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Introduction

This bulletin contains annual statistics of exploration for mineralo in 
Australia. The etatistioe of exploration for minerals other than petroleum are derived 
from the annual Mineral Exploration Census ('Excluding Petroleum Exploration), which is
carried out by thio Bureau in aanociation with State Ilinea Departments.
relating to notroleu'n exploration, collected by the Bureau ¿f Kincrnl Reaoiircos

Information
••'A'lvj.MQ bu yyuAHt«’n OJ,]uumvxuii, uUIXwu uOU uy uiiu uux-»iiu ui i.xii'5mx iiwiJuiiT-uoS , GG0X0,7y

and Geophysics, is included in an np -endix to thi.s bulletin (.woe paragraph 6 below) ,

■•fePfg. of the Mineral ^Exploration (other than for Petroleum) Cenaus

2. Exploration for minerals other than petroleum consists of the search for,
and/or appraisal of naw ore occurrences and known deposits of minerals (including 
extensions to depoaits being worked) by geological, geophysical, geochemical and other 
methods (including drilling). Exploration for water is excluded, ISie oonstruotion of 
shafts and adits is Included if primarily for exploration purposes. Excluded are mine 
development activittss (which include the construction of drives, shafts, winzes, etc,) 
in underground mines and the preparation of quarrying sites for open-out extraction 
(including overburden removal) carried out primarily for the purpose of oow ionoing or

Exploration for water is excluded.

extending mining and quarrying operations, Hine development activities (including mines 
under development) are included in the scope of the annual Census of Hining and 
Queorrying, the re.cultn of which are puhlishod in the annual bulletin "Mining and 
Qunrryin;;" (Reference Ko, 10.20).

5. The 30ope of the oenoun is divided into four oectiono i

Private exploration on prodi-.c Lion le,- iielatoa to exploration
carried out on the production lease by privately operated mi nns 
currently producing or under development for production of minerals
other than petroleum. This aloo includes particulars of exploration
within their production leases by business undertakings operated by
State government authorities. Hines included in this section of the
Mineral Exploration Census are practically the same as those in the 
annual Census of Mining and Quarrying (see the statistical bulletin
"Mining and Quarrying, Ko, lo, i; 
details) with the exception of a

Ko. 16, 1967" (Reference Ko, 10,20) for further 
;f .i limited number of itinerant prospectors

and small mines for ./hioh information was not collected.

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

givate, exnlora^tion on other licenaed areas. Relates to exploration
carried out on areas covered bv exploration licences, authorities to 
enter, authorities to prospect, and similar lioenoer and authorities 
issued by State governments for exploration for minerals other than 
petroleum.

Other private oxplor''tion. Relates to exploration for minerals otherthan 
petroleum.whioh is not directly connected vrith areas under lease,licence, 
etc,, including general surveys, aerial surveys,report writing, 
map preparation and other off-site activities not directly attributable 
to particular l.sase or licence areas.

Exploration b.v Government ■ Relates to exploration for minerals other 
than petroleum carried out by -
(a) Commorozealth Government (Bureau of Mineral Resources, Geology 

and Geophysics, and Joint Coal Board), and
(b) State Hines Departments,
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4. Prior to 1968 the scope of the Census was limited to private ezploration on
lease or licence areas hold for production and exploration purposes, and all Government 
exploration. In respect of private exploration, the scope was broadened for the 1968 
Census to take in general exploration survey work (including aerial surveys, report 
writing, map preparation, etc.) and other exploration activity not attributable to
particular lease or licence areas* Details of this type of private exploration aotlv- 
ity in 1968 are shown separately as "other private exploration".

Def initions

5* .ore drilling, 
cores are taken.

Diamond drilling or any kind of drilling in which drill

Non-core drilling.
drill cores are not taken.

Alluvialj percussion and other drilling in which

Shaft■ Vertical or sloping access to underground mineral deposit.

Winze.
plane of lode.

Internal shaft in mine, usually connecting two levels in

Adit. Horizontal or inclined access to underground mineral deposit,
usually from a hillside.

Drive. A tunnel or level in (or paralled to and near) a mineral 
deposit.

Appendix - Petroleum exploration

6. Information relating to petroleum exploration collected by the Bureau of
Mineral Resources, Seology and Geophysics, is included in the appendix to this

It should be noted that the scope of the data included in the appendix (see 
pages 14 to 17) differs in some respects from the scope of the data in the main part
bulletin.

of the bulletin, 
series.

For this reason there is not complete comparability between the two

Rounding

7" Any discrepancies between totals and sums of components in tables are due
to rounding.

Abbreviations

8. nil or less than half the unit shown

n.a. not available
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MNGRAL EXPLORATION (OTHER THAN POR PSTROLEUK)

TABLE 1, - PRIVATE AND GOVIMMENT EXPLORATION, EXFdNSITURE .(al.x, 

AUSTRALIA 
(3'000 )

Particulars 1965 1966 1967 1968

Private exploration -

On production leases - 
On drilling 
Other (b)

Total

On other licensed areas -
On drilling
Other (b)

Total

Other private exploration (o)

Total private exploration -

On drilling
Other (b)

TOTAL

Government exploration -

State governments - 
On drilling 
Other (b)

Total

Ooianonwealth governnant - 
On drilling 
Other (b)

Total

Total governnent e::ploration -

On drilling
Other (b)

TOTAL

TOTAL EXPOraiTURE -

On drilling 
Other (b)

CHAI1D TOTAL

4,823

8,539

4,579
9.392

13,971

9,402 
-1-2«^
22,560

1 ,036
650

1 ,697

72 
1 .452

1 ,525

1 ,109
2,115

3,225

10,511
15.071
25,582

5,755 
JalOS

9,441

7,277 
.ii.ja7
13,674

n.a.

15,010
__ liass.

28,115

932
717

1,649

52 
1,871

1,925

9C4
______

3,57?

13,994

31,687

6,198
5,128

9,526

8,178 
21x210.
25,496

n .a.

14,376
20.446

34,822

1 ,058 
xit

1 ,768

57 
2.746

2,803

1 ,114 
Zx'’..57.

1,571

15,490

39,395

5,735
1.21?
7,645

13,190
29,856

43,046

1 ,772

18,922 
(d)??.54l 
(d)52,463

1,47^

2,329

48 
5.481

5,529

1 ,525

5 ,858

20,440
37.873

58,321

(a) Expenditure whether oliarged as working expenses or capitalised. ______
(0) Not attributable to particular lease

(b) Includes
geological, etc., adits, shafts, eto. (c) Not attributable to particular lease or 

(d) Includes "Other private exploration’’, not collected prior to
1968 : see dxplanatory notes, paged.
licence areas.

paragraph 4.
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ffl^MEHAL ¡EXPLORATION (om THAIT 70R PETROL.'!’.';;)

TZ.BLB 2, - PRIVATj AND GOVEWl'IHT 3XPL 

AUSTRALIA 
('000 man-weeka)

Particulars

Private exploration -

On production leases -
By professional persona (b)
By non-professional persona 

Total

On other licensed areas
By professional persons (b) 
By non-professional persona

Total

Other private exploration ,0
3y professional persons (b,
Ry non-professional 

Total
persons

Total private exploration -

By professional persons (b) 
By non-professional persons

TOTAL

Government exploration —

"tate governments -
By professional persona (b)
By non-professional persona

Total

Commonwealth government — 
By professional persons (b) 
By non-professional persons

Total

Total. Govemmenl rzploration -

Jy profesnional peruona (b)
By non-professional 

TOTAL

TOTZ-L IVJI-'.,'3EK3 WOSKEn -

persons

Ry professional persons (b) 
By non-professional persons

■5!,AND TOTAL

Bie operator and his staff only; 
Oeologiats, geophysir ists

1965

10.0
23.0

39.0

18.5
g6¿.

44.7

n.a. 
n.a.
n.a.

28.5 
.Sid.
83 .6

7.2
0.6

15.0

3.9 
dd.
8.2

11 .2
12.9

24.1

39.7
68.0

107.7

1966

yo.!
27.0

30.4

22.8
46.9
69.8

n.a 
n.a

n.a.

33.5
74.7

108.2

5.6
-Jdd
15.0

5.0
6.1

11.1

10.6
-Lixi.

26.1

44.0
-20*2.

134.3

1967

9.0
-gii
32.9

26.9

73.8

n.a.

n.a.

35.9
-26,7.
112.6

4.5 
lid.
15.9

6.3
JLi
14.2

10.3

30.1

46.7
96.0

142.7
excludes contractors and their employees. 

engineers, etc., engaged in exploration work.o—"»»p xsvo exj^xiwera , e&c •, en^^a^o u
Not attributable to particular lease or licence areas.

exploration", not collected prior to 1968:

1960

6.5

71.'

29.3
-LLd
100.8 .

läl

2.3 . 
dd
8.7

38.1
106.5

(d)l44.6

6.4
-Z.2
y'i.1

5.Z

11.9

11.8
-lid
25.5

49.9
120.2

170.1 •

(d) Inclv’ea “other private 
see explanatory notes page 4, paragraph 4.
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HIKBR/J, EXPLORATIO" THAIT FOa PBTaOL^iUH)

TABLq 3 . - PRIVATS ATO SOVLiRIttMT EXPLORATIOH, FQOTAGF DRILLED 3Uie: or DaiYJjf (a)

Particulars

Private exploration -
On production leases - 

Drilled -
Core 
lion-oore

Total drilled

Sunl: or driven

On other licensed areas - 
Drilled -

Core 
rion-oore

Total drilled

Sunlc or driven

Total private exploration -

Drilled -
Core
Non-core

Total drilled

Sunl; or driven

Covo.Tinont exploration -
It ate governments -

Drilled - 
Core 
Non-core

Total drilled

Co'iraoriwealth government - 
drilled, core

AUSTRALIA 
('000 feet)

1965 1966 1967 1968

653 
_Ji4L

1 ,200

734
815

812
1 .012

59

309

1 ,549 1 ,823

671

1 ,415

51 20 25

733
222______ L.25^

1 ,145 2,21Z

■ 697
..2x049.
2,746

1 ,129
___2,601

3,736

9 8 10 93

962
____ b3.Q4.

2,345

169
16

7

1 ,467

3,820

59

172 
21

193

5

1 ,509 
3.061

1,799 
2.252

4,570 5,151

30 122

212

290

6

189

282

15
Total Goverrmient exploration -

Drilled -
Core
Mon-core

I'll
16

178

Total drilled

TOTAL FOCTAGB 
Drilled -

Core 
Non-core

Total drilled

dunlc or driven 
7Zy"'3unk or driven" relates to shafts,

194 200

219 
_1Q.
296

204
_22
2<i'l

1,139
1.4'00

2,539

1 ,645

4,020

1 ,'121 
J..11Q
4,866

2,003
2. .415
5,448

68 59 30 122

winzes, stc. surd: and drives, a.dlto, etc. driven.
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MINERAL EXPLORATION (OTHER THAN FOR reTROLEOW)

TABLE 4, - PRIVATE EXPLORATION, EXPENDITURE ON DRILLING AND OTHER BgBSDITURBva) 1968 
(»•000)

Particulars
Expenditure (including payments to

On drilling I
contractors) 

Other (b) f
ON PRODUCTION LEASES

Total

Payments to 
contractors (o)

(including State government busineso undertwlringa)

New South Wales
Victoria 
Queensland
South Australia
Weotern Australia
Tasmania
Northern Territory

Total

New South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland
South Australia
Western Australia
Tasmania
Northern Territory

Total

Hew South Vales 
Victoria 
Queensland
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania
Northern Territory

Total

New South Vales
Victoria 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania
Northern Territory

Total

794
328

2,650
89

909
463
500

5,733

235
179
347
82

468
246
356

1,913

ON OTHER LICENSED AREAS

1 ,695
435

3,619
556

5,558
389
939

2,524
460 

6,373 
1,786 

15,431
939 

2,342

13,190 29,856

other exploration (d)

373
75

353
149
782

21
19

1,772

TOTAL PRIVATE EXPLORATION

2,489
762

6,269
645

6,467
852

1,439

3,131
714 

7,074 
2,016 

16,681
1 ,207 
2,717

18,922 33,541

1 ,028
507

2,997
171

1,377
709
857

228
162

1 ,608
30

204
141
398

7,645 2,770

4,219
895

9,992
2,341

20,989
1 ,328
3,281

43,046

373
75

353
149
782

21
19

1 ,772

5,620
1 ,476

13,343
2,661

23,148
2,059
4,156

52,463

1,532
437

3,910
789

7,252
623
991

15,535

30
2

19
19

130
2

201

1 ,790
601

5,536
837

7,586
766

1 ,389

18,506

(a) Expenditure whether charged as working expenses or capitalised, _______
(o) Amounts paid to drilling contractors

(b) Includes
geological, etc,, adits, shafts, etc. (o) Amounts paid to drilling contractors, 
geological consultants, technical advisers, etc., for exploration services, (d) Not
attributable to particular lease or licence areas.



Particulars

Production leases

Other licensed areas
other exploration (d) 

Total

Production leaaes

Other licensed areas
Other exploration (d) 

Total

Production leases 
other lioen.'-sd areas 

Other eiplcratior (d) 

T-Otal

WLS 5- FRIVAT.J MPLORATiOIL SXRjiroiTURS

1T.3.W. I Vic. Qld

a) BY
(3'000)

S.A.

SALARIES AIID WA0S3 PAID (o)

’E 1963 (b

•.f.A, Tas, II.T. : Australia

405 
1,040 

-JiL 
1,611

229

1 13

374

2,042

227
3,002

34
513

6^

670

il.'.THRIALS ABD STORES USED

516

4,574
242

5,333

271 
326 

_2 
606

215
943

2. 

1,160

2,452 

9,557

___ 21L 
12,757

201 

536

-2L 
762

24
53
6

88

339

935
26

1,300

21

237
8

266

334
2,152 

SI

Z,367

HXPEIDITURù Oil FIXED ASSETS (for exploration purposes)

37
292 

_ÍL_ 
371

23

25 

di.
60

55 
1,157 

____ 6

1,217

chp.r,ged as Torlning oxponaes or capitalised 
collected prior to 1968. (-' •■ ■■- » ■ -
exploration. (d) Hot attributable to

— .w**—UI uup.*.Luj.xuea.
(c) Salaries and rages and travelling and

lèi-. l-______.. _ - ‘particular lease or licence

247 

117 

__5_ 
370

144
331

■>26

1,310 

4,416 

-jy 

5,879

I § I

24 

359 

—2. 
392

194 

2,879 

___ .Ti 
3,146

40

102

142

12 

209 

_9_ 
230

335
5,023

150

5,558

lb) A dissection of total expenditure by typo ras not 
T1 [iilT ol T /\».T 1 4-.». — ____ _ __ ,subsistence allowances paid to employoes er.sa,ged in 

crocs.

I--
t-3

3

9

g



Particulars

Production leases

Other licensed areas
Other exploration (d) 

Total

Production leases

Other licensed arena
Other exploration (d) 

Total

Production leases
Other licensed areas
Other exploration (d)

Total private exploration .

IJ^-J¿--J=JgUX4^.jgLPWRATI0IT. EXraiDITURE (a) BY TTPS. 1968 (b)

(»•000)
- continued

n.s.w.

228 

1,532

___ 20 
1,790

157

819
110

1,086

1 ,028 

4,219 

- 273 
5,620

Vic. Qld S.A. W.A. Tae. N.T. Auatralia
PAYIIECTS TO CO im AC TOHS 'c)

162

437

__ 2
601

69
261

-22.
353

507

095

1 ,476

1,600 
3,910 

____la.
5,536

30

789
19

837

0TH3H EXP3JIDITURE (e)

263
1,940

26.
2,237

13 

439 

-Ai 
496

TOTAL PRIVATE SXPLOHATIOU

2,997

9,992

■ 3?3

171 

2,341 

■ ■J-49
13,343 2,551

204
1,252

130
7,586

129

4,132

256

4,516

1,377
20,989

782

23,140

141

623

___g.
766

398

991

1,309

2,110

15,535
201

18,506
§
I

11

160

5

175

88

757

__ 7-
851

728 to

8,515

—5^ 
9,764

a 
o

o

1,320
_____ 21_

2,059—------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------ 1_______ -_________ '_________ __

expenses or capitalised. a axsnection or total
'°.; P=i‘l io drilling contractors, geological consultants,

1 ~ ------- n,tributc.blo to pcrticulr-r lec.De or licence crecis fa) n-t-br
such as office expenses attributable co exploration, zu-.p prep.ai’atlv.., am-vova a/
n+h''’V"”f licences, etc. and any off-site activitios assooiatod with ¿ino:
.ethSIljinin.to.Qijvernngnir for the purchase of explor.itio i loases ‘

not collected prior to 196>3.
for exploration sorvioeo.

exploration le:

(d) ilot

(b) A'dissection of total

ration, aerial surveys ani fees

liotncos, etc.

857 
3,281 

____ !5. 
4,156

43,046

1.112

52,iiè-i Ig
oxponiiture by type was fe 
teohrj-cal advisers, etc. Ifï 

exploration expenses
po.ia to Oovernnonts for

exploration. ;oludco pay.'jonts

lec.De


11.

IgJP.im. EUPLORATIOn (OTKat THAH fOR PSPtOiaiM)
T/JLS 6 . - PHITATC JXFLOaATIOP. .WLOYUgHT (a) 1968

I articulara I
('000 man-uoeks)

Profeooional | 
___ persons (b)_____ [_

Non-profe ssional 
persons_

(including
New South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 
liorthem Territory

Total

ON PRODUCTION LIASES 
State government business undartulringa)

Total
■weeks workeo

1,0 
2.0
1 .2 
0.1 
0.8
1.2

__

6.5

OH OTHER UC3H3ED AHE.iS

5.1
2.0
7.8
6.4
4.8
2.5 

_L2.
30,6

6.1
4.0
9.0
6,4
5.6
3.7

71.\

New South 'Vales 
Victoria 
O.ueensland 
South Australia 
leatern Australia
Tasmania
Northern Territory 

Total

3.2
1 .0
6.7
1.6

12.7
1.2
2.9

29.3

OTHER EXPLORATIOIJ (c)

10.6
1.8

15.1
3.5

32.2
2.5 

-^2.
71.5

13.8
2.8

21.8
5.1

44.9
3.6
8.a

100.8

Mew South Wales 
Victoria 
C.ueensland 
South Anotralia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 
M’orthern Territory

Total

0,5 
0,1
0.4 
0.3
1 .0 
0.1

2.3

TOTAL PRIVATE EXPLORATION

0.5 
0.1 
2.1 
0.4 
1.4

1 .0 
0.2 
2.5 
0.7 
2.3 
0.1

4.4 6.7

Mew South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania
I'orthern Territory

1

4.7
3.1
8.3
2.0

14.5
2.4 

_I-2.
3S.1

16.2
3.9

25.0
10.2
38.4
5.0

—L.3
106.5

(a^ The onerator and his staff only;

• ’*c-. engaged in exploration'work?
attributable to particular lease or licence areas.

20.9
7.0

33.3
12.2
52.8
7.5

11.0

144.6

■■■' -■7*“—* ‘.xo auoxi oaxy; excludes contractors and their employees 
Oeologiste, jeophysicists, engineers, etc,, ----------- • - (c) Mot
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I

KIH^RAL EXPLORATION (OTHER THAN FOR PETROLEUH)

T,tBLE 7, - PRIVATI EXPLORATIOH ; FOOTAGE DRILLSD, SUNK OR DRIV.1N (a) 1968

Partioulars Core

('000 feet) 

_____ Drilled........
' I I'on-oore" 7

OH PRODUCTIOB LilASCIS
Total tSunlc 

dri';
Sunlc or
dri';eii_____

New South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland 
South Australia 
'Jestorn Australia 
Tasmania
Northern Territory 

lotaL

New South Wales 
Victoria 
C:ueensland
South Australia 
Teatorn Australia 
Tasmania
Northern Territory

Total

New South Wales 
Victoria 
Oueensland 
South Australia 
'.iestern Australia 
Tasmania
Northern Territory 

Total

(including State goyeminent buslneaa umlartald.n.'ro)
141
47

195

1 11 
71 

102.

671

191
12

272
14

245 
5 
0

744

ON OTTI! LICEH32D AREAS

209
54

173
32

604
31 

___ 4.6.

1.129

474
52 

981 
174 
785

59 
122

2,607

TOTU PRIVATE EXPLORATION

550
82 

?66
52

715 
103
155

1.799

665
44 

1,255 
188

1,050
42

150
5,552

552
59

465
14

556
74

114

1 .415

633
66

1.15'’
7o6

1 .589
71

168

'i,7'i6

1 .014
126

1 .619 
220

1 .745
145
285

5.151

4
1
5
2

<jl
2

—2.
26

15

47
6

12
5

13

98

17
2 

50 
'7 
25

4 
20

(a) "Sunk or driven" relates to shafts, uinzea, etc,, sunk and drives, adits, otc., 
driven.

COl'i:O:TfEAI.T ' aURBAH OF CEITSU.S AITO STATI3TIC.7
CANBERRA A.C.T, 2600 22 APRIL 1970

HOTS.

J.P. O'ICILL
ACTING CO. lllOir.Za.U J? STATISTICI,

Inquiries oonoerning theae statistics nay be made in Canberra by telephoning 
490211 Extension 391 or, in each State capital, by telephoning the office of 
the Bureau of Census and Statistics.
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PBTaOLEÜH EXPLORATION

BXPLAfAIOXT IJOIES

The statistics contained in this appendix have been collected and 
compiled by the Bureau of tiineral Resources, Geology and Geophysics, Canberra. 
Statistical and other information relating to petroleun exploration is published 
by the Bureau of Mineral Resources in The Petroleum newsletter (issued quarterly), 
The Australian Mineral Industry - Annual Review and Expenditure on Petroleun 
Exploration and Development to 21 December 1965 (b.M.R. Record Ho. 1966/205).

Scope

2. Petroleun exploration consists of the search for and/or appraisal of
depoaits of crude petroleum and/or gas by geological, geophysical, geochemical 
and other means, including drilling. Included in the expenditure are the costs 
of drilling exploratory oil and/or gas wells and the testing of such wells.
Also Included are the oostsof access roads, site construction, permits, licences 
and similar fees, relevant office buildings and furniture, transportation 
equipment, storage facilities, plant and equipment, review work; all of which 
are undertaken primarily for purpoaes of exploration for deposits of petroleum 
or natural gas. The cost of drilling developmental oil and/or gas wells and
expenditure on production facilities
are excluded from statistics shoun in thia appendix.

and pipelines,and production costs etc.

3. It should be noted that the scope of the data in thia appendix differs 
in some respects from the scope of the data in the main part of the bulletin. 
Ihe differences are mainly in definition of terms and range of data collected 
and there is not, therofore, complete comparability between the two aeries.
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PETROLEUM EXPLORATIOM
(Source : Compiled from data published by the Bureau of Mineral Resources, Geology

and Geophysics)

TABLE A, - BXPEBDITURB BY PRIVATE ENTERPRISE AND BY GOV'JRIMENTS 
(3'000)

I IParticulars 1965 1966 1967 1968

PRIVATE EXPEiroiTURS (a)

Nevr South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania
Northern Territory

4,273
4,404

18,700
5,508

16,732
936

7,403

2,450
7,647

15,864
4,829

18,621
1 ,863
7,751

1,800 
18,284
6,884 
7,515 

15,488
2,895 
8,634

1 ,600 
22,545
6,811 
4,668 

26,145
1,495 
7,670

Australia 57,956 58,986 61,297 70,751

OOVERinEHT EXPENDITURE

Commonwealth (b)
State Mines Departments

Australia

5,824
711

4,555

5,649
-■267

4,416

4,508
466

4,974

4,756

5,559

TOTAL EXPENDITURE

Australia 62,491 65,402 66,271 76,270

I^ludes expenditure financed by payments under the Petroleum Search Subsidy Act 
1959** 1 969 • th' Tni»ln/1an m-i 4 4t*____ ___ m »tT « • ■wj uittiwi' vati rgbroxeivn >>

(b) Inoluden minor exnenditure in Papua and New Guinea.
Act 1959-1969.

Excludes payments

State or Territory

New South Wales 

Victoria 
Queensland

South Australia 

Western Australia 

Tasmania

Northern Territory

Australia

TABLE B. - private EXPENDITURE (a). 1968
>(3'000)

Geological Geophysical Drilling Other Total

100

25
248

94
449

4

229

1 ,147

487

924 
1,279 

1 ,521 

6,027
756

2,944

917

20,124

4,525

2,625
17,462

383

4,057

96

1,272

759
628

2,207
572

440

1,600 

22,545
6,811

4,668 

26,145

1,495 
7,670

15,718 50,092 5,774 70,751
(a) Includes expenditure financed by payments under the Petroleum Search Subsidy Act 
1959"“1969 •

i
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PETROLEUM EXPLORATION
(source : Compiled from data published by the Bureau of Mineral Resources, Geology 

and Geophysics)

TABLE C, - SOURCES OF FUNDS ---^3-000)------------------

Particulars 1965 1966 1967 1968

PRIVATE SOURCES (a)

Utilised in -

New South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania
Northern Territory

Australia

3,640
3,796

14,883
4,559

14,245
829

6.246

48,197

1,706 
7,007 

13,670
4,059 

15,267
1,293 
6.367,

49,369

1 ,284 
17,557
5,116
6,257

12,047
2,424

-A.a78.,
51,662

1 ,126 
20,403
5,392 
3,261

22,118 
998

6.222

59,519

GOVERBMEMT SOURCES

Payments under Petroleum 
Search Subsidy Act 
1959-1969 -

Utilised in -

New South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania
Northern Territory

Total subsidy payments, 
Australia

633
609

3,818
949

2,487
107

1 ,157

9,759

724
640

2,194
769

3,355
570

1,365

9,617

516
727 

1,767 
1 ,058 
3,441

469 
1 ,657

9,635

474 
1,940 
1 ,419 
1,407 
4,027

497 
1,448

11,212

Utilised for -

Geophysical
Drilling

Other Government sources -

Commonwealth (a)
State Hines Departments

Total other Government 
sources, Australia

Total Government sources.
Australia

5,311
4,448

4,910
4,707

4,512
5,123

3,590
7,622

3,824
711

4,535

3,649
767

4,416

4,508
466

4,974

4,756 
_J82.

5,539

14,294 14,033 14,609 16,751

TOTAL FUNDS, PRIVATE AND GOVERNMENT

I IAustralia 62,491 63,402 66,271 76,270

(a) Excludes payments under the Petroleum Search Subsidy Act 1959-1969.
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PRTROLWUK EXPLORATION
(source : Compiled from data published by the Bureau of Mineral Resources, Geology 

and Geophysics)

TABL3 D, - 5UI1HARY OF 1BLL3 /iND FOOTAGE DRILLED. 1965 TO 1963 (a)

Particulars

Wells drilled (b)
Average total depth of 

wells drilled
Wells completed as potential 

oil producers
Wells completed as potential 

gas producers
Wells drilled or drilling 

over 10,000 ft

Footage drilled -

Completed wells 
Uncompleted holes (o)

No,

ft

No.

No.

No.

ft 
ft

Total footage drilled ft

1965

208

5,401

25

20

16

1 ,057,325 
83,349

1,141,174

1966

134

6,155

12

14

19

687,041 
63,781

755,822

1967

274

5,573

174

13

11

986,079 
53,862

1 ,039,941

1958

225

6,135

64

22

15

959,067
59,889

1,018,956

(a; With the exception of "average total depth of vrellc drilled" : 
data include particulars for developmental wells.

(b) Number of holes which reached total depth during the year.
(o) Wells suspended or drilling at 31 December of the year sho-wn.

for 1967 and 1968, these

TABLN - .TUiaVJtY OF .'SLLI AND FOOTAS?: DRILLED. 1968 (a)

Particulars

Wells drilled (b)

Average total depth of 
wells drilled

Wells completed as 
potential oil 
producers

Wells completed as 
potential gas 
producers

Wells drilled or 
drilling over 
10,000 ft

Footage drilled - 

Completed wells 

Uncompleted holes(o) 

Total footage 
drilled

No. 23

ft

No.

No.

Ho.

ft

ft

ft

Qld

51

S.A,

15

W.A.

127

Tas. N.T. Australia

225

4,765 8,626 5,501 6,167 5,832 7,166 12,843 6,135

53 64

22

15

19,197

2,941

22,138

162,946

5,698
252,013 99,527 406,189 

30,811

14,332 4,863

.. 20,439

959,067

59,889

168,644 252,013 99,527 437,000 14,332 25,302 1 ,018,956

N.S.-.J Vic ,

6

1

2 1

5 6

9 6 6 1

5 1 1 1 1

(a) With the exception of "average total depth of wells drilled", these data include 
particulars for developmental wells.

(b) Number of holes which reached total depth during the
(0) Wells suspended or drilling at 31 December.

year.




