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TELEFOL CLAUSE STRUCTURE

PHYLLIS M. HEALEY

0. INTRODUCTION

0.1 GENERAL

The present paper 1s a continuatlon of the statement of tiie struc--
ture of the Telefol language, which commenced with Telefol Noun
Phrases and Telefol Verb Phruses.! This paper presents in some detall
the Internal structure of Telefol Clauses so as to show the contrasts
between the varlous Clause Types.

The baslic Clause Types are Transitive, Intransitive, Motlon,
Complementary, Equational, and flve contrasting Sub-Types of Quotative
Clauses.2 Four of these basic types (Transitive, Intransitive, Motlon,
and Complementary) may be modifled by a change In the Predlicate and
correlated changes elsewhere in the Clause, to Indicate benefactlve.
All of the baslc Clause Types except the Equational may be modifled by
changes In the Predlicate correlated with differences of external dls-
tribution, to Indicate dependence or independence and same or dif-
ferent subject from that of the followlng Clause.

0 2 ABBREVIATIONS

A4: Noun Phrase Quantifler Unit

B: Beneficlary Unit

s Complementary Clause

CB: Benefactive Complementary Clause
Co: Complement Unit

Dn:  Destination Unit

E: Equational Clause

I: Intransitive Clause

IB: Benefactive Intransitive Clause
L: Location Unit

M: Motlon Clause

Ma: Manner Unit

MB:  Benefactlve Motlon Clause

N: Noun Phrase Nucleus

ission of PL.. A sealang.net/CRCL initiative.



Nm: Noun Phrase Number Unit

Nn:  Noun
0: Object Unit
/29 any Predicate Unit

Pc: Complementary Predicate Unit

Pcb: Benefactive Complementary Predicate Unlt
Pe: Equatlonal Predicate Unlt

Pi:  Intransitive Predicate Unit

Pib: Benefactlve Intransitive Predicate Unit
Pm:  Motlion Predicate Unit

Pmb: Benefactive Motion Predicate Unit

Pq:  Quotatlive Predicate Unit

Pgi: Direct Imperative Quotative Predicate Unit
Pr:  Noun Phrase Person Unit

Pt: Transitive Predicate Unit

Ptb: Benefactive Transitive Predicate Unit
0] any Quote Unit

d Deslderative Quote Unit

On:  Naming Quote Unit

0,3 Perceptive Quote Unit

QOs: Saylng Quote Unit

k: Referent Unit®

SE Subject Unit

Se:  Equational Subject Unit

1E Transitive Clause

TB:  Benefactlve Transitive Clause

Ti:  Time Unit

W: Accompaniment Unit (with...)

1.0 THE CLAUSE-LEVEL UNITS

In all Telefol Clauses the PREDICATE 1s obligatory. All Clause
Types other than Quotatlive Sub-Types are determined by the form of the
Verb occurring in the Predicate, and by at least one other dlagnostic
clause-level unit. A dlagnostic unit 1s one which helps to ldentify
the Clause Type In which 1t occurs. Its occurrence 1s not necessarlily
obligatory, however. A number of optional, non-dlagnostic clause-



level units may also occur In a Clause, though no more than three
optional units have been observed In a single Clause, and most Clauses
have Just one, or none at all. In text, the most commonly occurring
unit other than Predicate 1s Object, and the commonest Clause Type 1s
Transitive.

1.1 THE OCCURRENCE OF UNITS IN THE CLAUSE

Table A illustrates the possible occurrences of the varlous units
within the contrastive Clause Types. Obligatory occurrence 1s indi-
cated by (+), optlonal occurrence by (1), and significant non-occur-
rence by (-).

Table A
4 CLAUSE-LEVEL UNITS
CLAUSE TYPE
" S WL B O Q Ma P
Transitive (7) + + + t - 0 - + Pt
Transitive Benefactive (TB) 40y il Tty | a0 + +Ptb
Intransitive () 03, L i, C R + +Pi
Intransitive Benefactive (IB) o0t e EE o S t  +Pib
Motion (M) + + + - = iDn - t  +Pm
Motlon Benefactive (MB)® R 5y t  +Pmb
Complementary (C) AR U TR o + +Pc
Complementary Benefactive (CB)® £ 4 =f3n 4o — +  +Pcbh
Equational (E) AN AESe, = o = + +Pe
Perceptive Cuotative® 2y B e S D R
Saylng Guotative t t - — — — +0s - +Pq
Deslderative Guotative t t - - - - +H - +Pq
Direct Imperative Quotative -t - - - - +d - +Pq
Naming Guotative - t - - - +R +On - +Pq

The relative order of the units as shown In the table 1Is the pre-
dominant one. However, the relative order of Subject, Benefliclary and
ObjJect (or Object-like units) 1s not fixed. In particular, Beneficlary
sometimes follows ObJect. ObJect can also precede SubjJect. Time has
not been observed 1In other than first position or 1Immedlately follow
ing S + W.



Accompaniment (W) immedlately follows Subject (S), 1f present. The
occurrence of S 1s not necessary to the occurrence of W. The occur-
rence of S + W may be distingulshed from a co-ordinate constructlon
occurring In the Subject. The latter has so6 'and', 'with' following
each co-ordinated 1tem; the former lacks sod following the first 1tem,
which may have Noun Phrase Laterals, particularly Person, occurring
with 1t 1nstead.7 In a Clause contalning W, the person-number suffix
of the Verb In the Predicate may be In agreement with the SubjJect
alone, or 1n agreement with S + W together (see sectlon 2.1). In the
former case, the person-number sufflix 1s additional evidence of the
unit status of W. However, a Kin Quantifier (4g) may follow S + W as
though they were a single unit:

beéyé (S: he) aaniing sod (W: with his uncle) dlim (44: man-and-child)
'he with his uncle'

mdan tanum beéyd (S: the lad) odkén sod (W: with hls mother) dfaat
(A4 woman-and-child) 'the lad with his mother'

beéyé (S: he) ilami kalél sod (W: with his wife) dkam (44: husband-
and-wife) 'he with his wife'

Déoe soolé minte Ddabit sod iyd (S: Joy and David) odkén soolé adldb
so6 (W: with thelir mother and father) udlimal (44: family) 'Joy and
David with thelr mother and father'

1.2 PREDICATE UNITS

In all Clause Types except the Equational, the Predicate 1s mani-
fested by a Verb. In the Equational Clause the Predicate 1s manifested
by a Noun Phrase, which 1s not subjJect to the modiflications of the
Predicates of other Clause Types.

1.21 VERBAL PREDICATES IDENTIFIED BY STEM CLASS

Most Verbs are transitive, and so constitute the majJor syntactic
Verb class. A Transltive Clause 1s also distingulshed by the optlonal
occurrence of an Object.

The other syntactic Verb classes are smaller: Intransitive, Motlon,
Complementary, and Quotatlve.

INTRANSITIVE VERBS manlifest the Predlicate of an Intransitive
Clause. Thlis syntactic class consists of all the members of two mor-
phologlically defined classes of Verbs together with a few other mlis-
cellaneous Verbs:

(a) boonamin 'disappear'®
daanamin 'dawn'
kaanamin tdle
keenam in 'burn', 'shine'

tdbanamin 'shelter’



toonamin I'sit!
waanamin 'hide (oneself)'

(b) Verbs derived from Ad)ectives and Nouns, e.g.
afdlikéndanamin 'enlarge' from afdlikén 'big'
binimanamin 'be finished' from binim '‘none'
dabdmdnam in 'be lopped’ from dabdm 'head'
damanamin 'mature’ from dam 'body’'
diilanamin 'cool off' from diil 'cold'
duumanamin ' fade' from duum ' faded, brown'
katibdnamin 'diminish’ from katib 'small'
mafdkanamin 'deterlorate' from mafdk 'bad’
ydmanam in 'ripen’ from yém 'ripe’

(c) Miscellaneous Verbs, e.g.
iminin 'doze'
mindn’ kdlin 'be raining'
o6lmin ' shout'

MOTION VERBS, which co-occur with the dlstinctive optional clause-
level unit, Destination, manifest a Motlion Predicate. Beslde belng a
syntactic class, Motlon Verbs are all members of a distinctive mor-
phologlcal stem-class, those whose stems terminate In -em In the
Customary Continuative form, and are followed by the -on and -ontema
suffixlal varlants of Potentlal and Future Tenses In the Punctillar

Aspect;.9 They 1nclude:
abemin 'do, go abruptly'
am’ iinemin 'go home', 'go 1nto house'
bilinemin 'run away'
dadkinemin 'leave, depart, go away, escape'
télemin ' come'
teéminemin 'go down, set' (sun, moon)
tiinemin 'walk, go past, fly, flow'
Unemin 'go'
yakinemin 'move out of the way'

There are Just three Verbs which occur as Predicate of a COMPLE-
MENTARY CLAUSE, 1in which the other dlagnostic unlit 1s an optlional

Complement. These are
nin 'be', 'reslde'’
tébemin 'become', 'appear', 'happen', 'be'’
keemin ‘be', 'become', 'do'
The QUOTATIVE VERB, akan’kalin 'say', 'want', 'see', 1s the only

Verb occurring as Predicate of all Quotative Clauses.



1.22 VERBAL PREDICATES MODIFIED BY INFLECTION

Just as the Clause Type may be partlally ldentiflied by the Verb
stem-class as descrilbed above, so also It may be further ldentifled by
some of the affixes of the Verb, whether or not the other dlagnostic
unlits are present In a particular manifestation of a Clause.

Transitive, Intransitlve, Motlon, and Complementary Clauses may be
modifled for benefactive. In a Clause so modifled the benefactive
form of the Verb Involves an expanslon of 1ts stem and thls 1s cor-
related with the addition of an optional clause-level unit, the Bene-
ficlary, or with speclal features in one of the other optlonal clause-
level units such as Subject or ObJect.

The Independent non-benefactive Verb has the general morphologlcal
shape:

object —a h g g subject

& petson '+ Tobl, £ erivational , aspec , temse | negatlve | DErson
0 suffix suffix suffix suffix

prefix suffix

NON-BENEFACTIVE STEWN

for example,

bdko-1-antém-4 (Pt: talk/punctilliar-punctiliar-will-he) (T) 'ne
will talk'

baka-m-antém-4 (Pt: talk/contlnuative-continuative-will-he) (N
'he will be talking'

The corresponding benefactive form of the Verb conslists of a complex
benefactlive stem which differs from thie non-benefactive stem by con-
talning in addition a benefactlve/aspect sufflix and a beneflclary
person marker:

object benef./ benef. subject
deriv. aspect tense negative

t person + root t + aspect + person + + 1 + person
suffix suffix suffix suffix

prefix suffix marker suffix

BENEFACTIVE STEM

There 1s a phonologlical Juncture before the beneficlary person marker,
and thls 1s marked by (*) in the following examples, which have been
written as single words:10

boko-b-’ née-1-antém-4 (Ptb: talk/punctliliar-benefactlive/punctiliar-me-
punctiliar-will-he) (TB) 'he will tell me'

boko-b-’na-m-antém-4 (Ptb: talk/punctlliar-benefactive/punctillar-me-
continuative-will-he) (TB) 'he will tell me':l

bakaa-Q-' nee-m-antém-4 (Ptb: talk/contlinuative-benefactive/continuative-
me-continuative-will-he) (TB) 'he will be telling me'



The equivalent dependent forms replace the tense suffix by one of the
dependent suffixes, for both non-benefactive and benefactive.

The Quotative Clause Sub-Types do not occur in the benefactive.
But the Predicate of an assoclated clause may occur In the benefac-
tive, the benefliclary person marker then belng in agreement with the
preflix of the Quotative Verb akan’kalin.12

A more far-reaching modificatlion 1s indicated by the occurrence of
the Homopersonal Dependent suffix -nVl and the Heteropersonal Depen-
dent suffixes -bVl, -sVl, or rarely -le.13 One of these Indicates
that a particular Clause 1s Dependent, In contrast to an Independent
Clause which contains instead Iin 1ts Predicate a Verb marked by a
tense sufflix. The Dependent Clause, marked as above In its Predicate,
1s usually non-filnal In a sequence of Clauses In a Sentence; the
Independent Clause 1s the final Clause of a sequence belng affirmed,
negated, or questioned. The Homopersonal sufflx Indicates that the
subjJect of the following Clause 1Is the same as that of the Dependent
Clause; the Heteropersonal sufflix Indicates a change of subjJect in the
followlng Clause. Thils sufflix Is In agreement with the Subject Unit
of each Clause,1f present, and with the subj)ect-person suffixes of the
two Predicates. The one partlal exception to this agreement 1s the
case In which the subject of the Dependent Clause Includes the subject
of the following Clause, In which case the Homopersonal suffix 1s
used. All Clause Types except Equational may occur in elther Depen-
dent or Independent form.

1.3 NON-PREDICATE UNITS

The varlous distinct non-predicate clause-level units are: Time
(T1), Subject (S), Equational Subject (Se), Accompaniment (W), Loca-
tion (L), Beneficlary (B), Object (0), Destination (Dn), Complement
(Co), Referent (R), Guote (Q), and Manner (Ma). All of these are
optional except Quote. Of these, Object, Destinatlion, Complement,
Referent, and Quote are dlagnostic of the Clause Type 1n which they
occur - Transitive, Motlon, Complementary, Naming Quotative, and all
Quotatives respectively. Similarly, Beneficlary 1s dlagnostic of the
benefactive modification of the Transitive and Intransitive Types.

With two exceptlons, all of the non-predicate clause-level units
are manlfested by a Noun Phrase, the particular Noun Phrase Type often
being dlagnostic of the unit in which 1t occurs. The two exceptlons
are the Manner Unit and the Quote.

The occurrence of the various Noun Phrase Types In clause-level
units 1s shown In Table B.14 Some of these clause-level units contrast
with one another internally: in the Phrase Types which manifest them,
and/or in some of thelr components, such as Noun sub-class and Pro-
noun series.15 They also contrast with one another externally: 1in
thelr position within the Clause, and 1n the Clause Types In which



they occur.

However, S, Se, B, 0, R, Co, and Pe may all be manifested by a
General Noun Phrase, so may not contrast Internally, but such ambil-
gultles may usually be resolved. B 1s usually marked by a -mi serles
Pronoun. S, 0, and B may co-occur 1n a Clause and are not flxed 1in
thelr preferred relative order. But they are then distingulshed by
agreement of each unit with an affix in the Verb of the Predicate (see
section 2). Se and Pe are fixed in thelr relative order. R and Co
occur In Clause Types where confusion 1s not likely to occur‘.16

Parentheses In Table B Indicate 1imited, rare occurrence.

Table B

CLAUSE-LEVEL UNITS
NOUN PHRASE TYPE

General Noun Phrase X g i X X X X X
Personal Name Phrase Y =5 X X X X
Possessor Nucleus Phrase | (x) (x) X X
Time Phrase (x) (x) X
Destination Phrase X

Instrument Phrase

Directlon Phrase X

Location Phrase X
S00 Phrase X X
binim Phrase b
Descriptive Phrase X X

Occurring In the Manner Unit 1s a class of ADVERBS, which includes
the followling:

akol 'slowly, gently' eekub 'quickly'

aaltamsd 'again' féén 'really, truly'

amiit 'permanently, fiyaab 'slowly'
definitely!' fodmtuub) 'loudly, strongly,

asok 'agalin' foom ) fimly'

atin 'really’ inget 'quickly!

baan ‘quickly' ? Kkuun 'temporarlly', 'for

bisil 'quickly' alittle while'

bisob 'for no reason' maakso 'again', 'more’

S Se B O R Dn Co Pe Ti W L Ma




mingkib 'similarly’ tambal 'well'
nangkaal 'slowly' telé ' thoroughly"
oongifét 'quickly' tuluun 'really, actually'
oongsakam 'qulckly' yukit 'quickly'
séeng 'qulckly' yukisdkam 'quickly'
sudn ) yuut 'quickly'

sutnkdb) '&lways'

Careful checking Indicates that all of the words for 'qulckly' except
badn are near synonyms, and antonyms of fiyaab 'slowly'.

These Adverbs most frequently occur singly In the Manner Unlt, but
may occur more than one at a time. When a sequence of Adverbs mani-
fests the Manner Unlt, the followlng characterlstics appear.

(a) The order Iin which they occur 1s not fixed, though loose
preferences of order appear. mﬁngkdb, fiyaab, yuut, and asok 1n
particular change order very freely.

(b) However, the following in particular do show a tendency to
occur first: baan, féén, tdmbdl, and mingkuib. The following show a
tendency to occur last: tuluun, fodmtuub, bisil, yukudt, yukudsakam.

(c) Most of the Adverbs apart from antonyms seem to co-occur, but
tuluun seems more restricted than the others.

The Manner Unlt may also be manlfested by an Instrument Phrase.
This 1s a restricted type of General Noun Phrase.17 An Adverb and an
Instrument Phrase may co-occur 1n the Manner Unlt, thelr relative
order belng Interchangeable. Thls co-occurrence parallels the co-
occurrence of two Adverbs In the Manner Unit.

nimi kalél bodyd (0: my wife) fodmtuub kdilmiim tuub (Ma: hard with
fist) ung kwadli (Pt: I-hit-her) (T) 'I hit my wife hard with my
fist!

or alternatively, nimi kalél bodyd (0) kiulmiim tuub foomtuub (Ma: with
fist hard) ung kwadli (Pt).

Two further alternative analyses of the status of the Instrument
Phrase are possible. Both alternative analyses Involve an Instrument
Unlt which 1s distinct from the Manner Unlit. (a) The Instrument Unit
could be regarded as an additlonal optional unit In Transitive
Clauses.17 (b) The Instrument Unit could be regarded as an optlonal
unit dlagnostic of an Instrument Clause Type. This Clause Type would
also be characterlized by a restricted set of Verbs In the Predicate,
those Involving a gross physical translitive actlon, e.g. break, hit,
kick, bite, cut, make, pull, wipe, plalt, tle, bore (hole), plck out,
squash, pull up, palnt, and the 1lke. Such seml-cerebral actlons as
think, see, talk are excluded. However, 1t has not been easy to
delimlit this group of Verbs since the elicitatlon of Verb-Instrument
collocations 1s 1limited by the Iingenulty of the llngulst. Both of
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these alternative analyses have been rejected as more complex than the
first analysls presented above.

Whereas the Manner Unit most frequently Immedlately precedes the
Predicate, 1t may occur in any one of the positions shown In paren-

theses:
Tt S W (Ma) L (Ma) B <(Ma) O (Ma) P
and In analogous positions In the other Clause Types.
The Quote, an obligatory unit occurring only in Quotative Clauses,

1s manifested by a whole sentence, from a single ejaculation or one-

word Predicate to a sequence of Clauses, terminating with a Quotative
Marker, od or kalag 18

2. AGREEMENT

There 1s agreement of person and number between Subjlect and Predi-
cate, sometimes between ObJect and Predicate, and between Beneflclary

and Predicate. There 1s also temporal agreement between Time and
Predicate.

The Nucleus of a Noun Phrase as Subject, ObjJect, Beneflclary, or

Possessor may be singular or plural. Plural number may be indicated
by one or more of the following:

(a) the plural suffix -al on Kin Nouns, Personal Name Nouns, and a
few other Human Nouns,19

(b) the occurrence of a Quantifier (A4),20
(c) co-ordination In the Nucleus,7

(d) the Lateral Number,z1

(e) one of the Post-Demonstratives (D2) kalib, kulib, or bilib
‘those'.22

In addition, the Noun Phrase may contaln a Person Unlt, manifested
by a Pronoun whose stem exhlbits one of the following 8 distinctions
of person and number:

1 sing. 'I, me' ni- ~ na-

1 plural 'we, us' ni- ~ nd-

2 sing. masc. 'you' kab-

2 sing. fem. 'you! kib-

2 plural 'you' ib-

3 sing. masc. ‘he, him' i- ~ ya-, keé-, beé-23
3 sing. fem. 'she, her' d- ~ d-, kod-, bod-

3 plural 'they, them' 1i-

2.1 AGREEMENT OF SUBJECT AND PREDICATE
The finlte Predlicate exhlblts the followlng 6 distinctions of
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person and number by sufflxatlon:

Set A Set B Set C
1 sing. I -1 -ii -an ~ -0n
2 sing. 'you' -db -aldb -4l ~ -aal
3 sing. masc. 'he' -a -e -dak ~ -ok
3 sing. fem. ' she! -u -0 ~ -uu -k ~ -uik
1 plural Twe' -ub -ulib -dm ~ -uum
2/3 plural 'you/they' -ib -ilib -in ~ -iin

Normally the Sub)Ject and Predlcate agree In person and number:

beéyé (S: he) una (Pm: he-went) (M) ‘'he lerg' 24

beéyo (S: he) weéng (0: talk) bdkobd (Pt: he-talked) (T) 'he talked'

niyo (S: I) seéb (Dn: forest) uni (Pm: I-went) (M) 'I went to the
forest!

tamim bilib iyd (S: those men) weéng (0: talk) bakan’ bilib (Pt: they-
are-talking) (T) 'the men are talking'

However there are two clrcumstances in which modiflication of
agreement may occur. In each of these the SubjJect may be regarded as
a collective unit and co-occur with a singular suffix Iin the Predicate,
or as a plurallty and co-occur with a plural suffix in the Predicate.

Firstly, a Phrase as SubjJect contalning a Human Noun and a Quan-
tifler in the Nucleus may have the shape:

Nifinim dlimal (N: (Nn: Nifinim 4y: famlly)) kdbd (Pr: you-sing.masc.)
'Nifinim and his family, you!

The Predicate relating to thlis SubjJect may agree with the Pronoun in
the Subject, and have a second person singular suffix (e.g. -dab 'you-
sing.!'), or 1t may agree with the total semantic conflguration In-
cluding udlimal ' family', and have a second person plural sufflx (e.g.
-ib 'you-pl.'). The Subject Phrase, with the same meaning, may have
the alternate shape:

Nifinim dlimal (N: Nifinim and family) ibd (Pr: you-pl.)

In this case the Predicate wlll be In complete agreement with the

Subject (e.g. -ib 'you-pl.').

Nifinim dlimal kabé (S: Nifinim and famlly, you-sing.masc.) undntemab
(Pm: you-sing.-will-go) (M) 'Nifinim, you and your family will
go'

Nifinim dlimal kabé (S: Nifinim and famlly, you-sing.masc.) undntemib
(Pm: you-pl.-will-go) (M) 'Nifinim, you and your family will go'

Nifinim ulimal ibé (S: Nifinim and family, you-pl.) undntemib (Pm:
you-pl.-will-go) (M) 'Nifinim, you and your family will go'

undng alikaab (S: woman all) tuld (Pm: she-came) (M) 'all the women
came'
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The other modifying circumstance 1s a Clause involving an Accom-
paniment Unit (W). Whether or not the Clause contalns a Subject Unit
(e.g. niyd 'I') immedlately preceding W, the presence of a sod Phrase
as Accompaniment (e.g. kabsd 'wlth-you-sing.masc.') permlits two
alternatives in the Predicate. P may agree with the SubjJect alone
(e.g. -6m 'I will'), or with S + ¥ (e.g. -um 'we will'), thus:

niyo (S: I) kabsd (W: with-you) undn (Pm I-will-go) () r1'11 go
with you'

niyé (S: I) kabso (W: with-you) umim (Pm: we-will-go) (M) 'I'll go
with you'

Kéeni beéyo (S: Keenl) imi kalél sind (W: with his wife) imdn iyo
(0: food) fuube (Pt: he-1s-cooking) (T) 'Keeni 1s cooking food
with his wife!'

kabo (S: you-sing.masc.) wantab sod (W: with whom) undb (Pm: you-sing.-
went) () ‘'who did you go with'

wantab ita (S: who) kabso (W: wilth-you-masc.sing.) iunib (Pm: you-pl.-
went) (M) 'who went with you'

2.2 AGREEMENT OF OBJECT AND PREDICATE

About 20% of all Transitive Verbs indicate object by prefixation.
These prefixed Verbs are divided Into several classes according to the
particular set of preflixes they take. These sets of preflxes lnvolve
a varylng number of person-number distinctions, as may be 1llustrated
by the followlng four representative sets, although the majJority of
Verbs show a flve-way distinction 11ke the third column below.

1 sing. 'me! na- na- namd-
2 sing. 'you' ka- ka- kamd-
1/2/3 pl. ‘us/you/them!' i- imd-
3 masc. sing. 'him/1t! & d-

3 masc. pl. ' them' i ; 3 du-  gqul-
3 fem. sing. 'her/IT' 3 ; = } k-

3 fem. pl. ' THEM! = ku- pul-

A Predicate Involving one of these Verbs agrees with the Object
Unit to the extent of the number of distinctions avallable for the
particular Verb. The ObJect Unlt may be marked by a -mi serles
Pronoun before one of these object-marked Predicates, 1n place of the
more usual Pronoun serles such as -6 and -ta.

beéyd (S: he) nimi (0: me) ndng kodld (Pt: he-hit-me) () 'he hit
me'

beéyd (S: he) man itd (O: the boy) ang kodld (Pt: he-hit-him) (7
'he hit the boy'

beéyd (S: he) man itd (0: the boy) dng koob’' néeld (Ptb: he-hit-him-
for-me) (TB) ‘'he hit the boy for me'
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beéyo (S: he) mumi (0: us) ifilinbe (Pt: he-1s-sorry-for-us/you/them)
(T) 'he 1s sorry for us'

beéyd (S: he) imi (0: him/them) ifilinbe (Pt: he-1s-sorry-for-us/you/
them) () 'he is sorry for them'

2.3 AGREEMENT INVOLVING BENEFACTIVE PREDICATES

The beneficlary person marker in a benefactive Predicate (Ptb,
Pib, Pmb, Pcb) shows the followlng three-way contrast:

'nee- ~ 'na- 'for me'
'kee- ~ 'ka- ' for you-sing.'
‘ee- ~Q ' for him/her/us/you-pl. /them'

Thls person marker agrees In person and number, to the extent of this
three-way contrast, wlith the Beneflclary Unit 1f there 1s one. If
there 1s no Beneflclary Unit, 1t may agree with the Possessor within
any clause-level unit manifested by a Noun Phrase.

The Beneflclary Unit occurs in Translitive and Intransitlive Clauses
only. It appears, however, that not all Transltive and Intransitlve
Verbs co-occur with the Beneflclary Unit. Those which do so, occur
In the benefactive form far more frequently than those whlich do not.
Some of the Verbs characteristically occurring I1n benefactlve form
and having a Beneflclary Unit assoclated with them are:

(a) Transitive:

bakaa’ eemin 'tell him' kafal'éemin) : '
kuku’ eemin ) Show fHttm
bakkaa’ eemin 'miss him' oksam ukaa’ eemin 'wash him’
kukaa eemin ) ukaa’ eemin 'cut and glve him
- 1
kubkaa’ eemin) '81ve him a share of meat'
(b) Intransitive:
001’ eemin 'call him' doong ddkaa’ eemin 'help him'

The Beneflclary Unlt 1s manifested by a General Noun Phrase. Thls
commonly and characteristically contalns a Pronoun of the -mi serles,
though a Pronoun of the -0, -td4, or -kal serles also occaslonally
occurs. Very occaslonally there 1s no Pronoun. The followlng ex-
amples show agreement wilth Beneflclary In Transitive and Intransitlive
Clauses.

mufekmufek bodyé (0: those things) waami (B: who?) modb’ mantémab (Ptb:
you-will-buy-for-him) (TB) 'who are you buying those things for'

niyé (S: I) kaabak m8k (0: an axe) tamim beémi (5: the man) kodb’ mi
(Ptb: I-gave-to-him) (TB) 'I gave the man an axe'

oo6kén uta (S: her mother) man (B: child) kafal’ éebo (Ptb: she-1s-
showing-1t-to-her) (TB) 'her mother 1s showing 1t to her’
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sang booyo (0: the story) unang tanmim imi (B: the people) bokob’ éela
(Ptb: he-told-them) (TB) 'he told the people the story'

tanum iyo (S: the men) ikkum beéyd (B: their friends) dodng ddkaa’ eemin
(Pib: customarily-help-them) (IB) ‘'one man helps another'

meet Nifinim beéyd (S: Nifinim up there) ydng man beémi (B: that child
along there) odl’ eebe (Pib: he-1s-calling-him) (IB) 'Nifinim 1s
calling that child

The other type of benefactive agreement 1s far more versatile. It
may occur with any benefactive Predicate (Ptb, Pib, Pmb, Pcb). The
Predicate may be In agreement with a Possessor in any clause-level
unit manifested by a General Noun Phrase. The Pussessor 1s 1tself a
General Noun Phrase, which usually terminates with a -mi serles
Proneun as Person. It occurs within the Nucleus of the Phrase, pre-
ceding the Noun Head.25 Note that the presence of a Possessor in any
clause-level unit does not require a benefactive Predicate plus thils
type of agreement. But the presence of a benefactlive Predlicate
normally does Involve agreement.

The following examples 1llustrate thls type of agreement, the unit
contalning the relevant Possessor belng Indlicated 1In each case.

S - nimi kadbdk fGk (S: my axe handle) kiun (Co: strong) tebeb’ néebu
(Pcb: 1t-has-becoue- for-me) (CB) 'my axe handle has hardened'

S - veémi kdyaam (S: hils dog) kaaneb’ éeld (Pib: 1t-dled-for-him)
(IB) 'nls dog died'

S - bilit imi aket uyo (S: thelr thougnts) tdmbslaneb’ mik (Pib: 1t-
will-become-good-for-them) (IB) 'they will be satlsfled'

0 - tanum mak im{ at (0: a man's song) kwaa’ eebilib (Ptb: they-are-
singing-to-him) (TB) 'they are singing about/to a man'

O - ookén umi koong sook (0: his mother's plg rope) ila’ eebe (Ptb: he-
1s-making-for-her) (TB) ‘'ne 1s making a plg rope for his mother'

Dn - nimi kadbdk finang (Dn: up to my axe) uneb’néeld (Pmb: he-went-
for-me) (MB) 'he went for my axe'

Dn - nimi ildngdiib (Dn: my garden) teleb’ ndma (Pmb: he-came-for-me)
(MB) ‘ne came to my garden'

Co- beéyd (S: he) numi kamékim (Co: our headman) keeb’ éesd (Pcb: he-
1s- for-us) (CB) 'he 1s our headman'

Co - 1Ise bodyoé (S: that) nulumi ookok alikaab (Co: our responsibility
entirely) keeb eéesu (Pcb: 1t-1s-for-us) (CB) '1t 1s our respon-
sibllity entirely!

L - niyd (S: I) fuut mak dyé (0: a carving) kdbmi kaal diim kal (L: on
your skin) dooleb’kéeli (Ptb: I-wrote-for-you) (TB) 'I wrote on
your skin'
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L - bodyé (S: she) ook uyd (0: water) beémi dubdém diim kal (L: on hls
head) deeleb’ mu (Ptb: she-poured-for-him) (TB) 'she poured water
on hils head'

2.4 AGREEMENT OF TIME AND PREDICATE

Table C summarlizes the collocatlions of Time Unlt and Predlcate
tense that occur. It will be noted that the Time Unlit and the
Predicate tense are In agreement, the agreement belng more exact
between more speclflc time and more speciflc tense, and belng less
exact between less specific time and tense. Tenseless forms willl be
seen to occur with all Time expresslions, relatlive Time expressions
with all tenses.

All the Verb forms clted In the table are Independent forms of the
Verb bdkamin 'say', 'tell', 'talk', and all finlte forms contaln one
of the third person singular mascullne subject suffixes -4, -e, or
- ak.

Occurrence 1s Indicated by (x), non-occurrence by (-), and doubtful
occurrence by (?).

The -sd4 past tense punctlllar only occurs with time expressions for
the very remote past, especlally for times preceding the birth of the
speaker, whereas the -se past tense punctlllar occurs with expressions
for the less remote past.

One Verb form, bdkdn-’ boomd 'he 1s always talking', does not occur
with the Time Unit at all. The only time-1llke co-occurrent of this
form 1s the Adverb suunkib 'always'. Similarly, the Customary
Continuative form bdkam-in '<he> talks', except In 1ts Imperatlve
usage, does not occur with the Time Unit, or with suuinkub. When used
with suiinkdb rather than with a time expression, bdka-nubd, bdaka-
' ndkbe, bdka-b4, and periphrases bdakdn d4lba (recent extended) and
bdkdn tébesd (stative habitual) all seem to be synonymous with bakan-
* bodma.

Imperative forms, which show the same agreement pattern as general
future forms, 1nclude the following: Customary Continuative, bdkam-in,
In a Clause having a second person Pronoun as Person In the Subject
Unit; Potentlal when followed by Sentence Terminals a, oo, or by oo
aketa koo; second person Abilitative (with negative meaning).
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Table C: AGREEMENT OF TIME AND PREDICATE

SPECIFIC TIME VAGUE TIME
o
gneg
Y P
o ® g
THE TIME UNIT 0 % g o ) =3
29 2igals_ s §I|E
T o ©W © o o t?ﬂ 8 ‘1’ —
TENSE IN - % it T % & g RORNe 9 &~
€3]
58 8§38 8§32 g & g | >
THE PREDICATE 5 3 ﬁ 5 5 5 E:D e g 2 ;
<
esa8sglSez:g|3
g ~— 2 2 - g g 0 5 g 0 o5
FAR PAST: bdko-sd, boko-se,26 AR = X X X - X
bdkam-si
GENERAL PAST PUNCTILIAR: S bl SoNES A S| DA DR = X
bdko-ba
YESTERDAY PAST: =P Y SN R I i Y fa e = X
bdko-mansd, b4kdn-mansa
IMMEDIATE PAST: bdkol -4 - ~'x - - -1- x x x - |«x
PAST HABITUAL: baka-nuba = SRR BT S S| [ A e Sl X
RECENT HABITUAL: = = = = =abo = oY YR X A X
bdka-’ ndkbe, bdka-ba
PRESENT CONTINUATIVE: bakan-be S R e o [ Rt X = ]
IMMEDIATE FUTURE: bdkam-4 - == == === x x - |x
TOMORROW FUTURE: bdko-’' bodéntemd,| - - - - x -|- - x 7 X |[X
bakan-’ bodntemad
GENERAL FUTURE: bdkol -antéma, - - - x x x|- - x x x |x
bdkam-antéma, also Imperative
forms
TENSELESS FORMS: TR e X L XA X e XS X

Potentlal: bdkol-ak, bdkam- 4k

Abllitative:

bdko-* nam4, bdkam-’ nama
Negative:

bdkol - intém, bakam-intém

Unfulfilled Obligation:
bdkol-anakin, bakam-anakin




17

A representatlive sample of possible Noun Phrases occurring as the
Time Unlt 1s as follows:

SPECIFIC TIME:

siin ydk mak umi falaédé iyd 'Friday of last week!

amsinsin ilo 'day before yesterday'

amsintd 'yesterday'

amsin mililiib kodtd 'last night'

kamdano mililiib kodtd 'last night', 'tonlight

kamdno kutim kodtd 'thls morning'

kamano kwiina kodta 'this afternoon'

amsdb kutim kodtd ' tomorrow morning'

amsdb uyé ' tomorrow'

amsdb bii kadl 'the day after tomorrow!

amsdb bii kadlkaal 'two days after tomorrow'

yak mak umi falaédé kodta 'Friday of next week'

ydk mak dmi 4tol dikilantemib kodtd 'next Christmas', 'next year'
VAGUE TIME:

sukdyok sukayok kodtd 'a very long time ago'

sukdmi kodtd 'a long time ago'

siin dyd 'some time ago'

kamad kodtd 3

meéb kamad kodtd 'recently', 'Just';

ka f 'soon', 'about to

kamdno 'now' (?)

kamdno am ka daanu kodta 'today'

am ka daanu kodtd "now'

suiktd, suikkd 'later on', 'sometime'

The expressions kamad kodtd, meéb kamad kodtd, and ka Indicate general
proximity to the present. Thelr translation as 'recently' or 'soon'
depends on whether a past or future tense occurs In the related
Predicate.

RELATIVE TIME:
aal tam 'afterwards'
kamad ki ' (at) first'

The same full distribution as these two expressions have 1s shared by
Sequentlial Clauses Indicating relative time, such as siita 'soon',
biita 'later'.

There are two aspects In Telefol Verbs: Punctillar for momentary or
short actlion, often marked by suffix -1, and Continuatlve for more
protracted actlon, marked by -m, -n, or -n’kal. Many Verbs also have
contrastive stems for Punctiliar and Continuatlive Aspect.
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The Interrogative Time Phrase dook kodtd 'when?' occurs with
Punctiliar Aspect Verb forms almost exclusively. So also does the
Sequentlal Clause dokdbe dokobe keeta 'whenever'.

The expression kwiina sod kutim sod, an 1diom meaning 'all day
long', occurs mostly with Continuative Aspect Verb forms. The Adverb
sulnkib 'always' also occurs mostly with Contlnuative forms.

3. CONTRASTIVE FEATURES OF CLAUSE TYPES
The following abbreviation of part of Table A shows for the Clause

Types 1l1sted only those units which are diagnostic for thelr estab-
lishment as separate Clause Types:

Transitive (T) 10 +Pt
Transitive Benefactive (TB) B 10 +Ptb
Intransitive (I) +P1
Intransitive Benefactive (IB) B +Pib
Motion (M) thn  +Pm
Motlon Benefactive (¥B) thn  +Pmb
Complementary (C) o +Pc
Complementary Benefactive (CB) o +Pch

Benefactive Clause Types are dlstingulshed from the corresponding
non-benefactive Clause Types by: (a) a modification of the Predicate,
as described In sections 1.22 and 2.3, and (b) agreement between the
Predicate and elther a Beneflclary Unit or else the Possessor 1n one
of the other units In the Clause as described In sectlion 2.3.

The evlidence for distingulshing Transitive, Intransitive, Motlon,
and Complementary Predicates has already been glven - a separate
syntactlc class of Verb occurs In each one, and these syntactlc
classes tend to be manlfested by Verbs of dlfferent morphologically-
defined stem-classes.

With each of these types of Predlcate other than Intransitlive a
contrastive ObjJect-11ke unit occurs: ObjJect, Destination, and Comple-

ment respectively. Each of these contrastive units 1s manifested by a
Noun Phrase.

INTRANSITIVE Clauses, of course, have no ObJect-11ke unit:

beémi ookén uyod (S: his mother) kaansuu (Pi: she-has-dled) (I) 'nis
mother 1s dead'

beémi odkén uyo (S: hls mother) tdmbdlanbui (Pi: she-got-better) (I
'his mother 1s better'

beémi imdn dyé (S: hils taro) damdnsud (Pi: 1t-has-matured) (I) 'nis
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taro has matured', 'hls taro 1s mature'

beémi iman uyo (S: hls taro) damaneb’ éesu (Pib: 1t-has-matured-for-
him) (IB) 'hils taro has matured'

In the TRANSITIVE Clause, the ObJect 1s manlfested by a General
Noun Phrase, which may contaln various sub-classes of Noun other than
Locatlon Nouns In 1ts Nucleus, and which may have as Person any one of
a wlde varlety of Pronoun serles. However, 1t 1s more common for
ObjJect to occur wlthout Person In the Phrase, especlally when 1t im-
medlately precedes the Predicate.

Tikinekdal iyo (S: Tiklinekal) am (0: house) dindnbe (Pt: he-1s-bulld-
1ng) () 'Tikinekal 1s bullding a house'

kabmi (0: you) kakanbe (Pt: he-1s-1nsul ting-you) (T) ‘'he 1s 1In-
sulting you'

ooken soolé adlab soo (0: hls mother and father) fmkdnalale (Pt: he-
left-them-and) (T) 'he left his father and mother....'

kookot imi sang (0: your uncle's saying) bdkdnbe (Pt: he-1s-telllng)
(T ‘'he's telling what your uncle sald

am (0: house) dine’neemantémib (Ptb: they-wlll-bulld-for-me) (TB)
'they*1ll bulld me a house'

tanum beéyd (0: that man) Tifdlam kal (L: at Tifalmlin) ang kodlib (Pt:
they-killed-him) (T) ‘'they killed that man at Tifalmin'

There 1s a group of 1dlomatic Object-Predicate collocations 1In
which Just one possible Noun occurs with a particular Verb, and the
Noun 1s characterlistically possessed. Many of these collocatlions are
In the semantlc area of the emotlons. The Possessor within the ObJect
1s equlvalent to the English Object,and the possessed Noun + Predlcate
1s equlvalent to the Engllish Pr‘edicate:28

kabmi dket (0: thought about you) fuikunbii (Pt: I-am-thinking) (7
'T am thinkling about you'

nimi ilak (0: regard for me) dikamiba (Pt: he-has) (T) 'he loves
me!

kibmi kdlan (0: for you) amdnbe (Pt: he-1s-crylng) (I 'he 1s crying
for you'

beemi atul (0: paln about him) finamibi (Pt: I-fear) () 'I am
afrald of him'

boomi wéeng (0: her word) umob’ éeli (Ptb: I-contracted-1t-with-her)
(TB) 'I greeted her'

In the MOTION Clause, Destination 1s manifested by elther a Desti-
natlon Phrase or a Directlon Phrase. The Destlnation Phrase 1s a
varlant of the General Noun Phrase contalning a Locatlon Noun as Head
of the Nucleus, few Laterals other than Post-Dlrectlon, Pre-Direction,
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and occaslonally Person.29 Person, 1f present, 1s manifested by a
third person -ta or -o serles Pronoun. It always occurs 1f the
Destinatlon Unit 1s followed by Manner Unit. The Direction Phrase
also contalns a Location Noun In the Nucleus, may contaln Pre-
Direction and Post-Directlon, and 1s obligatorily terminated by one of
a very small class of Directlon Indicators. These two Phrase Types
are confined to the Destination Unit and so are dlagnostlic.

seéb (Dn: forest) tuni (Pm: I-go) () 'I'm going to the forest

Tifdlam (Dn: Tifalmin) dadkinib (Pm: they-left) (M) 'they left
Tifalmin'

mamet (Dn: up-here) tdlaal (Pm: you-come) () 'come up here'

Tifdlam kweék téle (Dn: via Tifalmin across there) tilib (Pt: they-
came) (M) 'they came via Tifalmin'

Tifdlam ilota (On: from Tifalmin) tilib (Pm: they-came) (M) 'they
came from Tifalmin'

A Descriptive Phrase 1s the usual manifestation of the Complement
in a COMPLEMENTARY Clause, but occaslonally a General Noun Phrase
occurs there.

tdmbdliim (Co: good) 4lbi (Pc: I-am) () 'I am well'
tdmbdliim (Co: good) keélu (Pc: she-became) (C) ‘'she got better!
kin (Co: strong) tébesu (Pc: 1t-has-become) (C) '1t 1s strong'

miit 4lob mak (Co: jJust two kinds) dalbib (Pc: they-are) (©) 'there
are Just two kinds'

seéb kdl (L: 1in the forest) 4lbib (Pc: they-are) (C) 'they are in
the forest'

bodyd (S: she) seéb kdl (L: in the forest) tdmbdliim (Co: good) d4lbu
(Pc: she-was) (C) 'she was all right in the forest'

bodyé (S: 1t) nulumi ook alikaab (Co: our responsibility entirely)
keébi (Pc: 1t-has-become) (C) 'it 1s our responsibility entirely'

kamibe akdnbili dmeba ulutdb (Co: he cried because I scolded him 1like-
1t) keéebe (Pc: he-1s-doing) (C) 'he 1s crying as though I had
scolded him'

The EQUATIONAL Clause 1s different in several respects from all
other Clause Types. It has fewer optlonal units, only Subject, Time,
and Manner occurring. Its Predicate 1s a General Noun Phrase, a
Descriptive Phrase, a sod Phrase or a binim Phrase. These latter two
types of Noun Phrase are dlagnostic of the Equational Predicate. The
Complementary Clause«1ls the most simllar type to the Equatlional, but
differs In contalning a verbal Predicate, which may be benefactive,
and In the possible occurrence of a Location Unit. However, the Noun
Phrase Types most commonly occurring as Pe and as Co are similar,
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though not 1dentical. Nelther sod nor binim Phrases occur as Comple-
ment. Qualifiers of the A1 (colour) and A2 (slze) types tend to
manifest a Descriptive Phrase as Pe, while those of the A3 (quality)
and3é4 (quantiflier) types tend to manifest a Descriptive Phrase as
Co.

beéyd (Se: he) timitim (Pe: tall) () 'he 1s tall!'

beéyd (Se: he) Alﬁmeydk (Pe: Alumeyok) (£) 'that's Alumeyok'

beéyd (Se: he) nimi datuim (Pe: my father) (F) 'that's/he's my
father'

Aldmeydk iyé (Se: Alumeyok) nimi datuim itd (Pe: my father) (E)
'Alumeyok 1s my father!'

bodyd (Se: 1t) nimi (Pe: my) (E) '1t's/that's mine!

beéyd (Se: he) koong 4lob soé (Pe: has two plgs) (E) 'he has two
pigs'

beéyd (Se: he) koong binim (Pe: no pigs) (E) 'he has no plgs

koong uyo (Se: plg) binim (Pe: none) (E) 'there are no plgs'

beéyd (Se: he) kdbkd bd (Pe: not you) () '1t wasn't you'

ise man bodyo (Se: this child) naldtdb (Pe: 1llke-me) () r'this
child 1s 1ike me'

All Sub-Types of the QUOTATIVE Clause contrast with other Clause
Types In two features: (a) the obligatory Quote Unit, which is not a
Noun Phrase, but a sentence terminating in a Quotative Marker Instead
of a Sentence Terminal, and (b) the single Quotative Predicate Verb
akan’ kalin. The five Sub-Types of the Quotative Clause contrast with
each other In thelr Internal structure. This 1s partly shown iIn
Table A, and 1s dlscussed in detall elsewhere.

The Referent Unit, which occurs only In the Naming Quotative
Clause, 1s manlfested by a General Noun Phrase and looks llke an
Object. However, 1t does not agree with the prefix of the Verb as do
other ObJects. It 1s therefore a different unit, and an additional
contrastive feature of 1ts Clause.

4. DISTRIBUTION OF CLAUSES IN THE SENTENCE

The Sentence In Telefol may be brlef, but 1s frequently of great
length. Its onset may be marked by certaln stereotyped formulae:

(a) a time expression such as kamad ki... 'Now...',
(b) an Equational Subject, like kodyé ki... 'Thls 1s (about)...',

(c) a repetition, in Dependent form, of the final Predicate of the
preceding Sentence.
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In addition to one of these, 1t may be marked by certaln Connectlves,
particularly kale 'so', 'and' and minte 'and', and 1t 1s always marked
by the beginning of a new Intonation contour.

Its concluslon 1s marked by a falling Intonatlion superimposed upon
the tonemes of the flnal words, regardless of the type of the final
Clause, and may also be marked by:

(a) an Independent Predicate in other than Punctillar neutral
tense,

(b) a Sentence Terminal, such as

koo 'statement indicator' (sentence)

kwa 'statement indicator' (discourse)

kuba 'emphatic statement indicator'

dka 'interrogative indicator'

alkuu 'famlliar Interrogative indicator'

a 'Interrogative indicator' (after interrogative word)
a "imperative Indicator!'

uu ' familliarity indicator' (statement and imperative)
bel é ki)

belé a ) 'l1nterrogative indicator! (= 'or not?')

00 'polite imperative indicator'>?

It has already been demonstrated that a Clause or sequence of
Clauses may occur as Nucleus of a Noun Phrase. Such Clauses have been
termed INCLUDED CLAUSES.S®

A Clause or Clause sequence may also occur followed by o6 or kalad
as the Quote Unit in a Quotatlve Clause.18

Clauses occurring In sequence In a Sentence have been termed
SEQUENTIAL CLAUSES. Sequentlal Clauses occur 1n the chronologlical
order of the events they describe, except for certaln co-ordinated
Clause sequences where no semantic element of time 1s present. Any
number of Sequential Clauses may occur In a string. Non-flnal in the
string both Independent and Dependent Clauses occur, the majority
belng Dependent. Homopersonal Dependent Clauses are those whose
Predicate 1s unmarked (1.e. an uninflected stem) or 1s marked by the
suffix -nVl for same sub)ect In the following Clause; Heteropersonal
Dependent Clauses are those whose Predicate 1s marked by the sufflx
-sVl, -bVl, or -kVl1 for different subject In the following Clause.
Most non-final Independent Clauses have thelr Predlcate 1n the Punc-
tillar neutral tense. The flnal Clause of the string 1s almost always
Independent. The one exceptlon 1s the use of a Homopersonal Dependent
Predicate sufflixed by -abta or -ibta as an Imperative, a semantlically
similar alternative to the more commonly used Potentlal Tense forms
-al and -in. The former 1s used when an extra-lingulstic connection
wlth another unstated event 1s Implied. The flnal Clause may contaln
Predicate Modlflers such as: tab 'perhaps', b4 'negative', noo 'also',
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umak 'any', within the Predicate Phrase. The first two of these affect
semantically all the preceding Dependent Clauses as far back as the
last Independent Clause of the string. The semantic force of Sentence
Terminals also affects preceding Dependent Clauses back to the last
Independent Clause.



NOTES

1. Phyllls M. Healey, "Telefol Noun Phrases", Lingutistic Circle of
Canberra Publications, Series B — Monographs, No.4, Canberra, 1965
(henceforth referred to as T.N.P.); "Telefol Verb Phrases", Papers in
New Guinea Linguistics No.3, Linguistic Circle of Canberra Publica-
tions, Series A - Occasional Papers, No.5, pp.27-53. The Telefol
language 1s spoken by about 4000 people In the vicinity of Telefomin,
Seplk District, Territory of New Gulinea. This paper 1s based on the
results of fleld work carrled out under the ausplces of the Summer
Institute of Lingulistics and the Australlan Natlonal Unlversity
between 1959 and 1965. Thanks are due to Karl J. Franklin, Rosemary
Young, and Alan Healey for their helpful comments on an earlier draft
of thils paper.

2. The common and contrastive features of these Sub-Types of Quota-
tive Clauses are described In detall In Phyllis M. Healey, "Teleéfodl
Quotative Clauses", Papers in New Guinea Linguistics No.1, Linguistic
Circle of Canberra Publications, Series A - Occasional Papers, No.3,
Canberra, 1964, pp.27-34 (henceforth referred to as P.M.H. 1964).
Since the publicatlion of this article the orthography has been modi-
fled as a result of machine measurement of vowels, and the language
name for biblliographical purposes has been re-spelt Telefol.

3. Referent 1s called Object In P.M.H. 1964.

4. For each of these Clause Types except the Equational, there are
three possible modifications, discussed In section 1.2

5. Although In thls table these two Clause Types appear to differ in
one respect only from thelr non-benefactive counterparts, there 1s in
fact an additional feature of agreement that distingulshes them
further. See section 2.3.

6. Although In this table some of the Quotative Clauses also appear
to differ iIn one respect only, more than one significant structural
difference 1s encompassed within the one Clause-level unit, the
Quote (Q). See P.M.H. 1964.

7. Co-ordination 1s discussed iIn sectlon 1.23 and Laterals in section
251 0t T.N. P.

8. The Customary Continuative form of the Verb, terminating in the
suffix -in, has been used for cltation, to represent the particular
Verb in all 1ts forms. It 1Is the nearest equivalent of an English
infinitive, and 1t 1s easlly ellicited.
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9. Tense and aspect are discussed in section 2.4.

10. For the evldence for thls Juncture see Alan Healey, "Telefol
Phonology", Linguistic Circle of Canberra Publications, Series 8 -
Monographs, No.3, Canberra, 1964, pp.37-38.

11. This punctillar form, which contalns conflicting aspect sufflxes,
occurs with only one-third of the tense suffixes.

12. The functlon of the assoclated Clause of a Quotatlive Clause and
of the preflx of akan’ kalin are described In P.M.H. 1964, section 3.

13. The V In these sufflxes represents a vowel which 1s ldentlical to
the first vowel of the followlng sub)ect suffix.

14. Table B 1s a repetition of Table C of section 3.3 of T.N.P.

15. For the contrasts between Phrase Types see Table B 1n section
3.26 and Table A In section 2.16 of T.N.P.

16. For examples of Clauses contalning the various clause-level
units, see section 3.

17. The Instrument Phrase 1s described In T.N.P. section 3.15, where
alternative analyslis (a) was still employed.

18. For a detalled discussion of types of Quote see P.M.H. 1964.

19. See section 2.1 of Alan Healey, "Linguistic Aspects of Telefomin
Kinship Terminology", Anthropological Linguistics, Vol.4, No.7, 1962,
pp. 14-28. Noun sub-classes are described in T.N.P. section 1.1.

20. For a description of Quantiflers see T.N.P. section 1.22(d).
21. Number 1s described In T.N.P. section 2.13.
22. Post-Demonstratives are described in T.N.P. section 2.15.

23. Pronouns are described In T.N.P. section 2.16. The extra third
person Pronoun stems keé- and koo- indicate position 'here', beé- and
boo- position 'there'.

24. All the examples of Clauses In thls paper are glven as part-
sentences only. The Sentence Terminal 1s not shown, nor 1s the
equlvalent English punctuation.

25. The Possessor 1s more fully described in T.N.P. section 1.21.

26. The detalls of Telefol Verb morphology are to be described in
Alan Healey, "Telefol Morphology".

27. The internal composition of the Noun Phrase as Time 1s described
in T.N.P. sections 1.21(e) and 3.13.
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28. Possessed ObjJects are described In more detall In T.N.P. sectlon
1.21(1).

29. These varlous Laterals are described In T.N.P. section 2.1.
30. The Qualifiers are described In T.N.P. section 1.22.

31. This statement represents a revision of the analysis given in
P.M.H. 1964, section 1.

32. Thls may be a contractlion of the Direct Imperatlve Quotatlve
which terminates in ... o6 aketa

33. Included Clauses are described and 1llustrated in T.N.P. sec-
tion 1.26.

15ed 2015 CC BY-SA 4.0, with permission of PL. A sealang.net/CRCL initiative.



TELEFOL VYERB PHRASES

PHYLLIS M. HEALEY

ABBREVIATIONS

< >: Polinted brackets signify that the bracketed
I1tem Is cited to represent all the members of

1ts class
Co: Clause Complement Unit
(D5 Noun Phrase Pre-Direction Unit
D2: Noun Phrase Post-Direction Unit
Mp: Phrase Modlfier
0: Clause Object Unit
Pc: Clause Complementary Predicate Unit
Pi: Clause Intransitive Predicate Unit
Pm: Clause Motlon Predicate Unit
Pq: Clause Quotative Predicate Unit
Pr: Noun Phrase Person Unit
Pt: Clause Translitive Predicate Unit

Ptb: Clause Transitive Benefactive Predicate Unit
S5 Clause Subject Unit
oS Clause Time Unit

0. INTRODUCTION

In Telefol, a Verb Phrase consists of an obligatory Nucleus
followed by optional Laterals.1 The Nucleus may contaln elther:

(a) a Simple Verb,

(b) an inseparable Adjunct + Auxiliary Verb,

(c) a usually separable Adjunct + keemin 'be', 'do’',
(d) a verbal Periphrase,

or 1t may contaln a nested comblination of two or more of these.

A SIMPLE VERB consists of one simple or derived stem and its
afflxes. There are at least three types of COMPLEX VERB, which may
nest wlth one another. An Inseparable ADJUNCT + AUXILIARY VERB con-

i)
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slsts of one of a small set of Simple Verbs 1mmedlately preceded by a
non-inflected stem or palr of stems as Adjunct. A usually separable
ADJUNCT + KEEMIN consists of an expandable unit resembling a Noun
Phrase followed by the versatile Verb keemin 'do', 'be'. A verbal
PERIPHRASE consists of a non-finite Verb followed by one of a small
set of finite Simple Verbs. The finlite Verb terminating each of these
Complex Verb types loses the meaning 1t has when 1t occurs as a Simple
Verb.

Though they have some superficlial similaritles, the three types of
Complex Verb contrast. (a) A different, though partly overlapping,
group of Verbs occurs as the second part of each. (b) The first part
of a Periphrase 1s any Verb, In certaln affixed forms; the first part
before keemin 1s expandable and may be a member of a wlde varlety of
word-classes; the 1inseparable AdJunct 1s uninflected, unexpandable,
and belongs to a restricted word-class. (c) The second part of an
AdJunct + Auxlllary 1s marked for benefactive and may exhibit tonal
sandhl; the second part of Adjunct + keemin 1s marked for benefactive
unless the first part is a Verb, and only the few Inseparable cases
exhiblit tonal sandhl; but the first part of a Periphrase 1s usually
marked for benefactive and the second part does not show tonal sandhl.
Just a few Periphrases may have elther part marked for benefactive.

1. SIMPLE VERB

Th% STEM of the Simple Verb has the followlng morphodoglcal
shape:

(a) NON-BENEFACTIVE STEM:

object
t person + root t
prefix

derlvational , aspect
suffix suffix

(b) BENEFACTIVE STEMN:

object Feriv benef. / benef. s
t person + root t ‘ + aspect + person + D
suffix suffix
preflix suffix marker

Many Verbs have more than one root. In particular, 1t 1s common
for the root assoclated with punctlillar aspect to be different from
that assoclated with contlnuative aspect. E.g. bdko-1- (talk/
punctiliar - punctillar), boko-b-'née-1- (talk/punctilliar-benefactive/
punctiliar-me-punctiliar), bdka-m- (talk/continuative-contlnuative),
bdkaa-0-’nee-m- (talk/contlnuatlve-benefactive/continuative-me-con-
tinuative).

About 20% of all Verbs are marked for object by prefixation. There
are several sets of preflxes Indicating varying numbers of person-



number distinctions. The commonesq Is the 5-way distinctlon as
exemplified by: i

ni-fili-n- 'sorry for me'

kd-fili-n- 'sorry for you-sing.'
ki-fili-n- 'sorry for her'

di-fili-n- ‘'sorry for him'

i-fili-n- 'sorry for us/you-pl./them'

Verb stems are derived from Adjectives and Nouns by the suffix -anm:

duum ' faded' duum- an- ' fade'

dam 'body’ dam- an- 'ripen'
katib 'small’ katib-an- 'diminish’
binim ‘'none' binim-an- 'be finished'

Al though the above obJect person preflix and derivational sufflx are
both shown 1n the composite formula, they are mutually exclusive in
occurrence, the former occurring only with certaln Transitive Verbs
(Pt), the latter only with certaln Intransitive Verbs (Pi).

Punctliliar aspect 1s marked by the suffix -1, which Is lost next to
a consonant. Contlnuative aspect 1s marked by one of the sufflixes -n,
-m, -n’ kal.

There are several sets of suffixes which occur with the above
iz
stems:
(a) FINITE INDEPENDENT VERB:

tense _ negatlve _ subject

+ stem +
suffix suffix suffix

bokol-antem-41-4 (Pt: talk-will-not-he) 'he will not talk'
bdkdn-mans-4 (Pt: talklng-yesterday-he) 'he was talking yesterday'

(b) NON-FINITE INDEPENDENT VERB:

e & mood
suffix

bdkam-in (Pt: talking-customary) 'talk'
bokol -intém (Pt: talk-not) 'did/do/will not talk'

(c) POTENTIAL INDEPENDENT VERB:

potentlial
+ stem + subject
suffix

bdkol-4k (Pt: talk-potentlal/he) 'he must/will/wants to talk'
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(d) DEPENDENT VERB:

subject
. " Interval - reiiew - subject
Sten suffix 3 suffix
sufflx

boko-’ sal-4 (Pt: talk-different/subject-he) 'after he spoke <they>

baka-’ boom-’ bal-4 (Pt: talking-some/time-different/subject-he) 'after
he had been talking for some time <they>'

bdko-sit-’nal-a (Pt: talk-soon/after-same/subject-he) 'soon after he
spoke (he)'

bdk4n-bii-'nal-a (Pt: talking-keep/on-same/subject-he) 'while he was
still speaking (he)'

In a number of the above forms there 1s phonologlical Juncture,
marked by (). If they were not so close-knit and so common, these
forms might be Interpreted as Periphrases contalning a form of the
Verb nin 'be' as the second part.

2. ADJUNCT + AUXILIARY VERB

2.1 AUXILIARY VERBS

There 1s a small group of Verbs which commonly occur with verbal
AdjJuncts. These Verbs may have virtually no semantic slgniflicance
when they occur with an AdJunct, though they normally have distinctive
meanings when they occur alone In a Verb Phrase. Thelr function 1s as
carrler of aspect, tense, subjJect person-number, and other sufflxes.
Most AdJuncts occur with only one of these Auxllliary Verbs. When
these Verbs occur alone as Simple Verbs, they belong to various syn-
tactlc classes (Transitive, Intransitive, Motion, Complementary,
Quotative). The Complex Verbs in which they occur as Auxlliary may be
Transitive, Intransitive, or Motlion, depending on the Adjunct, not on
the syntactlic class of the Auxllliary. A Complex Verb involving an
Inseparable Adjunct 1s made benefactive by modiflication of the
Auxillary Verb.

The following 1s a 11ist of the commonly occurring Auxllliary Verbs,
together with thelr 1solation meaning, 1f any, and some of the
AdJuncts which co-occur with them. The syntactic class of each col-
location 1s Indicated with the meaning. There are a number of other
Auxllliary Verbs which have been observed with one or two Adjuncts
only.

akan’ kalin (Pg) 'say', 'see that', 'want to'?
béélo akan’ kalin (Pi) 'ring the bell'
bilili akan’ kalin (Pi) 'relax', 'be satlisfled'
biing akan’kalin (Pt) 'tighten', 'be taut'



ditang akan’ kalin (P1)
fuu akan’ kalin (Pt)
mitik akan’ kalin (P1)
niil (kub) akan’ kalin (P1)
tangaang akan’ kalin  (Pi)

ddkamin (does not occur as a

bam dakamin (P1)
difii dakamin (Pt)
diing ddkamin (Pt)
dubkém dakamin (Pt)
dumakatém dakamin (Pt)
fiit ddkamin (Pt)
ilék ddkamin (Pt)
kibdket dakamin (Rt3)
sing dédkamin (Pt)
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'be self-disciplined'

'blow (dust, alr-borne ashes,
away

' (weather) becomes dark'

'be stiff!

'ring a bell'

insect)

Simple Verb)5

'recover'

'attract his attentlion'
'wash clothes'

'reveal him, betray him,
'step, Jump over him'
'vibrate, be nolsy', 'make it vibrate'
'push into', 'encroach upon'
'remember', 'keep In mind'

'splll something'

clear around 1t'

kdibkamin (does not occur as a Simple Verb)

dee kubkamin (Pt)
doko kubkamin (Pt)
ilo kibkamin (Pt)
moomin (Pt) 'stand up'
du mdomin (Pt)
takka mdomin (Pt)
tiin moomin (Pt)
saanin (Pt) 'buy'
bubat saanin (Pi)
deek saanin
kweek saanin} (Pt)
dil sdanin (Pt)
dodk sdanin
seék séaning (Pm)
fii saanin (P1)
koong saanin (P1)
nakdat sadanin (Pt)
niil sdanin (Pi)
taladt saanin (P1)
tiik saanin (Pt)
tukakiit sdanin (Pt)
unang kalin (Pt) 'eat'
mumul ik undng’ kalin  (Pt)
windl undng’ kdlin (Pi)
yukuidt unang' kalin (Pt)

‘tie up', 'gaol'
'dislocate, break (joint)'
'divide In two'

'carry him on shoulders'
' seduce’
'look after'

'disappear!'

'"bump (head)', 'stub (toe)', 'shut (door)'

‘have reserved', 'have set aslde'

'bounce back', 'reflect off!'

'go right to sleep'
'be startled!'

'lock, shut firmly',
'be paralyzed'
'become emaclated'
'have reserved', 'have set aside'
'shoot (arrow)'

'be firm, locked'

'swallow'
'moan in 1light sleep when sick'
'steal'
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2.2 ADJUNCTS

The Adjunct 1s uninflected, and 1s Inseparable from 1ts Auxlillary.
It resembles a Verb stem manifesting a precedlng Predlicate, a single
Noun manifesting the Object or Complement Unit, or an Adverb occurring
as ranner Unit.6 Each of these possible alternatives may be distin-
gulshed by testing. If the form 1s a Verb stem, elliciting will
produce Inflected forms of the Verb:

tdl dneld 'he came and ate'
tdlndlata unela 'he came and ate'

If the form 1s a Noun, ellciting wlll produce Noun Phrase expanslions
and Laterals, particularly the occurrence of a Pronoun as Person (e.g.
diyo, iutd4, bodyd, or bodtd) between the Noun and the Verb:

imdn dnela 'he ate taro'
iman dyd idnela 'he ate taro'

If the form 1s an Adverb, and so a member of a class of uninflected
stems, 1t may be distingulished from an Adjunct by the mobllity of the
Manner Unit In which 1t occurs. Although Manner usually Immedlately
precedes the Predlicate, 1t may also occur preceding any one of the
other clause-level units later than Accompaniment:

4sdk uneld 'he ate agaln'
dAsok iman uneld 'he ate taro agaln'

Many of the forms occurring as Adjunct never occur In any other
position, and these may therefore be sald to constitute an Adjunct
class. A very few others, however, come from other classes. For
example, the Noun tiin 'eye' occurs as Adjunct with the Verb moomin
'stand'. But 1ts status as an AdJunct rather than an ObJect 1s
1dentifled by the non-occurrence of a followlng Pronoun as Person or
Adverb as Manner Unit, and 1s confirmed In this case by the potentlal
co-occurrence of another Noun Phrase as ObJect of the Transitlive
Complex Verb tiin moomin 'look after', 'care for'.

2.3 ADJUNCTS MARKED FOR OBJECT

Many of the Verbs preflixed for Object are of the Adjunct + Auxlil-
lary shape, the AdJunct Unit being of the AdJunct class, and belng the
carrler of the objJect preflix:

ndf4l ddkamin (Pt) 'leave me behind'

kdafdl ddkamin (Pt) 'leave you-sing. behind'

kuifdl ddkamin (Pt) 'leave her behind!

dufdl ddkamin (Pt) 'leave him behind'

if4l ddkamin (Pt) 'leave us/you-pl./them behind'

Each of the following Complex Verbs 1s cited In the 'him' form, and
has equlvalent forms for the other obJect persons as above. For each
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object person there are several prefixlal allomorphs.7

difii ddkamin (Pt) 'attract hls attention'

dibkém dakamin (Pt) 'reveal him', 'betray him', 'clear
around 1t!'

dimdkatém dakamin (Pt) 'step, Jump over him'

déé fuumin (Pt) 'burn him'

du mdomin (Pt) 'carry him on shoulders'

dub diimin (Pt) 'hang him'

dib kikumin (Pt) 'test him out'

dibtal mikimin (Pt) 'hug, embrace him'

an tokonin (Pt) 'angry with him', 'scold him'8

2.4 PUNCTILIAR STEM + TEBEMIN

A very limited list of punctiliar Verb stems occur before tébemin
(Pc) 'become', 'appear'. All forms of tébemin may occur, but the
punctilliar forms are more commonly used. The two parts of the
resultant Complex Verb are Inseparable. The meanings of these Complex
Verbs are not predictable from thelr parts, that 1s, they are Phrase
1dioms. Slnce they differ from other Complex Verbs Involving a Verb
as first part, In thelr Inseparabllity and thelr i1diomatlic meanings,
they have been tentatively Included iIn the Adjunct + Auxlillary section
of thls paper.

All of these Verbs are Intransitive, and thelr typlcal subjects are
the typlcal objects of the corresponding Simple Verbs. They 1involve
elther no agent or an unstated agent, and are therefore equivalent to
an Fnglish agentless passive.

Most of these Phrase 1dloms also occur with the punctillar stem
reduplicated. In the reduplicated forms, the flnal vowel of the stem
1s absent, and the tonemes of the second part of the reduplication are
reversed. In respect of thls tonal sandhl they contrast fofmally with
the Perlphrase described In sectlion 4.42. Also, most of them involve
Verbs of a particular morphologlical class, while the Perlphrase may
Involve any Verb.

bakéldmin (Pt) 'split bakéld tébemin ) (P1) '(a fallen tree)
(wood) ' bakél bdkel tébemin) 1s smashed'
oikimin (Pt) 'plerce' DbLiki tébemin (P1) 'be split down
the middle'
bikinamin (P1) 'sprout, bikin tébemin (P1) 'be burst open'
explode'
daldtdmin (Pt) 'dis- daldtd tébemin y (Pi) '(cloth) full of
mantle' dald(t) ddlat tébemin) holes, falling to
pleces'
dekéldmin (Pt) 'loosen,  dekéld tébemin ) (P1) 'be separated'

remove' dekél dékel tébemin)
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dudldmin  (Pt) 'butcher' dudld tébemin ) (Pi) 'be lacerated'
duil diul tébemin
fakéldmin (Pt) 'break' fakéld tébemin ) (Pi) 'be broken,
fakel fdkel tébemin rusted’
feéldmin  (Pt) 'squirt feéld tébemin ) (Pi) ' (pus) oozes
1t out! feél féel tébemin) out'
fubkéldmin (Pi) 'turn’ fubkéld tébemin (P1) 'be loaded down'
(tree with frult,
man with heavy bag)
ibdldmin  (Pt) 'strip ibdld tébemin (Pi) '(a fallen tree)
leaves off! Is smashed'
kabtikamin (Pt) 'break, kabtukd tébemin ) (Pi) 'be broken,
smash' kabtik kabtuk tébemin) smashed'
kaléldmin (Pt) 'crush' kaléld tébemin ; (P1) 'be broken Into
kalél kdlel tébemin small pleces
keenamin (P1) 'shine, keen tébemin (P1) 'be burnt'
burn' (fire,
lamp)
keéngdamin (Pt) 'pull’ keéngd tébemin (P1) 'be taken back',
'be abducted'
kodldmin  (Pt) 'crunch, kodld tébemin ) (P1) '(a fallen tree)
smash'’ kodl kdol tébemin 1s smashed'
teétdmin  (Pt) 'break teétd tébemin ) (Pi) '‘be splintered’
into teét téet tébemin)
splinters'

3. ADJUNCT + KEEMIN

A wlde varlety of different forms occur as Adjunct before the Verb

keemin 'do',

Ibel

to form Complex Verbs.

These forms resemble the

type of AdJunct described In sectlion 2 in determining the syntactlc
class of the Complex Verb, and In that where thlis Verb 1s Transitive
(Pt) they may co-occur with a Noun Phrase manifesting the Object Unit
(0), or where 1t 1s Motlon (Pm) they may co-occur with a Noun Phrase
manifesting the Destination Unit (Dn). Most of these AdjJuncts differ
from the Inseparable AdJuncts of section 2, however, 1n thelr expand-
abllity. It 1s characteristic of Adjuncts preceding keemin that many
of them are reduplicated forms Indicating repetition of actlion or
plurality of ob)Ject. Most are also separable In that they are oc-
casionally followed by certaln Laterals, notably Person (manifested by
the Pronoun uyd) and Phrase Modiflers (such as kub which In this
context means 'very', 'still', and udmak 'any'). However, the types of
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AdJunct described in sectlons 3.22 and 3.27 are inseparable.9 It s
usually keemin, the second part of these types of Complex Verb, which
1s modifled for benefactlve, as 1s the Auxlllary In section 2 above.
However, where the AdJunct before keemin 1s formed from a Verb, elther
part may be modifled for benefactive.

Most of the separable Adjuncts described in this sectlion, especlally
the reduplicated Verb forms of 3.3, may be followed by nin 'be' as an
alternative to keemin without change of meaning.

3.1 ADJUNCT (ADJUNCT CLASS) + KEEMIN

The Verb keemin may be preceded by a simple form not belonglng to
any other word class, or a reduplicated form the parts of which do not
occur elsewhere. Some of these have 1 changlng to another vowel in
the reduplication.

bat lLéemin (P1) ‘be disappolinted'

faan keemin (Pi) 'be unattended, abandoned'

iil keemin (P1) 'do to no avall', 'be unable to do as
intended'

kan keemin (Pt) 'get ready', 'tidy up'

kukum kéemin (Pi) 'behave Inexplicably'

maakdlo keemin (P1) 'be lost

misam keemin ) 4
stikuul keemin) (P2) 'be thankful'

bal bal keemin (Pi) 'be kind, frlendly'

bikek bikek keemin (Pt) 'part (grass, to look or go through)'
biteng biteng keemin)
biting biteng keemin)
fakal ik fdkalaak keemin (Pt) 'mlx, stir 1t', '(plg) messes up (ground)

(P1) '(legs) kick around' (e.g. dying pig)

fiing fdong keemin (P1) 'whistle'

kabi kabi keemin (P1) ‘'stagger', 'walk erratically'

kafi kafi keemin (P1) 'flap wings', 'flutter', 'hover

kali kali keemin (Pt) 'tickle'; (Pi) ¢sprinkle down'

kaling kalung keemin (Pi) 'make booming sound', 'clatter' (e.g.
tin)

makib makib keemin (Pt) 'suck (e.g. a sweet)'

muk muk keemin (Pi) 'shiver'

nililii nililii keemin (P1) 'growl'

seek seek keemin (Pi) 'hiss'

tangaang tangaang keemin (P:) 'ring', 'clang' (e.g. bell)

3.2 KEEMIN AS A MECHANISM FOR FORMING COMPLEX VERBS

The Verb keemin provlides a mechanlism whereby a Complex Verb may be
formed from a Noun Phrase Nucleus, from the classes manifesting such
Noun Phrase Laterals as Pre-Directlion (Di), Post-Direction (D2), and
Person (Pr), from an Adverb, from an Adjunct, from a loan word, and
from a Verb.
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3.21 FROM A NOUN PHRASE NUCLEUS
There are a few special collocations of NOUN PHRASE NUCLEI + keemin:

binim 'none' binim keemin (P1) 'be finished'

kaal fodng 'light welght' kaal fodng kéemin (Pi) 'be easy' (e.e.
a short task)

man 'child' mén kéemin (Pt) 'bear a litter
mo6k bddn modk bddn kéemin

ddbdn badn {'spitting place' dabdn badn kéemin { (Pt) 'desplse
usadan bddn usadn bddn kéemin

However, any NOUN may precede keemin, the combination having the mean-
Ing 'act as a ---'. This Involves both the sense of deputizing for
another and the sense of pretending to be another as in a game or a
play. The Noun as AdjJunct 1s not followed by a Phrase Modifler.

4abén kéeman (my-mother I-wlll-be-dolng) 'I'll be Mother'
kamékim kéeman (headman I-wlll-be-doing) 'I'll act as headman'

Quite rarely a Noun 1s reduplicated before keemin:

atuik ‘part', 'half' atuk 4atuk keemin (Pi) 'be half-hearted'

tib ' top' tib tib keemin (Pt) 'plle one on another'

biningok 'star', bining bining keemin (Pi) 'glow'; (Pt) 'swing
'flrefly' (-ok (firestick to keep 1t
1s a regular glowing)'

Noun suffix)

Also rarely an ADJECTIVE 1s reduplicated before keemin. Adjectives
normally occur as Qualiflers followlng the Noun within a Noun Phrase
Nucleus.

asit 'raw', 'green' asit asit keemin (Pi) 'be not properly cooked
katib 'small' katib kdtib keemin (Pi) 'be hal f-hearted'

3.22 FROM A PRE-DEMONSTRATIVE OR POST-DEMONSTRATIVE

(a) A restricted Anuclear sod Phrase, consisting of a PRE-DEMON-
STRATIVE plus the Accompaniment Indicator sod 'with', occurs with
keemin meaning 'move ... a little'.11 The Pre-Demonstratlive normally
occurs as the Pre-Direction Unit (D1) within a Noun Phrase. These
Complex Verbs are all Intransitlive,and thelr AdJuncts are Inseparable.
The latter restriction 1s unusual wlth Adjuncts occurring with keemin.

yang (D1) 'along' ydng soé kéemin (Pi) 'move along a little'
iit (D1) 'up' iit soo keemin (Pi) 'move up a little'
dadk (D1) 'down' dadk sod kéemin (Pi) 'move down a little'

(b) A PRE-DEMONSTRATIVE, or a POST-DEMONSTRATIVE, which normally
occurs as the Post-Direction Unit (D2) in the Noun Phrase, may be re-
duplicated and followed by keemin to form a Complex Verb.lz Unlike
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the sod Phrase Adjuncts above, these reduplicated Adjuncts are
separable as 1s usual before keemin. Reduplicated yak (Di1) 'across'
reduces to yakak, and reduplicated yang (D1) 'along' reduces to
yangang, but the other forms remaln two phonologlcal words and are
written as such. Thls serlies has the general meaning 'go repeatedly
In a particular direction'. All of them are Motlion Verbs, and may co-
occur with a Destination Unit (Dn) in the Clause.

yang (D1) 'along' yangang keemin (Pm) 'go repeatedly
along'

iit (D1) 'up' iit iit keemin (Pn) 'go repeatedly up'

dadk (D1) 'down' dadk dadk keemin (Pm) 'go repeatedly
down'

meéng (D1) 'along here' meéng meéng keemin (Pm) 'come repeatedly
along here'

keéng (D2) 'along here' keéng keéng keemin (Pm) 'go repeatedly
along here'

kweéng (D2) 'along there' kweéng kweéng keemin (Pm) 'go repeatedly
along there'

As well as keéng keéng keemin as 11lsted above, there 1s a speclal
tonally contrastive form keéng kéeng keemin meaning 'go somewhere or
other nearby', 'wherever <he> 1s golng'. Also, yakak lkeemin, wlthout
tonal change, has a second and more frequent meaning 'go to varlous
places'.

3.23 FROM A PRONOUN

Those PRONOUNS of the -ta serles which are non-directional may be
reduplicated with the meaning 'excel', ‘win'.13 The Complex Verbs
which they form together with keemin are Intransitlive. The re-
duplicated Pronoun as separable Adjunct agrees wlith the subjJect-person
sufflx of keemin and with the Person, 1f any, In the Subject Unlt.
This Person 1s usually manlfested by an emphatic Pronoun, such as one
of the -kal or -sinon serles.

nitda I nita nitd keéli (Pv) 'I won'
kabta 'you sing.'  kabta kabta keéldb (Pi) 'you won'
ita 'he' itda ita keélad (P1) 'he won'
itd  'she’ uta dtd keélu (P1v) 'she won'

3.24 FROM AN ADVERB

Some of the ADVERBS, which normally manifest the Manner Unit, occur
In reduplicated form as separable AdJuncts before keemin.6 The
resultant Complex Verbs are all Intransitive.

akdl 'slowly, gently' akol dkol keemin (Pi) 'do carefully,
slowly'
aaltamsd 'agaln' aal tamsd aal tamsé keemin (Pi) 'do repeatedly’
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eekub 'quickly' eekub eekub keemin (P1) 'do qulckly'
fiyaab 'slowly' fiyaab fiyaab keemin (P1) 'do slowly'
oongifét 'qulickly' oongifét oongifét keemin (Pi) 'do quickly'
oongsdkam 'quickly' oongsakdm oongsdkdm

keemin (P1) 'do quickly'
sutinkib  'always' suinkib sutnkub keemin (Pi) 'keep on always
doing'
yukisdkam 'quickly' yukusdkam yukusdkam
keemin (P1) 'do qulckly'
yulait 'quickly' yukut yukut keemin (P1) 'do quickly'
yuut 'quickly' yuut yudut keemin (P1) 'do quickly'

3.25 FROM AN ADJUNCT

An Inseparable Adjunct of the type described In section 2 may
occaslonally occur reduplicated and separable before keemin. It 1s
nelther reduplicated nor separable before 1ts usual Auxlllary Verb.
There 1s no apparent change of meanling.

min kiunin - min min keemin (Pt) 'smell', 'sniff'
fiit ddakamin - fiit fiit keemin (Pt) 'vibrate, be nolsy', 'make 1t
vibrate'

ilék ddkamin - ilék ilek keemin (Pt) 'encroach on'

3.26 FROM A LOAN WORD

The use of varlous word classes and various grammatlical forms 1n
Telefol as separable Adjuncts before keemin as a verballzing mechanism
has faclilitated the adoption of loan words as AdJuncts before keemin.l4
The forms borrowed, usually from Neo-Melaneslan or English, may be
elther Nouns or Verbs in the source language.

béékkim keemin (Pt) 'settle a debt'
bddlbol keemin (Pi) ' (water) bolils'
faasim keemin (Pt) 'not let <him> go'
sékel keemin (Pt) 'welgh', 'measure'’
siksik keemin (P:) 'be sick'

sukul keemin (Pi) 'attend school!

3.27 FROM A VERB

There 1s a 11lmited set of Inseparable Adjuncts occurring with
keemin which are derived from Verb stems by the additlion of the suf-
fix -kdn 'remove'. All these derived Verbs are Transitlive. Most of
the source Verbs belong to one morphological class. There are two
limited sets of speclal Homopersonal Dependent Verb forms that closely
parallel these Adjuncts. Both are used In multli-clause collocatlons,
one set having the overall meaning 'get', the other the overall mean-
ing 'bring'.15



PROBABLE SOURCE VERB ADJUNCT
biltomin 'push over balkdn 1
(rotten tree or balakan
stump) '
. dalkdn ;
dalakan
ddakamin 'pick (fruit), ddkkan
steal'
dikkomin 'remove (scaf- ddakakan
folding, stones,
branches in the
way) '
dikamin 'take (1t/him)' dubkan
dulidkamin 'take (them)' (dukdn)
E f41kdn l
fdlakdn
fdkamin 'pull off (branch fdkkdn
or part of roof)',
'harvest (taro)' fakakan
imdikamin 'take (them)' imkan

kdlamin 'plck (cucurbits)® (kdlakan)

kéandikamin 'take (you)' kamkdn
kukamin 'take (IT/her)' kubkan
kulikamin 'take (THEM)' (kukan)
mdlamin 'pull out' mdlkdn ;
mal akan
ndmdikamin 'take (me)' namkdn
sdlamin 'pinch' silkdn }
sdl akdn
tdkamin 'distribute’ tdkkdn i
tdkamin 'get (salt out of tdkakdn
ashes)'
= tdlkdn 1
t4l akdn

39

MEANING OF ADJUNCT + KEEMIN AND
TYPICAL OBJECTS

'push over (rotten tree or stump)',
'cut soft parts off (hard core
of rotten log)', 'take hard
crust off (dry ground)'

'peel (skin)', 'take off (clothes,
belt)', 'pick off (lice)', 'take
(eggs from nest, animal from
trap)'

'remove (scaffolding, stones, eggs
from nest, branches In the way,

leeches, beans, pumpkin, stolen
goods)', 'spend (year, month,
week) '

'remove, pass (it/him)’
'remove, pass (them)'

'drag out (weeds from pool, belly
fat from pig)'

'strip (branches from log)', 'take
out (part of wall, roof; taro,
many of any garden produce)'

'remove, pass (them)'
'pick (cucurbits, fungi)'
'remove, pass (you)'
'remove, pass (IT/her)'
'remove, pass (THEM)'

'pull out (stone, tooth)',
(banana from bunch)'

'pick

'remove, pass (me)'

'pull (a small sample off meat
before 1t 1s shared around)'

'distribute (pltpit leaves for
ground-oven, part of load to
carry)'; 'unstick, remove (stain,
clinging child)'

'take down (anything hanging up -
clothes, bag of taro, bundle of
taro sticks, smoked meat)'
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PROBABLE SOURCE VERB ADJUNCT MEANING OF ADJUNCT + KEEMIN AND
TYPICAL OBJECTS
dkamin 'cut (a plece) off' ukkan ; 'grab (arrows)', 'cut a plece off
dkasin 'pick up, grab ukakdn (cane, meat, fingernalls)'
(bows and arrows)'
dlamin 'take back', ulkdn % 'pull out (newly-planted taro
'select’ ulakan stick, stake, stick)'

3.3 REDUPLICATED VERB FORM + KEEMIN

Certaln forms of many Verbs may be reduplicated before keemin.
This reduplication usually signifles multiple action. Depending upon
the particular Verb and the context, thls may be elther repeated
actlon, or action upon a plural object.

disdld (Pt) 'she scraped ash off (a taro)'

disd dis4 keélu (Pt) 'she scraped ash off several (taros)'
fuldbdmin (Pt) 'thatch (roofing)'

fuiibd fuubd keemin (Pt) 'thatch (roofling) often'

Reduplicated benefactive forms often have thelr normal significance,
but for certaln Verbs the reduplicated finlite benefactive signifles
reclprocal action.16

bdko bdko keemniibd (Pt) 'he 1s always talking'

bokob’ ée bokob' ée keemnuibd (Ptb) 'he 1s always telling him'

bitol4d bitold keélib (Pt) 'they each cut (thelr halr)', 'they each had
(thelir hair) cut’

bitob’ éel4d bitob’ éeld keélib (Ptb) 'they cut each other's (halr)'

Where one and the same subject 1s involved in the multiple actlion, the
reduplicated form 1s non-finite. Where more than one subjJect 1s 1in-
volved 1n the actlon, the reduplicated form 1s finlte, always contaln-
Ing a third person singular suffix, and usually the third person
masculline singular. The equlvalent feminine form occasionally occurs
where all the participants are women. The Verb keemin always has a
plural suffix of any person, not Just third person, after reduplicated
finlite forms, and Impllies that the action 1s performed by each
person. Thus non-finite d4l4 'make' and finite d4l4l4 'he made' glve:

d414 d414 keéli (Pt) 'l made some (ladders)'
ddl4 d414 keélub (Pt) 'we made some (ladders)'
d41414 d41414 keélib (Pt) 'we each made a (ladder)'

The aspect and Interval sufflxes on the reduplicated forms have the
slgnificance normal to them in the partlcular sequence Involved.

bdko 'say and...' boko bdko keemin (Pt) 'say 1t a few
times'
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bakdnbom 'while bdkanbom bdkdnbom keemin (Pt) 'say 1t often'
saylng...'

bdkdnbii 'been saying bdakdnbii bdkanbii keemin (Pt) 'tell storles
and...' often'

bdkola 'he sald and bdkold békol4d keemin (Pt) 'each speak’,
<they>...' *discuss'

bdka’ bald 'while he 1s bdka’bald bika’ bald4 keemin (Pt) 'all talk at
saying once'
<they>...'

One large morphologlcal class of Verbs has alternative stem forms
In the Customary Continuatlve, one terminating in ﬁcém and the other
in VCm (V representing any vowel and C representing any consonant),
e. g fufdldm-in, fufdlm-in 'go round'. The punctilliar stem of these
Verbs terminates in ﬁcé In isolation, but In 1ts reduplicated form up
to three apparently free varlants have been observed, terminating Iin
VC4, VC with tonal sandhi, or VC. E.g.

fufdld fufdld keemin
fufdl fufal keemin 'roll up'
fufal fufal keemin

3.4 MATCHED CLAUSES + KEEMIN

A similar type of Adjunct to the reduplicated Verb of sectlon 3.3
above Involves a palr of Juxtaposed Clauses before keemin. The com-
monest comblinations involve Motion Clauses signifylng opposite direc-
tions. The matching of the two Clauses conslsts of thelr having
Identical syntactlc structure and the same morphemic content except at
some one polnt, where diverse morphemes occur. These are usually
antonyms. Elther the Verb stems In the Predicates may differ, or a
palr of morphemes In one of the other clause-level units. The two
Verbs In the Predicates are Inflected l1dentically, and show a simllar
range of Inflections to the reduplicated forms of sectlion 3. 3.

und (Pm: he-went) tala (Pm: he-came) keemin (Pm) ' (people) mill
around’

undnbii (Pn: going) taldnbii (Pm: coming) keemin (Pm) ' (e.g.
clothes on 1line) go, flap back and forth'

une’ bala (Pm: he-went-and) téle’ bala (Pm: he-came-and) keemin (Pm)
' (some) go and (some) come'

iit o6 (Dn: up, Pm: return) dadk odé (Dn: down, Pm return) keemin
(Pm) 'Jjump, bounce up and down' (e.g. exhuberant child, ball)

ydk udneba (0: across, Pt: he-ate) meék uneba (0: across-here, Pt: he-
ate) keemin (Pt) ‘'eat two lots of food at once'

ydk mift mak dne (0: that kind, Pt: eat) meék miit mak une (0: this
kind, Pt: eat) keemin (Pt) ‘'sample some of each kind of food
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koongeng umkaa’ eebe (0: plg, Ptb: he-is-greeting-1t) kéyaameng
umkaa’ eebe (0: dog, Ptb: he-1s-greeting-1t) keemin (Pt) ‘'be
friendly (to)' (lit. 'greet plgs and dogs' - an 1dlom)

3.5 CO-ORDINATED CLAUSES + KEEMIN

A sequence, usually a palr, of co-ordinated Clauses may occur as a
complex AdJunct before keemin.17 The Predicates of these Clauses are
usually Dependent Verbs, the action of which 1s simultaneous ('while..').
The Clauses are linked by the Connectives ilé t minte 'and' followling
the first and other non-final Clauses, and the Phrase Modifler noo
'also' following the Verb in the Predicate of the final Clause. The
suffixes with kee- summarize the tenses and subject-person-numbers of
the Predicates of the co-ordinated Clauses.

undng’ kdlintem bodm’ bululé minte (Pt: she was not eating, and)
undng’ kdlintem bodm’ bald ndo (Pt: he was not eating also) keébib
(they-did) 'nelther he nor she ate'

béko’ nama binim ilé minte (Pt: he never spoke, and) une’nam4 binim noo
(Pt: he never ate also) keebe (he-1s-doing) 'he 1s nelther speaking
nor eating'

weéng bdka’ balalé minte (0: talk, Pt: he was talking, and) meén sdok
fdka buld ndo (0: twine, Pt: she-was-making also) kee bilib (they-
were-doing) 'he was talking while she was making twine'

weéng bakabomnululé (0: talk, Pt: she-1s-talking, and-she) meén sdok
fdkabom noo (0: twine, Pt: making also) keebo (she-1s-dolng) 'she 1s
talking whlle she makes twine'

undnbomnalalé minte (Pt: he-1s-eating, and-he) weéng bdkabom noo (O:
talk, Pt: talking also) keebe (he-1s-doing) 'he 1s talking while he
eats'

tisol fikaa’ eebomnilibilé minte (0: payment, Pt: they-are-collecting-
for-him, and-they) koong ung koob’ ée noo (0: pig, Pt: kill-for-him
also) keelibta (they-did-and) 'they collected money and killed a pig
forlidmss. =

sookéng kdle ddka’ bululé minte (they hung themselves and - an 1diom)
ook iine’bilib ndo (Dn: river, Pm they-went also) keelibta (they-
did-and) 'some hung themselves and others jumped into the river...'

4. VERB PERIPHRASES

Several Verbs occur followlng other Verbs in perlphrastic usages.
The filrst part of a Periphrase 1s the approprliate form of any kind of
Verb, Including a Simple Verb, an AdJunct + Auxlllary, and a complex
AdjJunct + keemin. The second part of a Perliphrase may only be a form
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of one of the following Verbs: keemin, nin, tébemin, kodl-, or a
Motlon Verb. The meanings which these Verbs have as Simple Verbs are
lost In thelr usage as second part of a Perlphrase. Instead they
supplement in meaning the aspect suffix normally occurring with the
first part, or they serve to carry sufflxes when they follow non-
finite Verb forms. The two parts of a Perlphrase are Inseparable. It
Is the first part, not the second, which normally occurs in the
benefactive form 1n a Perlphrase.

4.1 PERIPHRASTIC USAGES OF KEEMIN

The Verb Periphrases Involving keemin 'do', 'be' may all occaslon-
ally occur with the Verb keemin replaced by nin 'be'.

4.11 CONTINUATIVE CUSTOMARY VERB + KUB + ANY CONTINUATIVE FORM OF
KEIMIN Implies a habltual actlon at the time Indicated by the tense of
keemin. The Phrase Modlfler kub 'very', 'still' 1s Integral to thils
Periphrase, the two parts of which are otherwlse 1inseparable.

bdkamin kub keemantémd 'he will always be talking'

bdkaa' eemin kub keemantémd 'he will always be talking to him'
fuu’ yeemin kub keemnubu 'she cooks for him permanently'
Undng’ kdlin kub keemmibd ' (whenever) she eats'

4.12 NEGATIVE REPLY VERB + ANY FORM OF KEEMIN 1s equlvalent to a
negative Independent Verb of the same tense as the second part and the
same aspect as the flrst part. The aspects of the first and second
parts usually agree, but non-agreement has also been observed. This
Periphrase 1s the usual way of negating a Dependent Verb.18 The
benefactive 1s usually marked on the first part as In the other Perl-
phrases of th!s sectlon, but occaslonally it appears on the second.

bokolintem keéld = bokolald 'he didn't talk'

bdkamintem keemnibd = bdkdnubdld 'he never talks'

bokob’ néelintem keéld or bdkolintem keeb’ néeld = bokob’ néeldld 'he
didn't tell me'

Unelintem keenalata ... 'he (went) wilthout eatlng'

tilintem kee’ namd 'he couldn't come'

4.2 PERIPHRASTIC USAGES OF NIN

The periphrastic usages of nin 'be' are dlstingulshable from
Complementary Clauses by two things: (a) the two parts are inseparable,
and (b) they ha#g»no transforms involving keemin.

4.21 CONTINUATIVE STEM + ALB<A> implles a recent action that was a
lengthy process. The action may be elther still progressing In the
present, or already completed and recommenced In the present, depend-
Ing upon the context. When preceded by an approprlate Time Unit
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(T1), thls Perlphrase conveys the 1dea of 'begin' or 'slnce'. It has
a habltual meaning when 1t co-occurs with the Adverb suunkib 'al-
ways'.19

bdkdn dlbd 'he talked at length'

bdksaa’ neem dlbd 'he talked to me at length'
bdkdnbii d4lbd 'he talked at great length'
bdkdnbom d4lbd 'he talked at great length'

dook kodotd (Ti: when) bdkdn dlbib (Pt: talking you-are) 'when did you
start talking'

kutim mililiib kodtd (Ti: dawn today) kibdk koob’ ée bdkdn 41bd (Pt:
start-1t talking he-1s) 'he started talking at dawn' or 'he's been
talking since dawn'

kutim kootd (T:: this early morning) tdl’ boémtd (Pm: came-and-stayed-
and) okok keem dlbib (Pi: working we-are) 'we've been working from
early morning (till now)'

weéb mindnbii dlonbu kodtd (Ti: when the raln stopped) am kodn (O:
roofing) didbdk (Pt: bring-1t) fuidbdm 41b4d (Pt: thatching he-1s) 'he's
been thatching the roof ever slnce the raln stopped'

4.22 CONTINUATIVE STEM + BIITAB<A> seems to be semantically equlva-
lent to the above Periphrase. The form biitdb<4> 'be (there) a long
time', 'stay (there) all day' comes from the Verb nin 'be'.

bdkan biitabd 'he talked at length'

4.23 Certaln INDEPENDENT OR HETEROPERSONAL DEPENDENT FORMS of any
Verbas NALALé or NALATA produce corresponding Homopersonal Dependent
Verb forms with the same aspect, tense or Interval, and subjJect-
person-number value as the first part. When suffixed to Verb stems,
nald signifles Homopersonal Dependent third person singular masculine,
but In thls usage 1t has lost 1ts third person singular masculline
significance.

sina ndk' bilibilé 'they had been sleeping (there) and (someone
else)...'

sina ndk’ bilib nalalé 'they had been sleeping (there) and (they)...'
The range of Verb forms which may occur as the first part of this

Periphrase are 1llustrated In the third person plural for bakamin
' say, tell':zO

INDEPENDENT ("open" tonal forms) DEPENDENT

bdkan’ bilib bdko’ bodm’ bilib
bdk4’ nak’ bilib bdko’ bodm’ silib
bakanubib bakanbii’ bodm’ bilib
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INDEPENDENT ('"open" tonal forms) DEPENDENT
bdkdn’ boomib bdkdnbii’ boom’ silib
bdkdnbom’ boom’ bilib

4.3 PERIPHRASTIC USAGES OF MOTION VERBS

(a) All forms (but especlally contlnuative forms) of dnemin 'go'
and <kwééb> unemin 'take 1t' following a continuative stem 1mply 1in-
tensive duration. So also do continuative dependent forms of dbemin
'go, do abruptly' and <kwééb> abemin 'take 1t'.%l

bdkdn tundnbe, bdkdn kwééb tndnbe 'he 1s keeping on talking'
kanum undmnilibilé 'they keep on doing it and...'

bdkdn kwééb dbebomnalabilé 'you can talk all about...'
bdkdn dbe’ bilibilé ' (while) they were talking...'

Punctiliar forms of the Motlon Verb followlng a continuative stem
Indicate that the continuous or repetitive action 1s a block or unit
in time:

dadm (0: fence) fdkdn udnd (Pt: he was making) 'he was bullding the
fence'

(b) Continuative forms of ti{inemin 'walk', 'go past' followling a
continuative stem imply a distributive or repetitive action:

bdkan tiindnbe 'he 1s telllng everybody'

abdn diim tiindnubd 'he laughs wherever he 1s', 'he laughs whatever he
1s doing'

(c) Continuative forms of télemin 'come', <kwééb> télemin 'bring
i1t', tébemin 'appear', 'become', and <kwééb> tébemin (which has not
been observed out of this context) imply an action involving a pro-
gresslon of events or an action that progresses from stage to stage,
when they follow a contlnuative stem.

bdkdn tdldnbe, bdkdn kwééb tdldnbe, bdkdn tdbdnbe, bdkdn kwééb tdbdnbe
'he 1s saying one thing after another', 'he 1s developing his theme'

00ldn duléb tubilé 'she called out agaln and again and...'

Punctiliar forms of these Motlion Verbs Indicate that the progresslve

actlion 1s a block or unit in time, as In (a) above:

sdng Wyd (0: story) bdkdn tise (Pt: he told them for some time) 'he
told a string of storles'

(d) The Motion Verb ydkdk keemin 1s a Complex Verb of the type
described In section 3.22(b). In thils periphrastic usage, where 1t
follows a punctiliar stem, 1t has the meaning 'do repeatedly’.

diing d4d4 ydkdk keemin 'wash many clothes'
béko ydkdk keemin 'say 1t often’
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(e) Another Complex Motlon Verb 1involved In perliphrasis 1s und
tald keemin ' (people) mill around' (see section 3.4), or <kwéeb> una
tald keemin. A contlnuative stem followed by this Verb emphaslzes
corporate actlon by a plural sub]ect.

boomi dket (0: about 1t) fiukun und tala kee’ bilib (Pt: they are think-
ing together) 'they are all thinking about it', 'they are pooling
thelr thoughts on 1it'

am (0: house) dindn kwééb und tald kee’ bulub (Pt: we are bullding to-
gether) 'we are bullding the house together'

The two parts of these Periphrases cannot be spllit without destroy-
Ing thelr particular periphrastic meaning. Corresponding to all of
these Periphrases there are morphologically ldentlical non-periphrastic
forms which are a sequence of Nuclel of two Predicates. In most
utterances the lingulstic context makes 1t plaln whether the two Verbs
comprise sequentlal Clauses or a Periphrase. For example, 1f the
context mentions In a Time Imit or Manner Unit the duratlon, progres-
slon, or distribution of the actlon, the perlphrastic meaning of the
Motlon Verb and 1ts preceding Verb may be assumed. On the other hand,
1f the context contalns a Destination Unlt or another Motlon Verbd
having the same subject, the normal meaning of the Motlon Verb may be
assumed.

4.4 PERIPHRASTIC USAGES OF TEBES<A>
4.41 CONTINUATIVE STEM + TEBES<A>

One periphrastic usage of teébemin 'become', 'appear' has been
described In section 4.3(c) above, where 1t behaves 1l1l1ke a Motion
Verb. In additlon, a continuative stem followed by one of the
Historlc Past Punctillar forms of tébemin implles a habitual action.

bdkdn tébesd 'he 1s always talking', 'he 1s talkatlve:
bitdn tébesu 'she 1s always cutting her halr!

suuk (0: clgar) dinan tébesd (Pt: he 1s always making) 'he 1s always
rolling clgars'

Thls active periphrastic usage contrasts wlith the non-predictable
Phrase 1dloms described in section 2.4. The latter involve the
punctiliar stems of Just a few Verbs, mostly of one morphologlcal
class, and the meaning changes are unpredictable. The periphrastic
usage Involves any continuatlve stem, and the meaning 1s predictable.

4.42 REDUPLICATED STEM + TEBES<A>

Elther the punctiliar or continuative stem of any Verb may be re-
duplicated and followed by the Historlc Past Punctilliar (stative)
forms of tébemin. The meaning of the resultant forms 1s predictable,
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and Invoives frequent or habltual repetition of the actlion. There 1s
no tonal sandhl In the reduplication. Thls Perliphrase contrasts in
several respects with the reduplicated 1dioms of sectlon 2.4, whose
meanings are unpredictable, whose forms show tonal sandhl, and whose
second part may be any form of tébemin.

bito bito tébesd, bitdn bitdn tébesd 'he 1s always cutting (halr)',
'he 1s always having (his hair) cut'

i i tébesud, um um tébesu 'she 1s always planting'
fungd fungd tébesd 'he 1s always resting'

ifo ifo tébesab 'you are always serving (food)'
bakéld bakéld tébesd 'he 1s always splitting (wood)'

4.5 PERIPHRASTIC USAGE OF KOOL- <ANTEMA>

The Verb kodl-<antémd> only occurs 1n the punctilliar aspect, and 1t
does not occur by 1tself as a Simple Verb. Any punctiliar form of 1t
occurs preceded by a punctillar Verb stem to form a Perlphrase which
seems to emphaslze the reallty or completion of the actlon. Llke all
other Periphrases, thls one may manifest benefactive modification of
the first part, but the benefactive may alternatlively occur with the
second part.
bdko kodld (= bokold) 'he spoke'
bokob’ née kodld, bdko kodb’ néeld (= bokob’ néeld) 'he told me'
ang kodld 'he killed him'
duild kodldb ... ' (when) you have butchered 1t...'
ilet (O: bler) dd4l14 kodnilibilé (Pt: they made and) 'they made the

Diferpands 2.

A contlnuative stem terminating In -bii followed by kodl-<antémd>
Impllies a plural obJlect or a multiple action, and sometimes also
requlres a plural subject:

bdkdnbii kodbu 'she talked about several things', 'she sald 1t several
times'

Most of the reduplicated punctliliar stems 11sted In section 2.4
may also be followed by kodl-<antémd>:
dudl duiul kodli 'I cut (the meat) Into little pleces'

Whereas all the reduplicated forms 1In section 2.4 are Intransitive and
agentless, thls form 1s Transitlve and Iimpllies multiple action.

5. NESTING

It 1s posslible for two or more of the types of Verb complexlity
described In thls paper to co-occur. A simllar situation occurs In-
volving Noun Phrase nuclear expansions, and thls has been described
elsewhere.z:3
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(a) The primary or innermost layer of complexity 1s that described
In sectlon 2 and the earlier part of section 3 (i1.e. 3.1, 3.2). It
Involves AdjJunct + Auxllliary collocations that are static.

(b) Secondary expansion involves Verb reduplication + keemin as
described 1n section 3.3, and any Simple Verb or AdjJunct + Auxlllary
may be expanded In this way. So may most of the types of AdjJunct +
keemin of sections 3.1 and 3.2. This secondary Verb reduplication
usually 1nvolves both parts of the orlglinal Complex Verb. Alter-
natively, the first part may often be single and only the second part
reduplicated.

diing ddkamin diing dd4 diing dad keemin ) 'wash lots of
'wash clothes' diing d44 d44 keemin ) clothes
(2.1, 3.3
dub diimin dub dii dib dii keemin 'hang 1t up often'
'hang 1t up' (2.2, 3.3
kan keemin kan kee kan kee keemin ) 'be always tidylng
't1dy up' kan kee kee keemin ) up' (3.1, 3.3)
faasim keemin faasim kee faasim kee keemin) 'be always keeplng
'keep <him> home' faasim kee kee keemin ) <him> home'
(3.26, 3.3)

Most Complex Verbs Involving reduplication are not capable of further
reduplication of the 3.3 type. Exceptions to thls general rule are
the types described 1n sections 3.23 and 3. 25.

itd dtd keéld itd dtd kee itd iitd kee keemmibui 'she always wins'
' she won' (3.23, 3.3)
min min keemin min min keebii min min keebii 'be always sniffing'
'sniff! keemin (3.25,"343)
fiit filt keemin fiit fiit kee fiit fiit kee 'be always vi-
'vibrate' keemin brating'
(3.25, 3.3

(c) Periphrasis constitutes tertlary expansion, and may affect any
Simple Verb, or any Complex Verb not already lnvolving tertlary ex-
panslion.

tal t4l nin kub bodmi 'it 1s always coming' (3.3, 4.11)
diing d44 y4k4dk keemin 'wash many clothes' (2.1, 3.22(b), 4.3(d))

kodl4d tébelintem keenululé 'it (fell) without getting smashed' (2.4,
4.12)

kodl4 tébe kodli '1t smashed' (2.4, 4.5)
bam dd4d bdm d44 keem tébesd 'he always recovers (2.1, 3.3, 4.41)
4abén kee 4dabén kee tébesiu 'she 1s always playlng "Mother"' (3.21, 4.42)
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faasim kee kee keem 4lbu 'she 1s always keeping <him> at home for a
long time' (3.26, 3.3, 4.21)

(d) A fourth but rarer layer of expansion conslists of the re-
duplication of the first part of certaln Complex Verbs Involving
primary complexlty or tertlary expanslon, but not Complex Verbs
Involving secondary expanslon. The second part remalns unchanged.
Al though 1n mutually excluslve dilstribution with the type of redupli-
catlion described 1In sectlion 3.3, this expansion contrasts with 1t in
applylng to Periphrases, and 1n the reduplication of the first part
only.

ydng sod keemin ydng sod yang sod keemin

'move along a little' (3.22(a)) 'move along little by little!'
faasim keemin faasim faasim keemin

'not let <him> go' (3. 26) 'continually not let <him> go'
diilbkdn keemin dibkdn dibkdan keemin

'remove 1t' (3.27) ‘often remove 1it'
bdkolintem keéld békolintem bdkolintem keéld

'he didn't talk' (4.12) 'he didn't say (those things)'
bdkdn iindnbe bdakdn bdkdn indnbe

'he 1s keeping on talking' (4.3) 'he 1s keeping on talking'
bitdn tébesu bit4dn bitdn tébesi

'he 1s always cutting (his 'he 1s always cutting (his

hair)' (4.41) hair)' (4.42)

(e) Only one change In the order of nesting has been observed.
Periphrases involving kodl-<antémd> (section 4.5), though themselves
tertliary expanslons, are primary for purposes of further secondary and
tertlary expanslon.

béko koé bdko kod keelabta 'you tell (the storles)' (4.5, 3.3)

bakél bdkel kodlintem keenululé 'it (fell) wlthout getting smashed'
(4.5, 5(d), 4.12)

6. PHRASE MODIFIERS
The only Laterals following the Nucleus of a Verb Phrase are Phrase

Modiflers (Mp). Phrase Modiflers may also terminate Noun Phl"ases.z5
Those occurring In Verb Phrases and Noun Phrases as Predlcates are:

b4 'not', 'don't!'
binim 'not', 'never'
umak 'any'

tab 'perhaps'

noo 'also'
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More than one of these may co-occur In a single Phrase. However, ba
and binim do not co-occur. Otherwlse they are listed in thelr pre-
ferred order of occurrence.

Although umak and tab occur freely, the others are restricted in
thelr occurrence. The Modiflers ba and binim normally only follow the
Abllltative and Customary Contlinuative forms of the Verb. With the
Abllitative elther bd, binim, or the suffixlal negative -4l may occur,
all three having the same meaning, 'not'. The sufflx 1s, however,
rare with the Ablllitatlve.

bokd’ namd bd = bdkd’ namd binim = bdkd’ namala 'he couldn't talk'

With the Customary Contlnuative form of the Verb ba and binim contrast
in meaning, and the suffix -4l does not occur. bakamin ba may only
have a second person subject, and this 1s the form used for negatlve
imperative, 'Don't talk!'. bdkamin binim may have any person as
subject, and the meaning 1s negatlive customary, '<he> does not talk',
'<he> never talks'. All other Independent Verb forms are very oc-
caslonally negated by bd or binim instead of the usual suffix -4l.
Sometimes the Modifler bd also redundantly occurs followlng a Verbd
already contalning the negative suffix -al, the meaning belng an
Intensified negatlive.

The Modifier noo 'also' only occurs wlith the Predicate of the last
of a set of co-ordinated Clauses.



NOTES

1. The Telefol language 1s spoken by about 4000 people In the
vicinity of Telefomln, Seplk District, New Guinea. The present paper
1s one of a serles belng written on Telefol syntax, and 1s based on
the results of fleld work carrled out under the ausplices of the Summer
Institute of Lingulstics and the Australlan Natlonal University be-
tween 1959 and 1965. The author 1s Indebted to Karl J. Franklin and
Rosemary Young for helpful comments on an earller draft of this paper,
and to Alan Healey for the ellclitatlion of data and for checking the
manuscript.

2. In this outline statement of Verb morphology no attempt 1s made to
list all the afflixes. The Verb morphology 1s to be described 1in
detall In Alan Healey, "Telefol Morphology".

B For tenses see Phylllis M. Healey, "Telefol Clause Structure",
Papers in New Guinea Linguistics No.3, Linguistic Circle of Canberra
Publications, Series A - Occasional Paper No.s5, Canberra, 1965,
pp. 15-18 (henceforth referred to as T.C.S.), section 2.4; for subject
sufflixes see T.C.S. sectlion 2.1.

4. The Quotative Verb akan’ kalin loses 1ts distinctive grammatical
character as well as 1ts meaning when 1t occurs as an Auxlilliary. In
particular, 1t occurs In the benefactive form as an Auxlllary, but
never otherwise. See Phyllls M. Healey, "Teleéfodl Quotative Clauses",
Papers in New Guinea Linguistics No.1, Linguistic Circle of Canberra
Publications, Series A - Occasional Papers, No.3, Canberra, 1964,
PD. 27-34.

5. There are also a number of separable Adjuncts that occur with
ddkamin and other Auxlllaries. These forms may co-occur in the Clause
with an ObJect Unit as may Inseparable AdjJuncts, but they are occa-
sionally followed by Noun Phrase Laterals such as Person (Pr: iuyo
'1t') and Phrase Modiflier (Mp: kub 'still', ‘'only', 'Just', imak
'any'). Very rarely they also may be separated from the following
Verb by an Adverb as Manner Unit. In these respects they resemble the
separable Adjunct before keemin (section 3). They Iinclude:

mal 4néng ddkamin (Pi) 'shuffle'

s4 ddkamin (P1) 'have 1l1l1cit relations'
tiin ddkamin (Pt) 'motice', 'watch for'
umtdl ddakamin (Pt) 'feel (unpleasant sensatlon)', 'suffer'

yukuiit ddkamin (Pt) 'steal’

The customary Contlnuative form of the Verb, termlnating In -in, has
been used as the cltatlon form of all Verbs throughout the paper.
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8. Adverbs are described In T.C.S. section 1.3.

7. There are a number of sets of obJect preflxes. Four representa-
flve sets are llsted In T.C.S. section 2.2.

8. dub’ kadkamin 'let him go', 'leave him' might have been Included 1n
this 1ist, as it contalns a phonological Juncture. However, 1t 1s
written as one word since there 1s no Verb kadkamin occurring else-
where as do other Verbs in this list.

9. The distinction between the types of Complex Verb described 1in
sectlons 2 and 3 1s not completely clear-cut, as sectlon 2 has mostly
inseparable Adjuncts with a residue of separables (see Note 5), whlle
section 3 has mostly separables but also a few Ilnseparables. Section
3, of course, involves only the Verb keemin as second part, while
section 2 Involves several Verbs excluding keemin.

Another problem 1s the 111-deflined distinction between an Adjunct
and a Complement Unit (Co) preceding keemin. Many of the Intransitive
Complex Verbs 1lilsted in section 3 could concelvably be re-analyzed as
Co + Pc, though Co has not been observed to contaln the wide varlety
of forms which have been subsumed under AdJunct here In section 3.
Such a re-analyslis 1s not posslible for the Transitlve and Motion
Complex Verbs of section 3, or for any of the Complex Verbs of section
2. The Complement 1s described in Phyllis M. Healey, "Telefol Noun
Phrases", Linguistic Circle of Canberra Publications, Series B -
Monographs, No.4, Canberra, 1965 (hereafter referred to as T.N.P.),
section 3. 25.

10. AdJ)ectlves are described In T.N.P. sectlon 1.22.

11. Pre-Demonstratives are described in T.N.P. sectlon 2.12. The so06
Phrase 1s described In T.N.P. sectlon 3.23.

12. Post-Demonstratlives are described In T.N.P. section 2.15.

13. Pronouns are described in T.N.P. section 2.16. The dlrectional
Pronouns are keétd, kodtd, beétd, bodta

14. The majJority of borrowed Nouns and Verbs appear to function as
Nouns, the usual Noun Phrase Laterals potentlally occurring with them.
They have therefore been analyzed as Complement (Co), and keemin fol-
lowing them then becomes Complementary Predicate (Pc). Some of these

are:
bdbtisim (dyd) keemin ‘'present oneself for baptlsm'

bééten (liyd) keemin ‘pray'

kilisten (dyd) keemin 'become a Christlan'
kdobbul (uyd) keemin 'be made a corporal'
okok (uyd) keemin 'work', 'be employed

ulotu (dyd) keemin 'attend church'
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15. The sets meaning 'get' and 'bring' are to be described In another
paper on sentence structure.

18. The normal meaning of benefactive forms 1s discussed In T.C.S.
section 2. 3.

17. Clause sequences are to be discussed In another paper on sentence
structure.

18. Dependent Verbs are discussed In T.C.S. sectlons 1.2 and 4.
19. See T.C.S. section 2.4 for Information on other habltual forms.

20. The third person plural morphemes are -ib and -ilib. The In-
dependent forms are all contlnuative, and are present, recent habltual,
past habltual, and timeless habltual respectively. The Dependent
forms all Involve a time Interval.

21. <kwééb> represents the limited set of speclal Homopersonal
Dependent Verb forms meaning 'bring', 'take' (see section 3.27). The
commonest are: kwééb, dééb 'bring 1t'; kuléb, duléb 'bring them'.

22. See T.C.S. section 2.4 for Informatlion on other habitual forms.

23. Noun Phrase nuclear expansions are described in T.N.P. section
1.27.

24. In the examples In thls section the types of expansion are
Indicated by thelr sectlion numbers In thls paper, arranged In the
order In which the processes have been applled.

25. Phrase Modiflers In Noun Phrases are described In T.N.P. section
2.17. The only other Phrase Modifler, kub 'only', 'Just', 'still',
'very', occurs at the end of Noun Phrases and after a separable Adjunct
In a Complex Verb Phrase, as In sectlon 3. It does not occur at the
end of a Verb Phrase.
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