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INQUIRIES

Inquiries concerning these statistics may be made by telephoning Informauon Serves (^^‘"8 
. .... zKzit.ina rtn th* intpmreJation Oi ineSC SiaUSUCSstatistics) on Melbourne (03) 615 7000;

ask for David Miller or Leon Kinncrsly.

for advice on the interpretation of these statistics

MAIN FEATURES

Original and Seasonally Adjusted Data

There were 1,981 new dwelling uniu commenced in 
Victoria during August 1990 (Table 1). In seasonally 
adjusted terms this represented a decrease of 8 per cent 
compared with the previous month and a decrease of 27 
per cent when compared with August 1989 (Table 2).

In seasonally adjusted terms, new private sector 
housing commencements in August 1990 were 9 per cent 

lower than the previous month, and 24 per cent lower 
than in August 1989 (Table 2).

Trend Estimates

According to the trend estimates the series peaked in 
April 1989 and, despite some levelling off earlier this 
year, has continued to fall since then. However, readers 

reminded that trend estimates are subject to revision , are
as subsequent months' data become available.

CHART 1 NUMBER OF DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED, VICTORIA
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TABLE I. .WMBKK OF NEW DWEIXINO UNITS COMMENCED BY OWTSERSHIP 

and TYPE OF RESIDENTIAL BULDINU

Pnvatc sector Public sector Total

Houses

17.128
21.900
15.701

1.795 
1.706
1.524 
!..^5 
1.463 
1,4.30
1.039

948 
1,293 
1,26! 
1.091 
1.270 
till 
1,100 
1.063

26.796
33.885
26,469

<.>r6rr 
rrsitientusl 
buildings 

lai Total Houses

(fiber 
resitieniial 
buildings 

lai Total HiMtsei

melboi:r.se statistical division

i595 19.723
1133 24.033
1.279 16.980

X4 
171 
75 
84 
49 
47 
17

122
9.3

179
145

141
It4
8,3

755
616
614

516
436
558

1.052
1.172

17.883 
2X516 
16.315

OAer 
rtsuienual 
huiiiiings 

(ai Total

3.106 20.989
2.569 25,085
1.837 18.152

2.099 
1.877 
1.599 
1.649
1.513■ I,.’*.

U056

1,070 
l..t86 
1.440 
1,236 
1.426

I.2t4
1.146

3,675
2.787
1.835

30,471 
t6.672 
28..MW

50
47
49
70 
15 
69 
42

17 
7H
29
55
59
84
90
77

VICTORIA

1,016
1.031

37
274

30
70

IS 
6

26

9 
66

8

767
686
6.59

50
84

323
134
45

139

17
96
35
81
83
9.3

1.56
85

1.989
l.'X)2 
1.690

1.845 
1.753 
1,573
1.635 
1,478 
1.499
1.081

965 
1.371 
1.290 
1.146 
1.32*> 
1.195 
1.190 
1,140

28,018 
M.MOl 
2'’..5OO

304 
yw
349 
148

IKS

180 
l» 
165
91

4.442

2,149 
1.961 
1.922 
1.783
1.557 
1.616 
1,098

1.087 
1,482 
1.475 
1.317 
1.509 
1,345 
1.355 
1.221

32,4#O
. .V4'’3 38J74
, 2.444 29.944

1989— 
June 
July 
August 
Sc (Member 
October 
November 
December

19»— 
January 
February 
March 
Apnl 
May 
June 
July 
August

i790 
7579 
X.368 
7594 
2.451 
1548 
1011

1.698 
X154 
XI65 
1.829 
XI74 
1,898 
1.759 
1.732

«a) Number of dwelling units.

347
182
9.^

107
78
83

15.3
147
260

205
192
185
119

3.137 
2.761
2,461 
2,718
2,558 
2.626
2,094

1.851
2.301

2,040 
2.379 
2.090 
1.944
1,851

84
107
98
93
43

140
63

38 
131
40 
91 
n

IIO 
129 
112

37

95
44
70

84 
144 
410 
188
87 

210
63

2.8'’4 
X686 
2.466 
X687 
X494 
X.S88 
X0‘’4

.o
219 
4ti5

2.90,^
2.871

219 2A*

83

2,645
2.836
2,157

1

14 
26

9
88 
IS

39 
153

-54 
117 
106 
119 
2U 
130

1.'’36 
2.285 
X2O5 
1.920 
X251 
XtXW 
1,888 
1,844

169

X37

201
273 
13?

1.S90 
2.454 
2.479 
2,157 
2,485 
2.209 
2.16!
1.981

melboi:r.se


3

TABLE 2. NUMBER OF NEW PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSES AND TOTAL NEW DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED, VICTORIA

Private sector houses

Period

1988-89
1989-90

Ortgtad/

26.195
33.885
26.469

Seasonally 
adjusted (a)

Trend 
estisnaie (a} Original 

32,45^ 

38,374 
29,994

Toto/ dwellings

Seasonally 
adjusted (a)

Trend 
esitmale fdj

1989- 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

1990-
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August

3.189 
2,790 
2.579 
2.368 
2,594 
2.451 
2,548 
2.011

2.840 
2.835
2.910 
2,208 
2,570
2,058 
23O6 
2350

3.088 
2.909 
2.705 
2,518
2,376 
2.290 
2335
2,191

3.384
3,221
2.905
2.871
2.906 
2,645 
2,836
2,157

3,098 
3.336 
3373 
2.582 
2.913 
2365
2.559 
2319

3.428
3.270
3.078
2.872
2.690
2.556 
2.466 
2,410

1,698
2,154
2.165
1,829
2.174
1,898
1,759
1.732 *

2.106 
1.997 
2322 
1.965 
2,002
1,969 
1.841 
1.684

2.160 
2,127 
2.083 
2,032 
1.975
1,913 
1.851 
1,790

1,890
2,454
2.479
2,157
2,485
2309
2.161
1,981

2.313 
23»4 
2327 
2376
2.364 
2374
2379 
1.885

2389 
23W 
2375 
2352 
2308 
2350 
2.181 
2.107

(a) See paragraphs 8 lo H of Explanatory noict.
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TABLE 3. NUMBER OF NEW DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED IN

UtahitnalLMulAreo

Altona (C) I
Berwick (C) I
Box Hill (O
Bnghton(C) I
Bru«lnicaiiuw!»(C) I
Brunswick (C) I
Bulb(S> 
Cantberwell (Cl 
CaulficW (C) 
Chelsea (Cl 
Cuburg (Cl 
Collingwood (C) • ,
Cranboume (Si P, A 
Cruydun (Cl 
Dandenviig (C) *
Chamond Valley (S) 
DofKaUcr and Templealowe (Cl 
Elthani (Si 
Hxsendofi (C) 
hitzroy (C) 
htuiderx (Si 
Footscray (C) 
Frankston (Cl 
Ha»Uitgx (S) 
llawihom (C) 
Hcalcsviile (S} Pt A 
Heidelberg (C) 
Keilor (Cl 
Kew (C)
Knox(C)
LiUydak (Si 
Malvern (C) 
Melbourne (C) 
Mellon (Si 
Moorabbtn (Cl 
Mordialloc (Cl 
Mot'tungioii (Si 
Northcote (Cl 
Nunawading (Cl 
Oakleigh (Cl 
Pake Ilham (Si Pl A 
Port Melbourne (C)

Houfef

' July-Aug

1989-90 1990-91

o
STATISTICAL LOCAL AHKAS BY TYPE Of KESWEWTIAL BUILPIWG

Olker ntulenital btuiduige Total rt fide ratal biaUeags

AttguJi

1989 1990

July •Aug

1989-90 199O-9J

Augitft Jttly~Aitg. AMfOft

1989 1990 1989-90 J990-91 1989 l9i>0

•jl —
< 259

121

MELBOURNE STATISTICAL DP/ISION

558
48

689

167
135
78
27

1.771
339
107 
285
360 
260
IIS

3 
600

85 
365 
436

47
86 

162 
946

739 
433

92
22 

4/6 
240

68
231

77 
300 
127
78
23

39 
155

18 
14
88

18
103 

9
3

57

92
18
8

13
9 
2

295

6

40

85
18

48

6

144
4 

109
53

8

72
30
6

28
10

25

75

24 
IS
8

16
154
36 

5
34
31
14
14

71
9

48
6
5

14
63

105
35 

8
3

43

1
28

27

6

270 
1.196

155 
125 
574

55 
714 
250 
228 
135
81 

169
1,834 

393 
144
291 
366
345 
130

15 
617

420 
475

SO 
92

176
1.030

66 
880 
464 
108
82 

479 
252

74
267

41 
157
20 
14
95 
6

98

19
80
14

8
32
2

37
14
16

8
7

17

2

6

II

5
135

6

10

85

24

535

99

6321

28
14

2

76

2 
2

35 
8

41
19

13
13 
73

18
103

9
3

63

8
32

15
24

165

38 
6
3
5
2

7
3 
6
8

16

li

24
13
14
2 

301
47

6
21
33
82
21

75 
22 
24 
15
8 

151 
154
36

5 
34 
31 
14 
24

ISO 
20

3 
7

12
12
6

147 
59
II
7

74
30 
6

34

79
41
32
48

6
5

14
66
12

130
49

8
3

43

5
35

89
23 
7
2

14 
5

11
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TABLE J. NT MBER OF NEW OWEIXING UNITS ( OMMENt ED IN STATISTTCAL LOCAI. AREAS BY TYPE OF HESIPENTIAL MTLDINC

Hviatti Qthtf ttudtnUui btuiiitngi {at Ttfiai muiefUufl biuhh/igi

Slatutu'iil Lftcat Arra

Frahrmi (C) 
Preoon (C) 
Richmond (C, 
Ktngwoud (O 
St K.ilda{C) 
Simdnngham (C) 
Sherbrooke (S) 
South Melbourne (C) 
Sprmgvale (C) 
Sumtune (Q 
W*verte> (Cl 
Wembee (C) 
WluulcM;a(C) 
WtlliautUown (C>

Total OivuioM

Juiy ■ Aug

i9^-yo jyvo-yi ly^fv jyyo

Jufy ■ Aug.

iuify-yu J99O-yj

August

JWfif

Jttiy ■ Aag

iiUfit-W

Aagtui

i99U

MELBOURNE STATISTICAL DIVISION

135

213
9

82
117

488
208
294

1.277
848

71

16,315

13

15

9 
14

3 
78 
40 
4?

180 
8

1330

3 
8 7

52

19

10
3
8

20
29

160
65

5

1,573

7

3 
7

14
20

113
118

1J40

15
9

3
10

93
153

2
15

8 
10 
X 
19 
Ih

3 
46
6 
9

20
8

4

1,837 256

BAM WON STATlSnCAL DIVISK»^

6 
8

6

349

5

91

30
90

127

567
284
297

1.323
854

80

1SJ52

15

6 
IB

2 
19

7

7

9 
14
3 

78 
60 
55

226 
180

12

10
3

10
60
28
29

160
69
11

3 
7

18
25 

117 
118

6

X5W L922 IJ3I

bat muck bum (S) Pt A and Pt B 
Barrabooi (S) H A autd Pt B 
Bellannc (RC) Pt A and Pt B 
Coiac (C) 
Co1m(S> 
Coho (Si P A and Pt B 
Geelong (Q 
Gedong Weu (Cl 
Lei^iS) 
Newtown (C) 
Otway (S) 
Queenkcliffe (B) 
South Barwon (C) Pl A and Pt B 
WinuheheaCS)

Toul Divisuw

66 
267 
735

25
43

395
23
19
38
19 
77
37 

370
82

2.196

5
32 
81

28
51 47

15
33 iO

"}

13 
8 

56 
14

266

3
43

6

3
3

47
6

198

6
15

9

o - 
8

67 
282 
768

29
43

395

5 
34 
91

I 
7

43

5

20
9

6
14
10
51

6

6 6

135 143 28 6 10

19
38

91
47

421
82

5
3

13
10
62
14

28 
51

I
3

43
6 
1
2

9
3

47
6

X339 294 304

14
49

6 
IS

3
5
5

26
9

145



TABLE J.
Nl MBEK OF NEW DWBLUNti UNITS COMMENCED IN STATTSTICAL LOCAL AJtEAS BV TYPE OF KESIDENTTAL BLUJUNC ronMtitd

Othgr rtudtnUal btniiititgt (ai Tvtal rtude^ftal

SuiOitual LiXfil Af«u 1989-90

- Aug Augujit July • Aug Augutl Juiy ■ Aug. Augitt/

1990-91 1989 1990 19it9-9U 1990’91 19^ 1990 29if9-9(f 1990^92 J990

SOUTJl WESTERN STATISTICAL DIVISION

Beltau (S)
Cainpefdown (T)
Dun^s (S)

Glciael]^ (S)
Huutluxt (Ct
Han*pden (S)
Hcyicvbury (S)
Heywood (S)
Muihaniiie (S)
Mortlake (S)
Mount Roose (S)
Port Patry (B)
Portland (C)
Waiutun (S)
Warrnanibool (C)
Warmambool (S)
Lady Juha Pervy Elund and lower Hill Lake Reserve

15
24

41 
IB 
40 
49

3

iO

9 
162 
53

5

9

3
4
3

23
1

Total Division 5(X) 58

2

2 
4
I

3 
1

7

4
6
2

3

15
24

4B 
IB 
46 
51

3

I

5

$

2

4
I

3
1

I 
6

B

1
35 IB IB

10 
23 
39

9 
197 
53

3

3
3

4i 6
2

29 29 60 IB 18 5a> R. Al

CEN-i RAL HIGHLANDS S'l ATlSTICAL DIVISION

Ararat (C) 
Ararat (St 
Avoca (S) 
Bacchus Marsh (S) 
Baiiaarat (C) 
Bal Ian <S) 
Ballarat (S) Pt A and Pt B 
Uuii^arcc (S) Pt A and Pt B 
Buninyong (S) Pl A ar»d Pi B 
Crcswick IS)
Daytcafurd and Glenlyon (S)

St 3 4

Grcnvalk <S) Pt 
LcMon (S) 
Riptxk (S)

<UMi Pl B

SclM&tupul (B) 
Talbot andCiunes(S)

19 
236 
14B 
130
B9 
45

140 
31 
78

110 
IB 
40 
71 
27

3 
35 
19

3 
9 
4

17

34
10
6

IB

3
43 15

4 3
3

6

51
25
19 

239 
191 
131 
104

51 
140

3

3 
38 
34

3 
II

17

10
6 
5
4

IB 
6 
3 
5
3 
3 I

Total DiviMtMi 1.25B

BHi

7
5

4

6
16

10

4 90
110

18
40
75

13
7 
5

IB
16

3

5
10

131 55 B7 1,345 151 124 55
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TABI K X NUMBER OF NEW DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED IN STATISTICAL LOCAL AREAS BY TYPE OF RESIDENTIAL BUILDING •.vtUtnued

Houses OlKfr rttnifuttal haildtaff fal Total rtudfntuil btakitafj

StaUsiual Liu-al Area 19S990

July • Ajij*.

1990-91

August

19S9 1990

July • Aug

19S9 90 1990-91

iODDOH CAMPASPE STATISTICAL DIVISION

Astgusi • Astg

19«t J990 19^990 1990^91 J989 1990

Bcmligo (C) 
Bet Bel(S) 
CA&tklll4JIK <C1 
C'harlhm (S) 
CohuiM (S> 
h4glcluwk (Bl 
East LuddcMk (S) 
Fxhuca(C) 
GisburiK (S) 
Gordoi)($} 
Hunily (S) Pi A and Pt B 
KaiJ Kara (S) 
Kuiuiig (S) 
Kynehtn (S, 
MthoflSl 
Maldun (S>
Mailing (S) Pi A and Pl B 
Mwjbofuugh (C) 
Mckalle (S)
Neuhain wkI Wintdcnd <S) 
Ncwsiead (S) 
PyaluiiglSl 
Kut.hc>icr (S) 
Rnmsey (S> 
Si Antaud t'l)
SlialhlkMsaye (S) A aitd Pl B 
TullariMip (S)

61 
15
36

5
26
47

15

10 
I

it 5 19 6

5
I

3

Tut J Di* iktlNI

100
15
36

5

47

21

10
1

5
I

5

4

98
114

8
49
9D

106
66

30 
50 
83
55
20 
60

140
9 

272
40

1.692

14
14

8 
6

5
7

10
3

8 
I
8

10 
7
4

4A

II
8

28

226

1

I 
3

3
3

6

6
18

112

I

9

3
16

3

3
8

108
117

8
49

9
24

106
66
23

225
34
50
83
55

00
140

9 
280
40

18
14
2
8

8
10
7

43

I

8

7
13
3

28

50 10 4 1.742 236

6

3

5 
7
3 
5
6

6
18

3

116

9

5

3
12

108

3
16 

3

5
7
2 
3
I

3



lAHLE NLMJttER OF NEW DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED IN
STAllSTICAL LOCAL AUliAS BY TYMi OF IdiSIDENTlAL BLILUING

Shttistu al Lit al Area

Alexandra (S) 
Uciiulia (Cl 
BciialUtSl 
Hrnodfnrd (S) 
Cuhrutii (S) 
Deakin (S) 
Kuroa (S) 
Goulburn \S» 
Kihuore tSl 
Kyabran* (T) 
Man'iheki tS) 
NaUiatu iSl 
Nuinurkah (S) 
Rodney (S) Pt A and Pt B 
Scytnuur <S1 
Shcpparton (C» 
Sheppari>«n (S) Pi A and Pi B 
1 uiigantait <S1 
Viulet lu*u(S) 
Waranga (S) 
Yea(S>

To**; PtviMOti

Housrs Orhtr rfstd^nital buildings (af Total rfudfniuil hutidtngs

July ■ Aug.

19lt9-90 199091

Aujiuf July ■ Aug. July ■ Aug. August

19S9 1990 J9ii9-90 1990 91 I9lt9 1990 i9it9-90 J 990-91 J9ity JWO

GOULBURN STAl tS riCAL DIVISION

lb
44
51
76
55

56
32

161
48

114
17
60

108
79

178
84
32

8

52

1.396

7
3

6
6

6
8

16

to

3
4

I

3

3
5

20

b

K 
4 
8 

15 
II

13 
7

5 
1
5 

to
3 
9
6

4

4
10
9

M

13

5

2S

76

51
76
75
23
56
32

167
48

116 
1?
60

142
90

191
84

7
3

5 3

6
9 7

6
4 52

93 87 86 28 i,482

NORW EASTERN SI ATISTICAL DIVISION

b
6
1
6 
8

16

to 
7
3

2 
t
3

g

8
3
5

3
5
2

I

8 
15 
11 
20 
13
7

5 
38

3 
9
6

10
9

5
5

9 7
6

162 87

Bcccbwixih tS)
Blight (S) 
Clultefu (S) 
Myrticford (Sj 
Oxley (S) 
RuilKigleutS) 
Tallangana (S) Pl A and Pi B 
Upper Munay (S) 
WAitgaraiU (C) 
Wangaratta (S) 
Wndonga (RC) 
YakkaiidanJahiS) Pl A and Pl B 
Yarrawunga (S)

88
26
16

16

9

6
6
3

10 3

42
91

16

16

9

6
6
3

10

l iXal Divibiun

62
26

7 
.34
28

346 
34 
9.3

824

9

2ft 
7

II

97

2 I 
I 
1

7 6

41 19 17 4

67 51

7

39 14

64
26 

7
41
28

36.3
34

100

863

3

15 
5

32
9

13

41

3

19
5 
3

67 53

I
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TABLE I NUMBER OF NEW DWEIJJNG UNITS COMMENrED IN STATISTICAL LOT AI, AREAS BV TYPE OF RESIDENTIAl. BUIUIINC

Statistical bwalArfa

Avon (S) 
Bainudale (Cj 
Bairmdafe (S) 
Mallra (S) 
Oineo (S) 
Orbust (S) 
Sale (Cl 
Tambo (S) 
Bau Suail Islands

Total Division

Alberton (S) 
Buln Buln (S) 
Kofuinburra (Si 
Mirboo (Si 
Moe (S)
Mofwcll (SI Pl A and Pl B
Narracan(Sl
Rosedale (S)
South GippUand (Si
Traralgon{C}
Traralgon(Sl 
Warragul (S} 
Woorayl(S)
Yalloum Works Area ...

Total Divuioii

')i3

'fuainued

Houiti

July - Aug.

J 989.90 J 990.91 1989 J990

Olher ftiiiienital bitiUbngi {ai TaUit rtuJfitttai btuiihitfis

July ■ Aug.

1989-90 I99(\9i

EAST GIPPS!AND STA lTSTICAL DIVISION

32 
84

io:
73 
n 
li
65

198

644

August

J 089 1990

Judy - Aitg.

J989‘90 J09t)-9J 1989 1090

:Tfe
L-’ ' .’t -

■>

3 
II 
20 
14

13

91

4
10 13

10

g

3

17
7

16

52

6

15 3

CENTRAL G1PPSIANI> SI ATISTICAL DIVISION

58 
131
72
14
54

H •
■ 111

70
88
39

100

i.ii6

8
15

9
8
5

17
9

13
6

15
38

152

7
20
5

6
8
5

6
9

3

7 
IO
6
4

19

113

4 . ■
4

9

20

72

36

4

67

17

17

32
92

101
73
13
79
65

204

659

58
137
81
14
54
69
76

131
74

39 
100
226

I.IS3

3 
II 
20 
14

5
13

94

8
15
8

9 
8
5

17 
9

13
6

32 
38

169

6
10
3

3
4

17

44

7
20 

5
1

3 
6

10
6

19

117

13
10

7
18

M

6
8
5

2
9

7

20
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TABLE A NUMBER OF

Statubcal 
divuton

Melbourne 
Bar* on 
South Western 
Central Highlantfc 
Winunera 
Northern Mallee 
Loddon-Campaspe 
Goulbum 
North Eastern 
East Gippslaod 
Central Gippslartd 
East Central

Toul Vkioo*

Bar* on 
South Western 
Central Highlands 
Wtnuncra 
Northern Mallee 
Loddon-Campa-iape 
Goulbum 
North Eastern 
pAst Gtppsland 
Central Gtppstand 
East Central

Toul Vklorta

Melbourne 
Bar* on 
South Western 
Central Highland* 
Wimmera 
Northern Mallee 
Loddon-Campaspe 
Goulbum 
North Easicm 
East Gippsland 
Central Gippsland 
East Central

Total Victoria

SEW HOUSES COMMENCED BY ^ATEW^ 
and statistical division. AVGUST l»90

Double brick, 
none and 
concrete

■a
9

J

1 
5 
I

20

9

I

5

20

Briek fihrr 
(ement

private sector

753 
80
21

18
62
60
35
20
27
45

1.155

3

3 
I

I 
6 
5

9
12
10

M

Pt'BLlC SECTOR

15
1

I

TOTAL

768
80
21

12
18
64
61
39
20

45

LI77

OF OUTER WAIXS, OWNERSHIP.

Ttmbtr
Other and 
mil iUtleJ Total

3
3

b 
b

9

10

56

20

3
10
5

II 
6
5

10
5

1

20
28

10

7 
U
6 

. 5 
10
6

HJ

278
23

20

18 
8
4

13
19
4

391

62

»

340

9
26 

8

17

6

4'’8

1.063
133

54
17
24
98
85 
4?
48
70
64

1.732

■ri

7
10

4

1.140
135

55
17
31

108
87
51
52

67

I.M4

I
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction
This publication contains monthly details of the 

number of new dwelling units reported by approving 
authorities as having commenced in each statistical, 
local area.

Scope and coverage
2. The statistics were compiled from monthly reports, 
provided by local and other government authorities, of 
commencements of new houses and new other 
residential buildings for which:

(a)

(b)

building permits were issued by local 
government authorities in areas subject Io 
building control by those authorities; and 
contracts (let or day labour work) was 
authorised by Commonwealth, State, semi-
government, 
authorities.

and local government

3. The number of dwelling units created by alterations 
and additions to existing buildings, and through the 
construction of new non-residential buildings is not 
included.

Definitions
4. A dwelling unit is defined as a self-contained suite 
of rooms, including cooking and bathing facilities and 
intended for long-term residential use. Units (whether 
self-contained or not) within buildings offering 
institutional care, such as hospitals, or temporary 
accommodation such as motels, hostels, and holiday 
apartments, are not defined as dwelling units.

5. A residential building is defined as a building 
predominantly consisting of one or more dwelling 
units. Residential buildings can be either houses or 
other residential buildings as follows:

(a)

(b)

A house is defined as a detached building 
predominantly used lor long-term residential 
purposes and consisting of only one 
dwelling unit. Thus detached ‘granny flats’ 
and detached dwelling units (such as 
caretakers’ residences) associated with non- 
residential buildings are defined as houses 
for the purpose of these statistics.
An other residential building is defined as a 
building which is predominantly used for 
long-term residential purposes and which 
contains (or has auached to it) more than 
one dwelling unit (e.g. includes townhouses, 
duplexes, apartment buildings, etc.).

6. Commencements. For the purposes of this
statistical series, a residential building is regarded as 
being commenced on the date when:

ma

(a)

(b)

B

13

The building work is first inspected by a 
local government or other government 
authority building inspector or surveyor.
whether the work is passed or not. In
gencral, the first inspection is undertaken at 
the foundations or frxjtings stage of 
construction; or
The building work is determined as 
commeiK'ed by a building inspector or 
surveyor.

7. Ownership. The ownership of a building is
classified as either public sector or private sector 
according to the sector of the intended owner of the 
completed building as evident at the time of approval. 
Residential buildings being constructed by private 
sector builders under government housing authority 
schemes whereby the authority has contracted, or 
intends to contract, to purchase the buildings on or 
before completion, are classified as public sector.

Seasonal adjustment
8. Original and seasonally adjusted building statistics 
are shown in Table 2. In the seasonally adjusted series, 
account has been taken of noraial seasonal factors and 
'trading day’ effects (arising from the varying numbers 
of Sundays, Mondays, Tuesdays, etc. in the month) and 
the effect of movement in the date of Easter which 
may, in successive years, affect figures for different 
months.

9. Since seasonally adjusted statistics reflect both 
irregular and uend movements, an upward or 
downward movement in a seasonally adjusted series 
does not necessarily indicate a change of trend. 
Particular care should therefore be taken in interpreting 
individual month to month movements.

10. Trend estimate dwelling unit approval statistics are 
shown in Table 2. The trend estimates (formerly 
referred to as smoothed seasonally adjusted scries) 
have been derived by applying a 13-term Henderson- 
weighted moving average to the series.

11. While this technique enables uend estimate data for 
the latest period to be produced, it docs result in 
revisions to the uend estimate scries for the most 
recent months as additional observauons become 
available. There may also be revision as a result of 
changes in the original data, and as a result of the re- 
estimation of the sea.sonal factors.

Australian Standard Geographical Classificatiun
12. Commencing with the October 1986 publication 
geographical division and nomenclature are based on 
the Australian Standard Geographical Classification
(ASGC) edition 3, The ‘Off-shore areas
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i
and migralory' category has been excluded from all
tables.

JI r
13. The Statistical Local Areas (SLAs) of the ASGC 
are either identical to, or have been aggregated 
to, legal local government areas previously published
with three exceptions. The Shires of Cranboume,
Healesville, and Pakenham arc each composed of two 
SLAs which are shown separately, one within 
Melbourne Statistical Division and the other in East 
Central Statistical Division.

Electronic services
DISCOVERY

AVSSTATS

Comparability of statistics
14. Because of the difference in data sources, collection TELESTATS
methodologies, and
commencements,

timing of notification of
care should be exercised in

comparing quarterly data derived from monthly 
dwelling unit commencements statistics with the 
quarterly dwelling unit commencements statistics from 
the Building Activity Survey (published in Building 
Activity, Victoria 8752.2).

Unpublished data and related publications
15. The ABS can also make available certain dwelling 
unit commencement data which are not published. 
Where it is not practicable to provide the required 
information by telephone, data can be provided in the 
following forms: microfiche, photocopy, computer 
printout, and manually extracted labulation. A charge 
may be made for providing unpublished information in 
these forms.

Key *656# for selected cunent 
economic, social and demographic 
statistics.

Thousands of up-to-date time series 
are available on this ABS on-line 
service through CSIRONET.

For further information phone the 
AUSSTATS help desk on (062) 
52 6017.

This service provides foreign trade
statistics
requirements.

tailored to user’s

Further information is available on 
(062) 52 5404.

Floppy disk service
Selected ABS statistics are available 
on floppy disk. Fitrther information 
is available on (062) 52 6684.

Recorded mes.sage services
DIAL-A-STATISTIC

This service has the latest Victorian
and Australian figures on
Unemployment and Average Weekly 
Earnings. Telephone (03) 615 7788.

16. Users may also wish to refer to the following 
building and consuuction publications which are 
available on request:
Building Approvals, Australia (8731.0) (monthly) 

($8.00)
Building Approvals. Victoria (8731.2) (monthly) 

($8.00)
Building Approvals. Victoria - Small Area Summary 

(8733.2) (annual) ($7.00)
Building Activity. Australia (8752.0) (quarterly) 

($11.50)
Building Activity, Victoria (8752.2) (quarterly) ($7.50) 

AustraliaConstruction,Engineering
(quarterly) ($7.50)

Building, Victoria (8710.2) ($11.50)

(8762.0)

17. All publications produced by the ABS are listed in 
the Catalogue of Publications. Australia (1101.0) 
which is available free of charge from any ABS Office.

CPI HOTLINE This service has the latest Consumer 
Price Inde.r and movement data for 
Melbourne and Australia. I'eiephonc 
(03)615 7777.

Symbols and other u.sages
In this publication. Cities are marked (C), Towns 

(T), Boroughs (B), and Shires (S).

r figure or series revised since previous issue 
.. not applicable
- nil or rounded down to zero

R.A. CROCKETT SH
Deputy Commonwealth Statistician
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