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Information for Contributors
Parergon publishes articles and book reviews on all aspects of medieval and early modern 
literature, history and culture. We are particularly interested in research which takes new 
approaches and crosses traditional disciplinary boundaries. 

Submissions should be sent in MS Word or rtf, as an email attachment, to the Editor, Dr Anne 
Scott at anne.scott@uwa.edu.au. Hard copies (single-sided) can be sent to Dr Anne Scott, 
Editor, Parergon, History (M208), The University of Western Australia, 35 Stirling Highway, 
Crawley WA 6009, but authors must include an electronic copy (i.e. on CD). 

Articles should be between 5000 and 8000 words in length, double-spaced, with footnotes 
kept to a reasonable proportion, and accompanied by a short abstract. Prospective authors 
should consult the Parergon Style Guide before submitting. This can be found at: http://www.
parergon.arts.uwa.edu.au/submissions. In general, authors should observe the conventions 
of the Modern Humanities Research Association, as outlined in the MHRA Style Guide (2nd 
edn, 2008).

Book Reviews
Parergon publishes reviews of recent publications in medieval and early modern studies. 
Publishers are welcome to send relevant titles to Parergon, c/o History (M208), The University 
of Western Australia, 35 Stirling Highway, Crawley WA 6009.

Reviewers must be members of ANZAMEMS, and unsolicited reviews are not normally 
accepted. If you are interested in reviewing, please contact the Reviews Editor, Dr Toby 
Burrows at toby.burrows@uwa.edu.au.

Copyright
For articles published in Parergon, the author retains copyright. The author grants Parergon a 
world-wide, royalty-free, exclusive licence as the first publisher of the article in print and 
electronic versions of Parergon. The author agrees not to publish the article anywhere else for 
a period of twelve months after its first publication in Parergon (for further details on Open 
Access exceptions, please consult the website). The author may permit subsequent reprints 
elsewhere after this initial period of exclusivity and we ask that Parergon be acknowledged as 
the original place of publication.

Indexing and Abstracting services
Parergon is available in electronic form as part of Project Muse (from Volume 22, 2005), 
Australian Public Affairs – Full Text (from Volume 12, 1994), Wilson’s Humanities Full Text 
(from Volume 25, 2008) and Gale Academic One File (from Volume 25, 2008).

Parergon is indexed by:
APAIS	 Arts and Humanities Citation Index
Current Contents	 Humanities Index
Ingenta (UnCover)	 International Medieval Bibliography
MLA Bibliography	 Periodicals Contents Index
Scopus 	 Annual Bibliography of English Language and Literature (ABELL)

Parergon is included in the Thomson Scientific Master Journal List of refereed journals and in 
the European Reference Index for the Humanities (ERIH).
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Reviews

Treharne, Elaine and Greg Walker, eds, with the assistance of William 
Green, The Oxford Handbook of Medieval Literature in English, Oxford, 
Oxford University Press, 2010; cloth; pp. xiv, 774; 7 b/w illustrations 
(maps); R.R.P. US$150.00, £85.00; ISBN 9780199229123.

Weighing in at one and a half kilograms, this substantial volume is not a 
handbook in the literal sense, but it fulfils many of the other requirements 
of the manual for guidance in a particular area. Besides Elaine Treharne’s 
useful prologue, ‘Speaking of the Medieval’, which opens to scrutiny the 
continuities and changes of the long period from Old to Early Modern 
English, and Greg Walker’s epilogue on the large question of when the 
medieval period ended, there are thirty-five scholarly essays, not all of which 
can be examined here. Aiming to cover ‘key themes’ (p. v), they are grouped 
in fives under the capacious and permeable headings, ‘Literary Production’, 
‘Literary Consumption’, ‘Literature, Clerical and Lay’, ‘Literary Realities’, 
‘Complex Identities’, ‘Literary Place, Space, and Time’, ‘Literary Journeys’. 
An Index of Manuscripts, and a substantial general Index follow. The last has 
two entries, not cross-referenced, to Brunetto Latini (first and surname), 
both including Latini’s Trésor, but giving different page numbers.

Most of the essays are authoritative, yet also fresh and thought provoking. 
Some, such as Nicholas Perkins’s ‘Writing, Authority and Bureaucracy’, 
Ralph Hanna’s ‘Literature and the Cultural Elites’, and Thomas Bredehoft’s 
‘The Gothic Turn and Twelfth-Century Chronicles’, are innovative, in 
interpretation, material, and approach. A few, such as Nicola McDonald’s 
on the primer, and Bella Millet’s on the English sermon before 1250, draw 
helpful attention to understudied yet essential topics. Others, among them 
Gillian Rudd’s ‘Metaphorical and Real Flowers in Medieval Verse’ and Alcuin 
Blamires’s ‘Individuality’, offer alternative and recuperative readings. 

A. S. G. Edwards’s ‘Books and Manuscripts’ is a highly competent 
opening to Part I. The chapter introduces core information on the co-
existence of print, manuscript, and oral transmission; surveys the functions 
(administrative, literary, devotional) and locations of these activities (with 
reference to the most important productions), and examines the patterns 
of commercialization. There are brief footnotes in this essay (as in others) 
and a useful self-contained bibliography appended. (Not here, but in essays 
of others, there are a few footnotes without a corresponding bibliography 
entry, such as ‘Treharne 2003’, p. 5 and ‘Pettit 1984’, p. 380.) In ‘Textual 
Copying and Transmission’, Orietta da Rold takes an unusually direct look at 
manuscript-making processes and the agencies involved, which is extended 



Parergon 28.1 (2011)

	 265Reviews

in Simon Horobin’s lucid ‘The Professionalization of Writing’ and Elizabeth 
Evenden’s informative ‘The Impact of Print ... 1476–1575’.

Within Part II, Siân Echard’s ‘Insular Romance’ addresses the central 
matter of the non-English origins for works ‘en romanz’, and the generic 
difficulties of the term. John McGavin’s ‘Performing Communities: Civic 
Religious Drama’ looks at both medieval performers and, especially, medieval 
spectators, pointing out most perceptively (via town records and the play 
texts themselves) the interdependencies in public community contexts over 
time. This is matched by Elisabeth Dutton’s ‘Secular Medieval Drama’ (Part 
IV), which discusses carefully the lack of sharply defined boundaries between 
the dominating religious drama and the secular productions that began in the 
1490s, then developed into the household dramas of the Tudor period.

In Part III, Andrew Galloway’s ‘Visions and Visionaries’, benefits from 
the Handbook’s removal of the tight time-limits often given to the term 
‘Medieval’, considering with illuminating amplitude the possibilities of the 
long and varying tradition of dream works, literary and non-literary.

The topics of medieval individuality, autobiography, representation of 
identity (in terms of authority, race, religion, politics reputation, common 
or singular good, social status, nationality), occupy the authors of Part V, 
beginning with the wide and informed sweep of Kathryn Kerby-Fulton’s 
‘Authority, Constraint, and the Writing of the Medieval Self’. Two essays, 
Kathy Lavezzo’s and Samantha Zacher’s, are concerned with the ambivalent 
presentation of Saracens and Jews in medieval literary texts; Jacqueline 
Stodnick’s explores how ‘Emergent Englishness’ might be related to more 
than a New Israel.

Helen Fulton’s broad yet subtle study, ‘Regions and Communities’, 
opening Part VI, is given additional shading in the following surveys, ‘London 
Literature’ (Alison Wiggins), and ‘Reading Communities’ (Wendy Scase). 
Regions are further considered in Elizabeth Elliott’s ‘Scottish Writing’ and 
Thorlac Turville-Petre’s stimulating ‘Places of the Imagination’.

A tightly knit set of essays in Part VII covers travel writing of all kinds, 
encompassing the medieval exotic, origin myths, and medieval world margins. 
In several, Mandeville’s Book has a significant role; in Alfred Hiatt’s, maps are 
included, so that medieval thinking on traditional boundaries is presented, 
most usefully, in a form other than, yet explicatory of, the literary text.

For its care to provide highly competent yet invigorating approaches to the 
riches of medieval literature in English, the Handbook is highly recommended.

Janet Hadley Williams
English, School of Cultural Inquiry, CASS

The Australian National University
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