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Editors’ Introduction

On behalf of the Centre for the Study of the Chinese Southern Diaspora, situated in the
Division of Pacific and Asian History in the Research School of Pacific and Asian
History at The Australian National University, we would like to welcome you to the first
issue of the CSCSD’s new bilingual electronic journal, Chinese Southern Diaspora
Studies (fyHE ﬁ%@hﬁ;"i‘%).

The journal seeks to be a resource for scholars interested in all aspects of Chinese
southern diaspora, by which we mean the traditional Nanyang, or “South Seas”, area,
including Southeast Asia, Australia, New Zealand, and the island states of the
southwestern Pacific. The editors take a wide view of the term diaspora, harking back to
the original Greek sense of its referring to people who are scattered, for whatever
reason, far from the area where the vast majority of their compatriots live. Diasporic
Chinese might thus have family roots going back many generations outside of China, or
be the first in their families to venture from their homeland into a wider world. In this
respect, the journal does not seek to theorize diaspora so much as to explore its
ramifications within a particular geographic area. To that end, each issue of the
Centre’s electronic journal will focus on a specific time or place or set of circumstances.
Volume Two will consider the contemporary period and examine Chinese in Australia,
New Zealand, and the southwestern Pacific Island states from the 1980s until today;
Volume Three (2009) will be devoted to Chinese in the Malay-speaking world, past and
present; and Volume Four (2010) will consider Chinese in the Nanyang during the Cold
War. Scholars working in these broad fields, who might want to contribute to future
editions of the journal, are encouraged to consult the CSDS website for more
information about the two categories of research that the journal accepts (fully refereed,
original articles of 6000—15,000 words; or research notes and data papers, published at
the editors’ discretion of about 4500 words) and for deadlines for submissions, etc.

This inaugural issue is consecrated to the memory of a path-breaking member of the
modern generation of historians of Chinese in the Nanyang, the late Jennifer W.
Cushman. Her two major works, published posthumously with editorial assistance from
Craig Reynolds—Family and State: The Formation of a Sino—Thai Tin-Mining Dynasty,
1797-1932 (1991) and her Cornell doctoral dissertation, Fields from the Sea: Chinese
Junk Trade with Siam during the Late Eighteenth and Early Nineteenth Centuries
(1993)—are classic texts in Siamese history as well as Chinese diaspora studies, while
her drive to understand Chinese revenue farming in nineteenth-century Southeast Asia
made her one of the intellectual forces behind the standard text, the 1993 collection
entitled The Rise and Fall of Revenue Farming: Business Elites and the Emergence of
the Modern State in Southeast Asia, edited by John Butcher and Howard Dick.

As a celebration of Jennifer Cushman’s pioneering work, the editors have gathered
a number of original research articles, and shorter research notes or papers, which
explore similar elements of Chinese history in the Nanyang to those that engaged her
attention. Reflecting the scope of this legacy for contemporary scholarship, these topics
range from explorations of Chinese commercial and familial networks, and their local
consequences, through to revenue farming, mining, and even the economics of illicit
activities and secret societies. In addition, the editors have included translations of an
important short essay by the late French scholar, Denys Lombard, which expounds a
different way of understanding relations between southern China and the Nanyang.
This piece admirably complements Jennifer's work while paying tribute to an important
scholar whose work should be more widely known beyond francophone circles.

We hope our readers will find things of interest among it all.

Nola Cooke and Li Tana
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