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4.427 863
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3 049 747

Production o! saleable zircon concentrates continued on a relatively re­
stricted basis during 1953. Production for the year is estimated at 30,000 tons 
whereas the capacity of the beach sands industry to produce this commodity is 
in excess of 40,000 tons annually. Restricted production has been maintained
due to the continued market weakness.
in December down to £8 per ton, f.o.b. Brisbane.

Sale.s of concentrates were reported

I
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AUSTRALIAN MINERALS AND METALS — 1953 AND CURRENT REVIEW.
bbt ( ,’953, Ihe mineral industry settled down to its first year since 1939
IsTrShhT'veT''“'-'' except currency restrictions. In most Countries as in 
cominnd'tinc- Ti ‘^°“”’'enced .cith generally a slack demand for mineral 

mmod.tio,., but improved through Ihe year. By contrast a high level of
xzT“?", ',b "IL“ iz• ------ ivj 1 t
gressed. tor most mineral commodities tiie -------------- - year pro-

over-all w’orld effect for 1953I;.., , -------- —.xxxxxv_.L4itico Lilt? uvei-cjH woria eiiect lor A'
stor-lrrdU general change in production-consumption levels. However"' 

ockpihng programmes were approaching completion, and unless there
T TTi a considerable surplus production capacityof .several of the base metals seems likely. The effects of this in 

countries will be governed to a large extent by the policies'of the^United Sta°eT 
the mam consuming country. The recent extend^H dtnnVn. i Ltates,.here wdlhelpjo lake oil ibehcke, pa,, 
ties, but there is no information as tc the likely extent of this factor.

one was
many 
is an

surplus production capacity 
The effects of this in various

Base metals as a
industry, and
producers.

group are the main section of the Australian mineral 
overseas prices of these are of vital importance to Australian 

With recommencement of dealings in copper, on the 5th Aujus? 
Metal Exchanae was bark tn itc

------1.
the London Metal Exchange was back to its, , , ‘-■''‘-‘‘‘-'“ye was Pack to its pre-war position as the worlr)',

metal terminal market, and its influence r ’ ' ■ ■
wnr H r^rif-oo *-------------- ---- m xxi.

s, KJUSC meiai lerniinal market, and its influence in determininr,
world prices became ‘ onger as the year oroaresseH r

lages. ihe emphasis on spot buying has meant
tightness in supply of cash metal.
interest in spot buying. There are several 

The new generation hasic,, 1 iius a nan
to Lx change dealings, whilst acquiring experience ot-J -------- .. xxlx.oi u*n Hiy exp*
the long years of controls; an attitude which

persistent tendency for 
reasons for this greater 

a naturally cautious attitude
open marketing after

z;' Z' ■«yver.ibiih, -o, „y cZ;:Se;";;h“ ? i?ZK" z'zh-------- ! —* 1 leiuini
that producers, particularly of copper, have not Also it has been claimedmui piooucers, particularly ot copper, have not made availcLt,. u r u dealings sufficient metal of the grades conformina to the T Excharige 
contract, to fulfil consumers' requirements an™ Zn v irnd 
ferred to sell direct to continental countries rather than Tmuah

(e

expectations of many consumers that market, and early
prices might fall further, led' to buying 
nftitiiHo i_n__  Ifonly for current requirements. This attitude has also foh' ‘ H *?

. ‘ greatly increased prices of metal over pre-war necessitating thrm'^^ ■ 7"^ 
Wj lower consumer stocks to avoid undue incXscin Zbng 0^^^^ 

. new factor in post-war metal marketina is the capital. A
towards the United States, so that condiUons therl
underlying influence on

, so that conditions there have 
London Metal Exchange

Further, there has been a remarkable revolution i
a much profounder 

dealings than hitherto..ukkLiici, incic iiuo oeen u remaricaDle revolution in roost wAr inU, . ‘-e.scope, volume, management, technology, marketinq^ nationo ‘ ®
, tional outlook. The post-war generation is increasinaiv riov' • mterna-

of approach to industrial problems. All these and^Tther fnrf^ methods 
,0 lead ,o .one pe^anent change ,he X. =1 EStoge ZaSg“'
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The prices of the principal metals descended to new levels which, in the 
writers opinion, are within the new normal general range for each metal 
under the present day degree of inflation. Copper kept to the upper limit of 
its range, lead in the higher part, and zinc and tin each towards the lower 
limit of its respective range. "The lower prices for lead and zinc are unprofit­
able to high cost producers particularly in the United States; their case for 
tariff protection was considered in detail by the U.S Tariff Commission, 
which, however, left the decision to Congress, considering it to be a matter 
of public policy. The low price of tin was influential in the completion of an 
International Tin Agreement now awaiting ratification by sufficient countries 
before it comes into operation.

Tariff Commission,
A-

115

With increase in costs and the loss of the gold premium, the financial posi- 
m/lol z-t i +l-.y-v ______ 1 _] ____ 1____  ’ll. 1 .. , ,

As far as can be judged at present 1954 is likely to average out much the 
same as 1953 for the world mineral industry, with perhaps a slight increase 
real consumption. Prices for lead are likely to average about the same as in 
1953, for zinc somewhat higher, for copper rather lower, and for tin an 
unknown level dependent on the ratification of the International Tin Agree­
ment, The manner of operation ol the new U.S. stockpiling programme and 
the extent of U.S. import duties on lead and zinc may affect this forecast.

in

an

In Australia controls were removed early in the year on the base metals, 
except copper. Price control on copper, continued as a protection to local 
producers in view of the fall in price oversea, was possible because of the 
accumulated funds in the Copper Pool. The cost difficulties of the tin and 
copper producers were subjects ol Tariff Board enquiries early in 1954, the 
results of which are awaited.

Although there was a general lift in tonnage production and exports in 
the Australian mineral industry, lower prices have meant a downturn in the 
total values of Ihe mineral production and of exports from the peaks of 1952. 
The preliminary data on Australian production, exports and imports of min­
erals in 1953 are give i in the accompanying Tables (pages 118-120).

An important event in the Australian Mineral Industry wa.s the finding of 
oil in the first borehole put down on Rough Range, Exmouth Gulf, in Western 
Australia. Of high wax content, it would appear to be a residual oil, but 
raises optimi im of obtaining payable oil in that area.

The search for oil and uranium in recent months ha.s given a stimulus 
to mineral exploration in Australia. However, intensity of exploration here 
lags far behind that in Canada where many millions of dollars so spent 
annually are regarded in the same manner as a gamble on horse-racing or 
lotteries; one might speculate on the vast development which would take place 
in Australia if only part of the financial interest in these locally characteristic 
pastimes (about £250 million turnover annually, excluding S.P. betting) could 
be diverted to exploration in the same spirit as in Canada.

Gold. The Australian mine production of gold increased to 1,075,080 
in 1953, the first time it exceeded one million ounces since 1942

oz.

4

♦

World gold production was about the same as in 1952, 26.5 million ounces <
excluding Rus.sian production. The free market intake dropped from an 
estimated 12 million ounces in 1952 to '/ million in 1953; this and the entry of 
Russian gold on the market at the end of the year, and the virtual abandon­
ment of hope that U.S. v/ould lift the dollar price above ,$35, led to the disap- 
pearance ot the gold premium by November, when oversea.s sales of Australian « 
gold ceased. "150 average premium from sales by the Australian Gold 
Producers' Association during the year was 11 8d. per fine ounce.

an

• .............U* waiyx uxc; ivoii VI UIC yViU pieilllUill, Ifie III
tion of most of the larger gold producers is back to where it was before 
devaluation in 1949, several mines are in even worse position. To avoid 
the probable closing down of several important mines, the industry has 
approached the Commonwealth Government for a subsidy. In the mean­
time, producers will tend to increase grade and tonnage of ore mined in 
an effort to reduce costs, and it is not improbable that production in 1954 will 
exceed 1,100,000 ounces, approaching the 194?, figure. The recent increase 
of 2/8d. per ounce in the price paid by the Commonwealth Bank to producers 
will be of little help.

To avoid

In the mean-

Lead-Zinc. In 1953 recoverable mine production of lead was higher, at 
258,200 tons, as also was refined lead at 172,468 tons, but lead bullion wasluijj, Citi (uibu wub jeiinecx leQQ cii 1/z,4Dd tons, tout Igqq bullion wqs 
lower at 34,290 tons. Exports of refined lead and bullion attained a new oeak 
/-i{ lAQ A'i'i /o oon_____ x;__ K. ■T’____ , , , , , , .of 148,433 tons and 42,339 respectively. Exports of recoverable lead in con­
centrate was 34,700 tons. The total value of exports declined because ol 
lower prices oversea, to £25,257,1 19.

Recoverable mine and refinery production of zinc were higher at 200,800 
tons and 90,178 tons respectively. Exports of zinc declined to 36,938, but 
concentrates increased to 233,309 tons (about 104,500 tons recoverable metal). 
The total value of exports of refined zinc and concentrates at £9,027,951, is 
less than half the 1952 figure.

Increased production of lead and zinc has helped to offset to some extent 
the fall in prices of these metals. The London Metal Exchange price of lead 
ranged between £74 and £103.15, but mainly in the £90's; g.o.b. zinc opened 
the year at £96 ranging down to £63but mainly in the £70's. The Australian 
prices were the f.o.b. equivalents. Port Pirie and Risdon.

Australian production of lead and zinc in 1954 should not be lower than 
last year; it is likely that total production of each will increase to some 
extent.

Copper. Australian recoverable mine production of copper in 1953 was 
35,900 tons; of blister copper 35,293 tons; and of domestic refined copper 
14,679 tons. The great increase in copper production came mainly from Ml. 
Isa, Queensland, where the new. smelter commenced operations in February.

Because of heavy stocks due to earlier import contracts, it became 
difficult to market all the new copper produced during the year; exports were 
permitted, particularly of blister from Mt. Isa and some from Mt. Morgan. 
Excess stocks have now been marketed, but blister production is now far ahead 
of electrolytic refining capacity. Much of Mt. Isa blister is being exported 
oversea for refining on toll for the present. If it is established, as seems likely, 
that Mt. Isa blister can be fire-refined up to acceptable standards, there should 
be no technical difficulty in treating the full production in Australia. In the

.. ♦ ^eantime, however, experience has shown that Australian blister can be 
“ent oversea for treatment on toll and return at a lower cost than its electro-
lytic treatment here.

The Tariff Board enquiry on the copper-producing industry was completed 
in March, 1954; the Board's report is awaited. It is clear that at a domestic 
price of £300 a ton at least one major producer will be unprofitable.

Production in 1954 is likely to be of the order of 38,000 tons copper. It is 
now apparent that manufacturers' estimates in recent years of domestic de­
mands of primary copper, ranging up to 60,000 tons, were greatly over-esti­
mated, and consumption has not yet exceeded 43,000 tons. Unless there is a 
great expansion in development projects in the next few years, consumption
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will oontinue in the 4U-50.000 tons ranqe. Relatively small imports will r-
li?

tinue to be required.
Tin. Production of refined fin in 1953 declined to 1,443 tons, lower t:

i

the previous nadir in 1951. The reduction was due mainly to Tableland
- » ■

U.K. price.s remained fairly stationary in 1953. 
£stg.l56 per ton on ’ ' ' ' '

, ... ------ The price was raised to
- ‘ ----- 1st January, 1954, after dropping from £stg.l61 per ton to

£stg.l50 on the resumption of private trading.

dredge being out of production until November whilst being moved to The Australian price is governed by the Canadian price and remained
nev/ dredging site. There wa.i also a s: lull loss in production by low-g:a at £210 per ton for the greater part of the year.
higli-cost producers closing dov/n after pricers fell in mid-year.

When the London Metal Exr-iianae price of fin declined from £stg.95O-“ 
to around £stg.700 earhy in the year, control oi the price of tin in Austr-ri 
wliich had been maintained at EA.llOO a ton to producers in the previou.

Rutile and Zircon.

■»

monthiS, v.’as lifted. Dome.stic producer.’ 
prices less smelting and otner .’iiaige.-, 
than Malayan producers were receiving.

were paid on the basis of Singap
•vhich gave them a net return lowr-'

4

-- --------- Production of these two minerals at 39,000 tons and
29,800 tons respectively was similar to that of 1952, but prices on offer for both 
commodities slumped sharply. Sales of rutile were recorded down to £30 per 
ton f.o.b. Brisbane, whilst zircon was sold down to £8 per ton. Notwithstanding 
this sharp decline in prices several producers selling on a contract basis 
received in the vicinity of £40 per ton and £10 per ton respectively.

Small producers who had taken ,r 
low grade propertie.s during tiie period of abnormal prices were unable ■
continue production, and the industry applied for tariff protection. The 
of the Tariff Board enquiry is a'.vaited.

rei ■ I ’

Although piices have since re^.’overed somewhat, world over-prcductic: 
’.'/ill lead to w'-idely fluctuating price.-; unles.s the International Tin Agreemer
drawn up at tlie end of 1953, is ratified. The chances of its signature by tiile
closing date, 30th June, 1954, by tfie minimum of 9 consuming countries, despi:».-
probable acceptance by sufficient producing countries, are not bright. ' i '

Production of tin in Australia during 1954 is likely to be of the order o: 
2,000 tons, and consumption which hod fallen to belovr 2,900 tons in 1953, 
likehy to recover to its normal level of around 2,300 tons, requiring sn,a..

At these reduced prices, brought about by the disposal of excess con- 
sumer stocks built up in previous years, demand has remained firm and the 
early months of 1954 saw signs of a recovery, and rutile was sought at 
£38-40.

In recent months considerable concern has been shown, particularly m 
the United States, at the comparatively slow progress made in titanium metal 
production,- in 1953 metal production in the U.S. was only 2,000 tons. Metal 
production will be greatly expanded in the next lew years and the U.S. 
Government has authorised contracts for 37,500 short tons in 1956. Precise 
information i.s lacking whether Australian rutile is being used for production 
of titanium metal, but recent enquiries seem to confirm this. Whilst production 
of titanium metal i.s based on rutile thw demand for Australian concentrates
seems assured. Research being carried out on the use of ilmenite and of

imports. Ï

Tungsten. Australian production of 'wolfram and scheelite in 1953 m 
creased above the previou.s year's re-ord to 2,101 tons of 65 per cent. V,'O 
concentrates.

When the British Ministry ol Supply withdrew its ore-buying prices early
in 1953, several small Australia!------------- mines which had been opened up during 
ttie period of high prices were unable to continue operations at the greatly 
reduced price. The open market price declined from above stg 300 - a unit 
at the beginnmg of the year to stg. 165 - at the close. It d^Gmed funh.i 5. 
lUU early in 1954, but has since recovered. The greatly expanding use ci 
machine looks in industry should ---- ' ■’

reduced price.
It declined further to

-- --------- : remove much of the former pessimism of
reasonable-cost tungsten producers in peacetime.

Production of the larger producers in Australia, who hold contracts witi: 
tiie U.K. arid U.S. Governments will not be seriously affected by these reduced
prices until their contracts run out in 2-4 years.

titanium slag as the basic raw materials could alter the picture.

Iron and Steel. In 1953 output of steel increased by nearly 25 per cent, to 
2,049,237 tons. Until the new rolling mills at Port Kembla are in operation, 
steel ingot production capacity is well ahead of local requirements, so that 
for the time being exports of iron and steel will continue. In 1953, exports of 
pig iron were 211,216 tons, and of steel 161,678 tons. Amongst mineral and 
metal exports, the value of iron and steel exports rose to fourth place, next to 
lead, gold and zinc.

Coal. Australian black coal production fell by 1 million tons to 18.4 million 
tons in 1953, but output was still in excess of the annual domestic consumption. 
Black coal is meeting steadily increa.sing competition from oil fuels and brown 
coal; it is estimated that these fuels displace one million tons of black coal 
annually. While coal costs have risen in recent years, oil fuels costs have 
fallen and railway economics now favour the use of oil fuels in preference 
to black coal or pulverised brown coal.

Exports of coal from Australia rose from 177,000 tons in 1952 to 377,000

Aluminium. Although construction of the Bell Bay . aluminium smeltc.' 
neared completion, commencement of operations was further delayed by 
pected difficulties in the Trevallyn hydro-electric ilrtrHz

tons in J.S'53, an increase of 113 per cent. Approximately 172,000 tons were

tunnel. Production of alumina
, -- „.JO luHiici uciuyeu JO)
tne Irevallyn hydro-electric scheme, particularly

is

■ unex- 
in the

and of metal some months later.now expected to commence in January, 195.'. 
Initial output will be 10,000 tons of metal

exported to New Caledonia and 1 16,000 tons to Korea. Imports fell from 
272,000 tons in 1952 to 22,000 tons in 1953.

The output of brown coal in Victoria rose by 153,500 tons to 8,257,300 tons
in 1953. The output from the main S.E.C. open cut rose by-27,200 tons to

_ . . , , ------- will xjti 1U,UUU ions Ol
bTcomes available. ° '°''' ‘^e necessary further pov.-e^

The world output of aluminium, u tu IT c: A 'a u 1 1 2.5 million tons in 1953, ofwnich the U^.A. produced 1.1 million tons and Canada 0.5
Aluminium Company of Canada has million tons. Tin

announced that its Kitimat project ■ill.j ,nr. ... . ~ — ....JLuui iis Miimai proieci ..lu
commence m mid- 954 with an initial production rate of 82,500 tons annuahy:
the ultimate potential is expected to be 500,000 tons.

the record figure of 6,474,900 tons and a record output of 1,242,418 tons was 
achieved at the Yallourn North open cut. Five private companies operated 
brown coal mines during the year; their output of 539,981 tons was much the 
same as in 1952. Brown coal from these operations is largely used for industrial 
purposes, although the new Geelong and Ballarat power stations are being 
operated by brown coal from Wensley Bray and Bacchus Marsh respectively.

J. A. DUNN,
7/5/1954.
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PRELIMINARY MINERAL PRODUCnON STATISTICS, 1953.
119

Unit of 
Measure Quantity.

1952

Alunite............................................................
Antimony........................................................
Arsenic (As-jOa) (e) ...............................
Asbestos..........................................................
Barite................................................................
Bauxite.................. ..........................................
Bentonite.........................................................
Beryllium ore................................................
Bismuth in cons............. ...............................
Building Stones and Road Materials

ton 314
483*
120

4,059
4,944
7,235

825
87
28

Value, 
£A,

2,158 
63,413*
7,200

637,821
34,985 
13,632
4,156 

14,961
3,278

1953 
Quantity. Valu« 

£A.

214 (e) 17,500

4,969 (e)762,000
5,47,5 
4,126

218
125

3

ie)64,500 
(e)8.00C 

740 
22,22- 
(e)3^'

I

PRELIMINARY MINERAL PHODUCTION STATISTICS, 1953—(Conlinued)

(a) Valuation based on f.o.b. value of refined metal, concentrates., ■ iciiiicj jilciiji) LUIicti 11 iraies, <
average domestic market value of refined metal consumed locally. 
h.stirnrrfH —ii  ।    . .

etc., exported, and
/i-,i r I- . J--------------- icHiieu meiui consumea locally.
(Pl Pstima.ed recoverable copper of all ores and concentrates produced.
(c) tstimated recoverable lead of ores and concentrates produced, including that of silver­

lead concentrates.
(d) Sales,
(f) Recalculated Io 65% WO».
(g) Estimated recoverable zinc of all
(i) Incomplete.

WO:,.
ores and concentrates produced.

(i) .........................................
Cadmium (a).............................
Cement.........................................
Chromite........................................
Clays (i).......................... .............
Coal--black ..............................

browr...................................
Cobalt oxide...............................
Copper (a) (b) .......................
Copper ore for fertilizers . .
Damourite..................................
Diamond (Industrial) . . ... 
Diatomite...........................   ,
Dolomite........................................
Felspar.........................................
Flint pebbles...............................
Fluorspar....................................
Fuller's Earth...............................
Glauconite.................................
Gold.......................... ......................
Graphite........................................
Gypsum........................................
Ilmenite (d) ................................
Iron ore........................... ....
Iron oxide .................................
Lead (a) (c)...............................
Limestone and lime (i).............

ton

cv/t 
ten

ci.rrot 
ton

fine oz 
ton

13,793,347- 4,811,130=*'
286 

1,335,700 
1,398

602,000 
n.a.

13,286
3,203,856* 1,267,627’'

n.a.
296 

1.572,800 
1,968 

3,378,950

507,000 
n.a

29,717
, ------- ------------ --------- - 1,275,000

19,405,098’- 53,328,141* 18,440,867 (e)5I,37 5 000
8,103,764 3,476,627 " ...................... ..........

326 18,249
17,900 6,289,000
2,047

461
49 

6,366 
96,464 
13 589

513
86 

no
230 

980,435
75 

351,678
46 

2,907,754 
18,712 

219,100

54,640 
2,517

118 
25,820 
85,916 
47,578 
4,495

857
284

7,305 
15,188,408

974
289,255

146

Magnesite . 
Manganese ore
Mica-...block , . ,
Mineral pigments
Molybdenite cons.

ton 
lb 
ton

8,257,299
340

3,636,666 
(e) 18,500

35,900 1 1,994,000
1,959 
n,a,

716 
2,837 

92,813
6,775 
n a.
303

31
319

21,732

(e)l,700 
(e) 12,000 
(e)66,000 
{e)27,00n

3,373
154

11,18-
1,075,080 16,654,8r

2 180
327,204 (e)258,50C

10 325
3,317,300 3,298,718 {e)3,690,000

58,073
33,694 000

9,083 <e)21,000

2.720,050 1,715 868

<

♦

- f

PRELIMINARY IMPORT STATISTICS, 1953.

Monazite (dl 
Oil shale.............
Opal ...................
Osmiridium.............
Phosphate rock ,. .

42,137 
7,069

71,929 
703 

3
115 

21,661

Pyrite cons.

oz, 
ton

Quartz crystals . .
Rutile cons.
Salt (e) 
Sapphire . 
Serpentine ., , 
Sillimanite , , 
Silver (a) . 
Talc , , , 
Tantaliii cons, , 
Tin ........................
Vermiculite . , 
Tungsten—

Scheelite . .
Wolfram , , , 

Zinc (a) (g) .,, 
Zircon cons, ., .

lb 
ton

ton

oz 
ton 
lb. 
Ion

51 
5,544 

198,713
14 

38,014 
277,000

133,204 
51,768 
91,725

5,269
33

9,022 
50.902
64,148

2.548
3,592

786,408
29 

1.537,894

259,200 26,601,000
3 020,584 (e) 1,754,500

45,335 (e) 144,500
18,782 (e) 173,500
72,227 

591
12

196

59
n,a.

1

175
1,333

n.a.
990
131

7.243

102,243 
(e)3,800 

267 
(e)23,00C

(i)76,460
2,941

165,401 (e)808.50e

ie)39,000 (e) 1,888,003
n.a.

395
------  3,557

11,278,374 2,564,000 12,248,896
7,605

16,108
56,064 
10,175

1,609 1,755'568

9,892
18,124

n.c 
no 

(e)30* 
20,90* 

2,504,000 
(e)66,50r 

20,200

62 744
1.494 (e) 1,259,000

29 34.-

•i 
(
I

927 1,631,423
1,045 1,912,413

165 000 23,485,000
29,691

1,121 (e)l,773.500
980 <e)I,317.5C"

200.800 13.917,000
272,913 (e)29',800 (e)'238,50C

Aluminium— 
ore (Bauxite! ......................................
pig. Ingot ...................................................

A ntimonv— 
cons, ...........................................
metal.............................................................

Arsenic— 
white AsiOj ........................................
pentoxide ...................................................

Asbestos (all types) ................................
Barite—ground................................................
Bentonite .....................................................
Bismuth— 

metal ...............................................
carbonate ...................................................

Chromium—Ore ... . ...........................
Clays—all types , ..................................
Coal . . ................. .................................
Cobalt salts................................................
Copper— 

ore ¡5 cons ..........................................
Pig, ingot and refinery shapes . .

Diamonds, industrial .............................
Diatomite.........................................................
Felspar.............................................................
Fluorspar.........................................................
French Chalk 5 Steatite preparations 
Fuller's Earth............................................
Gold- 

ores (S cons..................  , .
bar, dust, ingot.......................................

Graphite—all types ............................
Gypsum...........................................................
Iron and Steel— 

ore...........................................................
pig................................................................
ingot, bloom............................................

Magnesium powder.................................
Magnesite.......................................................
Manganese ore—all types.....................
Mercury....................................................... ....
Mica—all types..........................................
Mineral oil.......................................................
Nickel— 

pig...........................................................
bar, rod....................................................

Platinum group metals.........................
Platinum—rods, bars................................
Phosphate rock........................................
Salt—all types............................................
Sillimanite ......................................................
Silver—bar, ingot.....................................
Sulphur..........................................................
Tin—ingot....................................................
Tinplate (inol, terneplate)....................

Unit of
Measure,

ton

lb, 
lb, 
ton

carat 
ton

lb

ton

lb
ton

lb.

gal.

ton

oz.

ton

oz
ton

oz.

1952 
Quantity. Value 

£A.

1953
Quantity. Value 

£A.

7,899 1,518,628 7,520
4

1,553,746

510
14

2,609

99,146
4,513

210,746

27,726 1,910,838
49

2,874
1,081 

34,767

599
15

2,146

26,466
18 

2,446

64,803
4,433

125,189

1,738,068
489

32,464

33,052
4,961
6,243
4,149

272,352
45

45,130
10,490
74,531
48,315

900,491
29,904

36,509
5,712
4,080
1,532

22,200
25

38,801
8,500

61,379
28,972
91,973
16,652

16 574
26,379* 8,213,930*

240,698
835
333
855

72
7

527,063
24.525
3,804

16,650
2,282

163

19
2,494

156,530
2,179 

150 
869
164
96

364 
866,496 
330,749 

62,030
1,945 

23,161
3,848 
1,129

3,472 18
286,257 4,487,411

1,098 
10

77,458
158

158,366
707

7

2,501,857
34,222

109

2,835
6,232
1,533

24,640
772
36*

46,192
200,383

3,106 
236,922 
225,234

6,018
10,451
■ 540* 

59,355 
46,287

228
1,008

401
1,231

45,777 
202,048

1,547,204,859 77,373,584 1487,384'060

613
10*

179
439

1,095,127
6,634

70
123,240

345,353
9,766
1,89^

15,885
2,284,602

124,219
2,416

46,209

632
20 

1,067 
246

1,181,709 
8,885

I

122

35,775
58

12,435
20,102
50,375
29,004

73,253,532

111,404 2,115,157
180 213,925

162,594 15,668,039

63,224
146,281

623
82,914

377,459 
20,997 
11,402
7,973

2,319,309 
122,425

63
23,432

2,111,736
555,540

8,266,895
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PRELIMINARY EXPORT
Unit of 
Measure.

STATISTICS, 1953.
1952

Quantity.

■»

SMELTER AND REFINERY

121

Aluminium --Ore (Bauxite)
Pig, ingot ...............

Antimony—ore ....................
Arsenic—White....................
Asbestos—all types ...
Barite—ground
Bismuth—cons
Cadmium—metal
Clays—all types..................
Coal ... . ,

Value. 
£A.

Quantity.
1953

ton
489

36
81,796

1,813

51 
659 
139

Value, 
£A,

793
109,396

8,917

Yearly 
totals.

1951
1952
1953 .

Gold, 
Mint Issue, 

fine oz.
. 754,519
. 882,892
. 986,712

PRODUCnON OF METALS IN AUSTRALIA.

Silver (a), 
fine oz,

6,878,832
6,772,624
6,672,479

1,170
1,209

5
97

494 
176,828

190,440
25,293

2,591 
214,960

16,138 
827,025

Copper(b) 
tons.

13,543
19,623
14,679

2,303
877

5
222

1,537
376,779

388,450
17,546

1,995
380,859

19,126 
1,581,507 I

Copper— 
ores and cons........................................
ingot and refinery shapes ..............

Diamonds—industrial ................................
Diatomite......................
Felspar , , , .
French chalk & Steatite preparations

Gold- 
ores and cons...............................

carat 
ton

4,553
649

30,211
90

983
1

507,747
315,461
45,437

3,591
7,728

37

(e)4,000(i: 
9,979

63,656 
152
158

4

I) (e)40,000 
2,994,344

82,592 
5,097 
3,469

78 t
bar, dust, ingot 

Graphite—all types 
Gypsum....................

iron and Steel—
pig..........................
ingot, bloom , . .

Lead—
cons............................
pig...........................
bullion....................

Magnesite . , .

;s

lb, 
fine oz, 
ton

251,021 18,193
824,874 13,506,231

41 
32,523

3,208
49,786

121,638
1,204,518

9
27,838

5,187 
19,‘^27,028 

721
51,157

Monthly 
totals—1953,

January , 
February 
March 
April
May . . ,, 
June
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
Decern be." , 
1954— 
January 
February 
March , , 
April , , , , 
Source

Pig Iron, 
tons.

1,325,145
1,542,063
1,836,854

Ingot 
Steel, 
tons.

1,462,751 
1,638,417 
2,049,237

64,700 1,306,537
5,831 169,580

211,216
161,678

3,881,223
4,741,042

-

38,134 3,148,073
141,431 22,276,856

Manganese—all types 
Mercury......................................
Mica—all types.......................
Mineral oil.................................
Molybdenite cons.......................
Nickel ....................................
Opal ..................................
Platinum Group metals 
Rutile cons..................

lb.

. .. gal, 
ton

31,414 
91

no 
779 

10,205 
9,651,026

Salt , . . 
Sillimanite (kaolinised)

Silver— 
bar, ingot............................

Sulphur .......................................
Tantalum and Columbium c

Tin— 
ores & cons...................

cons.

ingot
tinplate (incl. terneplate)

Tungsten— 
Scheelite 
Wolfram ■

cons.
cons.

Tungsten ores <51 cons.

Zinc— 
cons..................................
slabs, blocks ..............

Zircon cons.

oz.
ton

oz. 
ton 
cwt.

ton

fi) Including Copper-lead concentrates.

629 
37,654 
22,278

101

5,720,197 
4,894 
2,228 
1,247

472 
1,212,946

140 
137

94,669 
25,859 

1,601,005
127,200 

831

64,528
148,433
42,338 

98
14,152 

884
14,382

4,616,291

3,571,262
15,866,276
5,819,581

5,816
242,509

1,295
1,387

611,010

Yearly 
totals.
1951
1952
1953

36

506 
36,076 
16,075

6,125
117,120

19,960 
1,818,088 

114,642

1

J

5,954,090 2,276,516

49

679
631
121

52 
3,407

25,413
725,774

21,126

1.020 1,729,869 
968 1,704,564

21 38,617

226,597 11,836,839
44,741 8,450'158
26,083 ----------308,559

5,162,656
1

1,170

396
81

9

987
1,250

134

233,309
36,938
31,173

1,960,255
80

65,542

14,229
84,948

865

* ‘

Monthly 
totals—1953.

January . . , 
February . . .
March..............
April...............
May
June...................
July....................
August . . ..
September 
October . . . 
November . . 
December 
1954— 
January............
February . .
March
April...................

Source:

1,481,686 
1,640,857

195,020

5,311,983
3,715,968

298,132

. Ì

56,056 
80,847
80,318 
65,268
80,910
97,160 

107,872
88,727 
80,720 
80,979 
66,171

101,684

57,846
73,037

102,829
50,218
A.M.

75,047 
288,943 
522,334 
561,084 
783,943 
576,640 
605,136 
649,347 
568,293 
822,832 
492,602 
726,278

846,682
775,502
810,564

C.BCS

Lead (c) 
tons.

165,758 
¡56,639
172,460

5,205 
16,404
15,948 
16,369 
15,717 
19,151
17,617 
17,290 
18,816 
13,995
18,952

19,131
15,949
15,396

A.M.M.

493 
1,520 
1,179 
1,793

830 
2,466

237
239
729 

1,766 
2,489

938

3,449
2,824
2,365

A M.M.

Lead Bullion
(99.3 Pb.)

Ions, 

32,l55(d) 
37,975(1) 
34,290(g)

3,225 
2,900 
3,190 
3,060 
1,970 
3 485 
2,785 
2,765 
2,960 
2,780 
2,650 
2,520

3,080
2,400
2,595
4,170

(a) Yearly totals neglect small recovery of secondary silver 
monthly totals.

(b) 
(c)
(d) 
(f) 
(g)

From domestic ores and concentrates only.
Yearly totals exclude lead recovered from scrap included 
Containing 31,872 tons lead. 
Containing 37,709 tons lead. 
Containing 34,049 tons lead.

134,341 
133,874 
164,923 
158,235
146,076 
151,935 
156,340 
158,254 
151,469 
162 460 
157,267 
161,680

157,116 
145,132
164,749 
158,810 
172,375
171,714 
184,808 
186,907 
171,014 
187,818 
181,684 
167,110

158,806
135,523
144,193

180,363
151,868
178,584

C.B.C.S, C.B.C.S,

Tin, 
tons.
1,459
1,700
1,443

Zinc, 
tons.

77,010
87,438
90,178

126 
117
119
99
74

126
168
117
117
117
130
133

123
143
213
112

7,368 
6,714
7,424 
7,110
7,285 
6,754 
7,070
7,445 
7,404
8,393 
8,404
8,807

8,593
7,883
8,921
8,677

A.M.M,

from scrap, etc., included in

in monthly totals.
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ALUMINIUM. 1 123

The Australian Aluminium Commission now expects its alumina plant 
to be in operation by January, 1955. Metal production will commence some 
months later. Initial output will be 10,000 tons per annum, rising to 13,000 
ton.s when additional power becomes available.

now

The apparent consumption of primary aluminium products in 1953 was 
10,450 tons, 2,188 tons belo-w the 1952 consumption. The fall in apparent con­
sumption was principally due to lower imports of 'rods, bars, plates and sheets 
Imports of aluminium ingots v/ere unduly high in 1951 and it is probable that 
excess stocks held by fabricators are still being reduced.

. Australia- l-20k ingots, £210 per ton, c.'i.l. main Australian ports 
r-vnV’ inrTr\l io /-t»n _ ____• -l_j__  nn i -i _

<>

The l-20k ingot. IS ® ingot in one piece weighing 20 kilogrammes. The
metal is 99.5'' minimum aluminium.

Consumption in the United Kingdom increased from 3,170 tons in 1952 to 
4,360 in 1953, the increase was due almost entirely to the storage battery 
industry (370 tons) and for white pigments (730 tons).

Prices. There has been no alteration in the domestic prices during the 
last three months. Ore-buymg is on the basis of 30 - per unit of antimony 
in a 60'" concentrate delivered smelter, Sydney, The price of antimony metal 
remains unchanged at £325 per ton in 5 ton lots delivered capital cities.

The price of antimony metal in the United Kingdom remains unchanged 
at £stg.210 per ton.

There has been no change in either the ore or metal prices in the United 
States.

U.K..- £stg.l56 per ton.
U.S.: 21.5 cents per lb.

Quarter ended 
31/12/1953.

Quarter ended 
31/12/1953.

Production.
Bauxite.........................................

Exports.
Bauxite..........................................
Aluminium pigs, ingots, etc.
(a).................................................

Tons.

894

£ Tons.

Year ended 
31/12/1953.

4,126

51

659

£.

793

109,396
Other shape.s 25 7,984 76 27,154

*

Mine Production.
Metal content of ores ..

Smelter Production.
Refined antimony..............

Exports.
Ores (S Cons. 

U.K............................................

Tons.

142(a)

n.a.

£. Tons.

Year ended 
31/12/1953.

214(a)

n.a.

£.

Belgian................

Total................
Imports.
Ores <5r Cons.
South Africa . .
Other Countries

23

23

103

1,776

1,776

12,059

87
52

139

4,891
4,026

8,917

Total.................................

(a) Mostly remelted scrap. 
Scrap aluminium . .

Imports.
Bauxite...................................

Aluminium Ingots
Canada ................................
Nor-way.................................
Others..............................

25

249

579
997
112

7,984

39,719

123,126
210,239
25,262

735

680

Total

3,757
3,513

250

136,550

103,155

4 u

Other forms oi Aluminium.
1,688 358,627 7,520

U.K.
USA.
Other Countries

Total................

735
20
12

341,919
11,161
12,079

2,828
80
96

767 365,159
Principal Producer Bauxite; Sulphates Pty. Ltd., 395 Collins Sli

3,044

ANTIMONY.

529
70

57,729
7,074

759,830
738,777

55,134

1,553,746

1,202,328
34,729
55,517

1,292,574

Ireet, Melbourne, C.l.

thAfZ^/ih in ihe domestic r"
the last three months. Victorian Antimony Mines 1 td ------ u“‘-^
ihitial plant difficulties and New England AnUmonv '' - overcome their
stages of mine preparation and plant "
Lookout, New South Wales, was extensivelv lu ruiniFebruary, 1954. The financial resources of ftimue
Australia, have been found to be iSeL X Western
additions to the plant and it is proposed to r^oStShe 
additional capital.

antimony position during

erection.
Mines N.L. are still in the

The access road to Point

company to raise

< *

‘ 4 •

Total...............

Antimony metal, 
U.K........................

103

D

12,059

1,776

599

15

64,803

4,433
(a) Does not include antimony contained in lead concentrates smelted in Australia or 

exported.

Principal Producers.
Blue Spec Mining Co. N.L., Nullagine, Western Australia.
Point Lookout Antimony Mines Pty. Ltd., Point Lookout, N.S.W.
Victorian Antimony Mines Ltd., Costerfield, Vic.

Smelters.
O. T. Lempriere & Co. Ltd., Sydney, New South Wales.

ASBESTOS.
Preliminary ligures for total production of asbestos indicates that a record

high level was reached in 1953. An additional mine is to be opened at Wit-
tenoom during 1954 and it is expected that this will increase the output by 
about 1,000 tons over the 1953 figure, and possibfy fead to a reduction in 
costs.

Marketing difficulties mentioned in the previous issue of this Review have 
not been overcome and producers' stocks have risen steadily in the past year. 
On the application of the major producer the Minister of Trade and Customs 
has referred to the Tariff Board the question whether assistance should be 
afforded the production in Australia of asbestos fibre and, if so found, the 
nature and extent ofduch assistance. The Tariff Board enquiry will be held in 
Sydney and Melbourne IK-June.

Overseas reports on the‘..,market in 1953 indicate a slight overall recession 
of about 3'/' in the demand fo’bosbestos fibre in the U.S.A. Demand for group 
7 (Canadian grading) showed X considerable increase, but demand for all 
other groups are lower than in \^52. Forecasts are that there will be no
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marked change in demand in 1954. Asbestos-cement production in Australia 
is being maintained at the 1953 rate.

Current Australian prices for crocidolite are: -
1st grade—£170 per short ton (£190/8/- per long ton) f.o.b. Fremantle.
2nd grade—£150 per short ton (£168 per long ton) f.o.b. Fremantle.
3rd grade-- £135 per short ton (£151 '4 - per long ton), f.o.b. Fremantle.

Production.
Crocidolite .
Chrysotile .

Exports.
Belgium
U.S.A.............
Other Countries

Tota!

Imports—
Crocidolite, 
South Africa . . 
Other Countries

Total.......................

Chrysotile.
Canada.................
South Africa . . . .
Southern Rhodesia 
Other Countries . .

Total

Amosite.
Canada . . . .
South Africa . .
Other Countries

Total...............

Un.specified.
Canada ...............
South Africa . .
Other Countries

Total

I

I

groups.
As yet it IS too early to prédicat any iulnre reqairer.ients oi oil prospe"tinq

consumers may

CL IL la LL-'L-J criuiiy i'-/ ‘-»n/ .uiu.v i
Should a market develop in this field t;ie srecitications laid dov/n by

top quality imported material.

Price.

render it dillicult for local barite producer.-', to compet.? 'A’l'.ti

McLeod & Co. advise that the selling ['rme ol L't. 2na and 3rd
grade barytes in March, 1954, has reii.ained unclianged at i',40, t.30 and 
£12 10 - per ton, f.o.b. Sydney.

Quarter ended 
31/12/1953,

Year ended
31./I2/1953.

( >
Quarter ended 

31 12. 195.-
Ye-ir ie i

Tons.

890
299

37
911
171

1.125

201
2

203

5,273
504
210

15

6 002

1 481
1

1,482

12

12

£. Tons.

3,795
1,174

£.

6,000
150,750
28,904

185,654

27,215
277

27,492

408,067 
40,997
18,341

1,143

468,548

71,125
268

71,393

740

740

Producers.
Asbestos Mines Pty. Ltd., Box 474, G.P.O., Sydney NSW 

yulgif, via Copmanhurst, N.S.W.)
Australian Blue Asbestos Ltd,, c/- Box 483, G.PO Sydney 

at Wittenoom Gorge, W.A.)
L. G, Hancock, Nunyerri, W.A. (Chrysotile).

BARITE.

243
1,649

411

2,303

545
8

553

15,767
1,667

356
78

17,868

309
7,460

70

7,839

no
8

88

206

58,890
278,681

50,879

388,450

67,154
1,120

68,274

1,106,382
145,188
33,221
8,025

1,292,816

26,928
326,060

8,813

361,801

6,194
998

7,985

15,177

(Chrysotile deposit at Bar-

N S.W. (Crocidolite deposits

Considerable concern has been shown by local producers at the decreas- 
thf )=arite in Australia. The increased activity in the paint industry.
W consumer, has not resulted in a corresponding increased demand
for barite — the commodity being increasingly displaced by titanium white.

4*

» I

'f

k

Production
Exports—
Ground.
New Zealand 
Others . . . .

Total

Imports —Ground

Tons, 
1 686

206
150

358

£

4 246
2250

6 495

31 12/195-
Ton.-
5 47'

717 
ioO

877

18

£

15,066
2,480

546

489

Producers.
South Australian Barytes Ltd. (mi.ne location—Oraparir.na, S.A.)
L. G Abbott Co. Ltd., Box 366D, GPO, Adelaide (mine location-I.'oarlunga, S A ).

Mitchell i Kleeman, Cranbrook, W.A
Wm. Stephens, Upper Burragorang, N S W.
W. T. Harris and I. Bean, Hockley, NSW. (mine location—Kempfield, IJ S.W )

BENTONITE.
Quarter endeù 

31/12/1953

Production (a) .
Imports.

U.K. ..
U.S.A.
Others

Total

Tons, 
113

22
598

620

£..

341
8,123

8,464
(a) Excluding bentonitic clay from N.

Producers.
W. G. Fennell, Marchagee, W.A.
E. J. Noonan, Marchagee, W.A.
G. C. Margrie, Yarraman, Queensland.

BERYLLIUM.

Tons.
218

Year ended 
31 12/1953 <•

84
2,362

2.446 
I.S.W.

£.

1,2.89
31,171

4

32,464

In 1953 the world supply of beryl ore exceeded the demand and ample 
■ ' available to fabricators and producers ofsupplies of basic materials were---- ...—-  ----- - ------

end use products. Although the U.S. domestic mine shipments of bery 
exceeded those of 1952, they made up less than 10 per cent, of the U.S. total
end-use

new supply.
In Australia there has been no dilliculty in selling beryl production. The en­

tire output of 125 tons in 1953 were produced in Western Australia. North West 
Tantalum N.L., a company floated in Melbourne late in 1953, proposed to mine 
beryl-bearing pegmatites in the Pilbara district of Western Australia. Opera-
tions are expected to commence this year.



126 127

Prices. Australia: £15 per long ton unit of BeO in a minimum 9.55/ BeO 
ore in bags at Australian ports. The U.K. Government purchases all beryl 
produced in Australia through O. T. Lempriere 6 Co. Ltd., of Melbourne.

ore
Quarter ended 

31/12/1953.

U.S.: Domestic ore, 9-9.9*'< BeO ore, $45 per short ton unit f.o.b. 
Imported ore: $45-47

mine.

U.S. ports.
per short ton unit of BeO in a 10-12''< BeO ore, c.i.f.

i

Quarter ended 
31/12/1953.

Year ended 
31/12/1953.

Production.
Beryllium Ore . .

Piincipal Producers.

Tons.

33

Units BeO. Tons. Units BeO.

‘ ( - 
. 1 . 
* > *

Production . . . .
Exports.

India......................
Aust. Territories
Fiji.......................
Others................

Tons.
2,311

3
20

2

£.

264
1,143

149

380 125 1,497

Australian beryllium ere output conies from the activities of individuals 
small groups operating more or les.s on ....a prospecting basis.

or

Tons.
8,558

Year ended 
31/12/1953.

100
14
26
20

£.

7,060
1,256
1,665
1,477

Total
Imports—

U.K. ..

25 1,556 160 11,458

South Africa . . . .
Italy.............................
Other Countries . .

1,496
46

44,441
1

345 11,445

1,792
492 
344

133
53,705
25,042
11,451

BISMUTH.
Quarter ended 

31/12/1953.

Production. 
Metal in cons.........

Exports.
Ores & Cons, (in cwt.) 

UK.....................................
Imports.
Metal 
UK...................................
Others.............................

lb.

174

79

8.976

£. lb.

Year ended 
31 T2/1953. 

£.

f.» »
Total 1,841 55,932 2,629 90,331

321

1,542

9,249

98 1,995 *1 •

36,504
5

38 786
15

Producers.
Australian Commonwealth Carbide Co. Ltd., Hobart, Tasmania.

CEMENT.
The pattern of the Australian cement industry changed considerably in 

1953. The domestic output rose to 1,572,800 tons (1,335,700 tons in 1952), 
imports fell to 90,805 tons (151,678 tons) and export.s rose to 13,316 tons (10,718 
tons). The apparent consumption was thus 1,650,289 tons compared with 
1,476,659 tons in 1952. Any shortage of cement in Victoria is now disappearing
and the annual production is approaching the annual consumption. The

Total . .
Corbe nate.
UK............

8.976 9.249 36,509 38,801

estimated production capacity in Australia is over two million tons, far in 
excess of the demand.

3,266 4,622 ■ 5,712 8,500

Quarter ended 
31 -''12/1953.

Tons. £. Tons.

Year ended 
31/12/1953.

£.

CADMIUM.
cadmium has remained unchanged at 16 - 

A , a/' 1953. Early in February, 1954, the cadmium price in the
-1 i'^® to SI.70 per lb., whilst in the U.K. it was reduced

to stg. 13 - per lb.
Quarter ended 

31/12/1953.

Production..............
Exports. 

New Zealand............
Papua/New Guinea . . 
Fiji.....................................
Others..............................

415,000 1,572,800

Year ended 
31/12/1953. I

Production.
Refined metal . .

I'ons, £. Tons. £. - I ».

87

351
61

749

3,609
769

9,065

5,770
3,120
2,142
2,284

65,558
33,164
22,678
26,616

Exports.
Bars, rods. etc.
Ingots, blocks, etc.

Principal Producers.

296

Total................
Imports.

United Kingdom
Japan .................
India.....................
Others................

1,161 13,443 13,316 148,016

57
28

100,3,55
49,440

222
61

380,859
104,836

I Total

11,679
2,550

77,365
21,547

794 8,669

65,064 
16,076
6,202 
3,463

412,021
141,388
41,471
30,249

15,023 107,581 90,805 625,129

Broken Hill Associated .Smelters, Port Pirie, South Australia 
Electrolytic Zinc Co. of Au.-.lralasia Ltd , Risdon, Tasmania.

.1

.'■^ince
per annum.

CARBIDE.
Australian production of carbidr;

1950. Capacity of the plant at Si was 8,558 tons, the highest 
mug, near Hobart, is now 14,000 tons

Pnces: The ex-store price of Tasmanian carbide was £81 d 5/- per ton and 
1 D ' - DAT inn in nno r* __  ___  .• i “£79 4)5''- per ton in one and two cwt. drums respectively

Producers.
Adelaide Cement Co. Ltd., Birkenhead, S.A.
Australian Portland Cement Pty. Ltd., Fyansford, via Geelong, Vic.
Commonwealth Portland Cement Co. Ltd., Portland, N.S.W.
Goliath Portland Cement Co. Ltd., Railton, Tasmania.
Australian Portland Cement Pty. Ltd., Kandos, N.S.W.
Metropolitan Portland Cement Ltd., Maldon, N.S.W.
Queensland Cement and Lime Co. Ltd,, Dorrà, Queensland.
Southern Portland Cement Ltd., Berrima, N.S.W.
Standard Portland Cement Ltd., Charbon, N.S.W.
Sulphide Corporation Pty. Ltd., Cockle Creek, N.S.W.
Swan Portland Cement Ltd., Rivervale, W.A,
South Australian Portland Cement Co. Ltd., Brighton and Ar.gaston, S.A.
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Production . .
Ore , ,

Imports.
Chrome Ore.
New Caledonia . .
Southern Rhodesia 
Other Countries .

Total .. . , 
Ferro-Chrome

CHROMIUM.
Quarter ended 

31/12/1953.
Year ended 
31/12/1953.

Tons.

66

£.

4

4
9,123

Tons.

1,968

2,583
1,495

2

4,080
1,154

£.

43,897
17,401

81
u >

61,379
275,732

t
CLAYS.

"^^5 selling prices of 1st grade kaolin and ball clf.y quoted by 
McLeod <S Co. in March, 1954, were £22 and £15 per ton respectively fob Sydney. 2, . . .

ri »

Quarter ended 
31/1.2/1953,

Production.
Kaolin............................................
Brick Clay 5 Shale (e)
Other....................................

Tons. £.

Year ended 
31/12/1953.

Tons. £.

3,272{i)
821,275

84,030(1)
Exports.

White clays . .
Fire clay . . . .
Clays n.e.i. . .

I6,680(i)
2,957,600

404,691(1)

«) >

Total

Imports.
White clays (inch China 

Clay, Kaolin, "etc.)
U.K............................................
Other Countries.............

Total

Fire Clay. 
U.K. .. .
Other Countries

Total

Ball Clay.
U.K. .. .
Other Countries

Total

Clay 
U.K.

n.e.i.

U.S.A.....................
Other Countries

Total

461
12
99

572

6

6

151
8

159

59
9

□8

23
95
51

169

4,260
199

2,159

6,618

256

256

2,236
455

2,691

585
360

945

923
1,858
1,540

4,321

I
1.537

1,537

69
60

129

579
8

587

194
35

229

93
393
101

587

19,126

19,126

1,317
1,084

2,401

10,643
455

11,098

'•P
1,635 

680

2,315

2,505
6,516
4,137

13,158

-i .

-I I ►-

I’!•

' t *

COAL — BLACK.
Black coal in Australia is now meeting increased competition from oil 

fuels in all States of the Commonwealth and from brown coal in Victoria. 
Consumers have stated that they obtain a more constant grade and better 
continuity of supplies of the latter fuels. New oil refineries are being erected 
in several Australian States; they will increase the availability of oil fuels in 
the Commonwealth.

Exports of coal reached 376,779 tons in 1953 compared with 176,828 tons 
in 1952. Australian coal producing companies have secured contracts to 
supply coal to the U.S. Army in Korea and also to Japanese interests. Other
in 1952.

Asian markets are being investigated.

Production.
Queensland.................
New South Wales . .
Victoria..........................
Tasmania.......................
South Australia .. .. 
Western Australia ..

Total

Exports.
New Caledonia ..
Japan.......................
Fiji.......................
Korea.......................
Others......................

Tcjtol . .

Imports. 
India . 
Others

Total

Quarter ended 
31/12/1953.

Year ended 
31/12/1953.

Tons.

625,363
3,638,652

39,078
55,778

121,446
251,943

4 732,260

46,136

7,917
47,116

2,9

101,198

2,009

2,009

£. Tons. £.

199,668

31,247
168,863

200

399,978

8,973

8,973

2,533,434
14,186,360

151,907
233,629
449,355
886,182

18,440,867

171,879
56,027
20,036

116,173
12,664

792,250
238,658

83,613
417,017
49,969

376,779

17,013
5,187

22,200

Principal Producers.
Broken Hill Pty. Co. Ltd., Newcastle, N.S.W.
Australian Iron and Steel Ltd., Port Kembla, N.S.W.
I. and A. Brown and Abermain and Seaham Collieries Ltd., Cessnock, N.S.W.
State Coal Mine, Lithgow, N.S.W.
Aberdare Collieries Ltd., Ipswich, Queensland.
Blair Athol Open Cut Collieries Ltd., Blair Athol, Queensland.
Theiss Bros., Collide, Queensland.
State Coal Mines, Wonthaggi, Victoria.
Cornwall Coal Co., St. Mary's, Tasmania.
State Mine, Leigh Creek, South Australia.
Amalgamated Collieries of W.A. Ltd., Collie, Western Australia.
Griffin Coal Mining Co. Ltd., Collie, Western Australia.
Western Collieries Ltd,, Collie, Western Australia.

1,581,507

56,40.)
35,564

91,973

COAL — BROWN.
The Victorian brown coal output reached the record figure of 8,257,299 

tons in 1953, 153,535 tons above the 1952 output. The State Electricity Com­
mission produced 7,717,318 tons, 6,474,900 tons coming from the main Yallourn 
open cut and 1,242,418 tons (1,087,623 tons in 1952) from the Yallourn North
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open cut. The output from the Maddingley Brown Coal mine rose to 326,000
tons, an increase of 47,000 tons. This Company is now supplying brown coal 
to the new S.E.C. power station at Ballarat. Winchelsea Coal Pty. Ltd. is 
supplying coal to the S.E.C. Geelong pov/er station from its Wensley Bray open 
cut.

Tile demand ¡or brov/n coal for industrial purposes in Victoria is expected 
to continue to rise in 1954.

4

Production

Quarter ended 
31/12/1953.

Tons.13.

2,108,773

Year ended 
31/12/1953.

ions.
8,257,299

have agreed to their receipts from this iund being pooled and subdivided 
among themselves on an agreed basis.

On March 25th, 1954, it was announced that the U.S. Government had 
entered an agreement to purchase 100,000 short tons of copper from the Chilean 
stockpile at the market price; this copper will be credited against the U.S. 
strategic stockpile. The announcement brought little reaction in the U.S. and 
U.K. copper markets although it is predicted in some quarters that the advent 
of current Chilean production on the open market will cause a decline from 
the present price of approximately £stg.245 per ton.

Producers.
State Electiicity Commission, 22 William Street, Melbourne {mines at Yallourn).
Maddingley Brown Coal Pty. Ltd., 411 Collins Street, Melbourne (mine at Bacchus Marsh), 
Moolamooria Brown Coal Mine, Post Office, Thcrpdale, Victoria.
Star Collieries, 22 Mt. Alexander Road, Flemington, Vic. (mine at Bacchus Marsh).
Winchelsea Coal Pty. Ltd., 22 Dynon Road, South Kensington (mine at Wensley Bray 

via Winchelsea).

♦
* *

)

The United States prices continue comparatively constant at 29.5-30.0 cents 
per pound.

Quarter ended 
31/12/1953.

Year ended 
31/12/1953.

COBALT.
Price. Recent alteration.s in the price of cobalt were: U.S , $2.42 to $2.62 

per lb., in 100 lb parcels,- U,K,, 20 - to 21 stg. per lb.

4

Production.
Copper in cons.

Smelter production.
Blister copper . , 
Refined copper .

Tons,

10,015

9,387
5,193

£. Tons,

37,364

35,293
14,679

£.

Production.
Cobalt oxide
Cobalt content

Quarter ended 
3I/12./1953.

Tons.

Year ended 
31/12/1953. 

Tens.

3,95
2 56

Imports of cobalt-bearing rnateriaLs are not recorded separately.

Principal Producers.
Electrolytic Zinc Co of Australasia Lt.d . Risdon, Tasmania.

16,65
10.54

COPPER.
At the direction of the Minister for Trade and Customs, the Tariff Board 

inquiry into
(a) the nature and extent of assistance which should be afforded to the 

production in Australia of copper in the forms mentioned under Tariff 
Item 140; and

(b) if any alteration be recommended to Tariff item 140, the consequential 
alterations which should be made to the duties under Tariff Item 139 

commenced in Melbourne on 3rd March, 1954.

Evidence given at the inquiry on behalf of producers requested that they 
should, by means of a sliding scale tariff, be guaranteed „ ^,,1.___ 1
£320 a ton. In addition the Mt. L-yell Mining & Railway Co. Ltd. requested 
additional assistance to meet higher costs until their present expansion pro­
gramme is completed.

£320 a ton.
a minimum price of

t

Exports.
Ores and cons...........................
Blister copper. 
U.S.A..............................................

Pigs, ingots, etc. 
British countries....................
Fed. Rep. Germany . . . .
Italy ..............................................
Other Foreign Countries . .

Total.........................................
Rolled, drawn and extruded 

shapes ..................................
Scrap copper.............................

Imports.
Ores 5r Cons.
Blister copper.............................
Pigs, ingots, etc..........................
Rods, bars, etc..............................
Plates, sheets, etc.....................
Pipes, tubes etc..........................
Scrap copper.............................

Principal Producers.

72

749

228
158

90
75

277
4
4

Mt. Isa Mines Ltd., Mt. Isa, Queensland.

3,349 126 5,899

305,000 'I

63,766
36,499

I 
I 
I 
I

I

- 1
27,406 f
23,372

107,576
2,304 

366

l/iL. IbiLJ iVilJico t-nu., i’ll., -------- , /-X ry.
Mt. Lyell Mining and Railway Co. Ltd., Queenstown, Tasmania. 
Mt. Morgan Ltd,, Mt, Morgan, Queensland,

9,979

1,330
749

19
1,666

828
861

73
6

Copper in dross, speiss, etc., from the smelting ol lead concentrate;— 
, TTn X___ ; _x_ 1 .„h/src Pirio Rniilh Aitcfmlirf

2,994,344

398,398
175,130

364
574,523
291,973
351,197

57,049
683

Production of blister copper at Mt. Isa temporarily ceased from 28th 
January to 22nd February, 1954, due to damage to the turbo blower on the 
converter plant and production for the two months was only 1,249 tons. 
During the shut-down period concentrates were accumulated and production 
of blister in March was 2,010 tons.

Prices. The domestic price of copper remains under control of the Prices 
Ministers and has not been subject to any alteration since August, 1953, when 
it was fixed at £300 per ton to consumers. At present producers are receiving 
an additional £20 per ton from copper pool funds; the three major producers

jper ill UlL-OO, opciioo. ................... - -----r. « .1-
Broken Hill Associated Smelters, Port Pine, South Australia.DrURKll IJUi ----------------- - , J
Mt. Isa Mines Ltd., Mt. Isa,- Queensland.

<1 Smelters.
Mt, Isa Mines Ltd,, Mt, Isa, Queensland.
Mt. Lyell Mining and Railway Co. Ltd.
Mt, Morgan Ltd.
Electrolytic Refining and Smelting Co, Port Kembla, N.S.W.

Refiuers.
Mt. Lyell Mining and Railway Co, Ltd, 
Electrolytic Refining and Smelting Co,
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DAMOURITE.
Quarter ended 

31/12/1953.
Tons.

Production...................
(a) Company figure.

n.r

Year ended 
31 /12/1953.

Tons.
406(a)

Imports.
United Kingdom
Norway................
Others................. 74

12
719
154

9
127

14

211
1,544

190

Producer.
Australian Industrial Minerals N.L., 35 Grenfell Street, Adelaide (lease at Mt. Crawford, 

S A.).

Total ......................

Principal Producers.
86 873 150 1,945

itreet, Melbourne (leases at

P O. Box 18, Alexandria,

DIATOMITE.
Price. Retail price quoted by McLeod & Co. in h/.arch, 1954, was £37 10 

per ton, f.o.b. Sydney.

Production
Exports.

Mew Zealand
O‘hers . . .

Total

Imports.
UK .
US A 
Others

Total

Quarter ended 
31-12/1953.

Tons.
612

67
2

69

5
302

15

322

Producers.
S 11 Rodda Pty Ltd Bex 16, P.O. Port Melbcuri 
G A Thomson Pty. Ltd . Mewham, Victoria

£.

2,461
134

2 595

197
9.834

576

10 607

Vic (d(

Broken Hill Felspar Development Co . P.O. Box 396, Broke Hill, N.S.W.
(lease at

Tons.
2.837

Year ended 
31- 12/1953.

98
54

39
2.076

64

2.179

£.

4,138
959

5,097

1,297
57,404

3 329

62 030

leposit at Kibncre, Vic).

Camribell Bros, Limited, Bowen Hills, Brisbane (depo.sit at Black Duck, via Gotten', 
Brisbane and Wunderlich, Lake Gnanqara, W A.
Mineral:- Pty Ltd , 318 Botany Road, Alexandria, M.S W. 'deposit at Cccnafcarabrrin) ■

Production

DOLOMITE.
Quarter ended 

3! 12/1953
Tonr.

21 481

Year ended 
31 12 • 1953.

Ton.'-
92 813

»

>
*

i

There has been
FLUORSPAR.

(I " , recent change in the position regardinq Australianfluorspar production or demand. ------- ■ '■ ■ " ^usirananrecardodd • .V," 1------- production in North Queensland
recorded during the lourth quarter 1953, although
be engaged in mining operations.

was
some men are reported to 

Output lor 1953 was nearer the level ofIQ/R c:i .. -r——luj ijo was nearer tne level otOW ¿od has been made from the abnormally
lov/ production of 1952.

An enquiry for Australian fluorspar has been received from the U.S.A.,and hrere is little doubt of a ready market for any surplus production of high 
arade iiuorsacir which rninhf h<=» _i_ * • • ,grade fluorspar which might be available ifgraae iiuorspar which might be available if a treatment plant is installed here 
provided that costs ol production are not excessive / ‘ '
tralia imports about 60C of total At the present time Aus-

requirements, and the demand is expected
to rise within the next few years without any corresponding rise in local pro­
duction. Buying prices have remained steady since April, 1952 and sellina 
prices have not advanced since February, 1953. ’

Buying.
90% CaF= —£11/2 ,'6 per ton f.o.r. Mungano O

Cr-fF._  fQ/17.'K 1^. ____ X

Selling.

85'1'7 CaF2— £9/17-'6 per ton f.o.r. Mungano, Q.
In each case plus 2 6 per unit above 85% or 90'/r.

90% CaF-'—£24 7 6 per ton delivered Sydney 
85% CaE— £22 17 6 per ton delivered Sydney.

Quarter ended 
31/12/1953

Tons. £.

Principal Producers.
The Broken Hill Propri

Production 
Imports.

U.K...................

Tons.
303

Year ended 
31/12/1953.

£.

, "ietary Co. Ltd , Box 86A G P.O , Melbourne (quarry at A'd'ocsan S A ) 
Metropolitan Lime and Cement Co , Commerce House, Adelaide Street, Brisbane '(lease

at Ipswich).
C A Kruger & Sons Pty. Ltd , Bundamba, Queensland ¡leas«C A Kruger & Sons Pty. Ltd , Bundamba, Queensland (lease at Ipswich) 
Mon Me.allics Ltd, 74 Pitt Street, Sydney (deposit at Rylestone NSW) to__ 1- o;,__ a- n... 1 .J -r______ . 'Duck River Co Pty Ltd , S''uthton Tasmania.

FELSPAR.
Quarter ended 

3! U2M953

South Africa

Total

301

301

6,878

6,878

Production
Tons.

1 844
£. Tons.

6,775

Year ended 
31/12/1953.

£.

869 
t

869
Producers.

Prospectors and Syndicates in the Mungana-Chillagoe district, Queensland.
Minerals (Vic.) Pty. Ltd., Inglis Street, Port Melbourne, Victoria, 

posit).

FULLER'S EARTH.
Quarter ended 

31/12/1953,

23,156
5

23,161

(Pine Mountain <de-

Exports.
Mew Zealand 113 1,964 158 3 469

Production
Exports.

New Guinea . .
Imports.

United Kingdom

Tons.

70

£.

848

Tons. 
31

Year ended 
31/12/1953.

£.

3

96

95

1,129
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Principal Producers.
D. J_ and T. I. Read, Marchagee, W.A 
E-. D. 1 .rrnieh " iiri. i

135

E- B. Cornish, 'Scoble," Whylandra, Dubbo, N.S.W.

Production.
Western Australia 
Other States

Principol Producers.

GLASS SAND.
Quarter ended 

31/12/1953.
Ton.s.

Year ended 
31/12/1953.

Tons.

Refined or standard sheet
Refined Ingot or bar
U.K.................................................
France....................................
Switzerland...................... /
Others...............................

91,636
25,154

14,514
Total 131,304

1,804 
n a. 6,906 

n.a.

^RoSr^y.^ilfw“^ ' ^20 Spencer Street, Melbourne (leases a,

W'^M r'T L±h’«f P'V^Ltd., LonZoo" S.A° ^ic.).
WI. ana h. j, Leach, Lake Gnangara, W.A.

Imports.
Unrefined gold.
Papua and New Guinr 
New Zealand . . .
Fiji...................................

Total

loa 7,953
1,855
9,323

19,131

1,459,795
400,422

231,729

2,091,946 j

133,283
29,492

149,338

302,113

1,204.518

83,370
17,143
57,853

158,366

19,527,028

1,290,951
270,388
940,518

2,501,857

Production

Producers.
G. E. Brook. Gin Gin, W,A.

GLAUCONITE.
Quarter ended 

31/12/1953.
Tons.

80

Year ended 
31 '12/1953.

Tons.
319

GRAPHITE.
No production was recorded at the Collinsville mine, Queensland during 

1953 but new foundations had been put in for heavier pumping eZipX^ 
and the mine was dewatered in November. equipment

-1953 was a trial

The domestic gold prodi
GOLD.

___ r .1 ,,—---------------------------- Hl i:7jo was a inai 
trial have'come to” h^d°’ ‘his

ounces, the out-»can - " '™'™ greater than i|,e previous
The London gold market 

I J yeans, f, ZyTnrofgoldZ iheTaX??s rS «'‘er a break of
outside the sterling area; all restricted to noerU---- 1 . .
inside or

Price. McLeod & Co. quote a retail price of £82 per ton for first grade 
imported amorphou.s graphite, f.o.b. Sydney (March, 1954). ®

Quarter ended 
31/12/1953.

Year ended 
31 /] 2/1953.cc,i is restricted to people and 

payments must be made ii countries Tons. £. Tons.
2

in...... ^muisiue me sterling area may sell aold'Vbr“ “i Any person expected that there will be anv gi3i through the market. ’ 
price significant departure from t’

outside the sterling ♦ V-.iU_  .1, , it is not
Production

£.

the present gold

Io tism Bant increased Ihe price ol gold

cost of Shipping gold to New

Exports.
New Zealand 2

. „ per ounce; tne reason for this
he on account of a - " • ■

83 9 721

York. re-cnsting ol the estimated it may
Imports.
F'ake.
U.K...................
Other Counli

Mine Production.
Queensland
New South Wole', 
Victoria
Ta.smania
South Australia
Western Australia
Northern Territory

Quarler'ended 
31h2,/1953,

2
13

194
24
70

3,123
2,927

Total..................

Territory of New Guini

Exports.
Ore 4

lea

U.S.A. ..
cons, (in lbs.)

Fine oz. 
24,981 
6,924 

15,210 
4,549

54 
221,970 

14,423

288,11 ;

22,680

£.

Year ended 
31/] 2/1953.

Fine ( 
91,477 
26,240 
64,178 
16,988

443 
823,331 
52,423

cz. £.

Total 2 207 94
Crystalline.

U.K.............
Ceylon................
Madagascar . . 
Other Countries

Total

Amorphous.
U.K............

6,050

1
54

55

Ill 
1,805

1,916

1.075,080

120,848

Ceylon................
Other Countries

Total

121,638 5,187

66
79
49

194

1,402
2,712
3,108

7,222

12
56
49

. 13

1,888
1,866
2,041

607

130

109
240
134

483

Producers.
Zentner & Sanson, Collinsville Graphite Mines, P.O. Box 60, Collinsville, Q 
F. R. Drummond, Munglinup, W.A.

6,402

4,533
9,672
7,565

21,770
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GYPSUM.
The Australian production of gypsum was 327,204 tons in 1953, well below 

the 1952 output of 351,678 tons. Output fell in all States with the exception of 
South Australia. The drop in output is most probably due to a reduced pro­
duction of plaster caused by the slight recession in the building industry. 
Production of plaster sheets fell from 15.908 million square yards in 1952 to 
15,729 million square yards in 1953.

Iron Oxide. 
N.S.W. . .
Tasmania .

137

Prices. Bulk gypsum, 38 per ton, f.o.r. Conoble, N.S.W.
The selling price guoted by McLeod & Co., of Sydney, for ground first 

grade gypsum is £27 per ton, f.o.b. Sydney, since April, 1953.

Quarter ended
31.'12/1953

Production
Exports.

New Zealand 
Other Countries .

Tons.
78,196

£. Tons.
327,204

Year ended 
31/12/1953.

£.

Total........................
Pig Iron........................
Ingot steel..................

Exports.
Pig Iron , . . .
Ferro Alloys ( 1 )
Steel (2) ..................

Imports.
Iron Ore
Pig Iron................
Ferro Alloys (I) ' '
Steel (2) . . . , : ■
Tin and Terne Plate

Principal Producers.

953
1,577 4,256

4,827

10,830
3,162

17,350
9,650

22,258
5,580

31,846
19,311

2,530
481,407
536,612

9,083
1,836,854
2,049,237

51,869
2 

32,236

88 
12,108 
15,524

900,578
224

1,347,137

211,216
70

219,886

3,881,223
8,740

7,736,719

22 1 122

9,369 
1,395,487 
1,132,374

381
61,832
82,914

86,527 
6,463,802 
8,266,895

Total....................

Imports.......................

Principal Producers.

13,992

3

27,000

40

27,838

7

51,157

109

Australian Plaster Industries Pty. Ltd., Lorimer Street, South Melbourne, Vic. (leases at 
Kronsewing, Vic , and Conoble, N S.W I

Colonial Sugar Relining Co. Ltd Box 483, G.P.O., Sydney, N.S.W. (leases at Conoble 
Ucirnick, N.S.W., Lake MacDonnell, S.A.).

S A*r^ at Stenhouse Bay, Lake MacDonnell and elsf

Griffith Gypsum Mines {Griffith, N.S.W.).
Brunswick Pla.'ster Mills Pty. Ltd. (leases at Nowingi V/est Vic.).

Melbourne (leases at Moonabie, S.A.).
Perth Modelling Works Ltd., 120-130 Claisebrook Road, Perth WA (b 

and Yellowdine). ' • • ’

îewhere,

ieases at Baandee

IRON AND STEEL.
There is little to report on the iron and steel position.iriere is little to report on the iron and steel position. The monthly rate 

of output of pig iron and ingot steel during the first two months of 1954 
similar to the monthly rate of the last quarter of 1953

The quantity of iron and steel products exported in 1953 was considerable
was

1 , ,, ^zApviicu 111 ijjo was consiaeroDie

The U.S.do I d t have recently been reducing their stocks of iron and
steel products and the iron and steel output has been reduced considerably 
In these circumstan-es imports from Australia might be expected to fall

Priras. Pirr A no CIO.T.'C _____ . rr rZ ^^11.Prices. Pig iron: Australia, £18, 7 '6
U.S., $56-58 per ton (long). per ton; U.K,, £stg, 13'11,/3 per ton;

Quarter ended 
31/12/1953.

Newcastle, N.S.W
Th„ w ■ P°r‘ Kembla, NSWThe Wood-D.stillation, Charcoal-Iron ' "

(I) Excludes Ferro-Chrome9 I 1 J Ferro-Chrome and Ferro-Moi 
(2) Includes ingots and billets, bar rcd.s.

and Steel Industry, Wundowie, Western Australia.

inganese.
angle.s and tees, hoop, strips and plates.

LEAD.
The lead content of concentrates produced durina 1953 wa's 96 

an advance of 41 100 tons compared with 1952, primarilJZe to 
production from the Rrehor, HOI K4-;—„ iiiuiiiy aue toproduction from the Broken Hill Mine.s.

, , domestic price of refined lead
of the L.M.E. quotation.

was 269,296 tons.
increased

is based on the f.o.b. equivalent

Following on the announcement of the U.S. Government. ulj me uiiriouncement ol the U.S, Government nn 9R.k totto increase its stockpiling activities both the U K and U S nnr-r. 6 March 
A; the end of March lead at 13.5 cents per

\953.. Early in Apnl the L.M.E. price advanced I S
per ton, the highest point since October, 1953. price advanced to £stg.97/5/-

Quarter ended 
31/12/1953.

Production.
Iron Ore.
S.A.
W.A. ..

Tons, £. Tons.

Year ended 
31/12/1953.

£.

Total ..

622,948
131,299

2,591,335
707,383

754,247 3,298,718

Mine production. 
Lead in cons......................

Smelter production.
Refined lead........................
Lead in bullion.................

Exports—Lead ores ¿i cons, 
Belgium.............
U.S.A.....................................
Others

Total , . . . 
Lead Bullion, 

U.K
Others , . . .

Total . . ,
Refined Lead. 

U.K................
U.S.A.............

Others

Total . . 
Scrap lead

Tons.

65,587

51,763
7,894

13,807
7,873

17,556

9,007

9,007

29,642
5,998
2,229

37,869
3,646

£. Tons.

Year ended 
31/12/1953.

269,296

172,468
34,049

£.

697,730
498,316

27,275
31,176

1,361,883
1,851,186

1,548,091

1,155,882

1,155,882

3,238,452
691,802
253,707

4,183,961
246,334

64,528

42,337
1

42,338

88,373
51,763

8,297

148,433
12,146

3,571,262

5,819,504
77

5,819,581

9,511,722
5,356,649

997,905

15,866,276
769,571

I



Principal Producer».
Mines.

North Broken Hill Ltd 
Broken Hill South Ltd 
(.Pnor^liJ_I__ 1 r».

Ltd.
. xxrM OUUin Lt(d,

:en ---- -x^.pwitjiion Ltd. 
nil Consolidated Ltd 
Brnfc-«n Uiii XT _ . «
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Tielters. " Ceptam.s Flat, Ney,Smelters.
Mt. Isa Mines Ltd.

Smellers and Refiners.------«.„a j\euners.
Broken Hill Associated Smelters, Port Pirie, South Australia.

Production

Principal Producers.

LIMESTONE.
Quarter ended 

31/12/1953.
Tons.

821,106

Year ended 
31/12/1953.

Tons.
3,020,584

Australian Porllar^d
via - T.T_,.d Cement Pt'

'^eeiong, Vjc^ • -vjtfejon 
David Mitchell -L.sm 

R'T- Co

■y. Ltd., 422 Collin., Street 
in do., > lueei.and Kandos, NS W ) 

' Ltd,, Box 86A, GPO 
^Hr I 4_1 ..

Melbourne (quarries

LC.I. Alkali 86A, G.I
The Commonwealth Porn'^'h^^ Collins 8
The Standard lortland r» ror

Cement and lX

, MeTbourne'^f.i-"' Ulydqle,
at Fyansford,

A.C.F.
Moreton Ba/).

Portland Cemen:
ins Street,

Vic.).’°MeTh Rapid Bo^'
Melbourne (quarry at

- ---- - , 
and Lime Co. Ltd , N.S.W.

. ooy. S a )
I s'w''''^' Penrice, S.A,),

and Shirley'.s Ferlih'.
■ia Gympie).
(1 Cement Ci

mers Ltd ,

■O-,

Dorrà, Queensland

Bri.;bane Road,
(deposit at Mud

Island,

Price. Retail
' 1954, at £20"^

Production 

Exports.
Now Zealand
Others . .

Tolal ., 
Imports.

UK 
India 
Others

Total

Producers.

Fifield Magnesite 
at Fifield).

Broken Hill Pty q 
Bulong, W.A.).

R- F. and C. V.

/’“'I*?,"' Tasmania.ÎÎ IT Ó ‘^smanie N E Hallet, Quoiba,

Gympie, Queensland (deposit

Tasmania (lease
at Melrose).

magnesite.
price of rcjw maanpqitot, sX) by McLeerf « Co..o.

Quarter ended 
31/12/1953.

Tons, 

9 454

14
42

56

256

3

259

at

I- in

£.

586
2,386

2,972

7,125

77

Tons.

45,335

Tear ended 
31/12/1953.

47
51

98

368
22
11

£.

2,200
3,616

5,816

Gibbons, Coolgqrdie, 

Refractories

Co. Ltd , B-

Hughes, P,0 Box

7,202
401

10,907
1,193

335

12,435

P'V- Ltd., Camelli,

'X 86A, G.P.O ,
la Works, Granville,

30, Yo.

Melbourne (leases
N,S.W. (lease

’ung. N.S.W. (lease
at Fifield, N.S.W., and

at Thuddungra, N,S.W.).

»

. 'i:
'■4

•<
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MANGANESE.
K4 io United States from Western
March 1954, of a total of 18,000 tons for which 
granted. The grade of

Australia was made in
an export license had beenZh tt L from Ragged R^nge

assay for payment being 53.84''-h Mn p ' ®
will be permitted.

Production.
Metallurgical ore
Dioxide ore..................

Total..........................

Exports.
Manganese Ore . .
Ferromanganese .. ..

Imports.
Manganese Ore.
Metallurgical ore
Dioxide ore .. 

Ferromanganese
U.K........................
Norway 
Others

ore

Total...................

Principal Producers.

was
No further exports

Quarter ended 
31/12/1953,

Tons.

8,858
365

9.223

14,152

50
25

11

40

51

£. Tons.

Year ended 
31/12/1953,

17,339
1,443

18,782

£.

242,509
113

14,152
4.1

242,509
3,004

829
301

114
1,117

3,307

7,276

10,583

66
5

40

111

1,788
18,314

14,537
593

7,276

22,406

Westralian Ores Pty. Ltd., Peak Hill, Western Australia.
Northern Minerals Syndicate, Gregory Range, Western Australia.

Principal Buyers.
Metallurgical Ore—The Broken Hill Pty Co. Ltd., Newcastle NSW 
Dioxide Ore—Metals & Ores Pty. Ltd , Alexandria, N.S.W.

The Australian demand for mica
MICA.

continues to strengthen and sales byK4 D I , n ------ ----- - —eu sueiiyuien ana sales bythe Mica Pool are still improving. A small quantity of mica from Pool stocks
has also been sold in the U.S.A., and stocks of
reduced to a more satisfactory level. some grades are being steadily

The Department of Supply has arranged for a representative of mica. -A».XU 1 cotfiiiuiive OI TnicQ
interests in the U.K. to visit Australia in May to advise the Department on the
mrtrl’ofinz-T Uii’=7marketing of mica.

Prices per lb. approved by the Commonwealth Prices Commissioner for 
purchases and sales by the Mica Pool are as follows (buying prices are at

* * Alice Springs; selling prices are ex Mica Store, Melbourne):

1
• h'

Over extra special 
Extra special .
Special . . . , 
Al .............................

CLEAR.
Buying. Selling.

1 . . . .
2 .. ..
3................
4................
5................
6...............

Purchases.

225/- 
202/6 
175/- 
150/- 
125/-
100/- 
87/6 
69/-
44/- 
19/-

258/9 
233/- 
201/3 
172/6 
143/9 
115/- 
100/9
79/3 
50/6 
21/9

COMMERCIAL CLEAR.
Buying. Selling.

Total 1953, 73,035 lbs., valued at £102,918.

156/- 
140/- 
121/-
94/- 
75/- 
63/- 
56/- 
44/- 
32/- 
12/9

179/6 
161/- 
139/3 
108/-
86/3 
72/6 
64/6 
50/6 
36/- 
14/6

Buying.
82/- 
69/9 
56/- 
50/6
44/-
35/- 
25/- 
19/-
8/- 
4/-

STAINED.

April sales, 1954, 20,782 lbs.

Belling.

94/3
79/3 
64/6
57/6 
46/-
38/6 
28/- 
21/-
10/-
6/-



Exports.
Block.................................
Scrap................................
Ground................................

Imports.
Block . .
Condenser films (not cut to 
shape) .

Splilting.s not cut to shape 
Cut to shape
Ground

(a) Not

140

Quarter ended 
31/12/1953,

lbs.

24

10,024

20,470
854

3,470
recorded separately prior to 1 7 ■'1953

Producers.
Mining .syndicates in

Mica Pool.

£.

70

8,288

1,907
392
112

lbs.

Year ended 
31/12/1953.

89 
4,480 
9,813

37,981

(a) 
68,248

(a) 
7,594

the Harts Range and Plenty River districts. N T.
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£.

228
65 

1,094

21,481

9,278

199

buye?vishs°Tl?c:''spHnas“m^n°?‘ <>« Australi,

moved from Warburton Lane, Meibiurne“lo
bert Park and the postal address is Box 118. Al-

ian-produced mic(3; the 
The Mino Store has

n iiZ i-'cpkji uiierii oiore
Box 118. Post OHice. .South Melbo.>urne.

Price.
mineral pigments.

Retail prices quoted by McLeod £ Co.

Yellow ochre £25
Red ochre £20

per ton, f.o.b. Sydney.
in March, 1954, -were:—

Production.
Molybdenite cons.

Imports.
Ferro-molybdenum

per ton, f.o.b Sydney. 
Burnt umber £38 per ton, f.o.b. Sydney. 
Raw umber- £19 per ton. l.o b Rvdnnv£19 per ton, f.o.b. Sydney.

Production.
Red and Yellow
Umber.................

Exports.
Red ochre and oxide 

Imports.
Red ochre and oxide
Yellow ochre and 
Umber sienna

Producers.
Red ochre—

Murchison Minerals (1951), Cnr. 
Weld Range, W.A).

J. E. Cassidy, Weld Range, W.A, 
A. Pearson, Spalford, Tasmania.

Quarter ended 
31/12/1953.

Tons.

190

29

692
128

6

£.

439

29,896 1
10,745 J

138 I

Austin and Robinson Streets,

R. J. Smith, Opthalmia Range, W.A,
Yellow ochre—

Zadow Ball, Mindoolah, W.A.
Murchison Minerals (1951), Cnr. 

Weld Range, W.A ).

Production in New South Wales i

Austin and Robinson Streets,

13 from the Glen Innes, Dubbo

Tons.

Year ended 
31/12/1953.

565
26

252

2,079

£.

16,537

100,675

Cue, W A. (leases at

Cue. W.A. (leases al

and Mudgee districts.

MOLYBDENUM.
Quarter ended 

31/12/1953.
Tons

045

1

NICKEL.
World supplie.s of nickel have eased 

output is increasing rapidly (172 000 
become available for civilian

Prices. Australia, £633 
per lb.

Imports.
Pigs, ingots, bars, etc
U.K........................................
Canada . . 
Others . . .

Total

£,

902 j

Tons

Year ended 
31/12/1953.

0.60

51

£,

53,719

consumers.

considerably in recent months. World 
tons in 1953) and more nickel should

per ton, c.i.f.; U.K., £stg.483 per ton, U.S., 60 cents

Quarter ended 
31/12/1953,

Tons.

152
12

164

PERUTE.

£. Tons.

Year ended 
31/12/1953.

£.
93,422

7,125
623

29
380,850

17,581
25

100.547 652 398,456

No information is ovailoble concerning the development of the nerlite 
deposits of north-east New South Wales and south-east Queensland Pro 

lions nus not been disclosed.

PLATINUM AND PLATINUM GROUP METALS.
Russian platinum ' '

opera-

B , . - group metals have appeared on the Eurooeon rrn4c,i
< io HRavailability of these supplies has tended

to loll both in the U.K. and U.S.
M Prices. U.K.: Platinum £stg.30-31 
■ Iridium £stg.55 "

to cause prices
Prices. per oz.; Palladium £stq7| in__ .... =2Rhodh2®f^i^^?r ' Osmium''£stg:65-7d pe7 oz?dsmhi‘dium‘£s?g 4'0®'' ‘

nhodium, £stg.42^ per oz.; Ruthenium £stg.25 per oz
US /Platinum $84-87 per oz.; Palladium $21 per 

per oz.. Osmium $140-150 per oz.. Rhodium $118-125 
per oz.

Platinum.
Quarter ended 

31/12/1953.

nom.;

OZ.; Iridium $150 (nom.) 
per oz.; Ruthenium $70

Production.
Concentrates

Imports.

Production.
Osmiridium Cons.

■ Exports.
L U.K. .

Imports ..

oz.

25

Osmiridium.

12

£. oz.

Year ended 
31/12/1953.

£.

809 246

59

7,973

Platinum and Platinum Group Metals.

200 8,120 506 19,960
Platinum Group Metals,

405 5.154 1.067 11,402
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POTASH.
Price. The net cash price of fertilizer grade potash, quoted by Common­

wealth Fertilizers and Chemicals Ltd, in January, 1954, was £34/3/6 ner ton 
ex works, Yarraville. '

143

Quarter ended 
31/12/1953.

Quarter ended 
31/12/1953.

Imports—Fertilizer Grade. 
Chloride.
France.................................
Fed. Rep. Germany .. , 
Other,s.................................

Tons. £ Tons.

Year ended 
31/12/1953.

£.

2,135
2,347

401

35,396
41,056

7,147

7,741
7,264
2,698

143,020
143,157
54,247

Total . . 
Sulphate............

Chemical Grade

4,883
825
309

83,599
17,648
29,079

17,703
2,685

909

Production.......................
Exports.
Rock Salt.
Compressed salt blocks
Table Salt.
New Guinea and Papua 
New Zealand . . .
Fiji...........................
Other Countries ..

1 ons.

n.a.

(b)

65 
5,118 

790
70

E. Tons.

Year ended 
31/12/1953.

n.a.

62

£.

679

Production.

Producers.

QUARTZITE.
Quarter ended 

31/12/1953. 
Tons.

l,918(i)

Newbold General Refractori' 
Lithgow and Nowra).

340,424
59,847
98,435

Year ended 
31/12/1953.
Tons.

9,318(i)

P.O. Box 41, Mayfield, N.S.W. (leases at Rock Flat,

TheH H p' Road, Alexandria, N.S.W, (leases at Lithgow)
SSÄS.?' “• '’° ° ’‘° ' “ «"««a

4)

ROCK PHOSPHATE.
I*»

1,162
35,573

1,729
752

199
11,065 

526 
195

3,260
72,261

5,008
2,361

Rock phosphate imports from the Pacific Islands 
tons, were the highest recorded since 1950. Th 
superphosphate will necessarily mean a further 
and imports of rock phosphate.

during 1953, 1,181,709 
The expanding production of

expansion in consumption

(Nauru, Ocean and Christmas Islands) 
ton, c.i.f. and e., Australian ports. was reduced from 125/- to 111/-

te
- per

Quarter ended 
31/12/1953.

Production . . ., 
Imports.

Nauru.......................
Christmas Ib..............
Gilbert & Ellice is.
Others......................

Tons.

n.a.

190,617 
65,191 
36,703

2,953

Total 295,464

SALT

£. Tons.

Year ended 
31/12/1953.

n.a.
£.

351,438
196,095
67,105
5,168

619,806

Complete production figures for salt have

744,394
249,989
184,370

2,956

1,181,709

1,263,656
729,350
321,082

5,221

2,319,309

compani^ are not oh 1 d been available, as some
d^X^durfng^^gSS that pro;

that stocks in some industries are fairly substan^ial'^ar?d believed
been affected by the reduced output Th^marke X
1952 ' ^“e market was buoyant throughout

Total . 
Salt n.e.i. 
Dairy salt

Imports.
Rock Salt.
U.K............

Table salt.
U.K............
U.S.A, ..

Total , 

Dairy salt. 
U.K..........

Compressed salt blocks.
U.K.......................................

Salt n.e.i.
(a) Not recorded separately

5,482 
(b)

39,216 11,985

4,658

82,890

31,073

900

871

871

540

lOI 
(b)

..L', --------- — prior to 1/7/1953.
(b) Not a separate item as from 1/7 '1953.

5,690 5.415 33,897

40,784

40,784

4,111

1,888

1,646
I

1,646

815

113
896

72,581
10

72,591

6,972

2,469
6,496

Principal Producera.
' Bowen, Queensland.

tfnL ‘ pans at Geelong and

'^'"'’is'iand Bumbunga, Lake Fowler, Lake MacDonnell and Kangaroo

I.C.I. Alkali (Aust.) Pty. Ltd., 380 Collins Street, Melbourne, Vic.
salt lakes in N.W. Victoria). (pans at Price, S.A,,

SILLIMANITE.
Selling Prices. Mt. Crawford massive sillimanite £10/4/- per ton, f.ob 

Port AdJaide. Thackaringa sillimanite £6/5/- per ton, f.o.r. Broken Hill, N.S.W.

Production...........................
Massive sillimanite . .

Importa.................................
Massive sillimanite

Producers.

Quarter ended 
31/12/1953.

Tons.

1,427

£. Tons.

Year ended 
31/12/1953.

3,557

t

£.

63

Austrdian Industrial Minerals N L, 55 Grenfell Street, Adelaide (quarry at Mt. Crawford, 

Thackaringa Syndicate, c/o. Zinc Corporation, Broken Hill, N.S.W.

SILVER.
Prices-------- _ Australia, 7/6 per fine ounce.

85.25 cents per fine ounce.
U.K., 6/1 per fine ounce. U.S.,
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Quarter ended 
31/12/1953.

Production.
Mine..............................
Refined silver.............

Exports.
Refined ingot or bar 

U.K. . . ......................
Olher Countries . .

fine oz.

3,064,646
2,041,712

1,381,170

£.

525,573

Year ended 
31/12/1953. 

fine oz. J

12,248,896
6,672,479

5,160,616
2,040

£.

Imports.
Sulphur.
United States 
lapan .
Others

29,870
11,505

28

399,385
204,501

2,382

127,720
16,989

1,572

1.959,64,3
612

Total ........................................
(a) Refers to zinc concentrates roasted locally and from which th, 

utilised i.n the manulacture cl sulphuric acid.
Producers.

41,403
roasted locally

606,268 146,281
le

1,619,027
448,958

43,751

2,111,736
sulphur content is

Total................

Imports.
Unrefined silver.
New Guinea
Fiji.......................
Other.s................

1,381,170 525,573 5,162,656 1,960,255
7° pra^uction of elemental sulphur in Australia;■■■ V“ y. ^intuieiiiui suipuuf iH Australia import of“ ‘he .>ole agency o the British Phosphate Commissioners. “ '

515 Collin,. Street, Melbourne 
Pyrite ” - . . - .

Phosphate
sulphur is

3,864
3,028

211

1,423 1
1.154 I

68 I

hor.se.man Gold Mine.s N.L., Norseman, W A 
Lake George Mine.s Pty. Ltd., Captain'.s Flat, N.S.W.

House,

Total . . . . 
Refined silver 
UK.

7,103 2,645 I
63,224 23,432

= • ’ / • vujjiuiii .■) I lU I, H.o, vv .
Mount Morgo.n Mines Ltd , Ml. Morgan, Queensland
Mount Lyell Mining and Railway Co. Ltd., Queenstown, Tasmania

Zinc concc-.ntrato. See "Lead "

101 52
I SUPERPHOSPHATE.

Principal Producers.
Lead-zinc mines: Broken Hill, Hew South Wales; Captain's Flat, New South Wab 

Mt. Isa. Queensland; Rosebery. Tasmania.
mines:

tons.
Production ot superphosphate in 1953 reached a record figure of 1,661,954

les;

; 1--------- r---------- --- uyuie Ul l.UUl.aJH
¡.I® expected that with the expansion of sulphuric acid production 

Q Ik rt «1,4«,, 4 ------------1____1 i_ • n .• .

Smelters and Refiners.

. ----- ------ .'XX.. cxx<, C-.-XfW^X.XXiOXOii ouipuuir ..
during 1954 the output of superphosphate will continue to increase." 

The net cash prices of superphosphate

Royal Mints, Melbourne and Perth.
Broken Hill A.ssociated Smelters, Port Pirie, South Au.straliP, ri.-^.sociuiea omeiiers, Fort Fine, douth Australia
Electrolytic Refining ana Smelting Co.. Port Kembla, New South V/ables.

are:
as from the 1st February, 1954,

QueePxSland 253 9 per ton, ex works, in new jute baas _ non r .. . . . , . ’ .New South Wales—233 6 per ton, ex works, in new jute bags (pool price).

SULPHUR.

Victoria- 234 - per ton, ex works, in new jute bags. " : 
Tasrnania- -235 - per ton, users nearest railway siding, in paper bags.

Sulphuric acid production during 1953, 671,323 tons.ouipnuric acio production during 1953, 671,323 tons, was some 43 000 
on.s in advance of that for 1952. Of the acid produced 56 per cent, was from 

bniiistone, 28 per cent, from pyrite, 14 per cent, from zinc concentrates, and 
the balance from spent oxide. Production in 1954 is expected to be consider- 
o--y increased the immediate increase will be primarily due to expanded 
use 01 brimstone rather than indigenous materials.
ably increased

Under directioninanirvw ii b u of the Minister for Trade and Customs a Tariff Board 
inquiry will be held in Melbourne ' " — '
1954, to inquire into—

on 27th April, 1954, and Sydney llth May,

(a) the necessity for the payment of a bounty on sulphur produced, and 
the sulphur equivalent of sulphuric acid produced, in Australia from
materials of Australian
and origin and, if found, necessary, at what rate.

(b) under what conditions should any .such bounty be paid.- ------- ------- '....-..i'j v4iiy .-scion ouuiiiy oe paia.
proZ± in ihe policy of

acid producers in the current conversion programme.. oil . - ---------- Cjy icilllllie.iroTr. PaS Z British Phosphate Commissioners
behalf of a Pool, from which---- - consumers draw their supplies 
the consumers who share in the pool is c’ ' ' ’ ’ ’
from various sources. The Pool

on

£20/10 - per ton.
The

------ The price to 
determined by the cost of sulphur 

price since the 1st July, 1953, has been

Quarter ended 
31/12/1953,

South Australia -241 - per ton, ex works, in new jute bags.' 
Western Australia—273 per ton, ex works, in new jute bags.

Production..................................
Exports. 

New Guinea and 
Aust. Territories......

Other British Countries . . 
Others.........................................

Total

Quarter ended 
31,/12/1953.

Tons.
409,720

£. Tons. 
1,661,954

Year ended 
31/12/1953.

165
1,156

2

1,323

£.

2,567
15,216

32

17,815

TALC.
The Australian production of talc and pyrophyllite totalled 9,892 tons 

in 1953, 2,572 tons more than in 1952. South Australia was again the leading 
producer with an output of 6,652 tons.

The prices of first grade white and commercial grade talc quoted by 
McLeod & Co., of Sydney, remained at £38 and £18 per ton, f.o.b. Sydney.

Quarter ended 
31/12/1953,

Production.
Pyrite Cons.
Pyrite Ore . .

Tons. £. Tons.

Year ended 
31/12/1953.

£.

45,275
4,119

Total...............
Zinc cons (a) .

149,926
15,475

49,394
38,986

165,401
140,061

Production.
Talc and Soapstone

Exports.
French Chalk and Steatilo 

Preparations.
New Zealand......................
Papua ................................

Tons.

3,100

2
1

£.

31
26

Tons,

Year ended 
31/12/1953.

9,892

3
1

Total 3 57 4

£.

52
26

78
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Imports.
French Chalk and 

Steatite Preparations.
United Kingdom . . . .
India . . .............. ..
Italy................................
Others..........................

Total , .

TIN.
P^P^cts ol a considerable increase in the domestic output of tin

Tin QsA ,.,:aU i., • i____  i , . , , , _ _ _

67
I
5
2

75

1,250 
304
149
58

1,761

Producers.
A. Bean, Mt. Monger, W.A.
Universal Milling Co. Ltd., Three Springs, V/.A.
Mabey <& Pearce, Bridqetown, W.A.. (Soapstone).
John Dunstan (5 Son ^W.A.) Ltd., Box J.685, G.F O , Perth. W.A. (leases

127
5

26
6

164

2,343
471
898
136

3,848

at Mt. Fitter! and
Guineracha, S.A.).

Other producing centres are at Tumby Bay and Lobethal, S.A., and Wallendbeen, South 
Gundagai, Mudgee, Cobargo, IJ.S.W.

TANTALUM AND COLUMBIUM.
Increased supplies of columbium-tantalum ores and decreases in defence 

orders have lead to a relaxation of U.S, Government controls on the use of 
these metals. The U.S. is the chief consumer of tantalum and columbium and
any changes in demand could have world-wide influences. The U.S, is still
purchasing tantalum and columbium ores under a Government-backed buy­
ing scheme which will continue until 1956, or until 7,500 short tons of con­
centrates have been purchased. It is considered in many quarters that the 
prices being offered under this scheme are unduly high and are not a true 
indication of the state of the tantalum-columbium market.

c.i.f.
Prices. U.K.: Tantalite ore, 60'' Ta.O.-, £stg.62 per unit of contained Ta-O--,

Columbite ore, 65'' combined pentoxides, £slg.32 per unit of contained 
combined pentoxides, c.i.f.

U.S.: Tantalite ore, base price S3 per pound of contained Ta.O- in a 30'' 
Ta.'Or. ore, plus a bonus of 100'' of this base price.

Columbite ore, base price, SI.40 per pound of contained pentoxide in a 
35'' combined pentoxide ore, plus a bonus of 100'' of this base price.

lb.

Quarter ended 
31/12/1953.

Production.
W.A. (a) 

(b)

TaÄ+Nb.Os 
content, 

lb.

lb.

Year ended 
31 12/1953.

1,150 879
6,917

11,207

TaÄ+NbÄ 
contení, 

lb.
4,843 
8,461

Total 1,150 879 18,124 13,304

(a) Concentrates separated from tin-tantalite-columbite concentrates produced at 
Greenbushes.

(b) Tantalite-columbite concentrates.

Exports.
U.K. .
U.S.A.

Tons 
36*

£.
18,587

Tons 
38* 
20

£.
25,472
40,070

*
Total 36* 18,587 58* 65,542

Includes 20 tons, value £812, containing 4.9'/Z Ta^O.-, and 2.8'/ NbjO.-,

. ■ * ..j.x iiiGicuoc 111 iiic uumesiic uutpui Ol lin
during 954 are bright, with higher production by Aberfoyle Tin N.L. and 
resumed dredging by Tableland Tin N.L. The rate of output of the latter com- 

now of the order of 600 tons of tin in concentrate per year.
The recent increase in the price of tin ihx, LxinUxm I.feiuil EaGicui 

encourage the small medium-cost producer to maintain production
on the London Metal Exchange will

,----------- .- ---------- - The
- ■, , ■ ■ , which the domestic buying price is based, has recently

ranged Irom Estg.40-50 per ton lower than the L.M.E. daily quotation. From 
J f D®/-®i7iber, 1953, to mid-February, 1954, the difference between these two

Singapore price, on
From

1 -, , ' kJC I W trt/H liltibe L W U
ranged from £,stg,20 to £stg.4O per ton with an average of

Vofn Tn »nrsr +/-s»-, aU-.,_____;___1£stg.3O per ion over the period.
The United States has announced that she will not take part in the pro- 

■irl 1 n lorn/-t Ii Tivi A t- x- a 1 ,i  rii t . i , , .
.. 1 rp. -------------- - i.i.1 AIOI ptiJi L ill lllfci piu-

posed International Tin Agreement but will adopt an attitude ol benevolent
neutrality towards it. By the beginning of April, countries accounting for 42'/f . 11- ^s.zcAAiiAA'-.o u'.ouuiuijiij iul TL /'
of the worlds consumption, exclv mg U.S.A., and 70'! of the production had 
signed the Agreement.

The Australian producer should receive about 170------- .. „ per unit for tin 
in concentrate.s on present smelting tariffs if the L.M.E. price can be held about 
the centre of the range £stg.720-800 per ton of tin, under the Agreement

The Tariff Board Enquiry on Tin was held during March, 1954, in Mel­
bourne, Sydney and Brisbane, Evidence was given by the Department of 
National Development, The Australian Tin Producers, the smelting companies 
and others. The Producers' Association asked the Board for a duty on a slid­
ing scale that would allov/ £1000 per ton ol tin in concentrate.s to the producer, 
£115 per ton of tin metal to the smelter, a total of £1115 to the consumer. Alfer-

was

natively, they suggested a duty on a sliding scale that would make the price 
of tin £1015 to the consumer, allowing £115 to the smelter and £900 per ton of 
tin in concentrates to the producer. In the alternative proposal, the Association 
asked that an amount equal to the duty collected be paid into a pool which 
would be distributed to producers in proportion to their output. The report 
of the Tariff Board is awaited.

Agreement has not yet been reached on the distribution of the money 
remaining in the pool v/hen the price of tin was decontrolled in April, 1953.

Mine Production.
Tin in cons.

Smelter Production

Exports.
Tin, ores and cons.
Malaya . . .
Others ...

Total . .
Tin metal.

U.K.............
Other.; . .

Total .

Imports.
Tin ingots.
Malova .
U.K. . . .

Total

Quarter ended 
31/12/1953.

Tons.

421

380

15

15

235
7

242

£

203

203

12,644

12,644

177.850
5,849

183,699

Ton.s.

Year ended 
31/12/1953.

1,494

1.443

18
2

20

56
25

81

616
7

623

£,

13,216
1,113

14,229

64,228
20,720

84,948

549,691
5,849

555,540
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Principal Producers.
Mine.

Aberfoyle Tin N L., Rossarden, Tasmania.

Smelters.
M S WSydney Snicltinq Co., Sydn*

O T Leinrrif'ne d Co. Lt'4 , Sydney, M S.W.

TITANIUM.
The world rutile industry shewed signs of a recovery from the depressed

condition it had reached early in 19.53, 
countries, although there ha.s been

Prices of rutile concentrates ro.se in ali
no great increaræ in demand. It IS

probable that surplus stocks have now been worked off and consumers are 
buying again.

The Australian output of rutile concentrate.s in 1953 was estimated to be
39,000 tons. The Queensland output rose to 16,040 tons, cm increase of over
20 per cent.; the New South Wales production was about 2 per cent, lower. 
Severe storms caused widespread damage along the Queensland and New 
South Wales coast in February, 1954, and will result in a reduced output in 
the first quarter of 1954.

The world commercial output of titanium metal in 1953 was 2,070 tons of
which the U.S, produced 2,001 tons and Japan about 70 ton.s. Research on
the production of titanium metal from ilmenite and Sorel slag continued during 
the year; the development of such a proces.s would mean the los.s of an 
expanding market for Australian rutile for this purpose.

Prices. Australia: Rutile £35-40 per ton, f.o.b. Brisbane,
U.K.: Rutile £stg.38-39 per ton, c.i.f.; Ilmenite (Malayan) £stg.8-9 per ton,

c,i,f.
U.S.: Rutile $120 per short ton, f.o.b. Florida; Ilmenite, 818 20 per long ton, 

f.o.b. Atlantic ports.
Quarter ended 

3Î/12/1953.

Production.
Hiitile Con::.

Exports.
Kutilo Con.;.

Ton:;,

(e)7,6n0

8 411

£, Ton.3,

Year ended 
31/12/1953.

(0)39,000

£,

392.527 36.070 1.818.088

Principal Producers.
Zircon Rutile Ltd., Byron Bay, New South Wales,
N.S.W. Rutile Mining Co., Tweed Heads, New South Wales.
Mineral Deposits Syndicate, Southport, Queensland.
Titanium and Zirconium Industries, Stradbroke Island, Queensland.

Wickham. Hew South Wale;;.National Mineral;;.

TUNGSTEN.
The world tungsten supply position improved considerably over the last 

two months. The ore price, after reaching as low as stg.lOO per unit rose 
rapidly in late March and niid-April to stg.185 - per unit. By May it had 
fallen back to stg. 170/- per unit, after touching stg.245 -.

The Australian domestic production of tungsten concentrate.s was 2,101 
tons, well above the output of 1,972 tons in 1952. The output was affected by 
a strike lasting three months at the King Island Scheelite mine. Lower outputs 
due solely to the fall in prices, were recorded from Queensland and New South 
Wales.

j

The U.K. Ministry of Materials restored private trading in tungsten ores 
and concentrates on 1st April, 1954. FPrivate imports of ore from all sources
except dollar areas are now permitted, but arrangements have been made 
that consumers will continue to meet a substantial part of their requirements

/
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by purchases from Ministry stock. The Ministry of Materials ceased buying 
tungsten ores in February, 1953.

Prices. Australia 180 - per unit; U.K. stg.170 - per unit; U S., $26 27 per s. 
ton unit

Quarter ended 
31/12/1953

?

t

Production.
Scheelite Cons (65'.L) ..
Wollram Cons. (65%)

Total . .

Units WO.,...............
Metal Content, tons

Exports.
Scheelite Cons.
UK..............................
U.S.A...........................
Other Countries . .

Total...................
Wollram Ccn.s.

UK..............................
U.S A.........................
Other Countrie.s .

Total...............
Undesignated. 

UK......................
Other Countries

Total
I
I

(a)

Tons.

263
210

473

30,700
243

50
190

240

100
180
87

367

(a) Not a .’eporate item os Irom 177 1953

£. Tons.

Year ended 
31712/1953

1.121
980

2,101

136,600
1 083

E.

87,925
284,919

431

373.275

130,500
185,342
85,514

401,356

Principal Producers.
King Island Scheelite (1947) Ltd., King Island, Ta.sr’iania 
Aberfoyle Tin ILL , Rossarden, Tasmania

Principal Buyers.
Derby & Co., Adelaide.
O. T. Lempriere S Co., Sydney.
8-itish Metal Corporation, Sydney.
lack Hilton (Metals) Pty, Ltd., iydney.
Dickson Primer and Metal Traders London (Pty,) Ltd., Sydney.

262
717

8

987

411
641
198

1,250

27
107

134

444,054
1,027,332

10,300

1,481,686

558,360
873,390
209 107

1,640 857

32,474
162,546

195,020

ZINC.
Production of zinc in zinc concentrates in 1953 was 239,069 tons, an 

increase of 42,700 tons compared with 1952. Improved availability of power
at Ri.sdon, Tasmania, permitted increased production of refined zinc. Pro-
vided tfiis plant is not subject to power cuts in 1954 production should show a 
further increase.

Price. Domestic consumers are supplied with zinc at the f.o.b. equivalent 
of the L.M.E. quotation. The L.M.E. quotation is for g.o.b. grade foreign zinc; 
the electrolytic grade produced by the Electrolytic Zinc Co. of Australasia Ltd. 
carries a premium of £stg.9 a ton, and there is an additional £stg.lj per ton 
payable on all metal produced within the British Commonwealth. The average
price in March was £94/2 6 by mid-April this had advanced to £104 -7 '6.

L.M.E. zinc quotations have shown a decided firmer tendency in the first
quarter of 1954 and in April, at £81 2 6 stg. per ton, reached the highest point 
for over twelve months. In the U.S. the price has moved up to 10.25 centsfor over twelve months.
per lb.

I

I
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The , nprovement in the oversea.s market has been due to a keener c 
surner demand coupled with announcement of 26th March of increased 

(pjg U.S. Although no details of this latter
con-

stc'.-kpiling activity in ine u.b. 7\itnough no details ot this latter programme have 
been announced it has been assumed that zinc will be one commodity involved 
Until the basis on which the U.S. Government will buy zinc is revealed it !=■ 
uncertain whether the recent gains in price will be ....................
sumption be curtailed. maintained should

Quarter ended 
31/12/1953.

Mine production.
Zinc in cons. .

Tons. £. Tons.

Year endec 
31/12/1953.

£

60,167 239,069
Smeller production.

Slab zinc.............. 25,604 90,178
Exports.
Zinc ores and cons.
U.K..................................
Belgium . . . . 
Other Countries

32,781
41,562
4,750

334,716
500,649
52,735

141,530
77,440
14,339

3,266 029 
1,885,440

160,414

Total.....................
Slab zinc, etc.

U.K...............................
India.........................
Other Counirio.i .

79,093 888,100 233,309 5,311,983

Total .

1,250 
4,456
1,296

115,021 
415,330 
135,870

15,321
15,080
6,537

1,674,305
1,426,631

615,032

7,002 666,221
Principal Producers.

See "Lead."

Smellers and Refiner.
Elecirolyl.c Zinc Co. of Australasia Ltd., Risdon, Tasmania.

36,938 3,715,968

ZIRCONIUM.
®o’® ■'"dustry became evident

early 1954. The U.K. price ro.se from £stg.l2-13 
while the U.S. i-------- ’ ' a.

ir.
per ton, c.i.f. to £stg.13-15,

ton.
price increased from $42-43 per long ton, c.i.f. to $4546 per lonq
tralion orir-f^ ,c nr^-vAz cm---- -- r i ■The Australian price is now about £10 per ton, f.o.b. Brisbane.

The future of the Australian zircon industry is closely tied to that of rutile 
any recession in the world demand for rutile would affect the Austral ar^ 
Zircon industry. n.u£>uuiiui.in the world demand lor rutile would affect

Quarter ended 
31/12/1953.

Production.
Zircon cons.

Tons. £. Tons.

Year ended 
31/12/1953,

£.

(e)6,660
Export.

Zircon

(e)29,800

cons. 10,478
(a) Includes 4,406 Ion.; despatched from N.S.W. 

unavailable.

91,967 31,173 298,132
Production figures Ironi that Slate beino

Principal Producers.
Zircon Rutile Ltd., Byron Bav, New South Wales
N.S.W, Rutile Mining Co., Tweed Heads, New South Wale.s
Mineral Deposits Syndicate, Southport, Queensland
Tilaniurn ap'd Zirconium Industries, .‘^'radbroke Island, Queensland
JNational Minerals, Wickham, New iSouth WalesWickham, New South Wales




