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INQUIRIES
/T you want to know more about these statistics ring Mr M. Ferguson on Canhi^,
Oi/r State office, or write to Inforniatiorr Services, ABS, P.O. Box tO, Belconnen, A.C.T. '16, I
For copies of this publication contact information Services, Canberra 526627 or State offices.

MAIN FEATURES

Colour televisions, stainless steel and ta'pels all showed 
a sigi.ificaiit decrease in the level of orders oiitslaiiding.

Carpet yarns and leather fuotballs showed an increase in 
the level of orders outstanding.

EXPLANATORY NOTES

liitroducliun
This publication pi ovules. lot seleck'd

cuiiiinodilies, preliminary csttinales of the lesel of 
nniH<rt orders oiitstuiidiiif; and not cleared tlirougli
/Australian Cuslonis al 30
comparative purposes, details

Novetnbei
of

1079. ¡'or
linporl ordeis

outstanding for previous periods together with import 
clearances during recent nioiilhs. are also shown.

2. Hie estimates of import orders outslaiidnig and 
not cleared have been derived from the iiioiillily Survey 
of Inipurt Orders, through which iiiformatioti is supplied 
hy either complete collections or stratified random 
samples of enteiprises engaged in iuiporling the selected 
coniniodities. The Survey is designed Io facilitate short 
term predictions of significant changes in the level ol 
future imports fur selected coiiiiiiiidilies. fhe individual 
commodities cuvered in Ihis publication were chosen in
consultation with appropriate Croveniment iuitlioniieü
and are subject to change from lime to time, 
circunistanees change.

as

3. The selected cuiiiinodilies listed are NOT
intended Io represent all 
consequently, movements i

coinniiiditics imported; 
the lipiires for these

cointnodilics should not be taken as being indicative ol 
the general trend of imports.

4. Unless otherwise staled these statistics exclude
all goods imported duty-free under Customs by-law 
provisions, including guvcriiineiit uiipons, and ccitain
other goods such as goods entered under security lor
re-export or re-imported after repair overseas.

5, I'.stiiniites of iinporl orders uiHsiiiiiding ami imi 
cleared will probabiy dittcr from tuluii' .¡tli'a! inipuit 
clL’arances, due Io '
. new orders being placed and subsei|Ui‘iitly clcuivd 

wilhiii the pailiciilui timepeiiod.
. imports being cleared by new or cuNiial nnpuitci , 
. iirder.s being cancelled tn revised ul aii\ Tldi’C

Description of Icriii.s
b. Inipnrts deareii (o 
Australian ( iistoins lor home
directly on arrival in -Xustialia or tiuiii Co 
Details of cleaiaiiccs shown ni ilio piif
dit'liT fjuiii the ABS's oilicia)

ods ele.!ied Ihouigli 
coiisiuiipll -!• Icllhe:

Olli - !-. .|idl

it.ituti. Hl r
cleared lor home consumplion h-.-, iiise ihev li.o . f 
adjusted to esclude various c .ri t pt o i-.-, ni i:..;,-:; 
listed in paiagrapli 4 above

liiipiirt urh rs , iiiislaihfiii.e and cut clean d

■Il

The jggrcg.ile iil lirni ordeis placed uvetsea, tor goods
dial aie e.xpceli'd Io be cleared tlireiieli Aho
Cnstoins 
allowance

any time •liter Ilie date spenliedi
fur cinicellutunis, and iiicliidiiic

laiiilcd hill held in (Tistoiiis hniid

Prceisiiin of the estimates
X.

drill

iiiiporl.-

i stiiiiales for those ciiiniiiodilies deiinled in the
lable.s by (b) have been derived Ironi ialoi unit ion 
supplied by a siiiiiple of cnlerpiises; coiiseqiieiilly ihev 
may differ from the results winch w.uihl have been
ohlaiiicd hy a complete collection. A iiieasiitc 
likely difference is given hy the slandaid cuoi •

of the 
01 each

estniiute. ! bere are abolii 2 chauces in .1 ihat a -.ii.iple 
esliniale will dilfei froiii thè resulfs wliicb would he 
oblaiiied fiom a coniplelc colieclion hy less llian I 
standanl error, and 19 chances in 20 tlial tlic diffeience 
woidd he less ihaii 2 slaiidaid errore.

Both esliiiiates of level Olili CSiltllal’-
percentage change from base nioniii are 'lUbjeci li«
sampling variabilit>. For example. U’llsldvl the
coitiinodity ‘carpets iind carpet tiles'. Ilie Novciiiher 
estimate of total import orders outstanding is 1.1)00 
sq III with a standard error ol I7K.O()0 sq ni. Hus iiicaus
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that there are 2 chances in 3 that a complete collection 
would give an estimate in the range 2,793,000 sq ra to 
3,149,(XX) sq m and 19 chances in 20 tliat the estimate 
would be in the range 2,615,000 sq m to 3,327,000 sq 
m. .Similarly, the November estimate of percentage 
change from base month (June) of +2.8% has a standard 
error ol 2.7%. In other words there are 2 chances in 3 
that a complete collection would give an estimate in the 
range +0.1% to +5.5% and 19 chances in 20 that the 
estimate would he in the range -2.6% to +8.2%.

10. Sampling variability, which is measured by the 
standard error, should not be confused with inaccuracies
that may occur because of imperfections in reporting by- .........f-»» isuf,
businesses. Inaccuracies of this kind arc referred to as
the non-sampling error, and they can occur in any 
enumeration whether it is a complete collection 
sample.

or a

Commodities
II. The selected commodities for which statistics

are shown in this publication are listed below, together 
with their definitions in terms of the Tariff 
Iteins/Statistical Keys of the Australian Customs Tariff.

Related publications
12. All current publications produced by the ABS 
are listed in Calaluguc of Publications (1101.0) which is 
available free of charge from any ABS office.

Symbols and other usages

n.a. not available
ii.p. not available for separate publication (but 

included in totals where applicable)
. . not applicable
p preliminary - figure or series subject to revision 
r figure or series revised since previous issue
- nil or less than half the final digit shown
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R.J. CAMERON 
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I
COMMODITY
Wool carpet yarns
Hand knitting yarns
Polyester/cot ton blend yarns, 20 tex 

arid finer, not pul up for retail sale
Tufted and axminsler carpets in tolls and 

carpet tiles
Stainless steel hoop, stnp, sheets and plates
Air conditioners: portable or fixed window type 
Television receivers, colour; complete, viewable 
screen less than 48cm

Television receivers, colour; complete, viewable 
screen 48c ni

Television receivers, colour; complete, viewable 
screen exceeding 48cm

Commercial-type motor vehicles less than 2.72 
tonnes gross vehicle weight; new, assembled

Four-wheel drive motor vehicles;
new, assembled

Battery operated works trucks
Oval shaped leather footballs

TARIFF ITEM(S)/STATIST1CAL KEY(S)
53 06.900.030/.052,53.07.910.042/ 064
53.07.910.086/.097,53.10.900,56.06.300, part ol .6.06.900

56.05.900.695
I

58.02.400
73.15.300
84.12.190.013/.024 

85.15.100.891 

85.15.100.916 I
85.15.100.938 

87.02.210.053, 87.02.310 I

87.02.320.064, 87.02.390 317

9706: i M.ÎtÎ' 5 •
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TABLE 1. IMPORT ORDERS OUTSTANDING FOR SELECTED COMMODITIES, WHICH ARE EXPECTED TO BE CLEARED DURING THE SUBSEQUENT FOUR MONTHS 
JLTME TO NOVEMBER 1979

Orders outstanding at end of month

Commodity
Unit of 

quantity

J979

June July August September October

----------------- Standard 
error of 

November
November estimate

% change from base month (a/

1979

July August

■ Standard 
error of 

November
September October November % change

Wool carpet yarns
Hand knitting yarns (b)
Polyester/cotton blend yarns, 20 

tex and finer (b) (c)
Tufted and ax minster carpets in rolls 
and carpet tiles (b)
Stainless steel hoop, strip, sheets and plates
Air conditioners; portable or fixed 
window type

Television receivers, colour; complete, 
viewable screen less than 48cm 
viewable screen 48cm 
viewable screen exceeding 48 cm
Total

Commercial-type motor vehicles less than 2.72 
tonnes gross vehicle weight; new, assembled 

Four-wheel drive motor vehicles; new, 
assembled

Battery operated w’orks trucks (d)
Oval sltaped leather footballs (d)

tonne 
tonne

tonne

’000 sq m 
tonne

no.

no.
no.
no.
no.

no.

no.
no.
no.

725
193

756
373

r809
404

r690
393

118
380

P
987
476

+4.3
+93.3

+ 11.6
+109.3

-4.8
+ 103.6

+ 7.3
+96.9

+36.1
+ 146.6 3.Î

r2,236 r2,296 r2,498 tl,123 2,633 2,695 24 + 11.7 +21.8 + 17.8 +20,5

2,831
2.800

3,135
2.600

3,320
2.950

3.277
r2.800

3,012
2.650

2,705
2,200

IZ8 + 10.7 + 17.3
+5.4

+ 15.8 +6.4
-5.4

-4.5
-21.4

3.0

39,200

55,100 
n.p. 
n.p.

68,850

8,000

8.600
n.a.
n.a.

r57.000 r76,600 r70.400 57,300 45.800 +45.4 +95.4 +79.6 +46.2 +16.8

59,100 
n.p. 
n.p.

72,750

68,700 
n.p. 
n.p.

82,950

78.900 
n.p. 
n.p.

92,500

79,900 
n.p. 
n.p.

91,300

70,700 
n.p. 
n.p.

78, 700

+7.3 +24.7

■>■20.5

+43.2

■/■34.4

+45.0

+32.6

+28.3

+14.3

7,050

7,700
n.a.
n.a.

6,600

7.450
n.a.
n.a.

8,250 8,600 9,800 -11.9 +3.1 ?.5 +22.5

9,050 
r37O

47.000

8,650
340

72.000

9,500
340

111.000

-10.5 +5.2 +0.6
-8.1

+53.2

+ 10.5
-8.1

+136.2

(a) For each of the selected commodities, the base month is the month to which (he first published figure in the current orders outstanding series relates, e.g. for 
hand knitting yarns the base month is June, for battery operated works trucks the base month is September, (b) Based on a sample — see Explanatory Notes, 
paragraphs 8 and 9. (c) Statistics include goods that wi’l be cleared under by-law. (d) This commodity was first surveyed in September 1 979.
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Commodity
Unit of 

quantity

TABLE 2. TOTAL IMPORT ORDERS OUTSTANDING l OR SELECTED COMMODITIES 
___________ JUNE TO NOVEMBER 1979

Total orders outstandinf' at end of monlft

1979

June July August September October .November

Standard 
error of 

November 
estimate

% change from hase month fa}

1979

July August September October

Standard 
error of 

November
November % change

Wool carpet yarns
Hand knitting yarns (b)
Polyester/cotton blend yarns. 20 te.x
and finer (b) (c)

Tufted and axminster carpets in rolls 
and carpet tiles (b)

Stainless steel hoop, strip, sheets and plates 
Airconditioners; portable or fixed 
window type

Television receivers, colour: complete, 
viewable screen less than 48cm 
viewable screen 48cni 
viewable screen exceeding 48cni

Total

Commercial-type motor vehicles less than 2.72 
tonnes gross vehicle weight; new, assembled (d) 

Four-wlieel drive motor vehicles: new, 
assembled (e)

Battery operated works trucks (f)
Oval shaped leather footballs (f)

tonne
tonne

lonne

’000 sq in 
tonne

no.

no.
no.
no.
no.

no.

no.
no.
no.

I 
1

V.

817
193

R09
n.p.

r855
n.p.

r747
n.p.

869 1,094 
n.p.

-1.0
n.p.

+4.7
n.p.

-8.6 
n.p.

+6.4
n.p.

+33.9 
n.p. n.p.

r2.887 r2,922 r3,074 r3,395 3,657 3,816 24 + 1.2 +6.5 + 17.6 +26.7 +32,2 4.6

2,890
3,700

3,229
3,450

3,409
3,700

3,415
r3.650

3,294
3,600

2,971
3.000

178 + 11.7
-6.8

+ 18.0 + 18.2
-1.4

+ 14.0
2.7

+2,8
-18.9

2.7

58,200

74,200
18,400
2,750

95,.?50

8,nOÜ

9.400
n.a.
n.a.

r76,000 r79,7OO r74,100 n.p. +30.6 +36.9 + 27.3 n.p. n.p.

77,200
16,500
2.750

96,450

83.300
13,500
2,750

99,550

87,400
12,000
2,250

101,650

10,600
1,450

100.750

75,500
9,550
1.300

86.350

+4.0
10.3

+ 12.3
-26.6

+7.2 ■>■4.4

+ 17.8
-34.8
-18.2

+6.6

+19.5
-42.4
-47.3

+J.7

+1.8
-48.1
-52.7
~9.4

7,050 6,600 n.p. n.p. n.p. -11.9 -17.5 n.p. n.p. n,p.

8,300
n.a.
n.a.

7.700 
n.a. 
n.a.

n.p.
r570

76,300
550

97,900

9.800
610

126,000

-11.7 -18.1 n.p. n.p.
-3.5

+28.3

+4.3
+7.0

+65.1

H the base month is the month to which the first pubiished figure in the current orders outstanding series relates eg for
Slabs Ls in l‘d "’""it ¡1 .“"'’ll h' '7 ’’ September, (b) Based on a sample - see Explanatory Notes, par.-graphs 8 and 9 (c)
h a r , 2^71, November 1979 there were 1,150 light commercial-type ntolor vehiclt held in Customs’bond, (e) At the end of November 1979 there were 2,100 four-wheel drive motor vehicles held in CusK.ms bond, (f) This commodity was first surveyed in September

i



Commodity

Wool carpet yarns
Hand knitting yarns
Polyester/cotton blend yarns, 20 

tex and finer (d)
Tufted and axminster carpets in rolls 
and carpet tiles
Stainless steel hoop, strip, sheets and plates
Air conditioners; portable or fixed 
window type
Television receivers, colour; complete, 

viewable screen less than 48cm 
viewable screen 48cm 
viewable screen exceeding 48cm 
Total

Commercial-type motor vehicles less than 2.72 
tonnes gross vehicle weight; new. assembled 
Four-wheel drive motor vehicles; new, assembled 
Battery operated works trucks 
Oval shaped leather footballs (e)

TABLE 3. IMPORT CLEARANCES FOR SELECTED COMMODITIES (a) 
DECEMBER 1978 TO NOVEMBER 1979(c)

1978
t/nrr of------------------------------------------------------------
quantity December January February March

tonne 
tonne

tonne

’000 sq m 
tonne

no.

no.
no.
no.
no.

no.
no.
no.
no.

1979

April May June July Auguit September October November

222
126

527

644
450

8,550

14,300
4,050
1,200

79.550

1,650
1,800

70
n.a.

125
83

395

721
1,050

7,200

8,250

3,100
350

77,700

2,000
2,350

80
n.a.

210
112

371

701
640

2,900

11,200
2,550

650
14.400

2,200
1,650

40
n.a.

144
138

226
70

191
194

175
93

330
96

321
39

236
124

274
108

296
173

534

529
900

1,300

10,400
4.450

250
15.100

2,150
2,150

70
n.a.

872

608
740

210

10,100
2,800

400
13.300

1,250
1,650

30
n.a.

673

756
720

670

9,700
3,750

130
13,580

2,700
2.300

40
n.a.

776

717
530

3,100

15,300
2,300
1,100

IS. 700

2,300
1,950

40
n.a.

526 712 691 844 804

853
1,050

2.100

16,400
5,100

450
27.950

2.950
3.400

30
9.050

980
390

739
560

1,356
710

1,194
580

9,900 9,900 17,200 19,200

14,200
4,300

230
18.730

13,700
3,150

250
17,100

16,100
1.750

190
18,040

21,900
3,850

140
25,890

2,050
2,650

50
9,950

1,500
1,900

30
2,450

2,450
2,000

70
6,450

2,000
1,700

50
6,200

(a) Unless otherwise stated, statistics exclude goods entered duty-free under Customs by-law provisions, (c) Statistics are preliminary and subject to revision, 
(d) Statistics include by-law clearances, (e) Prior to July 1979, statistics were not separately recorded.

i



TABLE 4. COMPARISON OF IMPORT ORDERS OUTSTANDING AND SUBSEQUENT CLEARANCES, FOR SELECTED COMMODITIES (a)

Commodity
Unit of 
quantity

Order­
clearance 

lag fcl 
(months)

Orders out­
standing at 

30 April 1979 
expected to 
be cleared

Actual 
clearances

Orders out­
standing at 

31 May 1979 
expected to 
be cleared

adCiUfl/ 
clearances

Orders out­
standing at 

30 June 1979 
expected to 
be cleared

Actual 
clearances

Orders out­
standing at 

31 July 1979 
expected to 
be cleared

Actiial 
clearances

Between 1 May and 
31 August 1979

Between 1 June and 
30 September 1979

Between 1 July and 
31 October 1979

Between 1 August and 
30 November 1979

Wool carpet yarns
Hand knitting yarns (b)
Polyester/cotton blend yarns, 20 
tex and finer (b)

Tufted and ax minster carpets in rolls 
and carpet tiUs (b)

Stainless steel hoop, strip, sheets and plates
Air conditioners; portable or fixed 
window type

Television jeceivers, colour; complete, 
viewable screen less than 48cm 
viewable screen 48cm 
viewable screen exceeding 48cm

Total
Commercial-type motor vehicles less than 2.72 
tonnes gross vehicle weight; new, assembled

Four-wheel drive motor vehicles; new, assembled

tonne 
tonne

tonne

’000 sq m 
tonne

no.

no.
no.
no.
no.

no.
no.

2-4
3-5

2-5

2-4
4-5

3-4

4-5
4-5
3-4
3’5

2-4
3-4

n.a.
36P

n.a.

2,468
2,500

11,800

54,200 
n.p. 
n.p.

72,200

8,950
8,550

P 
1,016 

422

2,687

3,307 
2.700

15,700

55.500
15,400

1,900
72,800

10,000
10,300

n.a. 
240

n.a.

2,714
2,300

29,700

55,500 
n.p. 
n.p.

70,200

8,550
8,250

1,062 
352

2,705

3,289
2,500

25,000

^00 
14,800 
2,000 

76,500

8,850
9,950

125
193

P 
1,161 

367
756
373

P 
1,127 

443

r2,236

2.831
2,800

39,200

55,100 
n.p. 
n.p.

68,850

8,000
8,600

2,773

3,929
2.700

39,200

60,300
14,300

1,100
75,700

8,950
9,950

r2,296

?,13S 
2.6Ù0

r5 7,000-

59,100 
n.p. 
n.p.

72.750

7,050
7,700

3,051

4,265
2,250

56,300

65,800
13,000

810
79,610

8,000
8,300

(a) Sae Explanatory Notes, paragraph S. (b) Based on a sample - see Explanatory Notes, paragraphs 8 and 9. (c) Order-clearance lag is the expected time lag between placement 
of a firm order and the subsequent Customs clearance.
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