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MAIN FEATURES

At March 1983 of the estimated 5,087,200 households in 
private dwellings in .Yustralia 4,339,000 (85.3 per cent) 
had the te'ephone connected. The percentage of house­
holds connected was highest in the Australian Capital 
Territory (91.1 per cent) end lowest in the Northern 
Territory (76.1 per cent). 89.0 per cent of households in 
the six State capital cities had the telephone connected 
compared with 79.1 per cent in the rest of Australia.

Of the 748,200 households not connected 382,500 (51.1 
per cent) gave cost as the main reason for non-connection, 
and another 279,400 (37.3 per cent) said they had the use 
of a telephone elsewhere, did not need one, or were in 
rented/short-term accommodation.

Households consisting of married couples with or without 
children were most likely to have the telephone connected, 
and persons living alone end one parent families with all 
children under 15 years were least likely to have the 
telephone connected. Cost was the main reason for non­
connection for the one parent households but was not as 
important a rea.son for persons living alone.

Employed persons were more likely Io live in a household 
with the telephone connected than unemployed persons, 
89.0 per cent compared with 72.0 per cent.

Of the 212,900 males and 447,500 females living alone 
86.2 per cent of the females had the telephone connected 
compared with 59.9 per cent of the males.

Of the 1,965,300 persons aged 60 years and over 90.1 per 
cent were members of households with the telephone 
connected. However, of the 444,900 persons aged 60 
years and over who were living alone only 63.2 per cent of 
males compared with 90.0 per cent of females had the 
telephone connected.

EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction
A survey was conducted throughout Australia in 

March 1983 to obtain information on whether households 
in private dwellings did or did not have a telephone 
connected. Households which did not have a telephone 
were asked the main reason for not having it connected. 
Information was also obtained on the composition of the 
household and the characteristics of household members.

Coverage
2. The survey was conducted as part ol the regular 
population survey, which is based on multi-stage area 
sample of private dwellings 'about 33,000 houses, flats, 
etc.) and non-private dwelling.s (hotels, motels, etc.) and 
covers about two-thirds of one percent of the population 
of A.ustralia. However, for questions on telephone 
connections only people in private dwellings were 
included.

Scope
3. The household telephone connections part of the 
survey included all persons aged 15 years and over in 
private dwellings except:

4.

(a) members cf the permanent defence forces;

(b) certain diplomatic personnel of overseas govern­
ments, customarily excluded from census and 
estimated populations;

(c) overseas visitors holidaying in Australia;

(d) members of non-Australian defence forces {and 
their dependants) stationed in Australia;

(e) visitors to priva'e dwellings; and

(f) persons staying ,it caravan parks.

Because the telephone connections survey excludes 
persons in non-private dwellings and visitors to private 
dwellings (who are included in the labour force part of the 
population survey), employment data and totals of 
population, etc. in the telephone connections survey are 
not comparable with similar data published in The 
labour Force, Australia. March ¡983 (6203.0).

Survey method 
5. The information about telephone connections was
obtained within each selected dwelling by specially 
trained interviewers. Questions were asked of a res­
ponsible adult member of the household.
Definitions
6. A household is defined as a person living alone in a 
dwelling or a group of people living in the same dwelling 
and sharing the same cooking and bathroom facilities. A 
person or persons living in the same dwelling but having 
separate catering arrangements constitutes a separate 
household.
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7. Children include natural, adopted, step or foster 
children aged less than 15 years of age. Also included, for 
purposes of this survey, are persons of any age who were 
living with one or both of their parents and who had no 
spouse or children of their own present in the household 
at the time of the survey.

8. Connected!connection means that the telephone 
was functioning or only temporarily out of order.

9. Definitions ol labour force categories used in this 
publication are the same as those used in the labour force 
survey. More details can be found in The Labour Force, 
Australia (6203.C) See also paragraph 4 above.

(a) Employed persons comprise all those aged 15 
and over who, during the survey work;

(i) worked for one hour or more for pay, 
profit, commission or payment in kind in a 
job or business, or on a farm (including 
employees, employers and self-employed 
persons); or

(ii) worked for 15 hours or more without pay 
in a family business or on a farm (i.e. 
unpaid family helpers); or

(iii) were employees who had a job but were not 
at work and were: on paid leave; on leave 
without pay for less than four weeks up to 
the end of the survey week; stood down 
without pay because of bad weather or 
plant breakdown at their place of employ­
ment for less than four weeks up to the end 
of the survey week; on strike or locked out; 
on workers’cnmpensation and expected to 
be returning to their job; or receiving 
wages or salary while undertaking full- 
time study; or

(ii) were waiting to be called back to a full-time 
or part-time iob from which they had been 
stood down without pay for less than four 
weeks up to the end of the survey week 
(including the whole of the survey week) 
for reasons other than bad weather or 
plant breakdown.

(c) Persons not in the labour force are those who, 
during the survey week, were not in the categories 
‘employed’ or ‘unemployed’, as defined above. 
They include persons who were keeping house 
(unpaid), attending an educational institution 
(school, university, etc.), retired, voluntarily 
inactive, permanently unable to work, inmates 
of institutions (hospitals, gaols, sanatoria, etc.), 
trainee teachers, members of contemplative 
religious orders, and persons whose only activity 
during the survey week was jury service or 
unpaid voluntary work for a charitable organi­
sation.

J

Reliability of the estimates
10. Since the estimates in this publication are based on 
information obtained from occupants of a sample of 
dwellings, they are subject to sampling variability; that is, 
they may differ from the figures that would have been 
produced if all tne dwellings had been included in the 
survey. One measure of the likely difference is given by 
the standard error, which indicates the extent to which an 
estimate might have varied by chance because only a 
sample of dwellings was included. There are about two 
chances in three that a sample estimate will difler by less 
than one standard error from the figure that would have 
been obtained if all dwellings had been included, and 
about nineteen chances in twenty that the difference will 
be less than two standard errors. Another measure of the 
likely difference is the relative standard error, which is 
obtained by expressing the standard error as a percentage 
of the estimate.

(iv) were employers or self-employed persons 
who had a job, business or farm, but were 
not at work.

fb) Unemployed persons are those aged 15 and over 
who were not employed during the survey week, 
and

(i) had actively looked for full-time or part- 
time work at any time in the four weeks up 
to the end of the survey week, and:

were available for work in the survey week, 
or would have been available except for 
temporary illness (i.e. lasting for less than 
four weeks to the end of the survey week);
or:

were waiting to start a new job within four 
weeks from the end of the survey week and 
would have started in the survey week if the 
job had been available then; or:

II. Space does not allow for the separate indication of 
the standard errors of all estimates in this publication but 
a table of standard errors of persons estimates for general 
application follows. Since they are averages, based on 
calculations for a limited number of past labour force 
surveys (which are conducted monthly) over a wide range 
of labour force characteristics, these figures will not give 
a precise measure of the standard error of a particular 
estimate bui they will provide an indication of its 
magnitude.

12. Approximate standard errors of household estimates 
can also be obtained from the table of standard errors of 
person estimates. Although these figures were not derived 
specifically for household estimates they will gi,’e a good 
indication of the ‘■ize of household standard errors.

13. An example of the calculation and the use of 
standard errors in relation to estimates of households is 
as follows. Table I shows that the estimated number of 
households in South Australia with the telephone 
connected is 406,600. Since this estimate is between
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200,000 and 500,000 in the S.A. column of the standard
error table, the standard error will be between 2,600 and 
3,300 and can be approximated by 3,100 (rounded to the 
nearest 100). Therefore, there are about two chances in 
three that the value that would have been produced if all 
dwellings had been included ir. the survey will fall in the 
range 403,500 to 409.700 and about nineteen chances in 
twenty that the value will fall in the range 400,400 to 
412.800.

of households with the telephone connected in South 
Australia is between 87.3 per cent and 88.1 per cent and 
nineteen chances in twenty the proportion is within the 
range 86.9 per cent to 88.5 per cent.

17. The imprecision due to sampling variability, which 
is measured by the standard error, should not be

14. As can be seen from the standard error table, the
smaller the estimate, the higher is the relative standard 
error. Very small estimates are thus subject to such high 
standard errors (relative to the size of the estimate) as to 
detract seriously from their value for most reasonable 
uses. In the tables in this publication, estimates less than 
the lowest levels shown in the standard error table have 
not been published. Although figures for these small 
componentscan in some cases be derived by subtraction, 
they should not be regarded as reliable.

confused with inaccuracies that may occur because of 
imperfections in reporting by interviewers and respond­
ents and errors made in the coding and processing of 
data. Inaccuracies of this kind are referred to as the 
non-samplini!error, and they may occur in any enumera­
tion, whether it be a full count or only a sample.

Related publications
18. Other ABS publications which may be of interest 
include:

The Ixihour Force. Au.iiralia. March 1983 (620.1.0)— 
issued monthly.

15. Proportions and percentages formed from the ratio
of two estimates are also subject to sampling errors. The 
size of the error depends on the accuracy of both the 
numeratorand denominator. Theformula forthe relative 
standard error (RSE) of a proportion is:

R.SE (x/y) = \/[RSE(x)P-[RSE(y)P

19. Current publications produced by the ABS are 
listed in the Catalogue of Publications, Australia (i 101.0). 
rhe ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, a 
Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to 
be released in the next few days. The Catalogue and 
Publications Advice are available from any ABS office.

16. An example of the calculation and use of standard
errors in relation to proportions formed from the ratio of 
two estimates follows. Of the estimated 463,900 house­
holds in South Australia, 406.600 have the telephone 
connected, which gives a telephone connection rate of 
87.6 per cent. The standard error for 463.900 is approxi­
mately 3,200 so the relative standard error is 0.7 percent. 
The relative standard error of 406.600 is 0.8 per cent. 
Applying the above formula, the relative standard error 
of the proportion is \/(0.8)’ - (0.7)- or 0.4 per cent 
giving a standard error for the porportion (87.6 per cent) 
of 0.4 percentage points. Therefore there are about two 
chances in three that the proportion, i.;. connection rate.

Symbols and other usages
* subject to sampling variability too high for most 

practical uses (see paragraph 14)
— nil or rounded to zero

20. Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies 
may occur between sums of the component items and 
totals.

R. J. CAMERON 
Australian Statistician

STANDARD ERRORS OF ESTIMATES

Si:e of 
estirf ate N.S H l/c. Qld S.A. H'.A. Tas. S'.T.

Australia

number—
per cent 

of estimate

1.000 
1.500 
2,000 
2.500
3.000
3.500
4.000
5,000
6,000

10.000
20,000
50,000 

l(X),0(X) 
2fX).0(X) 
500.000

1 .OOO.(XX) 
2.000.000 
5.0(X).0(Xi

980 
1.100 
l.2(X) 
1.500 
2.000 
3.000 
3,900 
5.000 
6.900 
8,500 

l0,00(.

970 
1.100 
1.200 
1.400 
1.900 
2.700 
3,500 
4.400 
5,800 
7.000 
8.400

630 
690 
740 
780 
860 
930

1.200 
1.500 
2.2(X) 
2.8(X) 
3.600 
4.800 
5.900

460 
510 
550 
590
620 
680 
730 
900

1.200 
1,600 
2.100 
2.600
3.300

490
540
590
630
660
730
790
970

1.300
1.800
2.200
2.700
3.500

250 
300
330 
340
380 
410 
460
500 
530 
640 
810

..100 
1.300 
1.500

470
510
550
590
620
680
740
910

1.200
1.700

440 
480
510 
540
560 
610
650 
750
910 

1.100 
1.300

860 
920

1.000
1.100 
1.400
2.000 
2,900
3,900 
5.100
7.200 
9.100

I 1.000 
15.000

25.0
23.0
20.0 
18.0
14.0
10.0
5.8
3.9
2.6

0.9
0.6
0.3
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TABLE 1. HOUSEHOLDS IN PRIVATE DWELLINGS : WHF1HER TELEPHONE CONNECTED 
AND REASONS FOR NON-CONNECTION, STATES AND TERRITORIES, MARCH 1983

N.S. H'. yic. Qld S.A. ki'.A. Tas. N.T A.C.T Australia

Percentage 
of total 
house­
holds

Telephone connected— 
Capital city 
Rest of State

—’000

Total

Telephone not connected — 
Capital city 
Rest of State

Total

1,028.6
508.4

1.537.0

127.7
134.8

262.4

Main reason telephone not connected —
Waiting for connection 
Have use of phone 
elsewhere

Don t need one
Rented/short term 
accommodation

Cost/too expensive 
Other(d)

9.4

16.1
56.1

23.0
142.3

15.5

Total 262.4

858.6
314.3

318.0
323.9

303.4
103.1

283.2
87.3

46.3
66.7

(a) 
(a)

(a) 
(a)

(b)2.838.2
(c)500.7

55.8
29.4

¡.172.9 641.9 406 6 370.5 112.9 29.3 (57.7 4.339.0 85.3

86.2
66.9

56.1
99.5

33.5
23.7

38.1
35.1

10.3
20.6

(a) 
(a)

(a) 
(a)

(b)35l.9 
(c)396.4

6.9
7.7

153. ¡ ¡55.6 57.3 73.2 30.9 9.2 6.6 748.2 ¡4.7

6.5 7.5 28.7 0.6

8.7
40.5

13.6
73.3
10.6

153.1

8.0
35.2

18.5
73.1
13.3

155.6

12.6 17.1 6.2 3.2
39.4

172.4
0.8
3.4

3.7
31.9

5.0

6.6
35.6
9.3

18.8 4.0 3.5
67.6

382.5
1.3
7.5

57.3 73.2 30.9 9.2 6.6 748.2 °®** 14.7

Total households—
Capital city 
Rest of State

1,156.3
643.1

944.8
381.2

374.1
423.4

337.0
126.9

321.4
122.4

56.5
87.2

(a) 
(a)

(a) 
(a)

(b)3.190.1 
(c) 1.897.1

62.7
37.3

Total 1,799.4 1,326.0 797.5 463.9 443.8 143.8 38.5 5,087.2 100.0

—per cent —

Percentage of households 
in each State with tele­
phones connected 85.4 88.5 80.5 87.6 83.5 78.5 76.1 91.1 85.3

(a) Capital city/ rest of State details are not separately available for N.T. and A.C.T.
Canberra (see note (a).

(b) Excludes Darwin and Canberra (see note (a). (c) Includes Darwin and
(d) Among other reasons specified were ‘privacy*, ‘don’t like phones', ‘haven^ bothered*, ‘health reasons', etc. These however were individually not

statistically significant and were not coded separately in processing.

Ki
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TABLE 2. HOUSEHOLDS IN PRIVATE DWELLINGS : TYPE OF HOUSEHOLD BY WHETHER 
TELEPHONE CONNECTED AND REASONS FOR NON-CONNECTION, AUSTRALIA, MARCH 1983

Telephone connected Telephone noi connecied—reasons

Type of household Number

Percentage 
of house­
hold type

Wailing for 
connection

Preferred 
no connec- 

tion(a) Cost Other(b)
Total

Total households

’000 —TÌOO-

Persons living alone
Married couple only
Married couple with all children 15 

years and over
Married couple with all children 

under 15 years
Married couple with children all 

ages
One parent with all children 15 

years and over
One parent with all children under

15 years
One parent with children of all ages
All other households(c)

660.4
1,003.3

482.8

1,109.4

358.3

143.5

87.1
37.8

456 3

Total all households 4338.9

75.5
89.5

94.4

88.0

92.1

86.2

71.8
78.0
76.9

85.3

5.6
6.0

6.2

6.6

28.7

107.3
48.2

82.7
54.2

18.6
9.7

214.1
118.1

874.5
1,121.4

10.4 13.3 3.5 28.5 511.3

4'^.0 88.8 10.2 152.2 1,261.6

8.2

6.8

5.5

44.3

279.4

18.0

13.7

25.4
8.0

78.5

382.5

3.7

7.2

57.6

30.9

23.0

34.2
10.6

136.7

748.2

389.2

166.5

121.3
48.4

59,/.O

5,087.2

(a) Comprises ‘have use of phone elsewhere', ‘don’t need one’, and ‘rented/short-lerm accommodation'. (b) Among other reasons specified were ‘privacy’, ‘don’t like
phones’, ‘haven’t bothered*, ‘health reasons', etc. These however were individually not statistically significant and were not coded separately in processing. (c) Includes
households where, for example, a relative or a boarder lived with any of the above-mentioned household types, households consisting of two or more unrelated persons.
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TABLE 3. PERSONS AGED 15 YEARS AND OVER IN PRIVATE HOUSEHOLDS : SEX AND AGE 
BY WHETHER HOUSEHOLD HAS TELEPHONE CONNECTED AND REASON FOR NON-CONNECTION, 

AUSTRALIA, MARCH 198.1

Telephone eunnecied Telephone not connected—reasons

Number

Percentage 
of

H'aiiinf! Preferred

total connection
for no connec'

lion(a) Cost Other(b) Total Total

Males — 
15-24 years 
25-34 ..
35-44 ..
45-54 
55-59 ..
60-64 
65-69 
70-74
75 years and

Total

over

Females— 
15-24 years 
25-34 „
35-44 
45-54 ..
55-59 
60-64 „
65-69 .,
70-74 
75 years and

Total

over

Persons — 
15-24 years 
25-34 „
35-44 
45-54 
55-59 „
60-64 
65-69 „
7^74 
75 years and

Total

over

’000

1,026 I
983.1
896.4
670.8
325.1
268.3
206.5
153.9
150.4

4.680.8

?89.9
1,038.»

878.0
665.2
330.8
295.8
256.5
202.0
237.6

4.894.0

2.016.1
2,021.3
1,774.4
1,336.1

655.9
564.1
463.0
355.9
388.1

9,574.7

— ’000

81.5
83.8
89.8
88.5
89.5
88.5
88.6
86.7
87.4

86.1

80.9
87.0
91.4
91.1
91.7
91.1
93.4
90.3
92.5

88.2

81.0
85.4
90.6
89.8
90.6
89.9
91.2
88.7
90.5

87.2

11.0
11.0
3.0

79.1
64.2
33.8
37.1
17.6
15.7
12.0
10.2
9.8

131.3
102.0
54.3
38.2
15.3
15.1
12.3
10.6
9.0

12.0
12.7
10.3
8.9
5.1
3.0

233.3
190.0
101.3
87.0
38.1
34.7
26.4
23.6
21.6

1,259.5
1,173.1

997.7
757.8
363.2
303.0
233.0
177 5
172.1

30.8 279.6 387.9 57.7 756.0 5.436.8

8.5
9.3
3.4

70.1
48.9
25.0
21.8
11.1

6.7
10.5
7.6

140.0
88.0
47.1
36.2
15.9
13.7
8.7
9.0
8.0

14.6
9.5 
l.b
55

3.1

233.3 
155.7
83.0 
64.8
30.1 
28.9 
18 0 
21.7 
19.3

1,223.2
1,193.8

961.1
730.0
360.9
324.7
274.5
223.7
256.9

26.3

19.5
20,3
6.3
4.0

57.1

212.9 366.6 49.0 654.8 5.548.7

149.1
113.2
58.8
58.9
28.8
26.9
18.7
20.7
17.5

271.3 
1900 
101.3
74.4 
31.1
28.8 
21 0
19.6 
P.O

26 6
22.2
17.9
14.4
7.7
6.0
3.6

5.4

466.6
345.6
184.4
151.7
68.2
63.6
44.4
45.3
40.9

2,482.6
2,366.9
1,958.8
1,487.8

724.1
627.8
507.5
401.1
428.9

492.5 754.5 106.6 1,410.7 10,985.5
(a) Comprises 'have use of phone elsewhere’, ’don’t need one’, and 'rented/short-term accommodation'. (b) Among other reasons specified were ’privacy’, 'don’t like

phones;, 'haven’t bothered’, ‘health reasons’, etc. These however were individually not statistically significant and were not coded separately in processing.
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TABLE 4. PERSONS AGED 15 YEARS AND OVER IN PRIVATE HOUSEHOLDS : SEX, AGE AND EMPLOYMENT 
STATUS BV' WHETHER HOUSEHOLD HAS TELEPHONE CONNECTED, AUSTRALIA, MARCH 1983

Employed Unemployed
Not in the 

labour Force Total
Telephone Telephone Telephone Telephone

Con­
nected

Not Eereent-
fonnei'- 

ted
age con­

nette 4
Con­

nected

Not Percent- 
connec- age con-

ted netted
Con­

nected

jVoz Percent- 
connec- age con-

ted nected
Con­

nected

■

Not Percent-
connec­

ted
age con­

nected

Males— 
15-19 years 
20-24 ..
25-29 ..
3i>-34 ..
35-39 „
40-44 
45-49 
50-54 
55-59 
60-64 
65 years an'* over

—^’000

269.6 
395.1
431.5 
466.7
459.5 
369.9
310.9 
283.8 
249.0
122.4 
53.0

41..3 
99.2 
82.5 
63.7 
43.0
30.6 
29.2 
27.7 
22.3 
13.3

86.7 
799 
84.0 
88.0
91.4 
92.4 
91.4
91.1 
91.8
90.2 
95.0

Total 3.411.3 455.6 88.2

-•000- —'000 —*000

71 4
63.4
34.5
25.5
20.7
17.0
14.8
17.6
13.5
8.4

22.0 
39.6
22.3 
10.3 
II.I
5.1 
6.8 
6.5
4.1

76.5 
61.6 
60.8 
71.2
6* I 
77.0 
68.7 
73.1
76.5 
78.1

190.7 
35.9
13.5 
11.4
13.2 
16.1
162 
27.6 
62.6

137.5 
457.6

22.7 
8.6 
6.0
5.2 
5.4 
6.2
7.9 
8.9

11.7 
19.0 
68.3

89.4
80.8
69.2
68.7
71.1
72.2
67.2
75.5
84.3
87.9
87.0

531.7 
494 4
479.6
503.O
493.4
403.0
341.9
329.0
325.1
268.3
310.9

85.9 
147.4 
110.8
79.2 
59.5 
41.9
43.9 
13.1 
38.1
34.7 
71.6

86.! 
77.0 
81.2 
86.4
89.2 
90.6
88.6 
88.4
89.5 
88.5
87.7

287.2 130.5 68.8 982.3 ¡69.9 85.3 4.680.8 756.0 86.1
Females— 
15-19 years 
20-24 
25-29 .,
30-34 
35-39 ..
40-44 „
45-49 
50-54 ..
55-59 „
60-64 
65 years and over

230.2 
330.8 
267.6 
267.7
276.3 
232.3 
177.5 
134.0
103.3 
35.9 
18.4

38.8
66.8
37.2
22.1
15.4
13.7
11.9
7.8 
5.1

85.6 
1)3.2 
87.8 
92.4 
94.7 
94.5 
93.7 
94.5 
95.3 
940
93.1

68.8 
39.3 
24.9
25.8
21.7 
17.4 
il.O
6.9 
3.5

22.5
17.6
10.2
5.7
4.6

75.3 
69.1
70.9 
81.9
82.5 
f^5.1 
83.8 
92,4 
77.0

201.4 
119.4 
214.9
237.1
191.0 
139.3 
150.0
185.8 
224.0 
259 2
677.6

32.8
54.8
46.8
33.7
25.9
20.6
18.2
24.2
23.9
26.6
57.6

86.0 
68.5 
82.1
87.5 
88.1 
87.1
89.2 
88.5 
90.4
90.7 
92.2

500.5
489.4
507.5
530.6
489.0
389.0
338.5
326.7
330.8
205.8
696.0

94.1
139.2
94.2
61.5
45.9
37.1
32.3
32.5
30.1
28.9
59.0

84.2 
77.9
84.3 
89.6 
9Ì .4 
91.3 
91.3 
90.9

91.1 
92.2

Total 2.074 ! 222.3 9t'3 220.1 67.2 76.6 2.599.8 365.2 87.7 4.894.0 654.8 88.2
Persons— 
15-19 years 
20-24 
25-29 „
30-34 
35-39 „
40-44 
45-49 
50-54 
55-59 
60-64
65 years and over

499.8 
725.9
699.1 
734 4
735.8 
602.2 
488.4
417.8 
352.3 
158.3
71.4

80.0 
166.1
119.7
85.8 
58.4 
44.3
41.1
35.4 
27.4 
15.0
4.2

86.2 
81 4
85.4
89.5
92.6
93.2 
92.2
92.2
92.8 
91 0
94.5

140.3
102.7
59.5
51.3
42.4
34.4
25.8
24.5
17.0
9.2

44.5
57.1
32.5
16.0
15.7
8.0
8.9
7.0
5.2

75.9 
64.3
64.7
76.2
73.0
81.2
74.4
71.1
76.6 
79 5

392.1
155.3
228.5
248.5
204.2 
155 4
166.2
213.4
286.6
396.7

1,135.2

55.5
63.4
52.8
38.9
31.3
26.8
26.1
33.1
35.5
45.6

126.0

87.t 
71.0 
81.2 
86.5 
86.7 
85.3 
86.4 
86.6 
89.0 
89.7 
90.0

1,032.2 
983.8 
987.!

1,034.2
982.4
792.0
680.4
655.7
655.9
564.1

1,206.9

1800
286.5
204.9
140.7
105.4
79.0
76.1
75.6
68.2
63.6

130.6

85.1
77.4
82.8
88.0
90.3
90.9
89.9
89.7
90.6
89.9
90.2

Total 5385.5 677.9 89.0 507.3 197.7 72.0 3,582.0 535.1 87.0 9,574.7 1,410.7 87.2
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TABLE 5. PERSONS AGED 15 YEARS ANDOVER LIVING A LONE: SEX AND ACE BY 
WHETHER TEI.EPHONE CONNECTED AND REASON FOR NON-CONNECTION, 

AUSTRALIA, MARCH 1985

Telephone eonneeted Telephone not < onnei ted - reaxttn.t

Number

PercentaKe 
df 

total

i^'aiting 
for 

ettnneelion

Preferred 
no eon' 

neeiHm(a) Otherfh > T(Hal

Total
¡ierxons 

living 
alone

Males 
15-24 years 
25-54 
55-44 ..
45-54 ..
55-59 ..
60-64 „
65-69 ..
70-74 „
75 years and over

*000 •000

Total

Females 
15-24 vears 
25-54 ■ .. 
55-44 „
45-54 ..
55-59 ..
60-64 ..
65-69 
70-74 
75 years and over

Total

Persons 
15-24 years 
25-.54 „
55-44 „
45-54 
55-59 
60-64 ..
65-69 
70-74
75 years and over

Total

10,4 
549 
54.1 
25.5 
18.5
16.5 
15.5 
15.8 
22.1

54.1
67.0 
67 0
51.5
57.5
59.9
65.5
61.0
67.2

9.7
12.2
8.2

12.9
9.1
6.7
5.1
6.5
48

90
9.7
6.2
8.5
5.5
5.8
5.2
5.5
4.0

5.2
20.1 
27.0 
169 
240
15 8 
11.0
8.9 

10.1 
10.8

50.5 
Ki.9 
50.9 
49 5 
52..5 
27.2 
24.4 
25.9 
52.9

212.9

15.6
52.2
24.8
54.1
59.8
54.5
70.4
73.9

102.2

447.5

26.0
87.1
58.9
59 5
58.2
70,8
85.9
89.7

124.4

660.4

59.9

55.1 
n.4 
84.9 
82.4 
90.0 
88.5 
92.4 
88.0 
90.8

86.2

44.1 
70,6
75.5 
65.4 
76!
79.7 
85..5 
81 6
85.5

75.5 5.6

74.9 51.5 13.1 142.5 355 4

5.4

5.1
5.5

15.1
16.6
9.7

16.2
11.1
9.6

11.4
10. .5

107.2

6. .5
5.7
26
5.4
2.5

29
5.5

12.7
9.4 
4 5
7.4
4.5
7.1
5.9

10.1
10.4

28. .5 
41 6
29.2 
41.4
44.2 
61 6 
lb.2
84.0

112.6

31.4

15.2

8.8
11.9
6.0

6,1
6.9
7,1

82.7

5.6

5.6
2.6
5.0

y.5

18.6

71.6

52,8
56.1
21.1

18..1
18,0
14,8
20.2

214.1

519.1

58.9
125.4
80.1
90.7
76.5
88.8

100.7
109.9
145.5

874.5
(a) C«mpris'’s ‘have use «if ph«>ne elsewhere', ‘don’i need one*, and rented short-term aeeommodation'. (b) Among other reasons speciOcd were'privacy', ’don't tike 

phones;, 'haven't bothered*, 'health reasons', etc. These however were individuallv not statistically significant and were not CixJcd scpttraiely in prtKcs iiig.

J
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TABLE 6. PERSONS AGED 60 YEARS AND OVER IN PRIVATE HOUSEHOLDS : SEX, AGE AND WHETHER 
LIVING ALONE BY WHETHER HOUSEHOLD HAS TELEPHONE CONNECTED AND REASON FOR 

NON-CONNECTIONS, AUSTRALIA, MARCH 1981

Telephone connected Telephone not connected—reasons

Number

Percentage 
of 

total

ti'aiting 
for 

connection

Preferred 
no con- 

nection(a) Cost Other(b) Total

Total 
persons 

aged 
60 years 

and over

PERSONS LIVING ALONE

Males— 
60-64 years 
65-69 „
1^1^ „ 
15 years and

•000 -•(>00—

over

16.3
15.5
15.8
22.1

0

59.9
63.5
61.0
67.2

6.1
5.1
6.3
4.8

3.8
3.2
3.3
4.0

11.0
8.9

10.1
10.8

27.2
24.4
25.9
32.9

Total

Females— 
60-64 years 
65-69 -■
70-74 
15 years and

Total

over

69.8 63.2 22.9 14.4 3.3 40.8 no.s

54.5
70.4
73.9

102.2

301.0

88.5
92.4
88.0
90.8

90.0

3.5

5.1
5.5

3.5
3.1

7.1
5.9

10.1
10.4

61.6
76.2
84.0

112.6

15.7 ¡3.0 3.7 33.4 334.4
Persons- 
60-64 years 
65-69 
70-74 
75 years and

Total

Males— 
60-64 years 
65-69 
70-74 
75 years and

Total

Ferna les- 
60-64 years 
65-69 „
70-74 ..
75 years and

Total

Persons— 
60-64 years 
65-69 
70-74 
75 years and

Total

o\er

over

over

over

70.8
85.9
89.7

124.4

370.7

’000

268.3
206.5
153.9
150.4

779.2

295.8
256.5
202 0
237.6

991.9

564.1
463.0 
355.9
388.1

1,771.1

79.7
85.3
81.6
85.5

83.3

9.6
7.3

11.4
10.3

38.6

ALL PERSONS 60 YEARS AND OVER

88.5
88.6
86.7
87.4

88.0

91.1
93.4
90.3
92.5

91.9

89.9
91.2
88.7
90.5

90.1

3.4

6.4

15.7
12.0
10.2
9.8

47.8

11.1
6.7

10.5
7.6

36.0

26.9
18.7
20.7
17.5

83.8
(a) Comprises ‘have use of phone elsewhere', ‘don’t need one', and ‘renlud/shorl-term accommodation*.

7.3
6.1
6.9
7.1 3.5

18.0 
14.8
20.2 
21.1

88.8
100.7
109.9
145.5

27.4 7.0 74.2 444.9

—’000-

15.1
12.3
10.6
9.0

46.9

13.7
8.7
9.0
8.0

39.4

28.8
21.0
19.6
17.0

86.3

3.0

8.7

3.1

9.1

6.0
3.6

5.4

¡7.8

34.7
26.4
23.6
21.6

106.3

28.9
18.0
21.7
19.3

87.9

63.6
44.4
45.3
40.9

194.2

303.0
233.0
177.5
172.1

885.5

324.7
274.5
223.7
256.9

¡.079.8

627.8
507.5
401.1
428.9

1,965.3
(a) Comprises have use of phone elsewhere', 'don't need one', and 'renled/shorl-term accommodation' (b) Among other reasons specified were 'privacy' 'donl like 

phones, haven’t bothered , health reasons . etc. These however were individually not statistically significant and were not coded separately in processing.

® Commonwealth of Australia 1984 Printed by C. J. Thompson. Commonwealth Government Printer. Canberra


