659 
201,846
131,243

16,119

468,867

7,138 
6,500 
1,364 
1,038

16,040

Producer^.
Australian Commonwealth Carbide Co. Pty, Ltd , Hobart, Tasmania,
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CEMENT — PORTLAND. 1 CLAYS.

Imports of cement to the end of the third quarter were at tlie rate of 
168,000 tons annually. This rate is more than 100'' below that of 1951, when
375,000 tons were imported. This decline mny cp attributed to the cessation ♦
of large construction programmes.

Annual domestic production sliould be icrcased shortly by 25,000 tons 
'.'.'itli the opening up ol a cement v/orks at Port Fairy, Victoria.

The compilation of clay production statistics has been hampered by the 
lack of a satisfactory classification, and until more detailed information is 
known about individual deposits a classification based mainly on use v/ill 
necessarily have to be adopted

Australian Industrial Minerals N.L. have not notified any cfiange in the 
price of bagged kaolin, which has stood at £13 13 - per ton, f.o.b. Port 
.Adelaide, since March, 1952.

Quarter enJed 
3O.'9/52.

Production . .
imports.

Uniteli Kingdom

Tens.
325,700

E,

Itine Months endo'-l
30/9,'52.

Ton/., 
970,600

£
Or

J.-I pun 
ClhilKi 
Fn l. Her, 
OtI-.-v;; . .

Gorrnany

Total . .

Exports.
Papua, Nov.’ Guin'/n 
Pili 
Othnr.;

Tot "il

25,059
2,974
8,228

,83,536 
19,926 
93,67!

Í9¿
392

2,016
4,662

89,234 
17,445 
10,427
2,027 
1,359
6,109

628,917
109,356
123,826
20.405
15.118
70,744

Production.
iiaotin

Totci

Tc:

urtc-r ended 
30/S-52.

2,794(1)
330,824(1)

333,618(ii

36 847

436
615

1,079

’130

303 811

6,073
6,029

13.270

25 372

Producers.
Adelaide Cement Co. Ltd., Biikc.nhond, S.A.
Australian Portland Cement Pt-/. Ltd . Fynn.sford, via Geelong, Vi;
Coininonv/e.vlth Portland Cerrrent Co. Ltd., Portland, 14 S W.
Goliath Portland Cement Co Ltd , Raillon, Tasnrania.
Auo.tralian Portland Cement Pty. Ltd. Kandos, ILS V.' 
tdetropolitan Portland Cement Lt.'L, Maldon, ILS W. 
Qireenn.lan.'i Cement and Limo Co. Ltd , Darra, Queen,dartd
f'jC’.ithorn Portland Cement Ltd., Berrima, M.S.W. 
.Otnridard Portland Cement Co. Ltd., Chnrbon. IJ.S.W. 
Sulphide Corporation Pty. Ltd., Cockle Creek, N S’’AL 
Swan Portland Cement Ltd., Rivervale, ''A'.A, 
.So'ilh Australian Portland Cement Co. Ltd . Briohtor. -

CHROMIUM.

’.7.6,601

783 
1,464 
2.018

4,266

rl Ar.gaston, S.A.

£,

UiCnt.hs ended 
30 9 .52

6 988(1)
1.027.457 Í1-

] 034 445Ú

.1’

'968,366

9,739 
15,489 
31,057

56,286

During the third quarter, 1962, production ol chromite has been recorded 
al Coobina, Western Australia; the grade of the ore was reported to be
4CW; CnOr 
yearly basis.

Productio'. of low'-grade ore in Queensland is reported on a

t

4

Quarter ended
30 9 52

Production . .
Imports.
C'romo Ore.
U.K - .. - .
New Cciledonic .
Union of South Africa .

Tons.

773

2,180
504

£.

28,436
5,865

Nino months ended 
30/9^52.

Tons, 

773
£.

Total , . 
fN-rro-chrome.

2,684 34,301

Countr-.* of origin not 
¡ble 349 86.749

2 
4,734 
1,507

6,243

781

568 
59,572 
14,391

74,531

175.565

Imports.
Ball Clay
L'nited Kingdom

Pirc Clay
United Kingdon:

China Clay (Kaolin i
United Kingdorri
United States

Total
Clay n e.i
United Kingdom 
United Stole.';
Other

Total , .

Exports.
Nev/ Zealand 
0th «rr. . . .

Total . ,

30

76

35
103
56

194

174
5

179

29t 336 .?,5n7

1,68'7

1,627
4,263

688

6 578

5,005
154

5,159

COAL — BLACK.

296

66-:

563

122
202
148

359
50

409

6 426

7,789
12

7 801

3,433
6,950
2,637

13 020

10,564
822

11,386

Western Australia was the only State which did not produce more coal
in the third quarter than in the second quarter. Production from this State 
was hampered by a prolonged metal trades strike which closed the State's 
railways. The Australian output v.^as some 450,000 tons above the second 
quarter output at 5,275,103 tons.

The Commonwealth Government has authorised a coal stockpiling pro­
gramme and has provided lunds to enable a stock ol up to li million tons to 
be built, if necessary. The stockpile was estimated to be 850,000 tons at 
the beginning of December. Several mines producing low-grade coal have 
been closed and the miners transferred to other collieries.

Diamond drilling in the north-east basin of the Collie coal field in
Western Australia has located a total of 63 feet of coal at 380 feet.
were found, the largest being 37 feet thick.
on this field is of the order of 12 feet.

Five seams
Average thickness of the seams

i
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Quartdr ended
30/9/52.

Tons. £.

Nine months ended 
30,^9/52.

Tons. £.

1
73

COBALT.
Cobalt oxide is recovered at the Electrolytic Zinc Company s works at

Production.
Queensland 
Nevz South Wales 
Victoria ..............
Tasmania.................
South Australia . . 
Western Australia

Tolnl . .

Imports.
India 
Canada ., 
Other Counhit

Exports.
Fiji
New Caledonia
Other Countrio.5

765,779
4,117,761

43,218
72,120

125,868
150,357

5,275.103

103,330

103,330

8,958
19,658
13,613

42,229

332,976

332,976

44,724
98,290
55,186

198,200
Principal Producers.

Broken Hill Pty. Co. Lid.. Newcastle, N.S.W.
Australian Iron and Steel Ltd., Port Kembla, N.S.W.
i. and A. Brown and Aberinain and Seaham Collieries Ltd
Stale Coal Mine, Lithgow, M.S.W.
Aherdare Collieries Ltd., Ipswich, Queensland, 
Blair Athol Open Cut Collieries Ltd , Blair Athol, Queensland.
Thei: Bros , Callide, Queensland.
State Coal Mines, V/onthaqgi, Victoria.
Cornwall Coal Co,, It. Mary’s, Tasmania
Slate Mino, Leiqh Creek, South Australia.

2,065,231
1 1,270,970 

104,452 
191,089 
335,110* 
597,481

14.564,333*

135,976
50.480
63,767

250,223

14,502
71,673
26,991

113,166

, Cossnock, M S.W

OIUIC IVllilU-, oiccr., --------
Amalgamated Collieries of V/.A. Ltd . Collie, T/estorn Australia,‘41111, Jiyiuiii'J vwui'.i I'-..« VI ...... ----------,
Grillin Coal Mining Co. Ltd., Collie, Western Australia, 
Western Collieries Ltd,, Collie, Western Australia,

COAL — BROWN.

• ♦

«

Risdon, Tasmania.
centrâtes from Broken Hill, 
quoted at 10. - per pound.

Production.
Cobalt oxide .
Cobalt content

Imports.

Most of the cobalt recovered is contained in zinc con-
The domestic price of black cobalt oxide is

Quarter ended 
30/9,/ 52.

Tons.

3,69
2,35

£.

Not recorded sej

Nine Months ended 
30/9/52.

Tons.

;parately.

12,78
8 15

£.

462,1 11
153,157
212,787

828,055

71,750
353,886
106,773

532.409

The record production rate established during the first half ol 1952 was
inaintciined ciuriii^ the third quarter ctrici it is probable that the output for 
1952 will exceed 8 million tons for the first time.

At present, foundations are being laid lor the Lurgi plant at Morwell. 
The initial plant will consist of six Lurgi pressure generators two air lique­
faction plants, one benzol recovery and refinery plant and a tar distillation 
plant for the treatment of a million gallons of brown coal tar annually.

Production
Tons, 

2,100,538

Quarter ended 
30-9'52.

Nine months ended
30/9/52,

Tons, 
6,161,101

Producers.
Slate Electricity Commission, 22 William Street, Melbourne (mines at Yallourn), 
Maddingley Brown Coal Pty, Ltd , 411 Collins Street, Melbourne (mine at Bacchus Marsh). 
Globrite Brown Coal Mine, Post Oflice, Deans Marsh, Vic.
Lignite NL, 411 Collins Street, Melbourne (mine at Bacchus Marsh).
Moolamoona Brown Coal Mine, Post Olfice, Thorpdale, Victoria.
Snr Collieries, 22 Mt. Alexander Road, Flemington, Vic. (mine at Bacchus Marsh).
Winchelsea Coal Pty. Ltd., 22 Dynon Road, South Kensington (mine at Wensley Bray

(mine a* Bacchus Marsh).

via Winchelsea).
Sunshine Fuel and Brown Coal Co.. 65 Geelong Road, Ballarat Ea.st, Vic. (mine at 

Bacchus Marsh).

)

i

(

1

Principal Producers.
Electrolytic Zinc Co. ol Australia Ltd., Risdon, Tasmania.

COPPER.
V/ith improved coke supplies, Mt. Lyell Mining and Railway Coinpan’., 

has been able to smelt a considerable proportion of its accumulated copper 
This accounts in part for the increase in the output of blister 

Some concentrates from stock were also shipped to 
Mt. Isa Mines started up the copper smelt-

concentrate.
and refined copper.
Port Keinbla for treatment in 1952.
ing plant at the beginning of February, 1953.

The International Materials Conference vzill cease to allocate copper as 
from 16th February, 1953. The supply and demand are now in balance and 
any need for allocation of supplies according to requirements has passed, but 
the Committee will keep the position under review for some time.

The export of copper ore, concentrate, blister or refined copper, semi­
manufactured shapes and scrap is controlled, export may be permitted in

any

certain circumstances.
Price. In February, 1953, the domestic price remains unchanged at bdcU 

per ton. 'There has been no change in the controlled price (£stg.285) in the 
United Kingdom nor is there any indication of dealing in copper passing to 
the London Metal Exchange. There has been no 'change in the pricing

per ton.
no

arrangement in the United States.

Mine production.
Copper in cons. .

Sm.-i.or production.
Blister copper
Relined copper

Imports.
Blister copper and
Refinery shapes.
Belgian Congo 
Northern Rhodesia 
Other Countries .

Total

Quarter ended
30 9 52

Tens

5,391

5,196
3 499

1,600
-----

3,761

484,368
1,289,153
1,459,971

3,233,492

Nine months ended 
30 9/52.

Tons.

14.406

14,321
12,081

8,666

5^638

■Z/, 9e> J 
maniaPrincipal Producers. _

' Mt. Lyell Mining and Railwav Co Ltd, Queenstown, ‘a:
Mt. Morgan Ltd., Mt. Morgan, Queensland, , , ,
Copper in dross, speiss, etc,, from Ihe smelting of lead ccncentra.e.

Broken Hill Associated Smelters, Port Pine, South Australia
Mt, Isa Mines Ltd , Mt, Isa, Queensland

Smelters.
Mt. .Lyell Mining and Railway Co. Ltd.
aLhSlifle ¿-¿fining and Smelting Co., Port Kembla, N.S.W.

Refiners. • . ,
Lyell Mining and Railway Co Ltd.

. .. r-. f -!  J O n ! rf
Mt. Lyeu mnuiiy v-.v ..V.--—-- 
Electrolytic Refining and Smelting Co.

£.

- Z
2,502,863 
2,088,726 
2,042,867

6,634,356
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DAMOURITE.
Relatively small quantities of damourite are obtained by selective mining 

" ' ' the smallof a fireclay deposit at Mt. Crawford, near Warren Reservoir, S.A. 
tonnage produced finding a ready market as a filler in linoleum, paint.

FELSPAR.
Production of felspar in the third quarter of 1952 sho-wed no marked im­

provement over that of the second quarter when 2,647 tons were produced.

plastics, etc.
The most recent price of bagged damourite, f.o.b. Port Adelaide, quoted 

1 ■,' Australian Industrial Minerals M.L. is £10 per ton.

♦
I

The production in these two quarters 
of the first quarter of the year.

was approximately equal to that

1 ex
Since November, 1952, the price ol unbagged 100 and 200 mesh felspar 

works, Melbourne, has been quoted by S. N. Rodda Pty. Ltd., at £21 '12 6
Quarter ende''!

30 9'52.

Production 
Producer.

Tons- 
n a.

£
Nine months ended 

30 '9 '52.
Tons.

n.cE.
£

and £25'15 - per ton respectively.
Quarter ended

3O./9'52.

Au;:trahan Induiitrinl Minerals IJ L 55 Grenfell Street Adelaide (Ie,use nt Mt, Crawford, 
r. A ).

DIATOMITE.
Although production statistics oier’incoinplete, those to hand at the end 

of the third quarter of 1952 indigale that the total production for the year 
■iiould be similar to that of 1951,/when 8,729 tons v/ere produced. The major 

I reduction ol diatomite is from Ne''V South Wales.
The selling price of first-grade diatomaceous ear,tli, quoted by McLeod 

<S Co., has remained unaltered at £39 10 - per ton delivered Sydney, since 
November, 1952.

ij

?
Qu'-jrter ended

30 9 52

Produclion (a) .
Imports.

United Kingdon.
Morway................
Others . . .

Total
Exports.

Singapore
.'lev/ Zealand

Total
Producers.

Tons.
2.763

250
6

256

£.

1,250
136

1,386

Nine months ended 
30/9/52.

Tons.
10.522

21
297

10

327

435
99

534

£.

362
3,263

108

3,733

2,175
2,855

5,030

Production
Imports.

■ /riited Kinijdo:;'.
.Jnitc'l State.-
Other.:

Ton;;
1 «osti.

17
33

£

625
1.163

Hine inonth.s ended 
30 9'52.

Tons.
6.098(i)

90
520

22

3,624
14,08,5

782

Australian Glass Manulaciurer.r Co. Pty Ltd , 420 Spencer Street,

»
Londonderry, W.A.),

.Au.'rtralian Window Gla.s.i Pty.
Brcwonglo, N.S.W.).

1, Melbourne (lecrrren al

Ltd., P.O. Box 18, Alexandria, tl S W. (lease at

l^r'oken Hill Fei.spar Development Co., P.O, Box 396, Broken Hill, IJ S,W.

(a) Include;: Cornish Stone and China Stone,

FLUORSPAR.

Tot 31
Exports.

"e'.v Zealand 
Singapore
: 'nm

50

IB

Total IP

1,788

665

632

6

18,491

3,213
147
158

Selling prices of fluorspar were increased by £1 per ton to offset the 
iiigtier freight charges between the mines in North Queensiand the principal 
market in Sydney, and Australian fluorspar can no longer face competition 
iroiii imported material of similar quality. Production during the third quarter.

665

Producers.
S II Rod'la Pty Ll.l , Bex 16, PO Port l.'.-lbouriie, t/ic. ('Jopo;

3,518

1952, was slightly higher th.an in the previous period, but no substantial and 
permanent improvement can be expected unless sources of supply are de­
veloped nearer the principal market.

It Kiljnc." . Vic.).
Prices quoted in February, 195.3, by the principal agents Frank Ham-

■ I, A Tliom;:on Pty. Ltd., Nev/ham, Victoria
Caiiipboll Broc. Liinitod, Bov/en Hill;:, Bri.it'one (c!epc:'il -it Black Duck, via Gattcn,.
Brir.bane and V/undorlich Lake Gnanaara. W A.

i?ridge & Co. Ltd. 
Buying.

are;

r.îinAraI.4 Pîy Ltd 318 Botany Road. Aloxondria, NSW (d'-'pordt at CccnabarabranL 90'1 CaF
85'; CaF'

£11 2 6 per ton l.o.r. Mungano, Q, 
£9 'T7, 6 per ton l.o.r. Mungana, Q.

DOLOMITE.
Production of dolomite to the end ol the third quarter, 1952, indicates that 

the total for 1952 will greatly exceed the record production ol 74,611 tons
established during 1950.
the iron and .steel industry.

This increase can bs; attributed to the expansion ol

Selling.
90';, CaF.
85'* CaF

In each case plus 2 6 per unit above 85' ' or 90''.

£23 17 6 per ton delivered Sydney.
£22 7 '6 per ton delivered Sydney.

Production

Quarter etirled 
30 9/52 
Ton.:

27.291

Hine months ended
30 9/52.
Tons.

70,806

j Quarter en'ted 
30'9 '52.

Principal Producers.
The Broken Hill Proprietary Co. Ltd . Box 86A G P.O., Melbourne (quarry al Ardro.ssan, S.A ), 
Metropolitan Lime and Cement Co . Commerce Hou.se, Adelaide Street Brisbane (lease 

al Ip;;wich),
<■ A Kruger & Sons Ply. Ltd., Bundamba, Queensland (lease at Ipswich).
Atkinson and Giles, Ml. Mnqncl, W A.
Non Metallics Ltd., 74 Pitt Street, Sydney (deposit at Rylestone, N.S.W.),
Puck River Go. Ply. Lt'S , Smithton, Tasmania.

»
I I

Produclion .....................
Imports.

UK., 
Fed Rep of Germany 
Limon of South Africa

Ten;:
19

2
5C

Total 52

£.

72
1,464

1,536

Hine months ended
30/9/52.

Ton.'?.
25

172
324
211

707

’’fpmspectors and Syndicates in the Mungana-Chillagoe district, Queensland.

£.

3,382
7,417
2,407

13,236
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FULLER'S EARTH.
There was no production of fuller's earth recorded in 

Western Australia during the third quarter, 1952.
New South Wales

Quarter ended 
30'9. 52.

Tons. £.

Nine months ended 
30/9/52.

Production
Imports.

United Kingdom . .
Others . .

Tons.
64

£,

Mine Production.
Queensland...............
New South Wales . .
Victoria.........................
Tasmania......................
South Australia . . . . 
Western Australia . . 
Northern Territory .

Quarter ended
30./9/52.

Fine oz 
17,940 
11,601 
16,544 
4,279 

163 
178,459 

10,541

£.

Nine months ended 
30/9/52.

Fine oz. 
62,184 
30,729 
47,484 
11,976 

299 
514,458 
32,455

E.

T. 84
29

3 
t

97
29

3 113 4 126
Producers.

D, J. and T, I, Read, Marchagee, W.A.
E. B. Cornish, "Scoble," Whylandra, Dubbo, N.S W

Total....................................
Territory of Nevz Guinea .

Imports.
Rar, dust, etc.
Papua and Nev/ Guiriea .
New Zealand ...
Other Countries .

’39,527
35,155

33,115
8,885

16.155

311,791
137,641
265,351

699,585
96,881

111,327
50,421
58,540

1,712,374
772,391
937,696

GLASS SAND.
Statistics relating to the production of glass sand in Australia are

far from complete.

Production.
Western Australia
Other States . . . .

Quarter ended 
30/9/52. 
Tons.

Nine months ended 
30/9/52. 
Tons.

Exports.
Rar, dust, etc.

U.K , . .
France . 
Netherlands . . 
Switzerland 
Other Countries

58 155

64,534
177,88.1
98 739

914,783 220,288 3,422,461

2,077 
n.a.

5,810 
n.a.

341,170

1,049,706
2,884,056
1,483,163

298

69,770
434,726
112,425
140,866

16

1,136,767
7,150,444
1,709,762
2,409,140 

298

5,417,233 757.803 12,406,41 1

Producers.
Australian Glass Manufacturers Co, Pty. Ltd., 420 Spencer Street, Melbourne (leases at 

Lake Gnangara, W.A., and supplies obtained also in N.S.W., Vic. and S.A.),
W. M, and R. J. Leach, Lake Gnangara, W.A.
Australian Glass Manufacturers Co. Pty. Ltd., P.O, Box 1, 'Waterloo, N.S.W, Uecr.es at 

Ho.sebery, N.S.W.).

I GRAPHITE.
The small production of amorphous graphite from the only operating mine

□ t Jacks Creek, via Collinsville satisfies only a fraction of Australian re
quirements. Deposits of flake graphite in South Australia have not J en 
worked for some time, but efforts have been made to obtain the finance 
necessary to insta! milling equipment.

GLAUCONITE.
The production rate of glauconite at Gin Gin, Western Australia, to the 

end of the third quarter, 1952, was considerably belov/ that for 1951, when 
506 ton.s were produced.

Production
Producers.

G. F. Brook, Gin Gin, W A.

Quarter ended 
30/9.52.

Ton.;
27

Mine months ended 
30 9,'52.

Ton.s.
176

4

McL >d & Co. quote a selling price of £82 per ton for first-grade amorphou.s
graphite, delivered in Sydney.

Production 
Imports.

F'ake.
UK . , .
Madagascar . .
Other Counirle.

Total

Quarter ended 
30/9 '52.

Tons.
13

£.

104

Nine months ended 
30/9/52,

Tons.
66

18
152

£.

2,355
12,263

152

GOLD.
The output of gold in the third quarter, 1952, was slightly less than in 

the second quarter, but the total for the first three quarters of 1952 is about J
Crystalline.

U.K..................
Ceylon ..
Other Countries . .

5
1

245
128

19
30
98

2,074
1,537
7,430

43,000 ounce.s greater than for the same period in 1951. A preliminary estimate
for 1952 indicates that mine production will be about 100,000 ounces greater
than for the previous year; this is due to a large increase in Western Australia 
during the fourth quarter of the year. Central Norseman Gold Mine and 
New Coolgardie Gold Mine have been responsible for a considerable pro- 

" There has also beenportion of the increased output in Western Australia.
some production from Great V/estern Consolidated Gold Mine, the mill has 
been running on low grade ore until all adjustments are made. A portion of 
the increase in output of gold in the Kalgoorlie district may be due to the

i
I

Total 
Amorphous.
U.K.........................
Ceylon . . 
Madagascar . . 
Other Countries

6

5
47

3

373 147 11,041

453
2,438

527

40 
324 
100
63

4,573
20,610

7,897
3,016

necessity of mining higher grade ore to combat rising costs.
The average price per fine ounce received lor newly-mined gold sold on 

the open market, c.i.f. Paris was as follows:—September, £16.'13,/7; October, 
£16,d3,''4; November, £16/11/6; December, £16/10/9; January, 1952, £16, 18/2.

Total......................
Exports.

New Zealand . . . .
Other Countries . .

55

5

5

3,418 527 36,096

422
52

474
Producer.

7. C. and M. E. Sanson, Jacks Creek, via Collinsville, Queensland.

32t
32

2,331
98

2,429

Uecr.es
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GYPSUM.
The record rate of production established in 1951 was not maintained 

during 1952, but output continued at a high level. Exports have increased 
slightly by comparison with 1951, and apparent consumption within Australia

LEAD.
Domestic mine production of lead in concentrate during the third quarter, 

. rt /-■/-.»-ir.D-Jy-s»-.—l-l _ _____ • ..... ~
tias consequently fallen to some extent.

As from August, 1952, the Colonial Sugar Refining Co. Ltd. quote a selling
price of £1 d8 per ton, f.o.r Conoble or Manara, N.S.W, 

Quarter ended
30 9.'52.

♦

1Q59 1-, J------ 111 euliceiiiiaie uuring me inira quarter,
aoz, shov/ed a considerable increase in comparison with the two previous 

^111 be of the same order as

Production 
Imports 
Exports.

New Zealand

Tons.
86,429

3,850

£,

4,639

Nine menths ended 
30/9/52.

Tons. 
269,084 

7
7.1,623

£.
121 I '♦

(L * ■ 1 nrn me nm  lui i .jazj win ue Ol me same oraer as
nat m 195(j, 225,000 tons. Output in Western Australia is increasing rapidly 

?Qi;i io’’ *he year in comparison with 1,912 tons during
' u m being developed by the Anglo-Westralian Mining Pty. Ltd.

and the Wheel of Fortune Extended, have supplied a considerable proportion 
of the increased output. The ¡od.,s ' " ' ■ - -
width and assay 15 to 25% lead.

The lodes at these mines average 4 to 5 feet in

32,266
Principal Producers.

Australian Plaster Indur.tric*:; Ply. Ltd., Lorimer Street, South Melbourne, Vic. (leases at 
Bronzowing, Vic., and Conoblc, N.S.W.

Colonial Sugar Refining Co. Ltd., Box 483, G.P.O., Sydney, N.S.VZ. (leases at Concble 
and Darnick, N.S.W., Lake MacDonnell, S.A.).

Waratah
S.A.).

lypiiu::! Pty. Ltd. (leases at Stenhouse Bay, Lake MacDonnell and elsev.diere.

Grilfith Gypsum Mines (Griilith, N.S.VZ.J,
Rriinswick Plaster Milk; Pty. Liei, (leases at Newingi West, Vic.).
Broken Hill Pty. Co, Ltd., Box 86A, G.P.O.. Molbcurnc (lea.iec at Moonabie, S.A.).
Perth Mcdeliing Werks Ltd., 120-130 Cloisobrock Read, Perth, V/.A. (leases at Baandee 

and Yellowdine).

„ , The mill at Anglo-Westralian's mine
at Protheroe, north-east of Geraldton, is capable of handling 3,000 tons of 
per month. ore

The quantity of pig lead exported during 1952 at 141,431 tons wa.s 35,000 
tons in excess of exports during 195!. Increased exports were not only due 
to a considerable fall in domestic consumption but also to the movement of 
stocks held by the U.K. Ministry of Materials. There were 31,413 tons of lead 
bullion exported, slightly less than the previous vear, and lead concentrate in­
creased from 27,811 tons in 195! to 38,134 tons in 1952.

There were 31,413 tons of lead

IRON AND STEEL.
Following the blov/ing in of the new 1,500 tons per day blast furnace at 

Port Kembla towards the end of August, the output of iron and steel in

i
The export of pig lead and manufactured lead products is controlled. 

Control is also exercised on the export of scrap lead, alloy scrap containing 
lead and secondary lead residues.

Australia has reached record ligures. The output for the third quarter was
405,900 tons of pig iron (309,500 tons in the second quarter), and 452,400 tons 
(309,900 tons) of steel ingots. There wa.3 a corresponding increase in the iron
ore output, particularly from Yainpi Sound. Iron ore from this source is
being shipped to all Australian steelv/orks.

The domestic demand for pig iron has fallen considerably as deflationary 
measures have become effective, and several thousands of tons of pig iron 
are stacked at the charcoal iron work;.; at Wundov/ie, Western Australia. 
Overseas markets for this pig iron, v/hich is suitable for the production of 
nodular grnphito iron, are being investigated.

Quarter ended 
3Û/9 52

Production.
Iren Ore 
SA 
W A

Ton.-.

743,100
42,232

£
Une month.s ended 

30/9-52.
Tons £.

«

Price. There has been no alteration in the controlled price of lead for 
domestic consumption. On the London Metal Exchange the price has been 
variable, firming from £stg,93 at the beginning of December to £stg.l08 
the end of that month. This increase was attributed to the strike at the 
smelters at Port Pirie; this strike was settled at the end of January, 1953. The 
price was somewhat easier during January, 1953, and varied between the 
range £stg.l0-l-97. Price movements in the U.S.A, were in line with those 
in London and the price at the close of January v/as 14 cent.s per pound. The 
fall in price during the last.quarter of 1952 has brought about the closure of 
many high-cost producers in U.S.A. The effect of this on production for the 
, ---- , L_ L,:,;------ Ll_. At the close of February, 1953, prices were as
follows: U.K., £stg.93 per ton; U.S., 13.5c. per lb.

the end of that month.

year may be appreciable.

Quarter ended 
30/9/52.

>

at

The

The

959,17,5 
96,346

Mine production.
Lead in con.s.

Ten.s.

64,864

£

Nine months ended 
30 '9/52,

Ton:;.

169,268

£.

Tctol
Iron Oxide

N.S.W . . .
Tasmania . .
SA...

Pig Iron .
Ingot steel

Imports.
Pig Iron . .
Ferro Alloys
Steel...........................
Tin and Ter.ne Plate

Exports.
Pig Iron
Steel .....................

785,3^2

2,840
1 035 
n.a

405 900
452,400

42 
6,762 

29 860

3,815
3,056

2,055,521

11.616
10.509

n.a
1.092,700
1 168,600

Smelter production.
Refined lead . . 
Lead in bullion

48,071 
9,493

118,838
28,196

30,147
659,591

3,061,468

6.231* 
871

91,096* 
133,604*

236,912*
115,015

6,701,486*
12,516,061*

Principal Producers.
Broken Hill Ply. Co. Ltd.. Newcastle, N.S.W.
Australian Iron and Steel Ltd., Port Kembla, N.S.W.

77,365
146,834

12,872
7,370 209,200

286,546»

The Wood-Distillation, Charcoal-Iron and Steel Industry, Wundowie, Western Australia

Exports —Lead cons.
Belgium.................
U.S.A.
Other countries

Total

Lead Bullion. 
U.K. . .

Refined Lead.
U.K.....................
U.S.A...............
Other Countries

1,985
2,338

280

4,603

15,382

4,602
28,504

860

33,966

245,143 
¡89,626 
¡9,555

454,324

2,810,243

836,758
4,191,622

129,624

5,158,004

9,803
12,951

1,047

23,801

5,439

28,563
57,998

6,231

92,792

893,366
1,191,333

72,302

2,157,001

1,097,919

5,407,013
9,578,814
1,243,821

16,229.648

A
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' Principal Producers.
North Broken Hill Ltd.
Broken Hill South Ltd.
Consolidated Zinc Corporation Ltd.
New Broken Hill Consolidated Ltd.,

all of Broken Hill, New South Wales.
Electrolytic Zinc oi Australia Ltd., Rosebery, Tasmania.
Mt. Isa Mines Ltd., Mt. Isa, Queensland.
Lake George Mines Ltd., Captains Flat, New South Wales.

Smelters.
Mt. Isa Mines Ltd.

Smelters and Refiners.
Broken Hill Associated Smelters, Port Pine, South Australia.

»
H

1»

LIMESTONE.
The expansion of the iron and steel, cement and chemical industries in 

Australia has resulted in an increased demand for limestone. Statistics to 
hand indicate that this demand is being satisfied.

Statistics to

Production .

Quarter ended 
30/9/52.

Tons.
675,433(i)

Nine months ended 
30/9/52. 

Tons.
1,919,722(1)

Principal Producers.
Australian Portland Cement Pty. Ltd., 422 Collins Street, Melbourne (quarries at Fyanslord, 

via Geelong, Vic,, and Kandos, N.S.W.).
David, Mitchell-Estate, Olivers Lane, Melbourne (quarry at Lilydale, Vic,).
Broken Hill Pty Co. Ltd., Box 86A, G.P.O., Melbourne (quarry at Rapid Bay. S.A.).
I.C.I. Alkali (Aust.) Pty. Ltd., 380 Collins Street, Melbourne (quarry at Penrice, S.A.).
The Commonwealth Portland Cement Co. Ltd., Portland, N.S.W.
The Standard Portland Cement Co. Ltd., Charbon, N.S.W
Queensland Cement and Lime Co. Ltd., Darra, Queensland (deposit at Mud Island,

A.C.F, and Shirley's Fertilisers Ltd,, Brisbane Road, Gympie, Queensland (deposit at
Tamaree, via Gympie).

Goliath Portland Cement Co., Railton, Tasmania^ ,, , ,
Agricultural Lime, H. E. Hallet, Quoiba, Tasmania (lease at Melrose).Melrose

MAGNESITE AND CALCINED MAGNESITE.
The continued expansion oi the Australian iron and steel industry is re- 

llected in the increased production of magnesite for refractory purposes. 
Statistics to hand at the end of the third quarter, 1952, indicate that the 
production for 1952 will be considerably in advance of the 39,000 tons pro­
duced in 1951.

Quarter ended 
30/9/52.

»

*

»
«

Production
Imports.

United Kingdom
United States . .
Others ..........................

Tons.
9,479

£.

Nine months ended 
30/9/52.

Tons.
35,880

686
16
69

£.

7,353
671

2,369 ii
Total . .

Exports.
New Zealand 
Others . . . .

771 10,393

Total

.Producers.
s W.A.

2
3

5

157
392

549

84
3

87

4,089
442

4,531

Scahill and Gibbons, Coolgardie, 
Fifield Magnesite and Refractories Pty, Ltd. Camellia Works, Granville, N.S.W. (lease
Broken^Hiu'pty. Co, Ltd., Box 86A, G.P.O., Melbourne (leases at Fifield, N.S.W., and 

Bulong, W.A.).
R. F, and C. V, Hughes, P.O. Box 30, Young, N,S.W. (lease at Thuddungra, N.S.W.).

MANGANESE.
In order to encourage the testing of manganese deposits near Peak Hill 

and Marble Bar, Western Australia, permission has been given to export 
12-M,000 tons of manganese ore. The total amount to be exported has been 
divided into two parcels, one from each locality named.

The export of manganese ore is controlled in order to conserve the known
resources, which at the present time are small.

Production.
Manganese Ore

Imports.
Manganese ore. 
Battery grade...........................
Manganese oxide powder .

Quarter ended
30.-9/52.

Tons.

2,068

t
£.

4

Principal Producers.
Westralian Ores Pty. Ltd., Peak Hill, Western Australia.
Broken Hill Pty. Co. Ltd., Peak Hill, Western Australia.

Nine months ended 
30/9/52.

Tons.

5,828

36
12

£.

540
1,253

MICA.
Purchases by the Mica Pool in December, 1952, amounted to 28,748 lbs., 

valued at £35,339, raising the total purchases for the year to 65,298 lbs., 
compared with 51,556 lbs. in 1951.

The Australian demand for mica has been weakening and turnover in 
small sizes is very slow.

The Commonwealth Tariff Board is holding a public inquiry to determine 
whether assistance should be accorded to the production and processing of 
mica in Australia, and, if assistance is considered desirable, the form it 
should take. The inquiry opens in Melbourne on 2nd March, 1953, and in 
Sydney on 23rd March.

Export of mica is controlled under Statutory Rule No. 82 (1947) of the 
Customs Act, and the control is under the advice of the Bureau of Mineral 
Resources, to which enquiries should be directed.

It was announced in December, 1.952, that the Indian Government is con­
sidering a further ban on the export of scrap mica for a period of two or 
three years. An Indian journal stated that the ban is intended to hinder 
the production of built-up mica products from scrap (Samica foil. Micamat, 
etc.), as these products are in competition with micanite made from Indian 
splittings.

Prices per lb. approved by the Commonwealth Prices Commissioner for 
purchases and sales by the Mica Pool are as follows: Buying prices are at 
Alice Springs; selling prices are ex Mica Store, Melbourne.

Over extra special , , 
Extra special , 
Special..........................
Al ...................................
1..........................................
2 , , ,...................................
3..........................................
4..........................................
5..........................................
6..........................................

CLEAR
Buying. Selling.

. 27.i!

. 202/6

. 175/-
. 150/-
. . 125/-

100/-
87/6
69/-
44/-

. 19/-

258/9
233/-
201/3 
172/6
143/9 
115/- 
100/9
79/3
50/6

■ 21/9

COMMERCIAL CLEAR.
Buying. Selling. 

156/- . 179/6
140/- 
121/- 
94/- 
1^/- 
63/- 
5?,/- 
44/- 
32/- 
12/6

161/- 
139/3 
108/- 
86/3 
72/6
64/6 
50/6
36/- 
14/6

Buying.
82/- 
69/9 
56/- 
50/6
44/-
35/- 
25/-
19/-
8/- 
4/-

STAINED. ■
Selling.

94/3 
79/3 
64/6 
57/6
46/- 
38/6 
28/-
21/- 
10/-
6/-

Purchases to December, 1952, 65,298 lbs.
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Quarter ended

30./9/52.
lbs. E.

Nine months ended

lbs.
30 •9/52.

£.

Imports.
Block ...............
Splitting.s ,, , 
Scrap . .
Ground 
Micanite

Exports. 
Block , 
Scrap . , 
Micanite

Producers.

' 5,274 
12,500

8,056
644

14,906
51,270
73,160
24,592
7,627

21,164
7,061

876
652

6,230

4,090 202 4,1(35
34,100

247
190

i| »
Mining syndicates in the Harts Range and Plenty River districts. 

Mica Pool.

!, N.T.

The MicaThe Commonwealth Mica Pool buys and selht all Australian-produced mica.
Store is situated in 'V/arburton Lane, Melbourne, and is conducted by the Bureau ol 
■Mineral Resources as agent for Department ol Supply. The buyer visits Alice Springs
in April, August and December.

The Commonwealth Government has decided 
1953,

.retciin the Pool until the end ol

MINERAL PIGMENTS.
Domestic production of mineral pigments to the end of the third quarter, 

■ 1952, shows a marked decrease in comparison with the production attained 
during the first three quarters of 1951, when 1,028 tons were produced.

The selling price of pigments quoted by McLeod & Co. are: w

Molybdenum is still under allocation by the I.M.C.
7.1__ The price of molybdenite concentrate in the U.K. was reduced

to stg. 103 ■ 10-1 per unit, c.i.f. U.K. ports. The U.S. price is unchanged at $1 pe:
Price.

lb, of contained molybdenum.

Production.
Molybdenite cons.

There i:

Quarter ended 
30 9 52.

Cwt.

NICKEL.

Nino months ondo - 
30/9/52.

Cwt,

3

no production ol nickel in Australia.
still under allocation by the I.M.C.; Australian allocation for theNickel is s..,. ...- ------ , ----- -----

first quarter, 1953, is 152.8 metric tons of primary metal and metal in oxides.L i-j UCil Ltm , 1 UUkJ, iO i UZu.kJ lllC LI ik IVU.J J- ---------
Nickel producers in Canada have increased the base price by 31 cents 

, f, . ■ f 1X.1.T ___  inco TL, ~ T 1 V »-s»-;to 60 cents per pound to be effective from. 14th January, 1953. The U.K. price 
of refined nickel will increase from £stg.454 to £stg.483 per ton. In the U,. .
prices have been increased by 3i cents per pound.

Quarter ended 
30/9'52.

Imports.
Pigs, ingots, bars. etc.
U.K......................................
Canada
Other Countries .

Tons.

ill
22

£

67,821
4,966

467

In the U.S.

Nino months end's)

Tons
3n,- 9.. 52.

400
32 

I

£

232,781
13,088

791

• Yellow ochre, second grade, delivered Sydney - £25 10 per ton; Raw 
umber, first grade, delivered Sydney- £19 per ton. Burnt umber, first grade, 
delivered Sydney - £36 10 - per ton; Red ochre, second grade, delivered 
Sydney £20 per ton.

Total 133 73,254 433 246,660

PLATINUM AND PLATINUM GROUP METALS.
these metals, A small quantity of osiniridiuni

Quarter ended 
30'9 52.

Production.
Red 
Yellow 
Umber

Tons.

5
14

V.

Nine months ended
30/9/52.

Tons.

285
98
12

£.

4

v/as
There is little to report on ------ - -- ---- . .
produced at Adamsfield, Tasmania, but no production of platinum wcir

World supplies of platinum group metals appear to be improving, and 
there have been some price falls. Latest U.K. and U.S. prices per ounce are'

Platinum: £stg.£27 to £33L $90 to $93.

Imports.
Producers.
. Red ochre—

19
145 6,120

376
1,660 110,211

' Palladium; £stg.8i, S23 to $24. 
Rhodium: £stg.4O to £45, $125. 
Ruthenium: £stg.2O to £25, $90 to $93.

Murchison Minerals (1951), Cnr. Austin and Robinson Street:;, 
Weld Range, W.fi.).

J. E. Cassidy, Weld Range, W.A.
A. Pearson, Spallord, Tasmania.
R. J. Smith, C'pthalmia Range, W.A.

Cue, W,A. (leases at

Iridium: £stg.6O nom., $175 to $185.
Osmium: £stg.5O nom., $200 to $210 nom.
Osmiridium: Norn., Norn.

Platinum.
Quarter ended 

■ 30/9/52.
Hine months ended

Yellow ochre—
Zadow & Ball, Mindoolah, W.A.
Murchison Minerals (1951), Cnr. Austin and Robinso.n Streets, Cue, W.A. (leaF.er, at 

Weld Range, W.A.).
Production in New South Wales is from the Clen Innes, bubbo and Mudgee districts.

OZ. fine £,
30/'9/52.

OZ. fine £,

MOLYBDENUM.
Although it is understood th.at a price considerably higher than that over­

seas -was offered for domestic molybdenite, there was no production recorded 
during the third quarter of 1952. Domestic consumption of niolybdic oxide 
in trace element fertilisers is estimated at 7-8 tons of concentrate containing 
90 br MoSî per year.

Prcduction . .
Imports. 

'U.K.................
Hong Kong

2

2

65

65

Platinum and Platinum Group Metals.

239
132

371

/,803 
4,750

(.553
— fi

Production.
Osmiridium Cons,
Tas...........................

Imports.
U.K...........................

Exports.
U.K...................

10.7

210 8,868

40.46
136
550

1,487
23,754

É
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POTASH.
There is no production of potash salts in Australia and relatively larqe 
ntifipci hnvft io J

SALT.

quantities have to be imported.
The price of fertilizer grade potash ha.s remained unchanged in Victoria 

since January, 1952, when it was fixed «t £41 15 - per ton, f.o.b. Yarraville 
i\ortfi Geelong _ in buyer's own hag.g a discount of £3 3 6 is allowed

Statistical information is incomplete and no estimates of quarterly pro 
Quetien^ are available. Evaporating capacity is being extended in South

ca.sh discount of 5
in buyer's own hcig.s a discount of £3 3 6 is allowed, 

Dor ton is allov.'cd to the purcliaser

or
A

*
Australia and Victoria, and the eiiect on production will be noted in the 
current harvesting season.

Quarter ended 
30'9''52.

Imports Fertilizer Grade 
Chloride.

Fronce ,
1‘ed Rep. Germany .
Oihers . .

Torn

Qu liter ended
30 9 52

1.770

VA.

40,071

Ni-.e n.onihs ended 
30'9 52.

Ton.s £

Tonr, £.
Nine months ende u 

30,/9/52.

12,447
850
201

296,675
19,223
3.588

>
I

i

Production 
Imports.
Rock Sall 
UK..................

Table salt.
U.K,
Other Countrie.-

Tons.
n.a.

185

1
1.159 1,128

£

6.231

75 2,180
Ì

91.820
7

Total . .
Sulpholo ..
Chemical Grade

1.770
18

263
40,071

5,108 
33.830

13,498
693

1,691
319,486
21,385

227,867

»

Production of quartzite for 
N.S.W. amounted to *3,229 tons

QUARTZITE.

Total
Dairy Salt.

U.K.....................
Salt n.e.i. •

U.K, . .
Other Cour.trie;-

1 75 2,180

204

91,827

1,176

use in the manufacture of ferro-silicon in---------- 1 u-sincuii 11
statistics for qua7tzh¿'?<”ed“ fo\'otÍÍeV^’productioi

purposes are not available.
in I

526
1

2,873
25

1,601
1

11.900
32

Production.
New South Wale.:
Other States . . . .

Producers.

Quarter ended 
30 9 52.

Ton.n,

Nine months ended 
30/9,'52.

Ton.s.

Total , .

Exports.
Rock Salt. 
Nevz Guinea , 
Other Countrie.'

527 2,898 1,602

2 
1,550

11.93?.

24
6,228

3,274 
n.a.

8,020 
n.a.

Total ...
Table Salt.
New Guinea 
New Zealand 
Other Countriei- . .

35
3,878

85

665
18,785
1,493

1,552

89 
6,952 

243

6.252

1,705
32,843

3,127

Newbold General Refractories, P.O, Box 41, Mayfield IJ S W 
Ll haow rrrd ,-r>,Ì ‘ i^.o.vvLithgow and Nov/ra)

Mineral Ply. Ltd., 318 Botany Road, Alexandria, N.S.W. (lease at Lithgow).
(leases at Rock Flat,

ROCK PHOSPHATE.

Total . .
Salt n.e.i.
New Guinea .
New Zealand 
Fiji.......................
Other Countries

3,998

28 
3.061

94
20

20.943

433 
17,086 
1,065

253

7,284

165 
9,401

288
69

37,675

2,455
49,617

3,247
1,668

Small quantities of rock phosphate minedoiran qucmtities oí rock phosphate mined in South Australia and New South Woles are used in the metallurgical industry. Reserves 
and are of such a grade as to make it unsuitable 
ported rock, lor use in the nianiifacturf

are too small

Total 3,203 18,837 ■ 9,923 56,987

For the

-, compared with the im- 
of superphosphate.

„1 L , year commencing 1st July, 1952, the selling price of hiqh-arade 
phosphate rock (Nauru, Ocean Island and Christmas " ’ ’ ’
duced from 145 - to 125 - per ton. Island) has been re-

Quarter ended 
30 '9 '52.

Production
Imports.

Nauru . , 
Christmas Is. 
Gilbert S Ellice Is. 
-Others...............

Tons.
n.a.

212,065
82,706
65,413

£.

358,051
222,397
148,608

Total . 360,184 729,056

rJlne months ended 
30/9./52.

Tons.

3,054(i)

461,255
175,006
151.800

6,397

794,458

£.

783,563
500,830
359,386

51,361

1,695,140

Principal Producers.
Bowen Salt Lid, P.O. Box 62, Bowen, Queensland.
Cheetham Salt Pty. Ltd., Box 272, Geelong, 'Vic. (evaporating pans at Geelong and 

Laverton).
Australian Salt Co. Ltd. (Lake Bumbunga, Lake Fowler, Lake MacDonnell and Kangaroo 

Island, S.A.).
I.C.I. Alkali (Aust.) Ply. Ltd., 380 Collins .Street, Melbourne, Vic. (pans at Price. S A., 

salt lakes in N.VV. Victoria).

SERPENTINE.

There was no recorded production of serpentine in the third quarter of
Relatively small tonnages are obtained from the Tamworth district, 

N.S.W., for use in the manufacture of refractory bricks.
1952.

Production

Quarter ended 
30/9/52.

Tons.

Nine months ended 
30/9/52.

Tons.
175
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Production icr tiro
SILLIMANITE.

87

•no first and .so--' 
-septembor, 1952,

Mo Ilia.

iia qujrte:
.d ..lu i.'-ter.', rut t'

.[.'■eater Iran

!;I52.

r.: i;
,vo sillimanite ..; exported 

aider refer to a .k .r-jlinmed (partl-z ae ■
file product,lion staiisti--:

lell.n i pnr-c quoted i.-.
Australian siflminp.ito, 0
Thackaimga Sydn: ■ato

tenii.e; 1

.oneider<;k iy iov.'er than in
SULPHUR.

•6 S ■ pet ton, t . r Ri,

Production 
Imports.

Exports.
Í ipan

Producers.
Au.-.îr ilnri bn iu..*.-

SA), 
Thackarinj.3 Syn ii

fAine production, 
roase in -ompari.son

'-'-■d t’;o 0:

r- i.:e n.ne 
ok- ci 1951

ended 30t};

:: fi'jurc.--. quoted fiere 
m.an.ite not in.-luded in »

Thc Sulp.hur C''!:.; 
announced ti’.at tiie A- 
1953 IS 37,500 ton- - 
■c.-urces

:n; OÍ tr Intcrnotional IZatorials Conierence ha.'
.'.'in uilccotion of r.iilp’iur foi' the first quarter of

32,000 tons lias keen alienated from American

Au •trihan ¡nd .,"

ten Hill
rd ti

T - , 
175

3C a c.

4
icral.c r; I. lor Soutri

Port Adelaide
illiiiiariite to

n. n’hi: ended
30 9 52

909

.01

£ I
I

76 ;

831
i

■■cjI. LL 65 G; t Crc-A'ic.’d.
Cerror

SILVER.

1
I

lor tl e Liird quarter !US2 shov-ed an -apr-rettable in 
. tneo '■ ------ l-ifi earlier quarter.; tiio-,-eat and the rrcd'ictmr•ar 1952 may exceed 1 1 million ti.. a..u i.ie prcauctionitio veci:

■apprec.idblo

ounces, ■¡ he .mmea.ie 1.-. prin-icaìlv due to
- n • 7---- ----------- '■•“n.centrQte.; in Ml-.v .Srngb Wale-'

:ro,„ R3Z5 „ 85.25 pï“

Miprovod output OÍ ìeud anj ziU'-
devcloi.'od

centsp ------ ri:e I
■ rom b 1 per fine oun-;o ir. the United Kimdoni.

pe: ounce
tf.o locu:

eu;

>

Quarter ''»n
30 9 52

Tiio Fh.ospliato C- 
tfie arrival of a s.t.irm 
sulphuric acid iimnut

■: Jhve Co. ci Au.-t. Ltd,, leefong, have announced
pyrite coiT’cntrates fror, hh í/orqan for use in

oxchusively on imported .'uli
Price. Tlie Fsjol t -t 

no* been subject |c m

Production.
P-
P’i

y

Telai

■CC!

Imports.
Sull :hur
Unitnd State.- 
’••7 pan .

T • H.

Th^

-'?O c{ :*U 
.der^'

tir

S,' 844
.; 873

.55 717

3 'P3

..9

■3 to zinc concentrât
.itilined in th*- n’.ani

y had, .since 1947, boon operating

;ed at £25 pe: ton on 1st July, 1952, has

30 9 52 
S cement.

25 278
9.1!

76,199

7,550

.7-1 102

28 266

Tor..-

14Î 19i
6.444

'.•17,635

s a

30 9 '52
3. content

■ tn,' enàe -'

67,732
2,065

69 797

312,096
196,922

509,018

rind {re-

62 476
4,164

66 640

62 476
4 164

66.640

v.-hich the ;-uIphur

767,785
196,922

964.707

content

Production.
Mino
Hofinod bilvci

Imports.
Guinoa

Other .Coiintric.

Total
Exports.

•UK ,
Honq Kona

Tho.se ligu-..-: i.
• ■ ported.

ir.cl'i

Principal Producers.
Lead-zinc mineis at

Mt. Isa. Queen::]
Smelters and Refiners.

Oz. 
line

O:
3Q 9 52

e.-. dod

Producers.
Suiph'.jr.

There i.: no pro iucticn of ele:
sole ispscy ci the E;
Itrcc*, Melbo'jrro

IlIíut in At 
nto Commi:

nlia import of sulph-.ir i;-, threaah the 
llenera, Phosphate Hcuse, 515 Collin.-

3 171.041
1 824 431

8 5.-9 .285»
■1 998 565*

Morr.crmn (dcld t.
L'lk'"- ' 
biour.

Gecr-ce Mino.; Pt'

15 800
6 609
3 964

26,373

1 563,656

1,563 656

5.742
2.508
1.420

9,670

586 748

586,748

the silver cor.'or.t of lead k-j!li.o

Broken Hill, Lev.- Soiil.h ■'.Valen 
!an-3 Rosebery, Tar.irnnia

Royal Mints, Melbourne and Perth,

44 556
43 398

6 573

9-Í ."ia?

4,186 552
49 262

4 235,814

Cartami- Flat ’

Electrolytic Refining and Smelting Co Port Kembla. He-/.- Scuth

16 750 
16484 
2,408

35 642

1,603 897
18 986

1,622,883

tcr.ce.’itrato.s

Ss'rih W-ile.s;

I

*

Mots
Morn ■in b 
Lvcll îZini

Ltd . C-
.ne.- LH Í 
n and Ra:

tail
-. \VA

Flat. NSW.
Morían Qunonrland.

■av C''- Lt.-l, Queen.cte^ r. Ta.sniar.i,a

Zinc ccncontrnto.
3ee ' Lo-ad."

SUPERPHOSPHATE.

Statistics to hand at file end of the third quarter, 1952, indicate that the 
production of .sueernhosr.hate for 1952, will be approximately the same as 
in 1951, viz. 1,590,000 ton.s.

Price.s Commissioners in the various States have approved the following 
nett cash prices for superphosphate: --

Queensland 272 9, per ton, ex v.-orks, in new jute bags.
Nev/ South Wales 300 6 per fen, ex works, in new jute bags (pool price) .
Victoria -285 per ton, ex works, in new jute bags.
Tasmania 242 per ton, at users’ nearest railway siding.
South Australia 288 6, per ton, ex v/orks, in new jute bags.
Eyre Peninsula- 292 5, per ton, ex works, in new jute bags.
Western Australia- 318 -. per ton, ex works, in new jute bags.
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Production 
Exports.

Ti'rritorif.
Other BritinJi Ccuntr

Total

Quarter eneded 
30 9 '52

Ton.'

360 400

3 
. 080

' 51
-2,822

: 083 .’2 873

TALC.

l.'ine months, er.dci 
30/9 52,

Tenn 

i ¡88,300

15
1,080

1.095

;s-5:£S.sa5SSisis.,sat ilie end oi ihe

£

263
22,822

23,085

, »
h
I

Quarter ended 
30 9'52,

¡ba.

rjine months ended

Sinr-e November, 1952 the 
tuoted b’.z M'-I,eod 5 Co. at £30 t.n t und

10 - and £20 c.er ton
¡ird grade talc Jias lueen

respectively.

I

!

Production.
T lie ‘

■nrlcr i r.
•0.8 y .'.me months, er.-je ■ 

30 9 i,;’
T f

T-r,:

Imports.
!';• 1. i. Ch-

Export.s.
'1. jJk

Producers.
Á Be 
Univr.(

1(1 tin 1

r.- t! Mili' 
y 5 r. .1!

I C' 1
Bn 1

»V h
1.‘ -i . T.’i

. 314

3

: ..9

6 007
96

6 103

31
9

14

-10

I
373
3
419

1 O ■ .

ich
•r f r-. Tici:

1 1 r-ii

A ' I.’ :
A S' ;; •

1 685, /
■ti Fill •

:;•■.• urr- at T s
C-h-rr,.- :

Ba'.' -m i I d • •'; 11 f- 'T-h-.-n,

Tiiere •.-. 
during -lie

TANTALUM AND COLUMBIUM.
a. 1 ,1 
t.r.f

:C’J ■-■■ten! dc'-iiiiO .r.

by tiie Dep.artinent.'
iree quarter.;

'.Ltrir ci t-j:

columbite --i 
and should t

o: f.
.trato is

m.es
ver'/

parties.
c --ondi' -¡ve to 's

Tr.e
:.JVC :

accord
tille t.’.d

I

some i
. . It t. I- been rep-.rted tr:
otate.s will eitner eiirr.

trice r-.nq ctiered 
a able. ,4 ; 74p . ,
rodu.'ficn. riowevcr

’• i to Inc data roc;
xed

•3td I»

le
small, by

rr ■

these mixed-------  con •••••n’rates tu; 
thi.s report, and there may be

.nate or '•or' -;der.abi-

paid by the United St at'..'
; Irrere 
iev.- i: -_

',<• reauce
Airninistraiion in tiie L

ig.- rcen
.nd.s for It

ill cause a drop in

te.
no ''cn

hie UP

1 on 
,Iir::.'

i-s bc.na
rtion

r
' de:

:d

redim'ion si the L 
pri'e

t

Production.
W.A. (a) . .

(b) ..

Ta..O.',+Nbi.O5 
content.

lbs.
30'9/52.
Ta,.Or,-(-Nb,.O,-, 

content.

2,442 1,724 8,126
6,373

4,930
4,649

Total
(a) Concentrates 

Greenbushe.i
.separated Irom

2.442 1,724 14,499
lir.-tantaliie-colnmbite concen'nte.s produced at

9,639

(b) Tanlalilo-colun.bite 
Exports.

UK,
Principal Producers.

cor.cop/r.-
Cv.-t

13
£ 

1,128
C^//t

38
£ 

2,327

AmalcfarnatoH Tin LH . Gr?

Production of ismelted tin 5
241 tons over that in 195!

i.-.trcili'i

TIN.
'ne year 1952 wa.s 1,700 tons, an increase of

By early ¡953, domestic stock.; -.vere sufliciently
reduced and importation •.•/as re.tumed Output of tin in concentrate at 382 ton.' 
for the third quarter of tiie year v/a.; ratiier fc-.'/oi, but th.is was to be expected as
Tableland Tin closed its dredge in July ;oi
reported that dred iing ■.vili be n

removal tc a ne-,'.’ .site, it ha.s been

meeting of t!:e Intern, 
March, 1953

export also at plie.; t / 
containing art re • able

Durin-f the latter p-

il "r.c, p"id-.' Grom
•d iboiit the middle oí 1953.

•//ill fc.
The next

b.eld in London in

•ent’ jtes und ■t .el’fd tin i.s controlled control o!

met a dele.ntirn ‘t .in tiie Tin
•ontrol of tin and y

.I'milar d.. '-i nor.
liiat the Tin Preduce;
•gse for p'sesenf m.

Price. Tr.e
11,100 p-r t ;r. 

remain; i:n--;;a 
'•h.s.'ngc, al •h.e 
York Irie RFC 
■ tell ver •/

in ¡ea

mi

in-a se-’cnd
■r le.^ -• t.n

■i I'iSii tiie 1.'.
d'

residue- ind to alloir scrap

s,tor tor Mati ¡1 Development
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■. i-
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•/a,- i..-! I r-er tun 
n- -.ver-' 121 5’' z-pp.

trio producer 
ill50 per ton) 
na.- been little

In Ue-/.- 
f-r spe*

33 9 52

Mine Production.

Smeltyr Production 
Impvts.

SJihcr .r."

Exports T.r.

■J K
’•fir'r C- . r

35- 4T’4-‘ =
3/

t"-* 5C.-

29

43-'
4

436

£

207 "4
6 6.1

2!.3f3

500 •! : ■;
158

Principal Producerx, 
At. " ylr- T.i. I

Smelters.
Inev Sm-sm ;
T Lemrri- -e 5
Pah ‘ Fv irm S u-h .V
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The outpi;* r 1 Inn.
TUNGSTEN.

incTCYíDo ovn-r t.'i' 
fiicíiníriinrvj in •:

;!cn
[ i--V!uì:; -'lumi,

:o;!tr .itcn : the ;ird quarter, 1952, .showed
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Principal Buyers.
Derby & Co.. Adelaide
O. T. Lempriere & Co,, SydiIney,
B-iti.sh Metal Corporation, Sydney,
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Smelters and Reiiner.
Electrolytic Zinc Co, ol Au:;lralia Ltd , Risdon, Tasmania,
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