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This stodvy is aoncerned ¥ith Ttolion eet lament in the indueirzd

eity of Port Pirie,South Avstrolisz, The nroblem to explain the kind

and degree nf aswimiletion among migrants of Thelisn descend was bhound

problam of sroup integratior,since the THalisns vh

un with the farthem

anreered Janst sasimiloted Tormed fthemeelves into 5 cohesive rooisl

.

proun, and the most agsimilated Ttelians resisted sroup irtegration,
A I &

Beczuge of fthis voristicor in srouning the atudy of the sseimiistion of

L

izns in Fort Yirie became one of the effect of group integrstion

oy

I
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T oscointy - that Ie,thet pnortion of the

on aasimilaftiorn into the he

adapted country where the migrants chose 1o settle,

e degree of aseinilation was net amernble to guantative messux

ment, bt was gauged comraratively hy the knovledge thet the migrants
hod of the hoet goniety
willivgnegs of +ths heogt society te scoert them on 2 similar fooking

Tinm he ko ety Yo sgaert thom o wimilar foobing

ir fthe =sooiety. The problem of assimilation woas comnlissted hecousze the

ad country and the hogt sccieiy were not themselves uniform,and
3 . p n rems

it i3 dvbious whether there weas any one set of valves zhout which all
tnstralisneg were agrecd. Thue the Type of sxnlsnation of asszimilstion

which derpended on the renlzcement of an Ausiralisn ethes,deserihed by

Liatire typical Anstrelisn behevienr traits and ewpectatipns sg critferi

Ty an Ttalian ethos was toe Facile.and the study of =snch = fransformat-

‘

ion wonld have masnt tha®t scuzl sttertion should be given to Austreslian

"

nd Ttalisn folkwavs, Such a etudy would have Jdemended more time and
resauroes than T hed st my disposal,
Umifomity conld be mere saeily schievad hr the migrant sroup

than the host society,and so lorg =28 i+ remained small in sire it could

<



ixe
retain a ¥2ir degree of homogereity, which mede the sftudy 2 less impos
ing one o hegin with. Pat;since the move caherent Ttalian ecproup
corposed of Molfetieme figshermen ard their families wae virtuslliy =

cloged communi tr,snd the fishermen were not given to malking shstractic

or verbalising their motives Tor action,there wers many initial d4iffir

nlties, The study wecame 1o denend on patient zand narticiyeant ohserva-
tion of groun heheviour in 2 variety of settings. Thise gave an interac

tional biase te thz stndy which, however,weg not a gshorteomine sinece

interaction was implied in groun analysiz,

firoup membershin and inter=ction were hoth seleciive Drocesres,
Peonle helornged to groups for the same resson that they made friends -
they wanted to express themselves frecly and economically on =2 variet
of subiects,and to havs their wants recognized by others., Suecessfol
interachion tended te draw reonle together hecause there were alweys
other neopls ontside,with whor it wes difficult o infteraet and beeome
intimete. Temneramenital and experiental dAiffersnecs out regltraining
harriers on interaction. Llscyhefors pecple could nommuriévtp with on

another *they must at first agree sbout the mee2nings of the symbele *the

overtoned in

uged, Some of the symbols might athain specisl emotiom
that they wera adoprted 2% a critical stage in th-~ development of the
individngl, The interactionsl anpreoach *o asgeimilation raised =1t the
ontges the problems - Why dc zroups arige,and why do @ome grouns ners-
igt ? = and indicated thet the snswers to the problems wonld have

to be sought in the values upheld hy the groups,

The firzt problem was mat  in relaticn *to the fTormztion of
ar Italizn community in Port Piriz in Cheoters Two sand Thres, The

amswer to the second was srcught irn sn account of femily solidarity



Xa
and the sozlelisstion ¢f the individnsl in 2 family =setting in Chapte:
Four, The discogeion of valuss themselvas was left to Thapter Seven.
The nouestion of chﬁngeé in valie and walue orientation lad directly
to the nreblem of assimilstion,wHeh wae congidered ag a pert of =ocls
change in the final charter. Materisl more directly concerning change
within the most solidary of irngtitntions in the ¥elfettesse comrmunity -

that of the family - were considered immedistely after the dizcusdgon

CH

of the femily,end in Ohipater Five.

The influence of aize 2nd comron exyperience were crucial fo
grour formafion ana intesration. They svplain why illiterate Scuthern
Ttalians comdng from $ici’y and Faples Aid not affilizte themselves
wifth Italian grovps in Port Firie. Thers deoes not seem to hove heen
sufficient number of them to heve formed =2 gronr of their own st =ny

time,and thelr experisnces seem o have beern too remate from thoge of

the North Ttalianzg or the Molfettess to allow them to interact freely

with them, Thi= is born out by the fsct that the two literete Sicilinne

N
-

[
b

who attached themselves fto narticular Worth Ttszlian friends lef

i L

srour whan the Nerth Ttaliane married, YYhen the Holfettess groun expand

X}

x4 ranidl

7

¥ in sire after the Second ¥World war the comrunitv tended to
grlit inte sub-rroups,and thiz splitting in furn undermirsd orom cont-

T

rol. Where thz community ne longer provided a source of securi?y agsins

the more remote outerroun,intersation within v itaelf be-

oamp reatredinad and orovn Telues were rnoet reivnfharned,

Croup =clidzopity wes ackieved 2t the exnense of *th- sutegrour or
kost society. %t where the cutoroup sesmed,fo a enfficient mumbher of

deviants,te offer fuller sconcmicszl and sceial rewards withow

rpgtrainte, rour disivtesration would scon he under wel.
restreinte, group disintem ! .



X1
met with zccentance on the part of the hogt scociety then ssgimilsiion
wenld he accelerated. ¥nowledge of the out—grour was ohizined chiefly
throueh the steady indoztrinatlion of schoels and newspepers,by radio

in this reznect hoceme

and tThrourh film:, The nrocossg of
one of the extensicr of knowledze =2nd experience,snd of accenting far
congidereation alternative medes of response, It wee chearscterized by
an extensity of intersction at The expense of en intensity of interact-
ion, Extersity of intcoraction lesweened wacial prejindice as such,and

ion, For,two freely communicating individe

t

onened the way for sssimilna
usle will tend fo koow,and not ta know,many of ths same things,and

nicng will »einforce one another's oninions

throuzh shoaring the same opi
and come o regard other opinions and velues as incorrect and rTerniciou
Thuse group life has a cumulative aspect,and groun values become nlesres

when the life of the grour ig intense 2nd self-contained.

The main grounsg congidered ivn this study wera the Family and the

Community,and scme vaference was made o recently formed svh-grouns,
m
e community wos Amntis Toanli i i
The community was residentially snlit into major sreag,so that the effec

of. praopincuity conld ke studied dn velation o

J"V"ﬂﬂ' 'IY'! ‘f'}"m 19‘:’."1—-'_"(‘1"(“(‘1"1‘[‘, '5‘4;': are= wares nnt in‘ra-_yﬁj“;}}-’l}r more o288

than those livine in the more concenirated 2ras.hildren, however in tho

predominantly fustralisn neighbourhood vicked up meligh morve gqoinkld

o o

el
(‘/‘

f)

1 i 3 - .
than the dialect spoker by their nare rnts,snd presumsbly they aquired

mzny Australisn enlture ftraits 2t the same time
LT - B A e Al L B A ]

. . . . e .
The institution of vigiting kept un commuriceticorg within +the

Two communities,and ¥ =2 Family lived awry Freom the

groups it waw obliged to make veriodical calls uneon relotives within the

iped y +5r - ‘ Fivesn g
comrunlty. Althousgh velatives often sourht to live next  to each other
; Es : MR A i EEAR s LR R 2

The nonverse propcsition thet ralated neirbhours wers ﬁanr4nh1y
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o ocord tenme did not apply. ®Wach family had an autonomy of its own,
Theoretieally vegted in the faother,or leader of the house,snd outsidge
ivnterfarence in family sffairs wonld 1:ad to querrels =2nd astrangement:
A,

The community was not struntured to sccent a lesder,end stiempis to

=1ter the community etruatnre in thisg direchinon were resizgfed,
The comrumity was held tomether throush intra-merriage and
Pothear-family" reference. The intense concerr with other Families Jed +
rivalry and fissicon where some families hecemo mors vrosperous than

athers,and temnorary co-operali on

in the eanly neriode of setilement
ceve way to commetition. The rivelry was eypressed *through  the dienla
of Australi=sn rpocds,showirg thet the ownor had been succegaful in -the
new environment, The material sdoptiorn of fustralisn ohjects thus nre-
ceded the culfurszl adoption.Competition itself éncouraged Further inng

ations 2nd the ﬁdoyfion of more Austreolian follyszys than 4ld co-operat
ion. Where the poscesgion of gocds rether than the Faithful obhgervencs
of grovp standards brought ineressed prestige snd resrect;s change in
value-orientation occourred in the minority ~roup,which wo= of vital
importance fo assinilation.Throach his increased desire for Australias-
goods the Tieliarn was nlacing himself on 2 competitive plare with fust

raliens,whn were alsn in o pesition to note his succese snd fc zccord

bim due mecognition.Hie sseliing of The recormition of Australiasrs made

proviously recognize 28 applying To him Hisg success in the new environ

i

ment fogether with the disintegration of hig zroup was lesding fto hie

.

ancaptance of Augtrelisn wayz.slthongh 11 was azeompanied in some in-
1 ; 5 gh nand iy e I

h]

dividoale, and in Worth Ttelianes,with = cer

con=gintsness which irpaeded seeimilsotion
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Chanter ne zats ot th

al

rrohlema,and  makes praliminory

Aentiin

o+
oy

‘ticus, Chepter Two sets the hackoround for the study,both in

T+aly and Fort Pirie,snd purasues the thome of metives for migration,

and comratibility of the new snvivonment with the old, The pravinus

evparience and =ducation of ths migzrant in the country of origin were

M

ard sgsimilation in the adopted oo

rart-determinanis of the

A
—1

H

try, The most conservative migrants veres the lea T educated,ond the

womev whoza duty to their own family =2nd the relatives of their lines
;

tied them o the home,

Ha

Asstim

ilation was ~etarded with the establishment of the

[l

)
0
[
=
el
&
i
?._l.
~+
g

tre Ampeoristion of lesres numhaers of YMeolfettes

women from Italy. I was refarded while the Moliettsze found employmen

within their orm eroup,ard =zpart from the host The economio

apariness of the kMeolfettess copmurnity ie desgerihed in Chapter Thres

Chorter Four describes how

Foaclidarity i achieve

Relirious snd educational influerce:
£

throursk the saoislizatien nrocess,

outeide the home were not first sncovvased by the Velfotiess family, ang

had lese weisht thar mishd hove heen avrnozed,The Familyr was on omni-

»resent groupyits wers olesrly defin

hospitality, theift,and indvetry

‘
were eninined uwnon merbars,ard common
z enininad wnor rhors,and o

acongnltotion orer Family deciz!ong wog en dmportent Fasturs,
ntion ovor Tamily decizlon = 2n importent fa=tux

The brosl down of The Family ss ar ompi-present institotion

wea achieved

avernmentsl and cemmerc?

ageneies tock over many
of the ren—esgential fanetiors of *the family. The encrcachmants of the

Dovernment had beern rveaighed hefore the war

eprearing, by 1€

e
\Jt

bl
b’

=]

Intere.t ir Femily affairs wan Went alive by visiting
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Temily disecussions;contizvity of relativaes,the Aievlev of povriraits an

-

crovrn whotosraphe, These nertly meke ur the soaial 13

ich ig described in Chaoter Six,

fuda

n

ttiong as they exiated

1952 wheregs Charnters Twe and Threo velke referenne to the evolntion
Finoe 1% enalyses sub-groups as they existh
it me2y give a false emphasie to the Imporisznce

in the Irnz rion, Subk-zroup formetlion was

rocornanied by oan irncrensed value of education,fr-oedom,indersndence ans

leisure. Chaptor Seven asnalyses traditisnel Molfatiese velues,;end

choanees in velue, Ormcegsions made %o young men were extarnded in

[ab]

irle, The prostige of the meother was vising whera the

Father conld renesll the pret,and ganse strain 1
fath ronld rensll the pagt,and oangse raln 13

of the father was no longer necssscry for grour survivw

Chapter Bight attemnis 4o zhow the interrelatedness of the
gtandard of livine and the knowledge of the migrant on his accertancs

of an Austrnli

g

Rim,Through the snalvela a certain resizfancet to ohange woes noted.so

.‘J

ar as they were able behaviour rr

lont oS k
e * oL

that the migrant ftended to

terns with which thery were familiar in their rcoontry of opifin,. Onoe

5

one patiern is formad it tendes to afieet throush cultursl ineviia the

rants and

adopticn of other aulturel patiern=s, The adjustmentsof
host enciety are cumuleftive,sn that i1 adiusiments z2re not made tho

nhosniftable,and this inhosnitality

.

host society will e accnceive?d asm

&
3
I
B

will dizoovraze forthe» edinestmentz. The halance hefwean low acoaspt
of the migranta and the host sceoiety was unzet by the other halance-

unsetiing disturhances of 2 major world war,



XV o
In general, the Morth Ttelisng sre,evecept for their selfwconscion:
ness and some dnhespitality dn the hest socletyywell on the way fc came
nleve ageirvilation, The Molfottese are etill velatively unassimilated,
thougk se fishermen thew have hegn civen & nlace in the host society,

nd the cesanti

Pude

n of the f

8y

D

_ahing dindngtry wonld he noted with some

b

ragret by the hogt sceisty. Before the war they were almost entirely

meka Tor aseimilotion,fend to vnderminz the solidority of Ttalisn

£ th

o]
s

crouns snd Temove some » hewriars te aszimilation,
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