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..., , , ·• P()'ULATION ESTIMATES AND THE EFFECT OF CYCLONE TRACY 
DARWIN. JANUARY 197S ,. _ _j 

__ .,.·1 111 .., publication brings togcthc r various counts of the population of Darwin before and after cyclone- Tracy 

whi .. ·h 1.h:vastall'd Dllrwin o n C hri s tmas Eve 1974. The publkation takes into account the result s of a special population count 
tah·n 111 Darwin and neighbouring areas o n 2 January 1975. Details of the count will be published by the Po pulation Census 
Uranl h . 

S1a1istics of the e\llcuation and olhcr pos l-cyclone data 
~ Th<.· main so un.:c of 111formation about the dispersal of the Darwin population immediately following the 
cydom: art· li'itS o f names and addrc ~'>r.: °' of cva1.:uee~ prepared at the time ofthl' evacuation . The lists arc incomplete as they 
cxcludl.' m,rny of the people who !dt Darwin by l'ar . The nl't dim.:nsions of the cv;H.· uation. i.e . discounting people who 
n: turncd to 0Jrwin within a we...-k of the disaster . can be cstima ted by compari ng tl1e pre-cyclone populalio n with the results 
of a popula1ion count held o n 2 January 197S . Thl' population actua lly in Darwin thcreaher can be estimated from statistics 
of movt:mcn1 iniu and o ut of Darwin derived from the c mt.·r~l.' n l' y regjstration system operating from 10 January 1975. 
i•n~ons :uriving and depani ng are requin:d to i.:0111rlctc a form from which statistics can bt: compiled. For population 
l.'St imales. pcr.,ons ind ica ting that they intend to stay in Darwin fo r l'lix months or more . o r that they expect to he away from 
Darwin for less 1han six mo nths . art.' dl'f1nl'd as n.·siJl.' 11 b. a ll otlwr, ,l!'1> ,:,1111rs . 

Ho ward Sprin~ and Humpty Doo 
J Altho ul!,h theM:· plaL·es li l" out side thl· (;rl';lll'T Darwin Arca it is convenient for the purposl·s o f !his 
puhlicallon In indudl.' tl1t..• m in tht.· a rea designated as Darwin . In Ju ne 1971 . there were .!:?4 persons enumna1ed at fl oward 
Springs a nd 115 at Humpt y Doo . Tht: figures fo r June 1973 wcrt.· 075 and 127 . rt:spedivcly . T h e populatio n cnun1t.·ra1ed for 
th e two areas al 2 J anuary 1975. was 1,373 persons . • 

S1a1is l ics subject 10 amendment 
4 Tht.· s tatistics shown hclow fo r dares or perio d s subscqut:nt to th,: cydont: may bc amcnJcd in lhc light of 
.1 dJ11i om1I mforma1ion which may bt:l'Omc availab le in lhc future . 

TABLE I. DARWIN (al: ESTIMATED POPULATION 
JUNE 1971 TO FEBRUARY 1975 

R csidi•nts i,i Dan-.i,i (hJ Yisiwrs in Darwin To tali11Darwin ---- -----
_ _ _ /}<l="----'-'Ma=l,='-~F=""'=a"=' ~p="='o="'--~c.cf•='"'"-----'-'Fr=ma=/'=' ~p,="'=o•.c..•_.....cM-=•,·l.c.csc........._:_:fr=m•='"'---'-'/'c=rsu="=' _ 

30 June 1971 (c) 

l0 Junc\973 (d l 
JO Juno: 1914 id) 

2J:in. l 975(d) 
JO!an. 1915 
13 l"cb . 1915 

17.915 
20.094 

(c} 

1 ,525 
2,879 
4 .2 19 

15.74~ JJ,7 17 
18,566 38.660 

le) (c) 

2,8 10 10 ,335 
569 3,448 

1.161 5,380 

2.274 1.408 
3 ,400 1,900 

( c } (c) 

1.047 230 
7.134 3,439 

10.497 6,081 

3,682 
5.300 

le) 

1.211 
111 .573 
16,488 

20,249 
23 ,494 
25 .632 

8.572 
10.0 13 
14 .626 

11.150 31.399 
20.466 43,960 
22.306 47 .938 

J.040 11.612 
4,008 14 ,02 1 
7.242 21.K68 

(a) Grl'at~r Darwi n Area . Howard Sprints 1nd Humpt y Ooo. (b) See p1ragr11ph 2. (c) Population C~fl5us. (d) l'upulalinn Cou nt . (~) Nol 
availat'lk. 

TABLE 2. DARWIN EVACUEES BY FIRST DESTINATION, DECEMBER 1974 (a) 

Fin·t 
destination 

Elsewhere in Northern Tcrrito1y 
N1..-wSouthWalcs 
Victoria 
Queensland 
SouthAusl ralia 
\\\.-s1 Australh 
T:1sma nil 
Australi:rn Capital Territory 
Overseas 
Not Staled 

Total 

Males 

418 
4 .226 
1,242 
2,744 
3,678 
1,237 

51 
208 

39 
601 

14,444 

- ----------- -

Females Pcrrons 

498 916 
5.042 9,268 
1,482 2,724 
3,275 C,019 
4,389 8,067 
1.476 2,713 

61 112 
248 456 
46 85 

717 1,3 18 

17,234 31 ,678 

(a) Estimates based upon records of persons leaving by air and road afler the cyclone. The numbers are poasibly undent1ted because of the 
difficulty of en umerating all people who left by car. See paragnph 2. 

Australian Bureau of Statistics 
Canbem, A.C.T. 2600 

J. G. MILLER 
Acting Common,...lth Statistician 

NOTE. Inquiries concerning these slatistics can be made in Canberra by telephoning Mr P. A. Kaufmann on 63 9 11 I 
Exlension 2348 or, in each Slate capital , by telephoning the office of lhe Australian Bun,au of Slalislio;. 


