
7 . 9 . 4 .  INSTITUTI ONAL FRAMEWORK OF LANGUAGE STUDY : 

UN I VE RS I TY OF HAWAI I 

Howard P .  Mc Kaughan and P e t e r  C .  L i n c o l n  

7 . 9 . 4 . 1 .  I N T RO D U CT I O N 

There are several departments engaged i n  language s tudy at the 

University of Hawaii . These  include the Department s o f  European 

Languages , East As ian Languages , East Asian Literature , Indo-Paci fic 

Languages , English , English as a Se cond Language , and Lingui s ti c s . In 

addit i on,  the Soc ial S cience and Lingui stics  Institut e ,  incorporat ing 

the former Pacific and As ian Lingui stics  Ins titut e ,  carries out language 

and l inguis t ic res earch in a non- ins truct ional setting . Mast ers level 

programme s are availab le in mos t  of the department s with doctoral level 

programmes in Asian Languages ( Japanes e ) and Linguistics . A sub­
concentrat ion in Psycholingui s t i cs is also avai lab le at the do ctoral 
level in the Lingui stics  Department .  

Mos t  of  the doctoral research has been done in and t hrough the 
Department of  Lingui s t i c s  ( init iated in 1 9 6 3 ) .  Faculty members in that 
Department have done their research on Micrones ian , Melane sian ,  Poly­
nes ian , Malayan , Papuan , Sin o-Tib etan ,  Japanese , Vie tnamese , various 

South-East Asian ,  Indo-European ,  Indo-Aryan , and Amerindian language 

group s .  
The lingui stic  programme at the University of  Hawaii inc ludes theor­

etical , anthropological , historical-comparative , and app lied linguistic s . 

It  als o inc ludes res earch in language acquisition,  sociolinguistics  

with  emphas is on creoles and p idgins , ethnolinguistic s ,  l exicography , 

fie ld me thods , and comput er te chniques . 

1 2 79 

McKaughan, H.P. and Lincoln, P.C. "Institutional Framework of Language Study: University of Hawaii". In Wurm, S.A. editor, New Guinea area languages and language study, Vol. 3, Language, culture, society, and the modern world. 
C-40:1279-1290. Pacific Linguistics, The Australian National University, 1977.   DOI:10.15144/PL-C40.1279 
©1977 Pacific Linguistics and/or the author(s).  Online edition licensed 2015 CC BY-SA 4.0, with permission of PL.  A sealang.net/CRCL initiative.



1 2 80 H . P .  McKAUGHAN and P . C .  LINCOLN 

7 . 9 . 4 . 2 .  T H E  D E P A RT M E N T  O F  L I N GU I S T I C S I N  T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  H A WA I I  

The 19 7 3- 7 4  G�aduate Vivi6ion C atalog o f  the Univers ity of Hawaii 

lists  a total of 31  faculty memb ers in the Department of  Linguistics , 

2 0  on a regular basis , another two on the emerit us status , and nine 

more in the co-operating faculty conne cted with Psy cholingui stics  from 

the Departments of Engli sh as a Second Language , Psy chology , and East 

Asian Languages . In addition to the memb ers of the Dep artment o f  

Linguis t ic s there are s ome 3 0  members of  other department s who have 

s ignifican t  intere st s ,  training and ongoing research in the field of  

linguis tics . 

Though the area covered at the Univers ity of  Hawaii in language and 

l ingui stics  is b road ,  t here is a maj or conc entrat ion in the Department 

of Lingui s tics  on the Aust rones i an and non-Austrones ian languages of  

Oceania .  Current faculty memb ers with maj or interest in the  Papua New 

Guinea area of the se languages include George W .  Grace , Andrew K .  

Pawley , and Howard P .  McKaughan . 

7 . 9 . 4 . 2 . 1 .  G . W .  GRACE 

Pro fes s or Grace has been interested primari ly in his torical linguis­

t i c s  and spe cifically in the recons truc t ion o f  Proto-Oceanic . His 

s tudy ranges from the collection of and reporting on data in 1 9 5 5 - 5 6  

under the Tri-Ins t itutional Pacific Program , sponsored by t h e  Carnegie 

Corporat ion of New York , to analysis and pub l ic at ion of results in his 

' A  Proto-Oceanic Finder Lis t ' ( Grace 1 9 69 ) ,  and his article on ' Notes  

on the Phonological Hist ory of  the Aust rone sian Languages o f  the Sarmi 

Coas t ' ( Grace 1 9 7 1 ) . The languages dis cus sed in the lat ter paper 

inc lude Sob e i , BOQgo ,  Tarp i a ,  Wakde , Anus , and Masimasi ( all in Iri an 

Jaya ) . 

Profes sor Grace had e arlier ( 19 5 5 )  conc luded that the Oceanic sub ­

group ( called then Eastern Malayo-Polynesian )  ' extends no farther west 

than the western b order of  Australian New Guinea . '  He amends that 

s t atement with the s t udy of the languages of the Sarmi Coast , c oncluding 

that  the se languages als o  b elong t o  the Oceanic sub group o f  Aus tronesian . 

7 . 9 . 4 . 2 . 2 .  A . K .  PAW L E Y  

Profe s s or Pawley has b een interested i n  Papua New Guinea since his  

doctoral s tudies under Profes sor Biggs at  the Univers ity o f  Auckland . 

Pawley ' s  early research was with the Kalam ,  a Papua New Guinea Highlands 
language generally re ferred to in the li terature as Karam . His maj or 

work to dat e  on the Kal am is cont ained in his  dis sertat ion ( Pawley 1 9 66 ) . 
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Current ly , collab orat ing with Profess ors Ralph Bulmer and Bruce Biggs , 

Pawley is finishing an extensive Kalam dictionary of  ' ethnos cient i fic ' 

interest which will  b e  published in PaQi 6 i Q  Lingui��i Q� . 

Pawley has extended hi s research to the comparat ive-historical field 

with re search on the Austrones ian l anguages of Oce ania . Of int erest to 

the Papua New Guine a area is  a tentat ive subgrouping suggested by 

Wi lhelm Mi lke in 19 6 5 ,  wh ich he call s  New Guine a Oceani c .  Pawley 

de fines this as 
i n c lu d i n g  all t h e  Aust r o n e s i an l anguages o f  t h e  N e w  Guine a 
m a i nl an d  e a s t  o f  G e e l v i n k  B ay , t og e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  l anguag e s  
s p oken on small o f f s h o r e  i s lands ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  i s l an d s  o f  
t h e  M i l n e  B a y ) , t h o s e  s p o k e n  we s t  o f  t h e  T al a s e a  P e n i n s u l a  
o n  t h e north c o a s t  o f  W e s t  New B r i t a i n  and t h e  N e w  Gui n e a  
m a i n l an d .  ( Pawley 19 7 3 )  

He als o contribut ed t o  our knowledge of  the relationship o f  Aus trone sian 

languages of  Central Papua ( Pawley 1975a) . 

Two of  Pawley ' s  recent pap ers , presented at the First Internat i onal 

Conferen ce on Comparat ive Austrones ian Linguistics  ( P awley 19 7 3 ,  Pawley 

and Green 1 9 7 3 ) , give excel lent s tudies which deal in p art with t he 

New Guinea Oceanic language s :  ' Some Prob lems in Proto-Oceanic Grammar ' 

and ' Dating the Dispersal o f  the Oceanic Languages ' .  In the latter , 

written with Roger Green , Pawley contras t s  a geographic area he calls 

Near Oceania ( New Guinea ,  Bi smarck Archi pelago and the Solomons as far 

east as San Cristob al )  with Remote Oceania ( all  other parts o f  Oceani a ) . 

He discus s ed the Archae ology and t he Linguistic history ( in so far as 

it is known ) for these areas and argues for a dat e of  3 , 00 0  B . C .  or 

earli er for the init ial dispersal of  the Oceanic sub group of Austro­

nes ian languages , with t he dispersal centre in the New Guinea region 

rather than farther east . 

7 . 9 . 4 . 2 . 3 . H . P . M QKAUGHAN 

Profes sor McKaughan ' s  research in Papua New Guinea has b een on non­

Aust rone s i an languages of the Eastern Highlands .  He did fieldwork in 

19 6 1  under the ausp ices of the New Guine a Mi cro-Evolution Proj ect 

supported by t he Nat ional Sc ience Foundat ion with Profes s or Jame s B .  

Wat son of  the University of  Washington as the Principal Inve stigato r ,  
and in co-operat i on with t he Summer Institute of  Lingui stics . Analys i s  

and pub l icat i on h a s  b e e n  during h i s  affiliat i on with t h e  Univers ities  

of  Washington and Hawaii . Working together wi th several  Summer 

Inst itute of Linguistics  memb ers ( Lovings , Frant zes , Vincent s ,  Bee , and 

Kerr among others ) he studied the Eastern F'ami ly ( of the Eas t New Guinea 

Highlands Stock ) located in the Kainantu are a .  The results  are pub ­

lished i n  T h e  L ang uag e� 0 6  �he E a� �e�n Family 0 6  � h e  Ea� � New G uinea 
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H�9 hland S�o c� ( McKaughan ,  e d .  19 7 3 )  ( McKaughan 1 9 7 3 a ,  1 9 7 3b , McKaughan , 

comp o 19 7 3 a ,  1 9 7 3b ,  1 9 7 3 c , McKaughan and A .  Loving 19 7 3 ,  McKaughan and 

Marks 19 7 3 ,  R .  Loving and McKaughan 1 9 7 3 , A .  Loving and McKaughan 19 7 3 ) . 

The maj or port i on of the material is des cript ive in nature using a 

taxonomic approach . A s i zeable col lec t ion o f  text material has been 

inc luded which  can be used for further research on the se languages . 

Also , Bee , Kerr and McKaughan have pre s ented early steps in reconstruc­

t ion of  a Proto-Kainantu family . The s tudies include Tairora , Gadsup , 

Auyana , and Awa as the maj or languages and also Binumarie n and Waffa 

re lated to Tairora , Agarab i relat ed to Gadsup , and Us arufa re lated to 

Auyana ( see Bibliography ) .  

7 . 9 . 4 . 2 . 4 . VAR LENE  B E E  

The Micro-Evolut i on Proj ect has b een closely ass ociated w ith the 

University of  Hawaii b oth through Pro fe s s or McKaughan and by Dr Darlene 

Bee and Dr Harland Kerr ' s  as sociation with the Department . Darlene 

Bee ( tragically killed in an aircraft accident in 19 7 2 )  and Harland 

Kerr s t udied and did research at this University in parts of 196 4-6 6 . 

Bee did her b asic  work for he r paper ' C omparative and Historical 

Prob lems in East New Guinea High land Languages '  ( Bee 1 9 7 3 c ) in a 

seminar conducted by Professor Grace .  At that t ime Bee was at the 

University o f  Hawaii under an East-We st Center grant . Other relevant 

pub lications by her inc lude Bee 19 7 3 a ,  19 7 3b , Bee , comp o 1 9 7 3 , Bee , 

Luff and Goddard 1 9 7 3 ,  Bee and Glas gow 19 7 3 .  

7 . 9 . 4 . 2 . 5 . H . B .  KERR  

Dr Kerr furthered his work on  ' The  Proto-Kainantu Kinship System of  

the  East  New Guinea High lands ' ( Kerr 1 9 7 3b )  as a pos tdoct oral fe llow 

of  the East-West Center and in collaborati on with t he Micro-Evolut ion 

Proj ect at the University of Hawaii .  He also wrote a chapter on 

' Subj e ct Morphemes in the Tairora Verb Complex ' ( Kerr 1 9 7 3 a )  for the 

proj e c t . 

7 . 9 . 4 . 2 . 6 .  S . H .  E L BERT ANV I .  HOWARV 

Samue l E lb ert ( Professor Emerit us ) in his extens ive fie ldwork on 

Polynesian languages has worked with the Takuu o f  the Mort lock Islands . 

Thi s  i s  a Polyne sian out lier though polit ically connected to Papua New 

Guinea .  Profes s or Irwin Howard , also o f  the Department o f  Linguistics  
at  the University of  Hawaii has , with intramural research support , 
organised materials that he collected and those that Profe s s or Elbert 
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colle cted o n  Takuu i n  the early 1960s . Howard has more recently b een 

awarded a National Science Foundat ion grant t o  support further field­

work and to sponsor a res earch c onsultant from Takuu t o  vi sit t he 

University o f  Hawaii .  

7 . 9 . 4 . 2 . 7 .  GRAVUATE S TUVENTS 

Several doct oral student s at the Univers it y  o f  Hawai i have b een 

interested in the language s of  Papua New Guinea , so far all o f  them 

working on Aust ronesian languages . Rus se l l  Cooper is working on the 

Suau dialects  of  Milne Bay ( Cooper 1975 ) ,  Peter Lincoln has written his 

dis sertat ion on Banoni of  Bougainvil le ( Linco ln 1 9 7 6 a )  and the que s t ion 

of Papuanisat ion ( Lincoln 19 7 6b ) . John Lynch , who recently comp let ed 

his doctoral programme at the Univers ity of Hawaii , used dat a from 

Suau and Aroma to s upport his  discussion of Me lanesian Pos s e s si on 

( Lynch 19 7 3 ) . Joseph Kess , one of  the early Hawaii doct oral students 

now at the University of Vi ctori a ,  British Columb i a ,  has written on 

the historical phonology of  Motu ( Kess  19 69 ) .  Joel Bradshaw i s  working 

on Sib oma or Numb ami ( ab out 50 mi les s outh of Lae ) and Frank Lichtenb erk 

is on Manam Is lan d .  

7 . 9 . 4 . 2 . 8 . AUSTRONES I AN CON F E RENCE  ANV C O L LA B O RAT I O N  W I TH OTH ER 

UNI VE RS I TI ES 

The papers b y  Lincoln,  Lynch , and Pawley were presented at t he First 

International Conferen ce on Comparat ive Austrones ian held in Honolulu , 
Hawaii ,  early in 1 9 7 4 . All o f  the papers presented we re summarised by 

Mal colm Mint z and Peter Lincoln for the readers of  A��an P e�� p eQ�� ve� 

(Mintz 1975 , Lincoln 1 9 75 ) . Many o f  the papers have been pub lished in 
spe cial is sues of O Q e an�Q L�ngu�� �Q� ,  a j ournal edited by George Grace 

and founded in response t o  the Pacific S c ience Congre ss held in 

Honolulu in 19 6 1 .  In response to s ome of the papers presented at the 

1974  conference ,  Grace and Pawley have received a National Science 

Foundati on grant to study the relat i onships among the Aus tronesian 

language s of the North-East coast of New Guinea from Manam to S ib oma , 

supporting the current fie ldwork of  Lichtenberk , Linc oln , and Bradshaw . 

This proj ect  and that of  Howard have b een conducted in close ass o cia­

t ion with the newly forme d Language Department at t he University of  

Papua New Guinea .  Pub li c  le cture s on  various aspects  o f  the proj ect  
were given by b oth Lincoln and Gra ce at the University of Papua New 

Guine a and at the Univers ity of Te chnology in Lae , where one of the 
graduates of  the Engli sh as a Se cond Language programme at the Univers ity 

of  Haw aii , Je ffrey Siege l ,  is  t eaching . More te chnical papers were 
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pres ented at the Tenth Annual Meeting of  the Linguistic S ociety of  

Papua New Guinea in  September 1 9 7 6 : Lincoln reporting on his  survey of 

Aus trone sian language s between Finschhafen and Madang,  and he w ith 

Li chtenberk and Bradshaw reporting on their impressions after a few 

months ' exposure to Gitua , Manam , and Numb ami , respectively . Thes e 

ties  with the University of  Papua New Guine a strengthened earlier con­

tacts through Pawley ' s  visit ing appointment and Lynch ' s  more permanent 

appointment . Lingui sts  at the University  o f  Hawaii have maint ained 

close cont act with other institutions working in the Papua New Guinea 

are a .  Both Grace and McKaughan spent sabbaticals as vis it ing profe ss ors 

in Pro fes s or Wurm ' s  Department of  Linguistics  in the Re search School of 

Paci fic Studi es , the Aus tralian National University . Lincoln was a 

special student there while dOing fieldwork in Bougainville . Howard and 

Pawley have been associated with Pro fessor Wurm ' s  department and Rob ert 

B lust , after comp let ing hi s degre e at the University of Hawaii , was 

awarded a pos tdo ct oral fellowship during which  he did fi eldwork on 

Manus Is lan d .  Pro fessor  Wurm has held bri e f  visit ing professors hip 

appointments with the University of Hawaii . 

Pro fessor Biggs of  the University of  Auckland , who cont inue s t o  work 

with Paw ley  on Kalam , was a member of the Dep artment of  Lingui stics  at 

the Uni versi ty of Hawaii in 1 9 6 8  and 1969 . C lose ties , o f  course , also 

exist with United States mainland univers ities and colleague s .  

7 . 9 . 4 . 2 . 9 . S TUV I ES I N  NEW G U I N EA P I VG I N  

I n  addit ion t o  the res earch on the more traditional languages o f  

Papua New Guinea , there has b een con s iderab le int eres t  in New Guinea 

Pidgin . Analytical papers by  Pawley ( 19 7 5b ) and Bickerton ( 19 7 5 )  were 

presented at the 1 9 7 3  Pidgin Conference at the Uni versity of Papua New 

Guine a .  A t  the Pidgins and Creoles Conference held i n  Honolulu in 

January 1 9 7 5 ,  one sess ion was devoted to New Guinea Pidgi n .  A cours e 

in beginning conversational Ne w Guinea Pidgin was offe red at the 

Univers ity of Hawaii in t he s ummer of 19 75 . Thi s  course is  b eing 

o ffered again in 19 7 7  as a part of the pre lude to the Linguistic Society 
o f  America Linguis tic  Inst itut e .  The focus of  the Linguistic Society 

of  America programme is on language s o f  the Pacific , with intere sted 

colleagues coming from al l over the world . 
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The surge of  intere s t  in the l anguages o f  Papua New Guinea was 

evidenced by the at tendance  and the number of papers read at t he 

Aus trone sian conference in 19 7 4  and sub sequent meetings , and by  the 
many contrib utions to the volumes o f  thi s s erie s .  Thi s incre ased 

activit y is very encouraging . Memb ers o f  the faculty o f  the Univers ity 

of  Hawaii hope t o  c ontinue to contrib ute s ignifican t ly to it . 
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