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Major academic interests

+ Early history generally, particularly in Indonesia and Australia

«  South Sulawesi history and literature, especially Bugis philology
«  Dutch East India Company and its contacts with Australia

+  Aboriginal history and contacts with Indonesia

+ Historical archaeology

Teaching and other academic associations

At the ANU: Teaching of archaeology; major responsibility for teaching and supervision in the
field of Aboriginal history, often with reference to the Northern Territory; first year unit,
‘Approaching History’, introduced students to a wider range of sources than normally
considered by historians; aught and supervised in the history of island Southeast Asia.

At the University of Tasmania: Designed and taught units in Australian history and an
innovatory course in ‘History and Heritage’ which focused on issues of historical
archaeology, interpretation and conservation. Outside the university, associated with The
Royal Society of Tasmania, several local historical societies, some excavations on
nineteenth century historical sites; set up and continue to run a publishing and research
enterprise, the Historical Survey of Northern Tasmania.

Since returning to Canberra in 2000: Involved with the editing and production of the Review of
Indonesian and Malaysian Affairs and have acted as adviser to various Indonesian doctoral
students.
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