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INQUIRIES*If you would Hie so obtain further iiformation about these statistics, please ring Greg Bray on (02) 268 4240: 

contact ABS Irformation Services on (02) 268 4611, at level 3, St Andrew's House, Sydney Square, Sydney; or 
write to Information Services, Australian Bureau of Statistics, Box 796 GPO, Sydney 2001.

MAIN FEATURES

Employment ,
In seasonally adjusted terms, the number of emptoyed persons in NSW showed no change from May to June 1990.
Trend estimates indicate an increase in labour force participation in NSW since May 1990.

Unemployment
In seasonally adjusted terms, the NSW unemployment rate in June 1990 was 6.3 per cent, slightly higher than the 6.1 
per cent recorded in May 1990, and at a similar level to the 6.3 per cent in the same period iaa year. The national
unemployment rate was higher u 6.6 per cent, which was an increase from 6.0 per cent one year ago. The number of 
persons unemployed in NSW rose 3.7 per cent, although trend estimates indicate a stabilisation of the number of
persons unemployed, after increases sirce November of last year.

Industrial Disputes
Continuing the trend of recent months, the April 1990 figure (5.000) of the number of working days lost in NSW was 
the lowest April figure since publication of monthly data commenced(1971). The proportion of working days lost in 
NSW (4.7 percent) to the Australian figure is also the lowest since 1971.

Job Vacancies
The estimated number of job vacancies in NSW in May 1990 (2,000) is the lowest figure since May 1987 (when die 
same figure was obtained).
Average Weekly Employee Earnings
Continuing the trend of recent quarters, the annual movement in NSW (8.0 per cent) of full-time adult ordinary time 
earnings was the highest of all States and Territories

Retail Trade Q
The trend estimate for retail turnover in May 1990 continued to show weak growth for Australia. NSW, in relative 
terms, is exhibiting stronger growth than all other States apart from Tasmania by averaging 0.6 per cent growth per 
month over the last three months (and over the past year). Australia is averaging an increase of only 02 per cent per 
month for the three months ending May 1990.

Tourism
As a result of increased cafracity the room occupancy rale for licensed hotels, motels etc. in NSW fell by three 
percentage points from December quarter 1988 to 57.3 per cent for December quarter 1989. Guest nights increased by 
1.3 per cent over the same period to 4,437,000.

Building
There was a wight fall (2.1%) in the seasonally adjusted figure of the number of new dwelling units approvals in NSW 

I9w to Mav 19^. Ilie quarterly figure for commencements of new dwelling units in NSW is the lowestfrom April 1990 to Mav 1990. The quarterly figure for commencements of new dwelling units in NSW is the lowest 
since June quarter 1987. The number of houses commenced in March quarter 1990 increased slightly, and the fall in 
total commeiK«ments of new dwelling units is completely attributable to the category ‘other residential dwellings'.

Actual New Fixed Capital Expenditure
Total new fixed capili expenditure increased by 10% from March quarter 1989 to March quarter 1990. Most of this 
increase can be attributed to the ‘building and structures’ category. Compered to March quartet 1989, ‘equipment, plant 
and machinery’ for the March quarter increased by 3.3 %.

This publication provides information on a wide range of 
economic indicators which arc the latest availtdile at the time 
of publication. In a number of cases, figures appearing in 
this summary are preliminary and we subject to revision in 
subsequent issues.

For detailed explanatory notes and definitions for the items 
shown in this publication, reader" are referred to the specific 
ABS publications.

Current publications produced by the ABS are listed in the 
Catalogue of Publications (Catalogue No. 1101.0). A 
Publications Advice (Catalogue No. 1105.0) is issu^ on 
Tuesdays and Fridays which lists publications to be released 
in the next few days. These publications are available from 
any ABS Office.

JOHN WILSON
Deputy Commonwealth Statistician
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