
A CLASSIFICATION OF THAI CLASSIFIERS 

SamAng HlRANBURANA 

One area which has hardly been touched and which has always baffled 

a non-Tha i speaker is t he use of c la s s ifiers . At first impre ss ion t here 

seems to be one c la s s ifier for e a c h  noun . My count ing , which I b e l i eve 

i s  fairly ext en s ive , reveals 7 5  in all , not c ount ing t ho s e  c las s if iers 

used a s  unit s in measurement of we ight , distance and t ime , nor t ho s e  

re ferred t o  by U .  Warotama s i kkhadit  ( 1 9 6 3 ) a s  ' redup l icati ve c la s s if i er s ', 

whic h is the u s e  of t he noun it self as it s own c la s s ifier such as 
1 5 1 1 /m yy  S�� 8  m yy/ ' two ha nds ' ,  nor c la s sifiers for t he non-c oncret e nouns 

2 4 
such as /wmm p/ ' a  f t a s h ' ,  / kmmk/ 'a rap ' .  

The fulle st account o f  t he u s e  o f  Tha i cla ssifier s can be found in 

No ss 1 964 . It i s  a word whic h occurs  wit h  a noun when a number and/or 

a d emonstrat ive i s  a l so pre s ent - / b u r i l  s�� � m u a � /  ' t wo c igare t t e s ' 
or / b u r i �  m u a �  n i 1 / ' t h i s  c igar e t t e ' .  However , in t he c ont ext wher e 

t he noun i s  u nd er stood , t he noun may be omit t ed ,  l eav ing i t s  c l a s si f ier 
1 5 5 

t o  ac t a s  t he head o f  a c la s sifier phrase - / S �� 8 s i i  l y a 8/ ' t he y e t t o w  
pack ' .  No s s  r ec ogni s e s  t hat t here are well over 2 0 0  c la s sifier s  in 

Tha i . He group s t hem int o four t yp e s : 

1 .  A unit c lass if ier whi c h  ha s a spec ific relat ionship wit h one or more 

c oncret e nouns . 

2 .  A metric classif ier whic h o c c ur s  in enumerat ion .  It ha s no sp ec ial 

r elat ionship wit h  t he noun in t he way t hat unit c l a s si f ier s do but it 

is u s ed for mea surement of a ma s s  noun int o  fixed unit or c o nvent ional 
3 5 1 

cont ent s o f  a c o nt a iner suc h  a s  in / k h a a w  s a a m  t c a a n/ ' t hr ee p ta tefu t s  
o f  r i c e ' .  No s s  al so d iv id e s  t he metric c la s s i f ier s into five subc l a s s e s  

namel y  ( 1 )  d i st anc e and s iz e ,  ( 2 )  weight , ( 3 ) cont ainer , ( 4 ) valu e ,  and 

( 5 )  t ime . 

3 9  

Hiranburana, S. "A Classification of Thai Classifiers". In Nguyễn Đ.L. editor, Southeast Asian linguistic studies, Vol. 4. 
C-49:39-54. Pacific Linguistics, The Australian National University, 1979.   DOI:10.15144/PL-C49.39 
©1979 Pacific Linguistics and/or the author(s).  Online edition licensed 2015 CC BY-SA 4.0, with permission of PL.  A sealang.net/CRCL initiative.



� o  SamAng HlRANBURANA 

3 .  A general classifier whi c h  o c c ur s  in enumerat ions aft er an ext remely 

�id e range of nouns wit h no spe c ial relat ionshi p s  wit h t ho s e  nouns . 

S ome o f  t hem can oc c ur even aft er ab stract nouns . The c la s s  i s  small 

and probably c lo s ed . No s s  not e s  t hat l �  c l a s sifier s belong to t hi s  

t ype . 

4 .  An imitative c la s s i f ier whi c h  i s  t he same t ype o f  c l a s sifier s 

re ferred t o  by Udom War itamasikkhad it ( 1 963 ) a s  ' redupl icat ive c l a s s i ­

fier s '  whi c h  has been ment ioned previously . 

In hi s c la ss ificat ion,  No s s  i s  pr imarily conc erned wit h  t he func t io n  

and u sage o f  t he cla s sifier s .  T here i s  l i t t l e  at t empt t o  relat e c l a s ­

s ifiers s emant ically w i t h  t he nouns t he y  repr e s ent . In No s s '  o p inion 

( 1 9 64 ) ,  "a far bet t er l ex icograp hical t e c hnique " used by Mary Haa s 

and o t her s ,  i s  t o  g ive t he unit c l a s s ifier in parent he s e s  aft er eac h 

c Dncret e noun l i st ed " and t hat " The semant ic c onr.ec t ion b et ween c l a s ­

sifier and noun may b e  bur ied s o  d eep i n  history t hat i t  make s n o  sense 

d e sc ript ive l y "  . 

Obviou sly , No s s ' d e spair over Thai c la s sifier s c an o nl y  l eave t he 

T ha i -l earner at a lo s s ,  wit h hi s memory t he only tool ava ilable t o  t ac kl e  

t hi s  area of Tha i  language . It i s  my contention , however , that there 

i ;  a definite semantic connection between a noun and its c la s s i f ier , 

a:1d t hat on being c onfront ed with an unknown o bj ect and given it s 

func t io n ,  mo st Tha i s  wil l more or l e s s  agree a s  t o  what c l a s s if ier t hey 

would use i f  o ne is required . 

It seem s  t hat one may group Thai ' spec ific c l a ssifier s '  into t hree 

maj or c l a s s e s  with t heir subc l a s se s . The s e , wit h spe c ifications by 

var iou s  l exical features  will give s elect ional rul e s  whi c h  will mat c h  

wIt h t he feature spe c i f ications  of a noun and permit t he noun t o  selec t  

i1; s appropr iate c l a s sifier . The t hr e e  maj or c la s s e s  are a s  fol l ows : 

1 .  Cla s sifier s ( amount ) 

1 . 1 . Clas Sifier s ( part it ive ) 

1 . 2 .  Classif iers ( pair ) 

1 . 3 .  Classifier s ( plural ) 

2 .  Clas sifiers ( shape ) 

2 . 1 .  Linear 

2 . 2 .  Quadrilat eral 

2 . 3 .  C ircular 

2 . � . Cyl indrical 
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3 .  C l a s s i f iers
( func t ion ) 

3 . l .  Weapon 

3 . 2 . Conta iner 

3 . 3 .  Vehic l e  

3 . 4 .  Mac hinery 

3 . 5 . Inhabitation 

3 . 6 . Too l  

I n  t h i s  paper , I will u s e  onl y  one area t o  illu strate m y  c o nt ent io n  

namely t he u s e  o f  C l a s s ifiers ( shape ) in whi c h  t here i s  a de finite 

c o nnect io n  b et ween t he c l a s sifier and t he shape o f  t he noun it is to 

go wit h .  

2 . 1 .  L inear Classif iers 

+l inear 

+tool -tool 

� +gripping hol d  -gripp ing ho ld 

I 3 / 1  
� +movable -mo vable 

/d a am/ / k h a n/ / 5 I 3 / s a a j /  / s e n/  

Noun s u s ed w i t h  eac h c la s s i fier : 2 

/ k ha A/ : 

5 / s a a j / :  
/ s e A / :  

/m i i f/ ( and it s noun c ompounds ) ,  / tc�� S/ ,  / s i a�/ ,  / k h e�/ ,  
1 . 1 I l / ka n k r a j / ,  / t h l a n/ ,  / p a j /  ( ' oar ' ) ,  /pa j / ( ' SFa t u Z a ' ) ,  

/ k hwa a �/ ,  / k h r a a d / ,  / t a l i �/ 
/ p ka t / ,  / p a a k ka �/ ,  /d i �/ 

5 � 3 2 4 3 1 / t h a n u u / ,  / n a a ma j / ,  / rom/ , / b e t / ,  / t c h� � n / ,  / s � �m/ ,  / t ha p p i  i i ,  
/s05/  
/ t h a n o �/ ,  / t h a a �/ ,  /m�na a�/ , / l am t h a a A/ ,  / k h l o� �/ 

5 1 / s a a j  p h a a n / ,  
/ t c h y a k  p h u u �  
/ 1  e �/ ( ' s t e e Z  

/ bam i 1/ ,  /wu � s e Al , /maj/ , / f a a j / ,  / k h e� k h a f / ,  
1 4 5 3 � 3 r�o � t h a aw/ , / p hom/ , / l u a t / ,  /d a a j / ,  / t c y a k/ ,  

wire ' ) ,  / s a a j t hoo r a s a �/ ( ' t e Z ep ho ne wire ' ) ,  
� 1 / s a a j  f a j /  ( ' e Z ea triaa Z wire ' )  

Befor e d i sc u s sion of t he c l a s sifier s  and t heir corre spond i ng noun s , 

o ne s hould ment ion somet hing about t he features u s ed her e .  The feature 

[ +l inear ] is u sed her e  t o  impl y  t hat l engt h is t he str iking f eatur e in 
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t he o bj ec t whic h in some c a se s ,  suc h a s  / t ha no�/  ' road ' ,  can have widt h 

a s  wel l . 

/ l e�/ i s  t he general c l a s sifier u s ed for a l inear tool whic h ha s t o  

b e  u sed wit h  a gripping hold suc h a s  /m i i t/ ' kn ife ' ,  / k h e�/ ' ne ed � e ' .  
/ t h i a h/ ' ca nd l e '  i s  perhaps  t he only one exc ept ion sinc e when one hol d s  

a c and l e , it need not b e  a grip . Thr ee of t he nouns u s ed wit h / l e�/ , 
namely / p ha t/ 'fa n ' ,  /p a a k k a �/ ' pe n ' and /d i �/ 'a kind o f  Chinese  weapo n ' 
c an b e  u s ed alt ernat ively wit h anot her c l a s sifier /d a a�/ . 

When t he tool i s  u s ed wit hou t  t he gripping hold , / k h a A/ i s  u s ed . 

W hen one hol d s  t ho se nouns , t he hold it self i s  nor e l i ke a support ( e . g .  

/ r o�/ ' um br e l la ' )  or 

rat her t han a grip . 

from t he same root a s  

' to g o  agains t ' .  

a c ount erweight effort ( e . g .  / t ha n u �/ ' bow ' )  
It i s  qu i t e  c ertain t hat t hi s  c l a s sifier i s  der ived 

t wo o t her word s :  / k ha a h/ ' to suppor t ' and / k h a a �/ 
� 3 / s a a J /  and / s e n/ are non-tool l inear c l a s sifier s .  The ba sic diff er -

e nc e  between t hem i s  marked by t he f eatur e s  [ + stat io nary J  and [ -stat ion-
s 1 2 aryJ . It may be argued t hat / s a a j /  i s  al so used for / t h o r a  s a p/ ' t e l e -

p ho n e ' and / f a t f a � /  ' e l ec tricity ' ,  but t h i s  u sage i n  fac t  r efer s t o  

t he t el ep ho ne and electric it y c onnec t ions  and not t o  t he wire whic h will 

b =  u s ed wit h  / s e �/ i f  a c l a s s if i er is requ ired . 

2 . 2 . Quadrilateral Classifiers 



+cubical 

+smoot h -smoo t h  

+quadrilat eral 

+partit ion 

� +penetrabl e -penetrable 

/ba a �/ 3 /d a a n/ 

-cubical 

-part it ion 

� +bound -bound 

+Pl i�iant +Pl i�iant 

2 / t c ha ba p/ / l e�/ 

� 
+br i t t l e  -br it t l e  

1 2 1 1  /p hreren/ / ba j / 



SamAng HlRANBURANA 

tlouns u sed wit h eac h c la s sifier : 

/ ba a h/ :  
/d a a �/ :  
, 2 / / t c  ha  ba  p : 
, 3 / I l em 2 :  

/ p hyy�/ : 

2 I p hffiffin/ 2 :  

1 I ba j / l : 

/ l e R/ ,  / t h� � �/ ,  /j a a b  l o �/ 
5 1 3 3 5 1  2 / h i n/ ,  /d i n/ ,  / k h i i / ,  /meek/ , / k ha nom pa Q/ ,  / ? i t/ ,  

/ n a a� k hffiffi �/ , / s a b u 5/ ,  / n a a� t a a �/ ,  /d i h  n i a �/ 
1 3 2 � 1 / p r a t u u / ,  / n a a  t a a Q/ ,  /ka t c o k  Qa aw/ 

1 4 5 3 /k am p hffiffiQ/ , / r u a / ,  / f a a / ,  /d a a n /  
2 5 5 1  1 5 2 5 / t c o t  m a a j / ,  / n a Q s y y  p h i m/ ,  /wa ra s a a n/ , / ? e e ka s a a n/ 
2 5 2 4 2 5 / sam u t/ ,  / n a Q s yy/ ,  / s am u t ba n t y k/ ,  /n i t a ya s a a n/ 

/ s y�/ ,  / p h ro�/ ,  /ma a �/ ,  / n a �  s a E / ,  / p h a �/  ( and it s 
3 3 3 4 1 

c ompound nouns , e . g .  / p h a a  ? ��m/ , / p h a a  t c h e t  t u a/ et c . )  

1 � 3 5 1 / k r a - d a a n / ,  / s a Q - ka - s i  1 / ,  / k r a - b ya l)/ , / k ha - nom p a Q/ ,  1 5 '- l 1 / j a a Q/ ,  / n a Q/ ,  / k r a - d a a t / ,  /ma -mu a � k ua n/ 
3 4 2 3 .2 5 / r u u p/ ,  / t ho n - na ba t / ,  / p ha j / ,  / b a t / ,  / t u a /  

T he f eatur e s  [ +quadrllat eral ] ,  [ +cubical ] ,  [ +bound ] , [ +pl iant ] need 

some qual ification her e .  [ +quadr ilat eral ] only implies  t hat t he obj ec t 

ha s bread t h  and l engt h  while  [ +cubical ] does not mean t hat it i s  

a c t ual l y  c ub ic al , o n l y  t hat i t  ha s t hic kn e s s  add ed t o  it s l engt h and 

bread t h .  [ +bound ] here impl i e s  t hat t he obj ec t ha s l eaves whi c h  ar e 

suppo sed t o  be ( bound ) toget her ; henc e / na Q - s y �  p h i �/ ' newspaper ' i s  

[ +bound ] a l t hough it  i s  actual l y  not bound . [ +pl iant ] means ' c an b e  

folded ' a s  well a s  ' suppo sed t o  be folded ' henc e / r u u �/ 'a  p ho t ograp h '  
i s  [ -pl iant ] becau s e  it i s  not suppo sed t o  be fo lded . 

Since t he diagrams u sed in t hi s  paper are self-explanator y ,  t her e 

will b e  not e s  only for i t em s  whic h  requ ire explanat ion or mod ificat ion . 

A s  / t hffiffi �/ l and /k���/  ar e d is t inct ive by r ea son o f  t he f eature 

[ smoo t h ] , o ne may argue t hat t hi s  is  not t he ca8e  wit h /na m - k hffiffi�/ ' ia e ' 
a nd / s a - bu a /  ' soap ' whic h c an be smoo t h  but have t he feature [ - smoot h] . 

B�t / n a a �  k hffiffi�/ i s  quite uneven when c ompared wit h t he nouns whic h u s e  

/ t hffiffi �/ l ike /j a a b  I O P/ 'rubber (era s er ) ' ,  and / t h�� 6/ ' ingo t ' .  
/ s a - bu 5 /  i s  a loanword and it would b e  qu it e l eg it imat e t o  l eave it out 

i �  t he anal y s i s . However , it is probably bet t er t o  treat t hem as 

e lCc ept ions . 

/ k r a - t c o �  Q a a�/ 'mirror ' al so ha s t he feature [ +penetrabl e ] . Thi s 

i s  bec ause I have t a ken t he feature [ +pen etrable ]  to mean ' any kind of 

p =netrat ion beyond t he part it ion ' whi c h, in t he c a s e  o f  a mirror , one 

a,� hiev e s  t hrough v i s i o n .  
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3 
It s hould be not ed her e t hat / l em/2 i s  a different c la s si f i er from 

t he homophono u s  l inear c la s sifier / I e'/ , in t he previous sec t io n .  
2 /k r a -d a a t/ ' paper ' i s  anot her exc ept ion a s  it ha s t he feature 

[ +br itt l e ] . Thi s is a loanword from Portugu e se . A c o l l eagu e of mine 

ha s g iven an int ere st ing explanat ion t hat it is qu i t e  po s s i bl e  t hat 

t he early form o f  paper c ould be t hic k and c r i spy and t hi s  would have 

fitted t he featur e .  However, t hi s  i s  merel y  c onj ec ture . /j a a 6/ 
'rubber ma t ' ,  / n a �/ 'dried s kin ' and /ma -mu a Q k u a �/  'dried mango p a s t e ' 

are no exc ept ion i f  one ext end s t he f eature [ +pl iant ] t o  inc lud e  

o bj ec t s  whic h are not suppo s ed to b e  folded . 

2 . 3 .  Round Classifiers 



+hollow 

+gl�a S S  

3 
1 1 u u  kl 

+round 

+spher ic al 

-hollow 

� 
+big -big 

� 
+root -root 

I 5 
I h u a / , 

� 
+c luster -c l u st er I +for�rmal I 5 I 5 11 
I hu a / 2 I p ho nl I ba j / 2 # 

- sp her ical 

+c ircumferent ial 

+op en�ening 

A 
+flat -flat 

I 2 
1 paa  kl 

-c ircumferent ial 

+rad i�d iate 

� 
+flat -flat 

I 5 
1 r i a  nl 
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Nouns u sed for eac h  c l a s s i f i er :  

/ 1  u u k/ ,  / p ho �/ :  

5 / hu a/ 1 : 

5 / hu a/2 : 

/ 1 u u � b�� �/ ,  / 1 u u � t h e n - n i �/ ,  / 1 u u � p i Q - p�� b/ ,  
/ 1  u u k k:J� f/ 
/ h u � h���/ ,  / k r a - t h i a�/ ,  / h u � t C ha J t ha a�/ ,  

7 2 2 / p ha k ka a t/ ,  / k hffiffi - r � � t /  
2 1 2 2 5 5 1  / k r a - 1 am p 1  i i i ,  / p ha k ka a t  h ��m/ , / h u a  p 1  i i /  

/ p ho �/ or /ba J / 2 : 1 1 3 1 3 1 3 / tffiffi Q  moo/ , / s om/ ,  /ma - n a aw/ ,  / som ? oo/ , /ma -mua Q/ , 

2 / p a a k/ : 

/ p hu a  �/ :  
/r i a �/ :  

1 � 1 1 � /ma 1 a k��/ , / k l u a j / ,  / tffiffiQ  kwa a / ,  / f a k/ 

1 1 5 I 3 2 � /wo Q k l om/ , /Wffiffi n/ , / ka m - l a J / ,  / p ha j / ,  /ma a k  r u k/ 
1 5 � /maa - l a j / ,  / n a Q s a - t i ki 

1 1 / Q y a n / ,  / t r a a /  
/ t a -wa �/ ,  /d ya A/ ,  / d a a �/ ,  /w i n - j a a A/ ,  / r � j pya A/ 

2 4 1 2 1 /d�� k m a j / ,  / t h� � Q  j i p/ ,  / ku n - t cffiffi/ 

The featur e [ +spherical]  is not to be taken l it eral l y . Here , it 

means any round o bj ect  iwt h  a t hird d imension . [ +opening] i s  u s ed for 

any o bj ec t with a c ircumferent ial top and anot her part attac hed to it . 

/ l u u �/ i s  u s ed for a hollow spher ic al o bj ec t . However , it s sp her ical 

feature i s  v er y  strong and it s use  i s  a l so ext end ed t o  o bj ec t s  whic h 

are not hollow suc h a s  all round fruit and vegetabl e s .  Henc e i t  i s  u s ed 
1 

alternat ively wit h / ba j / .  Thi s c o nnec t ion wit h  fruit and vegetabl e s  

r e su l t s  in t he use  o f  t hese t wo c la s sifier s  for any fru it and vegetable 

whic h in fact of c yl indr ic al s hape l ike / f a k/ 'marro w ' ,  and / tffire � kwa �/ 
1 1 'cucumber ' .  / ba j / 2 here i s  homop honous wit h / b a j / l whic h i s  u s ed for 

non-br i t t l e  flat quadrilat eral obj ec t s .  

/ hu �/ l whic h i s  used for a round root i s  l ikewi se u sed for any root 

whi c h  may not be spher ical in s hape , l ike a c arrot or a t urnip . 

The d i st inc t ive feature for /d u a �/ and /d�� �/ i s  [rad iat e ] . It seems 

strange t hat / d u a �/ s hould be u sed with /w i A j a a A/ ' s o u l ' whic h is an 

abstrac t noun . But t he Tha i  beli eve t hat t he soul i s  a luminous ball 

whic h l eave s a body on one ' s  d eat h ,  a s  often ment ioned in Tha i  l i t er ­

ature . Anot her strange noun t o  use  with /d u a 6/ i s  / r�� j p ya A/ ' s ta i n ' 
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hut a stain t o  b e  u s ed wit h  t hi s  c l a s s ifier ha s t o  be of t he kind whic h  

�;tart s with a spot and t hen rad iat e s  i n  a l l  directions . 

The u se of /wo h/ i s  al so ext ended t o  people sitt ing for a game of 

card s or c he s s ;  it is  al so u sed for an orc he stra or a drama group , all  

o f  whic h are abstrac t . However t here seems t o  b e  a c oncret e c o nne c t ion 

i f  one take s it t o  refer t o  t he gat her ing it sel f .  

2 . 4 .  Cyl indrical Classifiers 



+lengt h 

+conta�ntainer 

+c ylindr ical 

+hollow 

-l engt h 

-------------
A � 

/k r a  - b::> ::> �/ / l a�/ 

+weight -weight +cont a iner -conta iner 

+fl�r -' O lll�' t 1ve 
� , 

/ p h a p/ /mu a n/ /mu a n/ / 5 ::> ::> 1)/  / l::> ::> t/2 / p l ::> ::> I)/ 

-ho l l o w  

� 
+ s t em -stem 

/ t o�/ 

� 
+we ight -weight 

/ t h::>::>�/  
or / d u � /  

> 
n 
r;: 
en 
en 
H 
'"':I 
H 
n 
� 
H 
o 
Z 
o 
'"':I 
..., 
� 
H 
n 
r;: en 
en 
H 
'"':I 
H 
� en 
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Houns u sed wit h  eac h c l a s sifier : 

/ p ha �/ : 
/mu a �/ :  
/mu a �/ :  

2 / 1 :> :> t/ 2 : 

/ t h:> :> �/ : 

3 / t halal l)/2 : 

/ p y y �/ ,  / f a J t e a a ]/ ,  / k h a a � l a a�/ 

/ p h a �/  
/ k r a - d a a � / ,  / s a�  1 i t / ,  / k r a - d a a i t e ha m - r �/  
/ . � / / 1 4/ bu - r l l ,  t h::> ::> l) m u a n 

2 1 3 1  2 5 2 1 / l ::>::> t  ka a - falal/ , / l :> :> t  j a a / ,  / l :> :> t  ( p hom ) / ,  / l :> :> t  n i i - ? :> ::> n / ,  
f r ob m u a �  p ho�/ 
/j a �/  

1 5 3 4 / S U I)/ , / sa w/ ,  / t o n  ma a j /  
4 1 2 1 3 /ma a j / ,  / k r a - b:>:> I)/ ,  / l e k/ ,  / p l a a / ,  / t e hya k/ 
1 2 4 / f yy n/ ,  / l e k/ ,  /ma a j /  

2 1 2 5 / bu - r i i f ,  / 5::>:> 1) t e o t  m a a j /  
/ t e h:> ::> k/ ,  /d i n - s:> 5/ ,  / pa a k - ka 1/ ,  / p h u u - ka �/ ,  /j a a �  l o �/ , 
/ ? a j - t i �/ 

� 1 I 5 / k r a - b:>::> k/ i s  u sed for / p yyn/ ' gu n ' and / f a J  t e ha a j /  ' torc h '  a s  t he 

emp ha s i s  i s  o n  t he t ubular natur e o f  t he t wo obj ect s .  One may raise  
2 

t he que st ion t hat / bu - r  i i /  ' c igare t t e ' i s  not hollow but it i s  so 

featured becau s e  o f  t he need t o  different iat e nouns u s ed wit h  /m u a �/ _ 

t hat i s  rolled heavy o bj ec t s  - from t he l ight one s .  The se t wo c la s s i ­

f i e r s  s hould b e  treat ed toget her a s  t hey der ive from t he ver b  /m u a �/ 
' to ro l l ' .  It can al so b e  argued t hat a c igarette  i s  never t ight l y  

1 2 � pac ked . / 5:>:> 1) t e o t  ma a J /  ' e nv e Zope ' ha s t he feature [ +hollow]  a s  it i s  

hollow when opened . 

/ t h:> :> �/ and /du �/ ar e u s ed alt erna t ively but in applying one o f  t he s e  

c la s si f i er s  t o  t he same obj ec t , one i s  more c o n s c ious o f  t h e  weight when 

/ d u �/  is u s ed . 

In t hi s  paper , I have u sed 28 features  t o  different iat e 4 3  cla s s if ier s 

whic h are u s ed wit h  1 7 3  nouns . The number of t he nouns i s  in fac t 

g reat er a s  some o f  t hem are generic ( l ike 'fZ ower s ' ,  ' tr e e s ' ,  ' fr u i t ' ) .  
A great number of c ompound s c an al so b e  formed wit h many nouns c it ed . 
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It may not seem economical but one s hould t a ke int o account t hat when 

ot her c la s s if i er s  are analy sed, t he same featur e s  can be appl i ed again . 

Nonethel e s s, i t  should b e  seen c l earl y  from t hi s  illu strat ion t ha t  

t here i s  a definite semant ic c o nnect ion bet ween t he noun and t he c la s ­

s i fier . In c ompl et ing t hi s  paper , I have acc idental l y  come acro s s  t he 

t hird scale of c orre spond enc e whic h  i s  t he c o nnec t ion bet ween t he vowel 

of t he c l a s s ifier s a nd t heir shap e s  for all round c la s sifiers  exc ept 
4 2 3 t hree ( / p ha p/ ,  / pa a k/ ,  / t h�� Q/ ) have round ed vowel s while t he o t her t wo 

group s have unrounded vowel s .  It may not be far from t he trut h t o  say 

t ha t  although language is ar bitrary, t here i s  ev id enc e of i t s  imitat ive 

nat ure whic h i s  found more in some language s t ha n  in ot her s .  

N O T  E S 

1 .  In t hi s  paper, J . G .  Harr i s ' devic e for marking t one s i s  u s ed, i . e . 

t he super scr ipt number s ;  1 for t he mid t o ne, 2 for t he low tone , 3 for 

t he fal l ing t one, 4 for t h e  high tone and 5 for t he r i s ing tone . 

/y/ will al so be u sed for [m]  and / t c/ , / t c h/ for / t v/ , / t v h/ r e spec ­

t ive l y . 

2 .  My apologies  for not giving an Engl i s h  translat io n  for t he no n-Tha i  

reader a s  it  t end s t o  d i stract one ' s  at t ent ion in read ing . A l ist o f  

Engl i s h  equ ival ent s i s  g ive n ,  in t he same order a s  t he word s o c c ur in 

t he art ic l e ,  in t he append ix . 
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A PPENV I X  

2 . 1 .  Nouns u s ed wit h l inear c l a s s ifier s 
1 / 1  emi l : 

/ d a a�/ : 
/ k ha �/ :  

5 / sa a j / :  
I s eA/ : 

knife, ho e ,  spade, needle,  s c i s s or s ,  cand l e, oar, axe,  
prongs, spa tu l a .  

fa n, pen,  a kind o f  Chinese  weapo n .  

bow, bow, umbr e l la ,  fi s hing rod, spoon,  fork,  ladle,  ba nj o . 

road, way,  riv er, s tr eam, cana l .  

fan b e l t,  egg noo d l e ,  transparent  noodl e ,  s i l k  t hr ead, 
c o t to n  t hr ead, b e l t, s ho e  laces,  ha il', wire, t hr ead, s tr i ng ,  
s t e e l  wir e ,  t e l ep ho ne wir e,  e l ectric a l  wire . 

2 . 2 .  Nouns u s ed wit h quadrilat eral c l a s s ifiers 
3 I t haHll l)/ l : 

3 Ib:Jl) / :  

I ba a �/ : 
I d a a �/ :  
I t  c ha - ba pi : 

3 1 1 em/2 : 
5 I p hyyn/ : 

2 I )  hrerenl 2 : 

iron,  i ngo t, rubber era ser . 

s tone,  c lay,  s h i t, c l oud, a l oaf oj' br ead, br ick,  i c e  
c u b e ,  s o a p ,  sugar c u b e ,  p l a s ti c i n e .  

d o o r ,  window, m irror . 

wa l l ,  fenc e,  room wa l l ,  s ide (e . g .  o f  a triang l e ) . 

l e t t er ,  newspaper, jou rna l ,  document . 

exerc i s e  book,  book,  diary, maga z ine . 

mat,  carpe t,  curtain,  hide, c l o th (and it s compound noun s ,  

e . g .  nappy, towe l ,  etc . )  

p l a n k ,  c orruga t ed iro n, t i l e ,  a s l i c e  of br ead, rubber 
ma t (in t he car ) ,  dr i ed s kin, paper, dri ed ma ngo pa s t e .  
p ho tograph, ba n kno te, card (for p laying ) ,  ( i nv i ta t i o n )  
card, t i c ke t .  

5 2  
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2 . 3 .  Nouns used wit h round c l a s s if i er s  
2 / 1 :J :J t / :  

/ 1  U u �/ ,  / p ho �/ : 
5 / hua/ 1 : 
5 /h u a/ 2 : 

e Z e c tric bu Z b, g Za s s  bu l b  (u sed for experim e n t ) .  

ba l Z ,  tennis  ba Z Z ,  p ingpong ba Z Z , go Z f  ba Z Z .  

o nion,  gar Z ic ,  turnip, l o ng Z e t tu c e ,  carro t .  

ca b bage,  l e t tu c e, banana flower . 
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1 / p ho �/ , / b a j /2 : m e Z o n, orang e ,  Z emon,  p om e l o ,  mango, papaya , ba nana,  
cucumber, marrow .  

2 /pa a k/ :  
1 /WO r)/ : 

/ p hua �/ : 
/ r i a �/ : 
/d u a  �/ : 
/d :J :J �/ :  

fi s hing n e t ,  fis hing n e t . 

c irc l e ,  ring, brac e Z e t ,  card gam e ,  c h e s s  gam e .  

gar Za nd, a bunc h o f  rubber bands . 

c o i n ,  meda Z .  

sun, moon, s tar, sou l ,  s ta i n .  

fZowers,  a kind o f  Tha i s w e e t ,  key . 

2 . 4 .  Nouns u sed wit h c yl indrical c l a ssifier s  
2 / k r a - b:J:J k/ : 

/ 1 a�/ : 
/ p ha p/ : 
/m u a �/ :  
/mua �/ : 

/ p l :J:J �/ : 
/ t o�/ : 
/ t h:J :J �/ : 

/d u �/ :  
/ s:J :J h/ : 

3 / t haHIlr)/ 2 : 

p i s t o l ,  torch,  Tha i d e s s e r t  c o n t a i ned i n  bamboo tub e .  

bamboo s tem . 

c l o t h  (ro Z Z ed ) . 

(ro l Z ed )  paper, a ro l Z  o f  c o t to n  wo o l ,  to i l e t ro l l .  

c igar e t t e ,  ro l l ed panca ke . 

dri n king s traw, syr i nge,  a r o l l  of ha ir,  fluor e s c e n t  
tube,  hair ro l l .  
r e ed .  

l o g, p o l e ,  tre e s . 

wood, a weapo n  made o f  wood, iron bar, a big p i e c e  o f  
fi s h ,  rop e .  

log  (for fir e ) ,  iron bar, woo d .  

a pac k of c igar e t t e s ,  env e lo p e .  

c ha Z k, penc i Z ,  p e n ,  pa i n ting bru s h, ru bber era s er ,  i c e  
l o Z Z y .  
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