Australian
: » National
ey University

THESES SIS/LIBRARY TELEPHONE: +61 2 6125 4631
R.G. MENZIES LIBRARY BUILDING NO:2 FACSIMILE: +61 2 6125 4063
THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY EMAIL: library.theses@anu.edu.au

CANBERRA ACT 0200 AUSTRALIA

USE OF THESES

This copy is supplied for purposes
of private study and research only.
Passages from the thesis may not be
copied or closely paraphrased without the
written consent of the author.



Maater of Arts
Tenartment of Anthropelogy and
st The

Australian Wationsl University

J.F. Bromler,

Jeptember, 19585,



Srmopsis

&
H

Chanter Ore

o
o

=3
Tl

¥

Thygo Regulsites 2.
Mhe Tinority Croup and Aesipdletion &,
Sracial Features of the presendt  ennuviry 12,

ter fwo 0 Th ricnl sccount of mig-
) F the Nopthern Italinn
i el

how ther more

The grooth of ¥eort

p Comrunity 18

The Gon



iv.

Fesirictive Unbringinge of Children in Ttaly
in the ea2rly perd of the Dentury 119,

Changes in the ¥oldine Vower of the Femily,
and Ths Afuthoritr 5

tructure in Port Pirie 120,

Chenses sttendine Child-Rirth and the Managemend
off the House

Hime of

Attitude to Ohildren 120,

Tnorezaed

Lejsure Time oiven tna
21 sy ime civen %/
Woman and
Changes corncerning ettituden o marrisge,and
e &
hughend~-wife relationship, 132,

Chepter Siw & Soecizl Activiiy within the ¥olfettesze Community
(pp. 137-174)

The Carmunity from the voint of view of entering

Micront=

-

ol

-
[1)

-
()
-3

e Comunity Defined

j
=
o

rrisge CDeremony

[
=
3
-

Buri=1 Ceremoni=zl
Religions Ceremony 142,
The Club | 146,
Meme Daye ond Visiting 148,
Yourng ken's Sub-Croups 152,

Family Rivalry end A14rnmente 186,
Stetus within the Sommumity . 164,

T.es- of Cokhegiorn within the Gormunity 168,

Belationshing with the host cceislw 171,
Ohanter Seven: Value 2nd Value-Orientsation

Whet is meart hy  Tvalue' in thiz content 175



Chapher

Hours

The i
Atfkuuqe towerds rep

the Second EQriOM of

1ila

eration of o“i viese Women,and the Changing

d Figraiicn of men during

Migration

Wt
tad

Tae Migration of Women,and the Crowth of an Ifszlian

Comrmunity durine the Thired Feriod of

Fasoist Activity ant the War

I
-2

7
o

Post War Mignation 64,

ter Three 2 The sgtablisghment of & Volfetfese Fighing

T ommuni ty (; AB-ALY

Statintics an thesrowth of the Community
in connevion with the rmumber of children horn
locally,and the number of nuclear families 65,

The Estabhlishment of the Commnity Pesidenti=lly 60,

The Importance of Puring Houses 71

Fighing o the Third Yeriod
nf Figration Th

Tamily Foornomy 77

The Solidarity of the Wolfeitese Femily-an
the Hocislizetion of the Individual within the
‘)m]];r (?T"R ~]17C

Trntrodnctory - the family as a protective

and co~operative unit 85.
Crild Birth,ard the early cazre of Children 87 .
Fivet Disciplinivg-the learning procaess 20.
The rnles of Father and Mother,Hushend =2nd Wife 06,
Berregation of the Teres in Preparation for

Muatire Holes 161,

e 1a2.

==
| ]
[N

[~}

Types of Mavrisge end Temilly Alisnment

O
[+

Tamily Selidarify

fhapses in the Hole of the T amilyr



Chanres in Values ond Vilus Nrisniation 186

Uheater Bight 5 Assimileticn ¢ the reletionship hetween Idalisn
~
{ o

{p30192~219}

A

o

Criteria of Assimilatior and their uvnimportance
[ ¥

hed from sroupn anslyels 192,

igon hetween FHorth TEeli=ans and Bolfetteze 194

201,

Asgimilation ond Socisl) Cheance 205,

The sttiftude of the Host Society towerds the
ancsbthencae of Ttalinn W“ﬂ* nts,

The further aceeptsnoe of ¥igrants of an
Auetralian get of velues,and summary conclusions 215,
5

for ths firgt

re (2} & The Ttelian Poruletion of

trpendly Two ¢ Resmidenacs Mars nP Solomontown and David Street

Anvendiz Three 3 The Helstive Coat of
from 192720 - 1¢h3

in

- <
Appendiw Four 3 Semple story illustrasting ¥Welfettese Tnitervest
ive @ Some conron Taxime,

Aprendiy 2iv ¢ The lielation belwren the number o neration

#
P;rje mher of

.
Molfcttm?” childrsn Thorn

olfattess women,

Arn-endiy Seven : Ra rejudice zealcs

Tiennl DrmfﬁTPna.
hﬁa*e“eo1vﬂe be]d avont Thalierz,
ot 3 koA by Molfettesas
nustralisn ocontral

: i oend diel
red with an A

ha method need.and its limitation ¢



Vi

Aomendlx Bisht ¢ Hamnle Genselogy showing household sroaping of some
Thirty familise,

fprendix Mine ¢ Statisticzl Data on Re-iMisretion,
Aprendiv Torn t The Gresks and Their reseniion in Foot Tirie



vidg

Tllustrotions,

pert of the Smelters,the

1loon view of Tort Firie,1RB0B,shouin

s

Golomonto

e 2}

Map of Port Pirie showing relstive positicnz of Zclomontown,
2nd the David 1, n. 70

razet,and Pavlich Street sre

“*rrnfﬁernmon+nvpﬁ

Sample Molfettese houses 1In Alphs
ats bheing preraren at the ¥hard b

t3
o
-
P

T

T Trtremarriors ha
Inirsmarrians ba

waon two eviended families

Tlyn rother/ed ster ¥ychenge Triramarriage T15e
T
R i or  and alizmment between Familisa of the Port Szid /
15 % :

e
olfettesa  sub-sroap



ii.

[

v

Symeonad s,
_n‘:..mwmmmm»

This stodvy is aoncerned ¥ith Ttolion eet lament in the indueirzd

eity of Port Pirie,South Avstrolisz, The nroblem to explain the kind

and degree nf aswimiletion among migrants of Thelisn descend was bhound

problam of sroup integratior,since the THalisns vh

un with the farthem

anreered Janst sasimiloted Tormed fthemeelves into 5 cohesive rooisl

.

proun, and the most agsimilated Ttelians resisted sroup irtegration,
A I &

Beczuge of fthis voristicor in srouning the atudy of the sseimiistion of

L

izns in Fort Yirie became one of the effect of group integrstion

oy

I
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T oscointy - that Ie,thet pnortion of the

on aasimilaftiorn into the he

adapted country where the migrants chose 1o settle,

e degree of aseinilation was net amernble to guantative messux

ment, bt was gauged comraratively hy the knovledge thet the migrants
hod of the hoet goniety
willivgnegs of +ths heogt society te scoert them on 2 similar fooking

Tinm he ko ety Yo sgaert thom o wimilar foobing

ir fthe =sooiety. The problem of assimilation woas comnlissted hecousze the

ad country and the hogt sccieiy were not themselves uniform,and
3 . p n rems

it i3 dvbious whether there weas any one set of valves zhout which all
tnstralisneg were agrecd. Thue the Type of sxnlsnation of asszimilstion

which derpended on the renlzcement of an Ausiralisn ethes,deserihed by

Liatire typical Anstrelisn behevienr traits and ewpectatipns sg critferi

Ty an Ttalian ethos was toe Facile.and the study of =snch = fransformat-

‘

ion wonld have masnt tha®t scuzl sttertion should be given to Austreslian

"

nd Ttalisn folkwavs, Such a etudy would have Jdemended more time and
resauroes than T hed st my disposal,
Umifomity conld be mere saeily schievad hr the migrant sroup

than the host society,and so lorg =28 i+ remained small in sire it could

<
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retain a ¥2ir degree of homogereity, which mede the sftudy 2 less impos
ing one o hegin with. Pat;since the move caherent Ttalian ecproup
corposed of Molfetieme figshermen ard their families wae virtuslliy =

cloged communi tr,snd the fishermen were not given to malking shstractic

or verbalising their motives Tor action,there wers many initial d4iffir

nlties, The study wecame 1o denend on patient zand narticiyeant ohserva-
tion of groun heheviour in 2 variety of settings. Thise gave an interac

tional biase te thz stndy which, however,weg not a gshorteomine sinece

interaction was implied in groun analysiz,

firoup membershin and inter=ction were hoth seleciive Drocesres,
Peonle helornged to groups for the same resson that they made friends -
they wanted to express themselves frecly and economically on =2 variet
of subiects,and to havs their wants recognized by others., Suecessfol
interachion tended te draw reonle together hecause there were alweys
other neopls ontside,with whor it wes difficult o infteraet and beeome
intimete. Temneramenital and experiental dAiffersnecs out regltraining
harriers on interaction. Llscyhefors pecple could nommuriévtp with on

another *they must at first agree sbout the mee2nings of the symbele *the

overtoned in

uged, Some of the symbols might athain specisl emotiom
that they wera adoprted 2% a critical stage in th-~ development of the
individngl, The interactionsl anpreoach *o asgeimilation raised =1t the
ontges the problems - Why dc zroups arige,and why do @ome grouns ners-
igt ? = and indicated thet the snswers to the problems wonld have

to be sought in the values upheld hy the groups,

The firzt problem was mat  in relaticn *to the fTormztion of
ar Italizn community in Port Piriz in Cheoters Two sand Thres, The

amswer to the second was srcught irn sn account of femily solidarity
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and the sozlelisstion ¢f the individnsl in 2 family =setting in Chapte:
Four, The discogeion of valuss themselvas was left to Thapter Seven.
The nouestion of chﬁngeé in valie and walue orientation lad directly
to the nreblem of assimilstion,wHeh wae congidered ag a pert of =ocls
change in the final charter. Materisl more directly concerning change
within the most solidary of irngtitntions in the ¥elfettesse comrmunity -

that of the family - were considered immedistely after the dizcusdgon

CH

of the femily,end in Ohipater Five.

The influence of aize 2nd comron exyperience were crucial fo
grour formafion ana intesration. They svplain why illiterate Scuthern
Ttalians comdng from $ici’y and Faples Aid not affilizte themselves
wifth Italian grovps in Port Firie. Thers deoes not seem to hove heen
sufficient number of them to heve formed =2 gronr of their own st =ny

time,and thelr experisnces seem o have beern too remate from thoge of

the North Ttalianzg or the Molfettess to allow them to interact freely

with them, Thi= is born out by the fsct that the two literete Sicilinne

N
-

[
b

who attached themselves fto narticular Worth Ttszlian friends lef

i L

srour whan the Nerth Ttaliane married, YYhen the Holfettess groun expand

X}

x4 ranidl

7

¥ in sire after the Second ¥World war the comrunitv tended to
grlit inte sub-rroups,and thiz splitting in furn undermirsd orom cont-

T

rol. Where thz community ne longer provided a source of securi?y agsins

the more remote outerroun,intersation within v itaelf be-

oamp reatredinad and orovn Telues were rnoet reivnfharned,

Croup =clidzopity wes ackieved 2t the exnense of *th- sutegrour or
kost society. %t where the cutoroup sesmed,fo a enfficient mumbher of

deviants,te offer fuller sconcmicszl and sceial rewards withow

rpgtrainte, rour disivtesration would scon he under wel.
restreinte, group disintem ! .
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met with zccentance on the part of the hogt scociety then ssgimilsiion
wenld he accelerated. ¥nowledge of the out—grour was ohizined chiefly
throueh the steady indoztrinatlion of schoels and newspepers,by radio

in this reznect hoceme

and tThrourh film:, The nrocossg of
one of the extensicr of knowledze =2nd experience,snd of accenting far
congidereation alternative medes of response, It wee chearscterized by
an extensity of intersction at The expense of en intensity of interact-
ion, Extersity of intcoraction lesweened wacial prejindice as such,and

ion, For,two freely communicating individe

t

onened the way for sssimilna
usle will tend fo koow,and not ta know,many of ths same things,and

nicng will »einforce one another's oninions

throuzh shoaring the same opi
and come o regard other opinions and velues as incorrect and rTerniciou
Thuse group life has a cumulative aspect,and groun values become nlesres

when the life of the grour ig intense 2nd self-contained.

The main grounsg congidered ivn this study wera the Family and the

Community,and scme vaference was made o recently formed svh-grouns,
m
e community wos Amntis Toanli i i
The community was residentially snlit into major sreag,so that the effec

of. praopincuity conld ke studied dn velation o

J"V"ﬂﬂ' 'IY'! ‘f'}"m 19‘:’."1—-'_"(‘1"(“(‘1"1‘[‘, '5‘4;': are= wares nnt in‘ra-_yﬁj“;}}-’l}r more o288

than those livine in the more concenirated 2ras.hildren, however in tho

predominantly fustralisn neighbourhood vicked up meligh morve gqoinkld

o o

el
(‘/‘

f)

1 i 3 - .
than the dialect spoker by their nare rnts,snd presumsbly they aquired

mzny Australisn enlture ftraits 2t the same time
LT - B A e Al L B A ]

. . . . e .
The institution of vigiting kept un commuriceticorg within +the

Two communities,and ¥ =2 Family lived awry Freom the

groups it waw obliged to make veriodical calls uneon relotives within the

iped y +5r - ‘ Fivesn g
comrunlty. Althousgh velatives often sourht to live next  to each other
; Es : MR A i EEAR s LR R 2

The nonverse propcsition thet ralated neirbhours wers ﬁanr4nh1y
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o ocord tenme did not apply. ®Wach family had an autonomy of its own,
Theoretieally vegted in the faother,or leader of the house,snd outsidge
ivnterfarence in family sffairs wonld 1:ad to querrels =2nd astrangement:
A,

The community was not struntured to sccent a lesder,end stiempis to

=1ter the community etruatnre in thisg direchinon were resizgfed,
The comrumity was held tomether throush intra-merriage and
Pothear-family" reference. The intense concerr with other Families Jed +
rivalry and fissicon where some families hecemo mors vrosperous than

athers,and temnorary co-operali on

in the eanly neriode of setilement
ceve way to commetition. The rivelry was eypressed *through  the dienla
of Australi=sn rpocds,showirg thet the ownor had been succegaful in -the
new environment, The material sdoptiorn of fustralisn ohjects thus nre-
ceded the culfurszl adoption.Competition itself éncouraged Further inng

ations 2nd the ﬁdoyfion of more Austreolian follyszys than 4ld co-operat
ion. Where the poscesgion of gocds rether than the Faithful obhgervencs
of grovp standards brought ineressed prestige snd resrect;s change in
value-orientation occourred in the minority ~roup,which wo= of vital
importance fo assinilation.Throach his increased desire for Australias-
goods the Tieliarn was nlacing himself on 2 competitive plare with fust

raliens,whn were alsn in o pesition to note his succese snd fc zccord

bim due mecognition.Hie sseliing of The recormition of Australiasrs made

proviously recognize 28 applying To him Hisg success in the new environ

i

ment fogether with the disintegration of hig zroup was lesding fto hie

.

ancaptance of Augtrelisn wayz.slthongh 11 was azeompanied in some in-
1 ; 5 gh nand iy e I

h]

dividoale, and in Worth Ttelianes,with = cer

con=gintsness which irpaeded seeimilsotion
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Chanter ne zats ot th

al

rrohlema,and  makes praliminory

Aentiin

o+
oy

‘ticus, Chepter Two sets the hackoround for the study,both in

T+aly and Fort Pirie,snd purasues the thome of metives for migration,

and comratibility of the new snvivonment with the old, The pravinus

evparience and =ducation of ths migzrant in the country of origin were

M

ard sgsimilation in the adopted oo

rart-determinanis of the

A
—1

H

try, The most conservative migrants veres the lea T educated,ond the

womev whoza duty to their own family =2nd the relatives of their lines
;

tied them o the home,

Ha

Asstim

ilation was ~etarded with the establishment of the

[l

)
0
[
=
el
&
i
?._l.
~+
g

tre Ampeoristion of lesres numhaers of YMeolfettes

women from Italy. I was refarded while the Moliettsze found employmen

within their orm eroup,ard =zpart from the host The economio

apariness of the kMeolfettess copmurnity ie desgerihed in Chapter Thres

Chorter Four describes how

Foaclidarity i achieve

Relirious snd educational influerce:
£

throursk the saoislizatien nrocess,

outeide the home were not first sncovvased by the Velfotiess family, ang

had lese weisht thar mishd hove heen avrnozed,The Familyr was on omni-

»resent groupyits wers olesrly defin

hospitality, theift,and indvetry

‘
were eninined uwnon merbars,ard common
z enininad wnor rhors,and o

acongnltotion orer Family deciz!ong wog en dmportent Fasturs,
ntion ovor Tamily decizlon = 2n importent fa=tux

The brosl down of The Family ss ar ompi-present institotion

wea achieved

avernmentsl and cemmerc?

ageneies tock over many
of the ren—esgential fanetiors of *the family. The encrcachmants of the

Dovernment had beern rveaighed hefore the war

eprearing, by 1€

e
\Jt

bl
b’

=]

Intere.t ir Femily affairs wan Went alive by visiting
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Temily disecussions;contizvity of relativaes,the Aievlev of povriraits an

-

crovrn whotosraphe, These nertly meke ur the soaial 13

ich ig described in Chaoter Six,

fuda

n

ttiong as they exiated

1952 wheregs Charnters Twe and Threo velke referenne to the evolntion
Finoe 1% enalyses sub-groups as they existh
it me2y give a false emphasie to the Imporisznce

in the Irnz rion, Subk-zroup formetlion was

rocornanied by oan irncrensed value of education,fr-oedom,indersndence ans

leisure. Chaptor Seven asnalyses traditisnel Molfatiese velues,;end

choanees in velue, Ormcegsions made %o young men were extarnded in

[ab]

irle, The prostige of the meother was vising whera the

Father conld renesll the pret,and ganse strain 1
fath ronld rensll the pagt,and oangse raln 13

of the father was no longer necssscry for grour survivw

Chapter Bight attemnis 4o zhow the interrelatedness of the
gtandard of livine and the knowledge of the migrant on his accertancs

of an Austrnli

g

Rim,Through the snalvela a certain resizfancet to ohange woes noted.so

.‘J

ar as they were able behaviour rr

lont oS k
e * oL

that the migrant ftended to

terns with which thery were familiar in their rcoontry of opifin,. Onoe

5

one patiern is formad it tendes to afieet throush cultursl ineviia the

rants and

adopticn of other aulturel patiern=s, The adjustmentsof
host enciety are cumuleftive,sn that i1 adiusiments z2re not made tho

nhosniftable,and this inhosnitality

.

host society will e accnceive?d asm

&
3
I
B

will dizoovraze forthe» edinestmentz. The halance hefwean low acoaspt
of the migranta and the host sceoiety was unzet by the other halance-

unsetiing disturhances of 2 major world war,
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In general, the Morth Ttelisng sre,evecept for their selfwconscion:
ness and some dnhespitality dn the hest socletyywell on the way fc came
nleve ageirvilation, The Molfottese are etill velatively unassimilated,
thougk se fishermen thew have hegn civen & nlace in the host society,

nd the cesanti

Pude

n of the f

8y

D

_ahing dindngtry wonld he noted with some

b

ragret by the hogt sceisty. Before the war they were almost entirely

meka Tor aseimilotion,fend to vnderminz the solidority of Ttalisn

£ th

o]
s

crouns snd Temove some » hewriars te aszimilation,
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Stated in a broad way the problem I propose ta.invastigate is
that of the assimilation of a group of Southern Italian migrants in
Pert FPirie,South Australia,msking reference to a gnoup of North Italians
in the same town., The term assimilation is itself broadly used to mean t h
process in which groups of diverse origin and culture come through resid -
ential propinquity to accept one another and to share a common set of

values, It is a process of Ymutual interpenetraztion and fusion,®

There is,however,nothing automatic about this process. It is no®
iﬁevitable that when a migrant groiwp becomes established in a new envir-
onment 1t shall by virtue of its residential propinguiiy become assim-
ilated. It is guite possible for a closed group of aliens to live withi n
a host society and remain unaware of local customs and expectations, Alfer-
natively,it can be aware of such customs but consider them something not
directed towards itself. To describe such a relaticnship - where there is
physical but no social contact between groups - Robert Park used the term

2,

symbiotic. He gave as well-attested historical examples of symbiosis

the confinement of Jews to a ghetto,the subordination of pariahs in India,

l. E.EB. Park and E.W. Burgess,Introduction to the Science of Sociclogy,
Chicago,1921,p.7235,

2."Reflections on communicaticn and culture" 4.J7.5.,1638,pp 187-205
and "OSymbiosis and Socialization M A.J.5.,1939,pp 1-25.
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and the relationship between dominant Buropean colonizers and subject
native people. The individual under such conditions is not itreated as

an individual bul as a member of a group,recognizable by the distinctive
physical features of its members or the artificial merkings adopted by
the group.The apartness of the group is emphasized through the allog-
ation of specific econamic roles to each,and perpetuated by the resiric-

tion of inbreeding between them.

Agsimilation should be further distinguished from accammodation.
Accamnodation is a temporary solution of a potential conflict situatiqnsab
asgimilation is a process towards permanent adjustment.The term accomm-
odaticon was adopted by Danhoff4 to describe the gradual modification of
five more or less equal but conflicting cultures and classes in the new-
ly established community of Boulder City,Nevada., Assimilation is used
to describe ihe process which occurs when the groups in question are not
equal,and whe;e the subordinate or minority group has to make the major
adjustmsnt.

Two things sesm to occur when the process of assimilation is
complete - the individual in the minoriity group adopis the culture of
the host society,and is accepited by the host society as an individuel,
and not as a member of a subordinate minority group. He is judged to be

asgimilated when he is no longer made conspicuous by his strange man-

nerisms,or recognized by any style of expression,speech,or thought 1o

e S - S R b

3. E.W,Burgess "Accommodation',Encyclopoedia of the Social Sciences I
PPe 403”4 ®

4,"A%c odatign and. Injegration of conflicting eultures in a newly-
es agflsge& EomBtR1 y 4.3.5. ,1943,pp.14-24,
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have sirange affiliations., He understands the way of life of the hostk
society,and his actions can be understiood by reference to its values,
Assimilation thus implies accéptance on the part of the migrani,accept-
ance on the part of the host society,and a common fund of knowledge.

Three Requisites to Assimilation.

Acceptance on the part of the host society,acceptance on the part
of the migrant,and a commoﬁ fund of knowledge are inter-dependenti fact=-
ors, Before the migrant can gain insightful knowledge about his new
cultural environment there must be some hospitality on the part of the
host society. This knowledge when obtained must be accepited,internaliz-
ed,and acted upon before the individual is judged to be assimilated.Yet
since the host society is apt to distrust and rejeot any group of migr-
ants which does not live up to its implicit standards and preferences,
an initial lack of knowledge on the part of the migrants can retard their
asgimilation.An initial lack of Kospitality on the part of the host
society can influence the adjustment of migrants,so that they fall back
upon thelr resources and integrate themselves more securely as a self-
sufficient group.

Asgimilation in this wey is a cumulative process.E. The more
knowledge the migrant gains of his new enviromment the easier will it
be for him to acquire further knewledge again.And,im addition,as the
migrant obtains more knowledge he tends to accept to a fuller degree the
values and characteristic forms of expression of his new environment.Bj
his acceptance he comes in turn to be more and more fully accepted by

the host society.,

5.Myrdal, The American/Dilemma; AppendiX 3....0n the principle of
Cumulaiion.
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It is unreasonableshowever,to assume that the process is a simpie
and continuocus one,always proceeding with uniform and increasing speed
in the same direction towards a goal of assimilation. Hospitality,the
acquiring of knowledge,and the degree of acceptance by the migrant ,will
each be influenced by further factors such as the mumber of migrants
entering the society,their expsctations of the new enviromment based upon
thelr experiences of the old,the cultural gap between the way of life
they were accustomed to and that of the host society,their degree of
literacy and capacity to acquire new knowledge,and their accustomed

standard of living compared with that of the host society.

The degree of hospitality extended to the migrants,for example,

will be effected by the crude number of migrants entering the society.

If the numbers are small the individual migrant will tend to be treated

as an individual. His strangeness - combined with his apparent helpless~
ness may make him something of a curiosity,end may find him patrons who
are willing to instruct him gbout the ways of the host society. He may ¢
be welcomed,too,by the opportunist as a possible source of cheap labour. ’

However tais may be,a small number of migrants will not seem to challenge
or Jjeopardize established interests as a large number may. Yet,a rapid

or retarded rate of assimilation can not be simply inferred from observ-
ations that a small or large number of migrants have entered a society

at a particular time, If the number is large,as in Australia after 1945,
special provision may be made to accomodate them,and public attention

mobilized on their behalf by propaganda., Again,assimilation into the

host society may ve facilitated by the arrival of large numbers of mig-

rants,if the role of host is assumed by a well-integrated minority group.

6. Bogardus,Sociology,cap Xl.



This group,which cannot effectively incorporate into its body any larg e

numbers arriving at the one time,will now become less well-integrated,
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and earlier arrivals previocusly ﬁgld by‘tﬂs group will themselves be giv—
en an impetus to assimilation.

Hospitality has 1ts qualifative side also. Certain degrees of
intimacy may be extended to soms races and not to others.d measure of
this permissive intimacy,or the lack of it,was guantatively expressed
in the¥social distance scale'developed by Bogardus.Yo Individuals and
groups low on the scéle would presumably meet with greater prejudice and
hence further barriers to assimilation than those high en the scale.

There is a Variation,too,in the tenacity with which certain discrim-
inations are likely to be held.Many discriminations,no doubt,are of the
neture of nationality stereotypes,or short cuts to formulating attitudes
in the absence of direct contact. Favourable and unfavourable méntal pig=
tures are revealed in newspapers,nagazines,popular fiction,and on films.
At this levgl are the stereotype of the Itslian gangster and the mater-
ialistic Jew.Such zttitudes are seldom corrected in echool books,which
ra:ely treat the foreigner adequately,and which,by representing the nat-
ioﬁal policy as implicitly honourable and courageous,may,on the contrary
do national opponents injusticeﬁo ¥any such discriminaticns arise main-
ly from indiiference,and ignorance,They are likely fto be found in a
country town where few have basn educated above the primary level;and
where the commonest reading is the newspapers and magazines. Other dis-
criminations,particularly- against dark-skinned people,are probably

more deep-rooted, and are traceable backwards to the time when European

explorers justified their exploitation of non-Europeans on the grounds

7.E.S.Bogardu§: Immigration and Race Attitudes,p.25.

8.0tto Klineberg, Tensions Afiecting International Understanding.
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that these were an ilnferior subspecies,closer to the beast than to man,.

‘

Hospitality by its very nature is only a temporary attitude. A host-
guest relationship is likely té break down when the guest agssumes the
prerogatives of the host. The curiosity that prompted the initial hospit-~
allty may be socn satisfied,and an early friendliness replaced by indif-
ference = or hostility if the migrant too early assumes equality of status.
A guest is in many respects a dependent: he is expected to show gratitude,
to respond quickly,and he must not obirude without invitatione. The pos—
ition of the newly-srrived migrant is similer again to that of the child
in a soclalization process.loa Yet the migrant is expected to respond
ag a pature individual in that unreliability,obtrusiveness,underhand prac-
tices,and the lack of courtesy on his part will be resented .

““The host society thus makes some difficult demap@f initially on the
migrant, Assimilation will not occur so long as the migfant is a dependent,
It is absurd to expect him to put aside all his old standards on the moment
of enitry into a new environment. Hospitality mey be withdrawn as a result
of a clash between standards,or when the host scciety realizes that th e
migrant holds values other than his Bwna Certain differences in ideology
or value,such ag standards of cleanliness,may remesin unimportant so long
as the migrant keeps his distance. The differences ,however,will become
apparent with closer and more intimate association,and may lead to the
development of sitrong prejudices. Once such concretely-based prejudicial
attitudes are formed it will be hard for the migrants to live them downe

People with lower standards may be avoided as if these were contagious

and unhealthy - and prejudices springing from an objection 1o one spec~

ific trait may be extended spontaneously to encompass other traits and

2 "Negr&wfzbblemk ,EklcycI.SdE.bcl.,vol II,pn.335 -563E.B. Reuter, Racial

Theory,A.J.5.,vol &0,pp.452-61.
15.R. Parks Symbiosis abd Socialization,A.J.S. XLV,pp 1-25,
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groups. The hospitality is less 1ikeiy to be extended towards people and
groups who can be collectively labelled as having & low standard of
living. Once the host society has come to bslieve that the migrants
are dirty,noisy,dishonest,or otherwise objectionable,the migrants will
be itreated according to this belief,no matter what the objectiwve facts

11. A continuing hospitaliiy,or acceptance of the

at the momenv may be.
migrant group by the host scciety,seems therefore to be contingent upon
some recognition of differences by the migrant group,and a conseguent

adaption to the standards of the host society.

The second requisite for assimilation,that of mutual knowledge,
will mainly arise from interactlion. Cultural similarity and the degree
of literacy of bcth groups will hasten the acquirihg of such knowledge.
The migrant,again,is expected o meke the larger adjustment and to acquire
the language of his adopted country.But he will not think of himself as
a member of a wider national group unless he has been ind;ctrinated in
national ideologies permeating downwards from elites., Without contin-
uwous indoctrination individuals idenfify themselves more or less ex-
clusively with their local group and care little what happens beyond it
With the heightened perception of his universe attained from literacy,
the individual,constantly surrounded by alternative patierns of life,is
likely to recognize that his culture is not th; only,inevitable,natural

way of living,and will be moved to evaluate one patiern against another.

The third condition necessary before assimilation is achieved

is acceptance by the migrant of the norms and values about which he has

obtained knowledge .Acceptance is aided by cultural eempatibilityole'

The newly-arrived migrant expects that he will have to conform to

11.L§ Piere: Sociolegy,p.435.
12, W.L.Warner and Srole,The Social Systems of American Ethnic Groups.
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regulations he does not understand,and ,not knowing otherwise,he is like-
ly to accept as legitimate any show of authority.He may not respond unles:
the new environment challenges him, At the same time his capacity to ac-
cept a nEW'way of life is lavgely uetermlneu by bie experience of the

0ld environment. The accepltance of the established migrant Is more
deliberate,It is generalized,and guided by his further experience.ln

the culiural level he may accept some Ausiralian traiits and reject others
as irrational. If,after obtaining knowledge of Australian traits,he
regards his own way of living as more adequate,it becomes to have in-
creased meaning for himgand assimilation is retarded., Three ways of
oﬁientation are open 10 him. He may reject his own cultural heritage,
reject the culture of the host society,or remain vague and undecided be-
tween the two extremes.13 The migrant orientates himself towards the

host society abd bhecomes assimilated because he believes,or learns,éen -
eralizing from his own experience of two céntrasted ways of life,that

by such behaviour hg;wié; be offered fuller rewards,a highsr status,

and be able to avoid discriminations arising from his non-conformity !
in a wider groups. He_orientabes himself +towards his racial group for

one of two reasons.FEither he knows no systematic pattern of life other
than that in which he was brought gp,or he considers the rewards offer-

ed by his own group more ceriain and sustaining.

The Minority Group and Assimilation.

It would appear from the sbove analysis that minority group
membership may be a barrier to assimilation - or perhaps,even more

strongly,an alternative to it.How far this ie so will emerge more

13, Ivmr L Chlld' Ttallan or Amerlcan The oecoﬁa ueneratlan in Confllct
Yale 1943.
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clearly after a fuller examinatien of the concept of a groupe.
A group is defined ‘in terms of regular interaction,which is itself

14.

defined as activity stimulated by activity of another, Evidence for

the existence of a group may not be found in the combination of linguis-
ticycultural,or biosomatic traits alone.The fact that there are magy
people in Ausirazlia who were born in Italy,speak an Italian dialect,lock
like Italians,were brought up in the Catholic faith,dces not mean that
there is a group of all the Italian people in Australia. Distinguishing
cultural categories only become socioclogically significant when people
meaningfully orientate their aciions towards them. The members of a group,
by virtue of belonging to it, regularly interact with each other,and stim-
ulate each other into activity.The activity of one answers or anticipates
the activity of another,and an economy in the relationship is achieved

through anticipation of future probable zcitions based on actions of th e

past.

The group gives the individual a position in a social order,or a
status in relstion to other individuals. It may survive while its memb ers
die,or otnerwise replace one anotheryand in this way 1t comes to provide
security for the individual. The group developé& ideals of behaviour

ﬁ;ppropriate to its members,and tends todiacourage deviations in behave

iour or opinion away from group norms.lt tends to guard these norms as

sacygd,and to restrict the efforts of those outside the group to change

;ﬁém. The strength,integration,or cohesion of the group is thus measured

by the clarity with which its norms are expressed,the extent to which

the interactions of its members are confined to the group,and the effect-

iveness of the social control exerted by the group over its members,

T Hgmensy Thie THuaman - Groupj Nadel ; Poundations- of- Soedal- Anthropology—
P B Pt ) iy G Britok Farsed of Satishyy, 1451, g 00g)
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In brief,the group provides regularity,econcmy and stimulus to activity.
servance and applicatioﬂﬂof its norms towards all contingencies,CGroups
thus tend to maintain a level,and make for stability in a changing world,
Groups have been classified as primary end secondary.By primary
group is meant one with which the individual forms his mesi intimate
and sympathetic alliances,and which he ceases to pose and be on his best
behaviour. By secondary group is meant an as.ociation of individuals,
sharing a2 common interest,and uniting and intcracting for a specific
purpose,There is z limit on the number of people that an individual can
know intimately,and primary relationships are usually centred in the one
group and locality. The limitation on the number of infermal,secondary
group relationships an individual can have seems to be set by his inter-

ests,his mobility,and the fluidity of the communications reaching him.

A priwvary group communicating within a territorial boundary is cal-
led a community, The centre of the community is the placé‘where most com-
munications or interactions are concentrated. In a community the method
of group recruiting,or selection of members,is simplified.Some groups
hawe rigid boundaries in relation to selecting members. In all grouﬁs
certzin people belong to the group,and certain other people do notyand
are not eligible to belong to it. In the community the individual becomes
eligible to belong through common residence.The membérs of the community
share common experiences,and have memories of changes and developmenis
in the place where they have made their home,and are interested in cur-
rent and future local develgpments in a particularly intimate and

detailed way which distinguishes them as members of a community,

A minority group is a primary group of a special sort. Its members

are recruited by virtue of their birth in bther remote but related
communities, or through their affiliation with families which share
memories and interests in such remote communities. A minority group

may thus form a community within a community.Assimilation is aided when
the community of adoption replaces the community of origin as the home
of the group,and when the residence pattern of the migrants becomes

diversified.
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When he first enters a new community the migrant cannot be
absorbed or assimilated by it in its totality.%S' Hisg major reference
points will be the secondary interest groups which parallel similar groups
in hies country of origin,and a minority group which preserves the norms
and velues of his communiity of ofigin. In the absence of such reference
points the individual will be faced with the alternatives of adapting
himself ra?idly,or remaining a social isolate, If the gap belween the
culture of the new and the old environment is a large one,and the migrant
has few techniques to close it - that is,if he ig illiterate and without
varied experiences of life - he will be given added in&ucement‘,once he
decides to remain some time within the new enviromment,to persuade his
relatives and friends in the community of his origin of the superior ee
onomic and other atiractioans of the new enviromment. In this way a
minority grcup may be formed within a community which is not actively
hogtile to the migrants in question. Fhen ﬁhe‘migrant stream flowing from
the community of corigin to the community of setilement ig a steady,con -
tinuous one,the minocrity group may perform the very real function of act-
ing as a buffer against the host society,and so preveniing change-prod -
ucing coﬁfrontations with new values and goals.

The minority group thus provides stability in a social order
where there is a continuous migrant siream. It preserves mueh of the
qglﬁure of the community of origin,and where it makes adaptions it need

not direct them to conform with the instituticns of the host society.

The culture which the minority group preserves is the totality of its

norms and values expressed in actions. The norms are the usual standards

VI

15. MacIver and Page: Sociely pp. 117~24,
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of the group,the explicit statements of what ought tc be. The values

are the implicit assumptiens Underlying behaviour when it is viewed
relative to other alternative forms of behaviour. The group,as it were,
containg the activitysithe well-integrated group is one in which there
is freguent and intensive participation in common activity. Any study
of asgimilation in relation to minority groups will be in effect the
study of group integraiion brought about by the increasing relation-
~ships of individuals in the minority group with individuals outside th e
group. The relationships may increase in frequency,duration,variety,
intensity,and order ; that is individuals in the minority group in
becoming assimilated will interact more frequentl,for a longer time,
over a larger span of activity,with more detail and intimacy,and will

come to initiate interactioh,with individusle outsgide the minority group.

. Special Features of the present enquiry.

The problem of the zssimilation of Italiansg in Port Pirie presents
special features because the bulk of the "mig;ants" present in Fort Pirie
in 1953 came from one class and one cccupation in one town in Apulia,
and first adoptec the same occupation in Australia. Approximately 800
Italiansl6'have entered Port Pirie over the half century and these have
‘been classified,partly from their group-adherences and partly for con-
venience,as Norih i;alians,ﬁouthern Italians,and Molfevtese. Doth the
Lkolfettese and to a lesser extent the Northern Italians have evolved
separate grours. Only the Molfetiese group is well-defined. The special
atiitudes of apologetic contempt of the Northern Italian toward the

Southern,expressed in verbal withdrawal and verbalized disapproval,

helps to differentiate fthem ag a group.Southern Italians are generally

16. See Appendix Oné;
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devaluated by the Horthern because they have brought discredit upon the
name of the Italian abroad. They have accepted a low valuation of them-
selveg.By their pessionate impulegiveness they have featured in newspapers
for using a knife in brawls,and have helped to estzblish a sitereotype
of the Italian as a knife-user.They have been clannish,illiterate;and
their ways are further reﬁoved from and less compaitible with the ways
of the Northern Buropean. They have made it more difficult for the Northk
Itzlian to be assimilated in Australia.

The bulk of the North Italians who migrated to Fort Pirie came
from the town of Recca D'Arsie in the province of Belluno,and were em-
ployed by the Broken Hill Associated Smelters in Port Pirie. The bulk
of the Southern Italians came from Molfetta im Apulia,and were engaged
in fishing.Their geparateness from other Italians is perhaps suffiecient-
ly indicated by the fact that they came o regard the speaking of Ital-
ian as pretentious,and coammunicated among themselves in a dialect whick

is unintelligible to other Italians.

The term Southern Italian for purposes of definition refers to
all Italians and their descendanits to three generations,born south of
a line arbitarily drawn from Rome te Ancona.lt excludes the Molfettese,
or those Italians and their descendants,coming from the District of Bari
in 4pulia,whe are familisr with the dialect of the Frincipate of lolfeta
Italians of non-Apulian but Southern birth have not been sufficiently
numercus to form a group of their own. Detached Weapolitans agnd Sicil-
ians were among the very first settlers in Port Pirie, Before the firsh
world war they commonly lived with other Italians,and were engaged in
gimilar work. After the first world war a large number of Italians

from various Southern provinces came to Port Firie. Some stayed for
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only a day and moved on.Very few remsined afterthe depresesion.Those
who remained,and who were probably toc few and too heterogeneous to
form a protective group of their own,have indicated most symptons of

17,

marginality. They are the most self-conscious of the Italiams.
They have become aggressively Ausitralian.They have adopted a sect~
arian religion.Their children have been sducated to a higher standard
than any other children of Italian descent. They are ashamed of this
descent.They enjoy a higher status ithan the other Italians of Port
Pirie.

The Italians,howéver,were not the only Buropeans of non-British
birth who came to Port Pirie over the half century. In 1953 the popul-
ation of Port Pirie included those who were descended from Oreek,Ger-
man,Maltese,Dutch,Russian,French and Scandinavian setilers. O0f these
the Greekg were the most notablg. Although they did not come from any
one village or town,as the Italiahs,they were more organized than the
Italians,and in many respects acted as a foil for them .Their higher
degree of literacy won them more respect from the host society,and en-

abled them to avoid certain conflicts with the host society.

The Southern Italians,Germans,lMaltese,lutch,Russian,French and
Scandinavian seitlers were never very numerous,and did not form minor-
ity groups.in the early years of the century before the first world
war there appeared to be only the one Itzlian group in Port Pirie,
and Northern and Southern Italians commonly associated with a fair

degree of intimacy. Between the wars the Molfettese,Greeks,and to a

7.Robert Park:'Human Migration and the liarginal Hen",A.J.S.,KAAL11,
PP.881-93; E.V. STONEQUIST, The Marginal Man.
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a lesser extent Northern Italians formed distinct groups.By 1953 the
Molfettese had become the most'visibld' migrants in Port Pirie,and
in the popular view the least assimilated. |
The problem,therefore,is t¢ explain the group-forming tendency
and to relate it to the sepafation of the Northern Iialiaﬁs from the
Yolfettese,and the further integraiion of the Molfettese,and to assess

which culiural features were prefominant in retarding the assimilation

of the one particular Molfettiese group.
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CHAPTEB TWC.
The locus and the people - an historical account of migration,
indicating how the ocutlock of the Northern Italians giffered
from that of the liolfettese,and how they more readily modified

this to the predumminant working-class ethos of the host-societys.

OO = et A, T P

The migrant stream from Melfetta to Port Pirie has been contin-
uous,except for war periods,and comnunications with the country of origin

heve been continuous over half a century. Since many,if net all,of the
migranis intended on first arriving to return to Italy eventually,the
question of assimilation ,from the point of view of the migrants,has
lnot always been a relevant one. But it has become relevant with the
emergence of an Australian~born generationsand the arrival of remain-

ing members of families from Italy.

A gimilar shuttle patiern of migration to and from Italy was fol-
lowed by the Kolfeittese in other parts of Adstralia,but different group
life and different degrees of assimilation hnave resulted elseﬁhere.

The first Molfettese bo come to Australia arrived ik Sydney in the 1870s.
Settlements in Fremantle,Port Adelaide,and Port Pirie occurred more

or less simullanecusly., Port Firie has the largest Molfettese settl e-
ment today. It is Tollowed by Port Adelaide,Fremantle and Sydney. Theee
are pocke¥s of lolfettese in some N;S.W, ports such as Tuncurry,and a
few may be found on farms in Queensland. Fremantle,Port Adelalde,an d
Port Pirie are of comparable size,and the number of Molfettese in the

first two ports is large enough to permit comparisons with Port Firie ..

In Fort Adelaide ,where there were less extensive fishing grounds
to be explored,some Molfetiese men early found alternative employment.

At first this was connected with fishing - such as the making and
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suﬁplying of i1ce to boats. The ice-box that first brought profit fo

Port Adelaide fishing was not introduced info Port Pirie until thirty

years later. Characteristic lMolfettese instituticns were not main-

tained in Port Adelaide,and relations with non—Eélfettese becane

more frequent. 0ld men Petained an interest in Molfetiese ways which

was allied with an interest in the past. They took a more intellect-

ual interest in reviewing the past and noting significani changes and

developments. The first Molfettese inter-marriage in ?ort Eifie%oc» X f
S \

curred in 1900, twenty years before an inter-marriage occurred in Porti:

vvvvvv SRV 3

Pirie. There were more local opportunities for the employment of girls
than existed in Port Pirie,and parents early modified their objections
to their daughters' going out to work in Port Adelaide. In 1953

English was the common language spoken in the Molfettese home at

Port Adelaide. Families of Eolfettese origin were spread out in

Port Adelaide into neighbouring suburbs of Alberton,Ethelton,Granviile,
Semaphore and Largs Bay. They seldom extended hospitality towgrds or

interfered with one another,

In Fremant1e1° VMolfettese men followed a seasonal pattern of
fishing such as they had been used to in Italy.They went out for long
distances,sometimes for three-monthly periods,in large trawlers,and div-
ided their catech on a share-profit system. They displayéd a pride in
their craft,and would sometimes indicate their preosperity by buylng a

new boat where the old one would have sufficed. In Fremantle there is

1.Charles GCambat The Itzlian Fishermen of Fremantle,1948..I have

N Lo, .
gince vagrified these details.
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an equally large group of Sicilian fishermen. The Molfettese,reacting
perhaps to Sicilian rivalry,preserved much of the religious ritual as-
sociated with the festa of Our Lady of Mariyrs,patron Saint of Molfetta,
and enacted this ritual more lavishly than elsewhere in  Australia,.

Molfettese families were related to one ancther in the three
communities,2° and although it is possible that the more progressive
and intelligent families migrated to the environment that would give
them most scope,an explanation for the variations in adjustment should
not be lockei for in the intelligence of possible community leaders in
the three ports,but,more fundamentally,in the ecological opportunities
latent in the varying environments. It would seem from this cursory
compariscn that the variations in adjustment cwed something to the
technological and cultural potentialities for life-expression growing

independently in the three communities. .

The Growth of Port Pirie as a Communitye.

The‘city of Port Pirie has a population today of over 14,000,
It is the second largest town and port in South Australiz,and is sit—
uated on the Spen0er'$ Gulf,150 miles from Adelaide, Trains run twice
daily to Adelaide,and constantiy 1o Broken Hill carrying lead to be
smelted at the Broken Hill Associated Smelters., There is & daily air
service to Adelaide. City interests are represented on two regional
'Wireless stations,and in 2 news?aper fhat comes out thres times weekly.
There are usually more than three overseas vessels in poet at one tim e

and the streets are constantly filled with groups of foreign sailers,
who walk up and down,look in shop windows and speak strange languages.

m%on%1the street walkers at night are commercisl travellers who meke
» é§§s2am¢ nameés recur in the three portse The relationship was
T in the early years of mi .
migration,
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monthly visits alid dsually stay no longer than itwo days,and gangs of
youths and boys who usuzlly meet on the wharf,on the top of corn stacks
in summer,in milk bars and at street corners. Wednesday and Friday are
market days when farmers Come in from the foothills. A farmer's wife
living nesr the railway tracks may habitually shop in Port Pirie,and
may travel as far as tweniy miles om market days fo reach the city.
The residents of the town are used to a quick turncver of strangers,are
mostly tolerant of them,and let them fend for thgmselves without pry-
ing into their reasons for being in town.

Port Pirie is a men's town. Without the‘Smelters it would be
doubtful whether there wouid have been a town of any size on the pres-
ent site,The Smelters today give employment to some one and a half
thousand labourers. The presence of the Smelters has given rise to
numerous satelliite industries employing Skilled,semi-ékilled,an&
unskilied labour. Skilled boilermakers are reguired for foundriess
ungkilled labour is wanted for railway yards,petroleum dum:-s and the
wharves., What clubs there are are associations of workers,seafaring
men,and smagll business men. These clubs are mainly drinking places.

Mer congregate in the bars of hotels at all itimes of the day,znd ggo

the rounds from one hotel to another. len will amble down to the
fisherman's wharf on a summer evening or a Sunday morning,and there

is usually someone at work on his boat there and disposed to yarne.

The coming and going of small fishing boats forms a pleasant background
for the idle curious,for men with an hour or two to pass between shifise
There are some two hundred registered fishing and pleasure boats
moocred 1o the fisheiman's wharf,and most of these are about tweniy

feet in length. Labourers work on shifts 2t the Smelters and on the
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wharves so that there ié usually some men around all day al the
hotels,or going to and from their work or homes. In summer thers is
no organized local sport of any importance.lMen listen to the races and
test matches in the bars of hotels and betting shops of a Saturday
fternoon. In winlter men become ardent barrackers at the local
foothall and soccer matches. The Janguage of men is loud on the wharves
in hotels,in the rallway yards,in the Smelters -~ places where women
seldom come. Pew women stay at the hotels,and none of these presumably
come for a holiday. Local women are less mcbile than the men and more

dependent, in the ocuter suburbs,on an infreguent bus service.

The centre of the community of Port Pirie is the centre of
comyunications,on the corner of Ellen and Alexander 8Streets,near
the Railwaﬁ Station,Post Office and the Wharves. On one corner of
these intersecting streects is the Corporation Buildings,on the two
other cerners are the leading hodels,and on the fourth corner is a

shopping block and terminus of suburban buses.

Port Pirie and the country round it is flail,treeless,and
badly~drained. The soil is salt-impregnated,and the air suffused
with sulphur fumes when the wind blows from the north.Consequently
people are discouraged in making gardens.Salt water seeps to the
surface in high tides,and in some areas rain water is lefit lying
in stagnant pools during winter. Sewerage is primitive., The

Corporation is responsible to & labour-elected group,who,it is said,

mﬁgﬁﬁ%

ST
are without business experience and foresight. They are regnfafﬁ 2

returned in majority by working-men voters who,however they m
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take refuge in blaming the incompetence and greed of other men for in-
efficiency ané misfortune,are siill Ffaithful to their principle to vote
labour. Corporation rates abe minimal,and have been fixed by a State

law not yet repealed.lacking adeguate capital the Corporation has patched
roads with rubble and cinders,and this costs more in the long run than
the building of solid bitumen or concrete roads. Heavy vehicular traffic
has increased since the war with the extensions to the Smelters and

the consiruction of a Uranium-treating plant,aznd roads are deteriorating

rapidly. The Corporation canrot,at present, cope with the pan system

Tor the removal of refuse,labour being short and inefficient for this
unattractive work,and houéebuilding going on witusout any restriction
because of the expansion of lecal industry. Without capital the Corpor-
ation cannot carry out proposals for public works. A pian for putiting
deep drainage into the main part of the town was projected forty years
ago,and the hope of the possible realization of thie plen with State
agsistance has discouraged the generael substitution of septic tanks.,
The typical Ausiralian's ambivalent attitude towards 'the Gov-
ernment" is modified in Port Pirie by z further ambivalent attitude
towards the Smelters. The Australian may be szid,on the general level
where one discusses "national chargcter“,to resent inderference from
Governments,but to expect help from them at every crisis. The effective
government in Port Pirie is the State rather than the remoter Federal
Parliament. The State had provided a fund of £20,00C for the victims
of o sali-water flocod in 1934. It had built a pipe line from the Murray
to Whyalla,from which Port Pirie benefited, It was building a large
Fower House at Port Auguéta sixty miles north,and = Uranium-tireating

plant adjacent to the Smelters. Road and railway link Pert Pirie tn

»
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Port Augusta and beyond to Cenﬁgl and Western Australia - areas which
the critical working man says need developing by the CGovernment. There
is a feeling of identification with the north,and I met men who thought
they should be rewarded as pioneers for the self-sacrifice of not-
living with the sophisticated in Adelaide.The influence of the Smeliers
is felt to be paramount in local affairs. Men who have done little to
improve their standard of life will blame the Smelters ftoo for ever&
wrong turn of events. The Smelters which is ecbviously wealthy should
lead the way,they declare,in any improving to be done in the towm. The
~mellers had contribuited in the founding of a municipal gardens,and
many regarded such public works as the responsibility of the Smelters.
At the same time no help is expected from the Smelters of the Corporai-
ion. The Corporation rarely interferes,and allows much latitude to the
individual.Not until the 1920s was it necessary for plans of buildings
to be submitied to the Corporation. 4s a consequsnce most buildings

in Port Pirie were built without an architect; extensions and outhouscs
have béen added by owners from time to time,and some of the dilapidated
wood and iron shanties are contiguous 1o solid stone structures.

With this frecdom from inhibition and resiraint a spirit of
~laissez-faire abounds. A man with enterprise can mzke capital,and many
of the town's most noted citizens have built themselves up from nothing
through small businesses. The possibility of business gives a commox
reference point t¢ the commercial class. A man will begin a conversat-
icn more readily by enquiring about the state of business than he will
pass remarks abouil the westher. Buéiness men drink at different bars
from the labourers. Their drinking is accompanied by a certain affab~-
ility since they wish to make good connexions. Much of their drimking

is justified on the grounds that it is good for business. There is
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a tendency for the successful man to avoid the less enterprising.
But in other respects the business group are not very removed from the
working class,with whom they may sympathise politically. The community
is small enough for a professional man to know all other profession-
al men,and many workers besides. The prosperity of the workers effects

the prosperity of the town.

There are no exclusive men's groups in Port ¥*irie,and no occas-
ions when an elite comestogether. Status is not clearly defined,and
not inherited.There are no old,proud,colonizing families in the
gistrict. Children go commonly to the same State and Tatholic schools,
and very few are sent away to board on reaching sécondary school level.
The interests of the fechnician-engineer are given priority in adult
education,but the engineer obtains higher status as a successful than
as an informed man. The medical profession occupies a special position,
and the general practioner ig appealed to as a general authority to
decide out-of-the-way issues not within nis province. Nevertheless,
with all this egalitarianism,there is a feeling of the uncleanliness.
and inferiority of subordinate racial groups. The discrimination seems
to be largely capricious,for Port Pirie itself grew rapidly in a

makeshift fashion,guided by few clear or adequate standards.

Although Port FPirie is largely the product of the Smelters,
which commenced operation in 1888,settlement goes back to 1873,%wo
years after the town was surveyed and gazetited. The first building
was a wool shed erected to store wool from near-by stations. The wool

was lightered to sailing vessels lying outside the creek. Dengue and

typhoid broke out in the early years,and the harbour was only
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dredged and widened after the expenditure of much money. It was unlike-
ly that the seltlement would have flourished with these natural dis-
advantages if it had not been the Port for Broken Hill., 4fter 1888
it imported oregon for use in the Brcken Hill mines,and a railway was
laid to facilitate transpcrtation. It was possible,also, to reach
Adelaide in twelve hours by rail.

Port Pirie grew rapidly. The'population by the 1881 census was
901lsby 1901 it was 7,983. There were as many as thirty three ships
in pert at one time'during this period., Most of the buildings now
standing were erected in the ten years following the opening of the
Smelters. Inferior building continued,most of the houses being four to
siz-rcomed wooden and iron box siructures,with a passage down the
middle,and a verandah in front and rear. Stone houses could be built
for £250,galvanized iron houses for £220. Those who could not get
material for houses camped in canvas and hessian tents on the banks of
Dead Horse Creck,near the railway terminus,wharf and Smelters.Water sup-
ply was a problem in the early days and plumbing was added to some earl)
built houses duch later. It was not until 1918 when the Smelters under-

tock te supply current thait the town was adequately lighted°j°

During the 1880s waterfront workers organized themselves into
a Yorking Mans Associatipn. Loading and discharging cargoes was done
by the aid& of baskets carried on the lumper's shoulders and tipped
at the stack at the wharf frontage. There were,cn an average,S800

- P . v y - . "’\e
members of the Waterside Union upntil the first world war whenﬂﬁumbers
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3. Power was supplied to approximately 600 houses in 1918 compared
with 3,000 in 1936 .,.i.e. roughly to each househocld in 1936,
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were halved with the introduction of mechanical loading. & labourer
would get 8/- a day on the wharf compared with 7/6 in the Smelters.
Work in the Smelters was heavy,dirty,and dangerous. Bag
houses had not been constructed to catch the sulphur fumes,and the com-
pany sgr% casual labour by keeping an "open gateﬁ to take in on a
dally or weixly basis any lebour that was offering. Some of the jobs
would not be undertaken by any but foreign lebourers,many of them
firemen deserted from overseas ships. The ‘*Yopen gate! system for th e
recruiitment of labour selected labour from those prepared to work under
poor conditions and low standards,and it helped to kesp living stand-

ards low. In its total labour-force of 1,971 i 1525 the Smelters

employed 651 non-Australians;in 1952 the total labour-force was 1,551,

4. Until 1939 the job fore-

of which Tl were non- Ausiralian by birih.
men selected his labour outside the gate to make up for any absentees

until the Jjob was finished. If the labourer was willing and sati&fact-

ory he was added to the labour poovl.

The Coming of the Italians,

Ttalian seemen came to Port Pirie before the Smelters were
built. It is not possible to tell exactly how many ceme in these

early years,whether they had any intentions of settling,or for how i

T T ]

4, In 1925 thexre were 362 Greeks In 1952.....31 Greeks

104 Italizns 14 Italians

68 lMaltese 10 Kaltese
47 Scandinsvians 3 Scandinavians
20 Russians 4 Bussians

18 CGermans 5 Germans,
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they remained. Tbe=first overseas vessel with a cargo is reputed to
have arrived in 1869,and there is evidence that a few Italisns assisted
on the ketches that came up the gulf ,helping o lighfer wheat from the
meinland, Neturalizsation records suggest that a substantial number of
Italian§i$ére setltled in Port Pirie before 1900 came from ﬁaples and
Sicily. Conditions seem to have altered towards the end of the century,
and discriminations nade against Italians. I was told by one of thé
first Molfettese migrants that it was difficult for him to get work
on the wharf in 1890,except for half a day on the very hottest days,
but it was gquite easy to consiruct a small flat-bobttomed dinghy from
drift wood and row cut to the near-by mangrove creecks, Apparently
fishing paid,and alter one or two years a2 migrant fisherman could save
up enough money to return to his family in Itsly.

In 1896 a complaint was sent to the Harbour's Master in Adelaide
that "foreigners" were interfering with the livelihood of "British"
subjects in the coclony. Thirfeen or fourteen boats had been counted fisk
ing with small seine nets- across the creek shallows,disturbing the
breeding ground of fish. Further complaints and a petition signed by
twelve British subjects of the colony (three of these had German
nemes) conveyed the impression that the Britishers were being outnumbs
gred,and feared they would have their nets cut. "They have a scatier-
ed brotherhood of twenty-eight to thirty people working as one man.s
They are like an octupus...Fishermen come straight fram Italy and
start fishing as soon as they land. Four came in 1898, Every year the
fish are getiing less. In 1894 there were seventeen fishing,in 1898
there were thirty seven.”

Although the Molfettese were not the only Italians tao fish

they appear to have established a monopoly in fishing. They had
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been fishermen in Italy whereas the other Italians had been mainly sail-
ors and sall-makers, The brofherhood seems to refer to them. They were
related and brought each other cul,and they worked harder than the ot.ex
Italiens with a goal to return to their home town when they had saved
enough money for their passage. The other Italians,coming mainly
from Genoa,leghorn,and TreviSO in the Lorth of Italy were more literate
and became fish~buyers and fish-vendors.With their property initeresis
in Port Pirie,their greazter adaptebility,and their less intense at-
tachment fo their community and families of origin,they were more
inclined to settley;and become small-scale money-lienders to the retuen-—
ing Molfettese. Some married locally and had children buried in the
local cemetry before the end of the century. The descendants and found-

ers of only sever of these families remain in FPert Pirie todaye. °

Until the first world war,when most of the North Italians

were sent back To enlist in Italy,all the Italians lived near each
other and worked more or less as the one group. After about 1914 =a
separation occurred and two distinct categories of Italian migrant
could be discerned. There were the seamen who came almost exclusively
now from Kolfetta,and a group of labourers employed in the Smelters,
who came predominantly from the town of Boéca D'Arsie in Belluno. The
circumstances of migration and subseqguent history of the two groups
were almost entirely different. Once the numbers involved were suf-
ficiently large a separation between the two groups was maintaineg,
both because their cultural origin was different and because their
relationship with the host socciety was different.The migration from

Rocca D'Arsie owed much to the successful migration of one manj that

from Molfetla was bound up with the Lolfetitese family. The fate of the



27
North Italians in Fort Pirie was linked with policies adopted by the’
Broken Hill Associated Smelters. The lack of discrimination offi the
part of the host socisiy in aseribing a common identity to all Ital-
ians retarded their assimilation. No doubt North Italians and South
Italians shared some interests and responsibilities along with a
commnon recently~acquired nationality,but their differences were more
striking. They did not so much consider themselves as Italians as men
from Rocca D'Arsie;or men from Molfetta., In order to bring out more
clearly the cultural differences separating these North from these
South Italians;and hence the respeciive culiural gaps between the
comnunities of origin and the host society which was congldered relev -
ant for the discussion of assimilation, I shall cbmsider briefly and
in turn some of the attitudes and activities found in both the commun-
ities in question. At the present moment 17 will be sufficient %o
note that the historical separation of horth from Bouth Italy,and the
casual attitude of the Italian government towards its migrants did not

tend to unite the two groups as fellow Italians.

Italy and Migration,.

During the nineteenth century the Italian govermment had haraly
formulated a policy with regards to migrants. In 1910 it recognized
thzt the departure of thousands of unskilled labourers yearly to
Burope and America could be an economic advantage to Italy if the
migrants retained their ties to Italy. Migrants imported goods made:
in Italy,and were encouraged to do soj;they seni back money earhed

nell'sstero ,and it was made easy for them %o do so, The Italian~

born male naturalized outside of Italy could regain his Italian citizen-
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ship after six months' residence in Italy,and some Molfettese fishermen,

holidaying in Italy,were conscripied for the Turkish war in 1911,for

the first world war,and for naval service afier and between the wars.

Records and stetistics were kept in ihe Town Halls at Rocca and Holfetia.

Adults were given identity cards and strangers might be arrested at

night if they were found moving aimlessly about in the sireets. Tg these

cards wae later added information of edueation and progress at school.
Few of the intellectual elite migrated from Italy until afier

the first ﬁorld war. Their motive for migration may be considered to

be political,whereas the major Italian motive for migration was econom=-

ical., The wealthy almost invarisbly migrated to South America,where the

bulk of Italian migration went between the two wars. Mussolini discour—

aged the migration of the elite and of those who were to build up a

strong I%aly,but there does not seem to have been many difficulties

placed 1u the way of Molfettese fishermen coming to Australia.

Very little attention ﬁas given officially to the migration to
Australia. Almost nothing was taught about Australiaz in the schools,
while many lessons were devoted to North and South America. In 1925 zan
agreement with the Austraslian Government to restrict emigration to those
who had &40 capital or who wére nominated had little effect on Molfettese
migration,although it may have had considerable effect in curtailing
the carual migration of North and South Iftalians who had no relatives
in Austrazlia. The casual Norih and other South Ifalian migration to
Fort Piriei' reached its peak in toe years 1920-24 ,and had practically

ceased by 1930C.
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5e See appendix One.
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The Eigration of North JItalian Labourers from Roccs D'Arsie.

The first Italian recognized in Port Piris as having wealth and
influence was a man called Angelo Bassani,who was listed in the direct-
ory of 1900 as an Qyster Saloon Proprietor. Before he came to Port Pirie’
he had travelied fairly extensively throughout Southern Australia with
his wife,a Swiss girl who had worked in cafés. Bagsani became,de facto,
an Italian consular agent with connexions in Adelaide,Port Lincoln
(where the oysters came frcm}Melhourne and Broken Hill. In 1908 he re-
turned to his home town of Rocca D'Arsie in Belluno showing signs of
prosperity. When he appeared at the local inn wearing a hard-hitter h at
he created guite an impressicn. The news of his arrival spread through-—
out the village of Zoccas and families from the scattered farms gathered
at the inn. The story is stbll well-remembered how he entertained all
present producing a sovereign to cover expenses,and,when a peasani who
had never seen gold tefore wondered at it,Bassani drew out a bag of ccins
and scattered them over the table. Australia came 1o be known as the
land of pleniy,and the shipoping company at CGenoca with its agent at Feltre

spread the rumour that gold could be picked up in the streets.

-

Roceca D'Arsie has a population teday of one and a half thousand,(q
wostly consisting of pocr people working on scattered farm vieyards,liv-
ing in family units of seven to fifteen in stone houses two or three
stories high. & typical house would contain a cellar znd working room
on the basement,s kitchen,sitting room and dining room on the first

floor,three bed rooms on the top,and an attic for storage. 4 large family

6. The rumour wae well confirmed by informanis,cne of whom pointed to
the gold finds at halgoorlie as being responsible for it.

To_The Columbia Gazeteer of the World,1952 guotes the population as 1,537.
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brought prestigesbut it wes a struggle for modt to maintain nany child-
ren while thnese were young. From the latter part of the last century
sixty or seventy youths would leave Rocca regularly every spring with
the objecy of saving a 1itile money to buy a properts.With capital
a man could "live like a lord" ,own a block of land,send his grapes
to Belluno,and be free. Young girls went abroad as freguently as the
men and worked in factories in Switzerland. The men would seek work
farther from home in ¥France and Germany,as labourers in the fields or
on consiruction work with pick and shovel, The young men would send
their wages home to their mothers,who would pub any morey that could
be spared into bank accounts that could be opened when they became twenty
one Scne married men,too,would join the seasonal migration to Central
tending the cows,goats and pigs. In autumn the men would return to help
make checse and but.er,checp wood,cateh birds,kill pigs,and store food
‘for the oncoming winter. In the evening they drank wine and played
cards,while the young people sang and danced on a dunday night in fthe
hills.

The drive to earn a little more money to keep them sbove the sub-
sistence level set up a seasonal migrsiion rhythm of life for the smail
peasant farmer of Hocca. rrosperiity was closely linked with the owner-
ship of land,which could be acquired but was mainly inherited through
the father's line. Division of property was equal among all children,
unless they proved themselves wasbers,and were cut off by a family
will.The lend was divided into strips by a surveyor so that easch son
inherited both fertile and pour land,some cultivated,some scrub,in

different parts of the town., Since redivision made it harder for

any one brother to maintain a family on = reduced aCreage,some agree-
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ment was usually made by which one brother would get the laznd and
another would get his share of the money. There were provisions in law
whereby brothers were forced to come to a settlement. If there were
a lot of sons in a family most of these,if the family was not to be
reduced to poverty,would be forced 1o migrate. Some would not marry.
There was a proverb to the effect : "Before you get married take a
lesson from the wild bird of the forst....Build your nest firmsacquir e
your family next." In this way population remained fairly siable.

There appear to be four classes of land-holding families in
Rocca D'Arsie. The first were the few rich,whose land had not been
subdivided among many children. The second and largest group were those
who owned insufficient land to keep them at their desired stendard of
living,and who migrated seascnally, The third group owned too small a
guantity of land to subsist even after seasonal migration. The fourth
group were those who had saved enough money to buy land from the third
group., lounger men who migrated overseas did not normaily inheri?t
land until later in life,and were prevented by legal clauses from draw-

ing an income from the land unless they were in Italy. Once they had

set rools in a new country of adoption they were little prepared io

return to the heavy taxes and subsistence-living of Norih Italy.

Opportunities and Conditions for their Employment in Fort Pirie.

A number of such men followed Bassani to Austrzlis after his vis—
it to Rocca D'Arsie in 1908. The country round Port Pirie was thought
at the time to be suitable for tobacco growing,and Bassani had arrang ~
ed to aseist many of his countrymen in this enterprise. He guaranteed
them accommodation,and tock over a group of houses on +the Terrace

s s © a - . L. - . . A
which he and his family maintained as Boarding Houses until Bis death
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in 1927. The tobacco-growing proved to be economically dnsuccessiul,

The Victorian Government heard of the scheme and financed tobacco
growers in the Goulburn Valley. But,although good crops were grown here,
distribution remsined a problem and the scheme folded up within two
years. The only work available to Italians in Fort Pirie at the time
was that offering by the Broken Hill Propriety in the Smelteré. Some

of the would-be tobacco-growers found heavy labotiring work through the
smelters at Iron Knob ; some returned to Italy during the strike at the
Smelters in 1909. Bassani had as many as twenty eight men staying wi th
him at one time before the first world war,including =zome Germans

the Smelters., liany of Bassani's men owed their passage

e

employed a
money to their fathers or the shipping company. They knew no English,
and were dependent on him. At the outbresk of the war most of them
obtained a free passage to recruit in Italy.

After the war it was difficult for the North-Itslian casual
labourer to find any work in Burope,and the introduction of passporis
digcouraged international (Buropean) mobility.len who were prepared
to take the trouble to obtain passports were probably prepared o
migrate for a longer period of time. The very act of obtaining a pass-
port required some forethought,not necessarily preseni in the casual
pre-war migrations. After the war America put restrictions on its
immigrant intazke. Thus the largest peak of casual Itzlian migration
to Port Pirie occurred between 1920 and 1926.8 Some of the migrants
were wasters who believed the storles 1that gold and fortunes could be
picked ®p in the new land with little effort. A large.number were
middle-aged men with wives and children in Itely. Most of them intend-

ed to stay for only a few yeats while conditions settled down in Europe,

P T E g ‘ ' e
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and had no knowledge of conditions in Australia. Ex-soldiers from
Bocca had their return fafe defrayed by the Australian Government.
They came back despising Southern Italians. During the war the Belluno
Alpine Regimeni had camped with a contingent of Southern Italians from
Aguila Picchono. ‘he Soufherners had never been moved away from their
homes previocusly,or been to school. They were homesick,cowa;aly,

and did not wish %o mix with the North Italians.

The labour turncver of Italians at the Smelters was rapid. The
contrast between the cold,stimulating climate of Rocca and the hot,
trying sumrer of 1922 in Fort Pirie discourage& many of the workers,
There were nc showers installed in the Smelters. Some unscrupulous
Australians let out beds which were occupied both day and night Ey
alternative shift workers,without a change of beddins. Many stayed
only & month?and sought work elsewhere,frequently on the cane fields
or wolfran mines of WQueensland.

At this time there was much internal migration going on among
Italians in Australia,similar té the internal migration pattern that
had proceeded it among land-wcerkers in Eurcope, Italians kept in touch
with one another to report on conditions in various parts of the cont—
inent. Comparative estimastes of labour condiiions were continually
being made and exchanged,and freguently the labourer would only
stay in one job until he heard of something that promised betler
elsewhere,or he had sufficient funds to seek the more promising Jjobe.
Italians worked in gangs of ten or a dozen in the Smelters under a
leading hand who,it was likely, had been employed in the Smelters before
the war. It is these leading hands who setiled in Port Pirie,while

fellow Italians moved to more congenial,farming occupations.
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4y conditiong improved in the Smelters the labour turnover
and force were reduced.ln 1924 an enquiry was made into lead poison—
ing. Italians were among the heaviest sufferers,partly because they
were employed in the more dangerous Jjobs and partly because they were
less particular in,and had fewer facilities provided for,their personal
hygiene. It was suspected that some foreign-born esmployees bought lead
ointments from fthe chemist,or neglected to take precautions,because
they wanied the £8C0 compensation money to return to Burope. Compens-
ation claims increased remarkably in number once compensation was
known aboutyand this confirmed the suspicion. The company grew reluct .-
ant to employ labourers with dependents in a foreign country. Again,
with the improved metallurgigal processes the less skilled ladbour was
weeded out., A de-silvering process was introduced in 1931-2,with bag
houses to catch sulphur fumes, There was & reduction of thirty per
shift in the refinery. While the work was mechanical it had not been
necessary 1or each worker to be able to speak and understand English.
With the guick turnover of labour this was not pessible, The Ilabourer
worked as one of a team witkh the leading-hand gang-interpreter as a
semi-official go-between and guide. When the work became less mechan-
ical the gangs grew smaller,and the labourer was reguirec to work

more as an individual and on his own initiative.

A prolonged strike in the late twenties obliged the Smelters
to give priority to married,then to single Australians. Labour was
reduced in the Smelters during the depressionjand the recently—engaged
and non-Australiasn labour were the first to be reduced. The labour
intake of Italians employed in the Smelters dropped,by my estimate,

from 105 (between 1920-24) to 32 (between 1925-29) %o 3 (between
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1930-4}9‘

With easier and heélthiar‘condiéions of labou¥,good wages,
and a lead bonus paid to 21l employees,there is now a wide competition
to enter the Smelters., Italisn lsbour was given a low pricrity in ths.
vears of fascist imperialismyalthough North Italians headed by the Bel-
luno section made it guite clear that they discredited fascismalo° After
the second world war the Smelters adopted an employment system giving

N . . 1
priority to ex-servicemen,soms of old employees,and Australians. 1e

The Iftalians now remaining in the Smelters work side by side
with Australians,and with premiums going to long-established Australian=-
ism many have adopted Australian values and norms. Their leisure habits
approximate to those of the Australian workman,and they may be found
listening to races in hotel bars on Saturdays .They have become suspic-
ious rather than respectful of managemeni., Their norm of conformity is
expreésed in the 1diom "being one of the boys". The Italian-born worker
must think and express himself in a certain way before he can be accepi-
ed outside a small circle of friends as & "regular fellow". He must
understand something of the mystique of mateship,expressed in spontan-
epus willingness to help his fellow workmen allied with him against
management and a rugged natural enviromment. When he is referred to as
"dago' of “grill"12° he ig in effect being challenged as to his under-
standing of the Australian ethos. As an assimilated Australian workman

he should be prepared to defend,by verbal truculence or a show of
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9.5ee also Appendix One. B

10.Fascist violence may have been more evident in the North thah the
South. More resistance would have bean expected there,

1ll.Some looseness is expressed in the definition of "Australian'.by the
employment section.lt certainly means naturalized Australian,Australian-
speaking,and extends to Australian-seeming and Australian-~born.

12. A recent,disparaging,local nickname for the Italian.
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fighting,the most trivial aspersions to his manhood and fitness to belong.
He must be prepared to defend the position that he is the equal of any
other Australian,and that he does not set himeelf up to be apart from

or superior to any other Australian.

The Italianlabourer who had long associsted with Australian work-
men in the Smelters has become the most decided of all workmen I encounter-
ed in his contempt for the Kolfettese group of ignorant fishermen. He
despises the Molfetiese as the dirt - even though in his standards of
cleanliness and morality the Kelfettese is frequently purer than the

Northern Italiane.

Some General Remarks on the Molfettese Migration.

Nearly all the South Italian migrants in Port Pirie have come from
¥olfetta,where they were fishermen,as were their fathers before them., While
the Northerners came to Auétralia independently,usually after teavelling
through Europe,the Molfettese came as mewmbers of a family group,one affer
another,one spousored by another,father nominating his son,a brother
his brother, a man his friend. As fishermen they worked first as a tsam,
the younger men sereving an apprenticeship to the elder,who made all the
decisions,were responsible for them,and guaraniteed them work and food.

A

ig fishing was available for them at Fort Pirie very few Lolfettese

b\

entered ithe Smelters,and comparatively few left Port Pirie to find employ-
ment in other parts of Australia.

The migration situation is an interestingly paradoxical one. The
Apulien fisherman is strongly attached to his family -~ a man,for example,
once locked himself into z room for a week when one of hisg parents died ~

and he dislike§ being away from home for any long periocd of time. He was
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strongly attached to the community in which both he and his predeces-
sors were born. feil in migrating he left his town,his home,and his fam-
ily for an indefinite period to live frugally in a country sbout which

he initially knew nothing,and in which he was treated as an inferior.

o 1 - )
Since many Miolfetiese migrated early in life = ,1% should not be un-

reasconable to expect that the young migrant whould have the zest of
an adventure-loving boy,wishing to explore his new environment and
to seek out new experiences for their pwn intrinsic worth. But the
Molfettese was nct enterprising or spurred by adventure ;he was noil
a gambler 3 he avoided taking risks; he distrustea the outsider,and he
did not at first trust his money to the care of banks. One of his main
outlets against economic distress haa been a sexual one,out having
migrated he was enforced through his economic and racial inferiority
to live a chaste life.

A fuller understanding of the motives undeelying the migration
of tb@ fishermen and the adeption they made to the new environment of
Port Pirie may be gained from a brief descripition of their community

of origin ahd the pattern of living they conformed to in MNolfetta.

The Background of the Nolfettese Fishermen,and its bearing on Migratione

Historically Molfetta is very ocld. There are caves near the sca

that bear relics of setilement in pre-~Roman times. Molfetta was a fishing

S U U D Sy D T

13.In a2 random sample of 25 Northern Italians and 25 Holfettese the
ages o. migration were as follows :

Agze Group Molfetiese North Ttal, i

0-1C 3 nil

1i-19 8 3.

20-29 9 %} 2 ‘115%, talians,
-39 4 nil Yo ?feSn
ﬁo 4G 1 4 qe grouv 9’
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viliage in the 1lth. century when the Knight Templars built a hospit al
there for4passing Crusaders, The town was walled in mediaeval times
and governed by a Prince. Since the 1l6th.century the marine industry

s been the main source of occupation.A new city was built on the
cutskirts of the old walls in the 19th.century,during the latter part
of which the beginnings of industrialization and migration ftoock place.
The populetion of Eolfetta was some 14,000 in 1811; it had doubled
itself by 1871,and doubled itself again by 1921. The fishing fleet seems
to have expanded more than proportionately,14° There were approximately
one hundred boats in the harbour in 1861j;approximately two hundred and

fifty boate (6,000 mariners) by 1900. In 1884 ship-building began,an 4

ketches up to 100 tons were bullt, ot all these were used for fish

irawling,but enough were in commission to threaten the security of
-+

the small-craft owner by bringing -a glut of fish to Molfetta. By 1930

over 80% of the boats were egquipped with engines and refrigerators,

~

and,with a crew of six to twelve,they used to stay out for fourteen

.
days or more before returning and ecuipping themselves againa*b'

There were degrees of prosperity among fishermen and there was
aiways the possibility,if 2 man had 2 large family of Dboys to work

for him and some initial capital,that he could become prosperous througl

14.Statistics and facts from L& Cento Citta D'Italia Illustrate,
medio-evale e moderna, 1930; Encyclopedia Italiasna ; Statistica delle
mlbra31on1 da e per ll'esterojCensimento Generale della populaziones
and Anniincio Statistico della Emigrazione Italiane.

15.Molfetta was second to Sicily in its fishing catches for 1949-50,..

i.e. 1t caught more fish than “ezzuoll,uclaccl, ‘alermo and Chioggia :

Statistica dellszs pesca s fella caccia.
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fishing. Some fishermen owned small boats and went oub daily;some

had shares in the ownership of larger boats,but most earned only a
share in the preofits of the catch of the trawler on which they worked.
It was the embition of many a men who migrated to Canada,the Americes ,
or Australia that he would earn enough money to return one day and
become the owner of a irawler. Children boasted in plaF that when
they grew up they would sail otlin the harbour as master or mzte on

a large fishing schooner.

~Fishermen had been lowly people,midway in status between the
Corporation or Wharf workers and the tradesmen. Few before 1927 were
. 16 . . . .
literate. = They were lcoked down upon and ignored by the rich,
educated,and professional classes. Yet they had a ceritain independence
and pride in their work which thse day-lsbourer had not. They would talk
on a friendlt basis with Corporation and unekilled labourers,but would

only accept with reluctance a Corporation or wharf Jobe.

No matter to what %1a$s a man belonged before he migrated he
returned as a “campagnaé‘ - or a man from a far country. He enjoyed
the higher status belonging to a more prosperous American or Australian.
He would meet other returned emigrants and discuss compzratively tae
profits of fishing in South America,Alaska,or the United States. His
company and advice wogld be scught after at tiumes by those of a higher
soclal pesitihon. Although it could not have been a motive that led men to
migrate in the first place,this glorious homecoming later mdded to the

attractions of migration,and possibly persuaded a would-be emigrant,who

oo

S . = e et

16. When Mussolini introduced compulsory education into Italy.
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was on the margin of doubt between migrating and not migrating,to seek

his fortune in a remocte land. The hardships of this remote land were as
yvet unreal to him ;the pleasaniness of homecoming he had witnessed in

another's cace, I infer as much from the biographies I took.

o . .
But kolfetta d4id not remain az static community,and the retmrning

pigrant found much that was a2lterimg. After 1925 Eolfetta became increas—

ingly industrialized with the construction of macaroni,brick,cement,rope,
soap and bedding factories, 0Olive oil works and timber Fards utilized
near-by resources. In the light of this progressive expansion the question
might be asked at this stage 3 - "Was migration ever really necessary?

Was there no mobllity of labour from fishing tb indusiry,particularly
after 1925 7V If there was =such mobility it would appear that attach-
ment to a particular occupation or mode of eafning a living was a sironge
motive for action. than attachment to a particular family ard place,
agsuming that the action was rational. The tenacity with which the Molf~
ettese held to their age-o0ld dependence on the sea and continued as fiih-
ermen in new environments. should be considered conjointly widh alternat-
ive occupations available in Italy. The answer to the quesitions is contair
ed partly in the popular sayings of the migrantle; and their constant
quoting of comparative densities of population in Italy and Australia.l
I was told that there was so much labour available in Italy that a2 man
must have special skill in his irade before he could be sure of consitant

AR 5t o

s s e 20 e mre . -

17. Such as : "Italy is so crowded that there is no room to caste yomr
anchor there.”

18.In lolfetta the density is 815 people per sg. km
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enployment in it. & foreman could at any time ask a labourer to work
overtime without notice or reward, and if the labourer objected he
could be told to go elsewhere. The laboursr could be dismissed at
any time,and he in turn did not feel obliged to give notice to his
employer if another and bhetter job becéme available for him. If,for
exanvle,a small area of fence was fto be painted,then two iabaﬁrers
might be engaged fto paint it sidé by side so that they sould be
‘compared in skill and output,one with another,and only the more satis-
factory worker would be retained. Because of its abundance and lack of
o;ganization the price that unskilled labour commanded on the market:
was small, Sane unemployment had besen relieved through public works,
¥olfetta had,for example,been supplied with water from the mountains
in 1917. I% had had‘scarcely any washing facilities previously. Ig?
had been given up-to-date roads and sewerags during the depression.The
cemetry had besen made to seen a garden,and work is still'gming on in
renovating the harbour and beaches. Conseguently,for the unskilled and
iliiterate fisherman there was little mobility of lsbour in Italy.His
way of hope still lay in saving enough money to buy a ‘trawler,or a
small business on his own account. Afier compulsory elementary education
was introduced to Molfetta in 1927 a new world of opportunity was opened
to his sons. who proved able and Williﬁg to learn. The enterprising
but poorly endowed yaoung man no longer had to migrate to a remoie
country in order .o obiain the capital and security to marry and to
support a family,but'could obtain these,and the respect of his neighboui&
‘ 19.

through his diligence in attending a trade school and becoming a

idstituti tecnici,imstituti magistrali,inmstituti femgn%%;,gggq,§mq‘%$ie-
mentari.institutl con ordinamento autonomo,instituti a1 cu > g
'per%eélonamenco. e

19, Some of these were: Ginnasi e licel ginnasi,licle scientifici,
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a skilled artisan. FPerents came %0 hope that one of thelir younger
gsons would become an artisan, and there were some fishermen who might
have returned to Italy earlier who remained away from their families
1o meet the expenses of secondary education far these sons. To the
older liclfettese growing up during the depression,and faced with the
overcrowding of the fishing industry in kolfetia,the most rational

plan of action was to seek new fishing grounds elsewhere.

The Migrations of the liolfettese,

The main impulse to migrate in the years immediately prior
to the second world war came from men maturing before 1930,who were
handicapped educationally by the younger men who were sent to trade
schools after this date. Fishermen born in the 1870s and 1880s had
had little or no education. Their prospects and way of life were those
of most fishermen born before the middle tweniies. 4 boy used then
to be put to work at the age of six if his parentvs were poor. He
could be useful in many odd jobs if he went to sea in a trawler.One
of his taské‘was to call the crew mEmbers, living scattered over var-
ious parts of the town,when the fishing boats were to leave about
Tfour ofclock in the morning. Besides this it was considered that when
he wenﬁ fishing he would earn =z skill that would make him useful,e
rerhaps to a relstive overseas who needed assistance. Lot having =
detailed knowledge of fishing grounds in the Meditervanean his skill
during the early years of his life was not 2 strictly localized one.
Such a man was a potential migiant. He liked his sons in turn fto
follow the same cceupation as himself,and depending on their vision

4 sl blis 3 their fam-
of the future the fishermen who established themselves and
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ilies in Port Pirie before the last war tock it as a matiter of course
that their sons would become fishermen, Being fishermen thay had at
least to consider the possibility of making temporary settlements

wherever fish w & abundant and marketable,.

A precedent to migration was set up by the formation of
llolfettese '"colonies® in the llediteryanean. Some 3,000 liclfettese

had migrated to other counitries by 1931,and these were mostly fisher-

men, Fishermen sailed to Egypt,Turkey,Tunisia in the nineteenth

century,and had capiured the fish market of Patros,which supplied a
large part of the fish to Central Greece., Fishermen migrated first

to Greecc,then to Turkey,Russia,Australia,Bgypt,Central Africa,and

s g - P | s .
Asia Minor. There are Molfetisse B Port Pirie who were born in

s

Turkey,in Egypt,in Canada,;and in America., Greek and HEgypfian are

o

spoken by a few of the fishermen,

Many more Hclfettese went to the Americas than to Australia,
since the distance was shorter and the money for thke passags fare
less. Those who went %o Brazil were readily assimilated and less freg-

n . .20 \ L _
uently returned fto Italy. Nearly all the Italians who came o
Port sirie were related to one another,and some returned to Porid
Pirie after veing more successful in the Americas because they had

3

. A ., Z
nore relatives in Australia.

20. fron genealogies ,and Jose Rbos,The Italian in Brazil U.W.E.S5.C.0.
1950,
21.This important point was born out by the genealogies,and implied
by some of the statemeg?s of informants. The relative. strgn%
of economic and family ties would differ presumably with erent
families.It raises a host of interesting speculations which gannot

be gone into here.
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Their Migration to Port Pirie.

The Molfettese firsf came to Port Pirie in 1889, During the
next twenty years they continually came and went,passing each other
on the way,borrowing and lending from each other,carying news to and
from Ttaly in the days when Very few of them at home or abroad could
read and write. The earliest migrants left the bulk of their property
and possessions in Italy. & man may have brought a charm or the phot
graph of his mother,fiance,or patron saint,but he usually had no

other clothes than those he wore. Those who,migrating for the first
time,had brought a suit of c¢lothes with them fcound no occasion to
wear it and had nowhere %o keep it while they lived in lean-io

bhumpies. Consequently their clothes quickly shrunk and deteriorated,

Bringing few possessions with them the early lolfettese were
more sirongly motivated to return to Italy. The time interval betwse
succesaive return voyages gradually grew longer for individual
remigrating Molfettese,and for tne migrants ggnerally. Migration
to Australis and America was comparatively simple in the years
prior to the firs. world war 3 fares were cheap,and shipping com-
panies encouraged the to-and-fro movement of passengers Tor their
own profits, In addition thers were more overseas vessels before inte
national trade sheunk and the asroplane geve an alternative mode
of *transport. When,after the first world war,passports became
necessary for international travel and passage fares gradually rose
the Molfeitece were discouraged from returning to Italy at reguler
intervale,snd encouraged tc accumulate their possessions and

make their home in the one country or the other,.

-
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Meny of the first arrivals were married,and have since returned
to Itely,while their sons have replaced them in Ausbralia.The retired
liclfettese are still considered in Fort Firie,if they are ever referre
toyas successful migrants. DBut mot all the early arrivals were
successful. OCne fisherman -~ whose story is typical in its account of
entrances and exits during the early part of the cenbtury - came to
Fort Yirie at the request of an elder brother. (This brother ha& in
turn been called to Austrzlis by his eldest sister's hﬁsband,recently
deceased § the eldest sister's husband came by an invitation of the
brother and friend of the first arrival). The fisherman was naturalizec
in 1913%,being advised to go through the formality of maturalization
by a policeman at that Time. He returned to Italy fram 1909-1912,
from 1519-1920,three times between 1921 and 1929,and from 1929 to
1937, During his firet and last trips he tried to earn his living as
z fisherman on the Adristic Sea. In his cther trips he was married
and begat his children. He returned to Austiraiia in the first place
because @e had discovered fishing grounds in the Spencer's Gulf for
which he had litile campetition. He went back to Italy because his hean
was in Italy,because he wanted to get married,and because when married
he could not or did not persuade his wife to some to Ausiralia. He
cane to Australia finally with his eldest son,who fished with him
until the remainder of his family migrated to Ausiralis in 1947. From
his story three common aspects of the migration pattern of the
liolfettese to Port Yirie early in this ceniury can be summarized.

(1) The Molfettese hoped taat his stay in Australia would be

2

short,and that he would only have to remain until he had saved enough
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money to return and establish himself in Itsly. He might have to come
back to Australia several times before he had saved enough to be
able to return permanently.

(2)Because the speaking of English would not help him in Italy
he did not bother fto lsarn to speak it in Australia,or to associzte
wits Australians, He did not invest money in Australia,but sent his
savings tc Italy where they could be used to gain him presitige;a
wife,and later property. Hoping eventually to mske good in Italy he
did not insist that his wife should come out to Australis. She was

locking after his property and interests in ltaly,

TS
(oY

JFinally,after he had returned to Italy and failed financial-
ly,and with more and more lolfettese coming to Australia,he severed
his economic ties with his birth place,and saved tc buy a house and
p;opery:mzﬂust=a1ia. Hlere he could make more monsgy as a fisherman
more surely.

The guestion of making monegy more easily in Australis is not
a relative one,governed by comparstive standérds of living. The quesi-
ion itself iz relevant but not here, The man who returned to Australia
after setting up a business or dbuying = trawler in Italy had made the
capital in Australilia with which he set up the business. He lost this
capital in Italy while taxes were high during the Abyssinian war,
and businesses were taxed not on the income they received,but on the
profit they ought +to have earned,determined in advance by assessors.

The pattern of migration in relaticn to the length of stay

in Ausitralia,the property brought inio or accumulated in Australisz,

the competion of family units in Ausiralia and the consequent

orientation towards Australis,was gradually being medified throughout



47.

the century. For historical purposes it is possible to distinguish
four pericds of migration in which the pattern of migration was
influenced or cdirected by nistoricel events in Itely,lustrslisz,and
among the kolfettese themselves.

Thus the first exploratory period of migration occurring
btefore the first world war mzay be said to have terminated about
1611 when the first koclfetlese wamen came to Port Pirie. By contrasti,
the second period of migration from 1911 dntil about 1927 was one of
indecision. Travelling restriciions after the first world war and
the realization that the ffequent back~and-forward sea voyages were
expensive faced men with the problem of whether to bring their
families to Austrelia or return permanently to Italy. For some the
indecision was carried over intc the third peried of migration last-
ing until the outbreak of the second world war. But during this third
period more and more Molfetiese women came to Ausitralia,and their
hustralian-born children were growing up in Solomontown. This period
was Therefore generally one of consclidation and activity on the
papt of the Holfeittese. Fimally,the fourth period of migration separs
ates off the post-war migrant period,and will be considered in more
detéil after some atitention has been given to the growth of the
Holfettere community durin g the third migration period. Houghly
speaking,a major event effecting both Italy and Ausiralia separaﬁed
one period off from another, The first period was divided from ﬁhe
second by the first world war;the second from tue third by a world
deprassion;and the third from the fourth by the second world war.

The first period of migraition was characterized by sirong

Italian orientation,and freguent migrations. The Molfetteme had
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certain relations during this period with WNorth Italians and other
South Italians,who lived near them and actsd as advisors. They had
a unity of interest and fortune with these Italians,and among them-
selves they were co-operative. By the third periocd of migration an
incipient Australian orientation - a2 recognition of the potentialit-

ies of Australiia - was emerginge.

The differsnces in atiitude characterizing the successive
peticds of migration wers =subtle and diffused. They were not,for
this reason,less real. The changes of atiitude cannot be demonstratec
or explained by statistics,or by any one factor,such as economic
motives,alone. The Molfettese migrant did not calculaie his chances
of survival in the one country as againsi those of another. His
leaving bis family to seek fishing grounds in a remove country
did not mean that he cared more for fishing than for his family,
or that his family was unimportant to him.The hypothesis that scon~
omic motives weré mainly responsible for emigration while ties towax
family and community of origin brought the migrant back again when he
had earned sufficient money requires furiher analysis. It could
only be established if the enguiry were extended to cover the in-
comes of migrants relative to those of non-migrants.lt might be
shown from such an investigation that the migrants were not the

most indigent group in Mplfetta,and that many of them could have

7

orted a family a2t their accustomed standard of life if they

suD)

[

by

had remained in Molfetta.
There is no available evidence on comparative standards of -

living between either migranit and non-migrant in Italy,or beiween
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the migrant in Australia and the non-migrant in Italy. While granting
that it would be absurd to expect men to migrate continuously if

they did not consider there was some economic gain from migrating,
it is not possible to push the argument of aciual economic gain very
far. Migration was a more emotional underitsking than statistics might
reveal. &Always the way of the migrant was the way of hope.22 Both
North and South Italians agreed that Italy was a beautiful country.
But the poor man had no chance to look around there and enjoy the
beauty., There were too many people in Italy. Australia,on the other

hané,was an infant countiry - the best country in the world for a poor

mane.

The Molfetlese Famiiy and Migraticn,

Economic factors had an important indirect bearing on migratie
through what may be called the'honour of the family'. Fishermen did
net only wish to subsist,but to win $the approval of others by a
display of generositiy at fcstéﬁ,and by being able to provide

handsome dowries for their daughters.

It was a matter of honour for a family to get its daughters
married as well as they could be. The marriage contract was arranged
through an'estimator' who was selected in the first place from his
or her knowledge of ﬁhe‘potentialities and assets of the families
involved, The prospective greoom would say how much he wanted when
he married a perticular girl,and he would have to pay an eguivalent
amount himself towards the setting up of the new house. The value
of each item brought by the respective bride and groom was calcul-

A

ated by the ‘'estimator' . Once the coniract was agread and made

22. Il cammino della sper:
: a allZa... . the co
migratien, mmen
A

theme of Italian
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public it wes a matiter of honour for both families to see it fulfil-

led. It was the duty of the soms in a family with a disproportion-
ate number of girls 1o make up the deficit for the dowriss of their
sisters 1f tnelr father could not provide for these alone. Without a
dowry the marriage of his sisters would be delayed,and this delay it-
self meant that _hey could only be given in marriage to the least des
irable men. To prevent this a man freguently migrated,worked,and
saved in company with his future brother-and-law. In this manner
each was able to meet hisgs side of the dowry agreed on in advance in
the marriage to be contracied between one of them with the sister of

the other.

The theme of family honcur exiended in many directions. It was
concerned with the behaviour of each of the members of the family,
ascribing norms of conduct to these,-nd stressing the part that
aaqh played in the perpetuation of life through the aliiances of
families. lligration did not interfere with such alliznces,but,as
it has been stated, it fscilitated them. Without this emphasis on %
honour of the family and the pride of certain families of raising
themselves in a grade of honour,the separation of s home-loving-

man from his wife,home,and possessions would hardly be intelligible.

A

Without wishing 3c trest the subject of family honour exhaustively
at this stage I will give one further illustration of this motive
to substantiate the argument that it was an important consideratio
in the thoughts of men who decided to migrate from Molfetta,

Tn Mplfetta,as in other towns in Italy,living-spe®e Wwas
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limited and families rented or owned two or three-roomed flais,
called.gégg or houses,in blocks of houses,three or four sloreys
high. There were four or five such houses on each landing,and
women and children constantily visited one another in their leisure
moments. Under conditions of severe economic compelition only re-—
lieved by family co-operation,rivalries and jealousies among fam—
ilies who suddenly improved their posiiion could become accute. By
the widdle of the depression families who owned houses or whe lived
onn the top storey considered themselves superior 1o tﬁcse who lived
on the bottom. Foverty could be something which through its implie-
ations was to be ashamed of. The phrase "living on the bottom"
signified low-class people low in the scals of family henour,who
were symbolically without education or the will to improve themsslves
given to narrow-mindedness and cankerous gessiping,and given to
swearing,throwing rubbish infto the streests,superstitious and dirty
in their habits,toc improviden®t to raise themselves. From such fam-
ilies presumably ceme the rrostitutes,the women without pride. From
such degredsafion the honourable family went to great lengths to
pPreserve itself,aﬁd recurrent examples of the distress of the poor
spurred on the respecf&ble families to work and to save harder in
order to make useful alliances,and ryeintain thelr honour.

Rents were not very much higher for houses on the upper
storey,but the additional expense deterred the less enterprising.
Wealth alone could nbt buy respectability j nevertheless,in Italy
there was almost an inseparable barrier between the wealthy and
the poor classes,and the poor who aimed at respectability aimed

. s
also at acquiring wealth ., The man who was prerared to migrate
w Py Low] g
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to Australia to improve the position of his family alsoc aspired to
8it on a balcony with his family on summer evenings in Molfetta,

watching the movements of the people below,

Yet,though it promised to improve family honour and securi ty,
the migration of men in their most productive years caused much
family distress. In some familiss where there were many song the
mother would speak little to them about migration lest it should
encourage them to leave her. Fevertheless,she usually gave her
ccnéemt for the eldest son fo Join her husband,althcugh she might
have known from previous examples that when this happened there
was little chance that they would hoth return to Italy. She would
worry over adverse ltems of news,and,after they had been separated
for long periods,over the constancy of her husband. DBut every let-
ter and remittance of money was a reassurance. She would show the
letter to her neighbours,and give a detailed account of how She

there
used the money in her reply to her husband. In cther families,where,
was a preponderance of daughters,the mother might talk more freely
tc them about the virtues of sacrifice,partly as a measure of dis -
cipline. "Your father is away to keep you,to work for you,to bring

you things."

Again migration could become a habit in a2 man. Une fisherman,
Tor example, first migrated to Australia before he was married in
Italy. He subsequently migrated to Ban Francisco and Alaska on

two occasions,returning between migrations to Italy. He remigrated

to Australia in 1924,returned to-Italy,and finally migrated again

to Australiz. He was married im 1914 at the age of twenty eight.
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His sons were born in 1915 ancd 1918, His daughters were born in
1620,1923,and 1929. His photograph was in his wife’s bedroom,and
when the daughters grew older and asked where their father was they
would be shewn the photograph. When the father returned they refused
to recognize him,and went To thelr uncle saying - "my father is

only a piece of pvaper." It was such an episode as this that per-—
suaded the wife of this man to bring her daug.ters to Australia.
His repeated absences were due in the first place for his desire

to provide well for his family,then later o save for his daughters'
dowries, It might have been posgsible for him with his earnings fo
have settled in Italy at the oulbreak of the depression,although it
later became impossibvle for a man to get a Job there unless he was

a declared fascist. He did not remain long enough to try to obtain
employment in Iisly. His sons came to Australia in 1929 and 1631:

the remainder of his family came in 1935,

The Migration of liolfettese Women,and the Changing Afttitude towa:ds
the repeated Migration o . during the Second Perlod of ulgratlcna

No permanent Molfettese setilement with the possibility of
Australian crientation and assimilation was possible while the
Molfetiese men remained strongly attached to women in Italy. Family
gecurity and pride were rocted in Italy. The stadbility of the family
depended on the constancy and faith of the women as much as it did

the ecconomic contributions and sacrifices of the men. The place
of the Molfettese woman was traditionally in the home,and “home"

for the early Molfettese migrants to Port Pirie wag in Italy.

The arrival of the first kolfettese women in 1911 created a
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recedent,which was to change the thoughis of the Molfeitese in

t

tr

regard to emigration. While men lived in lean-to humpies or in =z
rat-infested shed during the first period of migration there was
1little guestion of their bringing thelr wives to Port Pirie,even

if the women would zgree to come. Centrasting with this,in the
fourth pericd of migration it was considersd a woman's duty to join

her husband in Australia,even though she might live more comfortably

with her mother's kin in Italy.

The migration of women,which because of its sociological
mplications has been taken here to separate off The second perioad
of migration from the first,was largely an oddity during this secon

period. Individual migrations can be accountsd Tfor as due to some
special set of circumstances,sometimes involving exceptional behav—
iour. Thus the first woman toc arrive had few relatives in Italy.

Her mother was dead,and she had no sisters.Her coming +to Australia
wag linked with the poverty of her family,which could not provide
her with a dowry. The man she married in Italy had procueed = room
in a house rented by a North Italian,and wanted to take a Molfettese

woman back to Australia with him., The anxieties attending her dec—
cision were no doubt mitigated by the promised migration of a young-
er sister~in-law,who arrived a few munths after her. The first wom-
an had no children. By 1922 four daughters were born in Ausiralia

to her sister-in-law,and the eldest of these was by this time con-
sidered old enough toc help her mother, The childless woman adopted
the second daughter and returned to Italy. No other Molfettese

woman or second-generation Molfettese has to my knowledge returned




adoption.
But,as was the gase with the Molfsttese men,the livlfettese
women 4id not migrate singly or =8 individuals. They migrated with

ather members of their family,and oame to be atiached to the pard

of their family that had migrated previously, The first family
migration occurred in 1913. The wife of a fisherman who had recent-—
1y died in FPort Pirieyand who was too old to remarry, decided to
Join her eighteen year old son who had migrated to Australia in
1902, She came in the seme boat with her two younger dzughters,

her deceased husband's brother's sons,and her deceased husband's
sister's son. The husband of her second daughter was fishing with
her sor in Port Firie. She so0ld her furniiture in Italy Yo pay for
the sea passagey and she let out roams to boarders to help pay for
the rent in the house where she now presided. Her boarders were
mainly relatives,and were charged 2/~ 8 week for a share of a room
and 2/6 a day for food. The arrangemsnt introduced a slightly high-
er standard of living in Port Pirie for larger numbers of Molfettess

men. This higher standard of livirg is a characieristic of fthe sec-

ond period of migration.

The family gradually extended and established itself. The

5

main brench,however, always remained through the superior attitude

it adopted towards other Molfettesc something of a conspicuocus

exceptien. In 1915 the youngest daughter marrieds in 1916 the hus-

~

band <of the sec

2
2.

nd daughter was drowned at sea; in 1918 the second

daughter married again; in 1921 the eldes®t daughter and her farmer
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husband and family migrated to FPort Piris to 1ive near the second
daughter. The son sold his boat to buy e business in Solomontown,
where he,his mother,his younger sister and her husband,and later

their children and children's husbands and wives all worked togethsr,

Unly nine Molfet ese wemen migrated to Port Pirie during the

23,

years 1911-1%920, The proportion of Holfettese males to females

arriving,estimated in five-year periods remained 4 to 1 until the
third pericd of migration. The migration of women was not tnerelﬁ“a,
the main factor accpunting for the decreasing raie of return voyages

made by men during the periocd. Return voyages had become increasing

A‘q-a

1y less Ifreguent after the first world war. And it is reasonable

to expect that they shcould have. One reason has already been dis-
. 4 + -~ - A . o 250 N . ) .
ussed in reiation to North Italian migration where it applie 4

-

differently. International mobility bhad been freexr before the

Hy

irst world war. In the second place the cost of a second-class

cl-

passage to and from Italy was increasing steadily as internaticnal

-
Ce

trade shrunk during the course of the first hslf of the century.
The earliest Kolfetiese,who were noit deserters or stowaways,came
as steerage passengers om Cermen barques,and it was easy,when so
many sallors deserted on reaching Australia,for a skilled seaman

to obitain a return passage as one of the crew. The return voyages

T T T R e

s D2E appenanq One.

3
24. See appendix Nine.

5. See above p,.32.

5
26, The price was £55 in 1923 compared with £176 in 1947.



5T
of the Holfeltese migrants became zppreciably further between as sailing

N N 2 . N s .
vessels went out of commission. 1 Thirdly,as living conditions improved

in Port Pirie itself and larger sailing vessels took the place of

h

small dinghies some fishermen left Yort Pirie itself during the second

period of migration for longer pericds of time,explored new and mcrs
profitable fishing grounds in the Spencer's CGulf and sailed as far as
the CGreat Australian Bight. An Italian fishing colohy'was opened up at
Fort Broughton by 1914,28 largely made up of Molfettese who came from
Port Pirie. Fourihly,though I do not think that any of the Nolfettese
conscicuely migrated for political reasons mainly,the. introduction of
fasoism inte Italy had its effect on returning migrants since it made
their re-adapition to Italy more difficult. Hany lolfettese men in
Australia <feared fér the safety of their interests in Italy and nomin;
ally belonged to the Fascist Party in Australia. Unlesss they belonged to
the party they were told that they could not briﬁg thelr wives infto this

country. If a man could nct sc readily return tc his family in Italy

he desired more sirongly to bring his family to Ausiralis.

The Migration of Women and the Growih of an Italian Community during

the Third Period of Wigration.

The most important feature distinguishing the third period of
migration seems to be the growth of a Molfetiese community,residentially

separated from the North Italiansyand located in Solomontowne

soerip

27.Most of the holfettese fishermen before the second world war h:id
a good knowledge of sail. Engines were not adced to their boate-
until the 1930s,

28, See appendix Ten,
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Although in the years 1930-34 the number of femalés arriv-
ing was for the first time in excess of the number of males,the fig-
ures as plotted for the shoriter ftime intervael may present a distort-

ion which would make exact comparisons difriculst 29

The figures
as they stand indicate a progressive lessening of the tendency of
womern to remain in Italy.

As more women came to Austiraliz and there was more company
fot them here, there was less hesiiation on the part of men to ask
them to come, Iany women,nevertheless,were reluctant to leave theix
family and home in Italy. & frequent reason given By woamen for
not coming to Australie earlier was that they had to care for an
agelng mother, But sametimes a traumatic experience might induce
a woman to migrate. The husband of one womsn ceased fo send her

money saying that her father was well enough off in Italy to loock

Ligg,

after himself, Since her mother had died when she was young her fath-
er did nct want her to leave him, She fell ill with yelloW'fevef,
and made a vow that if she recovered she would scme out to Ausiralia.
She explained to her father $"you will lose me in sither case.”

She scld her house on recovery,to pay for her passage.

liost women, too,were afraid of the sea. OSome gave as their

reason for not returning to Italy once they reached Australia tha 1

they nad been frightened agll the way coming out. Any stories of cls-

- ( . . AP L€ P
asters and losses st sea were relayed and magnified. Whereas men

had been used to leaving Molfefta for monthe at a time in the nine=-

T I T T T R PP

29, See appendix One.,
30, Por example,two men from one family had died on their way o
pSydney in 1926, The incident was wgll remembered -

Ty 3 oo Y . I Was Cong .
J reminded of the fear of the ses onstant-

Y fishermen who made for
(continued)
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teenth century,women had *traditionally wsited for them at home,
and most women had never left Lolfette until they were called upon
to make another home on the other side of the world. The letter
that asked the woman to come out %o Australia was often ineonsistent

with i1ts predecessors. letter after letter would reach Holfetta

nostalgicaliy complaining of the érabness of life in Australia
"The day is long. We know no one out here "- and then without explanf
ation would come the direction : "Sell everything. Come to Australia.”
Hore than one woman sold her property,bought a ticketl to Australia,
and went as far as the wharf at Haples,before she changed her mind,
and weni back 1o live with her mother's family. There are men at
present in Port Pirie,who came to Ausiralia over thir tyjaars ag o,whg
ma’fied,ha& children,acquired properly in Italy,and whose wives have

gtill delayed coming to Australia.

A further reazson why men no longer hesiiated to ask their

wives to come to Australia during the third

i

iocd of migration was
thelr feeling that it had become comparatively less expensive for
them to keep a wife in Australia than to keep her by remitting money

, 31 - X
to Italy. " Appendix Three shows the camparative movements of the

R S T S et N N S

3C {continuedj the snore at the first sign cof bad weather and who
took excessive precautions to avoid sand-banks and passing ships
at night. ’ B

31l. The proporiion of wen to women migrants aliered from 3.75:1
in 1925-29 to 2073 1 in 1930-34 to 1* 44to 1 in 19235-39,
The proportional increase in *he number of Holfetfese women was

too small to su.port a hypothesis that the relative cost of llVlng

in thg two _countries was 2 majer cause for IH§ altered pattern of
migralion.ihe total migration”figures for Ausirslia séel to support

it,but other factors such as the cosi of passage fares would have
toc be taken into esccount for other

Ttalian migrants % 4 i
a . » £ $ 10 other part
ol Australia, P s
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‘cost of living in Italy and the cost of living in Australis in terms
of the Italian lira,from 1929 until 1949, The cost of living is

\ .
calculated for the base year of 1937. The exchange rate vis a vis the
U.5. Dollar between the two couniries favoured the Italian currency,
so that the ﬁuﬁtralian\ourmency lost value when it was sent te Italy.
The cost of living fell more rapidly in Australis than it did in
Italy,particularly in the years 1930 to 1933. Although it rose more
rapidly in Australia from 1936 to 1937 the cost of living index in
Australia in terms of lirs was still below that of Italy. It is resason=
able to suppose some time lag belween the period when the cost of
living in Australia began to fzll more sharply and the period when the
aconomic advantage of supporting a wife in Australia could haves been
percelved by the more intelligent of migrants. The cost of a passage
fare for the migrating women would not be relevant because the bringing
of the women to Australia would be more economical than re-migration
of the men to and from Italy even if the cost of a passage was increassd.
If the passage fare was reduced it could be argued that several fares -

for the woman :nd her children - could be paid for at the one time.lost

W

of the Molfettese had sufficient money invested in properiy in Italy
which when sold could bring their families to Ausiralia, Once an econ-
oric decision was made incidentals,such as the cost of a fare, tended
to be brushed aside. In arriving at a decision such issues as the
comparative cost of living based on supposition and heresay would
probably be taken into account,though incidental and exact expenseé

and costs would not bev compuied., Only two informants mentioned

that they had considered it less expensive to support theirjwives

in Australia,sc it is unlikely that the economic motive was =
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major factor controlling the bringing of women to Australisa
during the depression years. At the same time,since the men who meni-
ioned the economic facltor were among the most prosperous Molfettese
in Port Pirie during the depression years,their opinions on the
comparative cost of living in fthe two countries would probably
~have Dbeen heeded,and could have had some bearing on the subseguent

family migrations,

Az more women came to Australia fthe prospect of coming ta
Australia became less unthinkable on the part of some pocrer families
who were able through a sysiem of proxy marriage to get their daught-
ers marrie@ with 2 reduced dowry fo men overseas. before 1930 the
keolfeitess man usually returnsd to Italy to obtain 2 wife. During the
early years of the depression he more fiequently vecame married by pmx
He chose his wifei from photographs sent out to him,but on the under—
standing that she would follow them when he married her. The marriage
gave her security in Australia so thal there was little chance that she
would be neglected and abandoned there,as mighﬁ have been the cage
if there had been no marrige service in Italy. If she infended %o
remain in Italy there would be no point in becoming married by pProxy,s
and the man she was pledged to could obtain a separation on the

grounds that the marriaze was not consummated.

A sense of community,which was something apart from family
extension based on family honour,arose from the alliances of these
women,drawn to one another through their sharing of a couumon fate.
They had come to Ausiralia,for the most part,without near relatives,

knewing no-one here except the fisherman who had acted as proxy
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for their husbands in their marriage ceremonies performed during
hils return visit to Italy. Their community feeling was further
strengthened through residential propinquity = the residentially
separation of the Molfetteszse from the ﬁorth ITtelians and their
concentration in Solomontown during%the third period of migratior
It mey have bsen given a further impetus,too,from Fascist
piopaganda - or from the fact that the Italians arriving in
Port Pirie during the years of Italian aggression in Abyssinis
were regarded with suspicion generally by the host soeiety. The
growth of a community,apart from family alliances,seens to be
the most important sociclogically distinguishing feature of the
third period of migration.The importance of both family and
community alliances in relation to assimilation will be dealt

with more fully in later chapiers.

Fascist Activity and the War,

The growing sense of coamunity among the Molfettesé
was encouraged by Fascist organization and propaganda. Fascist
activities were never more than e facade to the Holfetiese,
but this was not to be known at the time to the host society.
During the Abyssinian campalign the Meolfetiese had paraded in
“brown shirte gquite openly. It was rumoured that rarried women
gsent their gold wedding rings to Iialy and received alloy ones
in exchange. The Town Hall was hired,and leading Port Pirie
citizens were invited to attend 'Fascist" dances. At the out-
break of the war somc incriminating papers and photographs

were found,and all who had signed a petition declaring their
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loyalty to Italy were arrested and interned. Very little evidence
came out at Tthe Irisls. The document was an old one.lMany of the men
who had made their mark upor it could nol read,and it is doubtful
whether any of them understood the implicaitions of the document,

A man who was not well-inclined towerds Italians declared that it
was all very well for them to be humbie when they WereAfouﬁd out,
but 1f the war had turned out badly for the alliss then the Itzlians

"would be lording it everyWhere'.

rublic opinion about the Italians,if it were previously un=-
concernsd, began to crystallizze during the wan inte the favourable
and the unfavourable. Some of the Lolfettese themselves declared

they were conscious of an antipathy towards them,2nd would walk on
the more deserted side of the street to escape hostile glances. 4

man who disliked Italians said that he thought it disloyal when

he heard foreigners speaking "in their lingo" on the street and

the wherf. During the war a Bombing and Gunnery School in the R.A.A.T,
was opened up outside of Port Pirke ,and the contrast beitween unkeupt
fishermen and smart men in uniform was noticeable, Others again,

who had closer association or business connexions with the Holfet-
tese spoke in their favour paticularly after they had been interncd.
The fish market in Adelaide was affected,and it was argued that

the Itslians were incapable of any organized subversive activitye

It was said that they had been inhumanly arrested without time to

say eoodbye to their wives and families, Some of these families

were without clothes and sufficient rations. & petition was got up
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on behalf of an internee who had belonged to the yacht sguadron and

was considered loyal and generous., Thus Port Pirie became more aware

of 1ts migrant group and took sides for @8- against them.

Post War Migration.

| The changes brought aﬁout by the war were many and complic -
ated. MNot only 4id migration procedure change with a new Commonwealth
policy to people Australia,but there were considerable differences

of the arriving migranit,and his reception by the host socieiy.

Fishing voats were tied up in both ports during the war., In

liclfetta only the old men were allowed to carry on fishing,and
after the war there were more possibilities for young men to learn
the locality of the test fishing grounds in the iediterranean if
they were so minded., DNearly all the migrants fram Molfetta before
the war had been fishermen jafter the war the majority of migranis
; ; 2. e s L
were labourers and tradesmen who had little intention of Ffishing

in Ausiralia. ]

The war cpened up new vistas snd possibilities for the Mélfet-
tese both at hane and abroad., Thousands of people were thrown To=-
gether under conditions of equality,and moved adveniurously from
one part of the worid to anoither. lMost Eolfet%ese'men left their
homes during the early part of the war,and women icok over jobs
which had been exclusively reserved for men, This had the sffect
of breaking down some of the more rigid family ocustoms,and further-

ing the independence of young pecpie. The British army had heen

billetted in kolfetta after the invaesicn,and z certain amount of
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fraternization went on A similar mixing,or subjection 10 a new
way of life,was the lot of the infernee fisherman in fustralis.
in the iniernee schools many men learned to express themselves in

English for the first time.

The war may have onl¥ hastensd changes which were inevitable,
and which were gradually making their Way before it. Most notice-
able in this respect is thelincreasing awareness of governmenf anc
municipial authoriﬁigs to non-British migrants. Hore detailed
information has been reguired about such migraﬂfs since the ware.
The amoﬁnt of detail had increase& cunulatively before the war,but
there was less insistence on collecting and recording it. The
Corporation had at one time recorded éllotﬁﬁentﬁ tenanted by Ital-
ians as leased 1o “foreigners” or "Italians" merelyjafter 1939
the name of {he owner snd occupler were given in fgll.The Electoral
Deparitment meore recently insisted that all naturaligéd Ttalians

Italians should record their changes of address and should Vote.

}

3

The Education Department Truant Inspector became known mainly since

f6]
i

939 when he waited on the wharf for boys under 14 who had been

—

o

fishing instead of going to school. There had been boys of nine ysars

[ )

of age coming from Italy ang going out fishing in the thirties 3

most of these cen spaak good Epglish today,but cannot read or

write i%.

; Besides penalties for non-coanplying there have been rewards

32. I estimated the ccougations of men to have been 71 Jabourers
17 tradesmen 38 fishermen and seamen 36 farmersc.
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for thise who knew their rights - child endowment,maternity allow:nce,
sickness benefits,cccupational gui Qance,néﬁ opsortunities for employ=—
ment,and hire-purchase benelits.Cnly since the war when they have
been assured of a steady income have the iolfetlese boughit goods. by
hire purchase and time payment, New migrantes have come into a commun-

~

ity with a higher standard of living than that which existed before

the war,and they have had much more impetus to speénd and advertize

their prosperity leccally than had migrants arriving before the war.

More than two hundred Iitzlians settled in Port Firie from
5o+ JOR 53‘ 7 K . - £ : \ TE

1945 1o 1953, The majority of these have come from Molfetita,and
few are more distant relatives from other partis of Apulia. Nearly
all have been nomimted,some at their own request,by their relatives
in Port Pirie. A large number of women would have come to Australia’
beiwesn the years 1940-44 had it not bsen for the war. During the

34,

war they had received very few letters and remittances, and felt

cut off from their relatives in Australia. Younger men,however,have
come to escape the large-scale post-war unemployment in Italy. Among
these are the discontented ans disappointed who saw thelr horizon

once more retract with ithe cessation of the war,and who have Mussolini!

propaganda af a new world for Italisns a’ the back of their minds.

They believe that it should be pcésible somewhere o earn money

33, The figures include children. I estimated that by July 1953 nine

adults had come fram Apulia (excluding Holfetta),four had come from
Entral and Southern Italy, four from FNorih Italy, five from Egypt
and Turkey,and that eight had left Fort Pirie.

34, The meximun remittance was a ten 1b. parcel,irregularly deliv-
erels



67.

quickly and to sweep it into their pockets. They en¥isage staying only
a little while and retufning rich 3they are disaprointed when they can
not get a Job in their trade in South Lustralia., They will not trust
anyone where money 1s concerned. They expect peady assistance from their
relatives,and give vent tc their disappointment by cursing God and

the Virgin. They are not prepared as were the Italians migrating
earlier in the century to accept unat.ractive Jobs and 1o work hard

in them.

Thus the fourth period of migration is differentiated by the

diversity of the types of migrant entering,by the changed atititude of

£

nany of the migrants,and by the lessening of their dependence on the
Molfettepe compunity.in Port Plrie for guidance and support. Before

the importance of any change in atititude of migranits can be considered

o

it will be first necessary 1o describe the solidarity of exisiing
families in tThe communiiy,esnd how the community came To be sstablished

and was held together in the first place,



68
CHAPTER THHEE.

The establishment of a Nolfetfese Fishing Community.

The Molfetlese populztion in Port Pirie grew gradually through-

cut the course of the century until the third pericd of migration
when kolfettese women begar to come in gresater numbers,and houses
were bought,families established residentially,and children were born
in Solonontown.

The first cnild of lkolfettese parents was born in Fort Pirie
in 1914, The rumber of children born to Molfettese calculated over
five year periods from 1980 to 1949 is given in the following table,
where the figures are compared with children born tc North Italian

families 3 . 4

_Holfeitese North Italians

19G0-04 - 4
1905-09 - 8
1910-14 L 7
1915-19 13 5

1920~-24 15 g
1925-29 20 9
1530-34 28 5
1935-39 19 3
1940-44 72 6
1945- 49 78 5

Total 316 60

The pumber of children born to Molfetiese parents in Ausiralia

from 1935 until 1950 was more than three times the number born from

1915 to 1934. ‘
There were four nuclear familles in Port Pirie in 1514 ;thére

were spproximately thirty nuclear families by 1930 3 there were approx-~

imately ninety-five families by 1939. There are some one hundred and

f£ifty nuclear families today. Thue the period of growth and expansion

of the Molfetiese community began during the depression,and has gone
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on multiplying itself since.

In addition to those of Molfettese descent born in Yort Pirie
there were some two hundred and forty males amd one hundred znd fifty
femzles who were born in Molfetta,but had setiled in Port Pirie in

4
the year 1953.L' The Molfettese population at that date comprised
some seven hundred,including children,more {han half of which had
been born in kKolfetta. About one guasrter of the population then recid—
ent in Fort Pirie had migrated since the war,but more than z half had

migrated to Port rirle or were born in Port Pirie between the years

1930 and 1945,

106 nuclear Lolfettese families cwned or rented houses in
Solamontown in 1953327 owned or rented houses in the David Street
area of the town 317 families had moved To more distant suburbs;
and 15 families were sharing houses with other Molfetisse families
mainly in the Solomontown avea. In addition to the families there
were single young men of lolfettese birth boarding with some of the
families with which they were relatedjin the Solomontown and David

o

Street areas.

f the Community Residentially.

The Estaeb

AT the beginning of the century fishermen used to tie up
their boats on the Wharf near ithe Custom House,not far from the Smelt-

rs and close tollamid,George,Florence and CGertrude Streets,where they

l. See aprendix One a.

Statistice are given ito the nearest unii of five. They are difficult
to compute because of the to and fro movement of ILtalians to Italy,
Port Adelaide and elsewhere,and by the fact that a man might spell
his name in a variety of ways and give different dates of b%rth‘on
each occasion. 110 Liazlians were hQuried in . the Porf Firige Ceme
during ‘the Century. 3 % accoralng‘%o ny GSulmaﬁlon Ee ;ﬁ%o é% %ﬁ

being Yolfettese,.
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and other Italisns lived. When the North Italians married during
the first period of migrat 1on3inev moved westward to houses which
were being built slong the Terrace and at the back of it in Charles,
Hallam,;Revell,and Pavlich Streets. These new houses were asbout e third

rs

of a mile away from the Smelters and Custom House Wharf,and still at

a walking distance. Three liolfset

tese families,also, bought properiy
in this part of the town in the early twenties. The North Italian
fishermen salled toc different fishing grounds from the Molfetiese
but they marketed their fish in' the same way,and frecusntly came in

contact with the holfstltese with whose affairs they were fwmiliar.4°

In the twenties the Fisherman's wharf was removed from the
David 3treet end of the town,znd by 1942 the Harbour's Board had
constructed a new Fisherman's Wharf near Boat Fittings in the Solom-—
ontown area, Fishermen began to remove to Solomontown in the middle
thirties,buying and renting houses as close as they could get them

to the wharf. Houses were cheaper in Solomontown,and land rates

were less. Allolments were small and some had to be subdivided., On

the whole smsller houses were {ess rickety here than in the centre

of tThe city. New that his house was farther removed from the Smelters
it was possible for a man io culiivate more successfully a small flower

bed in the front,and a small garden of vegetables in the back.

s
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2. See Regidence Maps,Aprendix Two. R

3. See above p. 68,The Worth Italians birth rate was fairly constant
cver fthe courge of the cenitury,rising slightly in the twenties,waich
was their period of intensest mlgratlon. They first rented houses

the David Street area of the town,and were able th afford to rent

houses,earlier than the Molfettese since they did not spent thei:
money returning to Italy.

4., The Horth Italians resident in Dawid Strest vefore the first world
{continued)



The earlier—arrived Italian families who settled in the David
Street portion of the town are mostly there today. The Liclfettess
who bought property in Pavlich Street moved to Solcmontown in the
thirties - although other Molfettese have bought houses in this and
other néar-diatant areas since the war. When the Itallans moved in
large rnumbers to Jolomontown this zrea became less desirsble resident-
ially to the non-Italiens whe moved out. Some of fhe previocus tenniis
of Solomontown sald that they did not want their children to grow
up with Italians,and they avoided the intruders as if they were
contaminated . The tsnants who remesined were more disposed te be friend
iy,and more than one liolfetlese woman has picked up English of recent
vears tnrougn telking over the fence to her Australian neighbour.
The Molfettese boughti houses that had been previously rented,sometimes
paying higher prices for them than an Ausiralizn would at an auction

sale,yet not paying extortionate prices,as the land agenis saidyan d

showing a guoed understanding of the value of property. Later, more

wealthy members of the community have approsched Austrasl
nolders with increasingly generous offers to purchase their houses ,

so that the buying family may have a house near their own fto give

to thelr rewly married son or daughter,

The Importence of Buyinz Houses,

The final decision to setile in Austrelia seems to hiave been
made when a man bought a house here. Although this investment may
not appear at first sight 1o be very different from the purchasing

of any other property,such as a boat or fishing eguipment,nets or

~~~~~~ s At 4 T . o i

F{continued) war nad many deeds to relate about thei
compatriots even thou g tney tended %o look down on

ir Selben
them vresent
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an engine for his boat, it was in many ways a different sort of
inVestmen%. In the first place i1 was s more substantial investment,
and involved further expenditure on furniture.lt was an investment
that affected the family,was more permanent,and could be passed on

to one's children. Tue ownership of houses in Kolfeitta was an indic-

[0)

ation of wealth and presiige. Froperty ownership there ssems also *to

be the surest form of invesiment,and the one lesst affected by the

crippling tazation applied to consumer goods.

The newly-arrived figherman saved by putting aside one half

v}

of the monsy he earnec. The first thing he saved for in Port Pirie

=

was a boat. Money was readily lent for this purpose by fish buyers,
who were in this way assured that the fisherman would sell his fish
through them. He could generally borrow scome money from a relative,

or a mors affluent fellow-countryman,and he paid back his loan witue

any interest in z lwnp sum. Text he saved to buy ihe gzold to give

(=R

oy

his wife to be,and he ssnt home money to Italy to hise own,and perhaps
future wife's,family so that the marrisge could be finalized and ths
fare for his wife to Australia paid. Alternatively he saved snough
money for his return fare,to be married in Italy. He thought he was
more likely to get a good girl if he demonstrated his worth,and the
security he had to oifer,by sending frequent remittances back to
Ttaly. While negotiating for matrimony he would be saving money so
that he might ultimately be sble to buy a houss,in Italy or Austraiia.
The decision fto buy 2 house in Solomontown was not uncomnected with

the fact that these houses were comparatively inexpensive,and that
berong

the equipment he needed for fishing in Australia ﬁadgmuc@ less than

that which he needed in Italy.
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A Tisherman would not buy a house unless he had his wife com=-
ing out from Italy. When fishermen first moved to Sclomontown they

were content to board,along with the sons they had brought out to

ity

ish with them,in the house of a brother's wife,or some near relative.
Even if be had ssved encugh monsy to buy a house z man might not al-
ways be able to get one when and where he wanted it,near the wharf
and his other relatives. He was less likely to call his wife out

to Australia if he had purchesed a house in Italy. e rarely had enough
money to buy a house if he marriec hy proxy,and he would have- to

work and save for a longer period until he could establish himself

a8 the owner of a house. Such = man would rarely have a hpuse to putb
his wife in when she first arrived from Italy. While he was out
fishing it was congldered that the sirange weman would need the
companionship and help of other women which she could best obtain

by sharing a house with them.

Generally when the lMolfettese women arrived in Port Pirie in
the thirties they shared a house with another Molfetiese family. 4
woman liked to have another woman handy while she could speak no
English. The desire for another woman's company grew sirong when she
had her first confinement in Australia; But when elther or both of
the families befan to have children regularly,and the children reached
the school-going age,it was spacially necgssary for each family to
.ive in a separate houss,.

Thue ag the tirth rate of the Kolfettese increased during the

n oo

thirties and forties the number of houses owned or rented by Molfeitese

M

increzased during +n9 veriod . There was a lzi in the residence figures

indicating that nouoes were only rented or purchased after the
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the children were born. There were some 9 houses lived in by Molfettese
families in Sclomontown in 1930. The figure increased to 25 in 1935,
to 50 in 1940,and 75 in 1950. There were approximately 45 nucleaxn
families owning or renting their houses in Solamontown and 20 nuclear
KMolfettese families similarly placed 1n the David Street area by
1939 ,which means that 30 Molfettese families,or approximately one
half,were still sharing a house at that time. The Molfettese family
during the last fiftsen years in Solomontown has moved from houss
to house in the same or adjoining streets,from relatives with many
children to relatives with fewer,until after the war most families
which migrated befcocre the war had saved enough to buy their own

houses and to geitle down more permanently,

When the lolfettese family finally owned its house it began
to improve it. The man kunocked down one of the dividing walls of the
smaller rooms at the back of the house to make a community kitchen.
He put ooncreﬁe on his paths,and sometimes a concrete wall along the

+ s |

gtreet, Because of his desire to cwn a house as soon as possible in
the third period of migration the Molfetiese usually bought an older
house that needed reconditioning. The labour for the improvements

to the house was supplied by relatives.

After it had beeome commen for men to own houses in Solomon-
town the man without a house would feel resirained. In the past when
houses were crowded his movements had tc fit in with the feamily with
which he boarded, While 2ll the men were out fishing this did not
matter so much, But when their families came to live in Port Pirie

- . P
men would come ashore for a longer pericd of time. The man withouv
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a home of his own would be obliged not to return without the husband
of the woman wiith whom he boarded on shore,since the hushband weould
be jealous to see his wife looking after anoiher man. Thus he would
be both stimulated to save for a house for bimself,and to reguest his

9,

wife to come out Lo Austrelia. Agsin,while he was ashore there was

little for him to do at night elber ithan to go %o bed,play cards,or go

out visiting. He did not feel he had the same freedom to invite others
to visit him. He hed to be in on time for meals,while if he owned =
house and was Ihe head of the family,meals would be delayed until he
arrived. With these restraints he was sirongly encoursged to bring

his family to Australia and to work and save in order to establish

them heres, With this object a man brought out his eldest son or sons

from Italy,and they worked together as a team.

Pishing Conditions during the Third Period of Migratione.

PR R

While the adult fisherman worked mainly during the depression

yesrs to establish his fomily in Australis the young men who were called

"
o

&f

to Australis To assist in this task had liitle opporitunity to do any

One young man who had begun work at eight years of age in Italy
came to Port Pirie at the age of nineteen. He was driven in an old
utility from Adelzide at night. Next morning when he wanted %o have a
look round the town he was told that he slready owed a debt-of £63 to
his step-father for his passage fare,and that he was to begin work to

pay it off immediately. Where he expected to see large trawlers such

as he had worked on in Italy,a cluster of smsll dinghies was polnted
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out to him,one of which was prepared for salling.

The emall boat waé evolved in Fort Pirie through the shallow

nature of the harbour,ths restricisd mooring space,the non-existence

local bozt-builders and repairers,the slowness of larger hoats idn-
going long distances,their greater tendency to rell in heavy seas,and
the heavier cost of fusl in the larger boats when engines were put
into them. The smzller boats were more manocevrable in neftting. They
were not as canfortable as the larger,cabined boat. The larger boats
had been used in the second pericd of migraticn,when fishermen explored
more distant waters and stayed out for months at a timesbut when these

“

new waters were Leing fished by Ausitraslisns,and when the lolfettese

women ceme to live at Port ririe many men desired to return to Fort

£

Yirie more fregquently. The larger boat came to be used as = supply
ship on which the elder and married men would return fto shore each
week with the fish and buy more provieions. The young men were only
sure of retvrning for feast days. They might be cut together sn the
other side of the gulf for as long as three months at a2 time. They
returned for Christmas,Baster,the feast of San Corrade in Juns,the
feast of the Madonna of the Martyrs in Septembér,and the feast of

deaths in Fovember.

The young men gathered btogether inta the cabin of one of the
larger boats when they camped alongside each other in shallow water
at night or during rough weather. They used to listen to stories read
from Italian romanzas by the few who could read,and they would sing,
play cards together,or sleep, So long as they stayed out together

the young mern had little need of an allowance, Food and teobacco

were brought them by the eldesr men,and = v 51d clothes were all



considered necessary wnile they were fishing,

If the father had more than cne son,or 4id not own 2 boat and
fished with his brother or another relative,he might hire out onse of
his sons to some other fisherman who nesded a parinsrt, The wages
that the young man received under this arrangemsni were only nominal..
One youth after & yar's toil wgs paid £5. If he workeé for his father
he could have the =zssurance that he was helping his family to eatzblish

itself,and in so doing was providing for his own future.

Family Economy.

The Molfettess family established iteelf in Port Pirie by the

ph

various members working together for the common interest. The man

e all the money he earned to be kept for definite
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goals such as the buying of z house,the buying of an sngine for s

o

boat,;the purchase of a radio,or the providing of & dowry for his
daughter about fo be married.The money was kept in the house by his
wife for immedlate use,or to meset sickness and emergencies.licst of T.e
purchasing was done by her;although for expensive items her husband
was first consulted.

S0 long as he stayed in the house the young man was expected
to pay over any money he garned o his mother, All his clothes were
provided Tor him,as was his food. If he saw some article he liked,the
boy might tell his motﬁer who gave him money to buy it,or he might get

the article when his mother next "went down the sireet'. Parents thus

Ne e e e w s s w e La e e v s o ke

5. There were approximatsly a dozen young men who fished with men other
than their fathers in the years preceding the second world war.
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prevented extravagant spending,and helpsd to stress the precept that
the interest of the individual was bound up with the interest of the
family which was more far-sighted in monetary watiers.The family should
be consulted on all items of major spending.

Pamily accounts were often very rough,and many a family would
have been in a securer peosition economically if it invested its earn-
ings.4 man kKept no receipts of his earnings,and often did not sell to
the best market. He worked everything out by rule of thumb from his

-

r3 a week at fishing,less the number of weeks for clean-

m

7

gvereage earnin

ing and peaintivng his boat. He may have evaded sime taxation through
&

oh

overestimating some of hils deductions.but at the same time he pensl-
ized himseld through his ignerance of other procedures,such as claim-

ing for sale’'s tax deduciions.

Work was not availsble for lMolfettese girls in Port Pirie before
1953580 the girl stayed at home,helped her mother,and made nc monetasry
contributicns to the family fund.

In the 1930's one family had been persuaded to take out & small
industrial assurance pclicy on the 1ife of one of its members who was
later drowned at ssa. The Assurance Company pzaid in full to the surprise
and delight of the bersgaved family,which went round canvassing relabives
to take out assurance policies. Hogt of the policies were for small
amounts,of £50-£100,on the life of daughters to mature at the age of
twenty cne,when they could be used for dowries.éu ther families dis -

trusted assurance and made refesrence to some disrepufable companies in

i ———— | eisy b et b 0 i A st

6., One Comndny had two dozen Mclfetieme po¢1c1es on its books in 1953,
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Italy. The attitudevWas partly that money was culy safe when trusited
to the head of the family - & fisherman Who knew its value;or the
wife tha% ﬁanaged his affairs for him,
The Kolfeitese were more willing to take out Fire Insurance

4

Folicies to protect their property,for they regarded it as the part

of the family to provide for any member who wés in any way distresseds,
This attitude was so strong that only in the last few years have ap-
plications been made for 0ld Age Pensione. By applying for a pension

X

a man was demonsirating that he had not been frugal and indusirious,
that he had not planned and set aside for his old-age,and was therefore
a less estimable person. The stititude can alsc be explained as an
example of family solidarity,which showed pride in being able to

look after its members,and family hostility *to the outside interfer-

ence of the Police and the Government,which were thought in Italy fo

bleed the working pecople for the interests of remote powers in Homs.

An excellient example of ihe valuing of money for the establish—
ment and maintensnce of the family was afforded by the development
of the big wedding ceremony in rort Pirie during the early years of
the depress 1onf In Molfetts it had been custanary tg give presents
to newly married couples. In Port Pirie the guests contributed money
in wedding envelopes. If it had the capital %o invest for a large

wedding reception the family might double its outlay in wedding

envelopes. 4s much as £500 has been spent on a wedding reception.

As many as three hundred guests haeve been crowded into the Town

b A e - e [

7. See below p. .
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Hall or The Excelsiocr Hall. Incidental costs would not increase with
the larger gathering,but more money would have tc he found initially
for the catering of a wed Tor all guesis., Ths wedding

reception was thus a typ# of family invesiment wherein the community

er the

joh

pooled 1its resources for the establishment of new families un
direction of the families of origin of the bride and groom., One man

estimated that he was paying out €60 a year in wedding gifts to other

HMolfetiese families.

Such expenditure was not directly taken into account in the

day to day family budgset,

poverty. Day to day expenditure on food and other items was at first

o,

und had to be provided too for feasts,for the care of the
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s;and the bringing of rédatives from Italy. These items

>

aged and the =ic
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had a priority in expvendifure and often absorbed any surplus in sav-

ing. When they were met the goz2l wss to improve and increase property

L&

holding leocally. How far this latier goal was achieved mey be judged

irie in 1953. 106 houses

2%

from Molfetiese property holding in Fort
in the Solomontown arez and environs,and 27 houses in the David Stre et
area were occupied by Molfeitese at this time. By 1951 46% of the
olfeitese men who migrated nefore 1945 owned thelr own houses ;33%

owned then Jjointly with theixr wives 312% in addition rented houses o

s

1

other Italians and Australians sand 7% owned vacant land. Only 9%

-

rented houses from non-Ltalians.

Changes in Occupation and Cpporitupity since the War.
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during the third pericd of migration was almest entirely a fishing
sommunity. Before the depression a farmer,wheel-wright,stonemason,or
macaroni-maker could get employment as lzbourers in the Smelters or
glsewherz,or as fish buyers and hawkers,but during the depression
when fish hawking was forbidden locally the Molfetfese tradesman,if
he wanted to stay in Port Pirie with his relatives,had little choice
other than %o go out with the fishing fleet, And this was more than

was offered him in Italy.

Turing the war the Kolfetiese men who were not interned or
callied up for military service found labouring jobs toéethef with
Australians on the rallways,or con sfrurulng the Murray pipe line or
logal air sirip. After the war there was zn excdus of wharf labourers
secxing steady empléyment in the large industries ovened ip in Adelside

and a large number of Italian® were able To get jobs on the wharf,

o

Such work was congenial to them,being near their homes and allowing
them more Time with their families, Wharf work was disliked Dby some
labourers because there used to be no certainty of emplovwent. The
shift foreman would orly pick out the good workers,and the others
would be short or work when ftheres were only.one or itwo ships to load.

he Molfettese did not mind the slack period on the wharf becausse

f

1952 several liolfet-

ey N - . L o= PR
o )

this coincided with the gcod fishing season.

-
o)

1 o

tese wharf labourers wen® fishing for three ﬂorzns and there was not
enough labour available to load and unload the odd vessels that ar—

rived during the slack period. So in 1953 the Union introduged a

T S e s i 6 et e P s weviws e w4 ae e
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8., The first baich was taken on in 1949. By 1953 there were some

200 applications.
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s

O

licy of paying labourers who reporied even when there was no work,

and 1

King them de-regisiter from the Union if they took leave other
than what wasz due %o them annvelly, The effect of the pari-time

emppoymnent of wherf-labourers in fishing was to discourage non-

labourers from fishing in the slack fishing season. The effect of thel

prohibition from fishing has been io reduce the number of men engaged

i fishing,theugh some lolfettess men who work on the ¥harf still

F

H:u

have fishing boats and licences and may go out over nighi or during

p

a free week end.

In addition %o wharf labeouring other labouring work,most not-
ably the consiruction of an acid vlant at the Smeliers,has been availe
able for and sought by Itazlians after the war. WMolfettese men who serv-
sd in ihe armed forces during the war have heen able to obiain perman-
ent remunerative employment in the Smelters,and they consider them—

gelves betier plazsed than hefore, With the construciion work
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» house bullding zoing on the tradesmen who during the depression
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could not obtain any work except in f: ow receive albternat—

r_;

12y n

Gll

ive employment,often in their trades. Some Ausiralians have becoms

-

willing to employ Moifetiess now that they have learned to speak

English. The older men learned this during the war,and Australian-~

inlfettese have learned it at school.With their a2bility to speak

young men have becn able o obtain employmeni on their own
initiative,and newly-arryived Italians could receive assistance from

since the war.
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the Fmployment Service establishe

ince the war young men are earning more monsy "orn shore" than
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in more
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many of their fathers zreout fishing. Thi:
changss in fishing procedure than in the family. While I was in Port
Pirie some young mar was leaving fishing for az shore job almost

every month.When one obtained = "shore jcb" another wanted & similar

job uniil it became the fashionable thin;

Q

for young men to be employ-
R o v

@

ed outside the family. Those who left fishing after the war were
those who had been moest harshly treated before it. The father who

had been lenient to his sons and promised him a hcuse when he marrie@?
or had enavled him to return to shore more frequenily retained the

serviceeg of kis sons longer.

Before the war it had been customary for iwo or three men to
go out in each boat. After the war there was usually only the one
man in the boat. The more recently-built hoats were consiructied with-
out cabin or well, With such a boat the fi.herman could use only the
small seine net. The fisherman wernt out for about z week depending
on the size of his catch,the season of the year,and the state of the
weather, Wnen he returned he took one day to clean his boat,and one
day to prepare it for his neut trip. He made fire of mangrove wood
in an iron tin at night,and this helped to warm him in winter and o
dry out his boat. Once & year he overhauled and repainted his beat on
the slip~way. There was less intensity of effort in this siyle of

n who went out and worked as

fishing than existed before the war.,
a team on a larger bvoat might use a heavy drag net. With this kind
of fishing they would keep watch all night. They would eat nothing

and kecp awake by drinking coffee. When they came ashore they might
sleep for a couple of days,depending on the weather. When adult men

went out together they usually netted in well-known places.line
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fishing would reguire more knowledge of tides and locations,Two

adult fishermen would always be blaming one another if one of them
versuaded his companion to try to fish in a particula% spot that
failed %o yie1d7a good catch. A fisherman would thus prefer to

take out with him & newly-arrived Italian or a man who usually work-
ed ashore and who would be less competent and likely to criticize his
skill,

Fishermen were thus,in many ways, on the defensive since the
war,and rivalries between individual fishermen were conducive to
splititing the community,as co-operation among fishermen had helped
to unite it previcusly. Fishing was being considered as an ouimoded
occupaticn,although many young men who obitained employment elsewhers
recognized that they might have to go back to fishing if the preéent

peral of posi-war expansion ended ,and work again became difficult to

)

ind in Fort Pirie. Under such a contingency many of the present

labourers would leave Fort

the states
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The solidarity of the Molfsttese Family - Docialization
of +the individual.

The lMolfettese fisherman's family as it eveolved in Italy
was a co-cperative and productive unit,ideally owning proverty in the‘
form of houses,insuring itself against contingency by ihe services of
many children,which,with the houses, indicated its stability. The
Tamily poocled its resources to maintain itself in a difficult environ-
ment,worked always for objects against obsiacles,and oblained honour
when it could demonstrate;to other similarly-placed families its cap=-
kaoity to provide well for ite children. In so far as the &olféttese
family worked as a unit for the approval of other self-contained Hoifet=
tese families,either in Port Firie or in Italy,the members of the
family did neot strive to obtain the approval,acceptance,or recognition
of Australians,to understand their contrary ways of life,and fo be

assimilated in the Australian soclety. Self-conscious North Italians

wanted this approval,and repudiatsd the Holfeutese,

The kin group was the most important and effective group that
the Molfettese belonged to in Italy and in the past because it was omni-
present. It was the chief educative group,and in some cases hefore
kussolini's reforms the only one. It was an economic unit.Son went

: .
Tishing with his father,uncle,or brother at an early age,and had few
leisure moments while he was out at sea.for long pericds of time. 1%
demanded and obtained loyalty from its members. In return the family
would protect the individual.lf,for exemple, a gipl evaded the rigid

chaperonage and protection offered by the family and disgraced herself
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by losing her virginity,the family would stend oy her as long as
it was possible. Her act brought dishonour to her kin,and family hon-
cur was more lmportant than the welfare of any one individual meamber
of the family. The girl might decide to leave the family rather than
let its reputation suffer. But if she left home without secking the
protection and advice of her kin she would never again be recognized
by them. A woman in Port Pirie who had committed adultery and left
her husband was called a harlot by her son. He said that he would
never properly live down the disgraﬁe hig mother had brought upon

him. The adultery could have been hushed up,but not the deseriions

The Dprotection thet the family gave to the individusl exfend-

ed %o material things, The outside world was competitive and full of

dangers %o e feared and aveided - a man could starve in Italy if he

e}

had not the collective support of a Tamily to fall back upon.a woman
could be reduced tc wprostitution. The family was co-operativeyand
shielded the individual from the worst rigors of the outside world.

L mother might give a child a crust telling it not to share it with

Fem

Hh
H
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other children or starving animals,fc t was all she had. A mother

n

might lock sorry during the hard times in Ifaly if she could not
give her children more adeguate food. Such experiences more than
any verbal insitruction would impress upon the c¢hild that its dutly
lay in helping its‘mciher,and Yoys from families in need went out
willingly %o work where they could,to help supplement femily fin-
aNnces.

Meny significant modifications in the rigidity of family prot-
ection and control occurred throughout the century,at first in Italy

and then in Ausiralia during the fourth pericd of migration. But
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the essentizl Teaitures of gradual indoctrination and soliciting of

of obedience have remained,and i% is these that have largely gone %o

meke up family solidariity.

Child Birth,and the Barly Care of Children.

lore than one half of the liolfettese at present in Port Pirie

,.\

were born and brought up in Italy,and more than one third of these’
born in Port Pirie were born during the last ftwenty years. Bub owing

to the comparatively recent arrival in Ausiralia of the bulk of the

liclfettiezse women,who have continued to be more isclated than the men,

children born o them in Australia have bsen brought up,with environ-

mental modifications,in the itradiiional Iizlian ways.Modificaticns

A

have been introduced in Ausitralis when some child-rearing zids pres-—

fude

ent in Ttaly have not been available,but advantages present in

Australia have not been so readily adopted, In It

j8Y]

1ly.for example,child

ren were sncouraged to walk with the aid of a movable wheel-like

<
L

support which kept the c¢hild uprighit. The devics was net available in

Australia,and mothers had to spend more time in guarding children if

they did not want them to fall over. Milk,on the other handshas been

-+

cheaper and more abundant in dustralia,bui moihers

4

have not ag =

ule substidtuted a diet containing a large guantity of milk for the

s

2dult food given the child from the age of Yen months in Italy.

4 woman became soclially important when she had children in
Itely. She was given the bYest foods,was allowed to do no work,and was
attended by relatives for the first wecks after child-birth,while
she sat round and nursed her infant. In FPort Pirie there were not

sufficient women to help her through her difficult months after herw
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delivery. Her mother and sist
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She became enxicus over her family 1f she were confined in the hospit-
al Tor more than a Tew days.She preferred to bear her children in the
housge with the aid of a wmid-wife and in the preseunce of large numbers
of spectator relatives.There was a large number of s%ill births and
g high vrovortion of infant mortality among the Holfetiese until =

«

Baternity Block was buillt on the Port FPirie Hospital in 1941,and

- . 1.
unguelified nidwives were prevented from praciiging.

Molfettese women were pessimistic and superstitious aboul child-
birth. They would emphasize the difiiculties and dangers of delivery
to a woman who was about to have her first child,arnd recall instances
T how sc-and-so had died in lialy. One reason given why children were
never punished cutside the family was that the punishment by an oul-
#ider of another child of a woman in cilda might so upset her as to
cause her to bear a defective infant. Such women were advised not fo
go out away from the home lest they might see soﬁething that would
disturd them, 1If they =aw an ugly man,for example,they had 1o turn
their heads away.

Women were generally afraid of child-birth and feared the

worst,particularly if ey were delivering their first child, In the

an women,and
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maternity ward they were not segregated from A
were allowed only few visitors., The woman was afraid that she might
1ot be able to make her wants known if she could speak no English,

and might die without the assistaﬂce of her relatives.

1. The most DoquUf midwife uced to comfort snxious women by going to
bed with them while they were confined. She was against calling in
doctors.

2.Her fear was more real because doctors in Italy neglected poorer
pztients who could not afford to pay for the most gualified practit-

iower The presence of relatives in Italy signified that they would

mbine te p fer the most expensive treatment if necessary. The
nnexpialned fears of Lolfetiese women did not encourace
N =% Yurges to
(continued;
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After the child was born it was breast Ted,and weared from the
age of ften 1o eleven months when it was liksly thet {the moiner wéuld 1
having another child. lush stress was placed on the desirszbility of
keeping the infant guiet,and so long zs it did net cory it would not he
disturved for regular time-gcheduled feeding. When the older child crie

it was usually gziven food 1o quieten it., If it persisted 1t would be

23

given a teespoon of olive ocil,and if it resisted these they would be

forced upon it.

evere,although there seems to have
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been much more gtress placed on the imvortance of cleanliness in the

families of resent Austrzlian~-born than of the Itzlian-born. Lhildren

were not made to feel self-conscious over elimineation or any of the

natural functions of the body.

Children were bathed in Italy in water heated by the sunyand
b

the washing in cold water was remembered as a Traumatic experience of

1A}

one adult. But apart from this the basic training of the child seemed

o]

to be mild.The child was indulgently treatsd until it was about five
or six years of age and was first able ic be of assistance to its
parents. Parents were proud of their children and exhibited them
whenever there were guests, Litile children were given sweets by
visitiors,and encoura vei in turn to offer them o grown-ups and sibling:
If a child reached over to fake too much food it might be lightly
tapped on the hands to show disapproval. In this way the child was
taught to be generous,to expect help from and to return gifts fo

other adults and children within the family
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Children grew uvur in *he presence of many adult relatives,whom
& + o ¥

they later had fo distinguish and accord respect,and with children of

their own age with whom they shared the affection of their parents.

" - n , . e 30 o

There were usually four or more children in each family. Children

were not put away when thelr parenis were visited,and they were taken

to parties where they were left with other children before they had

earned to talk., One of the first lessons taupght them verbally was to

fat
[0

love one another,as thelr mother loved them,and the older child would
often be made responsible for the younger. Children were freguently ex-
hibited by parents who were proud of thelr precosity;they were not
pernitied,however, toc be proud at the expense of their brothers and
gslisters.

o

tion had been made in the sarly life of

=}
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No specific differe :
the £hild between the world of the adult and the world of ithe child,

The children saw adulis dancing and imitated the actions of the dancers

p]

at the age of four or five,without disapproval or amused toleration
from adults. Children were not sent to baed while adults sat round

and discussesd family affairs. As a conseguence the children needed no
special coercion to share in the economic activity of the Tamily when
they were old enough to do simple tasks. Such activity was their active-
ity toc. The mother might first say to the child “Come on,dear. Help
me,"” ziving a child a broom to sweep the floor. As she grew older in

age the number of tasks alloted to The girl increased and became

conditional...."#¥nen vou have finished your work,you may play.” The

boy had no household tasks %o perform in a family where There were

B =

3. See Lppendix six.
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girls,but he might have been detailed by his father to clean out his
boat and throw waier over it in hot weather. He might also be sent oan
messages. The youngest son in a family of boys usually‘had to help in

k)

the house. As a reward for these services in Fort Pirie since the war

s'::;

the child has received a small asllowance that was put aside every week
for him,and he was sent off 1o the pictures on Saturday afiernoons. If
the child was discbedient he might be told that he would not be allowed

to gc outl on a Saturday afternoon,but the threat was rarely sarried

¥

o

out,and the child was almost invariably given another chanece by its

varents. Children were punished on impulse,and never in a caleculated way
Owing to the casuzl nature of punishments children 4id not always cbhey

i
L

irmediately. They might say “"We will do it later "-and forget.

%

The father would on occasion use physical force to coerce the

chilé,but the punishment was usually given some pretext and the child

5

made to feel that he deserved it. The child might be catechised before
he was punished :'"What did I say if you did it again TAre you sbrry?”
'ne child was warned before he was punished and forgiven afterwards. Thi:
also applied in households where the father was absent. ien recalled the
look on their mother's face after she had beaten them,and said that they
knew she was sorry and had not wished to hurt them,

1 1

ne child was vunish

+3

ed physically,and not by the deprivation of
food,love,or priveleges. The mother d4id most of the correction for the

sapproval. But the

»,_1

small childithe father merely frowned or showed his di

v
<

father had 2 more terrifying aspect since he was the last court of appea.
and was considered more influential by the mother. Thus the mother might

threaten the child "You wait till your father comes home - and I tell

: "om L3 . - -
him., The mether would tend to spoil the child and give in to its
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whimsithe fath:ir,once aroused,wss more unrelenting an 1 abrupt« The
women might intervens on behalf of a child being punished by its
father, 3aying "you hate to see them suffer" gthe father would more
likely insist that ths child was old encugh t¢ be responsible for its
actions,and must take the consequences of its inconsideration.

Children learned through actione more than through verbal explan -
ations, which their parenis rarely gave them. They acied ftogether,and
7ith their parenis., General paiierns of beshaviocur were set forih in
prQVerbs% There was always a siring stress put on conformity. “Do
not do anything on your own head " a child was told. One of the chiefl
occasions Tor punishment was non-conformity.

Children were not punished or corfeoted for emociional outbursts
Temper tantrums were ftolerated in ithe young,and noisiness and impulsive-
ness were seen a8 an expression of the Molfettese virtus of *eing opsn
and frank in emotional matters,of not restraining one's joy,sorrow,
or appeitites. Both sexes were expected to give vent to their emolions
under shress,and here children followed The example set them by theif
parents., It wss once a common thing for men To weep at & sisk bed or

funeral ,although this prasctice has become less apparent in recent years

ko]

A large part of learning was through imitation of a lergs circle

of related adults,and disciplining was more real because it was diffic—

1

ult to escape their intersst and surveillance. Learning in the family

was facilitated by anticipatory responses, Children received regular
rewards,love,and sympathy,if they were cbedient, They were punished

=

most frequently by the temporary withdrawel of the rewards.

The Protection of the Family.

Children grew up as part of 2% encireling family, and they were

Z. dome of ihese are given in Appendix Five.



expected to cemsult
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even when they were

clder,betwesn a

=4

t in all emergencies.They rarely had to choose,

complicated series of alternatives,
or to make important decisions, When decisions were made,such as the
choosing of a lawyer or a physicia

\
n,th

e whole family was consulted
and the merits of the one were weighed againsgt $the merits of the other »

7. L. . - . - - s .
lessons (1) that the outside world was full of dangers and difficulties

that could harm the individual,and (2) thet love and help should be
found and given 1o kin,to whom respect was owing. The firs

mainly conveyed through superstitions

*
The second lesson w

lesso

n Was
and the instancing of misforiunss
as conveyed by precept and example, A
Children were not told stories to make them individualists,to
gtir up their imagineations with %the deeds of mighty heroes,triumphing
through the use of power or magic. Instead of tales of capricious fair-
ies they were told of saints working wmiracles to benefit the faithful,
They were sung songs to send them to sleep with
white snow,end a2 voor boy or

girl begging
ured by the adult,

1 themes about engulfing
for 1

r brasad. The stories treas -
reflected the power of
o}

immediate dezth of subjects for paliry misdemeancurs,and the concern
the pocr

=

peasan
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with earning and spending sconomically. The happy

ending they provided was the escape from threatened summary executiony
and an unexpected monetary reward.

5 . - ,
“® Children were frightened by veiled
references to the vlack dog or mal ombra
they did neot do

which would ead them up if
fettese men was

as they were bidden,or show due respect. An older iol=
still like
Pirie 28 it was

Vel
to tell children in the streets of Fort
growing dark to go home before they were
5.1 collected half 'a dozen SUCH sStories.V,ToHe I
Four.

picked up,

[

given THEIDENnTY
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put into a sack;and taken awey.

ot

The most notorious spinners of frightening fales were the oldexr
womer who &t times related these while children listened in hushed sil-
Most of the older Moifeitsge belleved in the Jupsun.which was =

o

kind of somnambulistic vampire that barked like & dog during the full

meon,and was dressad in white. The boys who used 1o go round Molfetta

at nighi and wake up the men for the irswlers had seen these,and it was
clzimed that one had once got off a ship that was geen in Port Pirie,

A lupann hac atiacked 2 child that was lying ill in %oifétta and torn

it about irn an unmentionably horrid way. The stories showed 2 love for

shildren in ths zorror that they expressed when physical harm was done

Parental affeciion became perticularly marked when children be-
came 111, Parents would pour gifts in greast profusicn or their children

in hospital,and constantly visited ithem without paying attention to vige

S

ting the bestk medical

[N

9

iting hours. They would spare no expense in gze

¢
(6]

treatment,and rewarded nurses who were good to them with pressnis after
the patient was cured,

By reminding children what harm might come them if they,for example,
crossed theirlegs or arms ~ relatives showed that they were constantly
congarned in protecting them. The concern For the well-being and health
of members of the family ocontirusd all through life. Fighting among
older children was repressed with the explanation that it could be dan -

gerous,and the child might lose an eye. The uncle of a man advised him

-

in @ serious tone of voice to see a doctor for a slight inflamms®ion i

+

#

3

the corner of hig eye. "You be careful,"he was advised, "such things can

,,,,,, - N

C e muperstition was :'bon't cross yourself or you I

£s

will be crossed.”
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be dangerous.’ Women still visited each other weskly tc enguire
whether thelr relatives were in good health.

The child received attention a
ives.whom he always saw on sxciiiy

feast days. Children hesrd from av

Dax

fS

ents' concern sboui relstives they

wera 11l or in difficulty. They were in this way made fto fesl that
the fate of thelir family was their concern. & child received a
gense of security in the family. He was expected in his turn to
help,and it was taken as z matter of course that

In recognizing the interest and assistance given by hie rel-

s
(o]

e}

e

ot
g

atives the child was taught to respect his elders. Some aut
was given to the =sldest son or daughtber who gnt play a part in
bringing up younger children,in caring for and disciplining them,

necespary. rhe youry

o
s
id
[
]
o]
o
o]
07q
ot
[e]
e
o
C
<
[R5
{a:
6]
H
8]
3
o
FT"
)
=
ot
o]
‘ﬂ)
[
4
ot
jol
3
(4]

er brother,as a conseguence,would refrain from swearing in the
vpregsence of an elder Brother he respected. The younger should
zlways respect the elder and zrest him first in the street.Hs

would be regarded as proud 1f he passed an elder compatriot and

did not recognize him. In addressing one another the lolfettese

A

dencting extended kinship. But a young
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used
man would be embarrassed if he were addressed as "bassi',the

dialect fopr 'compsre" or god-falther by an elder.Such terms might

en of the same age related through a god-father.

s of group were reminded of their obligation
8 the zroup minded e bligations to

It

one another through their using kinship terms. & man who married

the daughter of the eldest sister of a family of three sisters



had to ca;l the husbznds of the two younger sigters 'unclel

even though nephew and uncle were of gimilar age and had fished %
gether in Italy. en and women on friendly terms spoke of each
other as cousin or brother-in-lew wherever such a relationship
existed. They were freguently unaware of the exact degree of
thelr relaticnship,but still spoke in terms of the family when

they thought of friendship,co-operation,help,hospitality and

obligations.

The roles of Ffather and mother,husband and wife,

The Moltettese family was a solidary unit founded upon the
idealigation of the fidelity snd constancy of women. The woman
was the conserver,the banker of money earned by men,the fixed

mnd dependable source of security for men., Her function %o pres-

grve and extend the family was Cod-crda

W
fi)
jad
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influence wag the home.

The mother was spoken of z2s angela dells famiglig or

angela del padre and the sentiment of mother~love ag was lyricsll

expressed by mazzini was recommended To me by a recent bipglfettes
migrant as being the most adequzie sxpression he knew,...'The

family ig the country of the heart., There is an angs=l in the Fam-
ily who,by the mystericus influencs of grace,of sweeiness,and

of love renders toe fulfilment of duties legu wearisome, SOrrows
less bither....he Family containg an element of good rerely
found elsewhere,constancy. Its affections wind themselves slow=-
ly around you,unheeded,but tenacious and enduring as the ivy
round the treegthey follow you hourly,and identify themselves

gilently with your life...The sngel of the Family is woman.

is the caress of life,the S9

L - N S s 5 9
Mother,wife,or S1sStcel yoman



sweetness of affection shed over its toils.”
The mother gensrally gave in to temper tantrums,and became

gquiel when her husband in a moment of excitement reproved her.

She refused to take offerce,but smiled back,shrugged her should-

on the family at meal

o

ers,and did ag she was Dbidden, She waite
times in the absence of an elder daughter,and was always ready

to jump up and atfend to the wanis of her husgband. The ideal of

’

)

the good woman who made a good man was discussed by Italian fish-

e-men guite freguently,and a widower whom I knew well was all the
time pining for a good woman to lock afier him. He excused his

N

shortcomings with his family by
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"When my wife was alive it was all different. When she died I go
crazy. L don't want to work. I don't want to buy a new boat, T
nave to clean the house,do the cooke«o.lt 18 no good.Do you get
whnat I mean? I want = wife like Bam's, She's 2 good womanjshe a
lucky man. I thought I had a good woman,end was going to send
money to Itzly when p-phew 1 was told she no good woman., I am
now lucky man., I don't want to waste all my money. She no good
to meeo.." The admiration of men ouiside the family for women
who care for itheir husbands and families was a sirong inducement

for a woman to look for her rewards in the family circle

The good woman tock pride in the domestic tasks of being
a good cock and housekeepsr,in having many children and seeing
them married well. One woman expressed her pride in the fact that
ey

her father's shoes and socks were clean and well-darned when the

desth, The zeood woman

coroner had to make a report on his

ToDuties T Wah,cen viLTT
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was proud o show that her house was cleen fo a chance visitor,

o

lthough in The d:press?on yvears this cleanlinesgs had noet been
possible. She managed the family budget,and 1t was her pride 1o
have enough %o entertain well on feast days. A womzn who lived
near her daughtsr or daughter-in-law might send over = fish pie
or some czkes she had vaked,and relefted women visited esach othe

to learn recipes and help prsn&*e for special Occasions; In order

in other directions,gave no donetions to the Red Cross or the

Huch of the working spent,after the young childre

ided for,in preparing elaborste cocking dishes and recie

and 1in dressmsking

-

The Molfettese wife cleaned her husband's hools and

)

gid some other tasks for him not usually done by an Ausitralian wi

it a4 s s s - i v O L ~
but it is misleading to say,with Gamba ,thei she was z self-

effacing woman with no will of her cwn. She chose most of the

furniture in the house,with the advice of her relatives and neigb

val of her hucgbhand. She was respons-

")
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ible for the good management of the kitchen,kept the accounts

and would be flustered if any of these were mislaid. If the
husband went fo the refrigerator without cloging the door she

N

egularly visited her relatives and brought

o]

would scold him. bhe
her husband eand children .ith her.The women in a Tamily gather~

ing could combine and outface the men. It was her right to expesct

PO SIS

O T T T w

8.The Italian Fishermen of FremsmitleD.92-3s




maintenance from her husband,and her duty,given by God,toc remain
pure,and look after her children. The women zccepted this role
znd mainteined e woral standaerd which made them preferable as

=3

wives and mothers to Ausitralian girls in the eyes of the Molfettess
commurity. She would use no cosmetics when she went into the
street,and would not stop to talk with men she happened to meet,
She would never smoke.She considered drinking in Public vicious

-+

rets from her husband. On being marrisd
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she communicated any previous correspondence she migh
t:. her husband. Her fildelity and aittentiveness endeared her to

him, She sent parcels o relatives out of Ausiralis,and kept the

merbers of her family in touch with one another.All the letters
received by any of the family became the common property of the

“8rily and were kept in a convenient place by her.

While he was still very young she told her son to respect hi
father, "Always respect him,for he works hard for you." The father

who through his labour and szcrifice brought home food was the
main link in the family with the outside world of non-relatives
It was not because he gometimes grew violent with his children
that he impressed fhem,but tecause his wife showed deference to hi
on important occcasions. He was ithe socurce of suthority for his

11

Tamily,and the punishmeni orx correction of children outside the

family would be resentas an affront to his authority. He was know

It iz also an exaggeration te say with Gamba that the

Yaverage" Italian father was an autocrat who ruled his family
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with an ircn fist, In many families 1t was the women who punishsd
the children ohysieally while he only looked on disapprovingly.
He assoclated with his children from an ezarly age, He might
control children by ordering them to do certain tasks,or confining
them to the house. Since he was head of the femily he had fo be
obeyed in all matiers. He was most concerned with family welfare
and had suffered most to preserve this materially. He hzd worked
hard to bring and keep his family together, 411 matters affecting
family welfare had tnerefore to be referred to him,and once he
had made his decision @ffer consulting the rest of the family

here was no redress of grievance until he changed his mind. The

ot
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o the same extent as the mother,and I

father was not confided in
knew one father who was mortified becsuse his sons did not treat
him with affec
The father had a special place in the household and the meal
was delzyed until he aroveared. But the food was distributed com-
munally end he 4id not receive the best portions of what wasg
available., He freguently allotted these to the children. There

wag no questioning what he did,and while he spoke in a commanding

veolce others listened. If his sons dispuled his authority or were

a3

periodically insolent fto him,they would have to leave the housse,

He sometimes asserted in the presence of his family and s

"I am the boss of this house.”
In zeneral both father and mother in the Molfetiese family
worked together to bolster up each other's authority.There was

2 clear division of labour beiween woerk in the home and work

outgide it, The complementary role of husband and wife,father
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and mother was constantly being expressed in actions and anticip-
ations, Children should be grateful to both parents. There was 2
gaying ¢ "One pair of parents can support one child,but ften child-
Ten caﬁnot gupport one palr of parents." I+t meant that children
couid never hepe to repay their parenis for the upbringing they

received from them,

egrezation of the Sexes in Prevaration for Muture Roles,

The latier sducation of Molfettese children was directed

to making a girl a good wife,and the boy a hard worker for his

Young shildren played together unitil the boy begen work
11ldish things. In any case the boy—-girl play group
would only persist until the complementary roles for which the

future man and woman were destined were clearly marked off at puber-

Jute

ty. Boys and girls were sesgrezgated to sleep in different rooms at

o

the age of five noi becsuse the Molfettese were prudish about the

nakedness of thelr children,bu® because this a2ge marked off the

P 1)

differential educatior of children with their growing usefulness
to their parsenis in two separate spheres.

Girls were 5uooﬂ up on the tabls,or taken up ilu the arms
of an adult and taught to kiss and show affection.Girls were given

dolls at an early age,and encouraged to fondle them. Cirls,too, were

to younger children,though bhoys receiv-
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encouraged t

ed no dinstruction in this direction.

If the boy went out fishing he would associate with males
for long periocds of tims,and at one stage of the emergence of the

compunity duriy the third period of migration some
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young men would not see any women from one feast day to another.Young

(4

<4

men who went to school in Italy during this veriod ussd to form then-

selves into rival »lay groups or gangs,and they werse allowed out until

The girl was trained by her mother in domestic tasks of co. k-

ten prolonged from

Py

O
pert

ing and sewing,and this periocd of her life was
eight to ten years. Her knowledge of the werld was generally very con-
finedsshe was always in the company of older women,and it was s relief
for her when the men came home from work,or there was special work tc

. L
be prepared for oncoming festas

Chaperonage,Courtship and the Selection of Marriage Fartners

-

The rigid system of chaperonage for ummarried girls still appliec
in Pori Pirie. It was a carvy-over from Molfeifa,where the place of

the teen-age girl was in the home helping her mother to bring up

JAY)

h]

large family,and work in depariment stores,offbces;and so on was

done by men. Chaperocnage was not continued in Port Pirie to protect:the
girl from the men who roamed the streets. This danger had not been
conceived by the Molfetiese when they kept up this custom. Chaperonsge
instead was bound up with attitudes and values towards martiage,family
honour,and leyalty of wife to husband,which was strengthened by the

peligious symbol of the virgin who was able to bear God's child bscause

¢

she was pure. Sex was thus far in the realms of the sacred.The auptial

bedroom in the front of the house was the most sacred part of the

k)

house., The furniture in the bedroom was kept spotless while that in
the kitchen was inclined to be dirtye. The bed was often the most ex~-

pensive article in the house and it was not purchsased secong~-hand.

The value of virginity,supported by the institution of chaperon-
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age,coexisted in Italy with prostitution., It was re}atively
more important to secure a chaste woman for a wife because some
women were not chasteyand would not remain constant, If a &ssir-
able woman proved herself fto be a virgin it was more likely
that she would make an attentive and constant wife. The value was

emphasizee because it could be dramatized - it could be threat—

ened,protected by chaperonage,and finally proved.

The maturing girl wes not insiructed about the sexual

o i £

funciions of her body uniil immediately before the wedding night

1

seken aside by the bridesmaid,hersell a married wom=

when she was

an s,and told necessary details before the ceonsummation of the
marriage. Neither boys nor girls received any formal sexual

sducation from their parents,though they must have picked up
some miscellaneous,though impsrfect knowledge,from listening to
the chance remarks of adults, The saying "Tira iu un pielo di

. o S in 9 s . I
ura dbnna chi cento paia di bovi®" 7° gsuggests that the Molfetiese

J

were not always fastidious in their talk before children.leverthe

M

less, th

o
3

irl was expected te be pure,innocent,and a virgin

m

until her wedding night when she passed her Tirst test. The

wedding sheets were placed on the line the next morning to ad-

vertize to enguiring neigh

L)

ours that the girl would make a

n

constant wifeo

Then other married women would call and fell the girl
what she mugt do to keep on pleasing her husbsnd. These measures

were more relevani for a woman married by proxy and living away

.

{ B Y
9, One pubic hair of & w-mapéhas more strenzth (to atiract)
Tnan’ one nun 7ed bullotks.
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from her parents., In the absence of a honeymoon during the depres-

H

sien a woman who had a large house in King Sireet,Sclomontown,used
to let it out to newly-married couples until they moved into =z
house bought by their relatives,or secured a room in 2 house near
their relatives. The woman who let the house had also been prom=

inent in arrsnging the town hall for wedding receptionse

The adolescent girl,receiving atiention from a distance

from the young man who dubtifully called on her parents,and not

always fully envisaging the implications of her courtship,was
likely 1o behave in a giddy and headstrong manner and talk wildly

about rejeciting suitors suggested Tor her approval hy her parents.,
During this stage of her life the girl was kept even more strict-
1y in the house and had lifttle chance to tslk intimately about

courtship with other girls of her age, She was '"news" on the oo-

4

casicns that relativss and friends callsd. A Despoken girl would

Teel superior to other girlg whose hands had not been sought in

ge as yei,and a neglected girl could feel jealous, A younger:
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sister was not considered ready for marriage until her older sister

was married,and usually fthe eldest son was the first married, IT

the bespoken gzirl proved unpure the Molfettese father might protect

)

or support her for the rest of her life,or thz husband-to-be might
still asccept her,though this was less likely when marriage wasg 2

contract cementing families,and the element of chivalrous romantic

- I

love in it only played a minor role. Engaged couples in the past

kel

had little chance of becoming intimate before marriage. They oniy

knew that they were not disagreeable in locks to one another,and
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that if they were irained properly each would play his part
satisfactorily, A husband did not look for an intellss ari=

rer and corpanicrn irn his wife., In fact,the man was expected to

be more astute and have more worldly knowledge than

12 have gradually been granied maore

sion as wives. In recent years some mer born in

marrie

=

Y Australian-born women of Molfettese descent,and these
have been able to nelp their husbands become familiar with certain

elugive aspecis of an fusiralian way of life. Engagements,too,have

feed

ot

been protracted when there havp been more available girls to

3

choose from,and the engaged couple have had ample opporiunitiy to

'

o

get used to each other's ways before they were married,

The girl marrie

young,from the age of 16 onwardsishe was

considered to be getting cold by Z2l.,and quite old by 30. The young

‘ o

man was congidered ready for marriage from the age of 21 until

103 he was getting o0ld by 35, There was ncet any appreciable change
, = s ?j L2 e

P

in the age of marriage over the past AC years in FPort Pirie until

4

after the Second World Wsr when men could aff

sarlier sge, Women tended to marry szt a younger age in Port Firie

1fetta,.perhaps because their parenis could af-

7
ford to marry them earlier.

Becausze of the ege difference hetween the marriage of men

o]
e

and women it was unreasonable to expect that the men would remain
chaste vntil he was married. He was zliowed in Italy to visit
prostiftutes,and young men have gone to prostitutes away from

T =
3

Port Pirie. Knowledge of sex was learned by most young men
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pefore marrisge, boy to boy,often without

r

the knowledge of the talk was of s substitut-
ive kind,and some young men 1 spoke 10 assumed that another mem-

ber of a sub-group to which they belonged was deriving vicsrious

oys went by preference %o non-Italizn dances,

&
Q
i
a3
[o)
o
ot
(0]
7]
&
o

partly because they need not commii themselves with an Ausitralian

girle. She was noi,like the Mollettese girl,always thinking of

becoming married %o the T t marn who »aid attention to her.Since
he could not bhecome indevendent until he was married and sgtab-
lished in =2 home,the Holfetltese youth was olso anxious to keep

ily life,znd to comply

courting befaviour of the

grol
His family probably had a maitch in mind for him,and might
suggest possibilities,but he waes sllowed to Take the initiative

If {there was

"_

and approzch the parents of the girl he preferred,

ne girl of marrvizgable age in the group,ss freguently occcurred in

s

Port Tirie until the mid-thirties,negotiations were made through
femilies in Italy. No agent in Molfetia,however,arranged marriages
behalf of the Fort Pirie group, & man who returned itc lMolfettis
to see his wife and family might have performed z proxy marriage
in Ttaly on behalf of two or thyes men in Yort ririe. The particu

lar forz of courting instituition presupposed a falr amount of

gossip both in Molfetia 4 Port Pirie about opportunities for maxs

riage. The bride-to~be was known about by letters sent by relative:

of the bride~seeckers in Italy,and her merits were discussed by



them,and at one time by the wihole Port Pirie community.

hes through prsssure

Ths secor

;A-

Trom his family cm Ltaly,ard in accord

ance with the estsblished practice sent his vhotograph fto her in

exchange of

disapprove of each other on receipt of

the photographs +the fam-

1 %c migrate

0

this form of marrd

would have been properly trained in ¥Molfetia 1if¥ she czme from z

good family,and,being dependent on her husband and his superior
knowledge of Australis and the Bnglish lenguags,she would be subse

vient zund dutiful to him.Under these conditions they wers prepared

women in re nerrying 3 strange man in a strange counte

a reversel of the

rve Lhe proxy marriages of the
previous migratisn patiern of the women., The reverssl is explained

by the fact that the women who migrated in this way had no sstzsb-

L
i

lished homes Kolfet.a and accepted the marriage on condition
that they would find protection in Australis. ieny of thew came
from poorer families,for they were surprised alt the wealth display

ed in Australian shops,while women coming from established homes

in Italy remerked rather on the extensive shzbbiness of Fort

The Austrzlian parents-in-law were prepared tp accep



any g irom kolfelta and was kxnown and recommended by
their relatives in Italy,though they offen preferred marriages 1o
take place between relatives and fthsir son. The marrisge planvens
. o fhe , s s ,
weni to great lengths o secure  hapriness  of their children. The

girl who provided a joint dowry,marrizge was still arn affair of fam-

to dominate. ¥hen the man approached the family of the

s

< ‘ ST S - + . e s - Tn
factors ¢ {1, the honour of the voung mar's family e were his
relatives likely o te help and be reliable? (2)the fidelity of

3)

.
&
Q

)
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2
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the young man - was he likely
the industry of $the young man - was he likely to work hard for his

anily? (4)nls presentabiliiy baszed on his good locks sbout which

The

Ttaelian standards of besuty to confirm by insiances what I was teld

10, In accordance with conditions in Iialy. Unless a man was flt

he was not likely %o bs able to supnont A 8, £am 511g}x
pairmeﬁts in healih could be imporitdwt in 2@ g AEJ comﬁé 1t e



North Italians
who had never marvied,or whe, when their wives had left them ,

lived on their owp,and kept their old houses. It was quite a com-

W

Volfettese women with urnmervied daughters fo snguir

o

mar who came into their

man appeared Lo be

interest,too,with other psople's daughters in mind.

would be takenby the womern if the

bashful 3 his mere vigiting the family could be taken as evidence

While the Molfeliese dialect waz spoken in the home and
the men worked 2% their fishing trade,meeting few non-Ttalians in
pusiness capacity utside Their group,thers were few occasions

when any non-liolifet

Fort Pirie thnan thelr Ausiralian nelghbours. So the Molfettese
group over the years recruited its members from Italy rather than

by intermarrying in ithe hosi soclety.

R N . s o
(2-1) intra-marriages;6 (1-0) inter-marriages,of which three

were wmade by the one man,and



110,

2

oL . 11 .
(0-13 inter-marriages. That is,

AV

1 (2-0) inter-marriage s and
the commonest ftype of marriage was betwean a first generation
MolTetiese male and femalegand there were 125 first generation

Molfettese married as compare d with 19 second generation marrie

Contresiing these 77 holfettese marrizges with 28 I ern 1tal~

ian marriages,ihere were 2(14} Northern Ttalian intra-marriasgess

intra~merviagessb (l~0) inter-marriages;9 (2«0} inter-mar-
dacesrand O [ 0=2) inter—merriaces, +1 3
riagessand 9 {(0U~2; inter-marriages, From the figures it is

ang who set:led in Yort Pirie

g:»
t~
ot
&
;,..:

apparent that the Wortl
married outside their group more than they merried inside it

while the reverse was true of the lMolfettese. 86% of first and

second generation North Italiasns marrvied with Ausiralians or

A

he first and second zen-

eration Molfeltese marrried ocuiside the group,and there were

closure of the

11, B.Wessel : Bihnic Factors in the Fopulation of New London,
A.,0.8. July 1929,

1-1 intra marrz;ge. was one where the partners were both first
generation immigrante of the same sitock,

1-2 intra-marrisge wes cne where a first generaiion male married
a second-generation fumale,

2-1 intra-masrriage was one where a second generziion male marrie

a first generation female.....and 50 on.

1-0 inter-marrisge was one where g first generaticn male married
a 1 ale beyond the third generation of the migrani stock,
that is a female of native s¥sck for the purpcses if thie ea

r-marriage was one where z first generation female marria
le of Australian stock....and so on,
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Four of the inter-marriages of the Holfetiese had occurred
before the depression — two before 1925, The men who made them
were noted as individualiste oubside the Molfettese group,not
because they had inter-married but because they would argue the
point like Australians and were assertive. Subseguent estrange—
ments and divorces confirmedvthe Molfettese into thinking that

o

inter-marriage did damage to group institutions and values withe

cut replacing them with anything worth whils and abiding. The
early inter-marriages were not repeadved during the third perod

of migration,and it is only since the 1950s that fthe subject of -

"

b

raised without disapproval. During the

.

; .S
(i

inter-marriage is bel:

i

ntervening riod men who had discussed the marviage of Austral-

‘_ll .
<t
o

tc
£

ian girle they had mst at dances were warned off by their parent
who substituted an Italian girl as partner for them. It was
hinted of more than one of the inter-marrying families that they
had no honour,that the man had been forced to marry the girl
through his own indiscretionyor that other liclfetiese families
in the group would not ally themselves with his, Divorce was
feared not only because 11 tarried a religilous stigmz in Itely,
but becsuse it disrupted ths family and made it no iongsr possib-
le for yet unmarried children toc find 2 source of love and affect

]

ion within the home, None of the intermarrying men were fishermer

and only one of them has renained within tre communitye.

an pirl was still

“S

A mixed marrizge inveolving a nen

generally fearsd,for the girl cculd come to despise her husband

once the romarnce that inspired their odd union had worn off,znd
ever if she remeinsd reulral to his Italian waye she was not

likely to adopt these ways fully herself,so that she could be



of her own fTamily of origin. In such matters the Holfettese wer

{24
<t

inclined to be cauticus znd to follow the ways they knew and we

(A .

sure of. darriage,agein,wss sn alliiance betweern two families,no
merely between ftwo individuale, The disapproval of mized marris
es by the Wolfettese reflected that they were not sure of them-
sglves and of their acceptance by the host society, The mixed

merriage in which the bride was Italian was not congidered so

obieciionable although it could mean thet a daughier would move

the husband in ihe Ppreviocus case could adapt itself 1o the

Two things were Tmplied in thig sttit-

and more adjustable wives than Australisn girls,{g} that the

host sociely would bs prepared to recognize this superiocrity

unities for her to do s0. The mixed marrisge inveiving an Ital-

ian girl was immediztely after the war the commorer form of
mixed marrizges and th ushand and wife in the casges I knew
sesmed to be happy.welil-adjusted, and i3 ﬂomraﬂlﬁﬂs, Sne .
. 5 e N i hA s s 5 &
husband had been prepared o accwpu nis wife's family as equa.



and this fact may have led the Holfsttese to regard mixed marriages

ol

a8 permiseive,if the family of the non~-Itelian family were friendly

and other Buropsans,however,were strongly disapproved of as serving

=S
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ot
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ot
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purpose,and implying the

W

per cent of the marviagss between firsb-zensration

might repeatedly marry intc one anocther,so that two brothers from
one femily might marry two sisters from anothsrj;a brother might
marry his deceased wife's sister,or a sister haer decsased husband's

brother, Fig.l illustrzies the intemmarrying of two families in

It ustralia. The members of the family have come mainly to
Fort. Pirie.Here they established four households,thres of which had

(including children)snd %he fourth household,which was
adjacent To the third,contazined four people. These familises,in ths

3

resident in Port Firie who knew fisgh-

ermen well,kept to themselves more then the others and were seldom

to be seer st parties given by other non-related families, The ex-

treme intra-marriage of thege Tamilies,it was suggestsd 1o me,was

marrying,one family into another,
shont the same time. This meant that neither family would have to

ital before the family was married,and that the man and

too poor to afford elabohate dowries Bnd chose
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Turniture and pay fTeor their house

after their marriage. The sister of ore family died in Italy a few

months afier the trother of the other was dsowned in Australia, It
was considered bad luck,in any case,for a widow or widower o heve
8 large wedding when they remarried, The widow would bring toc her

gecond hushand the property from her first marriage and he would

not have to provide the equivelent sum to help establish the new

heouschold. The widower would not demand a second dowry,and hs could

be sought after by 2 family thaet had no dowry to give. The guestion

arise i he married o widow or a member

intr-marriage occurred when the son and

iy

daughter of one family married the daughier and son of the other,

a5 1llustrated in Fig.2. The explanation given for ithese marriages

v

of the tweo families and not merely those of the mazrrying pair had

ity because 1t was 2 closed and self-masintaininzg group. Children

to it prior %o the szecond world war could not escape

o
[}
Q
o

o
te
o
o

w3

=y
5

from the family and groun. In reference to it most of their idess

fatd

- i . Y - k3 g A
and actions tock shape and meaning. family had
to bhe ready to help ancther, Tesks members as

o
[ia]
o
b4
(o]
Fh
ok
2



117,
person concerned. Girls,for example,might stsy up late at night

helping their mothers in their needlework. They made clothes for

other members of the family., They might clezn the sheses of thelr

glder broth hers, and wait on them. The norms held by the members of

the family werve clearly expressed)amd were 112

end perablss, The family remalined responsible for its members even
though they broke ascknowledzed group mores. Individuals would expect

necessary to protsct f-he

a multi-purpese group,and

anothar,and apprec=—

ion over decisions,

members of the {am-

of kin and possible

H econocmic ys*em

towards whick
which the femsa

rtraltm ani religious symbol snded
4.
[P

S
in the mos: S@Grsd

sTj @
¥

beet bhedrooms

A T+ S L N ) s -
(7). Intra-marriage,often with close relatives.
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G -
,» Interactio

eraction nsinly and at one time zlmost exclusively with-
in the family and zroud.

“the century both in Italy and Ausiralia,the hold of the family

LR, -
LUE memp

o
0
=

5 has contipued,and is¢ still strong todsy. The
femily is noi so much oni 12 tn whioh the member belongs

ef recent yvears,snd community life has developed in the formation

of sub-groups. I propose next o consider chenges that have

},_.i
)

ife,and procede to ihe discussion of social

o0 013
EToUiDo
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n the early years of the century the Wolfettese family dom-
ove”
inated, and restricted the liberties of  the individual to a very
lzrge extent. In Italy the women re ned together in the houss,

in the home. If she had strict parents the young girl would not
be zllowed o dance 2% weddings or feasts,would not be allowed to

see the faire that periocdically only escaped

fuda

Trom the house,though not from the chaperonage of her relstives,
whnen she went to Confession or Mass.

o Torm the

bulk of the Wplfettese mothers in Tord Pirie foday,snd who,although
they apvreciate the fuller amount of freedom wade possibhle to theﬁ

1 Australia,are not always able
in the uobringing of +their children. They mi; for example,desire

ocnly the viriue

)

At the end of the last century the young boy,too,was sent
tc work at the age of six or seven,and had 1little prospects but con-

tinued work with his family. He received a qusrier of a man's wage

e
until ke had served six month's zpprenticeshiv,after which he would

iven

Ty

be eniitled %o a third share. Laiter in the century boys were g



increasingly more freedom in Italy. After 1930 those who were under

twelve were sent %o school for the most of the day,though they

were hired out for s pifftance to do cleaning jobs in the yards of

manhoode It also kept him off the streets.fit the age of seven,when

he first went %o schoolshe could vegin his apprenticeship in =&

This consisted of his being present while men were working,

in his watching them,carrying ocut smaller commissions and tasks,

ard tidying up after they had left. The boy would work from 6.30
until B o'eleck in the morning,attend school from 8 until 1p.m.,

and return in the afterncon to his work, After the age of ITwelve

he began to work in earnesi,and tc pay nis wages to his mother
L

until he was called up for military training at the sge of tweniy-

one,After the period of

During the second world war there were not so many opporiunities
for casual employment of this type,znd bovs more frecuently formed

while

neighbourhood ganzs, It had become increasingly dii

mest of the mern were asway,end the elder women were secking employ-

ment in the men's jobs, to control the

enough te be called up,or to receive permanent employment.

Chang

“he HoldingPower of the Family and the Authority Struct-

ure in Fort Pirie,

The most important charnge thet has come over the family,

in what may bve termed

particularly since the last was hemn

]
=

fu

o}

helding power over the services of the young men working in the

Jh

amily 28 an ecconomic and employing unit. This has involved import-—



ant modifications in the authority of the father,and hasg increased

the sgtatus of young men in the Wolfettesge community.

uring the third period of migraticn the young man who

<

went out fishing would be called upon to do =811 the diriy work,and

bused and shouted at 1f he was slow, He was told by

28
\-"

We s consvant

w

1y

elder fishermen that conditicns in the past had bsen more difficult,

and that when they were young men the older fishermen had worked in
their turn for thirty-six hours continuously without sleep.The atth-
ority of the father was manifested in his decisions. It was he wno

decided whether his son should return for some life on shore,

A-T'

#Fhile he was out fishing the young man had no opportunity
of mizxing with Australian youths of his own age,or of learning the
basic English that would enable him to mix, If during the feast
days on shore he went o a dance,he would not know how to ask an

Australisn girl to dance with him. Molfettese wmen who had been in

Adelside and learned some English there found that they forget it

again when they went out fishing. they stoke only dial-

ect to one another for long periods of tTime.

Italian law gave the father large powers to control bis way-

- e

ward children, In Port Pirvee his contrel had been mainly exercised

(g

through his ownership of family resources until afier the second

2

s

world war, When I asked s discontented boy why he did not lesve home

end get a job on & Tarm or a factory he replied :"They will not let
you," by which he meant that his father would not let him have the

capital to provide for his keep while looking for a Job away from
home. "They will ssys '"Who will cook for you? Who will mend your

7 ' " and exaggerate the difficulties that could occur,so
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that the boy wzs controlled by his

of the outside world.and reassured by the rshesrsal of gll the ben-
nig family,and of their czre end regard fox

have beern physically prevented Ifrom

who had been out of & job for two months

wanted to seck work in Adelszide. Az he ex

"I heve came to Australie to make my forfune,

in Adelaide. The man replied that he did not know,but promised he

of

=
D

> hop

o

= he returnsd. In 7

teing v,and to be in a better positiom

to make hig Torture,the young man wrapped up his spare clothes in =2

see me again.'" When the

her stn, "that once 1 was sone shs

man returned he said there was & Job in Adelaide,but the young man

was 11l. During the next week he managed to smugg
plzce,so that he was

- week without hig mother's

for his fwo sons who had worked hard for him for over

§ "l
4]
[

Chevrol
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two years janother who wanted to tske his gon tc court to recover

notions of family honcur lost the services of two of his sonsz.
Some fathers who 83111 have sons fishing for them heve allowed thei:

(6]

sone to make zome of ihe decisions j; others have nct been sitrongly

opnosed to thelr mons wishes to find work ashors. The independence ¢

ge,for example,

fully aware of

fed

goals,and thi

hag led them to criticisge;if not cpenly,the methods used by their

Tt pust not he assumed from the zbove 1t
gained some measure of independence that teen-age first and second
generaticon Molfettess youths openly flout the zuthority of their fa

ers in the family. Sorns who were aware of the further opportuniiies

afforded them aflter the second world war were also aware of the

his bet.er judgement iold him were unadvisable because he wished Tc

"

2voild any confliect with his fathery, YMeverthelsss,the control of

the father over the sons hes decressed with the son's capacity teo

zet work away fram the family. The father's authority is no longer

absolute over hisg children,

.tlJ needed

Contribuiions from the

in the older-established
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g.c

unemptied fishy water attvacted fiies in the hot weather.

ceeping by Australian stendards was inefficient

contents of otner

The mess of dogs ard fowls wazs leit lying round near

ot
- it

B .. o [P . - e
ere were no fly-wire screens on some bhack d

The improved cleanliness of the women can parily bes

turn to

ilx

to do. Conseguently they mal

s

neir children. When they came to Port Firie ithey had no

to keep their houses clean. Dust and mud were hard to keep out,and

they wanted their houses to be presentable they had to

m

As a rule Lolfeitese parents have hein reluctant

clean the

a week, Their house=-

and they did not havs

iz all their clothes and the clo

a 1ot of young children they were urable ie¢

=
heir children at school any longer than they had fto,and minimiged

ditficulties and advantages of acguiring knowledge. The World of

-]
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school was one apart from the world of family life. Theres was no

interest teken in school work,and no place for books or book-lemrn—

ing in the home. The only books there were ragsed romanzas or a few

cheap comics. hvery other Italian family received an Italianefustralis

newspaver such as la Piawma or L'Angelo Dells Famiglia,and would pay
for Itelisn periodicsls 1if they were delivered regularly. Bocks as
such were nol relished or cherisghed by toe kolfetiess, Une man who

had 2 guide~book of Nanles kept 1t in a sea-chest with his spare
ropes & woman took back her children's school books to be sold at

Iy,

the school., These only feiched a few pence,and she had never been to
the school before., Capable children were not sntouraged by their
parents,and 2 child who hed shown promise and had pleaded bo continue

his scheoling was withdrawn by his father. There was nowhere in the

conditions in the schocls were ngb

rrepoessssing. The children would leave any homewcrk they had 1o do

The bpulk of the children went to the Cathelic Primery Schools

the of twelve,wher most of them left,though a few have

—
b s

=T
‘[.Jn
2

recently gone to the Cstholic Secondary School for twoe or more years.

to their teachers,

They were neisy and impulsive in class.s
b . -

and when they came excited would find it hard to contaln themselves.

Younger children would refuse to come to scheel at all unless they

and expect the nuns to mark them present,and get the family out of

trouble witn the truancy

arrived exhausied su the
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wasl the disines and ciezn up the

+h

they had stayed up late inito the

ildren stayed at school during the lunch

ther children,but out of school They played

v Solomontown.
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In the last three or four yesars there has besn a fuller recog-—

.‘

hildren hzgve

nition of the advanteges of

not been reculred to zo down the zfreet with their mothers in school

an dustrzlian newspaper or periodic
the evening news-paper on & casusl ba@ls

Fxanmination

schaool bresk-up in 1653, Une father had hopes that his sorn would be

o professional wan and haed told the nuns $"You learn him good.He is

nelr primzsry schooling
wag completed tc the technical schocol to learn dressmaking. Their

£L

nu

=

h hut lacke

o
0]
2
3
Q
;_;

they were compet

< to do,such a8 cloth

for babies,instead of the standard pileces of fznsy needlework,

§

This recognition of the usefulness of the outside institution

of the school meant that the family was relinculshing its =mole right




125,

]

@©
0

e

€N

art

;s

-
D

o~
-

kinde

he

glstance

2nslen

ext

&g

To ci

1ties

O]
[

®

R43

1T
L e

sl

S 4
<

the

S

R

the

€

icting

tr

o

=

lies,

-+ vy
T ami

S
@

th

warantee

N

ontrol -

andard of

kv

trldg.

I

£

and

woimern

O
i

e
o
o
®

N
i

&

an

B
ne

»1ls made

J
3
&

me, and

?

]

eb

1
I

je t}

ubsid

ris ot

21

Faat

303

&
<,

i

it e
e Ok
Fng By
VOB
R
o) O Q
Lo R @
e @I
.G 32
= 948y
g WO
) 2 O
£y Ay B
? o T
© 42 e
£1
it
B
2



. bt e o £ 4 ab
. £ w : i < i I, @© o @ i 3] 1 &
U A o oo SR B N S 2K % 8
5 T B < bl T N R R I~ S ® o oy M

Ee L2 0] 3 o o [0 = 4 a0 < ® W W o -3 ot w &5 =

Eal o] G [ 42 A ot @ = Gl £3 = ¥ el Q £ w <

> oo P o o) < [o B &g @ + -+ [ Q £4q 4 © O ° ]

c @ F o > &) @ & o b +° o 3 -l © SIS o W A~
r— < o] & [ o [a] < Rst 42 3 [e) o) s (= Q 0 B < & @ 2e} w
o} © [} — &0 W + ] G £y [} ¢} o o] i £ & & £ —
R < & Eel o] o U ) e = 18] [ © 43 M 4] < o 4
c © w + i hed Gy o] Q Kol (0] G = 5 £ & [ I - =3 -r
=] £4 + s £ o] i & Yy 8 - o < -t o] o} ® > 4 ol
> ¢ 0 et W 3 - + b= o} o) + e ke ] e o o il =4 & By s} D
fle] d o @ a w 0 o — o @ o i 3 N
== & ] [48] < @ @ w = « e + o © Ui &0 e} 4> o i G
L e et + i o} £y o < +2 [o] < o & +3 © 42 < 3¢
[ o) P £4 3 o q 1 < Q I s < aif [8)
— G - o o v el 43 Gl jus] sl + 42 4 Q ga) Oy n Q £ &
S oy n G o] — s} < o @ [} [ 10} 4 @ = w @ e}
< &4 = o] i &) & ® el < + o] 3 @ [N < © P fwy ]
£ s 4 i £ a = 0 @ (e} = O o Iy 1 Kol RS
iy - ® o o} e as —4 @ [3} ! @ @ o [ 5 o &
@ £ £ + ) D) i [ +3 B o W <~ & = o] G O]
o e < +2 + &) @ < o} (e O C w & =9 @ 4 =
I W O +7 & + “ s} &) r w [0 @ [ @0 W @)
{ 1 (5] + 3 +> ! o tehy] G ~t vy 42 Gey 2] <] et i Bl o (3]
w ol ) s} @ ) < 0] +4 ol o] R o - Q o - < 54 £ <
= A+ Q el ol 53 © < o i -3 ' ] © ! o L @ o+ «r Q ot @]
G4 = -+ e 3 (0] (¢] o} [ Ro) A fo ] &) o +2 = o &3 {4 i~ 2y
m @™ + w = 5 i IS o« + o} G + — o, — =i
i L e Gy 3 @ £ 8 = o] L +2 o s Q @ o
5 o0m by S R A B R B & # S ko o 6 o g
e = ] - o &~ +2 < @ 0] [ ] Y ja RIS @ + [ £4
) o] O =3 g @) ) g [ 0] o —i 43 - < = g = M
+ +2 ) SX 9] © b < & N © a N~ S = + Py £ i
o 9] ) o] + r @ + 3 a &) 43 +2 @ @© [e) [ o
& o3 £ ol © = 4 i G o o 5 b +2 Y i e Q
© Gy Q. B ¥ @ @ o el o ot + 5 & (o] @ [ + Y =}
Q -+ ® et 4 L £ & +2 @ K e} i © © u) = al ~
—t ® Q = 2] [ e [ = < G o [ o = 0] [ Q 2
¥ K] @ ; o8 [ a@ Q e} ] & @ el = i)
i -+ Gt Py ) - e} o —t il Tl < @ e} + +2 & i
@ © P £ + @ — ® & 0 o o + e o3 ) e Q e
C Tt w < < & + e s} ool 54 s o] + [ o] & +2 +3
+ G £ +3 = @ ko @ = © o] 4 . +3 [0 o b
+2 = i o £4 w = el T e o2} +> e o © a Sy
-+ i ® ® @ i @ < o & - £ a & £ ot ! s}
£ I Gy < R -+ 4> £4 o o &) &) « ® - < o] o) o i 1 ~1
@ o O < & jo7] - ® [s) ! ks 3 v PN Y, @ 43 = + Q 43 s o
i & el @ £ o TR @ = B 0% G Q & £t & &

e o ) & 1 A Eal w = £4 += < 5] 0 @ w g e ar @) o

[IaY [ @ o “ %4 e 0] @ [s] - = i o s © Cpet © > 4}

[o) > £ 42 w Q < < o o) (9] s —t £ e} &) o < « 1 ]

— [9 Q — iz + G 3 42 = w o] -+ [ o 4] @ ® e
< o = = +2 X £y + &) I 4= 5 £ £ 4 A [ +2

& o < I s +% el 4 @ = a i > i +2 @ [

i e o} &0 » a Ul 4 - < ) 4 o o @ [} i [¢] £ =
) Q @ @ +2 © et 12 -~ o] 3 o = H 5 4 2 B ) &
£y o & o +2 —~ i = 3 Q 2 o r + » @ +2 £
(o3 o oy @ [ el o - @ [} 4 e B 5 C Rt RS

+3 “r jon o3 @ e - o w w - & X [ = 3 [ o 42 &0

o 4= (] — £ (] = = ot & = w = £ o 9] o B o] @ = [}
w o £ w [¢] [ O i (€] @ (] Q £4 o] O - o @ ] vt — T @ =)
G o B £4 O + +° 4 Qo 3 [ & @ £ = += s 4 e} +2 & (0] e -



131,

bal e -
© O @ @ i Iy
(3 v»u” [ei] £ e o .N &
B - +» =S Gt W o £
» ii] o G £ o [ +3 o]
jo & o ol £4 3 W 4 £
=3 4 4] G g = o < |3 +
3] e © w < Gy — o =3 = nped o
“ s} 1 Sy 42 L et 1 . =
& Gl © o ui - 4 3 +3 +3
. < 3+ @ s £0 < > i @
ja [} e K 1 o 4 e o £
@ i ) Q — A @) b & +=
Q = 1 e} ok et u L ! +
o e} i &l © a i @
B ST © Lo . ) £ IO
b b s £y of .
4 @ s @ & [} & W i
st i 3 = =3 < o
0] ® L o] f) +=
Pe i < oy g b < 4 o
; R © < o o = tal
+ <5 o Gy o o O
+ 4+ e £4 O
O < o o
+3 o o 4+ L £
- o e o
4 < @ © . &) G A
Q o3 [t i 0 [} & [ (93
el T o] e} ) [ -
-+ [ w @ fo¥ w7} & "~ ¢ e
Q ks o o 3 =
(T © & @ =t 9
o -t el et =4 “rt 2 4
V» 42 4 =] 4> iy @ e
U o Q (5] Q) i ol o %] &
K i) 4 - £ & + > v =
=] Ot Q Ews 84 w
0 & w < ot + £t &
: 47 [0} Q G @
e © [ ) s = o ey < ot
+> 8 o} [ + [ c o] = i
[ ; o) o < B o -
@ @ =} o <4 € 42 ™
) = [ 5 & b & @ @] G
ot e oy 4 (»] 4 +2 = L=iy] =
@ i s A+ Gy © v r
[ rd @ 0} i - @ Q
= () £ » o 2] 2] =
i Q £t @ & B ] I g -
@ Q = [ o) i &3 51 C o e
a oy & ) ] 6] O O o)
[ ¢ Uz g & 4 42 e - -2 = Q
£ i O «Q £ 4] © + Ty
Ui k] (0] < o 6] = 3
3¢ W “rd o e a 9] = @ ol -t et W o
- @ 1 2 ¢4 + a 1 i < o
Q@ = ol 2y =i 4 -+ o @ +
= £ o [ 4+ oy @] 3 w
e +? It «Q sy o or-f B < e @ ~
[ W G ] Q b e A Q £ 4+
e ] ! 2 ) o o o
& u <G a + & © i -t = w
-t 1 ! ) 3 a0 ] — oy @ o
@ £ @ i o) a) = o Q o @
e -ri @ o @} O W & + 4+ @ < Q
+ O3 £ @ e + s} R w w = By by

se.

chio

ai

%

Jou

F

1o



fre

red

seaui

el

A

W

5

B
s

»

]

©
&
e}
Q

1

§

a1

er

feg <3¢

Y

s
!

N

(&

e love
1l

coml

s

Yy

and

5

bl

conci

L2
£

we

ho

b
2

sh

ere Theor-

ation

G A A

Y

s

w

e rel

o
4

3

B

¥

ey

ke
=
f

inf
1 husban
P

5 ANG

o At

G,

i

2
Q

i

=

om for %

K

ires

Tl EE

rean

eadam

fr

!

X

i

Hishe

tle

ha

it

I

ths com
I

P

i
o

1

he!

i

There wog

growil

LN

o

o

ES
L

-

subeordina




through

the suggestion of American films,or through radio rlays,the ideal o

Cn ottt o
without prioy inldiation fr¢

I+ was

the congent of narents in 1953

families concoy

s T o X Ca o m e e o
vermissive for neither %o have such outside relstionships after

;and women,as well as bDe

¢).The wife was still expected to "obey" her husband.
But,less importarce was being placad on the of 811 obe
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food was ususlly cooked than

hated to

LY gand women

There was ofien enoug

woran =aid Y7 think it crusl bo zhandon old pecpleyand pul them

concerning the recreaticnal provisions of the family, Visiting
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these ceremonies considering the time,ex—
pense and labour involved, was the merriare ceremony.
Courvshint and marriag 5T g 4irn Italy hg be 1 eh
Ltoursship and marciage arrangements in Italy had been much

simpler, Generally thes girl did neot know ths

sh2 was favoured by a

in 2 blue euii wnile she st out on

T
through

s of the

engagement

was arrangcd in which all the relatives of cne family would

o
&
-
~<3

meet 51l the relatives of the cther.

marriage itself was seldom an elaboraite sffalrgand usually
only dlnvoived the immediate families concerned. It was paid for joint

1y by both femilizs. 2 g! : meet &t the house of the dbride,

receive cekes and drink, They

0 the hovse of the groom to pay their compliments,

hezvs supper,and dance if thers wzs time., There would only be a honey-

ficult o save in Itely for the poorer f
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Appendix

One

{a)

Italian Population of Port Pirie, 1953.

(1) Molfettese. Migrated Migrated ﬂDeceased TOTAL
before after “or left
194y 1945
Male 228 238 142 24k
Female | _ 81 oL 63 150
Total 309 229 205 39k
Children born locally Male _lé1
Female L 1h3
698
(2) North Italians. Migrated Migrated Deceased  TOTAL
before after or left
1945 1945
Male 49 1l ) 7;&%
Female 5 11 11 n 5A
Total Bl 22 57 19
Children born locally 51
S
(3) Other Southerners 19 Male; 5 Female 2l

TOTAL
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