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PREFACE

i One class of literature with which the research worker should be
! familiar is the theses or dissertations having a bearing on his subject.
These normally unpublished works are, however, usually ignored by
bibliographies and manuscript catalogues alike, and many a doctoral
. candidate has prepared his thesis unaware of the existence of other
. studies having a direct or indirect relation to his own.

Though it is now a decade ago, I can still recollect the astonishment
of a post-graduate student on his way to study a New Guinea community
when told that a thesis on it had already been written. In the inter-

- vening years the astonishment has been more often my own at the
waste of research funds and the second-rate, and at times inaccurate,
research that can result from the unawareness of existing documenta-
tion; for example I have at the moment on my desk for report a thesis
which shows no knowledge of there being several others already
written of direct relevance to it. Perhaps the classic example is that in
which a dissertation already presented at one university was plagiar-
ised by a student at another, and the fraud remained undetected until
the oral.

Yet scholars, and their supervisors, are not entirely to be blamed
when the researches of others multiply at an ever-increasing rate and,
deposited in typescript in some university library, can be traced
only after an inordinate expenditure in time and money. Admittedly
some countries, and notably the United States, issue cumulative
thesis catalogues, but these have to be scanned for each year and the
indexing can be misleading for Pacific specialists.

Even by 1955 the growing number of theses on the Pacific Islands
had led to a demand for a regional catalogue, which was partially
met by the publication under the writer’s direction of an Index of Soczal
Science Theses on the South Pacific! Increasing realisation of the unique
potential of Oceania as a vast laboratory for both the social and natural
scientist, as well as the modern trend towards inter-disciplinary
studies, now calls for a more comprehensive inventory, which the
present work attempts to supply. It is a most striking indication of
the growth of interest in Pacific studies that the list should consist of
over 1,000 entries, and that they are no longer virtually confined to
dissertations generating from the field research of social anthropolo-
gists, but cover the whole range of scholarly inquiry.

The catalogue is based on the microfilm Library of Theses on the

1South Pacific Commission Technical Paper No. 102 (Noumea, South Pacific
Commission, 1957).
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Pacific Islands maintained by the Department of Pacific History of
the Australian National University and supplemented by an examina-
tion of all available thesis catalogues, requests for supplementary
information forwarded to universities known to be interested in post-
doctoral Pacific studies, and a list of German theses kindly prepared
and forwarded by Dr Gerd Koch, the Pacific specialist at the Museum
fur Volkerkunde in Berlin. To Dr Koch and the many university
scholars and librarians who dealt with our importunities so thoroughly
and courteously our sincere thanks are due, with a special vote for
Miss Janet Bell, in charge of the Hawaiian and Pacific Islands collec-
tions of the University of Hawaii Library, whose contribution went
far beyond even a librarian’s conception of duty. Our gratitude is
also due to Miss Margaret Rodger, Reference Librarian, Massey
University of Manawatu. As we were going to press we heard from
Miss Rodger that she was engaged on a similar project, though more
limited in scope. With commendable generosity, she abandoned her
project and forwarded to us her entries, of which twenty were found
to be unrecorded. They have now been added.

Practical experience gained in assisting students engaged in Pacific
studies has indicated that for ease of reference the catalogue should
be divided geographically rather than by subject, since the majority
of inquirers seek to know everything written on the area in which !
they are interested, regardless of topic. In only two instances were
the entries on any sub-region or island group so numerous that a
further break-down by subject category seemed desirable. Within each
section the order is strictly alphabetical by author. .

The catalogue lists all doctoral theses on the region that could be |
discovered, together with Master of Arts theses or their equivalent
in other schools (M.Sc., M. Litt., M.B.A,, etc.), a few university prize -
essays and B.A.(Hons) and Dip. Ed. theses considered to be significant '
contributions to knowledge. Entries marked with an asterisk are in :
reality long essays rather than theses and are included only when
considered of sufficient value to researchers; but it is possible that .
others also fall into this category and should have been noted.

It is recognised that only doctoral theses are necessarily original
contributions to knowledge and that those submitted for sub-doctoral
degrees are of more uneven quality. Nevertheless the best Masters
theses will be found to be up to the standard of a Ph.D. dissertation
in all but length and even the worst contain some information of
value to other researchers, if only a bibliography giving references
which might otherwise be missed.

In the case of Hawaii all theses below the doctoral level are necessarily
selective, and those whose themes are unconnected with the Pacific
Islands or are of purely local interest (e.g. studies of college algebra
or school cafeterias) are excluded. This was unavoidable in view
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of the vast output of dissertations from the University of Hawaii,
and is fortunately of less consequence since these can be picked up
by those interested from the lists contained in The Dictionary Catalog
of the Hawaiian Collection,® supplemented by the entries published
periodically in Current Hawaiiana. Similarly, in the case of New Zealand,
only theses concerned with the Maori or other immigrant groups
from the Pacific Islands have been included.

Of theses which are known to have been subsequently published,
. the publication details have been included whenever they could be
ascertained. It is seldom, however, that a thesis is published in the
form in which it was originally submitted to the examiners, and most
of them will be found to have been extensively revised and usually
shortened. Research workers will often, therefore, find it necessary
to consult both the printed work and the original thesis on which
it is based to ensure that they have read all that the author had to
say on his subject.

Doctoral theses submitted to universities in the United States are
almost invariably made available for the use of other scholars, usualty
by means of microfilm or xerox copies obtainable from University
Microfilms at Ann Arbor, Michigan, and other theses on application
to the university library concerned. The practice is sadly different,
however, in most other countries, where the application for a microfilm
copy may be refused outright, or the inquirer referred to the author
of the thesis, who often declines to permit a copy to be made (usually
in the mistaken belief that it may militate against the sales of the
book which he intends one day to publish). It is to be sincerely hoped
that universities everywhere will eventually come to realise that
every thesis should on its acceptance be made automatically available
to research workers, and that to do otherwise is to negate the primary
functions of a thesis: the increase and dissemination of knowledge.

No bibliography can hope to be complete, and through the nature
of its subject matter a thesis catalogue is more than usually liable to
errors as well as omissions. Information from some universities, and
particularly those in Russia and Japan, could not be obtained, while
in a number of instances the exact title of the work was doubtful. Not
every thesis could be physically examined and no doubt there are,
as a consequence, also mistakes in geographical or subject classification.
We can only plead for the clemency normally accorded to the first
offender and ask that additions and corrections may be notified to the
Department of Pacific History for incorporation in subsequent editions.
Canberra

January 1969 H. E. MAUDE

2 Four vols. (Boston, G. K. Hall, 1963).
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