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Export prices continue to fall
Export prices fell by 1.0 per cent betwwn January and February 1991. 
putting them 4 per cent below the level of February 199(1.

The main pria' decreases in Febniary were for gold (rellecting tails in 
world prices), crude petroleum products and alumina.

These decreases were partly offset by increases in the prices ot 
approximately 35 per cent of the items in the index. Die main increases 
were For non crude petroleum products.

The table below shows the wide divergence in price changes tor the 
major commodity groups.

EXPORT PRICES 
FEBRUARY 1991 

Percentage change I
I R

Commodity

from 
previnui! month

{nw itiTe'-pmdiMX 
month of prervu.. yi'ur

6^ -■(

Mineral products
Base metals
Live animals and animal products
Motor vehicles, aircraft and vessels
Prtxiucls of chemicals or allied industries

Machinery and appliana's
Prepared fwdstuffs
Cold, diamonds and coin
Won! and cotton fibres
Vegetable products

0,0
0.0

-to
0.0

-2.0
0.0
1,1

-5.0
1.2
0.0

12.1
1,1
0,0
0,0
10
20

ipy 
12« 

-16.2
:mi.4

i

AU exports
-ro 4.0

H
For further information, order the publication Expi.rl rrice Index, Australia 
or contact Peter Cord^ on <l)6> 252 5541

Sheep slaughterings continue 
to rise

Mllb»SHSEP SLAVGineREU
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Shet'p slaughterings for human consumption continued to imreau'm 
Februarv 1991 with a rise of 6.b per amt over the exceptionally high 
figure for January. The February figure of 1,927,401) was 19.3 per ten; 
higher than in the same month last year. In the eight months to 
February 1991 there wore 17.6 per cent more sheep slaughtered than
the sanw period a year earlier.
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Frtxluction of mutton was 40,911 tonnes in February 1991 which was 
4 8 per cent higher than the previous month and 21.8 per ent up on
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Production ot all red nx'.it in February- IWl t211,7W.1 tonnesl increased
by 4 6 per cent in original terms against January IWl but deereaxxi by
1.1 per cent seasonally adjusted. Ijnib had the largest tall of
11.3 per cent in original terms, a decrease of 3.0 [X‘r cent seasonally
adjusted.
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LIVESTOCK SLAVGHTEREU 
FEBRUARY IMI 

Pvreentage change

/>i»m lanuary I'Wl / nw» iibnary 19^

6.6
2.6
H7

- 6,1
75

12 H

05 
0,1
5 2

- hO

Receivals of tawble wtKil bv brokers and dealers in February 1991 tell by 
3.3 (X-r cent in original terms and by 11.3 p-r cent seasonally adjusted, over 
January 1991. Compared with February 1990 there was a dtvrvase of 8.7 
per cent in origjnal terms and 9.2 per cent seasonally adjusted.

For furtht'r tn/ormation, orti^ ihe publivtition Livestock Products, Australia (7215.0), 
____ ,1*. i/K» ciS7or amliu-t Chen/l V'larr^ on (Ob) 252 S3.V

Trend still falling for motor 
vehicle registrations
The trend estimate for new motor vehicle registrations fell by
2.2 per cent in Febniary 1991, continuing the decline since April 1990.
Car and station wagon registrations were down by 2.0 per cent while
■other’ vehicles dropped by 2.8 per cent. Registrations were down by
1.9 }X'r cent in seasonally adjusted terms (although there was a rise of
7.4 per cent in unaeljustexl registrations).

For the eight nkmth period July 1990 to Febniary 1991 there were 
298„885 car and station wagon registrations 5.6 per cent down on the 
316,761 registered in the same period in 1989-90. The top five m.ikes 
(Ford, Toyota, Holden, Nissan and Mitsubishi) accounted for 
81.6 per cent of the registrations, 3.4 fx-rcentage points below the 
85.0 per cent they contributed in 1989-90.

o
In contrast, the impc'rted small car and station wagon makes .Mazda,
Daihatsu, Hyundai, Honda, Subaru and Suzuki accountr-d for
14.4 per cent of registrations in the eight months to February 1991, a 
3,6 percentage point increase over the same period in 1989-90.

for further inf'rrmaUim, order the puUiaition Motor Vehicle Registrations, Australia
(9J03.0), or contact Kethn Ynidon on (06) 252 6255.

1

‘IP

H

1»
Jr*



i

I< ■

4

Housing finance value up but 
dwelling numbers down

HOI mm; nXAM KCOMMnMENTS

zm

'SBOU

Scastinally adjusted housing finance comniitmenls for February W1 
were $1,633.7 rnillion, an increase of $42.0 million (2.6%' over lanuarc 
1991 but still $113.5 million :6..'’‘3) below Febniary 1990
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Commitments for construction of dwellings increastxi nwrginalle in 
Febniarv 19Q1 compared with January 1*W1, up $0.8 million 
commitments for purchas»' of nev»ly erech'd dwellings were up 
$14.1 million (14.0%) and for purchase of eslablishcti dwellings bv 
$27.1 million (2.3%).

HOVSISG HNA.NCL, HBRVARY H41 
VALVE OF CO.MMHMFNIS 

Seasonally adjusted

I’fFieniax^ ‘ ^”X’'

/’jirpoi« of lewmammi

Purchase' of newly erected dwelling?» 
PurchaM.' of established dwellings 
Construction ot dwellings

$ wiilum

115 Ì

2907

Total 1.6337

I row 
prerttfu,«! 

m<mth

14.U
23
0.3

2.6

t row u’Fte'sivniiiny 
month c‘f

prrT’a*u.'« yrur

n s 
67

i» ■'

Despite the general increase in the value of commitments, the number 
of dwelling units fell in seasonally adjusted terms for both construction 
of dwellings, down 5.7 jx-r cent (285 dwelling units) and purchase of 
establishcxl dwellings, down 0.8 jx>r cent (132 dwrelliiig units). There 
wa.s an increase of 183 dwelling units (14.7%) in the purchase of newly 
erectcxl dwellings category, yielding an overall decrease of 1.0 per cent 
in the niitiiber of dwelling units for which commitments were made.

I b
HOUSING FINANCE COMMITMLNIS 

FEBRUARY TMl 
Seasonally adjusted

Pfrcttita^^t Hang*

•J|
/’urjwx (if Ci’mmjtmmf

Purcha**; iM newly erected dwellings
Purchase of established dwellings
Con.*iruct»on of dwelling»

Numfee* 0^ 
(iweUjnj{$

47m
1.441

Total 22.9Ì

/ row 
prertous 

month

O.H
- 5.7
147
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/ *vw ri’*»' ?■ •n.imx 
m.>«ih of

19 1

II- • I
ot the major lenders for housing, banks increast'd their . ommitments bv 
$40.6 million (3.6%) in February, while perin.ment building societies lent 
$10-0 million (3 8%) less than in January. ‘Other lenders’ committed 
$11.3 million (5.7%) more.

SUtistk* Weeltly 
26 Aprtl W1

Fer hirther m^rmafiaii, onkr the pubhattiox Housing Finance for Owner 
OccujxJtion, Australia l5iO9.l», or contact Derei Ptke on t06i 2n2 7129.
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Job search experience — the 
pattern is changing S||B
A belief that ‘there were no vacancies at all’ was most frequent^..■ 
reported as the main difficulty exfX’nenad by unemployed piTsons in y 
finding work, in July 1990. Ot the S4S300 pe'rsons kx'king tor work, H 
17 per cent were in Ihis cati^gory, and their average duration ot | 
unemployment was 36 weeks. TTie 'no vacancies' difficultv has dcvlinid 
froB t 28 per cent in July 19Stl

After 'no vacancies at all’, the next most common diificxiUv was
considerts.! tixi young or toc' old by employers'. Ihis reaxm was given 

by 1.0 fx-r cent of all unemplovtxl perx'ns

Thest“ findings are among the results of an Australian Bureau of 
Statistics survey conducted in asscxiation with the regular iTU'iithlv 
labt'ur force survey in Julv 1990.

MAIN DIFUCVlTItS IN FINDING WORK 
IMHO lo 19M

ihffKuity

No vaeanacs at all
Considered too young/ttx> oíd 
Lacked nxvessary xkiUs/edu«’ation 
Other

TcHiil

Statistics
2« A|i|U IMl
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The sur\ vy also showed:
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Over the last 10 )«ears, the number of (X'rxms reporting lacked * 
necessary skillj/education’ as their main difficulty in finding work 
has tended to increase. In July 1980 this estimate was 8 per cent, 
whereas in July 1990 it had increased to 1.3 fX'r cent.

Almost one half of the 83,900 persons who reportid their main 
difficulty in finding work as 'considered too young or tcxi old bv 
employers' were aged 45 and over.

76 per cent of unempkiyed per^ns were registered w ith the 
Commonwealth Empk.yment Service, of whom more than 9 in 10 
were Ics'king for full-time work.

Persc'ns without piist-school qualifications had Kvn unempkned for 
11 wex'ks more on average than those with posl-schisti qualilication^ 
(52 compared to 41 weeks).

2.3 fX'r amt of unemployed persems had Ixvn unempkiyed f(.r one 
year or more

OveralL the' average duration of current pcruxl t»f unemploymvnt wax 
47 weeks, compred with 53 weeks in July and 31 wet'ks in Julv 
iMStT

Í;:

F,'r hifíhíT injpn>wfit.a, oriirr (he pttbliaitien Job Search Expcncnce oí L'nempluycd 
Pirsons Australia IÍ222 OS, or ccitact Sur Dcyie cn 106) 252 2204
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Inquiries
The ABS supplies a wide range of 
statistical information:

T through its books 'p.s
7 by mail order (including 

subscription)
T by tacsimile
3 eltx'tronicjlly.

To order any of the publications that 
appear in Statistics Weekly or to 
inquire about the statistics and 
services available from the ABS, 
contact Information Services al any 
ot the offices listed below An 
Information Consultancy Service in 
each office provides assistance of a 
more extensive or complex nature

ABS Central Office 
» PO DOX lU

HELaiNNLN ACT 2616

W
lAX

(Oh) 252 6627 
(06) 25.3 14(H

AUS State Offices
W NSW (02) 2h8 4611 

Vic. (03) 61.5 7(XX) 
Qld (07) 222 6351 
WA 0») 311 5140
SA (UK) 237 7KXI
Tas (IX)2) 20 5(100 
NT (UK») 81 34,56

Subscriptions
To subscribe to statistics iiVeekly or 
any other ABS printed publication, 
.'hone the ABS Subscription Service 
toll-free on (CX)8) 020608, or contacT 
Inlormalion Services at any of the 
offices above.

Suggestions
Any suggestions tor improvement to 
this publication should be addn-ssed 
to:

Robert Nixon 
Editor 
Stafishes WerUy 
(Uh) 252 6104

Statistics Weekly 
2« April 1*91
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All the week's releases:
17 to 23 April

6

General
Corrigendum; Australian Standard Classification of Countries for S.<ci,il 

Statistics (ASCCSS), 1440 (1264,0; free)

Pocket 3 ear Bcxik, Aust , 1441 (1,302.0; S7..50)

Monthly Summary of Statistics, .Aust., /April 19U1 (13(14 0; SldtXi)

Statistics Weekly, 18 April lusi (1318.0, S-l.tXl)

Economic Indicators, Qld, .April 1991 (13(17 3: S6 tXl)
Territory Business Indicators, April 19U| (1307.7; $4.tX))

Social statistics
Preschools and Child Care Centres, Qld, 1990 (4202.3: SIO.IX)) final i.-sHi-

.National accounts, finance and foreign trade
Imports, ?\ust., Monthly Summary Tables, February 1441 (Sl.l.l.O: S9.(Xl)

Housing Finance for Owner (.Tccupation, Aust., Fcbru.iry 1991
t.56ll9.t); SIO.OO)

Finance Companies; Assets, Liabilities, Income 
1984-90 (.5616.0; SlO.tXl) " ‘ '

labour statistics and prices

filia! issue
>d Expenditurv, ;\us(..

Exix'riencx' of Unemployed Persons, Aust.. |ulv 1990 
(6222.0; SI 1.50)

lob Search

Export Price Index, Aust., February 1941 (blOS.O: S7.50)
Price Indexes of Copper Materials, Aust, March 1991 (b tlO.O; S5.1X!)

Price Indexes of Materials Usisl in Coal Mining, Aust., Februarv 1991 
(641.5,0; SlO.tXl)

Agriculture
Livestock and Livestock IVoducts, Qld, 1984-90 (7221.3; Sln.lX))

Secondary industry and distribution
Manufacturing I’rixiuction, Aust., Clothing and Ixxitwear, Januarv 1941 

(83,58.0; SIO.OO)
Manufaduring Production, Aust , Transport Equipment, Februarv 1441 

(8363,0: S4.50)
Manutaiiuring Pixxluction, Aust., Metal Products, February 199® 

(8367.0: $5^1) ■ '■ W

Manufacturing Prixiuction, Aust., Wood and Woixl Products, 1 ebniary 
1991 (836931; S4.50)

Building Approvals
1991 (8/32.5, S3..5O)

I’rivatc Sector, I’erth Statistical Division, March

Building Activity, SA, December Qtr IWii (H752.4; SlOtKl) 

Building Approvals, Tas., February 1991 (8731.6; S9,50) 

Building Activity, Tas., December Qtr 1990 (8752.6; $8.(X1) 

Building Activity, ACT, December Qtr 1990 (8752.8; SIO.CM!)

Transport
, , Motor Vehide Registrations, Aust., February 1991 (9303.0; SIO.OO)

S Motor Vehicle Registrations, Tas,, February 1991 (9303.6; $.5,(X))
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Calendar of key releases
L..pected releases over the fortnight to 7 May 1991

April

Price Index of Materials Used in Building (Other Than Hou;?^ 
Building, Fight Capital Cities, February 1991 iMl)7.0; SlO.iX))

Price Index of Matenals Used in House Building, Six State 
Capital Cities and Canberra, February 1991 (6408.0, $7,50)

.1; ‘

Price Indexes of Articles Prcxduccxl by Manufacturing Industry. 
Australia, February 1991 (6412.0; $10.(X))

Manufactunng Prcxluction Australia, February 1991, 
Preliminary, (8301.0; $10.{X))

Registrations of New Motor Vehicle's, Australia, March 1991, 
Preliminary, (9301.0; $10.00)

jr Sk
May

•¥

Price Indexes of Materials Used in Manufacturing Industries, 
Australia, February 1991 (6411.0; $10.00)

Building Approvals, Australia, March 1991 (HZSl.O; $1250)1
51 Balance of Payments, Australia, March 1991 (5.101.0; $15.CX1)

i The latest ...
Changes to key State indicators — consolidated to

23 April 1991
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The latest ...
Key national indicators ~ consolidated to 23 April 1991

\dtioiul pruductiun
(irtas dumeshc pruduti

InduMrUt activity
New vapiial espenditure

Uxpevird new vapiuU 
cs(X3iditure

Retali turnover

current prucs
/yA4 -A? pru'ti

currerU {Wives 
7964 AJi pricti

curreni pnces 
/WM-A.'» prtets

New mcKur vehicle registrations (e) 
Dwciling unit anpoviUs 
Vidue of all bunding approvals 
Value of total building work done

Manulkcturcrt' taies

vurretU prt 
— p

rives
prtctx

iù{vvtcd ntaouíavlurers' sales

curtcni pnces 
/yA4-í5 pficti

Labour
KnqJuyed pcitons 
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Participation rate t 
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Average weekly overtime 

per employee

Prices, profits and wages 
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Foreign investment
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Trade weighted index

Other indicators
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