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CHAPTER I 

TRi~ ENVIRONlvlF;]I;~AL SE'fT1l'lQ , 

The Southern Tablelands comprise a large part of south

eastern :New South Wales, extending for a maximum distance of 230 

miles trom the Abercrombie River (north) to the Victorian border 

(south), with a maximum width of 90 miles in the neighbourhood of 

Burrinjuck Dam and Lakes George and Bathurst. Their boundaries 

enclose an area of about 14,000 square miles - equal to about 4.5% 

of the total area of the State - and they include the territories of' 
1 

9 shires and 5 municipalities in New South Wales, and the Australian 

Capital Territory (Fig.3). 

Uniformly lower land flanks them on the east and on the 

west, but in the nor'th they are linked by a broad and open saddle 

wi th the high and rugged southern parts of the Cent.ral Tablelands, 

and in the south they merge with the high country of northeastern 

Victoria to I'ol'm the so-called Australian Alps. Their height in-

creases generally from north to south, ranging from an average of 

about 2,000 feet above sea level over most of their northern end to 

more than 7,000 feet in the Kosciusko Plateau (Fig.4). 

'1 
Under the provisions of the Local Government Acts of 1905 and 1906, 

New South Wales, except for the Western Division of the State, is 
divided into Shires (areas of' rupal settlement) and Municipalities 
(areas Of urban settlement) for purposes of local administration. 
Their councils elected by ratepayers and residents have equivalent 
powers as local authorities. 
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Though people living away from the Southern Tablelands 

often consider them to be physically homogeneous to a large extent, 

and to have a large measure of economic unity because land use is 

dominated there by pasturing, such unity in either sense is more 

apparent than real; the illusion of physical homogeneity being 

created because there are only minor differences in relative relief 

over comparatively large areas, and because there is a general simi

larity in the appearance of much of the natural vegetation. Much of 

the area, however, is not tableland at all, and would be better des

cribed as hill and plain topography, while large areas, particularly 

in the south, are fundamentally tracts of ridge and mountain topo

graphy. People on the Tablelands are more fully aware of these dif

ferences in topography, as is indicated by the use of local names, 

like Goulburn Plains, Breadalbane Plains, Tinderry Mountains, Kian4ra 

High Plains and Kosciusko Plateau, for describing large areas. 

Quite apart from the varied topography, the geology of the 

Tablelands is complex, the local climates are varied, and there are 

some major differences in soil types and natural plant formations. 

Naturally, all these are reflected to some extent in the life of the 

area. 

Topography 

The eastern margin of the Southern Tablelands is defined 

clearly by a narrow belt of dissected country along the Turpentine, 

Currockbilly and South Coast Ranges, and several smaller ranges. 
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Here, many of the coastal streams, especially the Shoalhaven River 

and Bungonia Creek in the northeast, have incised deep gorges in 

steep scarps which overlook the low ridges and small river basins 

of the adjacent coastal plain. 

To the northwest and west, the Tablelands descend more 

gradually thr.~ugh a series of foothills to the South Western Slopes 

and Riverina districts, but in the southwest, where they are sur

mounted by high ranges around the Kiandra High Plains and across 

the Kosciusko Plateau, their western slopes are often steep to 

precipitous, as around the headwaters of the Tumut River and its 

tributaries. 

In the Crookwell district, the land surface (about 2,000 

feet above sea level) is undulating with some isolated hills ris

ing a few hundred feet, but between Goulburn aod Yass and extend

ing south to the Lake George and Canberra Plains the country opens 

out into broad and flat baSins, separated from each other by low 

residual ridges. Thence southwards, the surface rises to general 

levels between 2,000 and 3,000 feet, and because the Tablelands 

are crossed here by several sets of high ridges, their tableland 

character is not so apparent. Near Cooma, the ridge and valley 

topography gives place to the Monaro Plateau which extends for many 

miles to the south and west, rising in a series of steps from 2,500 

to 4,500 feet above sea level to the Kiandra and Yarrangobilly High 

Plains beyond Adaminaby, and to levels between 4,500 and 7,000+ 



feet in the Kosciusko Plateau beyond Jindabyne, culminating in 
1 

Mount Kosciusko, a little over 7,000 feet. 

Much of the Tablelands, especially in the centre and south, 

consists of the remnants of an old plateaU of mature topography 

which has been dissected. Despite the resulting uniform physical 

aspect over large areas, there is also much scenic variety on the 

Tablelands, produced in some instances by lithologioal differences: 

thus, granite, with its characteristic landscapes, outcrops exten

sively throughout the Kosciuako and surrounding districts, and on a 

smaller scale in places like the western boundary ranges of the 

Australian Capital Territory, the Tinderry Ranges and in the upper 

Shoalhaven districts; the tabular landforms of Tertiary basalts are 

widespread on the lower parts of the Monaro Plateau, and occur less 

extensively in areas to the northeast of Lake Bathurst; and lime

stones and other sedimentary rocks distributed widely over the 

Tablelands are each associated with distinctive landforms. 

In several localities on the Tablelands, too, the scenery 

has been influenced by tectonic structures: for example, there is 

evidence of faulting in many places, and in some of them this has 

had a strong guiding influence on the direction and pattern of 

drainage, as on the course of the Murrumbidgee near its junction 

with the Cotter River; elsewhere, folding movements are reflected 

in distinctive landscapes, as, for instance, the many synclines and 

1 
For long, the summit of Mount Kosciusko was generally accepted as 

being 7,328 feet above sea level, but in the first edition of the 
one-inch Kosciusko Military Survey Sheet (Sheet No. 795 Zone 7, 
produced by the Royal Australian Survey Corps, 1952) the height is 
given as 7,316 feet. A new value of 7,313 feet is claimed by the 
Snowy Mountains Authority as a result of its recent survey work in 
the area. 
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ant1c11nes which are etched out quite conspicuously 1n the 

Murrumbidgee Valley near Taemas 1n the Yass distr1ct. 

Topograph1cal D1visions (Fig.5) 

While 1t is not possible to g1ve a wholly re11able p1cture 

or the topography or the Southern Tablelands because the relier and 

geology or much or the area have not been mapped at all adequately, 

and because many or the maps are only or a low order or reliabi11ty, 
1 

some generalisations can be made. For convenience, topographical 

areas on the Southern Tablelands are grouped 1n three classes as: 

1/ the rringing lands, 
2/ hills, plains and plateaux or the north, and 
31 plateaux, h1gh plains and ranges or the south. 

The Fr1ng1ng Lands These areas extend around the north and north-

east or the Tablelands as the rugged ridge and valley country 

around the Abercromb1e and Cookbundoon Rivers, the Marulan causeway, 

and as the coastal r1dges and valleys in the east. 

1 

Abercromb1e-Cookbundoon valleys and ridges Alternat1ng deep 
valleys and h1gh r1dges around these two rivers and the1r 
tr1butar1es compr1se rugged and mountainous terra1n, wh1ch 
grades northwards 1nto the very broken country or the Blue 
Mountains on the Central Tablelands? Except ror small pockets 

Fig.5 and 1ts accompany1ng descript10ns are based on r1eld recon
na1ssance, and a study or all available literature and maps (cr. 
B1b11ography - Phys1cal and Maps). 

2 
Though the nsme "Blue Mountains" 1s currently as popular as ever 

ror describ1ng the m1ddle part or the Central Tablelands, 1t has 
long been claimed more correctly by Grirrith Taylor that the area 
should be called the "Blue Plateau". 
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7. 

are included here because they contain the urban fields of Yass 

and Crookwell. 

Lachlan=Wollondilly saddle The undulating country to the 
north and west of Goulburn is in effect a broad and open 
saddle between the slightly higher hill and plain country 
to the south and the rugged Abercrombie-Cookbundoon ridges 
and valleys farther north. It is drained by a network of 
small streams, principally creeks, flowing north to the 
Abercrombie and northwest to the Fish and Lachlan Rivers, 
but it has few extensive river flats similar to those 
lying further south on the Tablelands. Except for several 
lines of low residual hills in the southwest, its only 
eminences are some isolated knolls rising a few hundred feet. 

Boorowa-Yass-Canberra plains The topography of the 
Boorowa, Yass and Canberra districts consists primarily of 
level and gently rolling plains, 2,000 feet and a little 
more above the sea, which are interrupted in many places 
by lines of low residual hills a few hundred feet high. 
The latter generally stand out as alternating cone-shaped 
knolls and saddles, as along the northeastern boundary of 
the Australian Capital Territory, but in some localities -
for example, at Bowning, near Yass, and around Canberra -
some of the residuals rise out of the surrounding plains 
as isolated cones. 

Lake George and Lake Bathurst basins and ridges Immedi
ately south of Goulburn there is another large area of reI a
tively level country, also about 2,000 feet above sea level, 
divided into several small basins by low ridges. The basins 
comprise the three Breadalbane Plains and the Goulburn and 
Gundary Plains (north); the endoreic Lake George and Lake 
Bathurst Plains which contain several small lagoons as well 
as the two lakes (centre); and the Foxlow-Carwoola Plain 
(south). On the west the area is bounded by the scarp of 
the Cullarin Range which drops in height, northwards, to a 
low range of hills west of the Breadalbane Plains, but, 
except in one place a short way southeast of Lake Bathurst, 
there is no clear-cut separation between the basins and the 
Shoalhaven Valley because the water divide east and north
east of the lake consists of no more than a thin strip of 
low plain. 

Upper Shoalhaven Valley Except near Lake Bathurst the 
upper Shoalhaven Valley is bounded by high interfluves which 
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distinguish it from the surrounding topographic areas. 
Rising in the Gourock Range, whose highest pOints reach 
nearly 5,000 feet above the sea, the Shoalhaven winds north
wards, in many places through deep deposits of sand. Simi
lar, though smaller, sandy flats exist along many of its 
tributaries which are separated from it by north-south 
ridges with a poor forest cover. 

The Southern Plateaux. High Plains and Ranges The central and 

southern districts of the Tablelands, ranging from about 2,500 

teet to more than 7,000 feet above the sea, show greater topo

graphical diversity than the northern districts described above -

as is indicated by significant contrasts in the scenery of the 

central ranges and valleys, the transitional topography of the 

Bredbo-Cooma distriets, the Monaro Plateau, the dissected plat

eau south of the Snowy River, the Kiandra and Yarrangobilly High 

Plains, and the Kosciusko Plateau. 

Central ranges and valleys Between the areas described 
above and the Monaro Plateau (south) the Southern Tablelands 
really consist of a broad belt of high ranges and deep val· 
leys with a dominantly north-south "grain", though the 
Simple pattern ot relief is complicated in some places 
where the main ranges throw lateral spurs to the northeast 
or to the northwest. All the main ranges are important 
water divides: the Gourock and Kybeyan Ranges (both 3,000 
to 4,000+ feet) are the main divide between the coastal 
(Shoalhaven) and inland (Murrumbidgee) watersheds on this 
part of the Tablelands, while the central ranges (Tinderry, 
Clear, Tidbinbilla) and the western ranges (Bimberi
Franklin-Brindabella) - all between 4,000 and 6,000+ feet 
high - are interfluves between the Murrumbidgee and its 
tributaries (Molonglo, Queanbeyan, Cotter, Goodradigbee). 
Most ot the valleys between them are young, but along the 
Murrumbidgee, and in the south of the Australian Capital 
Territor~ some ot the valleys have wide tloors bounded by 
steep walls. 

Transitional topographY of the Bredbo.cooma districts 
South from Bredbo, in a small area around the Murrumbidgee, 
Bredbo and Umaralla Rivers, wide valleys and low ridges give 



rise to a topography transitional between that of the above 
areaS and that of the Monaro Plateau. Here, from north to 
south, the landscapes change markedly as boldly sculptured 
granite is replaced by Tertiary basalts weathered into ter
~aces and tabular hills of gentler relief; the ridges being 
entirely replaced near Oooma by the broad undulations of the 
Monaro Plateau. 

Monaro Plateau The Monaro Plateau is often called the 
Monaro Plains because of the subdued relief of large areas 
around Oooma. It extends for many miles to the south and 
west of Oooma, to a distance of more than 60 miles in places, 
principally at levels between 2,500 and 3,500 feet above the 
sea. Much of the surface is composed of granite or Tertiary 
basalts, both with characteristic landscapes, but between 
Berridale and Jindabyne the plateau is crossed by a ridge 
(Barney's Ridge) of cherts and shales which is believed to be 
a horst. Near Jindabyne the plateau is bounded by a deep 
trough in which the Snowy River flows - a supposed graben 
that separates the Monaro and Kosciusko Plateaux. Near 
Adaminaby (west) the surface of the plateau steps up to levels 
of 3,500 to 4,500 feet above the sea, to reach slightly higher 
levels on the Kiandra and Yarrangobilly High Plains beyond 
Adaminaby. 

Dissected Snowy River plateau A few miles south from 
Dalgety, the Monaro Plateau is replaced by a higher plateau 
which extends over a large area west of Delegate before grad
ing upwards to the Kosciusko Plateau. It is crossed by 
several ranges (Byadbo, Marambago, Black Jack) with maximum 
heights of more than 4,000 feet above the sea, and it has been 
deeply incised in many places by the Snowy River and its tribu
tariea. 

Kosciusko Plateau The Kosciusko Plateau stands out as a 
high block, 4,500 to 7,000+ feet above the sea, in the south
west of the Tablelands. It trends southaouthwest from the 
Kiandra High Plains with an average width of about 20 miles, 
and culminates in a group of high pOints around Mount 
Kosciusko. The higher part of the plateau - an area of about 
400 square miles, over 4,800 feet high - is the only part of 
the Australian mainland that was glaciated in Pleistocene 
times. 

Kiandra and Yarrangobilly High Plains Though both areas are 
lower than the KosciuskoPlateau, they have a similar mature. 
topography containing much granitic scenery. In some places 
on the Kiandra High Plains flat-topped ridges have been pro
duced by the Weathering of Tertiary basalt flows which cap 
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unconsolidated sands and clays, and similar ridges and small 
mesas exist on the Yarrangobilly High Plains where there are 
gently folded and interbedded tuffs and lavas. They are 
separated by a fairly distinct scarp or warp, and both have 
been deeply incised on t he west by the Tumut and Yarrangobilly 
Rivers and their tributaries. 

Climate 

The climate of the Southern Tablel8.nds as a whole is 

strongly influenced by their elevation and their proximity to the 

Pacitic Ocean, but they have varied local climates because of local 

ditferences in height and aspect. 
1 

Five principal air masses aftect the climate of the area, 

and its weather conditions throughout the year are intluenced by 

alternating depressions and anticyclones, passing generally trom 

west to east; the latter, ~airly common in winter, often bring long 

periods ot calm weather with sunny days and frosty nights, while 

the cyclones - usually appearing on weather maps as inverted V-shaped 

lows between successive highs - may occur in any month ot the year, 

being most common and vigorous in winter and spring when they often 

bring rain and snow. 

In common with the rest ot eastern Australia, the South

ern Tablelands experience periodic droughts, which, on occasions, 

may be long and severe. Usually, however, the rainfall is modera

tely reliable, and Since the average annual amount exceeds 20 inches 

1 
These are: a continental air mass of dry and warm air in the north

west, a westerly maritime air mass in winter whic~ is otten cool and 
moist, a cool maritime air mass from far south in the Pacific, an 
easterly maritime air mass trom the Pacific Ocean, and occasionally 
a warm and moist maritime air mass to the north. 
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on practically all parts of the Tablelands the established farming 

activities can be practised normally in most years. Flood rains 

are experienced at times, but though they may cause some stock 

losses in a few valleys, and may disrupt a few transport services, 

their affects are not great, because most of the area has a well

developed drainage system and flood waters subside quickly. Nor

mally, precipitation (rain and snow) on the Tablelands assures a 

stable water supply in .the catchments from which the urban settle

ments draw their needs, though, on occasions, some towns experi

ence water shortages in summer - usually because of inadequate 

pumping facilities rather than an insufficiency of water in the 

storages. 

Low temperatures resulting in· the incidence of frosts 

and heavy snowfalls are, on the whole, a more critical though less 

fundamental factor than rainfall in the life of the Tablelands. 

Severe frosts restrict the length of the growing season for most 

crops to a few months in each year, and even during the late spring 

and early autumn months cold snaps on some parts of the Tablelands 

are accompanied by killing frosts. As its name implies, the ~ 

lease grazing country in the higher southwestern districts is snow

bound and unproductive for seyeral months each year, and in some 

winters heavy snowfalls cause serious stock losses on the Monaro 

Plateau, and late frosts and snowfalls result in the deaths -of many 

sheep and lambs after the shearing and lambing seasons in some years. 

Over the northern parts of the Tablelands where conditions are 

milder these hazards are not common, and there is no need for 
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farmers to house and handfeed their stook during the winter. 

Apart from oooasional disoomfort in oold winter spells, and the 

minor nuisanoe of burst water pipes in homes and gardens, towns~ 

people generally are not muoh inoonvenienoed by low temperatures, 

though there are some exoeptions, suoh as at Nimmitabel where dur

ing the oold and dry winter of 1954 many domestio water tanks 

burst as a result of freezing oonditions, leaving some homes with

out water. 

As might be expeoted, variations in looal and miorooli

mates are signifioant: thus, preoipitation is often muoh heavier 

on the ranges than on lower land nearby (Fig.6) and small rain 

shadows exist in several plaoes, even where the sheltering ridges 

are oomparatively low; depending on the location ot the ranges 

near the eastern or western edges of the Tablelands their sides 

are wet and dry in alternating seasons (Fig.7); trost incidence 

and intensity vary appreciably (Figs.8 and 9), and frost drainage 

is very pronounced even on tairly homogeneous surtaces like the 

city area of Canberra; and temperature regimes ditterin the higher 

and lower districts (Appendix 2). 

Drainage (Fig.10) 

Except for many small streams draining east to the 

coast and the headwaters of the upper Murray in the southwest, the 

principal drainage systems ot the Southern Tablelands are; the 

upper Shoalhaven (east), the Wollondilly (northeast), the Lachlan 

(northwest), the Murrumbidgee (west) and the Snowy (south), with 

small endoreic drainage areas around Lakes George and Bathurst. 
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The Murrumbidgee system is the largest and most impor

tant on the Tablelands. At Burrinjuok, southwest from Yass, it 

has been dammed to provide water for the Murrumbidgee Irrigation 

Area in southwestern New South Wales, and to generate hydro-elec

trio power which is fed into the Southern Eleotrioity Supply 

System serving most parts of the Southern Tablelands and many 

adjacent areas and centres (Fig.11). Water is drawn from its 

upper course to provide town supplies for Oooma and North Oooma; 

some of its headwaters are to be linked up with the Tumut River 

as a part of the Snowy Mountains hydro-electric undertaking; 

several tributaries provide town water supplies for Yass (Yass 

River), Oanberra and Queanbeyan (Ootter River) and Oaptain's Flat 

(Molonglo River); and the whole system provides farm water supplies 

for many riparian landholders. 

Completion of the Snowy Mountains hydro-electric scheme 

(Fig.12) will result in the water resources of the Southern 

Tablelands being used to a far greater extent than at present, 

since it provides for the building of 7 major dams and storages 

with an estimated capaoity of 4,680,000 acre feet, on the Snowy, 

Murray and Murrumbidgee Rivers and some of their tributaries. 

Apart from the above uses, the rivers do not enter 

largely into the life of the Southern Tablelands, because most of 

them are steeply graded, and none is large enough to be consid

ered useful for any kind of navigation. In some respects, however, 

this is an advantage because most can be forded eaSily, except 
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in wet weather, and even the largest do not require particularly 

large and expensive bridges over them. 

Natural Vegetation 

Only now, after many jtears of research, botanists are 

beginning to obtain anything like a clear picture of' the pattern 

of' distribution and the composition of the original plant communi

ties on the Southern Tablelands, because many of them have been 

greatly altered by over a century of' grazing, and in some instances 

they have been entirely replaced by later growths. 

Of' the several plant f'ormations on the Southern Table

lands which have been identified by ecologists only the five major 

communities are relevant here. They are savannas, savanna wood

lands, sclerophyll forests, alpine woodlands, and an alpine com

plex consisting primarily of tall alpine herbfields {Fig.13). 

Their characteristic plant alliances and species are listed in 

Appendix 3. 

Among them, the savannas and savanna woodlands are the 

most useful economically because their natural grasses, like 

Themeda australis and Stipa and Danthonia species, provide the 

major source of pasturage on the Tablelands, though quite valuable 

supplies of natural feed, primarily f'or summer grazing, are pro

vided by the tussocks of Paa caespitos~ common in the alpine wood

lands and alpine herbfields. Sawn timber and large quantities of 

firewood for the towns are obtained from the sclerophyll forests, 

the latter often being secured when open stands of thin and 
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straggly trees are being oleared from the so-oalled dry solero

phyll forests to make way for grazing. 

Soils 

As is the oase with regard to the geology and botany of 

the Southern Tablelands, pedologioal knowledge of the area is as 

yet far from oomplete, and in oonsequence only a generalised dis

tribution of the major soil groups can be shown (Fig.14). 

The major soils of the area (whose oharaoteristios are 

desoribed briefly in Appendix 4) are: 

Alpine humus soils that have developed in the higher 
mountainous areas having a oontinuous snow oover for 
more than one month in eaoh year. Though the whole 
profile is at or near the point of water saturation 
for most of the year, the soils give rise to snow 
grasses and herbage whioh may provide useful summer 
grazing for sheep and oattle driven up from lower 
levels. 

Transitional alpine humus soils developed normally 
on silts in slightly lower altitudes than those 
embraoing the alpine humus 80ils, that is, in areas 
which have a shorter period of snow oover. The soils 
are used extensively for summer grazing, but they 
erode quiokly when overstooked or when their tree 
oover is removed indisoriminately. 

Brown podsolio soils are found adjaoent to but below 
transitional alpine humus soils, normally on light to 
medium textured and porous parent material. Beoause 
of their relative freedom from snow, brown podsolios 
can be used for grazing for most of the year, and it 
is also worth noting that the better forests of mountain 
ash and mountain gum are on brown podsolios on the 
Southern Tablelands. 

Grey-brown, red and yellow podsolics are usually 
developed on fairly steep slopes at somewhat higher 
altitudes than the red and yellow podsolics. In their 
natural state these podsolios are not highly fertile, 
but because they develop under temperate conditions of 
olimate and under gentler conditions of relief (relative 
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to other mounta1n s011s) they are grazed extensively 
under natural pasture. They also respond favourably to 
pasture improvement. 

Red 10§ms and chocolate soils are developed on those 
parts o:f the Southern Tablelands where the parent 
material consists o:f basic igneous rock. As a group 
they are the richest soils o:f the region :for they grow 
good natural pastures and respond excellently to pasture 
improvement. Generally speaking, too, they are use:ful 
agricultural soils, though in several places their value 
in this regard is reduced because the surface layers are 
Skeletal. 

• 
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CHAPTER II 

THE HISTORICAL SETTING 

Several successive but in some instances overlapping 

phases may be distinguished in the evolution of the existing set

tlement pattern on the Southern Tablelands. 

The Prelude to Occupation - Exploration (1798-182~) 

Exploration of the area was effected in three stages : 

a/ 

bl 
cl 

intermittent, and only partial, penetration of the 
"Brush" country lying northeast of the Tablelands, 1 
effective p~netration of the "Brush" country,2 and 
the subsequent opening up of the Southern Table
lands.3 

The second stage also marked the initial phase of the 

occupation of the Tablelands, because once the difficult "Brush" 

country had been crossed settlement was established in the 

1 
"Brush" country is a common local name in Australia for describing 

tracts of rugged and heavily wooded land, and often, incorrectly, 
for describing dense rain forests. Large areas of the former type, 
like the Bargo Brush and Wombat Brush, between the Goulburn Plains 
and the Sydney lowlands, were partly penetrated on two occasions 
(January and February) in 1798 by a party consisting of Hacking, 
Barracks and Wilson, and in 1802 by Ensign Francis Barrallier. 

2 
Effective penetration of the "Brush" gave immediate access to the 

Southern Tablelands as far south as Lake George. During 1814-20, 
the "Brush" was traversed, and a series of explorations were made 
in the hill and plain areas between it and the Goulburn P+ains and 
the Lake Bathurst and Lake George districts by James Meehan and 
Charles Throsby. 

3 
The opening up of the Southern Tablelands included the discovery 

and exploration of the country to the west and south of Lake 
George, extending beyond the Yass Plains and the Murrumbidgee 
River to the west, and to the Monaro districts to the south. The 
principal explorers of this period (1820-23) were Hume, Throsby, 
Wild, Vaughan, Throsby Smith, Currie and Ovens. ' 



18. 

northeast of the Tablelands, after which it expanded contemporane

ously with the further exploration of the southern parts of the 

Colony, which Governor Macquarie named the "New Country". 
1 

Pastoral Penetration (1820-40) 

Settlers followed closely behind the later explorers, 

so that even in the early 1820's farmers and pastoralists had 

taken up land grants, dispersed sporadically over the more favour

able parts of the Goulburn, Gundary, Breadalbane, Lake George 

(Wellington), Lake Bathurst, and Limestone Plains. As well, a 
2 

few more venturesome settlers holding tickets of occupation had 

journeyed further afield to the more southerly Murrumbidgee and 

Monaro districts, which after 1829 became known as areas beyond 

the "limits of location" because they were beyond the boundaries 

1 
Figs. 15-2~ .. showing the distribution and sizes of urban settle

ments and the transport routes developed at successive dates to 
1947, illustrate this and subsequent phases in the evolution of 
the existing settlement ~attern on the Southern Tablelands. The 
population chronographs lFig.22) graphically illustrate the fluc
tuations in the growth of the urban settlements over the same 
period. 

2 
A ticket of occupation was a permit issued by the Governor which 

allowed the holder to graze cattle within two miles of a certain 
place (named on the ticket). 
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of the "settled areas" of the Nineteen Counties proclaimed by 

Governor Darling.1 

The Tablelands were settled in the manner which became 

conventional throughout the Colony, for the first grantees natu

rally selected the better farming lands around the streams on the 

plains, leaving only the tracts of hilly and heavily wooded 

country for the later settlers. 

During the 1830's (Fig.15) broad zones on the plains at 

the northern end of the Tablelands were occupied, but the hold

ings of the settlers in the Murrumbidgee and Monaro districts were 

few and isolated. Within the limits of location the individual 

holdings ranged in size from a few hundred to several thousand 

acres, the majority being between 2,000 and 5,000 acres, though 

there were a few larger estates, such as the 12,100 acre Duntroon 

grant at Pialligo of Robert Campbell, who also held adjacent 

1 
The Nineteen Counties extended from the Manning River (north) to 

the Deua RiVer (south) for about 200 miles inland from the coast, 
their boundaries marking what were defined as the "limits of lo
cation", beyond which the land was stated to be unfit for settle
ment, thus not available for sale or occupation. On the Southern 
Tablelands, however, as elsewhere in the Colony, settlers were 
soon attracted to lands beyond the boundaries - in this instance 
to the Murrumbidgee and Monaro districts outside the counties of 
Argyle, King, Murray, and St. Vincent. To control such unauthor
ised occupation, Commissioners were apPOinted and stationed in 
them, after which they became known as Commissioners· Districts, 
later, as Squatting and Pastoral Districts. 
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grants of nearly 5,000 acres; end a large school and church estate 

of more than 42,000 acres along the eastern bank of the Shoalhaven 
1 

River, west end north of the existing town of Braidwood. In this 

decade, too, a few small village reserves, each about a square 

mile, had been set aside, and the colonial government provided for 

several other places in County Argyle to be kept for use by small 
2 

settlers. 

The holdings were commonly occupied by overseers and 

tenant farmers, at least until the late 1830's when a few owners 

1 
By the terms of the Royal Charter of George IV one-seventh of the 

lands in New South Wales were to be set aside for supporting 
religion and eduaation under the direction of the Established 
Church. This grant of 42,467 acres, made on the 3rd February, 
1829,was the first of such grants. In the early 1830's, however, 
the Church and School Corporation Charter was revoked under 
Governor Bourke, and all lands so granted were resumed by the 
Crown. Moreover, it is of interest to note that there is still no 
Established Church in Australia. 

2 
R. Howe's Australian Almenack, 1831, p.114, lists these locali

ties as follows: 
1. the township of Goulburn Plains, adjoining Bradley's farm on 

the east, 
2. on the Wollondilly River, 
3. on the Uringalla (or Paddy's River] below Wang1l10 near the new 

line of road, 
4. on the 1(est of Barber's land (i.e. the existing Tallong dis-

trict] on the creek forming his south boundary, 
5. on the new line of road on the creek forming his north boundary, 
6. on the north shore of Lake George west of Kenny's, and 
7. on the reserve, at the south angle of Lake Bathurst. 



began to reside on the land which had been granted to them. Land 

use was dominantly agricultural and pastoral in character, and, if 

anything, the emphasis on food production was more marked than in most 

settled districts of the Colony because of the extreme isolation 

of an area served only by an indifferent road from Sydney, a road 

that frequently became impassable for weeks on end during and 

after wet weather. Nor was its condition improved for some time, 

for as D. Waugh, a settler at Gatton Park, near Goulburn, wrote 

in July, 1836 : 

"This has been a very wet winter, and as most of 
the roads are still in a state of nature, almost 
all intercourse by carriages has been stopped 
between this and Sydney. There are about 150 
drays bogged along the road up to the axles, and 
the men have run up huts at the road side, and 
there they remain quite contented till the dry 
weather comes, which will be in about six weeks."i 

The earliest line of road to the south had followed the 

track blazed by Meehan's party in 1818, well to the east of the 

existing road and railway. It followed a direct line over the 

Mittagong Range, passing through Bong Bong, keeping close to the 

gullies of the Shoalhaven River until it reached Barber's Creek 

at the existing settlement of Tallong. From this point it traced 

a very circuitous course to Bungonia and Inverary, whence a track 

led off to the Murrumbidgee River, 40 miles away. Its poorness 

as a major transport route for the early settlers is emphasised 

1 
D. Waugh, Three YetKs' Practical Experience of a Settler in 

N.S.W.,Edinburgh, 1 38, p. 41. 
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b;rSurgeon Cunningham's description or it in 1828 as a made bush \ 

~, rrom the Co~~asture River (at Camden) to Lake Bathurst, and 

as a natural bush road, rrom Lake Bathurst to the Murrumbidgee 

River. or these, he wrote : 

"A made bush road is one where the brushes have been 
cleared, banks or rivers and gullies levelled, and 
trees notched, on the route, and cuts made on the 
races, or tops or hills where necessar;r, the remain
der all being lert in a natural state. 
A natural bush road signiries one to which nothing 
has been done except the notching or trees, the 
carts simpl;r rollowing each other's track. "1 

In 1820, Governor Macguarie had a road constructed rrom 

Bong Bong across the Cookbundoon Range near Tarlo Gap to the 

neighbourhood or the site or Goulburn, but it was a dirricult 

route involving several crossings or the Wollondill;r River, and 

was superseded two years later by another road which ran to the 

east or the Cookbundoon Range, avoiding rour crossings or the 

Wollondill;r and shortening the distance rrom Sydney to the 

Goulburn Plains by 12 miles: neither, however, materially les

sened the isolation or the early settlers in Argyle Count;r. 

Improvements in ro~d links to the rest or the Colon;r 

came slowly. In 1830, Surve;ror-General Sir Thomas Mitchell marked 

the route ror a new line or road to the south, to run rrom Berrima 

to Marulan, thenee southwards through Bungonia to the southern 

parts or the COlon;r: its course between Berrima and Marulan dir

fered little rrom that of the existing Hume Highwa;r between those 

1 
P. CUnningham, Two Years in New South Wales (2 vols.), London, 

1828, Vol. I, p.115. 
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centres. Mitchell also surveyed a branch road from Marulan over 

flat aud undulating country to the Wollondilly River at Towrang, 

thence over the open country of the Goulburn Plains to the Yass 

Plains and the Murrumbidgee River. In 1836, however, Mitchell 

reported that the South Road had only been completed in piecemeal 

fashion, and that for 14 miles it was still only in a half-

finished state. 

The inhabitants felt their isolation from Sydney very 

keenly, and there is little doubt, that, as they claimed, it was 
1 

responsible for the slow progress of the early settlements • 

. Under the terms on which land was granted to many owners 

they were obliged to provide stipulated alllounts of grain for gov-
2 

ernment use, but the urgent food need of the people actually 
. 

1 
Paragraph 5 of an address of welcome from landholders, residents 

and other free inhabitants of Argyle to Governor Bourke on the oc
casion of his visit to Goulburn Plains, 8th June, 1832 reads: 

"Your Excellency may possibly have felt disappointed at 
finding so few resident land-holders in these districts. 
and in perceiving the absence of those substantial dwel_ 
lings and agricultural improvements, which require much 
outlay and expense; but we may venture to predict that, 
so soon as the difficulties which now exist in finding 
a market for our produce shall have been removed, by the 
formation of a good and direct road from these districts 
to Sydney, the effects will soon become apparent in the 
increase of inhabitants, and in the rapid extension of 
agricultural a.tDprovements". N.S.!. Government Gazette, 
27th June, 1832. 

Cf. W.A. Macdonald 'Old Goulburn and the Southern District', 
J. roy. Aust. Rist. Soc., Vol. XVIII, 1932,.pp.157-182 (p.176). 
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resident on the land also contributed much to arable farming being 

practised as widely as pasturing in the early stages of settlement 

on the Tablelands. In consequence, farm production in the dis

tricts first settled tended originally to be more varied than it 

was during the later phases of their development. 

With some exceptions, however, the outturn of farms in 

the early settlements was small, largely because the many small 

settlers employed a "slovenly system" of farming in which no im-
1 

provements were effected for many years • 

. Although the early-settled parts of the Southern Table-

lands now bear the imprint of more than a century of human,occupa

tion, the original parkland aspect has been by and large retained. 

In the account of his journey from Sydney to Queanbeyan around 

1840, Demarr described the country between the Goulburn Plains and 

Queanbeyan in these terms : 

1 

"The road we travelled was a good one, till we 
arrived at Goulburn Plains. Afterwards it was 
a bush track with no bridges over the water
courses. The country now began to assume the 
parkified appearance so characteristic of the 
highlands of Australia. The country would have 
the appearance of a park in some places; in 
others what the settlers call 'open forest', 
with t~ees thinly scattered, sufficiently so 
that a horseman could canter between them with 

The phrase 
p.23. 

1 
is Waugh's (op.cit. pp.S4-S), cf. also footnote, 
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eomrort t and or course the natural grasses every
where.'" 

2 
This, and similar descriptions by other writers or this period, 

could also hold true to a large extent for the scenery or much 

or the area around the Hume and Federal Highways to-day. 

Bungonia, Larbert and Krawarree, which developed as 

staging posts on the original main line or road to the south, in 

the upper Shoalhaven Valley to the south of the existing village 

or Marulan, were the first settlements on the Southern Table

lands to show signs of incipient town growth, but their import

ance was short-lived because they declined when the southern 

1 
1iliffi:-f~~~~y~~~¥*~~~~r~s~A~o [ Wanderings 

es 1 - V, London, 
1893, p.47. 
(Although published fifty years after his stay in Australia, 
Demarr's descriptions have proved rairly reliable, because unlike 
most narratives of early Australian travels his writings were 
based on observations made over a period of several years' resi
dence and work in the ColonYi for example he worked for several 
months during the early 1840 s at a store in Queanbeyan.) 

2 
E.S. Hall (1829) in H!iStiOrical] R[ecords Of] A[ustrali~ Sere 1, 

V 1.XV, p.6l:j:i 
Lieut. Breton, R.N., 'Ex~ursions in New South Wales, •••• during 

1830-33'" London, 1837. pp.44-67i and 
J. Backhouse, A Narrative of a Visit to the Australian Colonies, 

London, 1843, pp.439-443. 



road was re-directed from Marulan across the Goulburn Plains in 

the 1830's1 

After a false start, Goulburn became the first urban 

centre on the Tablelands. Placed as it was in a broad and open 

saddle at the northern end of the Tablelands, near the only easy 

route from Sydney leading along the Marulan causeway, the town 

developed logically as the gateway centre to the whole of the 

Southern Tablelands, and its rapid growth was assured from the 

beginning. 

Two years later Old Marulan, the pre-railway village 

one mile south of the existing village, was proclaimed; the first 

sale of town lots in Yass was held in 1837; sites were selected 

1 
Advertisements from Bungonia in The Sydney Herald in 1837 suggest, 

however, that these centres did not decline immediately: for 

9th Jan. N. Mandleson begged to inform the inhabitants of the town 
and surroundings that he had taken over a house lately 
occupied by Mr. Shields, and intended opening a store 
about 10th January next with a complete assortment of 
goods, for which he would take all kinds of Colonial 
Produce and allow the highest prices. 

9th July Barnett's Hope Inn welcomed travellers to stay and partake 
of all the best kinds of spirituous liquors, and also 

9th July N. Mandleson informed his customers that he had disposed 
of his store to S. Emanuel because he was about to open 
the Hit or Miss Inn for which supplies had been selected 
with the best judgment, and since "a good desideratum to 
Travellers up and down to Menaroo is to have good stabling 
and feed for horses" he will supply both at mode,ate 
p~ices. He notified, also, that he had divided 400 acres 
of rich ~and, well watered in dry seasons, into paddocks 
well secured for cattle. (This, of course, implied that 
it was being developed as a stock-staging centre - an 
important function of many centres in early colonial 
days). 



27. 

for the villages of Gunning and Bungendore in 1837 and 1838, re

spectively; and in 1838 the village of Queanbeyan was proclaimed, 

and began to function as an administrative outpost near the 

frontier between the Counties and the "unsettled districts". 

Goulburn, Gunning and Yass made strong urban progress 

from the start, principally because of their commercial contacts 

with the growing number of travellers passing along the road be

tween Sydney and the newly-discovered southwestern parts of the 

Colony, which, with the rapid development of Port Phillip atter 

1837, became the most important internal highway of the country. 

But Marulan, over-shadowed by its larger and more progressive 

neighbour, Goulburn, remained a small and unpretentious hamlet. 

Steady Pastoral Expansion and Development (c. 1840-1850) 

Until gold rushes to various parts of the Colony and 

Vietoria began in 1851 there was a steady increase and diffusion 

01' the population of the Southern Tablelands as new settlers 

moved in to occupy the less attractive farming lands, not alien

ated earlier, and contemporaneously with these developments the 

established urban centres generally increased in size, and a tew 

new ones arose as staging posts along new tracks and as small ser

vice towns and villages. 

At the beginning of the decade, farming on the Table

lands had received temporary setbacks during one of the most severe 

droughts on record in the Colony (1838-42), and in the depression 
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1 

of 1839-43. but, on the whole, farm production moved steadily up-

wards, and also remained quite varied until the early 1850's, as 

the following list (1853) of products in several distriots shows: 

1 

"Marulan - wheat. barley, maize, oats, potatoes, 
oheese, butter 
Bungonia - wheat, barley, maize, oats, hay, potatoes, 
cheese, butter 
Goulbourn (sic] - wheat, maize, barley, oats, 
potatoes 
Cooma - wheat, barley, potatoes. oaten hay 
Queanbeyan - wheat, barley, maize. potatoes, hay 
Yass - wheat, maize~ oats, barley, hay, potatoes, 
fruits, vegetables";': 

Though the drought was widespread in the Colony, press and cor
respondence items in The Sydney Herald suggest that some parts of 
the Southern Tablels.nds esoaped more lightly than others. The 
full effects were apparently felt in the oentre and northwest, but 
the drought was not so acute or prolonged in the Braidwood and 
Monaro districts: thus 

9th Nov., 1838 - favourable appearance of grass and wheat on the 
Monaro. 

6th Mar., 1840 - Braidwood "pasturage very fine". 

5th Apr., 1839 - only some old grass in Crookwell, Wheeo and 
Narrawa districts; conditions very bad along 
the Lachlan River. 

3rd June, 1839 - Yass "a centre of wretchedness"; sheep dying 
in thousands as far down as Breadalbane. 

19th June, 1840 - "late drought a severe calamity for Queanbeyan". 

2 
R.M. Martin, Australia, (comprising N.S.W.; Victoria or Port 

Phillip; South Australia and Western Australia; etc.], London, 
1853, p.151. 
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Despite this, however, a shift in the emphasis of farm-

ing from crop growing to pasturing had begun, and it became more 

pronounced during the gold rushes of the 1850's and 1860's. 

After the transport facilities on the Tablelands and elsewhere in 

the Colony had improved slowly during the 1840's, arable farming 

was no longer necessary as a general practice because settlers 

who wished to specialize in pasturing could now obtain foodstuffs, 

and feedstuffs to supplement natural pastures when necessary, 

from the areas better suited for cropping in which grains, fodder 

crops, vegetables and fruits continued to be grown. This, per

haps, applied more particularly to grain than to other crops, be

cause at this time the grain growing areas of Tasmania and South 

Australia (and later the Bathurst area) were coming into export 

production: thus the decline of cropping relative to pastuving 

on the Southern Tablelands may not have resulted mainly from local 

causes (though they undoubtedly contributed), but may rather have 

been associated with the beginnings towards regional specialisa

tion of production which henceforth became more general in the 

Colony. The drought and the depression at the beginning of the 

period were other important factors influencing the change in em

phasiS from crop-growing to pasturing; naturally, the cultivators 

suffered most, since the few crops which were sown failed com

pletely. But the pastoralists were also hit hard by heavy stock 

losses, by the financial drain caused by the need for importing 

grain for feed, and by a fall in the value of wool (reduced in 



30. 

1841 to about half its value in 1833), though the stock raising 

industry was able to recover more quickly in consequence of the 

boiling-down process having been introduced in 1843 by Henry D. 

O'Brien, at Douro, near Yass. This was soon in general use on 

the Tablelands for converting almost unsaleable livestock into 

products like tallow (then in great demand on the English market), 

skins, and mutton hams, permitting a return of fourteen shil

lings from the boiling-down of a full grown sheep (previously 

worth only a couple of shillings as a carcase). 

Soon after the main South Ros.d was bu11 t westwards from 

Marulan, the original line of road running south through Bungonia, 

Larbert and Krawarree dried up as a trade channel, and fell into 

disuse, so preventing those settlements from fulfilling their 

early promise of developing as towns. The virtual closing of the 

road also imposed difficulties on settlers in the upper Shoalhaven 

Valley by shutting them off from direct communication with Sydney, 

which they could now reach only by travelling on poor and round

about roads to join the main Sydney road at Goulburn - a circum

stance which caused the agitation leading to Surveyor Larmer's 

tracing of the Wool Road (a line of road from Braidwood to 



1 
Huskisson on Jervis Bay) in 1840, and was responsible for a few 

enterprising settlers making other rough tracks to the small ports 

of UlladUlla and Broulee (near Moruya), soon after they had been 
2 

developed. Braidwood, which was proclaimed as a village in 1839 

but was listed as a new town in the Census of 1846, owed its early 

development as a service centre for the upper Shoalhaven Valley 

to the fact that it was at the focus of tracks from this part of 

the Tablelands to the South Coast. 

Development of the Southern Goldfields (c. 1850-1870) 

The gold rushes to different parts of New South Wales 

and Victoria which began in 1851 slowed down the rate of agricul

tural and pastoral development en the Southern Tablelands, and 

the discovery of goldfields within the area itself gave rise to 

some important changes in the local settlement pattern. 

Early in the 1850's a succession of heavy floods in 

1 
Under the heading Country News, The SydneY Herald (13th July, . 

1840) reported "Information has just been received in town that 
Mr. Larmer, a Government Surveyor, has discovered an excellent 
line of road from Braidwood to Jervis Bay which may be rendered 
passable for Drays, very speedily and at little expense." 
In an extract of a letter from Goulburn (dated 30th June) the 
paper added "About £100 has been subscribed in the neighbourhood 
of Braidwood, Queanbeyan and Goulburn for the first person who 
takes t ton of goods by Dray from the coast, and carries a ton by 
any bush road - settlers are now on the gUi vive about this since 
Mr. Larmer's discovery." 

2 
Ulladulla and Broulee were proclaimed as "townships" on 6th 

September, 1837, and Huskisson on 16th December, 1840, but they 
did not develop as ports until the early 1840's; Broulee not 
greatly so them. 
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maD7 localities on the Tablelands checked the steady rate of pro

gress of farming that had been maintained during the second half 

of the 1840's, but this was of minor significance compared with 

the disruption caused by the gold rushes, because here, as in 

other parts of the colonies, the supply of :farm labourers dimin

ished almost to vanishing point within a :few months a:fter gold had 

been discovered near Bathurst and elsewhere. As in the crises o:f 

1838-43, the pastoralists were af:fected less severely than the 

cultivators because they could manage to carryon with a smaller 
1 

labour :force. This helped the pastoral industry to consolidate 

its ascendancy over arable :farming on the Tablelands, and when 

conditions returned to normal a:fter the gold rushes, pasturing 

continued to make headway and arable :farming never succeeded in 

gaining the ground which it had lost. 

Largely as a result o:f the rise o:f the mining centres, 

the transport net of the Tablelands was drawn more closely during 

this period, as roads were steadily pushed out in place of tracks, 

and as new tracks were formed to the gold:fields. Meanwhile the 

railway was extended from Sutton Forest to Goulburn in 1869. 

Goulburn, in a key position on the Sydney-Melbourne road, 

now reaped great commercial advantages from the large volume o:f 

traf:fic paSSing to and :from the Victorian goldfields, and it grew 

rapidly in size and :functional importance. Its status WaS also 

1 
In some instances, however, as around what is now the A.C.T., herds 

and :flocks had to be allowed to run wild in the ranges when stockmen 
were unobtainable. 



improved when it was granted the honorific title of "city" under 

Royal Letters Patent, on becoming the seat of an Anglican Bishop 

in 1865_ 

The most striking changes in the settlement pattern took 

place, however, on the Southern Goldfields themselves, where sev

eral new towns mushroomed. Some idea of how rapidly they grew may 

be gauged from 

Wells 

the following 
1 

Gazetteer entries : 

( 1851) 

Araluen - a remarkable deep gully 
in County St. Vincent. 

Braidwood - a town, 41 houses, 
206 inhabitants. 

Jembaicumbene - a swemp. 

Major's Creek - no mention. 

Bailli~re (1866) 
2 

a postal mining township 
with a population of about 
3,500 - "one long street, 
there being about seven 
miles of residences, more 
or less scattered, in which 
there are 28 hotels and 
public houses." 

important postal to~u with 
a population of about 1,000 
persons. 

postal township laid out 
but not yet proclaimed, 
population about 400 (200 
Chinese). 

small postal digging town, 
population about 200. 

1 
[W.H.] Wells, G Geo ra hieal Dictionar • 

Australian Colonies ete.]. 
88-9, 215. 

2[ ~ F.F.J Bailli~re'p[New South Wales 7 Gazetteer and Road Guide], 
Sydney, 1 , P .9-10, 78-9, 2 1, 332. 
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Similarly, Kiandra, where gold was discovered in 1859, 

had an estimated population of about 15,000 prospectors during 

February and March, 1860, reduced to about 200 in 1&66, and no 

more than a score of inhabitants to-day. 

Cooma, which had been proclaimed as a village in 1849, 

was also established in this period after the first sales of vil

lage land were held in 1850. It originated as the Commissioner's 

seat for the Monaro Squatting District, after which it soon be

came the junction point of tracks radiating to surrounding pas

toral settlements, gradually replacing an older settlement at 

Bunyan (6 miles north) as the service centre for the Monaro. Gold 

rushes to Kiandra and ot!ler parts of the EUcumbene Valley, which 

contained more than 40,000 prospectors in the early 1860's, gave 

the first impetus to really strong growth by Cooma, and they were 

also responsible for Adaminaby being established to provide admin

istrative and commercial services for the goldfields. 

Many small villages, like Collector, GUndaroo, Sutton, 

Bredbo and Michelago, most of which had developed earlier as stop

ping places beside horse and bullock dray tracks, gained a new Sig

nificance during this period as coach staging-posts, and as such 

they played an important part in the life of the Tablelands. 

Gold discoveries along the Crookwell and Abercrombie 

Rivers in the early 1850's were also responsible for some import

ant changes in the pattern of settlement in the northern districts 

of the Southern Tablelands, not because large quantities of gold 

were found but because they led to the opening up of useful farming 



lands and the establishment of several small village settlements. 

In fact, except for Tuena, near the Abercrombie River, and 

Trunkey Creek, north of the Abercrombie River, gold discoveries 

were very limited in the area. Closer settlement and more inten

sive farming in the districts led to the growth of Binda "town

ship", proclaimed in 1851 to serve as an administrative centre, 

and to the rise of Kiama (on the site ot crookwell), Bigga, 

Taralga, and the private village of Laggan. 

Pastoral Stabilisation (c. 1870 to ~) 

As gold production fell oft in one field after another, 

their population centres dwindled rapidly in size and importance. 

Some of the labourers torced to abandon mining found their way 

into rural industries on the Tablelands, and as a result farming 

generally became more stable than it had been, and in most dis

tricts farm productivity reached higher levels than ever betore. 

Except during the Australia-wide depression in the early 1890's, 

steady agricultural progress continued, though the emphasis on 

pasturing was now dominant over most of the Tablelands. 

Contemporaneously with these events, roads and railways 

were developed still further, the latter having strong effects on 

the settlement pattern, and also on the functions and growth of 

Goulburn and Cooma. In 1875-76, the railway was extended trom 

Goulburn to Yass, Bowning and beyond, and between 1884 and 1889 

a line was built from Goulburn to Cooma. These caused Goulburn 

to become a more important transport node, and when large rail

way workshops and yards were built there it became the main south

ern railway depot of the state: Similarly, when Cooma became a 
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railhead its importanoe as a servioe oentre for the Monaro dis

triots inoreased greatly. 

During the last quarter of the 19th oentury, mining 

aotivities were revived in a few plaoes on the Southern Goldfields 

around Araluen and in the Kiandra distriot when some oompanies 

operated dredges intermittently, and soon after gold-bearing oop

per ores had been disoovered on Foxlow station in 1884 Captain's 

Flat grew up as a gold-mining town. It oontinued to thrive during 

the 1890's when silver, lead and oopper were mined, but mining 

oeased early in this oentury beoause its easily won ores oon~ 

taioing valuable metals had been exhausted, and beoause low prioes 

prevailed for the base metals present in its oomplex and deeper

seated ores, the mine starting up again in 1939. 

Yass, whose early growth had been vigorous, failed to 

make the urban progress that its townspeople expected of it. In 

the late 1860's and early 1870's, large publio buildings (oourt 

house, post office, banks) oonsiderably in exoess of the town's 

needs for many years, had been ereoted in the hope that Yass might 

develop as ~ regional centre for the settlements in areas west 

of the Southern Tablelands, but it was superseded in this role, 

first by Gundagai, then by Wagga Wagga, as the oentre of gravity 

of settlement moved south and west. Binalong, established north

west of Yass in 1850 to serve as the Commissioner's seat for the 

Laohlan Squatting Distriot, also retrogressed similarly after the 

large squatting runs to the west were subdivided for oloser set

tlement. 
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The Alien Intrusion of Canberra and the Australian Capital 

Territory (1911-1927) 

Following legislative action by the governments of New 

South Wales and the Commonwealth, the 940 square miles of the 

Australian Capital Territory, containing a site for the nation's 

capital, were vested in the Commonwealth on January 1st, 1911. 

The superimposing of its arbitrary boundaries on the map 

of New South Wales, and the subsequent building of Canberra within 

them, represented an alien intrusion into the developing pattern 

of settlement on the Southern Tablelands, but except for the purely 

local effects of Canberra's specially rapid growth since 1939, the 

general features of that pattern have not been much disturbed. 

There were, of course, some evolutionary changes during 

this period, mainly in the further development of communications, 

and in the processes of urban growth and decay, though except for 
1 

a slightly more intensive use of the land there were few changes 

in the rural areas. 

1 
Pasture improvement practices had been attempted in some parts of 

the Colony as early as the 1820's, but with the possible exception 
of the Yass district the earliest attempts on the Southern Table
lands were made around Crookwell. There, from the 1870's onwards, 
John Broderick and other graziere had experimented with the plant
ing of art.1ficial grasses in place of natural grasses, but the 
first significant step in the more intensive use of land on the 
Tablelands came after the pasture improvement practices of Charles 
E. Prell were extended. Prell had introduced these on his 
Gundowringa property, near Crookwell, after he had acquired it in 
1902. 
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By far the most fundamental change of this period, for 

the whole of Australia as well as for the Southern Tablelands, is 

that associated with the rise of motor transport. For this change 

the whole period (1911-1927) may be taken as a stage of tran

sition between an era in which, on the whole, the life of the 

towns still had very much the tone of that of the surrounding 

countryside, and a succeeding era in which urban influences of the 

cities and larger towns began to have very pronounced effects on 

the life of rural areas. 

As in the earlier phases of settlement evolution 

Goulburn grew more vigorously than all the other centres on the 

Tablelands, its growth being sustained and fostered by new trans

port developments which included the extension of the Goulburn

Crookwell branch railway to Taralgaj railway construction from 

Cooma to Nimmitabel in 1912, and on to Bombala in 1921, and the 

building of the Federal Highway from Yarra, near Goulburn, to 

Canberra in 1926. 

By now, however, the wheel of fortune had turned full 

circle for the once-prosperous gold mining centres: though some, 

like Kiandra and Araluen, had reverted to being small rural ham

lets. Captain's Flat, too, still continued to stagnate because 

of its mining difficulties and the low prices obtainable for base 

metals. 

With the opening of Federal Parliament House in May, 

1927, Canberra became the de facto as well as the de jure seat of 



government of the Commonwealth, but it was a capital without a 

city, and its population consisted almost solely of a labour force 

engaged in city building, and a small nucleus of public servants 

carrying out the work of the few government departments that had 

been transferred from Melbourne. F~om the outset, Canberra, as a 

planned city, was dependent to a large degree for many services 

on its urban neighbour Queanbeyan, seven miles away. Out of this 

parasitism on the part of Canberra, a symbiotic relationship has 
1 

grown between the two centres - the bonds of interdependence be-

tween tha~ are still very strong, though they are beginning to 

hold less firmly as Canberra continues to outstrip Queanbeyan 

greatly in growth. 

Industrial Invasion (1930 to date) 

Except for the effects of the economic depression of 

the early 1930's and man-power shortages during World War II. the 

pattern of rural settlement during this period has remained sub

stantially as it was in the earlier years of this century, but 

some urban changes have been caused by the growth of industry in 

some centres, and particularly by the SUbstitution of motor traf

fic for horse-drawn tra:f:fic th.:roughout the area. In addi tion, 

1 
Though the use o:f biological terms (particularly by some American 

sociologists) fOr describing the facts and phenomena of urban 
geography is considered unnecessary and not desirable as a general 
practice, the uniqueness of the relationship existing between 
Canberra and Queanbeyan is taken to be su:fficient grounds justi
fying the borrowing of terminology in this instance. 
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there has been a general overall increase in the size of urban 

centres and a corresponding decline in the population of rural 

areas, as is shown by the evidence of population changes in the 

enumerations of the Censuses of 1921, 1933 and 1947 (Fig.20): 

field counts (figures subject to revision) of the 1954 Census 

suggest that the populations of rural shires have increased gen

erally since 1947, but that they have been more than balanced by 

population increases in the towns. 

Industry of a minor order based principally on the use 

of raw materials provided by local rural districts, such as 

flour-milling at Goulburn, Yass and Queanbeyan, wool-washing and 

scouring at Queanbeyan, and tanning, bootmaking and brewing in 

Goulburn, had appeared in some towns on the Tablelands during the 

19th century, but industrial invasion has become more marked dur

ing and since World War II. Goulburn, with several large enter

prises (abattoirs and clothing, textile and boot factories) and 

several minor light industries, has been affected most signifi

cantly, but minor industries are also growing in importance in 

Canberra, Queanbeyan and Yass. 

Many of the emaIl centres, like Collector, Gundaroo, 

Sutton, Michelago and Bunyan, no longer possess their important 

function as staging posts since all have been affected adversely 

by the rise of motor transport. Some have been by-passed by more 

direct motor roads, but, more important, the daily stage of about 

fifteen miles between stops, a traditional feature of transport 
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in most countries for oenturies, was completely superseded. 

Visible evidenoe of this is provided by the numerous small ham

lets around a building which was obviously once a roadside tavern 

but is now more often a small store. 

The most significant changes in the settlement pattern 

of the Southern Tablelands are now occurring in the area of opera

tions of the Snowy Mountains Hydro-Electrio Authority. Here, the 

alien growth of North Cooma has caused, and is still causing, 

great changes in the form and function of Cooma itself; the small 

village of Berridale is taking on a new lease of life as a grow

ing number of Snowy Mountain workers take up residence there; the 

village of Jindabyne is in the "pre-preliminary" stages of removal 

to a new site above the top water level of the proposed Jindabyne 

dam; Adaminaby, also to be flooded by the waters of a large dam 

on the Eucumbene River, on which work has begun, is to be shifted 

to a new site a few miles away; and dam and road construction 

camps have been built in widely separated areas: some of them like 

Island Bend, Munyang and Cabramurra are of a semi-permanent nature, 

likely to become smaller operational centres when construction 

works are finished near them. 

Throughout most of the Southern Tablelands a climax 

agricultural situation has been reached: though many ohanges in 

the types of farming in tham have occurred in the past, the dis

tricts capable of being used for farming appear now to have stable 

forms of rural industry in which few changes, except perhaps more 

intensive forms of existing usage, can be expected in the future. 
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of . rural 'settlement and land-use against which they have developed, 

because these have had important, even if at times only indirect, 

effects on the growth and character of the towns of the area. As 

we have seen in Chapter II, the eXisting pattern of rural settle

ment and land-use has evolved steadily on the whole, excePt during 

the gold rushes of the 1850's and 1860's; moreover the pattern of 

urban settlement has been superimposed on the rural pattern in 

such a way that its main features were not much disturbed. But, 

though most of the towns on the Southern Tablelands have had un

distinguished and comparatively uneventful histories, the urban 

scene is now a very dynamic one. 

Because land-use on the Tablelands is so markedly pas

toral, with wool sheep raising the dominant activity (Fig.23), it 

follows naturally that the rural areas as a whole have a generally 

similar aspect, eXcept, of course, in the places where high re

lief causes the normal pattern of grazing to be modified, and in 

the few localities where sheep raiSing is replaced by or is sub

ordinated to cropping and cattle raising. 

Extensive grazing methods are usual, with the sizes of 

individual holdings ranging from a few hundred acres each in the 

better farming lands to several thousand acres each elseWhere, 

and in consequence the clusters of farm buildings (farm home

steads, shearing sheds, wool store sheds, garages and other out

buildings) on neighbouring properties may be up to a few miles 

apart, especially in the south and southwest where the pastures 

are on the whole rougher and poorer. In some instances the 
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cluster of settlement around the station homestead on prosperous 

properties, like Carwoola in the Foxlow basin or Springfield be

tween Tarago and Goulburn, might almost be regarded as a kind of 

miniature urbs in rure; the function of such settlements is hardly 

urban, yet as well as the main homesteads and their usual out

buildings they contain the cottages and gardens of several station 

hands, and often a store, a small school, and a church, provided 

for their convenience by the station owners. Thus, though they 

are by no means comparable with the old feudal estates, they could 

be regarded in some respects as a modern Australian version of 

the English Manor. 

In the sheep grazing lands, extending over nearly all 

the Tablelands except the densely forested and rough mountain 

country, the flocks are primarily dry-sheep (Merino wethers) grown 

for their wool, but in a few places the grazing specialty is dif

ferent. For example, some of the finest Merino studs of Australia 

are found on the good natural pastures near Yass, which have now 

been further improved to a high standard of productivity; lamb 

and mutton production is locally important on some small areas of 

improved pastures around Crookwell and Taralga and between 

Nimmitabel and Bombala; and in several other places there are many 

sheep stations with dual purpose (wool-meat) and lamb and mutton 

breeds. 

Over much of the Tablelands cattle are raised in associ

ation with sheep, usually occupying the timbered lands of primarily 
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sheep-grazing properties, but in some districts, as in the rugged 

country around the upper Murrumbidgee or on the snow leases of 

the southwest, and in a few other places where pastures are like

wise too rough or too wet for sheep, beef cattle raising is the 

major and often the sole grazing activity. In a few isolated in

stances stud cattle are bred in small numbers, typical breeds 

being Shorthorn Herefords, as at Foxlow about ten miles north of 

Captain's Flat, and Black Poll Angus, in the Murrumbateman and 

Taemas districts near Yass. Dairying is not an important acti

vity on the Southern Tablelands, and, in fact, is only practised 

on a few river flats near some of the larger towns, such as those 

along the Molonglo River and Jerrabombera Creek near Canberra, 

where the influence of the local market is clear. 

Except for intensive potato culture in parts of the 

Crookwell and Taralga districts, vegetable growing on the river 

flats near some of the larger towns and orcharding on a amall 

scale (principally near Goulburn and Canberra), cropping consists 

almost wholly of the growing of cereals for fodder - oats, 

lucerne, barley and rye, in that order - though, because pasture 

improvement practices have been extended widely in the centre and 

north of the TablelandS during the last few years, the acreage 

under sown grasses, like Phalaris species and subterranean clover, 

has increased greatly. 

Lumbering, ranking next to grazing in the rural economy 

of the Tablelands, is naturally most important in the wetter dis

tricts containing dense sclerophyll forests, such as the coastal 



46. 
ranges near Braidwood and the high country near the western boun

dary of the Australian Capital Territory, though many smaller 

areas with light stands of timber provide logs for milling in most 

of the larger towns. 

In some parts of the Tablelands tourist activities are 

becoming increasingly important, based on such attractions as 

winter snow-fields near Kosciusko and Kiandra, limestone caves at 

Yarrangobilly, the operations of the Snawy Mountains Authority, 

or trout fishing in mountain streams. But, apart from providing 

some of the transport services and the incidental shopping needs 

of the tourists, local people do not participate much in the tour

ist business which is a city-directed enterprise, controlled lar

gely by a governmental agency (N.S.W. Government Tourist Bureau) 

and private organisations (Pioneer Coaches, Allen's Tours) with 

headquarters outside the region. 

Several miscellaneous activities of a very minor kind 

give employment to small numbers of people on the Tablelands, but 

apart from a side glance at the interesting forms of bee-keeping 
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1 

and r~bbit-trapping practised, we need only mention small-scale 

mining and quarrying, and the distilling of eucalyptus oil which 

is mostly confined to the Braidwood Qistrict. 

Urban Settlement 

The urban settlements that .have grown in this rursl set

ting (Figs.24 and 25) comprise centres which are provisionally 

ranked as: cities, towns, large villages, small villages and ham

lets, the nomenclature having a str1ctly geographical connotation 

1 
Bee-keeping is confined almost solely to the districts containing 

stands of trees like Yellow Box (Eo melliodora)~ Red Gum (E. 
Blakely1) and Red Stringybark (Eo mac~orrhyncha), usually by a 
small band of itinerant apiarists who wander over the Tablelands, 
and sometimes as far north as the Batburst and Mudgee districts, 
transporting their hives in horse-vans or motor trucks. In some 
instances, however, some of the small graziers keep a tew swarms 
ot bees in their own localities in order to supplement their farm 
incomes by the sale of honey (and oft~n firewOOd, too) in the 
nearby towns. 

Rabbit-trapping for pelts and carcasea once gave lucrative employ
ment to a small force of rural workera, but it has now almost dis
appeared since graziers have been forced, under the provisions of 
the State Pastures' Protection Act, te> eliminate rabbits on their 
properties, and because of the introd~ction of the virus disease, 
mYXQrnatosis, as a combative measure. 11. few trappers still operate 
in hilly and rugged country around the Abercrombie River (north) 
and the Fish River (northwest). They usually work from a large but 
portable freezing chamber, refrigerat~d by diesel engines, set up 
in a convenient road-side location nea~ the centre of their field 
of trapping. Travelling to and from this in horse-drawn vans, and 
generally accompanied by a pack of' nOlldescript dogs, they trap over 
several square miles of the surround1ng country until the chamber 
is filled, ready to be moved by a semi-trailer to the city market 
or the point of export. (A typically 'Australian' mixture of means 
and methods!) 
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for the reasons given in the next chaptery'which also explains how 

the grading was determine4. Representative examples are: 

Goulburn city a regional service centre~ 

Yass~ Queanbeyan, 
Oooma, Braidwood 

Gunning~ Bungendore~ 
Adaminaby 

Oollector, Binalopg, 
Bowning, Taralga, 
Bredbo, Michelago 

Tharwa, Bellmount 
Forest, Jerrawa, Lake 
Bathurst 

rural towns providing commercial 
and other services on a district 
basis~ 

large villages with amaller 
urban fields, 

small villages, and 

1 
hamlets. 

Oanberra, Oaptain's Flat, and Marulan South illustrate 

the few centres on the Tablelands with specialised functions which 

do not fit comfortably in the hierarchy. Canberra, a city with a 

population of about 30,000, is the largest centre on the Table

lands, but though it is nationally important as the seat of fed

eral government, its local influence is small, and, in fact, in 

many respects it lies within the urban field of Queanbeyan - a 

town less than one-fourth its size. Oaptain's Flat, a large vil-

lage, almost qualifying as a town, is a metal-mining centre in 

the upper Molonglo Valley, a comparatively isolated part of the 

Southern Tablelands. It has only minor urban affiliations with 

1 
It 1s worth noting that for Western Europe, Britain and much of 

the United States most of the centres would go down one place: for 
example, Collector, Bredbo and Michelago would be hamlets in the 
United Kingdom. 
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its nearest neighbours (Queanbeysn, Bungendore, and Braidwood) 

and with Goulburn through Bungendore: ~contra, it has much 

stronger commercial ties with Sydney, snd it has developed an im

portant trade relation with Port Kembla which consumes pyrite 

from its mine. Marulan South is a small village and limestone 

quarrying centre near Bungonia Gorge; like Captain's Flat it 

leads an existence relatively independent from that of the other 

centres of the hierarchy, with its contacts oriented northwards 

to the small commercial centre of Picton and the nearby cement 

works at Maldon, to the small cement works centre of Berrima, or 

northeastward to the iron and steel manufacturing centre of Port 

Kembla, rather than to Goulburn and other centres closer at hand. 

Though Goulburn is smaller by 9,000 people than Canberra 

(1954 Census), it greatly transcends the federal city in local im

portance, for by providing many and varied services throughout the 

Tablelands for urban and rural settle.t's alike, its urban influ

ence is widespread to such sn extent that its primacy in the hier

archy is indisputable. So, while Canberra's population may 

serve satisfactorily as a yardstick against which the sizes of the 

centres on the Tablelands may be measured, their relative ranking 

in the hierarchy can be determined only if, in addition to the 

factor. of size, the functional attributes of each are compared 

with those of a more actively participating member of the hierarchy, 

and logically this can hardly be other than Goulburn. 

In that they possess many common elements of urban form 
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and functIon, the service towns ranking below Canberra and 

Goulburn in size, and Goulburn in hierarchical ~nportance, are in 

many respects homologues of each other, but they also differ sig

nificantly, as may be seen from the exposition in later chapters 

of the evolution of Queanbeyan, Yass, Cooma, and Braidwood. 

A further example is provided by the contrast between 

Bombala (southeast) and Crookwell (northwest), the remaining ser

vice towns on the Tablelands. Both are essentially the towns of 

their shires, but they differ from each other in .one important 

respect, for while Crookwell has been pulled into the life of the 

Tablelands as a whole through the influences of its powerful 

neighbour Goulburn (30 miles away), Bombala is located in a com

paratively isolated corner of the Southern Tablelands and has few 

contacts with other centres there: indeed, except for an interest 

in its pastoral shire (Bibbenluke), the town and its people have 

less in common with other parts of the Tablelands than with the 

Far South Coast of New South Wales and a contiguous part of 

Victoria. 

The remaining centres of the hierarchy are tributary 

either directly to Goulburn or to Goulburn via the service towns. 

In some instances, notably in the case of Gunning, small villages 

and hamlets are contained within the urban fieldS of the larger 

villages, though the latter themselves may also lie within what 

might be termed the urban "marchlands" formed by the overlapping 

of their primary urban fields with the outer fields of Goulburn 
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or a service town. 
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The smaller villages on the Tablelands comprise many 

small places, like Tarago, Bowning, and Collector, whose func

tions as minor service centres and points of assembly (hall, 

school, church) are more urban than rural; but they also include 

several small centres like Bungonia, Larbert, Araluen, and Major's 

Creek which may now be regarded as decadent, having retrogressed 

from the urban status and condition that they attained in earlier 

times, or as examples of arrested development, having failed to 

make the urban progress that might reasonably have been expected 

in their initial phases. As noted in Chapter II, Bungonia and 

Larbert were staging posts in early colonial days along the ori

ginal main line of road to the south, running south from Marulan; 

Araluen and Major's Creek were ephemeral towns on the Southern 

Goldfields. 

Hamlets, with the lowest possible ranking in the hier

archy, are thinly scattered through the urban fields of the lar

ger centres, but, though they provide minor services for the lo

calities immediately surrounding them, most are infra-urban rather 

1 
"Marcblands" is suggested as a concise and apposite term to des

cribe the border lands of urban competition. They are, in effect, 
the marginal areas of competition between neighbouring towns to 
which A.E. Smailes has drawn attention in Britain ('The Urban 
Mesh of England and Wales', Publ. Inst. Brit. Geo~., 1947, p.101, 
and 'The AnalySis and Delimitation of Urban Fields, Geography, 
Vol. XXXII, 1947, P.159). 
The area around Gunning stands out clearly as such an urban march
land, because nearly all its primary urban field, which envelopes 
those of the villages of Dalton, Bellmount Forest and Gundaroo, is 
overlapped in places by the outer urban fields of Goulburn, Yass . 
and Queanbeyan. 



than urban settlements. 

One othsr, and by no means uncommon, type of settlement 

on the Southern Tablelands needs to be described. It is a small 

settlement of a dispersed type - such as Wheeo near Crookwell, 

Bronti near Lake Bathurst, or Rocky Plains between Jindabyne and 

Adaminaby - which may consist merely of a farm house (serving also 

as a post and telephone oH'ice), a chUrch, Ii school, and perhaps a 

showground hall. In some instances the individual buildings in 

this kind of' grouping may be half' a mile or more apart, but since, 

in all cases, each constitutes a local habitation with-i name, and 

because each provides postal facilities and serves as a place of 

assembly for the rural inhabitants of' its surroundings, this kind 

of' settlement has a clearly defined functional role in the life 

of' the area. Patently, its function is not urban, neither is it 

truly rural in the usual sense, but to recognise this kind of' 

grouping as one of' the forms of settlement characteristic of' the 

Southern Tablelands, and to give it a class name, we call each a 

"service locality". We do so because the term "centre" will not 

apply. and because "locali tylt seems to express the idea of' the 

indefinite extent and the irregular f'orm of this kind of' settle

ment better than "place" would. 

Generalising f'or the Southern Tablelands as a whole, the 

average distances by road between centres of' descending order of' 

ranking are about: 

50 to 60 miles between major centres, 



20 to 30 miles between major centres and 
their larger satellites, and 

10 to 20 miles between small centres 
along the highways and other 
main roads. 

These are, of course, only rough averages, because centres within 

the above groups are by no means uniformly spaced: thus, if we 

ignore Queanbeyan's speoial relation to Oanberra, we find that it 

is 46 miles from Yass, 50 miles from Braidwood, 60 miles from 

Goulburn and 50 miles from Oooma. (Appendix 5). 

The irregular distribution of centres is a~ature of 

urbanism on the Southern Tablelandsj even in the north where re

lief differences are small the urban fields of the tOwtlS do not" 

even remotely resemble Ohristaller's theoretioal hexagons in 
1 

shape, though in the urban marohlands around Gundaroo the overlap-

ping of the outer fields of Goulburn, Yass and QUeanbeyan suggests 

a likeness to the interlooking circles found in some planning re-

ports. 

Since the Southern Tablelands do not have, except lo

cally, the deep dissection of such highlands as those of Wales 

and Scotland, there are no close correlations between strong re

lief, on the one hand, and the shapes of urban fields, on the 
2 

other, such as Smailes has described for Wales and Fleming and 

1 
W. Ohristaller, Die Zentralen Orte Suddeutschland, Jena, 1933, 

p.33, summarised in 'Rapports Fonctlonels entre Les Agglomerations 
Urbaines et Les Oampagnes; Oomptes Rendus du Oongre§ Internationale 
se ~o8raphie, Amsterdam, 1938, Tome II, GJ'ographie Humaine, pp. 
123- 38. 

2 
loco cit., 1946, pp.93-4. 
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Green for Scotland. This is because the really rugged parts of 

the Southern Tablelands - in the far north, the east and the 

southwest - are areas of very sparse settlement with few or no 

urban centres in them; the urbanised parts are confined on the 

whole to those districts where the differences in relative relief 

between the high land and the low land are not great. As might 

be suggested by comparing Figs.4 and 25, a line drawn on a map of 

the Southern Tablelands enclosing all the principal urban centres 

would outline the shape of a dumb-bell with one knob in the north, 

around Goulburn, Crookwell and Yass, and another in the south 

across the Monaro Plateau, linked by a narrow strip of urbanised 

territory through the valleys between the central ranges on the 

Tablelands the whole tied together by a network of routeways 

(Fig.26). 

Except in the Canberra anomaly, the extent of the indi

vidual urban fields is, on the whole, closely eqUated to the size 

and the functional importance of the town which each serves, though, 

of course, on the more sparsely settled Monaro Oooma's influence 

extends more widely through its surroundings than is the case with 

comparable centres in the areas of closer settlement at the north-

ern end of the Tablelands. 

'1 
J.B. Fleming and F.H.W. Green, 'Some Relations between Town and 

Country in Scotland', Scot. geogr. Mag. Vol.LXVIII, 1952, pp.2-12. 
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Generalising about the urban fields on the Southern 

Tablelands, we might say that those on the fairly level saddle 

la.nds and basins in the north and on the Monaro Plateau in the 

south tend to be circular in shape (though Cooma's is slightly 

less so since it has a longer east-west axis influenced by the 

layout of the Monaro Plateau), while those of the small centres 

in the middle districts of the Tablelands are roughly ellipses, 

with their longer axes trending along the major transport routes 

in the wide valleys between the main north-south ranges. 

Though the relief of the Southern Tablelands is not a 

coercive factor of urban location, except in the siting of a 

few minor centres, the influence of topography on the general 

location of some of the towns is guite clear. Thus, Goulburn, 

as noted in Chapter I, occupies the logical position at the 

southern end of the Marulan causeway for a main gateway town to 

the region; Canberra owes its choice as a capital site largely 

to the topographical advantages of its surroundings for city 

building; Bungendore was "located" by surveyors because it was on 

a slight rise on the original marshy plains south of Lake George 

and Adaminaby, though several miles from the goldfield it had to 

administer, was placed where it is, on the side of a hill above 

the swampy plains of the Eucumbene Valley, because the higher 

la.nd between it and Kiandra lies within the zone of heavy winter 

snowfall. 

Except for the demise of the small staging posts and 
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mining centres (described in Ohapter II), the rise of Oanberra, 

and the urban growths and shifts attendant upon the development 

of the Snowy Mountains Scheme, few changes have occurred in the 

distribution of urban centres on the Southern Tablelands, since 

the general pattern was established about 1870-1900. Against 

thiS, however, the characters of some of the towns are altering 

appreciably: in rapidly growing centres such as Oanberra, 

Goulburn, or Queanbeyan, the internal landscapes of the towns 

are metamorphosing greatly. Despite being outstripped in num

bers by Canberra, Goulburn continues to consolidate its position 

as the primate of the hierarchy in consequence of internal ex

pansion, both physical and functional, and the unremitting ef

forts of its business houses not only to maintain but also to 

strengthen the city's commercial suzerainty throughout its urban 

field. In some respects the city is more than a regional service 

centre, though it could hardly yet be regarded as a prOVincial 

ca.pi tal, equivalent to, either, Tamworth on the New England 

Tablelands or Wagga Wagga on the South-West Slopes. Side by side with 

the rapid population growths of Canberra and Queanbeyan the two 

centres are growing together phySically, and though the terri-

torial boundary remains a firm line of administrative division 

between them, the unique form of urban mutualism that once existed 

between them is being replaced by more reciprocal inter~urban 

links. 

In the light of this evidence of the continuing proces

ses of urban growth and decay and of the sweeping changes which 
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are taking place in some o~ the towns, it may well be said that 

the urban scene on the Southern Tablelands is a dynamic one, but, 

on the other hand, the rural scene is static, with ~ew changes in 

it except, perhaps, a slightly more intensive use of the land. 
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CHAPTER IV 

THE HIERARCHICAL RANKING OF CENTRES 

ON THE SOUTHERN TABLEL1U/1)S 

Before discussing the criteria used for determining the 

grading of the urban centres on the Southern Tablelands and the 

ways in which they were applied, some explanation is needed of 

the terms (cities, towns, Villages and hamlets) that have been 

used to describe them, since in this thesis they stand for 

strictly geographical concepts and so have meanings quite differ

ent from those of current legal and popular usage. 

Such an explanation is all the more necessary because 

the problem of urban status in Australia has become extraordin

arily confused as a consequence of the different interpretations 

given to s!ll, town and village in governmental circles and in 

the ordinary conversation of everyday people. For the geographer 

the confusion is particularly vexing because he must use these 

terms in an explicit sense: they represent concrete facts of his 

discipline, so that he must, therefore, define them precisely. 

Unless they are so defined: 

lilt is not practicable to make a classification 
according to urban status that will be valid for all 
urban centres throughout Australia, because different 
States employ different agencies and adopt different 
procedures for establishing units of urban settlement, 
and they use different criteria for determining the 



1 
status of a city, a town and a village. Moreover, 
the official status of many centres is obscured as 
a result of the practice common to most Australians 
of exaggerating the importance of their cities, 
large towns and villages - by speaking of them as 
metropolises, cities and towns, respectively. 
'Village' is completely discredited in everyday con
versation, so that urban centres smaller than cities 
are generally referred to - in descending order of 
size - as 'large towns', 'medium-sized towns', 'small 
towns or townships' and even as 'little bits of towns'. 

This strong antipathY to the term 'village' is 
inexplicable; particularly so, because many of the 
small urban settlements in the continent had the 19th 
century English village as their prototype - at least 
in theory, and with intent in the minds of the 
Governors who established them, even though they have 
not conformed in PhYsical structure."2 

Moreover, "township" is also used commonly now in 

Australia to describe the area of a town as well as a small town; 

it is not used in this thesis, in order to avoid possible confUsion 

1 
Appendix 6 sets out the precedent conditions for determining the 

legal status of urban settlements in the Australian States. 

2 
H.W.H. King, 'county, Shire and Town in New South Wales', ~. 

Geogr., Vol. VI, No.3, 1954, pp.17-18. 
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wi th English and American IItownships ll. Some Australian and over

seas usages of the term are outlined in Appendix 7. 

The hierarchical ranking of urban centres on the South

ern Tablelands has been determined empirically, so that no claim 

is made that the criteria used will be of absolute validity for 

classifying urban settlements other than those of the study area. 

Nevertheless it conforms to the general principles of modern 

urban geographical studies as represented by the works of Smailes, 

Bracey, Brush, Carol, Keuning and others (see Bibliography -

General). 

Criteria applied to the urban centres of' the Southern 

Tablelands for the purpose of determining their grading relate to 

the form of the individual settlements, the sizes of their popula-

tions and the indices of their degree of centrality, assessed 

both quantitatively and qualitatively. They are applied in the 

following ways: 

To be clearly distinguishable from the dispersed forms 

1 
It seams probable, however, that if' metropolitan cities and pro

vincial capitals were to be added at the head of this scale it 
might well. serve to give a general indication of' the grading of 
Australian centres, though, of course, the values of the criteria 
applied to centres on the Southern Tablelands would need to be much 
revised to suit other local environments. Random sampling of a few 
urban centres in the wool-wheat districts of' the Northern Riverina, 
and in the pastoral New England districts, suggests that the cri
teria might apply there, but a Similar sampling of' centres in the 
dairying districts of' the North Coast of N.S.W. indicates clearly 
that they will not suf'f'ice in that area. 
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Size of Population (Fig.25) 

In any scheme aimed at a grading of urban centres the 

sizes of their populations must necessarily be taken into account 

because of the conditioning effects of the numbers of inhabitants 

on the forms and functions of the settlements. 

To satisfy the speCial needs of the study area the fol

lowing scale is put forward as being suitable for a size grading 

of its urban centres: 

Hamlet 
Small village 
Large village 
Town 
City 

- less than 100 
- 100-500 
- 500-1,000 
- 1,000-15,000 

over 15,000 

inhabi tants 
" 
" 
" " 

and for further refinement, small towns (1,000-2,500), medium

sized towns (2,500-5,000) and large towns (5,000-15,000) may be 

distinguished. 

Indices of gentrality 

For the purpose of estimating the degrees of centrality 

of the urban centres on the Southern Tablelands, their functional 

institutions and services are assessed quantitatively and quali-
1 

tatively. 

In the quantitative assessment a single point is allotted 

1 
In the absence of a Business Directory adequately covering all 

the urban settlements of the area, the local Telephone Directory 
(January, 1953) was used for this purpose. It enables a fairly 
reliable cross-sectional view to be obtained of the business life 
of the area, because 80-85% of the business premia es in the lar
ger centres, and 90-95% in the smaller centres, have telephones 
installed (estimate by District Telephone Officer, Post Master
General's Department, Canberra, in a personal communication, 4th 
March, 1954). 



for each functional service or institution, irrespective of its 

nature, which the centre contains, and the lowest score for each 

type of centre is set at: 

Hamlet 
Small village 
Large village 
Town 
City 

a minimum of 3 points 
" " "10" 
" " "25" 
" " "75" 
no definite number is set 
but a full suite of services 
and inst.1tutions is required. 

The services and institutions include: 

Public utilities - water-, electricity-, gas-supply; sewerage. 

Administrative and Protective - local government (Municipal or 
Shire), State governmental agencies, court, 
police, fire station, ambulance service, 
hospital (public or private). 

~ucational and Social - school, church, hall, literary insti
tute, school of arts, clubs, theatre, local 
newspaper. 

Professional - doctor, dentist, nurse, accountant, solicitor, 
surveyor. 

Qommercial and Transport - general stores and shops of all clas
ses, banks, agents, hotels, guest houses, 
carriers, bus and taxi or hire car services, 
railway station, garages, oil depots, and the 
like. 

Manufacturing - one point for each unit irrespective of its 
Size or type. 

Building and Constructional - sawmillers, builders, bricklayers, 
plasterers, plumbers, electricians, Joiners, 
and the like. 

Farming - stock agents and brokers, drovers, shearers, 
pastoral and agricultural societies and organ
isations, boring and drilling contractors, dam 
excavators, and wool, skin, and hide merchants. 

Critioal pOints on this scale are those at which an 
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attempt is made to distinguish large villages from tovms, also 

towns from cities, but difficulties here may be ironed out if fur

ther reference is made to the qualitative characters of the ser

vices and institutions provided by the centres. 

Considered Der se, a qualitative appraisal of the 

indices of' centrality is the least reliable method of applying 

the criteria used for grading the centres, but, as noted above, 

the method is a useful supplement when some of the distinctions 

still remain blurred after the other three criteria have been 

applied. When trying to differentiate large villages from towns, 

for example, we may consider the index value of: 

Schools Towns usually have a high school (up to a grade of 17 
years) or an intermediate high school (up to a grade 
of 15 years) with a full secondary curriculum, while 
large villages rarely possess schools ranking higher 
than central schools (dominantly for primary education 
with limited provision for secondary education for two, 
and sometimes more, years). 

Courts 

School status is, however, more an approximate pOint
er than a wholly reliable index because variable fac
tors affect the grading of schools: for instance, the 
average attendance of' pupils and the numbers of staff 
members (APpendix 8). Also, the low grading of the 
school in a particular centre may be the result purely 
of a lag in school building - as is commonly the case 
with many of the schools in the large and rapidly grow
ing towns on the Tablelands. 

In general, large villages have courts of summary juris
diction, such as courts of petty sessions and small 
debts and fair rents courts, and towns have courts of 
quarter sessions and district courts for criminal and 
civil cases, respectively. 

Court status, like school status, is, however, not a 
particularly reliable index of centrality, beca~se 
courts are not necessarily established on a population 
basiS or according to the importance of the court centre, 



though they usually are, but sometimes for juridical 
convenience or other reasons: for example courts have 
been established in some centres in the past through 
the political inf'luence of the local member of parlia
ment, and on other occasions courts of particular types 
have grown up when a demand was created for them, such 
as courts to deal principally with traffic offences in 
centres on a highway, criminal courts in centres where 
law and order is more prone to be disturbed, and 
Wardens' courts in mining centres and districts. 

Considered in conjunction with the other criteria in the 

qualitative type of assessment, each of the following services and 

institutions is a much more reliable index of the centrality of a 

place than either schools or courts, and (except for cinemas, 

banks and specialty stores in the instances of Gunning and 

Captain's Flat) they serve to indicate a sharp line of distinction 

between towns and large villages on the Southern TQblelands: 

1I0gal newspapers 

1 

In most towns it is customary for a local news
paper to be published at least once a week, and 
there seems to be a fairly constant relation 
between the sizes of the towns and the number 
of times each week that their papers are pub
lished; for exa~ple, Goulburn and Canberra, the 
two Cities, have daily local newspa~ers, but the 
service towns only have two issues (some only 
one) per week, and in no instance does any 
centre on the Tablelands ranked lower than a 
town have a local paper published in itl More
over there is also a close relation between the 
number of times per week that a paper is pub
lished and its field of circulation, the larger 
centres with more issues each week circulating 

Though there are no examples on the Southern Tablelands, 
Australian villages, and urbanised settlements that do not have a 
separate existence as towns, do give their names to local papers, 
as on the Central Coast of N.S.W. where weekly papers bear the 
names of resort villages (The Entrance News at Tuggerah Lakes) or 
settlements, (WOy WOy Herald serving several areas on Brisbane 
Water), though they are not published there but in the towns of 
Wyong and Gosford, respectively, both of which are several miles 
away from the settlements concerned. 
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Banks 
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their papers more widely through their surround
ings than do the smaller towns with rewer 
issues. 

Throughout the Southern Tablelands, regular 
cinema screenings are made only in the service 
towns, equipped with modern theatres, and in the 
large villages or Gunning and Captain's Flat, 
where the seating accommodation and theatre ap
pointments generally are not so elaborate. In 
the villages, on the other hand, ir there are 
any screenings or rilms at all they are usually 
made by itinerant showmen, almost invariably in 
the local hall, but sometimes in some other 
make-shirt building. 

Separate bank buildings containing the orf'ices 
or the large trading banks are round on the 
Southern Tablelands only in the Cities, the ser
vice towns and the large villages or Gunning and 
Captain's Flat. In all other centres where bank
ing racilities exist, the banking agencies oooupy 
parts of shops or premises used primarily ror 
purposes other than banking. 

~D~e~p~a~r~t~m~e~n~t~s~t~o~r~e~s The posseSSion of at least one department store 
seems to be another reature worth noting which 
helps to distinguish a town rrom a village on the 
Southern Tablelands and indioates that the town 
is surrioiently important to justify the estab
lishment or this kind or oommeroial unit, whioh, 
from the evidenoe of the usual praotioe on the 
Tablelands, generally requires to spread its 
trading aotivities up to a radius of 25-30 miles 
over the surrounding oountry in addition to those 
in the town area in which it is set. Provided 
only that it fulfils this requirement of servioe 
for rural areas as well as for the town, the 
department store need not be partioularly large, 
though it will or course have much or the var
iety that oharaoterises similar but larger stores 
in the oities. 

Speoialty stores Specialty stores, suoh as butoheries, bakeries, 
oafes, delicatessens, and those speoialising in 
the sale of rruit and vegetables, grooeries, 
sortgoods, rootwear, hardware, eleotrioal goods, 
ranoy goods and other oommodities, are more 
numerous in the towns than in the large villages. 
To indio ate the degree or oentrality that might 



reasonably be expected of a town on the Southern 
T~blelands, it is estimated (somewhat arbit
rarily) that it should possess the variety of 
such establishments which would be found in a 
grouping of at least a dozen of them in the one 
centre - normally about 8 to 10 different kinds 
of shops. In this connection, Gunning would 
qualify as a town, but it does not measure up 
satisfactorily to some of the other criteria, 
and Captain's Flat would almost do so, though 
all the other centres ranking lower than towns, 
contain much fewer than 12 shops. 

Public utilities Since sorneof the villages on the Southern 
Tablelands, especially those near a few of the 
towns, are provided with both water and elec
tricity supplies, the minimum reqUirements of a 
town in the matter of public utilities are set 
at three (water, electricity, or gas and sewer
age) and the proviso ie added that the central 
town area, at least, should be seweredl Evi
dence from the Tablelands shows that the pro
vision of these amenities has caused small but 
significant centripetal movements of population, 
as in the cases of Yass and Crookwell in which 
many rural land-holders have bought town resi
dences. This invasion....:2y the squatters, as it 
is ce,lled by the townsPeople, has become so 
pronounced in, Crookwell during recent years that 
normal town housing has been greatly handicapped. 

liealth and fire protection services In the case of the Southern 
Tablelands, the minimum requirements of a town 
are a public hospital and an ambulance centre 
(equipped with a vehicle or vehicles) for con
veying patients to and from hospital, not merely 
a first-aid post, and a fire station. Captain's 
Flat has all three, simply because of the 

1 
Though it measures up satisfactorily to all the other criteria, 

Braidwood is the only serVice town which does not possess three 
public utilities. It has an electricity supply, and a water sup
ply line is now being connected, but it is not sewered and has no 
gas supply. sewerage of the central area may be expected to follow 
closely after the water pipe-line is laid. 
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hazardous nature of the mining activities on 
which it depends, not because it is in any sense 
a service centre for the surrounding districts, 
as the towns are. 

In order to be distinguished from a town, a city needs 

to have more, larger, and more varied functional institutions and 

services. Moreover it should be more varied morphologically than 

a town, with cl&arly articulated functional parts, including un

mistakably residential suburbs. Together with considerations of 

the sizes of the centres, these factors have been borne in mind 

in distinguishing Canberra and Goulburn as the only cities on the 

Southern Tablelands, though the follOwing characteristics are 

also suggested as serving a useful purpose when an attempt is 

being made to identify an Australian urban centre as a city: a 

multiplicity of retail and wholesale trading establishments, with 

at least several department stores; a daily local newspaper cir

culation; several churches of each denomination represented in it, 

and sometimes one or more cathedrals; a f'u11 range of educational 

facilities up to and including tertiary education, such as diploma 

courses in a technical college, degree courSeS in a university or 

a university college or their equivalent in a special training 

college or institute (teachers', agricultural and the like); a 

full medical service, as represented by a modern and well-equipped 

hospital and speCialist doctors in practice in the centre; and 

the regional headquarters of several State governm@ntal agencies, 

quite distinct from the centre's own local administrative 
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CHAPTER V 

1 
CANBERRA - A CIVIC ANOw~Y 

The federal city of Canberra may well be termed a civic 

anomaly for it is at one and the same time the national capital 

of Australia and the largest city on the Southern Tablelands, yet 

in the local hierarchy a centre of humble rank with a small and 

insignificant field of local influence. Except for very strong 

affiliations with Queanbeyan, it has few links, and those minor, 

with other centres on the Tablelands. Moreover, among them it 

has a very distinctive identity, contrasting absolutely with all 

the other centres in urban evolution, morphology, aspect and 

function; even its form of local administration is unique in the 

area. 

Planned and developed since Federation with a precon

ceived function as the seat of government for the Commonwealth, 

Canberra is often described as an artificial capital, in con

trast, for instance, to a natural capital, such as Melbourne, in 

which a governmental function was acquired normally by an estab

lished and important centre: but on the other hand it has been 

claimed that it 

1 
This chapter incorporates without specifiC acknowled~ent some 

material that the writer has published previously in Factors of 
Site and Plan', Chapter 12 of Canberra, A Nation's Capital, pre
pared for the 30th meeting of A.N.Z.A.A.S., Canberra, 13th-20th 
January, 1954, ed. H.L. White, Halstead Press, Sydney, 1954, pp. 
209-220, and in 'The Canberra-Queanbeyan Symbiosis: A Study of 
Urban Mutualism', GeoB£. Rev., Vol.XLIV, No.1, 1954, pp.101-118. 



"is as natural as any other town in Australia. Just as 
Goulburn, for example, is the natural response to the 
need for a market and service centre in an area of pri
mary production, so is Canberra the natura.l response to 
the need for a neutral centre of government - a need 
felt (though not always met) in all federal states".1 

As the national capital, the city occupies an eccentric 

position relative to the territory it administers, though it is 

not far from the centre of gravity of population in Australia, 

since most of the continent's people live south and east of a 

line drawn from Adelaide to Brisbane. 

Theoretically, as a city planned in toto in advance of 

any building, it was intended that in all stages of its construc

tion even the minutest details of its form were to be blue-printed 

by planners before being translated into urban realities. Though 

the city's growth accords fairly closely on the whole with the 

original plan there still remain a few "temporary" spots in it, 

some of which - such as former construction camps at Causeway be

side the railway station and Westlake adjoining the Legation Area 

of the city - are all too plainly urban realities. 

In that its growth has been specially rapid and that 

planning has been continued in all stages of its development, 

Canberra is completely unlike all other centres on the Southern 

Tablelands except the much smaller but new and planned town of 

1 
O.H.K. Spate, 'Social Structure and Function', Chapter 15 in 

Canberra. A Nation's Capital, cit. sup., p.228, cf. also 'Factors 
in the Development of Capital Cities', Geogr. Rev., Vol.XXXII, 
1942, pp.622-631. 
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North Cooma, which, like the federal city, might be regarded as a 

product more of urban revolution than of urban evolution. 

The city has supplanted a small, but natural village 

growth on a part of its site, and in the course of its building 

during the last four decades all traces of that village, except a 

small church and school and a f'ew farm house s, have been obli tera

ted. In other ways, too, changes in the landscapes on the city 

site have been both sweeping and rapid; for example, even in the 

central area (the least urbanised part of the city:) pasture pad

docks on either side of the Molonglo River have been transformed 

into recreation fields, and parklands with spacious gardens and 

lawns set amid a network of avenues lined with exotic and indi-

genous trees and shrubs. Nor have the changes ended yet, for co

incident with the cHyls particularly rapid growth since 1945 

at a rate much greater than any other centre on the Tablelands, 

including Goulburn - its suburban growth is causing the built-up 

limits to be extended widely in the north, the southeast and the 
1 

southwest. 

Canberra's origin is rooted in the political and com

mercial rivalries that troubled the relations of colonial Victoria 

and New South Wales, and in consequence political factors were 

involved equally as much in the selection of its general location 

as landscape values were in the selection of its specific site. 

1 
Some aspects of the growth of Canberra as expressed by the 

changes in its population are considered in APpendix 9. 
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The city is where it is principally because Victoria insisted, 

as one of the terms on which it would enter into a federation, 

that the national capital should be built no nearer than 100 

miles from Sydney, though under pressure from New South Wales it 

agreed grudgingly that the city should be in the latter State: on 

aesthetic grounds and :t'or practical considerations, the particu

lar site was selected because of the physical advantages which it 

and its surroundings offered for the building of a large and dig

nified city. 

The Paysical Setting and the Site Factor 

The limits of the city enclose about 12 square miles of 

land around the Molonglo River in the northeast of the Australian 

Capital Territory, an area of 940 square miles ceded to the 

Commonwealth by New South Wales and vested in it on and from 

January 1st, 1911. 

The Site, which may be described as a lake-plain in a 

maturely-dissected topography, consists of a plain interspersed 

with low knolls lying about 1,900 feet above sea level, but inside 

and outside the city boundaries there are many rounded residual 

hills rising a few hundred feet above the general level: near the 

city they stand out as isolated cones, but to the north and east 

they form l'idges in which rounded hills al ternste with saddles • 

. At about 20 miles to the east and west, respecttvely, 

of the City, the hill-and-plain topography is replaced by higher 

country composed of several sets of north-south ranges: those ly

ing east from the city rise from 3,000-4,000 feet above the sea, 



but along the western boundary 01' the Australian Capital Territory 

the ranges are somewhat higher, such as the Tidbinbilla (to 

5,000+ feet) and Bimberi (6,000+ feet). 

Except for a few, but generally slight, modifications, 

Canberra's development is proceeding along the lines indicated by 

the city plan (Fig.28), gazetted in 1925 by the Federal Capital 

Commission, a statutory body entrusted with the early stages of 

city building: essentially, this plan retains the form in which 

it was finally modified by its author, Walter Burley Griffin. 

Griffin's plan for developing the city was devised to 

gain the maximum advantage from the topography of' the si te, and 

wherever possible he used the western boundary ranges of the 

Territory as a scenic background. The rounded residual hills en

circling the natural amphitheatre of the city site were planned 

to be the end pOints of vistas from within the city, and many of 

the lower knolls in the city area served Griffin as sites for 

public buildings; because all are gently sloping he was also able 

to uSe them as terminal pOints for major city roads. The compe-
1 

tition for a city design required that a major water feature be 

1 
In its original form, Griff'in's plan had won first prize (£A 1750) 

in a competition conducted by the Commonwealth Government. The 
competition was international, but not world-wide, because the 
Royal Institute of British Architects, supported by the Institution 
of Engineers, advised their affiliated associations throughout 
the British Empire not to participate in it; exception was taken 
to a clause in the oonditions which provided for the winning de
sign to be selected by a political and teohnioal instead of' a 
wholly teohnioal panel of judges. 





included, as an ornamentation to the city, and Griffin planned 

that this should take the form of a chain of lakes and water-

basins in the open Molonglo valley in the centre of the city site. 

Long before Griffin had minutely examined the details 

of its topography so that he could draw up his plan, the city site 

had been the scene of two pre-city phases of settlement - the 

initial pastoral occupation of the area, followed later, by the 

growth of a small rural hamlet, both of which conformed in most 

respects with contemporary settlements of a similar type in col

onial Australia. 

Settlement Evolution on the Canberra Site (Figs.29-32) 

Soon after the Canberra Plains (originally called the 

Limestone Plains) were discovered in 1820, they were settled by 

pastoralists, and by the 1830's nearly all the land for many miles 

around that was suitable in any way for farming had been alien

ated from the Crown. Most of the earliest settlers, however, 

were tenant farmers or overseer managers, for, until the late 

1830's, few of the owners were actually resident on the land, 

principally acquired by grant and occasionally by purchase. 

The pastoral settlement, which soon became known as 
1 

Canberry, consisted of a handful of dispersed farm houses, whose 

few inhabitants were beset by many difficulties, including raids 

1 
"Canberra" was adopted as the official name after it had been 

proclaimed by Lady Denman at a ceremony on the city site on 12th 
March, 1913. 
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on their homes and stock from time to time by bushrangers inhabi

ting the mountains west of the Murrumbidgee River, and a series 

of floods and minor droughts which culminated in the severe gene

ral drought between 1838-42 responsible for the colony wide de

pression of 1841-43. 

During the 1840's, an Anglican church and a church 

school and library were built at Limestone Plains, and with the 

church serving as a nucleating force the outlines of a small ham

let began to take shape. In the 1860's it contained a store and 

a post office (opened 1863), but like the rest of the Southern 

Tablelands its inhabitants were harassed in many ways: for 

example, by shortages of rural labour caused by the gold rushes of 

the 1850's and 1860's, by a recrudescence of bushranging follow

ing the rushes to the Southern Goldfields, by severe droughts in 

the 1860's and again in the 1880's and 1890's, by major floods 

during the 1860's, and by the continuing isolation of the settle

ment from the mainsprings of colonial life and activity in Sydney. 

Some idea of this isolation may be gauged f'rom the fact that the 

time of transit f'or mails going to Sydney was 54 hours, reduced 

to 38 hours in 18b6; at present the best time by rail is 41 hours 

by Diesel train, by air one hour, and there are 7 flights in and 

8 flights out per day. 

But for the historical accident of' the inter-colonial 

rivalry of' Victoria and New South Wales which led to the build

ing of' Canberra, there are few grounds to suppose that the status 
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and the form of the original hamlet of Canberry would have been 

muoh altered during the present oentury. 

After Federation the inter-oolonial rivalries persisted 

as inter-State rivalriee, and even now, more than fifty years 

after Federation, the embers of that feud glow fitfully on oooa

sions. It is not surprising, therefore, that every stage in the 

development of Canberra - from the oonceiving of the oity, to the 

seleotion of its site, and to the actual building of the city -

has been aocompanied by discord of some kind. 

Oompromise olauses in the Commonwealth Constitution Act 

(1900), provided for a capital city to be established in New 

South Wales, in a Commonwealth Terri tory to be handed over by 

that State, at a distance of not less than 100 miles from Sydney, 

but until the new seat of government was made ready Parliament 

was to oontinue sitting in Melbourne. Differences then arose 

concerning the Site, and later the plan, to be selected. As many 

as 37 different sites were suggested for the capital city, but 

when the Federal Parliament passed the Seat of Government Act 

(1908), the Yass-Canberra site was chosen in place of one at 

Dalgety which had been selected under a similar Act in 1904. 

That the Government of New South Wales should compel 

the Federal Government to abandon its choice of the Dalgety site, 

already on the statute, demonstrated the extraordinary lengths to 

which the politiCians of the day permitted their feelings of 
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inter-State rivalry to carry them. Before the Act naming Dalgety 

as the site for a capital was passed in 1904, some politicians in 

New South Wales were strongly opposed to it on the grounds that 

it was too far beyond the statutory distance from Sydney, and be

cause it was so inaccessible that the cost of building a railway 

to it from Sydney would be prohibitive (to-day the nearest point 

on the Sydney-Bambala railway is less than 20 miles from Dalgety!). 

After the Act was passed the State Government objected to the 

measure on the grounds that the Federal Parliament had not re

stricted its choice to one of the three sites offered to it, at 

Tumut, Lyndhurst and Yass, and also because an area of 900 square 

miles was being claimed for a territory containing the seat of 

government when the State was not prepared to hand over more than 

200 square miles. It refused to cede land around the Dalgety 

site, and obstructed the Federal Government's idea of developing 

a capital there, by invoking the Commonwealth constitution and 

claiming that section 125, relating to the location of the capi

tal and the extent Of' its territory, had been broken by the 1904 

Act, which was therefore unconstitutional. 

Canberra's selection was confirmed by the passing of 

the Seat of Government Acceptance Act (1911), by which time the 

1 
Cf. F. Watson, A Brief History of Canberra, Canberra, 1927, pp. 

99-131; also L.F. Fitzhardinge, 'In Search of a Capital City' in 
Canberra. A Nation's Capital, A.N.Z.A.A.S. Handbook for Canberra 
Meeting, 1954, pp.1-13. 



. Commonwealth Government had succeeded in securing a larger area 

for the Federal Territory than New South Wales was prepared to 

give originally. 

Many different designs were then proposed for the city, 

but ultimately in 1913 Griffin's plan was selected, and after he 

had modified it on the ground in 1916, c tty building began, only 

to be suspended from 1917 to 1920 on account of World War I. 

Building operations were resumed 1921-26, and a skeleton city was 

built ready for occupation by the first parliament to assemble 

there in 1927: during this stage of its life, Canberra, apart from 

the buildings under construction, consisted of several large "can

vas towns" disposed through the city area; the principal of these 

were the "White City" (a large camp on the Australian National 

University site at Acton), another large canp at Westlake, a 
1 

horse-pugs' camp (at Riverside, near Barton) and call1ps beside the 

power-house at Kingston, near the brickworks at yarralumla, and 

on the northean Side of the river. 

Except during the depression years of the early 1930's, 

city building has continued since 1927, though its growth has 

been most marked since 1945 (Figs.29-32). To some extent, however, 

the City's rapid growth in recent years has been unbalanced, for, 

though many new blocks of government offices and residences and 

some large hostels have been built, little leeway has been made in 

reducing the long list of people waiting to obtain accommodation, 

1 
The term is eguivalent to 'horse-lines' used in describing mili

tary camps. 
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commercial premises have not been erected in anything like the 

numbers needed for the expanding population, and the inhabitants 

are feeling the pinch in other directions because of a big lag 

in the building of service institutions - such as schools which 

fall below present needs and much below what will be required in 

the near future, even discounting the large influx of public 

servants which will follow the transfer of several departments 

from Melbourne. 

To a considerable extent the city has grown up by the 

building of a section (or sections) particularly in one piece as 

it were. This raises the question "How does the actual layout 

of the city differ from its planned layout?" Its answer demands 

a further investigation of the plan. 

The Morphology of the City; (Figs. 28,33 '-34) 

Griffin chose Mount Ainslie, Red Hill, Capital Hill, 

Black Mountain and Mount Pleasant as the key points in his plan. 

From Red Hill he projected his Land Axis (which served as the 

major city axis) northeast to Mount Ainslie, passing through 
1 

Capital Hill (near the site of the permanent Parliament House, 

and, therefore, the focal point of the city). Across this he 

projected two minor city axes - a Water Axis, projected southeast 

from Black Mountain to intersect the major axis at a point about 

1 
The existing Parliament House is a provisional one which will be 

used as government of'f'ices when the future permanent House is 
built. 
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halrway between Red Hill and Mount Ainslie, and a parallel 

Municipal Axis, projected northwest rrom Mount Pleasant to pass 

through the civic centre (Fig.28). Both rorm right angles at 

their points or intersection with the land axis. Capital Hill 

was planned to be the point of convergence of the city's main 

traffic arteries, each 200 reet wide. 

Around the three central axes Griffin planned for a 

balanced concentration of urban cells in which the streets rormed 

the blocks into varied geometrical shapes, these were to be arti

culated according to the respective runction of each, but the 

whole was to be integrated by a largely radial system or through

ways. There were to be a national and a civic centre in the 

heart or the city, around which the residential suburbs, each with 

its own local shops, were to be built. Provision was also made 

ror an industrial area and ror railway marshalling yards north or 

the civic centre, in what is the present division or Dickson. 

The national centre - the administrative section or the city was 

to contain the public buildings, placed symmetrically across the 

major city axis, south of the river. These buildings were to be in 

a parkland setting in rront of the permanent Parliament House, but 

their height was to be restricted so that none could obstruct the 

view from Parliament House of the Australian War Memorial on the 

lower slopes of Mount Ainslie, which Griffin intended as the site 

of a National Memorial. The civic centre, the principal commer

cial area and the seat of municipal government, was to be located 
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on a low knoll (Vernon) on the northern side or the river, oppo

site the national centre. The central water basins between them, 

to be crossed by a broad highway passing over a high-level bridge, 

were to be large enough to separate these two functional parts of 

the city into distinct urban groupings. The design of the resi

dential sections of the city allowed for indefinite suburban ex

pansion, with no major engineering problems to be overcome in the 

laying of pipe-lines for water-supply and drainage and sewerage 

services. 

Griffin's plan has been varied most significantly by 

the abandoning of his proposals for a city railway and for railway 

marshalling yards and an industrial area at Dickson; also, by 

changes that have been made in his projected lake system, by the 

re-designing of the layout Of some of the newer residential sub

urbs, and by reductions in the widths of some streets, such as 

Majura Avenue reduced from 200 feet to 100 feet. Though these 

changes strongly aifect some parts 01' the city, they do not depart 

radically from the main features and principles of Griffin's plan 

except perhaps for the proposed major changes in the water feat

ures of the central area; the differences between the planned 

and actual layouts result mainly from the way in which city build

ing has progressed to date, and from several urban developments 

which might be regarded as natural in that they were corollaries 

of certain phases or Canberra's growth. 

As yet, the building intended to serve as the permanent 

home of the legislature has not been built between the existing 
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Parliament House and Capital Hill, and in consequence the latter 

has failed to become the focal point of the oi ty. Indeed, the 

geographical centre of the city as developed is a tract of alluvial 

land along the Molonglo River in front of Parliament House, a.nd 

about halfway between Red Hill and the existing Civic Centre (it

self just north of Grit'fin' s civic focus on Vernon). This strip 

of riverside land - used in part for growing fodder crops and for 

some market gardening - and its encompassing belts of parks and 

gardens constitute the city's "open heart", a strange contrast to 

the built-up core of closely agglomerated shops, offices and ware

houses usually found in a city. Around this inner zone of open 

spaces there is a zone of puplic buildings (Parliament House, the 

National Library, Albert Hall, the Community Hospital a.nd govern

ment offices), with the buildings dispersed in the suburbs of 

Barton and Acton and in Civic Centre; also an outer residential 

zone containing some small commercial cells and a few minor indus

tries, mostly of a service type except at Kingston and Causeway 

where there are some industries of a heavier type. Pasturing and 

some minor farming activities are practised near the city's mar

gins, inside and outside it boundaries (Fig.34). 

In actu!:!l fact, though Gri1'fin' s major axes are clear 

on the map and even on the ground, their only Significance is 

that they provide, on paper, the framework for the deSign and, on 

the ground, vistas. The true axis of the city's life is, and 

will probably always remain, the north-south road between Civic 
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Centre and the governmental centre. To the north this is con

tinued by Northbourne Avenue, which by leading to the Federal 

Highway and the Yass-Melbourne road is the land entry from all 

State capitals; to the south it is continued with a southeast

erly slant, towards Queanbeyan, and through the commercial centre 

of Kingston and the industrial centre near the railway station at 

Causeway, where development has been rapid during recent years. 

This pull of the north-south axis of the city's business life 

and activities towards the southeast is likely to become more 

marked in the future, because most of the industries at Kingston 

and Causeway are to be transferred to Molonglo, about halfway 

between Canberra and Queanbeyan. To date, Griffin's water and 

municipal axes have no significance except for planning purposes; 

gazetted modifications of the city lake scheme (principally, the 

dropping of West Lake) do not ostenSibly interfere in any way 

with a series of central water basins projected for fUture devel

opment between an East Lake and a West Lake originally planned, but 

no moves have been made yet for their construction. The munici

pal axis is even less realistically related to city life, for, 

Canberra, administered as it is by the Department of the Interior 

with its headquarters at Acton, may be said to have no municipal 

existence. The Civic Centre that has developed is an administra

tive-commercial cell, built north of the open spaces on Vernon on 

Griffin's municipal axis. 

Though Griffin planned for an industrial area and railway 
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marshalling yards at Dickson, on what was to be the Canberra City 

section of a Yass-Queanbeyan railway, industry has not developed 

on his planned site because the city railway scheme has been 

abandoned. Instead, a small industrial area, containing many 

services rather than industries, has been established just north 

of Civic Centre in the residential suburb of Braddon, and a more 

important industrial concentration has grown at Kingston and 

Causeway beside the existing railway terminus. There was no pro

vision for this in Griffin's plan, but it is a normal building 

development that is a natural response to the railway transport 

arrangements of the city. The city's planning authorities have 

recognised the need for an industrial area of its type in Canberra, 

and the projected transfer of the Kingston and Causeway industries 

to Molonglo is intended to prevent it from interfering unduly 

with the planned development of the administrative and residen

tial areas. 

Because Canberra's plan departs so radically from the 

standard grid characterising the layout of' most Australian towns, 

its aspect is in many respects unique in the continent and calls 

for special comment. 

The Urban Asnect of Canberra 

The conceiving of Canberra as a gardened city, distinct 

from a garden city, and the resulting provision on a lavish scale 

of parks, gardens and recreational fields, and broad tree- and 

shrub-lined verges along nearly all its roads, gives the city an 
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air of' unusual expansiveness. This has been accentuated still 

further by the way in which city building has progressed to date, 

for, in opposition to departmental Officials who strove for an 

initial concentration of' building on the south side of' the 

Molonglo River, Griffin made an early start on the building of 

Civic Centre as well; from these original urban nuclei, three 

miles apart, settlement has spread outwards, but with little in

filling of the land between them. Moreover, land in the early

developed residential areas was generously subdivided to provide 

large building lots, many half an acre or more, thus causing these 

suburbs to have low densities of population which contrast sharply 

f'rom the high densities now found in some of the outer suburbs 

(Fig.35) where the Sizes of the building lots have been delibera-
1 

tely made smaller. 

1 
Residential densities shown in Fig.35 are defined as: 

Net Residential Density is the average number of' persons per acre, 
comprising the land within the curtilage of' the dwellings, access 
or internal roads together with halt' the fronting area of' main 
roads where the latter are contiguous to the residential property. 
(In cases where the boundary avenues are not devoted to internal 
circulation alone, only 50 feet width of' the f'ronting area is in
cluded. ) 
Gross Residential Density is the average number of persons per 
acre of' a neighbourhood, that is, it covers both residential areas 
and amenity reservations providing for a degree of' self-contain
ment dependent on the number of people served. 
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This measure has been introduced in order to help remove 

some of the many difficulties created for the city's inhabitants 

by its spaciousness. Dispersion of the three main business 
1 

centres often results in long and protracted shopping excursions, 

in some instances amounting to several miles. Moreover, distances 

between suburbs on opposite sides of the city often seem to be 

greater than they really are because so much of the cent.ral area 

still consists of open spaces, for, in addition to the permanent 

parklands, there are also large tracts of' vacant land ear-marked 

for future public buildings. Nor is the factor of distance be

coming less significant in the life of the city as it grows, for, 

since Australians generally dislike living in communal type build

ings, the residential suburbs are being rapidly expanded to the 

1 
These are Kingston and Manuka about a mile apart on the south 

side of the Molonglo River and Oivic Oentre, about three miles 
away from both, on the northern side. Because the individual 
shopping centres lack the variety of f'acilities that are afforded 
by one large and central shopping area, a shopper may in some 
cases be forced to visit all three in order to satisfy his shop
ping needs. This entails loss of time and money (bus fares or 
petrol). 
Current commercial building expansion will help to alleviate this 
problem and expansions to existing shopping blocks at Oivic Oentre, 
Kingston and Manuka will shift the proportion of shopping facili
ties between the two sides of the city. 
At present 36% of the City's shopping facilities are at Civic, 46% 
at Kingston-Manuka, and 1~~ in suburban shopping areas. When cur
rent expansion programmes are completed Oivic will have 49% of all 
shopping facilities, Kingston-Manuka 3~~, and suburban centres 
14%. 
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city's outer limits as large numbers of villas spring up, almost 

overnight, on whole sections of newly-subdivided land: this feature 

of the city's growth has been responsible for the sizes of the 

individual building allotments in the new suburbs being reduced, in 

consequence of the greater costs involved in providing water and 

electricity supplies and sewerage services through constantly 

widening circles of built-up areas well away from the city's 

centre. 

For visitors to Canberra, and even for many residents of 

the city the inconveniences caused by space do not end there, 

because: 

"The situation is not helped by the extraordinary 
difficulty of finding one's way about, especially 
after dark; this is most acute in the 'circles' 
area of Forrest, where the numerous flat inter
sections of curves of wide radius must have been 
responsible for the loss of thousands of gallons 
of petrol, not to mention time, and temper, spent 
in gOing round in small circles. IIi 

The planned development of' the city's landscapes, 

characterised by the planting of many exotic trees and shrubs of 

deciduous habit in addition to indigenous evergreen species, has 

contributed much to the individuality of Canberra's aspect. The 

growth cycles of the deciduous trees are particularly important 

in this respect because of the striking and colourful contrasts 

which they produce in the city's landscapes throughout the year, 

in. consequence of which, too, the residents are perhaps more 

sensible of a .distinctly seasonal rhythm than is the case at any 

1 
O.H.K. Spate, A.N.Z.A.A.S. Canberra Handbook, 1954, loco cit., 

p.232. 



other place in Australia, even though Canberra's climate is less 

varied seasonally than that of many other localities in the con

tinent. The more significant seasonal changes in the weather 

and the landscapes of the city may be summarised briefly as 

follow: 

In Spring, the city is blazoned with surges of colour 
as almond, prunus, peach, hawthorn and other deciduous 
trees burst into blossom in turn, and as willows, 
elms, poplars, planes and other trees take on their 
spring foliage; air and ground temperatures rise 
slightly, though cold, and often constant, winds from 
the west may keep them low; and frosts usually abate 
in frequency and in severity. 

In Summer, temperatures are usually moderate to high; 
the Canberra "sea breeze" blows with fair constancy 
after most hot days; summer drought conditions mani
fest themselves in the dying off of natural grasses 
in the city's open spaces, and, when the droughts are 
severe, in the wilting even of large exotic trees; 
the city and surrounding districts are enveloped at 
times by dust hazes from inland dust storms, and more 
often by thick smoke hazes from bushfires in the 
nearby ranges; and, on occasions, the risk of bush 
and grass fires in the city area becomes high. 

In Autumn, Canberra often experiences bright and sunny 
days with remarkably clear air; colour changes (brilli
ant golds and crimsons) occur in some deciduous trees 
in early autumn; "fall II becomes more than an American 
peculiarity of speech (as it is to most Australians) 
when leaf litter begins to accumulate in the streets 
and gardens; temperature readings drop appreCiably, and 
there are usually heavy morning dews, with occasional 
frosts; and just before the onset of the cold winter 
many native birds, such as currawongs, lowries and 
parrakeets migrate from the high ranges in the west, 
either to the city or through the city on their way 
to the lower coastal lands. 

In Winter, the deciduous vegetation within the city 
presents a gaunt and naked aspect; low temperatures are 
general and heavy frosts occur frequently; on some days 
dense and frosty fogs may persist well into the 
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afternoon; snow is usually visible on the western boundary 
ranges of the Australian Capital Territory, 30 miles 
away, for several months; cold and biting winds blow 
fairly regularly from the snow-capped ranges making 
conditions unpleasant in the city; snow-flakes usually 
fall in the city on at least several occasions each 
winter, and in some years falls are sufficiently heavy 
to form a complete ground cover. 

Though the urban aspect of Canberra as a whole is "dif

ferent", its public and private buildings nevertheless conform 

fairly closely wi th the pattern generally found in other Australian 

cities and towns, except also perhaps that it contains more "tem

porary" and "provisional" buildings; the standards of many of 

these buildings fall below those originally intended for Canberra, 

certainly far below those in keeping with its dignity as a planned 

national capital. 

Concerning the public architecture of Canberra, it has 

been said, that it 

1 

" • ••• reflects current Australian artistic attitudes a 
little too faithfully: one has the impression of a 
desire to be modern but not to take any risks. There 
are thus few, if any, really bad buildings; but on 
the other hand there are few that are really impres
sive. Typical also is the emphasis on horizontal 
lines, which fit well enough into the setting but need 
a little more relief than they get. "2 

These affect the city's transport arrangements to some extent by 
causing tne Canberra airport to be closed for varying periods, on 
the average of about 3 or 4 days in each of the winter months. 

2 
O.H.K. Spate, ~. p.236. 
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and concerning the domestic buildings, that 

"The private houses of Canberra also conform to the 
general Australian pattern in that there is practi
cally no residential street architecture of the 
European type; instead there are dets.ched houses in a 
broad mesh of suburban roads. Except in the raw new 
areas there are only a few streets in which houses are 
more conspicuous than vegetation: for example, 
Bougainville Street behind Manuka shopping centre, or 
the parts of Canberra and Ainslie avenues bordered by 
two storey blocks of' flats. Elsewhere trees and 
shrubs are dominant. "1 

The face of Canberra is changing rs.pidly, and even 

greater changes may be expected in the fUture, if only as a re

sult of the momentum gained in the city's present rate of growth, 

but, though the existing pattern of residential expansion is 

likely to be repeated in the outer suburbs as yet undeveloped, the 

most significant changes for the life of the city as a whole will 

perhaps result when large. tracts of land now lying vacant in the 

central area are used for projected public buildings. The con

struction of these buildings and the general development of the 

inner part of the city will depend to a large extent, of cour'se, on 

the steps taken to give Canberra a stronger identity as the 

national capital - an identity that will become complete only 

when all the executive branches of the federal administration are 

concentrated in the city. ThiS, naturally, raises the question 

"How does Canberra function now as an urban centre?" 

The City's Functions 

As the political cs.pi tal of' Australia Canberra is pri

marily an administrative city; it has also a much less important 

1 
.!!l,!g, p. 237. 
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function as a resort centre for tourists attracted by its national 

institutions and gardened landscapes. 

During recent years it has gained popularity as a meet

ing place for governmental, academic and other conferences, and 

this function is becoming increasingly important; to a minor de

gree also, small-scale industry (internally-directed and serving 

purely local needs) and an unusual form of local administration 

are additional functions of Canberra: all are ancillary to govern

ment, and, except tourism, comparatively insignificant. 

Quite apart from its specialised function and the other 

ways in which its urban geography differs from that of neighbour

ing centres, Canberra stands out clearly an anomaly as a local 

service centre on the Southern Tablelands, for unlike the service 

towns it has but a small urban field, and exc~pt for a couple of 

minor services its influence is insignificant outside the ~ityts 

boundaries. The specie.l circumstances surrounding its establish

ment and the way in which it has developed up to the present time 

have doubtless been responsible for its inability to impose com

mercial and administrative suzerainty over neighbouring a~eas and 

centres and so acquire an urban field for itself, commensurate 

with its size, in the way that Goulburn and all the eervice towns 

have done. 

To explain thiS, we may consider: first, that Canberra 

is not a natural urban growth, in that it did not grow up in re

sponse to the needs of the local environment, and from the 



beginning has been developed primarily as a centre of government, 

with little regard being given to the promoting of any function 

other than federal administration; secondly, that the city's 

field of local administration has been narrowly circumscribed 

from the outset by the boundaries of the Australian Capital 
-

Terri tory, which run close to Canberra and cut it off from the 

relatively closely settled Yass-Gunning area; thirdly, that in 

the initial stages of its growth the city was forced to depend 

absolutely on Queanbeyan for its existence, and fourthly, that in 

consequence of' its specialised function and because of severe 

"growing pains" (expressed, f'or instance, in an inadequacy of 

commercial facilities and other services for its own rapidly

growing population) the city has not been able to compete effect

ively against the other towns as a local service centre. 

On the reverse Side, however, evidence that Canberra's 

governmental and auxiliary functions are growing more important 

seems to suggest that the city is slowly evolving as a political 

capital along the lines that were originally intended for its 

development, though, as yet, it still remains a very immature 

capital city, if judged by generally accepted standards. QUite 

apart from the big discrepancy in the size of Canberra compared 

with the sizes of other capitals, much of its executive authority 

still remains delegated away from it in Melbourne where some 

important government departments, such as Defence, Civil Aviation, 

Supply and Shipping, and National Development, still have their 



headquarters; moreover, far from being the main centre of cul-

tural leadership in Australia, the city plays a most insignifi

cant role in this respect espeCially so compared with the older 

State capitals like Sydney and Melbourne which continue to be the 

major repositories and channelling houses of external cultural 
1 

influences. 

The progressive transfers of more branches of the 

federal administration from Melbourne into a large block of build

ings near the existing Parliament House, scheduled for completion 

in several stages wi thin the next few years, are a practical step 

towards giving Canberra stronger identity as a centre of govern-

ment (cf. P.91). 

Signs that the city was beginning to mature as a poli

tical capital first became evident during World War II largely 

because of the interest that came to be focussed on the federal 

legislature during that national emergency, when the people of 

Australia felt impelled to take a greater interest in the actions 

of their parliament than they had ever done previously: apart 

from the momentous issues involved in the central direction of 

Australia's war effort from Canberra, this interest was still 

more concentrated on the capital after emergency regulations 

affecting the daily lives of all Australians, such as rationing 

1 . 
Cf. O.H.K. Spate, 'Factors in the Development of Capital Cities', 

Geogr. Rev., Vol. XXXII, 1942, pp.622-631, for a discussion of 
these and other qualities postulated as being characteristic of 
capital ci ti$s. 
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and price control, began to be formul.ated in and applied from the 

city. 

In the later war years, and since then, Canberra has 

also gained some political prestige in consequence of an increase 

in the number of ambassadorial and diplomatic links with other 

countries, while further evidence that the city is maturing as a 

capital in the political sense is to be found in the setting up 

there of central secretariats of bodies like the Associated 

Chambers of Commerce, the Associated Chambers of Manufacture and 

industrial unions and organisations. 

The lack of balance, produced in large measure by the 

, high degree of specialisation of its governmental function, is 

not without many disadvantages for Canberra and its people, and 

not the least of these is the absence of diversified forms of 

employment for the city's riSing generations, since, at present, 

there is little scope for jobs except in the public service or 

the building trs.des. 

In 1955, a general inquiry into the development of 
1 

Canberra was made by a Senate Select Committee, and among other 

things much publicity was given to the problems caused by the 

city's lack of' funct ional balance, and to the considering of ways 

1 
The Committee (seven senators) was appointed, 11th November, 

1954, "to inquire into and report upon the development of Canberra 
in relation to the original plan and subsequent modifications, and 
matters incidental thereto." It reported to the Senate on 
1st October, 1955. 
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a'nd means of overcoming them. As represented in the evidence 

given before the Oommittee. there was a general consensus of 

opinion, in both official circles (for example, the Town Planning 

Section of' the Department of the Interior. and the Oanberra 

Branch of the Department of National Development) and in non

of:t'icial. that the city urgently needs more diverse functions 

than it now possesses, and to achieve this. possible ways and 

means of developing Oanberra in the future as a more important 

national service centre and as a regional service centre are 

being scouted. 

In order to broaden the scope and the basis of Oanberra's 

functions as a national centre it was suggested that this will 

,be achieved principally through the enlarged federal administra

tion which will obtain when the eXisting government departments 

in Melbourne are transferred to Canberra. though post-graduate 

education at the Australian National University, greatly expanded 

tourist activities. and the develqpment of Oanberra as a national 

centre by non-governmental organisations (educational. religious, 

and business) were also suggested as supplementary functions 

likely to achieve this end. 

For the purpose of trying to promote Canberra's develop

ment as a regional service centre. the following were put forward 

as possible avenues of development suitable for fUrther investiga

tion: the fostering of selected industries in the Australian 

Oapital Territory, the development of an efficient transport web 
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for the Southern Tablelands centred on Canberra, the encourage

ment of commercial enterpx'ise to promote Canberra's development 

as a retail trading centre, the enla.rgement of Canberra's field 

of educational and health services, the more effective use of 

the land and the natural resources of' the Austrs.lian Capital 

Territory, the furthering of the city's social and cultural 

development with an eye to attracting additional tourist business, 

and the deliberate encouragement of a regional consciousness with 

a focus on Canberra a:nong the people of southeastern New South 

Wales by means of propaganda through the city's broadcasting 

stations which now provide regional programmes. 

Each of' these measures, if followed, would no doubt 

cause some benefits at least to accrue to Canberra, though it seems 

improbable that the desired result could be achieved; after all, 

towns normally grow up as regional service centres to fulfil the 

needs of their local environments, and are by no mea.ns necessarily 

tra.nsformed into such after starting life with an entirely dif

ferent purpose. Moreover, this problem of Canberra's possible 

development as a regional centre is made all the more complex by 

di~'f'iculties of other sorts, such as the leeway it would have to 

make up and the opposition it would have to surmount in estab

lishing itself as a comuercial centre in competition with Goulburn, 

now firmly entrenched as the major retailing centre for much of 

the Southern Tablelands, and not likely to yield any part of its 

urban field without a stern struggle; also, the conflicts that 
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would inevitably arise between Federal and State political inter-

ests 11' any expansion of Canberra's field of local administration 

outside the Australian Capital Territory was mooted - conflicts 

that are now prevented from breaking out only by the firmness of 

the territorial boundary as a line of administrative division. 

Further, it seems certain that if any such expansion was attempted 

the Commonwealth Government would be brought into conflict with 

the State Governments by spending in this way federal money (con

tributed by the States indirectly). 

In some ways, Canberra's functions may well become more 

varied. If the city's present rate of growth is continued it 

:should have a population of about 70-75,000 in about 15 years, and 

probably about 100,000 by the end of the century, and it is 

reasonable to assume that such concentrations of people would be 

SUfficient to provide a market for, and stimulate the natural 

growth of miscellaneous minor industries. Almost certainly 

Canberra is likely to develop as a much more important tourist 

centre than it is now, since tourism is, to a large extent, an 

ancillary function of all national capitals: as yet this is the 

only minor urban function to be grafted successfully on Canberra's 
1 

central and major fUnction of govex'nment all the others have been 

1 
The Director of the Canberra Tourist Bureau, in eVidence submit

ted to the Senate Select Committee on Canberra, estimated that 
tourists to the city increased from about 100,000 in 1938/39 to 
about 250,000 in 1954/55, and that their business was worth about 
£1t million in the last fiscal year. In the Director's words, 
however, the estimate is only an "informed guess". . 
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indifferent "buddings". 

To promote the city's development as a health service 

centre, plans have been prepared providing for an increase in 

accommodation at Canberra Community Hospital from the existing 

200 beds to a maximum of 650 beds, which will also involve exten

sion of the eXisting hospital buildings. An earlier proposal for 

three new suburban hospitals in Canberra, and a sanatorium in 

nearby hills, was rejected by federal health and administrative 

Officials as impracticable and uneconomic. 

Industries likely to be suggested for future develop

ment in Canberra are expected to be minor ones of a light nature. 

and in this connection it is of interest to note that the 

Oommonwealth Government has paramount rights over the States for 

electricity generated in the Snowy Mount-ains power scheme; the 

first "block" of power became available from the Guthega-Munyang 

project in the upper Snowy Valley in February, 1955, but power 

is not likely to be cheaper than that supplied at present by the 

Southern Electricity Supply SYstem of New South Wales. 

Local administration in Canberra is as yet a function 

of the Commonwealth Department of the Interio~ which may or may 

not heed the advice of a partly-elected body, the Australian 

Capital Territory Advisory Oounci1, containing five members elec

ted by adult suffrage, and four members appointed by the 

Government.. In this, the city contrasts with Gou1burn, Yass, 

Oooma, and Queanbeyan, which have democratically elected 
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aldermanic councils with at least some measure of local autonomy. 

In many ways Queanbeyan plays an important part in the 

life and the functioning of Canberra, but since this chapter is 

concerned primarily in considering Canberra as an extra

hierarchical centre on the Southern Tablelands, the symbiotic 

relationship between these centres is examined in the study of 

Queanbeyan. 
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CHAPTER VI 

GOULBURN - THE URBAN PRIMATE 

Though now displaced as the largest population centre 

on the Southern Tablelands as a result of Oanberra's particularly 

rapid growth since 1947, Goulburn still stands out undisputedly 

as the primate of' the local urban hierarchy, with its regional 

importance and influence clearly transcending those of the 

federal city and all the other centres. 

As a commercial and service centre, it assumed urban 

leadership at an early stage in the development of the Southern 

Tablelands, partly because of adventitious, though perhaps inevi

table, circumstances, such as the re-dil'ecting of the Great South 

Road in the 10}0's (Ohapter II), but primarily because of the 

advantages of its location: besides occupying the logical site 

for a main gateway centre on the Tablelands and being near the 

centre of a broad and open saddle of productive agricultural land 

between the Central and Southern Tablelands, Goulburn had the 

good fortune to grow up on the major routeway of the continent, 

that followed by the main road and railway from Sydney to 

Melbourne. All this helps to account for the city's development 

into the major transport node on the Tablelands and the principal 

commercial and service centre. 

Except where the dissected topography of the Shoalhaven 

gorges cutsit off abruptly near Bungonia, about 20 miles east of 

the city, Goulburn's urban field extends widely in all directions, 
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the city's influence being heavily stamped on the surrounding 

countryside for more than 60 miles in some directions, indeed, in 

some respects, such as regional administration by Goulburn agen

cies of the State Government, the city's influence penetrates be

yond the Southern Tablelands, into the southern end of' the 

Central Tablelands, and even into districts on the South West 

Slopes and the South Coast. 

Besides providing all the major urban services for most 

of the rural districts of the Tablelands, either directly or 

indirectly through the service towns, Goulburn exacts some tribute 

from Canberra and all the service towns (though its influence on 

Bombala is almost negligible), and its primary urban field con

tains many minor centres, ranging from small but sizeable villages 

like Taralga and Tarago down to tiny hamlets like Pomeroy, 

Windellama and Boro. 

Judged by Australian standards, Goulburn is a large and 

important city, for with a population of 19,187 (provisional) at 

the 1954 census it ranks fourth in size after Broken Hill, 

Maitland, and Wagga Wagga as an inland city in New South Wales, 

and tenth as an inland city in Australia (Appendix 8)= moreover, 

in addition to providing the standard services of a regional 

centre, it is one of the handful of wool-selling centres in the 

Commonwealth, the major Australian store-stock market, and a 

stock-killing centre operating on an interstate basis. It is 

also the principal railway depot (with large workshops and sheds) 
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for the southern part of the State; and as well as being the seat 

of Anglican and Roman Catholic dioceses, it contains large State 

institutions, like Goulburn Gaol and Kenmore Mental Hospital. 

As the city continues to grow its functional importance 

is steadily increasing, for, unlike Canberra which has been expan

ding more rapidly during recent years, its growth has been more 

normal and better balanced in that it has been accompanied by a 

general development of all its established functions: the federal 

city on the other hand, though its future growth seems certain, 

depends so heavily on its governmental function for its progress 

and prosperity that it represents an abnormal and alien form of 

urban development. In effect, too, this means that Goulburn by 

reason of its greater degree of functional balance is more viable 

as a city than Canberra. 

Though Goulburn ranks clearly as the head centre of the 

local hierarchY, it is by no means a dignified primate: its con

ventional and strictly utilitarian street grid does not distin

guish its layout in any way from that of countless other towns in 

Australia; also, its general urban aspect is very ordinary since 

all but a few of its public and domestic buildings lack archi

tectural elegance or distinction. Nor can it be said that the 

face of the city has been improved by the recent urban sprawl on 

its outskirts. 

Except for a few small outlying growths, like Eastgrove 

(east) and the so-called "twin villages", Bradfordville and 
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Kenmore (north), city buildings in Goulburn are compactly agglo

merated around a central business core, as inmost other urban 

centres in Australia: its layout contrasts sharply, therefore, 

with Canberra's even though it is territorially nearly twice as 

large, since its municipal boundaries enclose an area of 13,303 

acres (including nearly 5,000 acres in Bradfordville and Kenmore, 

acquired from Mulwaree Shire Council in 1952) as against the 

7,680 acres in the national capital. This factor of area, however, 

has little or no relevance to the contrasting morphologies of' the 

two centres, and to explain the differences we must look to things 

such as the "normal" development of Goulburn vis a vis the "plan

ned" de.velopment of Canberra, and, perhaps also, to a lesser 

extent, to the local topographical differences of their 

surroundings. 

The P&ysical Setting 

Goulburn, 2,074 feet above sea level, is situated on 

level and gently sloping land beside Mulwaree Creek, near its 

junction with the Wollondilly River, with the northern part of 

the city occupying the peninsula between them near their junction, 

Bradfordville and Kenmore spreading over flat land north of the 

Wollondilly River. 

For many miles around the City, the Tablelands lie be

tween 2,000 and 3,000 feet above the sea. Goulburn itself is 

situated on the Goulburn Plains which are adjoined by similar but 

more extensive plains on the south (Gundary) and southwest 
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(Breadalbane), but to the northeast, north and west the country 

becomes undulating to hilly a short way from the city; in places, 

this hilly country is crossed by ridges, such as the Tarlo Range, 

a few miles north of Goulburn on the road to Taralga, and the 

Oullarin Range to the west, near Gunning. 

The city occupies flat land along the floor of the 

broad mature valley of Mulwaree Oreek and the lower slopes of its 

bounding ridges, which have a north-south trend. The gentler re

lief has been developed mainly on Upper Palaeozoic shales and 

slates, though the residual ridge of Rocky Hill, rising 800 feet 

above the city on the east, contains a large outcrop of massive 

quartzite, and there is a narrow strip of alluvium along Mulwaree 

Oreek. A small flow of Tertiary basalt just outside the city's 

northwestern boundary is the Oity Oouncil's major source of supply 

of road-metal. 

Thus it may be readily appreciated that Goulburn's local 

environment haS not impeded city bui~ding in any way; in conse

quence of the city's growth during the last few years, the newer 

residential suburbs of South Goulburn, West Goulburn, and Garfield 

have been forced to expand over comparatively hilly land, but even 

here the standard street grid has been rigidly followed with no 

inconvenience, except short but relatively steep pinches on a few 
1 

roads. Since Goulburn's urban territory now embraces a large area 

1 
The term "pinch" is still currently used widely in Australia for 

what is more commonly described as "pitch" in parts of England and 
the United States. (See also, footnote P.223). 
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of low relief in Bradfordville and Kenmore, near the city's water 

supply and sewerage treatment works, the need for further residen

tial expansion in the hilly lend to the south and west no longer 

eXists, and the City Council proposes to zone undeveloped areas 

there as a green belt in a town plan, which it will submit to the 

State Department of Local Government, (Fig.36). 

Eastgrove, the city's least attractive residential sub

urb, on flat land east of Mulwaree Creek and below Rocky Hill, is 

handicapped by the local environment more than any other part of 

Goulburn. The suburb has a westerly aspect, and is exposed to 

strong and biting winds in winter, without any protection from 

the low western ridge which gives some shelter to the city proper. 

Occasionally, floods in the Mulwaree Creek flats shut its resi

dents off from the business area, forCing them to reach the city 

from the north by a roundabout journey of 3 to 4 miles over Roc~ 

Hill, as 8.gainst a normal route of a few hundred yards. These 

flats were proclaimed as unfit for building by a Public Health 

Ordinance in 1953, hence Eastgrove cannot be fully integrated 

with the city proper, though the flats themselves now serve as a 

"lung" for the city. 

With few exceptions, the districts immediately surround

ing Goulburn comprise productive agricultural lands of fair to 

very good value, used primarily for grazing; though fodder crop

ping is also a major activity on many parts of the plains south 

and southwest from the city, orcharding is practised in a few 
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small areas east and west from Goulburn, and market-gardening on 

a small scale is carried on over some of the alluvial flats at 

the northern and southern ends of the city. Initially, Goulburn's 

growth as a town was closely linked with, and depended to a large 

extent on, the development and the progress of,farming in these 

districts. 

Evolution of the Citl 

Originating as a small residential settlement for ex

soldiers, but surviving for only a shor·t while as such, Goulburn 

successively became a small and thriving commercial centre for 

its surrounding districts, an episcopal city, an important rail

head which later changed into the main southern railway depot of 

the state, and the major regional service centre for the Southern 

TablelandS: now, as we have seen (P.56), it ranks somewhat higher 

than usual as a regional service centre but fails to make the 

grade of a provincial capital. 

The initial settlement, off'icially proclaimed as "the 

township of Goulburn Plains" by Governor Darling on the 1 st 
1 

October, 1829, was established on a part of the site of the exist-

ing suburb of North Goulburn (Fig.37) the "township" occupying an 

alluvial flat (known for long after as Veterans' Flat) inside a 

bend of the Wollondilly River, just above. the confluence of 

Mulwaree Creek: the settlement formed part of a scheme 1'01' the 

1 
It was thus a "government town", as distinct from a "private 

town" (Appendix 1 0). 
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packing and rolling of stone to form the road from Marulan to 

Goulburn. The building of this road and its extension across the 

Yass Plains and the southwestern districts and ultimately to 

Melbourne, in consequence of which it became the major internal 

land link of' the Colony, and the development of' trafficable routes 

to the rural settlements around the town greatly stimulated 

Goulburn's growth as a business centre. But, as we have seen in 

Chapter II, it grew partly at the expense of Bungonia and other 

staging posts along the original line of road to the south. 

Census figures of the mid-19th century supported by con

temporary descriptions of the town show clearly that Goulburn 

expanded rapidly and that this expansion was matched by increasing 

commercial stability and prosperity. Listed in a census for the 

first time in 1841 as a "new town" with 655 inhabitants, Goulburn 

was credited at subsequent censuses with a population of 1518 in 

1851, 3241 in 1861, and 4453 in 1871 - figures that are given 

added meaning when compared with the accounts of contemporary 

observers, such as Backhouse's description of old and new Goulburn 

of the late 1830's and Jevons' comments on the varied enterprises 

and the prosperous condition of the tOVln in 1858 for exarnple: 

in the late 1830's - "The old town of Goulburn 
consisted of a court house of slabs, covered with 
bark, a lock up house, a few huts occupied by the 
mounted police and constables, a cottage of roughly 
cut timber, and a small inn, affording tolerable 
accommOdation :Lor such a place, as well as a bet
ter house or two at a short distance • • • 

• • • the new township, about a 
mile distant, where a few scattered buildings, of 
brick, and others of wood, had been erected. One 
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been made the centre for a Police District, in 1859 it was pro

claimed as a Municipality, and when the Anglican diocese of 

Goulburn was created by the granting of Royal Letters Patent in 
1 

1865 it was elevated to the rank of an episc09al City. Moreover, 

when the Sydney railway had been built from Sutton Forest to 

Marulan in 1868, and extended to Goulburn in 1869, it becsme an 

important railway centre, with large workshops and housing sheds, 

and the principal depot of' southern inland trade - a position it 

was able to maintain even though it served f'or only a short while 

as a rail-head. 

Naturally, as the city grew big",er and f'unctionally more 

important. its urban inf'luence in the surrounding districts becsme 

stronger, and its urban field stretched out to embrace a region 

extending over most of the Southern Tablelands, not only a district 

as formerly. General improvements in the means of communication 

and extensions of' the road and railway systems on the Southern 

Tablelands resulted in a clearer emphasis on main improved routes, 

and hence a strengthening of' the lines of' the transport mesh 

centred on Goulburn, at the expense of' smaller centres served by 

the preceding less systematic communication pattern. 

By 1881 (census), the city had 6839 inhabitants (5881 

of' whom lived inside the municipal bOllnds-ries), and in the 1891 

T 
R. Wyatt, History of' Goulburn, Municipality of' Goulburn, 1941, 

p.126, claims that it was the last city in the British Empire to 
be elevated in this way, slso, that its proclamation as a city 
under the Crown Lands Act, 1885. was redundant. 
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census the population had increased to 10,916, dropping slightly 

to 10,612 at the 1901 census, partly as an efi'ect of the general 

depression during the 1890's. 

Entries in The Australian Handbook ~rom 1870 to 1906)1 

show that Goulburn's progress till the 1890's was reflected by 

many physical changes in the city caused by the rise of new and 

more varied functional institutions and by big increases in the 

nQrnbers and sizes of' the public and private buildings being erec-

ted in it. In 1874 the city was described as being wall laid out 

with broad thoroughfares crossing each other at right angles, and 

possessing buildings of a substantial character, some of which 

compared f'avourably with those of Sydney, but by 1891 the numbers 

of its public buildings and built-up streets had much increased. 

New buildings added to the city during this period included: 

Anglican and Roman Catholic cathedrals, large churches of several 

denominations, a new hospital (built at a cost of £5,000), a town 

hall, a new gaol costing more than £72,000, a post office (more 

than £16,000), a Mechanics' Institute housing a library of about 

4,000 volumes, three public schools, several private schools, a 

convent, and new public offices (£5,000). Its business area con

tained many shops providing for a Variety of needs, branches of 

nearly all the leading insurance companies in the Colony, branches 

1 
Entitled The Australasian Handbook from 1870-75, but subsequently 

[1876-1906] The Aust'i=alian Handbook, Gordon and Gotch, Sydney, 
"{annual) • 
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of the five leading colonial banks (some in new and large build

ings) and several large hotels. In addition, a large railway 

station and yards (cost, over £12,000) and large engine sheds 

(£10,000) had been built, and the city also contained several im-

portant industrial units, including two tanneries, three 1'lour 

mills and three breweries. 

By 1891, also, Goulburn was connected by railway to 

Sydney (north), Cooma (south) and Albury, Junee and other 1Lowns 

(southwest); coaches ran r8gularly to all the major towns on the 

Southern Tablelands and to smaller centres, like Laggan, Crookwell, 

Wheeo and Mount Costigan, i.n its surrounding districts; and 

three local newspapers (all printed thrice weekly) circulated in 

the city and the areas it served. 

At the opening of this century the city's population 
1 

fell slightly to 10,187 at the 1911 census, but rose sharply to 

12,715 in 1921, increasing further at later censuses to 14,849 in 

1933, 15,991 in 1947, and still more steeply to 19,817 (pro

visional) in 1954. 

After the population increases which have, of course, 

produced some changes in the city's layout, the strengthening of 

1 
The drop in population was not so appreciable as the figure 

seems to suggest, because at and 1'rom the 1911 census the prac
tice was adopted of' recording the population 01' a city or town as 
that of the area inside the municipal boundaries only, the popu
lations of external but integumental areas were excluded. Com
pilations 1'01' the 1921 and later censuses list the populations of 
extra-municipal parts 01' cities, and towns separately from the 
cities and towns. 
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Goulburn's industrial function has been, perhaps, the most inter

esting feature of its evolution over the last two or three decades. 

As we have seen, some industries of a purely local character based 

on the use of local raw materials, such as flour-milling and 

brewing, had been developed during the early phases of town growth, 

and more were established in the latter half of the 19th century; 

but most of Goulburn's existing industries, comprisin", more than 

a score of miscellaneous enterprises, are primarily creations of' 

the last twenty years. During World War II the Commonwealth 

Government set up a small munitions factory in Goulburn as a-step 

in its plan for decentralising minor industries of a strategic 

nature by dispersing them among the inland cities and towns, but 

most of the industrial developments have occurred since 1945, 

having been attracted by the city's convenient location relative 

to existing transport routes, its advantages as the principal sup

ply centre for the Southern Tablelands, its public utilities and 

labour force and its intrinsic value as a small local market. 

Now, however, this trend towards the developing of an 

industrial function as one of the important f'eatures of the city's 

life has not only been arrested, but is actually in reverse, as 

is illustrated, for example, by the closing down of a tannery in 

August, 1953, and a large clothing factory (housed in the war

time munitions building) in December, 1954, resulting in the 
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1 

dismissing of 140 employees. 

As is normal, Goulburn's major industrial enterprises 

have been attracted to its main railway station or to sidings a 

short way from the city, but consideration of their distribution 

raises the wider issue of Goulburn's urban morphology in general. 

City Layout and Urban Aspect (Fig.40) 

Except for its three partly-detached suburbs, Goulburn 

(as noted, PP.103-104) is on the whole a compactly agglomerated 

city, strongly nucleated in a central bUsiness core, extending 

one block wide on either side of the main street (Auburn Street) 

over a length of five city blocks (Fig.40) - that is, extending 

back to Bourke Street (west) and Sloan Street (east) for about 

1 
In the latter instance, as in other Australian inland towns, the 

pull of the large central cities has proved too strong and indus
tries, other than those of a purely local nature, have graVitated 
to them. The company which operated the Goulburn clothing fac
tory intends to speCialise in manufacturing one class of garments 
only, and is concentrating all its activities in one factory at 
Blacktown, 22 miles west of Sydne.y, with electric railway connec
tion from February, 1955. 
The restrictive measures on the marketing of hides imposed by a 
central Hide Board seem to be responsible for the closing of the 
tannery. Despite the fact that hides were available locally, the. 
Goulburn tanners (who also owned the boot and shoe factory) were 
unable to obtain them there because they had to be sent to Sydney 
for appraisement, after which they were pooled, then allocated to 
tanneries without regard to their needs. Apart from having no 
choice in selecting the hides which they required, the carriage of 
hides to and from Sydney made the operation of the tannery unecon
omic for the Goulburn footwear manufacturers. Now, they are 
forced to purchase selected suitable treated hides in Sydney thus 
obviating the need for a tannery in Goulburn. 
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three-quarters o£ a mile £rom Bradley Street (north) to Clinton 

Street (south). Except for administrative buildings comprising 

the court house, post o£fice, town hall and police station, cov

ering half a block facing Belmore Gardens in the centre, most of 

the buildings in the business core are used for commercial or 

professional purposes. They comprise shops of all kinds along 

both sides of Auburn Street, large wool stores and several ser

vice stations in Sloan Street, a group of professional offices in 

Montague Street, a clinic shared by several medical practitioners 

in Clifford Street, and some pro£essional clubs in Market Street. 

Along both sides of Auburn Street the facades of most shops, 

hotels and offices have been modernised, but almost without ex

ception this modernity is only a thin veneer hiding the archi

tecture of an older Goulburn at the rear, but considering the 

generally poor architectural quality of the older parts o£ many 

o£ the premises the "face-lifting" has, on the whole. been of 
1 

benefit to the city. 

As is frequently the case in Australian towns, one side 

of Goulburn's main street (in this instance the western side) is 

more important for business than the other. This is reflected by 

variations of as much as £300 per foot in the rateable value (the 

1 
This practice has also been adopted in many other Australian 

towns, but sometimes with less pleasing effects, as for example 
in the towns of Windsor and Richmond along the Hawkesbury River, 
about 30 miles west of Sydney, where some fine examples of 
Georgian architecture have been modernised - some more than once 
with wholly unsatisfying results. 
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unimproved capital value) of land on either side of Auburn Street 

in the centre of the city; the fact has also been recognised by 

at least one merchant whose shop awning bears the inscription 

tithe right man on the wrong side". The maximum rateable value of 

business land at the city's centre was assessed at £600 per foot 

at the last valuation (1953), but values drop to between £100 and 

£60 per foot at the northern and southern ends of the business 

section in Auburn Street: the changes in value are a fairly reli

able guide to the relative business worth of the different parts 

of the main street. 

Auburn Street, a broad thoroughfare (200 feet wide), is 

by far the busiest section of road on the Southern Tablelands, 

for, in addition to being the main commercial row of' the city, it 

forms part of the busy Hume Highway (Sydney-Melbourne), and at 

all times during business hours it is filled with vehicles angle

parked to the kerbs or flowing north and south. 

Except along the alluvial flats of Mulwaree Creek be

side the railway on the east, the business core is enveloped by 

residential suburbs, through which two arcs of public buildings 

may be distinguished: the inner arc, centred principally along 

Church Street, just west of Auburn Street, contains the city's 

two cathedrals, many churches, several public and a few church 

schools and a couple of hospitals, scattered through residences; 

and the outer are, containing fewer public buildings, along the 

outskirts of the residential suburbs of North Goulburn. Ifield, 

and Garfield. 
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Within the residential sheath flanking the central town 

area on the north, west and south, and in the residential outli

ers the streets are lined with domestic buildings in motley array, 

for in addition to a close and haphazard inter-mingling of dwel

lings (good and bad, old and new, large and small), well-preserved 

homes often stand cheek by jowl with others that are not much more 

than decrepit hovels - a very "Australian" urban characteristic. 

In consequence, Goulburn's residential areas, unlike 

those of the Australian metropolitan cities, cannot be clearly 

graded as high-class, middle-class and poor-class, except, per

haps, in the case of Eastgrove which is recognised generally as 

the city's poorest quality residential area; here, most of the 

houses are old and built of timber or brick (many without damp 

courses) though there are also a few newer houses built princi

pally of fibro cement sheeting or cement blocks; rated land 

values range only from a few shillings to £3 per foot~ A ran

dom sampling of the qualities of' houses and land values reveals, 

however, that there are a few pockets of fair to good quality 

homes in Goulburn's miscellany of' residential buildings (Fig.40), 

thus: 

Unless otherwise stated, all land values quoted for Goulburn are 
in terms of unimproved capital value (u.c.V.), as assessed in the 
1953 valuations by the N.S.W. Valuer-GeneralIs Department, sup
plied by officers of that department in Goulburn. Values are 
expressed in terms of the per foot value of the street frontages 
of the blocks. 



Cowper Street, two blocks west o~ the main street, 
contains some large houses (15-20 building squares)1 
solidly built and o~ a quite good type, also a ~ew 
blocks o~ modern ~lats; the value o~ land averages 
~rom £6 to £10 per ~oot. 

In a pocket of higher-rated land (£15-£1'7 per ~oot) 
along Church Street, behind the Anglican cathedral, 
there are a few large residences of good quality, 
owned and occupie.d by the city's IIbig business" men. 

Faith~ll, Coromandel and Deccan Streets, west of 
Cowper Street, contain smaller houses (averaging 
from 9 to 12 squares), which are older and mostly 
poorer types than the above; land values range ~rom 
£.3 to £6 per foot. 

Verner street, beside Victoria Park, which has 
developed principally since 19.38 as a residential 
street, contains the modern brick residences of some 
of the city's medical and other professional men; 
houses average about 12 to 14 squares and land val
ues range from £5 to £10 per foot. 

In the northwestern suburb of Ifield there is 
another pOcket of good qu~lity houses on the old 
"Lawrennyll Estate, bounded by Kinghorne Street 
(north) and Citizen and Hurst Streets (south). Here, 
most of the houses, old but in good condition, aver
age about 15 squares, though a couple of larger ones 
are about 30 squares; the land value averages about 
£10 per foot. 

Bradley Street in the same area, containing some 
houses 01' a similar type, is faced by l/:1nd averaging 
from about £9 to £10 per foot. 

As these examples suggest, however, the lI~ace" o~ resi-

dential Goulburn is nowhere really impressive, a ~act which is 

made all the more obvious by the unpretentious homes built on 

cheaper land (£3 to £4 per foot) in the newly-developed areas 

1 
In Australia a "building square" means that part of a completed 

building contained under a roof area ten feet square. 
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along the city's northern, wc:stern and southern margins, consist

ing primarily of' rows of brick houses or whole blocks of' mass

produced prefabs, all practically unvaried from a standardised 

box-like plan; and elsewhere by older residential developments 

with houses only a little more prepossessing, like a group of War 

Service homes, built 1926-30, along the eastern end of Kinghorne 

Street in North Goulburn. To some extent though, the drabness of 

the urban aspect in the latter area is relieved a little by a few 

small. but attractive and modern cottages in nearby Chantry 

Street, occupied by the managerial statOf 01' the adjacent textile 

factory. 

Though it is one of the least inviting places of resi

dence, the section of the city lying between the central business 

area and North Goulburn is of special morphological interest be

cause it embraces the site on which the city originated and still 

contains many buildings belonging to the initial phases of' its 

growth: many of them, particularly in Joshua, Bishop, Reynolds, 

Grafton and Mulwaree Streets, have become very dilapidated, to 

such an extent in some instances that they are now sub-standard 

houses, and others have been structurally altered. But, though 

the lineaments of the old town have thus been altered greatly, 

suff'icient evidence remains to indicate the architectural styles 

which prevailed, and in some cases the original functions of 

buildings have not been obscured, for example, despite alterations 

many of' the buildings still stand out unmistakably as old coach

ing inns, especially when the remains of' large stables still 
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exist behind them. 

Except Belmore Park, a smell square in the centre of 

the city, Goulburn's parks and recreation areas are scattered 

through the city, but mainly near its outskirts, though a large 

area of flet land immediately east of Mulwaree Creek is used as 

a golf' course. Prior to 1952, when the additional 5,000 acres 

of urban territory was acquired from Mulwaree Shire council, 15% 

of the city area was non-rateable, but parks and recreation areas 

accounted for only a small part of this, for much of the 8,000 
1 

acres involved was church land or lend occupied by local or State 

authorities. 

Miscellaneous industries of a minor nature are distri-

buted in and close to the central business area, but the major 

industrial concentration is in Sloan Street, beside the railway 

station, where there are a large boot and shoe factory, a flour 

mill and some large skin and wool stores: a large building just 

southeast from the station which formerly operated as a brewery 

is now used by a Sydney brewery as a storage depot for supplying 

the southern parts of the State. The city's only other large 

industrial units are a textile factory at Bradfordvil1e on the 

branch railway to Tara1ga, near the clothing factory in North 

1 
In Australia, all church-owned land, whether occupied by church 

buildings or vacant, is exempt from land rates. As an episcopal 
city, Gou1burn has an inordinately large ronount of land which is 
non-rateable, for, in addition to its two cathedrals and many 
churches, several orphanages, church schools and church hospitals 
spread over large areaa. 
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Goulburn which closed down in 1954 but re-opened for chenille 

manufacturing in 1955, and large abattoirs at a railway siding 

about a mile south from the city. 

As yet, the functional parts of the central city area 

have not become articulated to anything like the degree that is 

usual in the really large cities, like the State capitals, but as 

Goulburn grows the trend that way is becoming more pronounced: 

for example, la.rge establishments like skin and wool stores and 

the major industrial undertakings, both with special transport 

needs, continue to be attracted normally to the railway station 

or to sidings just outside the city; the micldle part of' Auburn 

Street is becoming more f'irmly established as the business hub of 

the City, and the. tendency is growing for adrr,inistrative offices 

to be grouped at the· southern end of' Auburn Street, for profes-

sional offices to concentrate just west of' the business hub, and 
\ 

for minor industries to grow up at the northern and southern ends 

of the business area. 

Goulburn as s Regional Centre 

Side by side with its internal growth and the clearer 

defining of its functional parts, Goulburn's grip on its urban 

field is, if anything, growing stronger. 

Though Canberra provides only slightly fewer urban 
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services than Goulburn (Fig.41), the latter town exerts a much 

stronger inf'luE'nce on the li:fe of the Southern Tablelands because 

its services are primarily regional in character, whereas those 

of Canberra, other than federal administration, are purely local. 

This applies particularly to the commercial services which account 

for more than half the total in each of the two centres. 

" Goulburn is in every sense ~ commercial entrepot of 

the Southern Tablelands, for in addition to pl'oviding all the re

tail shopping needs of nearly all the population within a radius 

of about 30 to 35 miles and many of those of shoppers throughout 

a much wider area, it is a wholesale selling centre and a distri

buting base for several metropolitan firms from which many kinds' 

of merchandise are forwarded to all parts of the Tablelands, and, 

T 
Two important facts concerning the urban service roses in Fig.41 

need to be borne in mind: first, they are compiled :from the 
Regional Telephone Directory of January, 1953. hence do not take 
account of the changes which are occurring in the centres (though 
except in Canberra and possibly in Cooma the relative proportions 
of the different services remain much the same); and secondly, 
the services are plotted quantitatively only in a general way, 
with each institution being considered to provide one service. 
This means, that Canberra's ad;dnistra,tive function does not show 
up so prominently as it is in :fact, since each Commonwealth 
Department is regarded as a single service institution, whereas 
some perform a multiplicity of functions - as the Department of 
the Interior which has about 30 major functions. Neither limita
tion detracts seriously from the value'of the roses as a means o:f 
comparing the service functions of the centres as members of the 
local hieraY'C!ly. 
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in some instances, beyond tl1em. 

Apart from being mori.) widespread, the pattern of< deliv

eries from Goulburn's retail stores is much the same as those 

around the service towns, but the city's s·torekeepers have not 

confined their business activities to the 1'ural districts only. 

They are now attempting to secure some of the retail trade in 

Canbe.rra and the service towns: this is particularly true l'or 

Canberra, where, for example, Rogel's and Sons Pty Ltd (Goulburn' s 

largest retail firm) and some Goulburn furnishers have acquired 

new leases and are building lar3e shops in Civic Centre. The 

commercial inve.sion has also taken other forms. Advertisements 

in the local press and commercial radio programmes emphasise the 

lower prices available in Goulburn, where the wider ranges of 

stores and greater competition result in greater availability of 

goods at prices which offset the cost of the journey to Goulburn 

or of' deliyel'y to Canberra by Goulburn firms. Representatives of 
1 

Goulburn firms periodically visit Canberra. 

In addition to being a local and regional business 

centre, Goulburn functions on a broader commercial basis as one 

~ of the few wool-selling centres in Aust.ralia, drawing wool sup-

plies from the whole of' southern New South Wales and attracting 

1 
For example, the proprietress of one of' aoulburn's leading sal

ons, specialising in exclusive frocks, stages displays and holds 
sales at regular intervals in a lounge room of one of' Canberra's 
leading hotels because she is unable to secure business premises in 
the city. 



125. 

buyers fro.m overseas. It is also. Australia's majo.r sto.re-sto.ck 

market - an interstate exchange at which beef cattle frem Queensland 

are o.ften beught and so.ld - the trade o.f which helps to' account 

fer the city's large municlpal abatteirs. 

As an administl'ative centre Geulburn plays a dual ro.le: 

in lo.cal government as a municipality and the seat of a shire, in 

Cemmenweal th and State aChministrat ion as a regienal centre. In 

the federal sphere, Geulbul'n's agencies are mo.stly branches o.f 

the Po.stmaster General's Department, concerned principally with 

the pl'ovision and maintenance of postal and telephenic facilities 

over the northern part of the Tablelands (:E'igs.45 and 1~6), and 

these are greatly outnumbered by agencies of the State. 

Goulburn City Co.uncil has all the usual po.wers o.f lo.cal 

autho.rities in New So.uth Wales, co.vering such things as roads, 
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parks, recreation areas, public utilities, public health measures, 

the enforcement of building regulations and the like, and Mulwaree 

Shire Council (seated in the city) exercises similar jurisdiction 

over the adjoining rural districts, embracing an area of about 

1,950 square miles (Fig.42a - local goverl~ent areas). 

For some of its regional administrative fUnctions, 

Goulburnts field differs little from its rural field of local 

government: thus its Police and Court Districts (Fig.42b), Pastures t 

Protection District (Fig. 42d) and School Inspectoral District 

(Figs. 43 and 4.4) are roughly comparable in size and shape with 

Mulwaree Shire; the Goulburn Land District (Fi~.42c) is slightly 

smaller; its Postal Inspectoral District (Figs.45 and 46) a little 

larger, and its Land Board District (Fig.,42c) is.much larger. 

1 
Prior to 1886 Goulburn depended on tanks, water holes and wells 

for its water supply, but in that year the nucleus of the present 
supply was completed. In 1915 fUrther construction on Sooley 
Creek (northwest) increased the water storage capacity to its 
present limit of 550 million gallons. Coinciding with the increase 
in water storage, a sewerage scheme was undertaken in 1915; it was 
subsequently extended to service most of the built-up area of the 
city. 
Gas became available in Goulburn in 1879, when the first street 
lamp was lit. A private company has continued to produce gas sioce 
that date; the present yearly output of the City of Goulburn Gas 
and Coke Company is 65 million cubic feet. 
Electric light and power became available in 1914 when the City 
Councilts power station was completed, and the plant continued to 
operate until 1938, when it was purchased by the N.S.W. Public 
Works Department, and closed down. At that time it supplied 5,130 
consumers and was generating 5,277,863 units per annum. Since 1938 
Goulburn has purchased electricity in bulk, reticulated from t.he 
grid system of the N.S.W. Electricity Commission. In 1953 the 
Council distributed 25,000,000 units within the city and to con
sumer's connected to about 120 miles of rural mains in Mulwaree 
Shire. 
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During 1955 Goulburn also became the centre of a new Agricultural 
1 

Region embracing most of southeastern New South Wales. 

In addition to such universal aci.'ninistrative activities 

as police, justice, and education, these agencies are concerned 

with such important matters as land registration and valuation, 

the investigating and promotion of closer settlement schemes in 

rural areas and the enforcing of the State Pastures' Protection 
2 

Act. 

1 
This is one of four such Regions set up by the N.S.W. Department 

of Agriculture in 1955 for the purpose of decentralising adminis
tration and agricultural extension services. The other Regions 
are the Southern (headquarters Wa~ga Wagga), and Far North Coast 
(Lismore) and the Western (Orange). 
The new region with headquarters at Goulburn comprises 20 shires 
in an area extending from the Great Dividing Range to the coast 
and bounded on the north by a line from Wollongong to Bigga; it 
includes 7,300 agricultural holdings. 
Before it was set up agricultural administration and extension 
work were carried out by the following of'ficers in Goulburn: an 
agronomist (operating in Mulwaree, Goodradigbee, Gunning and 
Crookwell Shires); a veterinary officer (operating inYass, Oooma, 
Goulburn and Braidwood Pastures' Protection Districts) and a live
stock (wool and sheep) officer, operating in Picton P.P. District 
as far north as Mittagong, in Yass P.P. District and as far as 
Thalaba and Binda (northwest) and Delegate (south). 

2 
The District Pastures' Protection Board, an agency of the N.S.W. 

Department of Agriculture, administers regionally the Pastures' 
Protection Act, 1934-43 (with amendments to 1951), whose provis
ions relate primarily to the extermination of rabbits and noxious 
weeds, the prOVision, maintenance and policing of travelling stock 
routes, reserves and watering places, and the registration of sheep 
brands and ear marks. 
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Nor does Goulburn's regional administration end there. 

It serves as the headquarters of' the Divisional Engineer of' the 

Department of' Main Roads f'or the Southern Division and of' the 

District Superintendent of' the Department of' Railways, adminis

tering all railway af'fairs in a similar area. Both the Anglican 

and Roman Catholic dioceses of' Goulburn extend, in places, well 

beyond the Southern Tablelands. Goulburn also contains the dis

trict headquarters of several large insurance companies and mer

cantile organisations, including large wool and stock brokerage 

firms and skin and hide companies. 

Quite apart from the special regional significance of 

these administrative functions and its strong business links with 

the surrounding districts, Goulburn is brought into close contact 

wi th many rural parts of the Tablelands by several of' its indus

trial services, like flour-milling, meat-killing and cold storage 

and refrigeration. Though some of its factories (woollens, foot

wear, chenille) must naturally seek a wider market than that pro

vided by the local region, this in itself helps to increase the 

city's standing at the head of the hierarchy. In a very differ

ent way the large Goulburn Gaol (with 62 warders and 300 prison

ers) and Kenmore Mental Hospital (with a staff of 221 and 1,075 

inmates) have helped, if not to enlarge the city's stature, at 

least to spread its fame. Moreover, now aware of the business 

possibilities of Goulburn as a developed tourist centre, the local 

Chamber of Commerce (assisted by the City Council) has launched 
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out on a long range plan to entice large numbers o~ visitors ~ram 
1 

inside and outside the region to the city. 

From the cumulative evidence o~ Goulburn's strong and 

sustained growth ~rom the outset o~ its existence, the degree o~ 

~unctional ]:>alance which it possesses and the dominant part it 

has played and continues to play in the general li~e o~ the 

Southern Tablelands, it is sa~e to assert, that its hegemony in 

the urban hierarchy o~ the region is established beyond all doubt. 

This, i~ only because the city is so strongly entrenched as a 

going concern. 

1 
To achieve this end the natural attractions o~ Wombeyan Caves 

(51 miles north) and Bungonia Caves and Gorges (23 miles east) 
have been publicised, with an emphasis on the suitability o~ 
Goulburn as an s.ccommodation centre ~rom which they can be 
visited. More important in this connection, however, is the 
holding o~ an annual gala week (the Lilac ll'estival), each 
October. Having selected the lilac as the city's ~lor'al emblem, 
the ~estival coramittee encouraged residents to cultivate the plant 
extensively, and the ~irst Lilac Time Festival was held in 1952. 
This is on the model o~ similar ~estivals which have become popu
lar in other Australian towns, like the Vintage Festival at 
Barossa in South Australia, the Jacaranda Festival at Gra~ton on 
the north coast o~ New South Wales, and the Begonia Festival at 
Ballarat in Victoria. 
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though it is only one-fourth the size of its near neighbour, 

Canberra, it is not a tributary of that city as could be expected. 

Instead, the larger town in many respects lies in the urban field 

of the smaller, and Queanbeyan as well as having contributed lar

gely to make the growth of the capital city possible still plays 

an importa.nt part in .1 ts life. The original s1 te of settlement 

in the Queanbeyan area, now The Oaks Estate in the Australian 

Capital Territory, no longer comes under its municipal administra

tion, though it is still physically a part of the town. 

Queanbeyan and Canberra lie seven miles apart on the 

same lake-plain in an area of maturely dissected topography so 

that climate and general environment, except for variation conse

quential upon their own existence, are practically identical for 

both centres. They are, however, completely unlike urban entities, 

which have evolved differently, contrast absolutely in urban form, 

and have entirely dissimilar functions. Moreover, the two centres 

are direct antitheses as the territories of local authorities, 

because Queanbeyan is administered by an aldermanic council, demo

cratically elected, and Canberra, as we have seen (p.99), is gov

erned - by a federal department, benignly-but nevertheless 

bureaucratically. The arbitrary but deeply impressed line of 

territ·orial division between them (the Federal-State boundary) 

thus further accentuates the differences of urban identity of the 

two centres, the origins of which must be sought in their diver

gent lines of evolution. 
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Its Growth 

Like Canberra, Queanbeyan has had three main phases, 

but there the similarity in urban evolution ends. The settlement 

served, in turn, as a ford-side halting place for coach and dray 

travellers bound 1'01' the southern parts of the colony; an admini-

strative outpost at a bridge-head and road focus near the fron-

tier of colonial settlement; and a rural commercial and service 

centre. 

The original settlement in The OakS Estate at the junc

tion of the Queanbeyan and Molonglo Rivers was an ephemeral one, 

conSisting merely of a couple 01' service buildings (an inn and a 

store)1 that served as a resting place and supply depot for 

travellers bound for the newly-developing Monaro and Murrumbidgee 

Squatting districts to the south and southwest. Soon after it 

was established, however, a better line of' approach was formed to 

the Queanbeyan Plains from the east, and the village of Queanbeyan 

began to grow up on the eastern bank of the river where the new 

track crossed it, about a mile above the Molonglo junction. 

In 1836, a post office was established in the new set-

tlement, providing for regular mail services with Sydney by way 

1" 
Apparently it persisted for some time after the town of 

Queanbeyan had begun to develop in the late 1830's, for Demarr, 
who worked for several months at the store, wrote: "Our store 
joined an Inn, both being under the same management and about a 
mile from the township. The Inn was a substantial stone built 
reSidence, formerly the house of a well-tO-dO settler [a relative 
of Robert Campbell of nuntroonJ. The store as waa customary in 
the bush, was built of timber slabs and roofed with sheets of 
bark." J. Demarr, Adventures in Australia l!'l1'ty Years Ago •••• ~
~. London, 1893, p.48. 
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of Bungendore and Goulburn, and on the 28th September, 1838, 

Queanbeyan was officially proclaimed as a village. Its initial 

growth was slow, for, as Demarr (op. cit. p.49) indicates, it 

contained (about 1840) only three or four wooden houses and a 

store similar to that in which he worked. Moreover, at that time, 

the surrounding districts contained only a few scattered farms, 

and the southern boundary of the settled districts of the Colony 

lay only a short way from the village (P.19). 

During the 1840 I s, and after, the village expanded more 

rapidly, largely as a result of farming having been developed more 

generally throughout the Southern Tablelands, the surrounding 

districts having become more closely settled and the track through 

Queanbeyan to the Monaro having been firmly established as an 

imports.nt traffic way. Centrally located relet ive to newly

developed farming districts around Bungendore and in the upper 

Shoalhaven Valley (east) and at Ginninderra, Gundaroo and Sutton 

(north), as well as to the Monaro and Murrumbidgee Squatting Dis

tricts, and at the point of intersection of comparatively easy 

tracks leading to them, Queanbeyan soon became a major stopping 

place for bullock drays and a staging post for coaches, and began 

to function as a commercial and service centre providing shopping, 

banking, postal and other facilities for settlers in the surround

ing districts. But perhaps more important than sll these was the 

fact that in this stage of its life Queanbeyan was the last admin- ,\.. 

istrative outpost on the road to Monaro. 
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At successive censuses in the middle years of the 19th 

century, its population grew from 72 in 1841, to 372 in 1851, and 

526 in 1861: it seems probable that the rate of increase was 

still greater in the early 1860's when the town's business growth, 

like that of Cooma, received a str-ong impetus from the Kiandra 

gold rush; Queanbeyan benefited in this phase because it was the 

last place at which stores could be obtained on the most direct 

track to the Eucumbene Valley, leaaing southwest through Tharwa. 

The complete collapse of the Kiandra field by 1866 inevi ta.bly 

caused a temporary slump in Queanbeyan's fortunes, so that by the 

1871 census, its popUlation had risen only a little over the 1861 

figure to 682 persons. 

In the next two decades the town expanded steadily, its 

numbers increasing to 939 in 1881 and 1262 in 1891, thereafter 

dr-opping slightly to 1219 at the 1901 census. Contempore.neously 

with this expansion, Queanbeyan developed gradually into a com

mer-cial and ser-vice centre. wi th new functions such as muni.c ipal 

administration, the holding of daily courts, a local newspaper 

circulation, and industry (in the form of three flour mills and a 

wool-washing establishment). Business facilities were increased 

and improve~catering for a now clearly-defined urban field con

taining several small centres like Bungendore, Gundaroo, Sutton, 

and Michelago. 

Since 1901, intercensal growth has been conSistent, 

population increasing to 1408 in 1911, 1825 in 1921, then more 
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ShaI'ply to 4019 in 1933, 5033 in 1947 and 7560 at a "pilot" cen

sus in 1953 (reduced to the provisional figure of 7307 at the 

1954 census). The big increases during the last thirty years may 

be attributed directly to the strengthening 01' the urban bonds 

between Queanbeyan and Canberra, which, in turn, has been largely 

resllonsible for a large influx of "New Australian" immigrants 

into the town in the post-war years: both have had strong effects 

on Queanbeyan's physical growth and many of the details of its 

existing layout. 

Morpholog.y and Aspect 

The early town was laiu out in the i'orm of a one-mile 

s Quare placed almost synl'netrically across the Queanbeyan River 

(Fig. Lin • Except for some slight, and almost insignificant, 

variation around its periphery, the town's plan was basically 

chequer-board, with the streets gridded diagonally to the outline 

of the square: ot:ly the newest extensions of' the town in the 

south and southwest depart much from the standard grid, osten

sibly as a concession to hilly relief, but more probably in imi

tation of some features of Canberra's design, (Figs.28 and 47) 

Queanbeyan's pattern of functional parts (Fig.47) has 

evolved along lines which may be regarded as conventional for 

most rural towns in Australia: :for example, it has a central 

business core in a broad residential belt containing a few public 

buildings and some parks and recreation fields, a main thorough

fare (Monaro Street) which serves as the principal commercial 
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row, and i'rom which a secondary business row (Crawford Street) 

leads to the town's railway station, and miscellaneous industrial 

enter'priees (such as abattoirs, sawmills, concrete pipe and 

cement and terrazzo sheet fac tories) scattered a.round its out-

skirts. 

In addition to its miscellany of shops and its banks, 

hotels 8.nd garages, the business area contains several public 

buildings (post office, poiice station, halls,churches. admini

strative Offices), two cinemas. and a few minor industrial estab-

lish!l1ents, such as a printery, a cordial i'actory and tyre remould-

ing works. Nearby, on one town block facing Crawford Street, but 

principally on alluvial land along the Queanbeyan River there are 

market gardens ·which l,rovide Queanbeyan with fresh vegetables, 

wi th some surpluses for sale in Canberra. 

Except for some urban sprawl on its outskirts produced 

by residential growth during recent years, Queanbeyan is, on the 

whole, a compact urban settlement, and its urban face, like 

Goulburn's, is very commonplace. Its only large buildings are 

five hotels (three of which are modern premises) and a few public 

buildings of less imposing proportions; its two shopping streets 

contain a mixed assortment of old and new shops of' stereotyped 
1 

deSigns; and its domestic buildings command no attention at all: 

1 
Possi'ble exceptions are a group of old buildings on the oX'igin81 

village site, just east of Queanbeyan Bridge, whose humble stylss 
are of antiquarian interest, and some neat cottages in an attrac
tive riverside setting, opposite the golf links, in the southeast 
of the town. 
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the hotels are to a large extent a legacy from the boom trading 

days of the late 1920's when liquor sales were prohibited in the 

federal oj. ty, though they are currently prosperous as "overflow" 

accommodation houses for, visi tors to Canberl'a (with limited 

"casual" accommodation facilities, particularly when Parliament 

is sitting). There is about one hotel bed for every 20 persons 

in Queanbeyan - a high figure for a centre which is not itself' a 

resort. 

Many small dwellings, of'ten only a single room, have 

been erected by newcomers in the newly-developed residential 

parts of the town: this is a post-war development common in many 

Australian towns, caused in most instances by the desire of the 

i~~igrant to get a roof of' his own over his head as soon as pos

sible; f'or many new settlers the single room marks the f'irst 

stage in the building of' a larger home to be f'inished when they 

have gained economic security, as well as providing an immediate 

means of escape from barrack life. nomes of' this type are now 

common along Uriarra Road, the main road to Canberra, where they 

mingle with some older residences and some new shops, garages, 

and other commercial establishments of' miscellaneous types: the 

growth of this part of' Queanbeyan, and its increasing importance 

as a business section of the town, are effects of that centre's 



1}8. 
1 

close li8.ison wi th Canberra. 

]'unct i2..!:! 

More than anything else, Queanbeyan's urban function 

has been affected by the creating of the Australian Capital 

Territory and the subsequent building of Canberra. Before those 

events, the town was primarily a commercial and service cent.re for 

an urban field wi th a radius of about 25-}0 miles, but since the 

capital was established with powers of administration over a part 

of its original territory, Queanbeyan has developed a new set of 

functional relations with the newcomer. Despite the territorial 

partitioning, which meant that Queanbeyan had to relinquish its 

control of land and its authority to provide such things as roads, 

public utilities, police supervision and health services in a 

part of its former urban field. it is of interest to note that 

people in the central east of' the Australian Oapital Terri tory 

still maintain their old commercial links with Queanbeyan: thus, 

the inhabitants of the Tuggeranong, Tharwa. Williamsdale, and 

Royalla districts inVariably imply Queanbeyan. not Oanberra, when 

they speak of "going into town" f'or shopping or other business 

reasons. 

The 1'unotional relations between Queanbeyan and Canberra 

1'-----------------------------------------------------------
Commercial development in this part of Queanbeyan, however, has 

proved to be a mixed blessing for it sown inhabitants and shoppers 
from Canberra, beoause as an old coach route Uriarra Road is both 
winding and narrow, hence a source of traffic oongestion to-day. 
To remove its traffio hazards, Queanbeyan Municipal Council is now 
conSidering the planning of a wider and more direct road to the 
central shopping area from the A.C.T. borde.I'. 
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oall i'or speoial comment, because out of' the capital city's one

sided dependence on the rur",l town in the f'ormative period of its 

growth, there has grown a close urban mutualism - a symbiosis, so 

to spea_k. in whIch the bonds of interdependence are very strong. 

In Canberra's early days the small concentrations of 

city builders on different parts of its site were victualled with 

goods brought directly by rail through Queanbeyan from Sydney or 

from Queanbeyan's shops, and until the Federal Highway was built 

in 1926, to provide a dil'ect road link between Goulburn and 

Canberra, all road traffic to the city also came through Queanbeyanj 

this represented another important inter-urban contact, similar 

to the one still maintained along Canberra's "life-line"- the six-mile 

stretch of Commonwealth-owned :t'ailw"'Y to Q,ueanbeyan: since 1927, 

of course, the flow of goods along this line has been greatly 

augmented. 

MOre recently, many of Queanbeyan's business firms have 

invaded Canberra on a large scale, either through branches which 

they have established there or by operating from a Queanbeyan 

base: aside from the chain grocery stores of large Sydney mer

chants, more than a dozen Queanbeyan f-irms have branches in 

Canberra, in all of which the average volume of business is about 

twice that of the headquarters unit. The enterprises are most 

varied, ranging from general stores to garages, estate and stock 

agencies, fUrniture stores, funeral parlours, motor coaching ser

vices and cement pipe factories. Commercial entrepreneurs and 
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building and household services operating solely from a Queanbeyan 

bSS6 are still more numerous and varied, for they include whole

sale food suppliers, cordial manufacturers, pastrycooks, fruiter

ers and bakers, as well as launderers and dry cleaners, sawmillers, 

bUilders, plasterers, shop-fitters and floor-sanders: some, like 

builders and suppliers of building materials, food-suppliers of 

Government-owned hostels and contract carriers working for the 

Federal Government, depend entirely on their turn-over in the 

capital, others claim that the volume of business transacted in 

Canberra and Queanbeyan, respectively, is in the ratio of 3:1; the 

average appears to be 2:1. 

Queanbeyan also functions as a dormitory for many work

ers in Canberra, including civil servants, shop assistants and 

workmen maintaining public utilities - an estimated total of be

tween 1200 and 1300, about 600 01' whom travel on buses operated 

from Queanbeyan. 

The counter-current of' contact and dependence between 

the urban symbionts is exemplified by the bulk supply of water to 

Queanbeyan's reservoirs from the Canberra storage and pumping 

station on the Cotter and Murrumbidgee Rivers, and by regular 

Saturday morning excursions to Queanbeyan of large numbers of 

Canberra shoppers. 

In connection with this trade the paucity and dispersion 

of Canberra's shops have, of course, been of special benefit to 

Queanbeyan, whose more numerous, varied and compactly agglomera

ted shops of1'ered greater convenience for Canberra residents, even 
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one. If' the existing kind of' residential expansion in Canberra 

is continued, the city in sprawling more widely must inevitably 

move closer to Quesnbeyan: even if' it does not, the distance be-

tween them is only a little more than that now existing between 

the northern and southern parts of' the city. In this respect the 

town bears at least a suburban relationship to the city, one 

which will become more marked as the latter outstrips it greatly 

in growth. 

As an important consequence of the close contacts which 

Queanbeyan has made and continues to make with the capital its 

functional relationship with that centre is becoming more signi-

ficant in its life than the function it developed much earlier as 

a district service centre. 

As a commercial and service centre, Queanbeyan provides 

all the customary facilities for town and country people in its 
1 

urban field: in the governmental sphere, it has a separate 

1 
For example: a modern District Hospi t,al (40 beds), a District 

Ambulance, a Baby Health Centre and a Fire Station provide pro
tective services, and educational and allied services are supplied 
by its Intermediate High School (up to a grade of 15 years, after 
which pupils may transfer to Canberra's High Schools for two more 
years of schooling), a convent school, churches of several denomi
nations, a local newspaper (twice weekly), two cinemas, a municipal 
band and several clubs. Professional people in the town comprise 
six doctors, two nurses, three solicitors and two accountants in 
practice. A st.rong rural flavour is preserved by the town's 
several stock and farm agents, its Pastoral and Agricultural 
Association, and some wool and skin buyers and dam excavators -
all this 1s very "Australian". 
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existence as a municipality and contains the administrative head

quarters of Yarrowlllmla Shire (Fig.49) and several State agencies 

(court house, police station, motor registry office, district 

agriculture and forestry office). 

Naturally, the town's role as a district service centre 

has been mOdified in consequence of the loss of a part of its 

original urban field, but, on the whole, it has gained more urban 

prestige and influence than it lost because of the rise of 

Canberra: administration of what is now a large part of the 

Australian Oapital Territory, necessitating the provision from 

Queanbeyan of essential services for sparsely settled lands was 

in many respects more a liability than an asset for the town, and, 

as we have seen (P.138), Queanbeyan still maintains its old trade 

relations with some parts of the Territory. It is true, however, 

that the town lost some business, transferred to Canberra from 

the small settlements of Hall, Ginninderra and Weetangerra (north

west), though this has been compensated many times over by the 

increased trade from Canberra itself. 

Quite apart from the effects of the "alien" growth of 

Canberra, Queanbeyan' s urban field and its re18.tions with some of 

the minor centres in it have been influenced by what 8~e more 

truly "natupal lt processes. 

Urban Field and Minor Centres 

Of all the centres on the Southern Tablelands, 

Queanbeyan's urban field is the most unusual, both in shape and 
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size: indeed, it may even be said to have two upban fields - a 

field of dominant influence (administration and commerce) o:e 

irregular shape, which has been cut across, and so reduced, by 

the Australian Capital Territory, and a smaller field of partial 

influence (commerce only) with more regular outlines (Fig.49). 

In addition to the major alteration caused by the terri

torial adjustment of 1911, the northern end of Queanbeyan's 

urban field has tended to shrink to a minor degree because of 

vigorous but normal growth by the village of Gunning, as is illus

trated by Queanbeyan's altered relations with the small village 

of Gundaroo, 26 miles north of it. In coaching days, regular 

services passed through Gundaroo to QU6anbeyan, and the villagers 

depended on the town for all their urban services; they still 

do for many of' them, but, as time progresses, the "pull ll from 

Gunning, 19 miles north, on the main sou.thern road and railway, 

is becoming stronger~ As before, the inhabitants look mostly to 

Queanbeyan for the commercial needs which ca.nnot be supplied by 

the village store, though Gunning is beginning to compete for 

this trade, and more strongly in providing banking and medical 

services for the village. Yass, 30 miles west, supplies the vil

lage with bulk petrol and provides secondary schooling facilities 

for its children, and mail services through the village come 
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alternately from Gunning and Queanbeyan: thus Gundaroo once wholly 

in Q.ueanbeyan' s urban field, may now be regarded as lying in an 

urban marchland over which Queanbeyan, Yass and Gunning ar'e each 

trying to consolidate a hold. 

Bungendore, 17 miles northeast of Queanbeyan, is, like 

GUndaroo, only partly in Queanbeyan's urban field, since it is 

also inf'luenced to some extent by Goulburn. Other small settle-

ments strongly related to Queanbeyan are The Oaks Estate, its 

small but interesting residential outlier, minor centres like 

Sutton, Tharwa and Michelago, and dispersed hemlets such as 

Williamsdale. Royalla and Burra - of which we briefly consider a 

few. 

The Oaks Es~ This residential settlement on about 80 acres of 

hilly land just north of Queanbeyan (Fig.47) is a natural part of 

the town but administratively a part of Oanberl'a. 'Enough it is 

contiguous, its people are shut off from Queanbeyan's life by its 

1 
Gundaroo formerly received mail services from Oanberra, but con

sequent upon a recent re-distribution of the boundaries of Postal 
Inspectorates on the Southern Tablelands the village was trans
ferred from the Oanberra to the Goulburn Inspectorate. Inward 
mails arrive daily :t'rom Gunning and Queenbeyan but all outward 
mail 1'rom the village goes through Gunning only : in consequellce 
airmail posted in the village passes by land through Gunning to 
Sydney (about 200 miles) before being air-borne, even though 
Gundaroo is only e.bout 20 miles from Oanberra' s air-port. 
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railway station and yards, and since it is on a tongue of land in 

the broad sweep of' a meander at the confluence of the Molonglo and 

Queanbeyan rivers, it is Ellso cut on' by those streams from the 

rest of the Australian Capital Territory: it is, therefore, vir

tually a No Man's Land, poorly provided with urban services and 

public utilities; neglected by Federal authorities who regard it 

as a "natural" part of Queanbeyan and similarly ignored by the 

latter's municipal council because its administration is Canberra's 

responsibility. 

It was the forerunner of Queanbeyan (P.132) but it 

stagnated for a long time when the new village grew up, until the 

last 50 years, during which about 50 homes have been built, most 

of them now obsolescent. Now the estate contains a loose group-

ing of houses near the railway station, an historic stone house 

(P.132), a few industrial premises (Oil depot, joinery works, 

cement product works and tile works) also on high land near the 

1 
The effectiveness of railway stations and yards as internal bar

riers in towns and as impediments Of' urban life is also illustra
ted elsewhere in Australia; for example Wyong on the central 
coast of N.S.W. is almost bisected by the main northern railway 
with the result that railway station ysrds in the town's centre 
practically shut East Wyong off from town life and activities in 
the business centre of West Wyong. (of. p.3(0). 
Still mope strikingly, perhaps, the railway division of' a town is 
illustrated in the railway junction centre of Junee on the South
West Slopes of' New South Wales where the railway station and mar
shalling yards cut even the bUSiness section of the town into two 
parts. Largely as a result of' this there has been a marked lag 
in Junee's growth as a business centre compared with that of its 
once-smaller trade rival, Coots.mundra (32 mile s away (. of'. p. 299) ). 
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railway, several backyard industries; and about 30 acres of land 

along the rivers are farmed. 

The population (about 260) is comprised primarily of 

minor tradesmen and unskilled workers, employed in Canberra, and 

their families, who recognise Queanbeyan as their shopping centre 

since the area contains no shops or formal trading facilities. 

Local children attend Queanbeyan school, but pre-school activities 

for about 20 children are provided by a mobile pre-school unit 

from Canberra. 

No transport services have been provided for the resi

dents, who must contact public transport at peak hours at 

Queanbeyan railway station; the road system is inefficient and 

poorly developed, and the public utilities (water and electricity 

supply, and sanitar~r and garbage services, provided f'rom Queanbeyan 

by arrangement with Commonwealth 8,uthoritiEs) are all uneconomic 

because of the low density of pO::;lUlation. 

Unlike the rest of the Australian Capital Territory the 
1 

land tenure system on the estate is freehold, not leasehold, and 

it is divided mainly into one-quarter acre lots, most of' which 

are unused and some of which are held by a f'ew owners as an 

investment. 

1 
The only other exceptions are a few rural holdings with freehold 

titles, occupying land not likely to be required for governmental 
purposes. 
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Sutton and Michelago Of the remaining minor centres listed (p.145) 

only Sutton, Miohelago and Burra lie entirely in Queanbeyan's uY'ban 

field, for Royalla. Williamsdale, and Tharwa are in the Australian 

Capital Territory. 

Sutton, a small dispersed village just outside the 

north-eastern boundary of the Australian Capi tal Territory, 11 

miles north of Queanbeyan, grew originally as a staging post on 

the coaching run f'rom Goulburn to QUeanbeyan via Gundaroo, but is 

now by-passed by the Federal Highway, about a mile away. 

It contains a general store, a school, a church, a hall. 

and about a dozen cottages, nearly all built of timber or corru

gated iron sheeting (as so many village dwellings are in Australia). 

From 59 at the 1891 census, its population rose to a peak figure 

of' 156 in 1911, f'alling to 73 in 1947, with 104 others in surround

ing rural areas. Provisional f'igures (1954 census) give the vil

lage's population as 61, with 12l.J- others nearby. 

While Sutton is about egui-distant from Queanbeyan and 

Canberra, and is lir~ed to the latter by a f'ar better road, the 

villagers staunchly prefer Queanbeyan as their "town ". 

Michelago, 207 at the 1947 census, is a small line

village on Micaligo Plains, a corridor of' low land between the 

Tinderry Range (east) and the eastern wall of the Murrumbidgee 

Valley (west). It originated as a staging post on the road to 

Monaro, on F. N. Rossi's holding with the same name, and by 1866 

(Bailli~re's Gazetteer) contained a post ofJ'ice, two stores, a 
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police barrack and lock-up, a public pound, a hotel which was also 

a coaching oftice, and a Roman Oatholic school. In 1887 it be

came the State's southern rail-head, and until the railway was com

pleted to Oooma in 1889 it housed many railway workers and the.ir 

families, though, except for a few house foundations, no sign of 

their occupation now exists. Subsequently, the village functioned 

again as a staging post for the local c09ching service between 

Queanbeyan and Oooma, but through being by-passed by the main 

Queanbeyan-Gooma road, it is now only a very minOr local service 

centre (with a railway station, store, police station and school) 

dependent on Queanbeyan for all its major urban services. 

Tharwa. on the western bank of the Murrumbidgee River 15 miles 

southwest of Queanbeyan and 20 miles southsouthwest of Oanberra, 

is a small loosely agglomerated hamlet, nucleated to some extent 

around a central store and post office. It is in low foothills, 

near the bregk of slope between the rugged southwestern districts 

of the Australian Oapital Territory and the broad Murrumbidgee 

Valley and adjacent hilly lands in the north: thus it lies between 

two contrasting activity zones - beef cattle grazing, on the one 

hand, and sheep grazing and fodder crop growing, on the other. 

The settlement is a dry-point bridge-head, suff"iciently 

high above the river to be safe even from major floods. Its store 

and post office provide facilities far rural settlers at Tidbinbilla 

(16 miles west), Naas (6 miles south) and Gudgenby (20 miles south), 

and its school supplies primary educational facilities for 30 

pupils (1954) in these areas; but for all other needs, except 
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tuffs (the so-called Yass Series) between more resistant porphyry 

and tuffs and fine and coarse tuffs and lavas - all Silurian - on 

the eastern limb of the Yass-Bowning syncline (Fig.50). 

In consequence of the gentle local relief Yass has easy 

lines of access from all directions: Hume Highway (the main south

ern highway of the State) runs through it as the town's main street 

(cornuI' Street) in the central business area, leading from Goulburn 

(54 miles northeast) to Gundagai (67 miles southwest); another f'irst

class road runs to Canberra (38 miles southeast); other major roads 

lead 01'1' to Cootamundra (67 miles west), young (65 miles nOI'th-

west) and centres beyond; lesser roads radiate in several direc

tions to minor centres in its surroundings; and a short branch 

railway (3 miles) links the town with Yass Junction on the main 

southern railway. 

The rural surroundings contain some of the finest pas

tures in the continent, noted particularly for their sustained 

production of the highest grades of Australian wool and their 

Merino sheep and Black Poll Angus cattle studs: moreover, the 

excellence of the pastures is a long-established fact, for even 

in 1833 N.S.W. Calendar an~ost Office Directory recorded that 

"the very extensive YaSS Plains" constituted remarkably good pas

ture land whiCh required no clearing, and already contained many 

grazing establishments. 

Initially, however, the farming emphasis was on cropping, 

with a large and varied outturn annually of wheat, maize, barley, 
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hay, potatoes, fruit and vegetables: cUltivation reached its peak 

about 1874 when nearly 20,000 acres around the town were under 

crops of' diff'erent kinds, but by 1901 the ecreage had dropped to 

about 10,000, falling since then to almost negligible proportions 

because of the rise of pasturing as the dominant activity in the 

district. Some ars.ble farming, principally fodder ·cropping in 

conjunction with pasturing, is, of course, still practised, but 

it is much less significant for t he life of Yass than was the case 

in the initial phases of the town's growth. 

jjlvolution 

Pastoral occupation of the Yass Plains began soon after 

they were discovered by Hume in 1821, and it was greatly inten

sified after Sturt had reported favourably on the country he had 

seen on his journey from the Yass Plains to the Murrumbidgee in 

1829, so that by the early 1830's the district contained many 

stations, on some of which reasonably large areas were soon given 

over to cropping. 

In 1832, a site beside the Yass River was reserved for 

a village, intended to meet the growing service needs of the dis

trict, but it did not materialise. Three years later, however, 

a post office was established there to provide a weekly mail ser

vice to Goulburn, and in 1837 a design plan was prepared for Yass 

Town on the same site: the buildings then existing beside the 

Yass River (Fig.51) were, on the south side, an inn, a police hut, 

a store~ a hut serving as a court house, a gaol, and a stock-
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keeper's hut beside a stock-yard, and on the north side. one resi-

dence; tracks led northeast to Goulburn, northwest to Bowning, 

south to Co-mur station and southeast to Hardwick (C. O'Brien's 

station near Yass) and the Yass River was crossed by two fords -
1 

one near the eXisting "tram" bridge, and the other (O'Dare's Ford), 

privately owned, at the bottom of present-day Hume Street. On 

gazettal of the plan, the minimum price of town land was fixed at 

£2 sterling per acre, the first six blocks being sold at public 

auction in 1837. 

The town's initial growth, as twin f'ord-side settle-

ments, was slow, with the settlement on the southern and lower 

bank developing as the larger and more important. But when the 

trickle of settlers passing through the town to the newly opened 

lands along the lower Murrumbidgee and Murray Rivers became a 
2 

full flood, Yass naturally expanded rapidly: by 1840 its growth 

was so great that there was an acute shortage of building lots 

for the clamouring aud land-hungry townspeople - a shortage that 

1 
The so-called "tram" is a train conSisting of a light engine and 

one passenger coach, and sometimes one goods van, which plies be
tween Yass Town and Yass Junction, on the main southern railway -
a Single track connection, three miles long. 

2 
Miss M.E. J. Yeo in 'The Early Days of' Yass', Yass Evening 

Tribune, 1st July, 1920, recorded that there were no fewer than 
20,000 head of stock on the road south of' Yass in 1840: though 
Yass benefited enormously in this way from the re-directing of the 
south road southwestwards from Marulan, Goulburn gained greater and 
more enduring benefits from the road diversion. 
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was relieved only when Henry O'Brien created O'Connell Town, con

taining many half-acre building lots and a few cultivation lots 

about 4-6 acres each (Appendix 10). 

At the 1841 census Yass had 173 inhabitants, and in 

1848, 55 houses and 274 inhabitants (Wells' Gazetteer), but at the 

next four censuses it expanded mOI'e rapidly with its population 

rising to 653 in 1851, 1123 in 1861, 1479 in 1871 and 1804 in 

1881: contempoI'aneously, Yass functioned primarily as a commercial 

and administrative centre for its surroundings. In the 1860's 

and 1870's it also had two steam flour mills and two tannertes; 

moreover, it was a major coaching and express van staging-post on 

the Sydney-MelbouI'ne run, and three local newspapeI's weI'e printed 

in the town. 

After 1881, the town's vigorous growth was not main

tained and its population fell to 1771 at the 1891 census and 

1479 in 1901: like Goulburn, it had served for a time as the 

major commercial and administrative outpost near the frontier of 

settlement and soon ceased to be the urban centre of gravity when 

the margins of settlement expanded quickly and far beyond the 

town - in this case because the subdued relief of the areas west 

of the Southern Tablelands permitted settlers to move freely 

through them. It lacked, however, the compensating advantages of 

a favourable general location and a particular location relative 

to the developed parts of the Southern Tablelands, such as those 

possessed by Goulburn, which enabled the latter to grow unchecked 
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despite its loss early in its life of function and standing as 

~ frontier town of the region. 

Yass had gained some importance as the seat of a local 

authority when its DistI'ict Council was forme-d in 1843, but when 

it was incoI'poI'ated as a municipality in 1873 high hopes weI'e 

held by its townspeople that it would become the I'egional seI'vice 

centI'e for all the "new" distI'icts west of the Southern Table-

lands: theiI' hopes were bolstered when seveI'al large public build

ings weI'e eI'ected in the town dUI'ing the 1870's, all of which 

pI'oved, with the tUI'n of events, to be much beyond the town's 
1 

I'eal needs foI' many yeaI's. Despite all this, Yass failed to 

develop to the PI'opoI'tions anticipated foI' it as a commercial and 

administrative centre, and as settlement spread fartheI' inland it 

was supeI'seded in the key functional role f'iI'st by Gundagai, later 

by Wagga Wagga. As indicated by the decreases in its population 

(p.154), the town's fOI'tunes languished till the end of the cen-

tury, but since the 1901 census it has progressed again, with its 

population expanding to 2243 in 1911. 2502 in 1921, 2866 in 1933. 

3254 in 1947 and 3656 (provisional) in 1954. These are normal 

increases gained while the town has gradually become functionally 

stable as a commercial and service centre for a small but pI'ospeI'ous 

1-----------------------------------------------------------
The buildings included a large COUI't house (cost £12,000) opened 

in 1879, described in The Australian Handbook 1881 as "the most 
handsome edifice of its time outside Sydney", commodious police 
qUaI'ters (cost £5,000), much-enlar?ed gaol buildings and a large 
school with a teacher's residence (cost £5,000). In addition, 
Parliament voted money in 1879 for the building of a new and laI'ge 
post and telegI'aph office. 



156. 

rural district. Natura.lly, all these phases in the evolution of 

Yass have left their marks on the "face" of the town. 

Morphology and Aspect (Fig. 52) 

Though it is only a small stream, the Yass River has a 

compara.tively deep valley which cuts the town into two parts 

(Fig.52), namely, the small and scattered residential North Yass, 

and Yass Town, extending well beyond the limits of the original 

ford-side settlement on the south bank, which now embraces 

O'Connell Town (east) and a newly-developing subdivision at 

Marchmont (west). Hume bridge (a road bridge built in 1854) and 

the "tram" bridge (bu il t 1892) are the only lin..~s between them; 

the former produces an hour-glsss effect in the internal tra1'fic 

circulation of the town by constricting its i'low beside the cen

tral buslness area. 

North Yass, princlpally on hilly and unsewered land snd 

served only by poorly developed roads, has the lowest rated value 

in the town, the D.C.V. (1951) of most blocks being only a few 

shillings per foot: most of its relatively few residences are 

loosely grouped on the less hilly land near the Intermediate High 

School and Vlctorla Park which face each other at the northern end 

of Hume Bridge; except in the northwest where the town's water

works occupy hilly land fronting the river the rEst of North Yass 

is largely undeveloped. 

The central business area lies just south of Hume 

Bridge, extending for about hs.lf a mile along both sides of Comur 
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Street, with most of the shops concentrated on the eastern side 

and banks, public buildings (court house, post office, municipal 

chambers) and a cinema occupying much of the western street front

ages: as in Goulburn (PP. 116-7), this kind of functional group-

ing has produced anomalies in land values on OPPOSite sides of 
1 

the main street. 

Several churches and public buildings (ambulance station, 

Goodradigbee Shire chaxnbers, police statton, :eire station) and a 

few commercial premises are scattered around the business core, 

usually in cross streets but not mot'e than one block away from 

Comur Street, and Yass Town railway ststion is in Dutton Street, 

the next street parallel to Comur Street on the west, close to 

the town's heart. 

Except for a couple of small parks and the municipal 

1 
At its northern and southern ends Comur Street is lined with old 

and decadent buildings so that lEmd values there ape uniformly 
low, but in the main business area the asse ssed values (U.Q. v. 
1951) are as follow: 
Pert of Comur Street Western Side Eastern Side 
River (northern) end Court house Garage 

£8/10/- per ft. £21 per ft. 
Central town area 

Southern end end 
town approach (with 
many old buildings) 

Post Office BrJeery 
£30 per ft. £35 per ft. 
Bank Store 
£32/6/8 per ft. £56 PSI' ft. 
Cinema Newsagency 
£32 per ft. £50 per ft. 
Council Chambers Bakery 
£4 per ft. £2/10/- per ft. 
Garage Garage 
£3 per ft. £2/10/- per ft. 
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baths, the small area 01' flat and gently sloping land around the 

business core is occupied by residences, which during the last 

few years have also spread over' hilly land beside the Yass District 

Hospi ta.l in the new western residential subdivision of Marcrunont 

and on to the steep slopes in some newly-subdivided parts of 

O'Connell Town (east) where outcrops of resistant porphyry make 

building difficult and expensive; for rating purposes building 

allotments in Marchmont average about £3 per foot as against val-
. I, 

ues· of £1 to £2 per foot in O'Connell Town. 

The town's Court House (p.155) is its most imposing 

building. but ,,,part from it and a few lesser buildings like its 

post office, banks, a couple of old churches and a handfUl of' oh! 

homes, all of which faithf'ully reproduce architectural styles 

which were current in the 19th century, Yass contains little to 

distinguish it from countless other rural towns in Australia. 

Though a few homes with pleasing lines are being buH t in 

Marchmont, building developments in the town generally do not con-

duce to an attractive urban aspect: this, because most new homes 

(a fey! brick, but :Y!'icwipally asbestos sheeting) conform to a few 

kinds of' domestic building desiL,n, conceived in the first instance 

wi th little orilinality or imagination by draughtsmen employed by 

the manuf'actursrs of' building materials in the big cities, then 

used by the latter for a kind of ms.ss production of medium-priced 

homes throughout the country. Moreover', as in most other Austl'alian 

towns, the main street contains the usual spr>inkling of' modernised 



buildings of a stereotyped kind between the older shops with bal-

conies supported by kerb-side posts. !-Ier'e and there, of course, 

old Yass pr'oclaims itsslf in dif'ferent ways, as for example in the 

few hitching-posts which still exist 9.10ng the main street, and 

the spacious balconies with ornate fences of cast iron around 
1 

three of the town's four hotels. 

On the town's westel'n outSKirts, at about a mile from 

its centre, some 150 aborigines of very mixed descent live on a 

reserve of 30-40 aC.l'es in a dozen or so crude hu.mpies - rough 

dwellings built of' iron sheets on high piers. Quite apart from 

the fact that they have no ne;tural bent for farming, the reserve 

on which they live is comprised of' a rocky volcanic outcrop, so 

they must obtain employment in the town - the males as labourers 

and the females in domestic service. In an endesvour to have them 

assimilated in the m'ban community of YaSs the Aborigines' Welfare 

Board of.' New South Wales has acquired some lElnd in North Yass on 

which it has buil.t a few better dwellings for them. but, as yet, 

they have not inclined toward a sedentary habit of life and there 

are frequent movements of the natives between this "caJJl:,p" and a 

similar one at Oowra in the Lachlan Valley. The presence in this 

1 
The long and wide balcony was a specially significant feature of 

19th century hotel architecture in AUGtralia, one which is com
pletely out of f,,your in modern country hotel design. In the ab
sence of air-conditioning, however, the balcony was of' special 
meri t because it of'ten ,provided the oilly comi'orts.ble living quar
ters on hot nights in many inland towns. It often served also as 
a "drying area" (and it still does in some towns, including Yass, 
where it is not uncommon for lines of washing to be seen hanging 
out on clothes lines on the hotel balconies). 



way of a small group of aborigines on the urban fringe of Yass is 

by no means unique in AustralIa, though it is rare in the three 

States of the southeast. 

In addition to shewing many cormnon lines of urban evolu

tion with other rural towns, and having many similar characteristics 

of urban form, Yass has general uI'ban functions which may be 

regarded as "standard" for centres of its type. 

]'unction 

Yass provides all the customary administrative and com-

mercial services i'or an urban fIeld, extending fairly uniformly 
1 

for about 25-30 miles in all directions from the town (Fig.53), 

:r--
In addition to the standard service institutions, such as its 

post office, police station, court, district hospital, ambulance, 
school and the like, and its commercial buildings (shOps, banks, 
garages, bulk oil depots) it contains several district agencies 
of' the State Government, like branch offices of the Soil Conser
vation Service, the Water> Conservation and Irrigation COlmnission. 
the Department of' Main Roads, and the State Electricity Depart
ment as well as a Pastures' Protection Board. Other services are 
provided by a Baby Health Centre, a War Veterans' Home in North 
Yaas, churches of several denominations, a memorial hall 
and library, nursery and convent schools, a local newspaper 
(Tribune-Courier), a cinema, a municipal band, several clubs and 
cultural societies and a few minor industrial establishments. 

The town I s commercial enterprises are varied. It has about 60 
stores and miscellaneous shops, nearly a score of' garages or motor 
repair works and 8 bulk oil depots, about 30 carriers and wood 
merchants, 15 stock, estate and insur'ance agents, 5 large banks, 
4 hotels, 8 taxi and hire car services and one bus service: 
essential building services are provided by 18 builders, plumbers 
and house decorators and 2 large timber and building material sup
pliers; and its professional men comprise 4 doctors in practice, 
4 accountants and 3 solicitors. As in Queanbeyan (p.142), a 
rural tone is given to the town's activities by its 10 shearing 
contractors, 5 agricultural machine and stock agents, 2 large wool 
and skin buying agencies, several nurserymen and poultry breeders, 
and a veterinarian and a water-boring contractor. 
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and it is the seat of' its own municipal administration and of 

Goodradigbee Shire. 

Industries in Yass are of' a very minor order. They in

clude a freezing worles, a cordial factory and three dry-cleaning 

establishments as well ss a few miscellaneous factories: in 1952, 

a large i'lour mill which had operated from the early days of Yass 

closed down, and in December, 1954, a chenille factory, with 40 

employees, also closed down; this, like the clothing factory in 

Goulburn (P.115), as a consequence of the practice being adopted 

by manufacturers of concentrating all their activities in one 

place. In this instance, the chenille manufacturers with head

quarters in Goulburn have transferred their Yass unit into the 

recently-vacated clothing fsctory near their headquarters unit in 

that City, and the Yass factory is being used as temporary class

rooms for an overflow of pupils f'rom the town's Intermediate High 

School. 

At the 1947 census there were 1156 gainfully employed 

workers in Yass, and (indicative of the town's truly service 

functions) there was a reasonable degree of' balance between the 

numbers of workers engaged in various kinds of' employment (Fig.101). 

Urban Field and Minor Centres 

Because of' the subdued relief of the town's surround

ings the urban field of Yass is nearly circular and more regular 

than that of any other service town on the Southern Tablelands 

(p,160 and Fig.53), and next to Goulburn it is perhaps better 
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served with a radial network of roads than any other centre 

(P.151 ). 

More than a score of small centres lie wholly within 

this urban 1'ield, and a few others which are also influenced by 

centres other than Yass may be regarded as being partly so: 

though they differ in size and occasionally in form, most 01' them 

have a similar general function as minor service centres. Except

ions are Burrinjuck and Upper Burrinjuck assooiated with the 

hydro-electrio plant at Burrinjuck Dam, and Good Hope, a picnic 

and camping resort near the head 01' Burrinjuok reservoir. As rep

resentative examples we briefly oonsider the characteristics of 

Bowning, Murrumbateman, Jerrawa and Burrinjuck lying wholly wi th

in the urban field of Yass, and Binalong, which lies near the 

divide between the urban fields of Yass and Harden-Murrumburrah. 

Bowning is a small village with an irregular street pattern sited 

in a narrow valley, 9 miles 1'rom Yass, on Bowning Creek and the 

main southern railway and Hume Highway-Harden road junction. It 

oonsists basically of a small c ore of' commercial and public 

buildings (2 small stores, a butchery, a garage, a hotel, a cafe, 

a police station, a hall, a railway station and 2 ohurches) set 

in a loose group of about 20 residences: originally the village 

core was more strongly nucleated around a cross-roads site beside 

the railway station, but some of' the businesses have been attrac

ted towards the Hume Highway and they are now strung out along 

Leake Street, leading from the station to the highway (Fig. 54). 
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The village provides limited shopping facilities pri

marily for the families of railway f'ettlers and road workers 

living in it, and for a few grazier's in nearby areas, but all 

their major shopping needs are obtained from Yass. 

In the conventional Australian manner it grew first as 

a staging post on the Yass-Jugiong road, taking its name from 

nearby Bowning station on Derringullen Creek: though design plans 

for the village were prepared as early as 1840, it was not estab

lished until 1848 because it lay beyond the "limits of location", 

a few miles west of the western boundary of County Murray~ 

(APpendix 10). Bailli~rels Gazetteer, 1866, described it as a 

"roadside village", and in 1876, when the railway was built from 

Yass to Bowning and on to Binalong, it received a small influx of' 

railway workers and its population grew soon after to 183 at the 

1881 census, fluctuating thereafter to 193 in 1891, 126 in 1901, 

414 in 1911. 323 (with 45 others nearby) in 1921, 297 (with 197 

others nearby) in 1933, 277 (with 77 others nearby) in 1947 and 

provisional figures of 352 (with 89 nearby) in 1954: the increases 

during the present century have resulted prinCipally from the 

coming of road and railway workers and their families. 

Murrumbateman, officially proclaimed as a village on the 20th 

March, 1885. lies 15 miles from Yass on the Canberra road, and 

contains a store, post office, chUrch, school, petrol station, 

hall and 18 cottages. It originated as a stopping-place for 

horse-drawn traffic between Yass and Queanbeyan; then for a time 



164. 

served as a supply centre for a handful of prospectors on the not 

very productive Nanima Goldfield (proclaimed 1872) a few miles 

north; and now it provides postal, minor commercial, and primary 

schooling facilities 'for the adjacent grazing districts, though, 

like Bowning, it depends on Yass for all major urban services. 

Like Bowning, too, its population has fluctuated - from 81 in 1891 

to 59 in 1901, 133 in 1911, 94 in 1921, 147 in 1933, 128 in 1947, 

and 213 (provisional) in 1954 - but unlike the former, it has a 

regular grid layout since it is on a level part of the Yass 

Plains, with its buildings dispersed on the western side of the 

Canberra road. 

ierrawa. a tiny hamlet grouped around Jerrawa railway station on 

the main southern line, 13 miles east of Yass. contains only a 

store-post office, a church, a hall and a few cottages. It exists 

simply as a railway outlet for farm produce from surrounding dis

tricts served by roads leading west to Yass, east to oolong, 

Berrebangalo and Gunning, northeast to Dalton and northwest to 

Pudman Creek. Most of its 157 inhabitants at the 1947 census were 

railway workers, though it also had a f'ew farm workers: all re

gard Yass as their "town". 

Burrinjuck and Upper Burrinjuck, two line-settlements, strung out 

along the ros,d beside Burrinjuck reservoir' on steep slopes which 

offer few opportunities for building, lie about 30 miles south

west of Yass and depend wholly on it for all urban services except 

electric i ty supply, which is supplied to the town from the dam. 
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Burrinjuck. half a mile above the dam, is a permanent 

settlement containing the a&ninistrative offices of the engineer

ing staff at the dam, a.bout 30 cottages, a few baI'I'acks i'or single 

officers and a small gI'OUp of service buildings (post office, 

store, bakery, police station, two chuI'ches, a primary schoo:J" a 

large recreation hall and a medical sur'g6ry) (Fig. 55). Upper 

Burrinjuck, L. miles further upstream, is a temporary settlement 

whose layout is less hampered by relief. It contains a rock

crushing plant and the living quarters of wOl'kmen engaged in 

remedying defects in the wall of the dam. The aggregate popula

tion of the two settlements is about 700. 

~inalong village, 528 at the 1947 census, is centrally placed 

relati ve to the larger centz'es of Yass (22 miles east), Harden

Murrumburrah (19 miles west) and Boorowa (20 miles north). 

In the second quarter of the 19th century it originated 

as a staging post on the road from the Yass Plains to the newly

settled Lachlan Vslley, and it soon became important as the 

Crown Commissioner's seat for the Lachlan Squatting District and 

as a petty sessions court centre, but when the large .holdings of 

the Lachlan Valley were broken up for closer settlement Binalong 

soon lost its administrative function though it remained an im

portant assize centre for some years. During the 1860's, when 

its popUlation was only about 200, it functioned as a quite im

portant comlnercial centre for a district wi th about 3,000 people, 

and when the railway was built from Yass in 1876 it became a 

rail-head for about a year, till the line was extended to Harden. 
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Binalong is lejd out in the form of a Y (Fig.56), with 

regularly gri(lded streets on gentle hills around Balgalal Creek 

in the stem of the Y. Here are most of its buildings - detached 

a little way from the village core (comprised of a post office, 

two stores, a bakery, a bank, a hotel, a garage and a mechanics' 

institute and hall).'located at cross roads in the north, where 

the arms meet the stem 0:1' the Y. One or two commercial buildings, 

a police station, a large court houee, tViO churches and a state 

and a church school are also scattered through the residences in 

the south, where, in pre-railway days, village life was focussed 

on the court house and two nearby inns (now used as residences). 

Though a second railway station has been built a li ttle to the 

north of the village, the core still remains beside the old 

station, which is now used as a houee. 

The village is primarily a minor service centre for 

its own railway workers and the nearby rural districts: most of 

the village workers were employed at a quarry at Illalong Creek, 

4 miles east, but when it closed down in 1953 they were given 

other railway duties • 

. Once dependent solely on Yass for all its urban ser

vices, Binalong now looks principally to the twin towns of Harden

Murrumburrah for them, largely because they are three miles 

closer by a better road. Some villagers, of' course, still patron

ise the large shops in Yass, but more go to Harden; bulk petrol 

is supplied by both centres; Yass (Tribune-Courier) and Boorowa 
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Cooma may well be termed a town in transition. Till 

now it evolved along lines that were normal for a y'ursl town in 

a pastoral environment in Austr9lia, exce9t that it; "as also 

located near an im90rtant winter tourist area. but at the pX'esent 

time it is passing through a very vigorous phase of' growth with 

conseQuential changes of a major' order :in its form and function. 

The responsible factor, the Snowy Mountains Scheme, is abnormal 

in that it is a vast and costly undertaking fully out of' charac

ter with any previous developmental activities in the area, and 

because it is af'fecting a large part of' the Southern Tablelands 

primarily to serve national, not local or regional, needs. As 

the main gateway to the Monaro Plateau and the higher la.od 

around it, the town "as the logical choice for the headquarters 

of the Authority. 

Position and Site Factors 

Lying on the nO.('thern approaches to Monaro rather than 

on the Plateau itself. Cooma occupies an important cross-roads 

location from which major roads branch north to Queanbeyan and 

Canberloa, WEst to Adamin"by, KiEmdra and Tumut, southwest to 

Berridale, Jindabyne and Mount Kosciusko, and southeast to 

N immit abel , Bemboka. BeS'" Bombala and. Delegate. A few minor 

roads which serve surrounding pastor'al districts also converge on 

the town. 

Its growth as an important transport node and as the 

principal gateway town of the Monaro seems to su£gest that local 
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topography was a significant factor of Oooma's general location, 

for the town lies at a point on the northern fringe of the basalt 

flows of the Monaro where tne plateau is joined by its main 

approach, the broad corridor leadln;,;; north alone the Murrumbidgee 

Valley. 

The town, 2662 feet above sea level, ts sited at the 

junction of two north-flowtng streams, Oooma Greek and Ocoma Back 

Greek, which follow more or less parallel courses to a point about 

five miles south of the town; where they begin to COllvet'ge before 

joining in the town to flow through a deep valley incised in 

gneiss and schists. In consequence, the amount of flat land on 

the site suitable for town building is vepy limited, so that Gooma 

h8.s been forced to spread fpom the valley floors ovel' the ridge 

separating the two streams and on to hilly slopes north and east 

of eooma Greek. East and west from the large outcrop of gneiss 

and the na.t'rov' belt of schists and quartzite on which the town 

has been built there are large flows of Tertiary bas8.lts (Fig. 58) 

weathe!'ed into tabular' terraces which stand out conspicuously in 

many town vistas. 

Oooma's site, surveyed for a village in 18LI9 (:&'ig.59), 

was selected principally bee3use of the pel'sonal influence of the 

Oommissionep for the Monaro Squatting District on the grounds that 

it was conven:i.ently near his headquarter's (:i.n Lambie Street on 

Gooma Back Greek), but it is much pooper then one on higher and 

level groound e'J8t of' the existing town which was advooated in somo 
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quarters at the time o:f the survey: apart from the disadvantages 

of the hilly terrain for town building, much 01' the central town 

area is flooded periodically when water banks up through being 

constricted at the confluence of Cooma and Gooma Back Creeks. 

Evolution 

Soon after Surveyor Townsend had prepared the design 

plan :for the village of Cooma (Fig.59) it was gazetted, and the 

:first sale of village allotments was held in the following year. 

At that time the Mona:t'o Squatting District was only 

thinly peopled by pastopalists on le.p.;e puns, ranging from 2000 

to 81.1-.000 acres, but mostly from 10,000 to 30,000 acres and on 

the site of Cooma there were only two small settlem6nts - the 

Commissione.r I s house and office with a nearby lock-up, at the 

southern end of Lambie Street, and IUrwan I s "Improvements" (an 

inn, a stone stor'e, a smithy, a stable and some stockyapds) along 

Cooma Creek, jllst below the Cooma Back Creek confluence. 

Initially, the vElage f'unctioned as a Comnlissioner's 

seat, and to a lessep extent as a m:Lnor commercial centpe, but 

its early growth was slow because it was linked only by long and 

poor lines of com,'T!Unication with the "settled districts" oi' the 

Colony: for some years after it was established, Cooma had only 

an intermittent mail service to and from Queanbeyan, and all 

heavy goods passing to and from the village had to be transported 

by bullock drays on the very poor tracks leading to Sydney or 

to the COElSt; regular coaching services between Cooma and other 
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centres were not established until the 1860's. 

Cooma's growth received its f'irst real impetus when 

gold Vias discovered at Kiandra, 52 miles southwest, in 1859. In 

the rush which folloVie~ the goldfield's population expanded 

quickly (it. was estimated at 15,000 in March, 1860). thus greatly 

stimulating the business life of the village which served as its 

principal supply centre. Though the Kiandra rush was short-lived, 

Cooma's urban geins were permanent, because its new and large 

stores were well-stocked and s.ttracted more business from the sur

rounding rural districts than they had done previously: mOI'eoveI', 

the gold discoveries at Kiandra and elsewhere in the Eucumbene 

Valley were followed by the discoveI'Y of' other minerals in the 

districts around Cooma, and though many 01' these were only of 

minoI' importance, they attracted groups of' miners who regarded 

the village as their business centre. The minerals included coal 

found on Myalla Creek, a few miles south of Cooma. which was 

worked during the 1860's; gold on the Cooma field near Murrumbidgee 

Bend, 8.1so worked in the 1860' s; copper found at Kylos, two miles 

from Adaminaby, in 1860; tin at Gegedzerick, 17 miles westsouth

west of Coom8., in 1872; copper at Middle }i'lat. 6 miles east, in 

1880; tungsten at Berridale in 1891; copper at Daptmoor, 4 miles 

southeast, in 1897; and gold at Bushy Hill, 2 miles east, in 1897. 

Though not officially proclaimed as a town until 1885. 

Cooma was listed as a "new town" with 369 inhabitants at the 1861 

census, and five years later Bailliere's Gazetteer described it 
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as a "postal town" with a hospital and benevolent asylum combined, 

a postal, money order and telegraph office, quarter sessions, dis

trict and police courts, a literary institute with 60 members, a 

cattle stealing prevention society, branches of two banks and two 

insurance companies, a local newspaper (Monaro Mercury) and six 

hotels. 

Despite the strong inflUence of the Kiandra rush on the 

business life of Oooma, the village's population did not expand 

much until the 1870's, for at the 1871 census it had only 492 in

habitants: therea.fter, however, it grew more quickly and was in

corporated as a municipality in 1879, continuJ.ng to expand to 1042 

at the 1881 census, 1729 in 1391, 1938 in 1901, and 2330 in 1911 -

nOI'mal increases reflectine; its steady growth as a commercial and 

service centre for the Monaro, a development which was fostered 

in part by its function as a rail-head from 1889 to 1912 and its 

rise during the present century as a pOint of access for tourists 

to the winter snow-fields near Mount Kosciusko. 

When the railway was extended to Nimmitabel in 1912, 

then to Bombala in 1921, Oooma's population fell to 1834 (1921 

census) but rose again in the 1920' s, though, as a conse quence of 

the depression at the end of the decade, it reached only 1969 at 

the 1933 census, rising to 2249 in 1947. Since 1951, however, 

when the building of North Oooma was begun, the town has expanded 

much more quickly to 6503 (provisional) in 1954. and coincident 

with this growth Oooma's "face" has changed markedly. 
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Morphol~and Aspect 

In spite of' the unsuitability of' the local relief' on 

much of' itR site, Cooma's street layout is on the whole regularly 

gridded (Fig.60), and in consequence much of' the hilly land in 

the south and west, originally intended i'or town building, remains 

lar&ely undeveloped, and the town has developed principally on the 

small are",- of' f'lat land along Cooma Creek, whe.re northeast

southwest and northwest-southeast streets intersect each other. 

As an important ef'f'ect of the standard grid being ap

plied to its local relief' in this way, Cooma has a business core 

which is more distinctly central than those of' other> towns on the 

Southern Tablelands, -for its business area extends f'or only a short 

way along its main street (Sharp Street) and two blocks back on 

either side (Fig.60): thus, it. is in the form of' a short and 

blocky oblong in contrast to the long and narrow oblong formed by 

the business areas in most towns, where shops, banks, hotels, 

garages and the like are strung out along the principal commercial 

row (Goulburn, Yass, Braidwood, Crookwell), sometimes with a sec

ondary commercial street (Queanbeyan). 

Most of the town's public buildings are in the north

west, principally on one block (Fig.60). They comprise an old 

gaol (now used as a Lands Ofi'1ce and by the Clerk of Petty Sessions), 

a new gaol, a court house, a police station and a post office -

all solidly built, chiefly of local bun ding stone, et an early 

stage in Cooma's development. well above the flood levels o~ Cooma 

Creek. 
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The central business core is enveloped by a broad resi

dential belt which also contains a few scattered commercial 

buildings (oil depots nesr the railway stati.on and new stores in 

Sharp Street near Oooma Back Oreek), offices of the Snowy 

Mountains Authority on Oooma Back Oreek, and the town's schools 

and churches, though it is intercepted in the west and south by 

large recreation areas, such as Nijong Park on flats liable to 

floods at the junction of the two creeks, the showground, and 

parks on rocky hills (Fig.60). 

Until the last few years, Oooma retained all the aspect 

of the frontier town that it was in the last century, as in the 

large public buildings built with prison labour and the archi

tectural styles of its commercial bui.ldings, particularly the 

hotels. Now, of course, its business area contains the customary 

sprinkling of modern banks and shops and a re-modelled hotel, 

and its many new residences are heavily stamped in the current 

Australian mould of domestic architecture: these are fast sub

merging the old rural town character that Oooma possessed as late 

as the 1920's beneath an urban aspect which is almost identical 

with that of any other Australian town. The rapid growth of North 

Oooma (Fig.61), contiguous to the old town, which has been 

achieved by the building of hundreds of prefab and pre-cut homes 

of uniform designs, has detracted still further from the individu

alistic urban aspect that Oooma once had. 

In addition to its aspect, the town's life he.s been 

much changed since the Snowy Mountains Authority set up its 
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administrative headquarters and its main supply base in North 

Cooma: from a sleepy town, which only stirred into activity on the 

weekly shopping day when pastoralists from surrounding districts 

gathered in groups when their business was done to discuss farm

ing matters and topics of mutual interest or when large groups of 

tourists, changing over from rail to motor transport on their way 

to Kosciusko, paused to shop for a while, Cooma has changed into 

a busy centre. Many trucks and other vehicles now pasS along its 

main street from North Cooma to widely separated places at which 

work is being carried out by the Snowy Mountains Authority, and 

the town's business life has been stimulated much by its own 

growth and by the rise of North Cooma, whose residents depend 

wholly on Cooma for all shopping services. 

Cooma's urban character has not changed smoothly, for 

the rapid growth of North Cooma severely taxed the town's commer

cial facilities, and because of' the difficulties which resulted a 

strong undercurrent of antagonism developed against the new

comers: this is now beginning to pass, but most of Cooma's busi

ness people are conservatively minded to such an extent that they 

refuse to recognise that the town is passing through a new phase 

of life, and all but a rew 01' them steadfastly refrain from expan

ding their old premises or erecting new ones. In consequence there 

are some anomalies in its present growth, for while its general 

urban function and its form as a whole are changing rapidly the 

business core remains little altered, but obviously this state of 
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affairs cannot persist. 

!unction 

As we have seen (pp.170-172), Cooma originated as the 

Commissioner's seat for the Monaro Squatting District and subse-

quently became a commercial centre for the Monaro, a supply centre 

for the Kiandra goldfield, and a place of access to the Kosciusko 

snowfields. Befmre work was begun on the Snowy Mountains Scheme, 

Cooma was functionally stable as a rural service centre of the 

usual Australian type, but because of the building of North Cooma 

and the many changes in its urban field (such as large influxes 

of workmen, the building 01' many new rOads and the setting-up of 

large construction camps) the town's importance has much increased. 

It provides all the customary services of a rural town 
1 

of its size, and it is a municipal and shire centre and contains 
2 

the district agencies of several State government departments. 

,--
Telephone subscribers in Cooma (Telephone Directory, January 1955) 

may be classified as follow: stores, shops etc. (64), garages (10), 
oil depots (7)~ hotels (6), banks (5), carriers (18), taxis and 
taxi trucks (7), agents (12) including 5 specif'ically stock and 
station agents, solicitors (6)~ doctors (5), accountants (4), 
builders etc. ~16). drovers (}), shearers (6) and a dam excavato.r. 
The town also has a high school, a primary school and a convent 
school, a local newspaper ("Monaro Express"), a broadcasting 
station, a hospital, ambulance station, a baby health centre, a 
fire station, a. theatre, a court house and a prison camp (used for 
the detention of good conduct prisoners engaged in farm duties). 

2 
Such as a Pastur'es' Protection Board and a district agronomist 

Department of Agriculture), a soil conservationist (Department of 
Conservation) and branches of the Department of Main Roads and the 
State Electricity Department. 
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It also contains the headqua:£'ters of the Snowy MountE,ins Authority 

and a Commonwealth District Employment Office. The town's minor 

industries comprise a cordial factory, a cement product wor-ks, a 

fibrous plaster factory, several meat and smallgoods works. a saw

mill, two laundries and a eucalyptus distillery. Thus it may be 

seen that its function is generally similar to that of Queanbeyan 

and Yass, though the sha.pe of its urban field is somewhat differ

ent to that of either of those centres (P.55). 

Qrban Field and Minor Centres (Fig.62) 

Except where it penetrates to Colinton (28 miles) along 

the corridor of low lend along the Murrumbidgee River, Cooma's 

urban field is virtually cut 01'1' fairly abruptly in the north be

cause the sparsely populated rcinges on either side of the river 

are used only for light grazing. The more easterly of those 

ranges (the Kybeyan and other ranges south of them) form the east

ern rim of the Tablelands and also mark the eastern limits of 

cooma's urban field. To the south and southwest, however, Cooma's 

influence extends more widely so that its urban field embraces the 

whole of' the Monaro Plateau and penetrates also into the higher 

land 9.round it (Fig.62). 

Naturally, because the local environment of Cooma' s urban 

field is more dominantly pastoral than any other part of the 

Tablelands, most of' the minor centres in it are small, though they 

are of interest tor a variety 01' reasons: the more significant of 

them are Bunyan (5 miles north), Bredbo (21 miles north), 
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Nimraitabel (23 miles southeast), Dalgety (33 miles southsoutheast), 

Berr-idale (21 miles south), Jindabyne (33 miles south), Adaminaby 

(30 miles southwest) and Kiandra (52 miles southwest), though The 

Chalet near Mount Kosciusko and the Snowy Mountains constl'uction 

camps (Guthega, Munyang, Island Bend, Eaglehawk, Tollbar, 

Cabramurra and Tumut Ponds) also depend on Cooma f'or all their 

urban services. 

Except Kiandra, which mushroomed almost overnight as a 

gold mining boom town and disappeared nearly as quickly after a few 

years of turbulent exiutence, all came into being with route 

functions, either .at stream crossings (Bredbo, Jindabyne, Dalgety) 

or as stopping places for bullock drays and horse-drawn vehicles 

(Bunyan, Berl'idale, Adaminaby): with few exceptions they are being 

inf'luenced to a greater or lesser degree by the Snowy Mountains 

power project. 

Bunyan, originally Reid's 1<'lat after its first occupier, and later 

Jews' Flat, because of its many Jewis h settlers, was perhaps the 

nearest approach to a village settlement in the early days of the 

Monaro: it grew up beside an alluvia.l i'lat on which crops could be 

grown, in a site which was more sheltered from strong and bleak 

winds than others further south; but when tracks were developed 

across the Monaro it was soon supplanted by Cooma as the principal 

settlement, at'ter which it served as a staging post on the road 

from Queanbeyan. The building of the railway to Cooma in 1889, 

and later, the rise of motor transport, caused the village to 
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decline, and it now has all the usual features of a decadent 

staging post - the ruins of two inns and a few houses beside the 

old coaching road, and a few small buildings scattered around the 

railway station, about half a mile i'rom the old road. 

Bredbo, beside a former ford on the Bredbo Rivel', is also typical 

of many small villages on the Southern Tablelands which came into 

being as coach staging posts but managed to survive in the motor 

era by becoming minor commercial centres for nearby farming lands. 

In its layout (Fig.63) and aspect it differs only in minor details 

from other villages of its type. 

Nimmi tabel (1"ig.64) grew comm rati vely early in the history of the 

Monaro as 8 small commercial outpost at the junction of trtwks 

leading from Oooma down the Brown Mountain to Bega on the south 

coast, and of roads leading south to Bombala and Delegate, thence 

to eastern Victoria. When a road was built down the Brown 

Mountain in place of the track in 1860, the village's importance 

as a lesser transport node was increased, and again, to some small 

extent, between 1912 and 1921 when it was a rail-head till the 

line was built to Bombala. On the whole its form and aspect are 

conventionally Australian, but a few of its buildings (particu

larly its post office, an hotel and the remains of an old flour 

mill) give the village the aspect of s. frontier settlement, and 

an inaQngruQus nets has alse been added t~ it by the building of 

a Tudor front on an old and bare weatherboard hotel. The old mill 

is of particular interest because it is a solidly built masonry 
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str-ucture unlike the flimsy wooden mills which wer-e usual in r-ural 

villages in colonial times. Its builder originally intended that 

it should be a wind-driven flour mill but owing to the many pro

tests by horse-owners in the district it became horse-power-ed in-

stead: subsequently, i~ was used as a timber mill. 

12erridale originated as a line-h8mlet along the Cooma-Jindabyne 

road at the Dalgety road junction, but since 1947 the village has 

expanded to the northwest and southeast, principally in the latter 

direction along the Dalgety roa.d which is now taking on the char

acter of a service and commerci al r-ow (Fig.65). A small influx of 

workers (and their families) fr-om the Snowy Mountains project 

have accounted in part for Beri'idale' s str'ong growth during the 

last few years, hut, more important in this connection, the village 

is the seat of a progressive shire (Snowy River) whose finances 
1 

are in a healthy condition - a circumstance which is by no means 

true for local authorities generally in rural parts of New South 

Wales. ,- --
As a result of a recent revaluation of its rateable land and a 

gradual increase of' general rates from 5d. in the £. to 1/- in 
the £. during the last ten years, the revenue of Sno'l'Y Mountains 
Shire has increased from about £18,000 to about £110,000, annual
ly, thus permitting modern road-making plant and equipment to be 
purchased, with a SUbstantial surplus f'or other- shire works. 
Since the shire's population is dominantly rural, its pastoral
ists make few demands for services other than traf'ficable roads: 
these can be built at moderate cost because of' the use of the 
shire's eff'icient plant, also because the topography of much of 
the shire is undulating s.nd contains an abundance of suitable 
road-ma.1dng materials. In consequence, capital has been made 
available for general improvement works in the shire centre 
( Berridale) • 
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The village and its immediate surroundings have been 
1 

proclaimed as an Urban Area under the State Local Government Act, 

and to encours.ge people to settle there the Shire Council has 

instituted a system of home-building loans, having invested 

£70,000 in mortgages on houses since 1947. It is also proceeding 

with plans to build new council chambers. a shire hall and a cen-

trally-heated cinema, and has taken steps to secure a new and 

lar'ge post office (promised by 1957 by the Postmaster General's 

Department) and a new police station. In addition, private enter

prise in the village is being encouraged to re-construct the old 

inn which has survived from coaching days into a modern hotel and 

to build a laree store. All this contrasts strongly with the 

laissez-fai!'e policy o:f the municipal authorities and business 

people of' Cooma, to which town the people of Berridale still must 

look for many of their major urban services. 

Concurrently with its vigorous growth, Berridale's pull 

on the surrounding countryside has obviously become much greater, 

and it now has an urban field providing some services which extends 

fOr about 10 miles nOl,th towards Cooma, 12 miles southeast to 

Da1gety, 14 miles nOrtheast to Bobundara, 11+ miles northwest to 

Middlingbank, and 15 miles southwest to Rocky Plains. At the 1947 

1 
Under Sections 540-555 of Act No.41, 1919. An Urban Area is a 

kind of' sub-municipality in a Shire. in that it is an urbanised 
part of a shire with an elected Urban Committee, over whi.ch the 
Shir'e Council has all the powers of a municipality, including the 
power to levy 10csl rates,paid into a separate fund as prescribed 
and used only for purposes fOr the benefit of the local area. 
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census the villsz,e had 338 inhEl.bi tants wi th 150 othf';PS nearby, so 

that it was about one-fifth the size of' Cooma, and though pro

visionel figuPElS from the 1951+ census show that the latter (inclu

ding North Oooma) is now 'lob out 9 times bigger, Berridale's growth 

has been more balanced on ths whole than that of' old eooma. 

;Qalf\st~', 169 at. the 1947 census and a provisional figure of 78 

with 131 othe!1s ne8r~by in 195h, is ~l 'slDB,ll village which serves as 

a minor service centre for nearby pastoral districts, though to 

uss the expression of' its inha.bi tants it is essentially a "Cooma 

town ". 

Initially it grew up as Barnes' (later Buckley'EY Cros

sing Place beside a 1"01'd on the Snowy River at which a few local 

tracks met the main road leaciing from ths Monaro to Twofold Bay, 

but cODseQuent upon the failure of' Benjamin Boyd's Eden-Monaro 

development scheme in 1849 the settlement lost any pretentions it 
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Jindabyne, a pI'l.vately subdivid6d village, is COD;pI'iscd of twinned 

bridge-head settlements on opposite banks of' the Snowy lUver whepe 

it is crossed by the Kosciusko rOEld, 33 miles south of Cooma (Fig. 

67). It originated as a ford-side mustering place to which cattle 

wex'e drawn from the Kosciusko Plateau bcf'ol'e the onset of' wintel' 

snows, bcfol'e being drafted to the lowel' MonaI'o distI'icts or to 

the adjoininG GippslElnd districts in Victoria: subsequently it be

CElIDS a l'linor commercial centre for the past01.'alists in its sur

roundings, and later, a stoc,ping place for tour-ists going to the 

Hotel Kosciusko OI' The Chalet. 

Till recently. the village' s two cells - a small busi

ness cellon the north bank, and a lapger but principBlly resi

dential cellon the south bank were fairly compo.ct, but since 

the Snowy Mountains works h')ve been in ppogpess "sha.nty towns" 

(sub-standard residences) have developed on both sides of the 

rivep. downstpeam from the bridge: hel'e, there are many 1'liwsy 

and make-shift sh'~cks built of' assorted:.nateri3.1s on the north 

bank and a small cluster of crude pis,," dwellings on the south 

all built by migr9.nt settlers and contravening local buildlng 

regulat.ions. 

i\s one of' the final stages in the Snov.y lilountains 

scheme, a dam will be built across the ri vep just below the vil

la.ge causing it to be flooded, and to prepare fop thi.s the AutiloI'

i ty has begun building ~iindabyne Works Township (later to become 

the new villa3,e of ~findabyne) on hHly land south 01' the dam s1 te 

about 1i:r miles from the existing village (see inset, l!'iG;.68). 
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As yet, the new village (]'ig.68) is only in the early stages of 

building, but as the work progresses residents of old J·indabyne 

may elect to move to a comparable site in the new settlement or 

to be compensated for their property when it is f'looded. 

Jindabyne is still popular as a stopping place for tour

ists on their way to the Kosciusko snow-fields and their passing 

trade is quite important for its few small businesses, but more 

important still is the regular week-end trade from workers at con

struction camps higher up in the valley at Guthega clam, Munys.ng 

power station and Island Bend shaft, stnce the village's hotel and 

shops are their nearest. Minor roads enable J·indabyne to provide 

some services also for pastoralists at Moonbah and Ingebyra (south), 

Kalkite (west) and Dry Plains and Rocky Plains (northwest), but 

its majop road link is with Cooma, the nearest railway centre, from 

which it and these districts obtain all their major urban services. 

Adaminaby (Pig.69) 30 miles west of Cooma on the Monaro Highway, was 

established as a village in the early 1860's to serve as an admin

istrative centre for the Kiandra and ~Sucumbene goldfields, occupy

ing a site just below the zone of heavy winter snow:talls (cf. p.55) 

at the junction of five roads leading to and from the fields. 

After the gold rush had ended in the late 1860's, the village per

sisted as a commercial and general service centre for the surround

ing pastoral districts, though much reduced in importance. Under 

the Crown Lands Act of 1885 it was proclaimed as the town of 

Seymour, but was renamed Ada'11inaby in the following year, to avoid 
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the responsibility for bunding the Adaminaby Dam. 

Though it is only a temporary town, Eaglehawk has been 

suppl led with the ameni tie s common to all the camps of the area, 

but in addition to having reticulated water and electricity sup

plies, being fully sewered, and having a school (enrolment about 

200), a hall and shopping faCilities, its residents have been pro

vided with a nine-hole golf course - an amenity not possible near 

the other camp sites. 

Kiandra, 22 milEs west of Adaminaby, has now shrunk to insignifi

cant proportions relative to its size during the gold rushes of 

the 1860's, and though it lies in Oooma's urban field its study 

fits best with that of the other decadent centres of the Table

lands (Ohapter X). 

Oabramurra, described by the Snowy Mountains Authority as its 

"regional township for the Upper Tumut River area", is the newest 

settlement of an urban character on the Southern Tablelands. It 

lies about 9 miles south of Kiandra, on the top of a high ridge 

beside the Tumut River, and Since it is at an elevation of 4,890 

feet above sea level (300 feet higher than Kiandra) it is said to 

be the highest "town" in Australia. 

Following the completion of the Guthega dam and the 

Munyang power house in the Kosciusko area in February, 1955. many 

of the workmen, and some of the buildings from Island Bend, have 

been transferred to Oabramurra: this is one of' several such shifts 

which Vlill occur as the different stages of work in the scheme are 
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put in hand. 

Cabramurra, population 500 (estimate March, 1955), has 

the general aspect and contains all the appurtenances of' camps of' 

its kind, most of' its buildings ( administrative o1'f'ice8, store 

sheds, cottages, barracks and messes) being arranged in rows along 

terraces which have been made necessary by the steep slopes of' the 

ridge on which it is built (Fig. 71): all the buildings (made either 

of timber or galvanised iT'on sheeting) are of the type which can be 

dismantled readily in sections to be transported elsewhere when 

the need arises. The "town" is entirely an Authority settlement, 

since the latter is responsible f'or erecting all buildings, such 

as churches, a school, a store, a bank, a post o1'fice and a petrol 

station in addition to living quarters and store sheds for its own 

special needs, and also f'or providing all the essential services 

for the inha.bitants. 

Naturally, because the Authority's headquarters are in 

Cooma, the settle,ment has strong links with that centre, connec

tions being maintained by the Authority's own vehicles for official 

purposes and by a regular Courier Bus Service, by arrangement with 

Pioneer Coaches, i'or private purposes: in addition, however, 

Oabr8IDurra has some links with Tumut, west of' the Tablelands and 

about the same distance away as Oooma, from which some supplies 

(like groceries and f'resh vegetables) are obtained and to which the 

Authority runs a subsidised bus on a f'ortnightly shopping trip. 

Though largely dependent on Oooma for its needs, the 
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settlement by reason of its isolation leads a life which is more 

or less self'-contained and characteristically its own: for example, 

its community in consequence of being pioneering in type leads a 

more corporate life than is usual in settlements of' equivalent 

size in Australia, with the group interests being expressed in and 

served by several clubs and societies, a community Ij.brary and a 

local news-sheet (Roundabout) published each Priday. 

IV CROOKVVELL 

The Town of a Shire 

Like Bombala. and Braidwood to a lesser extent, Crookwell 

is essentially the town of' its shire. which embraces a wedge

shaped area of' 1328 square miles in the north of' the Tablelands, 

between the Abercrombie and Lachlan Rivers above their confluence. 

But though the whole of' Crookwell Shire is nominally the town's 

urban f'ield it is not entirely so in fact. largely because of the 

town's eccentr'ic position relative to the terri tory it administers 

and its proximity to Goulburn (Fig. 72): the topography of' the shire 

also contributes to some extent to the weakening of Crookwell's 

influence in a par't of its urban field. 

Location and Site 

Loca.ted about 30 miles northwest of' Goulburn, Crookwell 

lies in the southes.st of its shire on the headwaters of the 

Crookwell River, at an elevation of about 2900 feet a.bove the sea. 

Except for a few old buildings on a small flat beside the 1'i ver, 

the town has grown up on the slopes around both banks, but princi-

pally on the south, and it is picturesquely set inside a ring of 
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nearby hills whose Gentle outlines and grassy slopes, at appro

priate times after rainy periods, strongly suggest the aspect of 

the English Downs. Beyond them the rolling topogl'aphy extends 

1'01' many miles in all directions, generally with light stands of 

timber interspersed b"etween extensive grazing paddocks; but to 

the north near Peelwood and to the northwest near Bigga the 

country becomes more rugged with much thick forest cover. 

As might be expected, grazing is the dominant activity 

in the districts around the town, primarily sheep raising for 

wool, mutton and lamb, with some cattle raising and dairying and 

some cultivation (mainly fodder crops, potatoes and fruit). Ori

ginally, the emphasis was on wheat growing, but this has now de

clined to inSignificant proportions, being superseded by sheep 

raising which f'irst became important towards the end of the 19th 

century. Dairying was first established around Crookwell in the 

1880's and was a major activity for about three decades; fruit 

growing was locally significant a little later, and potato culture 

has been developed since 1900, 

As an effect of Crookwell's eccentric position in the 

shire and its nearness to Goulburn, much of the business belonging 

to its shops goes either to Goulburn or Boorowa: for example, 

people living in the Golspie, Wowagin and Roslyn districts (east) 

and in the Kialla, Grabben Gullen and Bevendale distx'ic ts (south) 

generally prefer to shop in Goul burn where more varied shopping 

fa.cilities are available, even though they live closer to Crookwell; 
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similarly, some trade escapes from the western parts of the shire, 

as around Narrawa and Markdale, through the undulating country to 

Boorowa which is closer than Crookwell. In the north and north

west, hov>ever, Crookwell's influence has been more firmly estab

lished over minor centrES like Peelvvood, Tuena and Bigga because 

the pough countr-y along the Abercrombie and Lachlan Rivers cuts 

them off f'airly effectively from centres like Bathurst and Blayney 

on the Central Tablelands and Cowr9. on the South West Slopes 

(Fig.72). 

Consequent upon the butlding of 8 brE:.!lch railway from 

Goulburn in 1901, Orookwell became the principal outlet for the 

rural produce of the shiJ~e. and it developed logically as the 

major focus of' its road system, thus taking over the role ortgi

nally per1'ormed by the village of Binda (13 miles northwest) and 

later by Laggan (5·~ mUes northeast): its rise in this way marked 

the culmineting point in "hat had been previously a comparatively 

uneventful life, and led directly to the changes which have pro

duced its existina morphological features. 

Evolution, Form and AsP.££J;. 

Though most of the area which now co;npriees the town's 

urban field was occupied by X'u.)"al settlers dUX'ing the 1820's and 

1830's, Crookwell itself did not gain any prominence till much 

later. Apart fr·om the small clusters o:f huts and cott;ages which 

grew up around a few inns and stores scattel'ed along some or the 

tracks serving the district, the only important upban development 
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in early times was the establishment of Binda, proclaimed as a 

Government village in 1851 to serve as an administrative and 

poltce centre. Soon after, the private village of LaBgem grew on 

the main road leading from Goulburn to the Tuena and Trunkey 

Creek goldfields and Bathurst, at a point where it was joined by 

tracks fI'om several directions, and becemethe principal commer

cii'll and flour-milling centre for most of ;vhat is now Crookwell 

Shire. 

In the 1850's elso, a small hamlet grew up at Brooklands 

on a flat bt'side the existing business core of the town, where 

several tracks converged on a ford on the Crookwell River. Sub

sequently, many more hutE; wepe built there, and the n8me of the 

settlement was chenged to Kiama (aftep a nearby creek), but 

apparently the hamlet did not expand mUch on to the adjacent 

slopes which were proclaimed as the site of' the village 01' Crook

well on 11th December, 1860. 

Crookwell's initial growth was slow, f'or in the first 

three decades of its life only a few public buildings were 

erected in it and its streets consisted merely of rough tracks 

winding between tho stumps ot' fallen tl'E;es. and it did not really 

begin to progress till the 1880's and 1890's: by this time of 

course it was beginning to rEap benefits from the new a",ricultural 

and pastoral developments in its surroundings. Its growth as a 

commercial and service town, however, is primarily a happening of 

the present century and has been brought about by such things as 



the sustained productivity and pposperity of it.s rural environ-

ment, the coming of' the railvay, the setting up of' Crookwell 

Shil'e (under the provisions of the Local GovernmBnt Act, 1906) and 

a general improvement of roads throughout the area it serves. All 

this is reflected by the changes in Crookwell's popule.tion since 

the 1881 census when it contdned 21.jO people, for at successive 

censuses it expanded to 925 in 1891, 1395 in 1901, 1696 in 1911, 

1759 in 1921, 1867 in 1933, 1882 in 191.j7 to the provisional figure 

of 1956 in 1954; in addition, Nopth Cpookwell wes credited with 97 

in 1921 and 176 in 1947. but v.as not listed in the othep enumera-

t ions. 

Morpholol:!,ically, the t01r.tl has many counteppapts in 

Austpalia, since it hel.s the conventional gpidded street layout in 

which one main shoP9ing street (Goulburn Street) is set in an 

upban belt containing residences, public ouildings. recpeation 

areas and all the other usual upoan festuI'Es(Fig. 73). but on the 

whole it looks freshep and has a neater aspect than most towns on 

the Southepn Tablelands: thls, no doubt. is partly an effect of 

the attractive landscl;fpes of' the grassed slopes and gently rolling 

hills around it. lifors tmportantly. hovvever, its wide and \'iell-

formed streets are 11.ned with buildinGS which, if' not alweys 61e-

gent in deSign, are at least ti snd well-pr~served, and its 

built-up a1'ea is t~elieved by spacious recreational grounds which 

are obviously well-tended (a characteristic not common in Australia's 

ple:3sing in In this of gen6-

pal urb8n aspect Cpookwell more closely resembles Boorows (a 
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commercial competitor, a :few miles away from the westel?n boundary 

of the shi.re) than any of the towns on the Ta.blelands. 

Though it i8 a prosperous business centre, Crookwel1 is. 

by and 1a.r13e, v,hst is commonly c['TLed a "quiet" town, for at most 

times its wide streets seem to have singularly little traffic in 

them, and because it does not lie on an important l'outeway even 

its main street is little congested with traffic, unlike Goulburn. 

Cooma, Yass and Queanbeyan which have much through traffic as well 

as that which cireulates .Locally. At times, however, such as the 

weekly shopping day or country dwellers (usually either Friday or 

Saturday morning) and on special occasions (Annual Show, Raoe 

Meetings and Sports Days) both sides of the main street may be 

lined with parked vehiol,'s; seasonally too, of coupse, much traf

fic oonverges on the railway station, as after the potato harvest 

or when the wool olip or fat stock is being trucked to Goulbul'n or 

Sydney. All this bears strongly on CI'ookwell's urban function. 

Function and Urban Field (Fig.72) 

The town performs all the commercial and seI'vice functions 

oustomar'ily done by the seat of a shire. and it has all the usual 



inst i tu tions, though these ape naturally fewer and less important 
1 

than in the larger centres. 

Despite the contacts which Crookwell maintains with all 

parts of its urban field by means of' a pa,Ual networ'k 01' 7 ma jor 

roads with many minor branchings, its influence, as we have seen 

(p.190), is challenged in some parts of' the shire by Goulburn and 

Boorowa. Wi thin this field there is only a handful of villages 

(Laggan. Binda, Bigga, Tuena) and hamlets (Peelwood, Grabben 

Gullen) and several service localities (cf. p.52) such as Kialla 

(6 miles south), Hadley-Fuller-ton (20 miles northeast), Narr-awa 

North (23 miles nor-thwest) and Crooked COl'ner and Reeves (each 

about 21 miles to the north). 

In a size-grading based on the 1947 census figures, 

Bigga (36 miles nOrthwest of Cl'ookwell). with 251 inhabitants. is 

the largest village, followed by Binda (240), Laggan (229), and 

1 
F01' example, apax·t from its court, police and railway stat'fs, its 

only agent of State adtninistration is a Potato Inspector (Depart
ment of Agriculture), all othel' agricultural se.rvices being ob
tained f.rom Goulbu.rnj its school ranks only as a Oent.rfll School; 
and while it provides a dozen rural se.rvices (7 agents, 3 wool 
brokers and 2 sheare.rs) it has an aggregate of only 88 other com
mercial services (44 stores etc., 5 banks. 2 hotels, 7 garages, 4 
oil depots, 3 agents, 21 carriers and wood merchants, and 2 taxi 
and bus services), 9 professional services (5 doctors, 2 accountants, 
2 solieitors), about half a dozen building services and 3 minor 
industries (cordial factory, freezing factory, cabinet WCiPks). 
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1 

Tuena (140), 38 miles north: it is also more clearly a secondal'Y 

service centre to Orookwell, 1'01' its village core (2 stores, hotel, 

garage, school, hall, police station, 3 churches, cinema, banlt, 

stock saleyard and sawmill), set in the centre of a regularly 

gridded settlement on steeply sloping lEind, provides essential 

sel'vices to a minor degree for the whole northwest of the shire, 

Binda and Laggan (Fig.74) still provide normal village services 

for nearby areas, but both have lost ground by being ne8.r 

Crookwell. and Tuena. though once Significant as a goldfield 

centre, now lives precar'iously as a village cent.re for pestoral-

ists around the Abercrombie River. 

Except to illustrate the way in which a few of the needs 

of rural settlers in the Fullerton-Hadley area 8.1'13 met, neither 

the hamlets nor the service local i ties call :1"0:(' spec ial com:nent: 

Fullerton's post Office, one of four cottages scattered along a 

road branching from the Crookwell-Bathurst road. is roughly the 

mid-pOint of a service locality which is more dispersed than 

usual on the Southern TablelRnds, because the people who use it 

send their children to Hadley school (nearly 6 miles northeast), 

but attend an Anglican chuY'ch (called Bolong church), more than 3 

miles southwest, and gather for social functions in Kimpton hall, 

r-------------------------------------------
The populatiom of these centres and of' nearby areas (in brackets), 

aT'S given as Big~a 223 (200), Binda 221 (204), Lagijan 256 (68) 
and Tuena 98 (28) ill the provisional figures of the 1954 census. 
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about half a mile beyond the chupch on the road to Crookwell. 

V BRAIDWOOD 

A Town of' Cheguer>ed Growth 

Braidwood, the smallest and le9.st progressive town on 

the Southern Tablelands, is of' special inter'est because it has 

recurrently shown promise of greater urban growth than it actually 

made. l"rom the outset handicapped in large meaSUl'e by its geo-

graphical enviI'onment. the town on several occasions seemed on the 

verge of serious expansion, but in each instance its growth was 

inhibited by circumstances brought about by changes in the history 

of the local ares .• 

10cation and Site 

Braidwood, 2500 f'eet above sea level, lies about 5 miles 

east of the Shoalhaven River in its upper valley, at the focus of' 

roads radiating to several centres on ·the Tablelands and to a f'ew 

coastal centres like NoV/ra, Bateman's Bay and Moruya: this being 

a logical outcome of' its position near the eastern edge of' the 

Tablelands where the roads could converge before pitching down the 
1 

coastal scarp. 

1 
In this respect Braidwood's position is analogous to the sites 

of' the small towns along the Western Ghats on the Deccan Plateau 
(cf. O. H. K. Spate, India and Pa1dsta!l. A GeneraLand Regional 
Geography, London, 1954, pp.637-40. 
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The town is sited on a slight rise between Pound and 

Flood Creeks, just below the wooded slopes of Mount G-illamatong 

(2968 feet), in a belt of undulating granite country of fair to 

good grazing c8.pacity (average one sheep to the acre) which is 

surrounded by sedimentary rock areas with poorer grazing capabili-
1 

ties (one sheep to 3-6 or more acres) and containing many fores-

ted and heath-covered ridges not suitable at all for grazing. 

Though the gentle relief of the site o:ffers no impedi-

ment to town building, Braidwood has not grown much beyond its 

initial proportions, and in consequence there is still much vacant 

land inside the urban limits shown on the original design plan: 

an explanation for this must be sought in the factors which have 

influenced its life. 

Evolution 

A comparison of the growth made by Braidwood and Cooma 

leaves lit, tle doubt that the Shoalhaven town's development has 

been arrested, for, though it was officially proclaimed as a vil-

lage ten years before the other and was about three times its 

size during the 1860's and 1870's, it was less than one-hal±> its 

size at the 1947 census, and n01;'!, since North Cooma has grown, 

is less than one-sixth its size. Moreover, in contrast from 

1 
Though the grazing potential of the land around Braidwood is in

dicated only by sheep carrying capacity, it should be observed that 
beet' cattle and some dairy cattle are also grazed there. Stockmen 
on the Southern Tablelands generally equate one beast-area (the 
amount of land normally required for grazing one beet' antmal) to 
six sheep-areas (that is, the amount of land required for grazing 
six sheep). 
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Oooma which is expanding rapidly after a long period of steady 

growth, Braidwood ha.s, except for a few minor fluctuationa, retro

gressed and now has about 100 fewer inhabitants than in 1871. 

Soon after surveys had been carried out (in the late 

1820 I a), much of the Upper Shoalha.ven Valley was taken up by a few 

settlers who for contacts with the rest of the Colony depended 

wholly on the rough traclc between Larbert and Krawarree. the 

southern end of the original main line 01' road to the south. 

Though this passed only a few miles west of its site, Braidwood 

did not then exist: in fact, the village was not established un

til 1839 by which time the track had dried up as a trade channel, 

so that more than anything else, perhaps, the virtual closing of 

the old south road stimulated the early growth 01' Braidwood as a 

small service centre at the junction of' new and rough tracks 

which the settlers of the UpI'er Sl:lOalhaven had cut through to the 

coast in an attempt to end their isolation from Sydney. 

In the 18L.0 I s when Surveyor Larmer marked out the line 

of what became- the Wool Road f'r'om Braidwood to Huskisson on Jervis 

Bay, and routes were discovered for what promised to become better 

tracks to Bateman's Bay and the new port of Broulee near Ulladulla, 

hopes were raised that Braidwood would develOp as a really import

l3.nt route cent,re, but it did not do so because all the C00 stal 

routes were dil'f'icult ones which (iid not become trafficable for 

some years, snd even then only atter much money and labour hl3d been 

spent on them: for example, "Fail' Play", a correspondent of TIll! 
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Braidwood Dispatch (9th April, 1859) stated that the building of' 
-----=~ =-

6~ miles of the Nelligen-Braidwood road over 8 months had cost 

£1591/15/1)., "which road is only one dray wide, with the stumps 

standing a foot hiGh on it!': moreover, Braidwood was unable to 

expand much se a service centre because most of its sul'roundings 

was only sparsely populated and could not be otherwise becauee 

much land was tied up in 1aI'ge holdings, such as a church and 

school estate of more than 42,000 acres (northwest) and others 

nearly as large (BI'aidwOod Wilson's, Maddl'e11' sand Hassall' s) to 

the south and southeast of it. 

The 1846 census descI'ibed Braidwood as a "new town" but· 

did not list its population, though two years later Wells' 

Gazetteer recorded that it had 41 houses and 206 inhabitants; at 

the 1851 census it had 212 people and by 1856 the population had 

expanded to 506. 

During the next decade and a half the town became speci

ally signifioant as the administrative seat and the principal sup-

ply centre for the Southern Gold1'ields, with its population rising 

to 959 at the 1861 census and 1197 in 1871: thoutJ,h no gold was 

found in Bratdwood, the town v,as soon ringed v,i th mining camps on 

alluvial workings Which spread 1'01' more than 20 miles in all 

directions; the rush which began immediately after gold had been 

discovered ini tislly in the Araluen V9.1ley in 1852 was followed as' 

quickly by others at Bell's Creek, Major's Creek and Jembaicumbene 

SW8.mp (all south of Braidwood), Mongarlowe (or Little River) and 



Iiil01. 

other diggings (east), in the Nerriga district (north) and at 

Bombay, Oallen and other localities slong the Shoalhaven River 

(west). 

Within a few year's, however, gold production fell off 
1 

rspidly at the various fields in turn, and though most of the 

miners transferped ilJ1mediately to nearby f·ields many left the dis-

trict altogether: this naturally affected Braidwood whose popula-

tion dropped a little, to 1066 at the 1881 census. After the 

rushes, the town recovered temporarily when dredges and sluices 
2 

began to operate on the severs.l f'ields, and its population expanded 

1 
In the 1850' s, the potential mineral wealth of the Southern Gold

fields was the subject of' '" bitter controversy between Hargraves, 
who is credited with the i'irst discovery of gold in Australia, and 
the Rev. W. B. Clarke, a geologilot. Clarke's gloomy prognostica
tions of a short life for the fields around Braidwood were a9garently 
sha.red to some extent in the area, as is shown by an editorial in 

The Braidwood Dispatch and Mining Intelligence. 6th August, 
1859. which sounded a v,arning concernin;J, the need for a comprehen
sive survey of' the gold resources of' the district, and added: "We 
make these obser'vations because our impression is that the gradual 
exhaustion of all the surface diggings about us will shortly com
mence to tell heavily upon the demand for produce of' every des
cription; when not only will oup tradesmen, millers and publicans 
suffer, Ouy- asriculturists and grazieI's, in fact a.ll the established 
institutions o:f OUI' distr-ict, but also (and that to an alarming ex
tent) the very miners themselves." 
2 
Evidence placed befoY'e a N.S.Vi. Parliamentary Standing Committee 

investigating a glooposal f·or a railway fpom Tarago to BI'aidwOOd on 
20th February, 1901 by G. Read (a medical practitioner of Braidwood 
who had man;)r mining interests in the distriGt) contained the follow
ing list of' actual an'j proposed dredging activities around the town: 
Araluen valley, 1500 acres taken up 1'or dredging and sluicing, 5 
dredges (Gapital cost £25.000). employing 7-10 men each; Shoalhaven 
River, L~ dredges (28,000), 10 men each, with 18 other dredSes being 
buH t; Jembaicumbene Flat and Creek, 800 acres, 3 dredges (£18,600) 
with 5 more (£45,000) to be built; and Little Riyer, 1/j.OO acres, 2 
dredges and sluices (£18,000) with 7 others (£70,000) to be built. 
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to 1496 in 1891 and 1551 in 1901, dropping thereafter to 1366 in 

1911, 1042 in 1921, 1073 in 1933. and 1065 in 1947, with only 1088 

(provisional) in 1954. 

Contemporaneously, Braidwood retr·ogressed generally 8S a 

t own: when mining ceased it again became a commercial and service 

centre wit.h not. much more than its original proportions, for 

though it now had dray contacts with several small coastal ports 

and so was less isolated than it had been, its progress was still 

ha_mpered much by the generally poor roads around it; those leading 

to the coast weI'e paI'ticularly bad, for exa:r;ple, the steep descent 

on the road down AI'aluen Mountain leading to Mbruya, opened in the 

1850' s, was not only difficul t but dangerou s, and for many years 

goods could only be car-ried down it on sledges. In consequence, 

" hopes held earlier for the town's advancement as a trade entr-epot 

were by no means realised; these h8d been expressed in a leader 

in 'l'he Br8idwood Dispatch, 18th December, 1858, thus: 

"The great drawback to this distr'j.ct for many years 
was its complete isolation. Separ-ated f'rom the 
interior by a range of' barren mQuntains, dH'ficult to 
traverse, and from the sea by steep hills and impas
sable ravines, it formed as it were a basin, whose 1n
ha.bi tants having but little intercour-se with theil- fel
low-colonists, did not feel that generous emulation, 
which is the natura.l result of the close intercourse 
which many other districts enjoy. The stagnation and 
inactivity which we may say formed the characteristic 
of our community a few years sinee, were first dissi
pated by the discovery of our goldfields. Population 
crowded till at one time Vie were al:J;ost pressed for 
room; but in a short time other f'ields more glittering 
ii' not more rich, drew many of our new arrivals away, 
and those who remained found themselves nearly as 
isolated as those graziers and shepherds whom they 
supplanted. The opening of the road to the Clyde (by 



2°3. 
putting us in di.rect and speedy contact with the met
ropolis)1 was the f'irst step towards the destruction of 
that feeling of half'-savage independence which we were 
begi.nning to acquire. The daily teams which now tra
verse our streets on their v.ay to remoter towns and 
stations tell us that we no longer stand alone ••••••• 
••• Traffic from Quea.nl:;eyan and Bungendore is commenc
ing and will increase, and be1'ol'e long we may see teams 
from Collector, Gunning and Yaas making use of the 
Clyde to ship their~)roduce to Sydney or Melbourne. 
Roads to these are now little better than bush tracks, 
and this district is badly in need of a direct road to 
Cooma. II 

Instead, the coastal ports nevel" served as outlets :['01' 

districts f'urther inland than Tarago, 30 miles northwest of 

Braidwood, because they were by-passed when railways were built 

southwest f'x'om Gou1burn and south f'rom Ta.rago; the direct road 

to Queallbeyan 1'ell into disuse and cannot now be USed generally 

by motol' vehicles; Bl'aidwood t s road link with Cooma via Captain t s 

Flat is still not very direct, and many of the roads in the 

Braidwood dIstrict are indi1'f'erent as motor roads. 

------------------------,-----1 
Oontact with Sydney wss maintained through Nelligen which grew 

up as a. ses.flort on the South bank of the Olyde estual'Y. Po11ow
ing the openini;\ of' the road over the Olyde Mountain to Braidwood 
in 185LI, the POl't flourished when the Illawarr8. Stear)) Navigation 
Company instituted regular services to Sydney twice weekly (same
t imes more); they were cont inued up till dUl'in.;; World Wal' II. 
In the 1860's, Nelligen contained the lal'ge stores and of'fices 

of the shipping company, many publi.c buildings and the town was 
slso the outlet fop the pl'oducts of' two local bark mills, a sa.w 
mill a.no a cOSteh 1'actor~', though it shrunk much in importance 
when the road tra1'fic through Braidwood declined af'ter the gold 
pushes. 
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In 1872, the large church and school estate near' 

Braid.wood was subdivided and Bold to become Bmall hold1ngB, and 

about the Bame time some of the othel' lal'8e eBtateB began to be 

split up, either 8.S a result of fD'1l11y diviBions or because econ

omic cil'cumst'l.Dces forced some OWnel'B to dispose of parts o:t' their 

holdings: this tpend cor,tinuec1 up to the 1920's with Blisht bene

fits accruing to BreidViood, but sLice then several large estates 

have been f'ormed again as a result of 8. few wealthy pastoral-

ists buying up the properties of some of' their smaller neighbours. 

Though of minor consequence, this to some extent militates against 

t.he tovvn's GI'owth by reducing the local density of' rural popula

tion never much more thp,.il sparse, because only a- fev1 farm-hands 

are needed to 1'un the la1':;e pr-oper-ties. 

Thus, vve see that t.he events of' local history, pBrticu

lerly tr,g.nspopt developments and two phases of' rnining, brought 

Br",idVlood to the threshold of' a mor'e vigorous existence, but that 

in each instance the stimulus t.o its grovcth proved to be only 

shoI't-lived: of a.ll the factors which have influimced its life. v 

mining in the boom period (the "",lluvi',l diggingll days of the 

1850's) which caused the town to reach the peak of its gr'owth was 

of COurse the 'Ylost in;po1'tant. and though dredeing and sluic ing 

resulted in its pa.1'tial r-ecovery in the late 1890's, it has lan

guished eveI~ since. 

Aside fr'om the gener-al decrease :in its IJOI)ulu.t ion during 

this century and the fact that it ce8.sed to exist separately as a 
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munic ipal i ty in 1936. Brai elwood shov,s abundant evide nee in its 

urban f8ce of its retrograded condition. 

Because of its generally lifeless fftO[lS!t and the deca-

dent state of many 0:(' its old buildings Braidwood proclaims 

clearly, even to the c8.13u8,1 observe,t' paBsin~ thpOl18h its thn.t it 

is 9 t.OVID which 11.83 seen bette~(> days; but beyond this, sev6pal 

Ghan8eS io the town f s trlternal str·ur.:tlJre, ref'lect a in the 

impopt8.0ce of' its urban f'unetiocs, eod provid.e I'1u:the2 evt -]ence 

that it is e centre which h?8 det ol'B.ted. 

The to'Nfl, ot, eOl)1~8e, 1~etHin8 lts ol"'l2;inal ls)lout 

a standard grid mOdified only a little in order to vary 

the shap,,:,s and sizes of e few town 1oloeks. but 1oee8,us6 of the 

reverses it he,B BufTered Braidwood hC1S lost gr'(lund as e. bU.siness 

centre, and sev6T'al ul'inor it"]cillst'':"i€s which tt had in earlie'r times 

have disappesped, v;ith the .r-esult t,h~~t its urban form h::~8 been 

~ll tered. i~p-S..rt from the deriloli ti ',)n of sev8T'al small fae tories and 

a few other 1::uildtngs which once p-r'o"videcl urban se.!.~vice8 of' some 

kind, some of' its buildings are now used for purposes of far less 

exa"\:"le. a sUbstan t lsI gaol, built when B.rsidwood was an important 

Police District centre, now serves on'Ly as 8 smell eucalyptus oil 

distillery, and several old hotels B.nd. banks, prospeI'ous in the 

mjJ1:iD:..:, dayB$ 8:c'e nOVi us~d 38 :r.~esi.den,ces OP contain small shops 

which seem bare13' to survive. 
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With about 50 establishments, 30 smsll shoos o:f miscel-- -
l'sueous kinds and 20 transport services (operated llt'incipally fl'om 

dy!ellin~s). 3r",i<3.';\'00<1 rhalls fl',lS numet·:ic!,\lly more businees enter-

prisf:'s than st sny otne.r tble in its life, but it is obviously 

less busy than it wss. Its one bsnk (othex' than a CO'!1monweal th 

Bank agency in the Post Office), two hotels and three smElII fac-

t ories (cordial. dry cleaning, eucalyptus oil diB tillery) meaSDI'e 

up poor'ly againBt the branches 0[' nearly all the b'3.nks and insul'-

ancB companies i.n the colony, seversl hotelB, a steam 1'lour mill 

and sever'al tamler'iss which it had in 187L~ (:£.he Australian ~-

~), and the eight hotels. two tS.nnex·ies, two coach factories, 

four boot factories, one flour i.nill and othel' places of business 

in 1901 (~). 

In aetili tion to all this, the1:'e are other symptoms which 

show th:C!t the tOl'lIl is ailing: for' example, it has fewer new homes 

then most other' Austr'alian centres of comparable, and even smal-

leI', size, with praetic8lly no new builetins workS in pI'ogress, and 

many of its reSidential and cOlll'ner'cial buildings h~tve a down-at-

heel look because they have deteriol'ated badly through not having 

been l'epail'ed or painted for a Ions time. Moreover, it is on the 

whole a "sleepy" town whose wide stl'eets seldom contain much traf-

fic or have a busy air about them: even in its main street, at 

most times, no more than a few parked vehicles or a handful of' 

shopper'S can be seen, and beceuse these are about the only signB 

that the town lives thel'e is small cause 1'or' wonder that those 
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un so qusinted with Braidwood of'ten 2ind it <iii'fieul t to comprehend 

how and why it does. 

Yet, Braidwood is (lot wholly unprepossessing. qnd the 

defects in its ul'bsn aspect are oLCset in 1ar:.;e mf'aeure by its 

picturesque S\u·pounlings. such as the wooded slopes of' Mount 

Gillamatong which serve as a backdrop to the town's setting, and 

the rollin8 grazing lands sprC'a',ling all round it. 

The town consists of a small central core of' co:mnercial 

and service buildinic\s, principally along both sides of' Wallace 

Street, enveloped by a nqrrow belt of' urban lund in which a f'ew 

recreational areas qr'e interspersed between what is on the Whole 

only a thin sprinkling of' residences (Fig.75). Most of' its pub

lic buildings af'e conveniently grouped on one block neaX' the 

northern end of Wallace Street: they, and the town park facing 

them on the opposite si.de of' the main street, lie just north of 

the business core which is comprised largely of small shops in 

s.ntiquated buildings with surprisingly few modernised fronts. 

Initially, when Braidwood depended wholly on the track 

along the Shoslhaven Valley for He; contects with the rest of the 

Colony, the stores which lined Ryrie Street (one block west of 

Wallsce Street) formed the focus of' village lire, but after tracks 

has been pushed through to the coast, Mackellar Street, beside 

Pound Greek in the north, becmne the p.rinc ipa1 commercial row: 

later, when Wallace Street became the centre o:C urban life. both 

became wholly residential streets. These minor' shif'ts of the hub 
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of' town life and activities wel'e mainly reS90nses to chan3es in 

Bl'aidwood's trsnsport arrangements, thouSh, naturally they were 

bound up to some extent also with the changes of e[~phasis in its 

urban functions. 

J!'unct ion.a...Jl.rban l!'ield...§i!lQ Minor Centres 

Serving primarily as the seat of' lOcal administration 

and the commercial centre for the pastoral districts of the Upper 

Shoalhaven Valley, Braidwood has an u1'ban field made up 111'inci

pally of' Tallaganda Shire (Pig.76), which, in some places, extends 

1'01' 'oJ. few miles into the coastlands lying east of the Tablelands, 

for excunple, along the roads leading over' the Araluen, Olyde and 

Sassafras Mountfdns into the AI'aluen and Deua Valleys, and to 

Bateman's Bay and JeI'vis Bay, respectively. 

The town fi1'st became a seat of' local gover'nment when 

Brai':lwood Municipality was established in 1891; later, when 

Tallaganda Shi1'e was c1'eated in 1906. it had a dual function as a 

municipal and shire centre, but since 1936, when the State Depart

ment 01' Local Gove1'nment unified the administration 01' the two 

local a1'eas in order to reduce ove1'head costs, it has been the 

seat of' a shire only: despite the fusion, shire administration 

h8.S been much h8ndicapped by inSUfficient finances, paI'tly be

cause mueh 01' the shire is co:nparati vely poor pastoral land which 

cannot SUppOI't a high rating, and also because the Council has 

had to levy rates on old assessments of land value out of harmony 
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1 

with existing values and administration costs. , 

In addi tion to beine; a seat of~ local government, 

Braidwood is the centre or Postal, Court, and Police Districts, 

though it is naturally less important as such than when lSl>ge 

groups of miners were gathered on the various fields 81'ound it. 

Its Stock Office is an agency of the State Department of Agricul-
2 

ture; it has the usual service facilities of towns 01' its size. 

More minor centres have decayed around Braidwood than 

in the u.rban field of' any other town on the Southern Tsblelands, 

primarily because most of' them grew up and existed solely as 

1 
Normally, Municipal and Shire Councils in New South Wales use 

valuations for ratin:::\ land which have been assessed by ofYicer6 
of the Stste Valuer-General's Department, but if" these are not 
available (sometimes becaulOe of' preSlOure of work) they may appoint 
private valuers, who must be agproved by the central authority. 
Until recently, Tallagands Shire Council was unable to obtain the 
services of either, with the result that it had to depend on an 
income from rates on land which in some cases was assessed at val
ues which had not been altered f'or 40 years. 

2 
Apart from the service buildings mentioned it has a Distpict 

Hospital, a convent school. chuI'ches of' sevel.'al denominations, a 
local newspaper office (publishing twice weekly), a cinema and a 
club providing golfin;; Hnd other recI'eational facilities (a com
posi te type which is not unu8ual in centres of' comparable size in 
Australia). 

As we have seen (p.205) the town has about 50 commepcial ser
vices, provided by shops. garages, oil depots, two hotels, bank, 
taxi and other tr,,;nsport services and the like, but it has only 
three professional men, a doctor, a dentist Hnd a solicitor. As 
might be expected, however, rural services provided by the town 
are relatively important, for it halO several stock and station 
agents and other rural contractor's (shearers, drovers), a couple 
of agenCies of large wool brokerages and skin and hide buying 
firms, and an active Pastol'sl, Agricultural and Horticultural 
Association. 
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mining centres, though a few, like Larbert, Bendours and Krawarree, 

developed initially as stsging posts on the original Great South 

Road, and languished subse (~uently when it fell into disuse. The 

latter and the 1'ormer mininc centres of Araluen, lvlajor' s Creek 

and Jembaicumbene are studied in Chapter X, but of the rest only 

a few places like Herriga, Mongarlowe and Monga. and perhaps the 

service locality of Reidsdale need brief mention, because several 

other former settlements such as Oallen, Jinglemoney, Bombay, and 

Orsnmeir are now not nruch more than names on the map. 

Nerriga, which originated as a mining centre, survived as a small 

settlement when its gold rush was over because it was a conveni

ent restinB-place, 34 miles north of Braidwood, for travellers 

using the Wool Road to Huskisson. It now exists as a small ham

let, populatlon 1h2 (provisional 1954), with a hotel, a store and 

a few cottsBes, and depends on Braidwood or Nowra I'or all its 

uI'ban services. 

l\1onc(srlowe, a small village about 8 miles east of Braidwood, was 

once a flourishing centre on the Mongarlowe or Little River dig

gings which spread for several miles from it, both upstream and 

downstream. Since mining ceased, most of' its few inhabitants 

(92 in 1954, provisional) have been employed as rural labourers, 

with a few also engaged in timber-cuttinB or gathering eucalyptus 

leaves for small oil distilleries. but at present (April, 1955) a 

comp8ny is preparing to re-open Mongarlowe's most productive 

gold-mine (the Alma). 
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Monea, on former diggings about 10 miles south of liIongarlowe, is 

a small timber-milling village (population 149 in 1954), con

taining a large sawmill, a store, a post of'Lice. a ]!'orestry 

Depsr>tment of'Lice, a school and about a score of small cottages. 

It has the usual appearance of settlements of its tYge, f'or all 

its buildings are of bare timber and are small, except ror the 

large shed which houses the mill. The residents regard Braidwood, 

14 miles northwest, as their town, but the hardwood produced by 

the mill is exported to various parts of' the Tablelands, particu

larly to Queanbeyan and Canberra. 

Reidsdale, a service locality about 8 miles southeast of 

Braidwood, contains a post of rice, a chuPch and a cheese factory, 

each neaply half a mile f'pom its neighbour. It supplies a few 

needs of the rUI'sl settler'S scattered around it, but is not in 

any sense a centre. 

To some extent, the paucity of minor centres around 

Braidwood reflects the poverty of its urban field as a physical 

enVironment, and helps to explain how local geography as well s.s 

10cs1 history has mil i tated against the t own I s growth. lvlor'eover, 

in addition to being retarded because much of its urban field is 

of low value from the standpOint of land use, Braidwood has not 

been able to extend its field of' eff'ective influence much beyond 

the boundaries of Tallaganda Shir'e: the Gourock Range, the shirets 

western boundary, cuts the to~~n off from easy contacts with the 

rest of the Tablelands; the Budawang Range shuts it ofT similarly 
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from the coastlands in the east, and the dissected country near 

the Araluen V13.11ey in the south contains few inhabitants. The 

northern boundary with Mulwaree Shire lies on the low relief of 

the middle Shoalhaven Valley, and is formed by a part of the river 

and Bol'o Creek. It thus offers no physical obstacles to the ex

pansion of Braidwood's urban influence, but here of course con

tact is made with the primary urban field of GOlllburn, against 

Which the town is ill-equipped to compete. 

In consequence of all this, Braidwood's influence is 

effective merely in an elongated strip of territory, running north

south for about 60 miles with a maximum width of about 20 miles, 

only a small middle belt of vIhich (the granite country) is any

thing like moderately populated. The town, however, makes slight 

conts.cts with Captain's Flat, Queanbeyan ·and Oooma (west) and 

Nowra, Nelligen, Bateman's Bay, Moruya and other coastal centres 

(east), and slightly stronger ones with Bungendore, but beyond 

its own uI'ba.n field the only centres with which it has strong 

links aI'e Tarago, a break of bulk pOint on the Sydney-Bombala 

railway, from and to which most of' Braidwood's freight is trans

ported by road, and, of course, Goulburn (53 miles northwest), 

whose grip on the town is stronger than that which it holds on 

the other service towns on the Southern Tablelands. 

Taraqo, though outside Braidwood's urban field, plays so important 

a :part in its li1'e that it may be considered more appropriately 

here than with Goulburn in whose territory it belongs. 



213. 

It is a small twinned village (a private subdivision of 

the type described in Appendix 10) on the Sydney-Bombala railway, 

24 miles south ot' Goulburn, from which roads radiate to Goulburn, 

Braidwood, Bungendore and several minor centres. Its two parts 

are abou.t half a mile from each other, a commercial section at the 

main rog,d junction beside the railway station and a residential 

section (contsining the police station and a church) to the south 

(Figs.77 and 78). Though it is wholly a ru['al villgge in appear-

ance, its role is, perhaps, more truly urban than that of any 

centre of equivalent size on the Southern TableVmds, because it 

exists primarily as a result of its function as a break of bulk 

point at which goods for Braidwood aI'e transhipped by road from 

the I'ailway. 

To some extent this is a relat ionship of the I'eVeI'Se 

kind to that which the village originall.)' had wi th Braidwood, be-

cause bet'ore the railway was built Tarago and its surroundings 

depended wholly on goods imported through Nelligen on the Clyde 

Ri ver by way oi' Braidwood, and even after the railway had been 
1 

built the flow of' heavy goods continued in the,t way. 

Naturall;s', the village has gained importance as a result 

of the service it provides for Braidwood, and in place of the two 

or three comm6I'cial buildings it had in the 1860's it now has more 

T---------------------- -------------------------------
This was one tmportant I'eason why the Parliamentary Standing 

Committee investigating a proposal 1'01' a railway to THY'sgo (1901) 
recommended against it, especially Since light transport require
ments were also adequately provided by two coaohes l'unning daily 
between the two centres. 
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than a dozen, and its population has expanded (with some f'luctu

ations) from 59 at the 1891 census to 217 in 1947. and a provisional 

233 in 1954. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

Mining, once so important in the life of the Tablelands 

when the Southepn Goldfields were being wot'k",d and then respon

sible for the ephemeral growths of' sever'al large and many small 

settlements throughout the area, is now a comparatively unimport

ant activity confined to a few localities, in all but two of 

which only a handf'ul or miners is employed. The exceptions are 

Oaptain's Flat, with a metal mine of' varied output, and Marulan 

South, wi ttl large limestone querries. 

Though they now rank as the principal mining centres on 

the Southern Te.l::lelands, neither compElres in size or in velue of' 

output with the large mining centres of Australia: despite this, 

however, they are of' special int6r-sst in this study because egch 

illustretes the v;,ays in 'which the form, life and activities of 

some urben centres mgy be influenced strongly by their locel en

vironment and a specialised mining function. 

Capt ain' s :P lat, as 'lie have seen in Ohapter IV nearly 

quali.fies as a town but just fa.ils to do so, and M8r-ulan South is 

8 sma.ll hamlet, but they do not i'it comfortably in the hiern-chy. 

because they occupy sitES on the Table18nds which are relatively 

isolated, in surroundings IIlhioh are asricultu.rally unpr-oductive, 

with the rasul t that they depend wholly on the mineral resources 

of their respective fields and make few contacts wi.th neighbouring 
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cantr'es; instead, the life of' each is oriented strongly to places 

away trom the Tablelands (cf. p.49). 

Moreover, in contrast to other centres on the Tablelands, 

the inhabitants of both think and spaak in tal'ms of mining and 

industrial, not farming, mattere, so that their everyday conversa

tion hinges more on toyics like industrial trends, mineral 11rices, 

the behaviour of the lode or quarry face and the chances of success 

of new drilling prospects than on the state of' the weather, the 

condi tion of local pastures and wool s.nd livestock prices, as in 

Que~,nbeyan, or Yass. Similarl~'. it may be said that. in a 

sense, Captain's Flat has a f'ield of activity lyinG in the third 

dimension, the end paints o:i:' which are the winder above its shaft 

and the deepest working level of it s mine, unl ike the two

dimensional urban fields of the rural service towns which spread 

through the grazing lan'ls around them. 

I CAP'l'AIN' S FLAT 

Besides beinG the principal min in", sett16ment on the 

Southern Tablelands, Captain's Flat is the only centre which 

depends wholly on metal mining, snd the only one of the several 

places which originated in the 19th centur'1l with a mining function 

and survi.ves solely by means of that function. Its struggle for 

survi val, however, has not been easy, fop. though its small ore 

bodies have a high mets.l content they are also complex with the 

result that the extraction of the minerals posed grave problems 

at times: moreover low prices, particularly f'or base metals, D'ade 
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mining uneconomic on occasions, and at one stage ear'ly in this 

centur-y the mine closed dovm 1'01' sever-al yc aI's. 

Originating as a golof'ield eentre, Captain's Flat sub

sequently 'pecame a rnooducer of' silver and copper, but B.t present 

its miner-al output is mainly lead, zinc,and pyr-ite, though small 

quantities of' cop,)er, gold and silver are also won. At the 1947 

census, mOl'e than 71% of the work force (437 out of 641 gainfully 

employed worker's in a total population of 1475) "as engaged in 

mining and Bssoch1ted tasks, and des.pi te a six-month' s stoppage 

of the mine because of' a strike in 195Lt-5 the percentace is pro

bably a little higher now, but thou"h the centre lives simply by 

the availability of minerals in its lode, it shows some interest

ing ur-ban effects of' i ts comparative isolation from other centres 

on the Table18.Dds an,' the poverty of its local environment f'or 

farminG purposes. 

As might be expected, Captain's Fla1; has a different 

age-sex population composition from tha.t or other centres on the 

Tablelands, and of' the region as a whole, as is shown by the 8.ge

sex pyramids based on 191+7 census data (Fig. 79). Wide infet'ences 

are not gossible from the Captain's Flat pyramid because the num

bers involved are so small, bu t the swell ings of' the 35-50 years 

and 0-15 yeaps groups sUGgest that the town had an influx of' young 

mapried couples a few years before the census (the mine re-

o:pened in 1939), and the undercutting of' the 15-20 years group on 

the left side of the graph suggests a small exodus of young ma.les 



SOUTHERN TABLELANDS 
Age-Sex 

1947 
80 (YEA~) 

71> 

" 
so .. 
" .. 

Fig. '79 

20 20 

CANBERRA A.C. T. 
Age-Sex 

1947 

fO 10 10 10 

o 0 0 0 
\16- 14 I~ 10 8 6 4 2 0 2 4 Ii 8 10 12 14 16~ %16 14 12 10 8 6 4 2 0 2 .. 6 8 10 It .. 16'-

Total 1954 
40,000 ",In ~ 

30,000 

20,000 20,000 

10.000 10,000 

,LCLL_..1, 

COOMA 
Age -Sex 

1947 

Total 1954 
15,01. 

ff50
". 

10,000 10,000 

, , 

CAPTAIN'S FLAT 
Age-Sex 

1947 

.. 
20 20 20 It 

10 10 10 " 

'~~~~~~~~~rrT;~TT~~~~' , 0 
'116 '4 12 10 e e .. 2 2 4 e e 10 12 14 le"lt \Ie 14 12 10 • 8 ... I 0 I ... • • 10 II "" ." 

Total 1954 Total 1954 

CI"IUI '10u1tll rot T'HI TOrN. """UUTION JOTH,JUHI,'t ... All ON .. y PltO'ltIIONA .... 



218. 

(possi bly those who could noi; be absorbed in nnployment at the 
1 

mine) • 

Factors of Loca.tion 8.nd Site 

Oaptain's lPlat, in a deep part of' the upper' valley of 

the Molonislo River about four millS below its source, lies 28 

miles southeast of' Queanbeyan, 24 miles south of BungendOl·e and 

31 miles southWEst of Braidwood: it has road access to all three, 

and, since 1944a railway link with Bungendor'e. 

POI' sever'al miles on all sides it is bounded by rough 

country made up of' the upper valleys of' tile Shoalhaven, Molonslo 

and Queanbeyan Rivers 9.nd the high inter-f'luves ar-ound them, and 

since the latter rise in places well OVer 2000 feet above the 

general level of this part 01' the Tablelands, mostly 1I,i th only a 

thin and poor cover of soil, the district as a whole is not or 

much use for far;ning: exce,pt for domestic fUel, a-vai.lable abun-

dantly from the dry sclerophyll forests all around the town, the 

local en-vironment contributes hay'dly at all to the sustenance of' 

the m'ban dv,ellers; rathel', its poverty incr-eases thair depend-

ence on mining. 

The nearest fanning lqnds lie a few miles north on the 

]'oxlow-CarVJoolaplaJ.n. a for-mel' lake-Ged now drained by the 

1---~-----------------'--------------

By coc.trest, CGOlliB. hE~d a stmilar thoud.,h smeller pre-census immi
gr,:lt:Lon, but DO subsequent emigration 01" ~Joun; m~les; Canberra's 
pyramid ShOifJS stI'oD~ly th~ effects 0:[" the ci-ty t 8 great Vi8r--time 
expansion, 2:I.Ccoixl.panle(; by the 6Dtp~r of' mEH1~J older married. people 
(fainily groups) aud a. lClrg6 unman'iod hostel population; and that 
for the Southel'n TE,blelands shows the outlines v;hich are fairly 
stands!'d for 18.1'.,:.315 ,~j.nJ varied oc-cupation Eroups. 
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Molonglo River, but even here, ex.cept fo!' a couple of small 

dai:-ei6S v~'hich suppl:l Ce.:c)tain t s Flat vvi th fresh milk, Terming is 

t.e unrelated to tOV,'D Itf'G, l;ecs.u.se tl1f:: n13tu yestUPeS ape 

used for raisiD3 wool sheep stud cat.tle (Poll rleref'ord and 

Black Poll Angus), anj at one t i018 tl-~ey v,'ere 8.1so used f"or stud 

horses (PercheI'on Greys).. On the. contrary, far:'l.ling on the plain 

ho.s been seriously af':fected by mining activiti.es at Captain's 

Flat: for exa:1ple, in the early 1940's ~ine ~&stes were washed 

do'sn the piver s.nd destroyed tussocks of pBsture grasses in a wide 

belt along it, end though the prsctice v,as soon discontinued none 
1 

of the ai'fected herbage has regene.('ated as yet. 

Ca~tain's Flat is in a lOCBl n-shs.dow area. on the 

, but because its economy is based on mtni.ng and not on 

we Y' CODsctOtlS. On oceasians, severe summer drou3hts may 

seriolls1y he,mper m'in:lnJ, [}ctivities 

(C8.P9City 150 million gallons) on 

the lVlolonU1o I{i ve~: norrnally, ho\vever $ the rsi rffsll in the srac{ll 

C ':Jtchmcnt arolJ.nr5. the ad of' the river (Captal n' s Flat receives 

E1.n ~:;.verg_ze of 26.75 inches annually) is adeq:"vJte fop maintf::tining 

a safe level in the storaBe. Less significantly, the residents 

-----------------1 
It is 01' interest to note in t;his 'nntte1' th9.t tIku,"h the 1'1'0-

tests of the ijl':;tziers about the destruction of their pastures 
went unheeded, t Gover'nm6nt :forced the cnininz co:~rQ~ny to halt 
the :prE!.ctice \xihen trout fishermen at C!':lnbe:r-ra and Que£'1nbeyan ];)1'0-
tested vigorously about mine ~astes kil1ind off fish in the river. 
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sometimes experience ph:yslc8.1 dtseo'nfort because of' hot Gpells 

relief': thetl'l eri'Ects on hUY!1EtD sens 1.r)1 lit ten ~n:,e 

fibro are poorly insulqtede 

Loc Bnd its life 

more strongly, becauE6 the stee2 slopes of the su:c'rounding .rid.3es 

little scope foI' tl1.e UrbtHl bonn to be eytended in any 

direction, and the intsx'n,::J.l erovJth of Captaio f s 311at is similarly 

restri::::t because ot' t ~.L(;OlUlt oi' ID.nd suitable for town 

bUildins in the valley where it haB grov,:n. 

C0Dftned to a narrow strip ot' flet la.nd alon::::; the anglo 

Ri ver' the valle;)! of E1 f3mall connecting stream (north), Oaptain's 

Flat is hemmed tn betvveen ee.steE'D western ridees which rise 

steellly foJ'." about 300 feet above the river. In cons8C1Uenc€, the 

street 

(Foxlow Street), consisting merely of 8111[',10' lines of' s!nall houses 

on both sides of Foxlov' Street at its northern End but spre ing 

over three town blocks near the business core in the south. In 

addition. a been built on the slopes 

of Vanderbilt Hill, just east of t~e .business core, and they perch 

precsri.ollsly bestde 'the B:r d.\fltood Y'oFJ.d on sttes whi.ch a:.re obviously 

unsuitable for building (Fig.aO). 

On the minjn~ hw.ses (Pig. 81 ). as ,w:w be eXIJected, the 

original che.p(wter of the land surface has been much changed. 
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Here, as a result of min ins 'thece is a sma.ll "platform" or cO[JJ

parati vely level land on the westeY'n ridge whepe the railvc'1Y 

statton, the mine buildings and the cotteS0S of the mining staff 

are located. Tsppitorially. this mining area is not a part of 

the "town", rccthep it me~;y- be said the urban centre -belongs to 'lts 

integument. 

Axiomatically, its ope bodies, on which the Itt's of the 

~ine and the tOIl,n dependf', are the majop feature of' the local 6n~ 

vtronment and the decisive rE,ctor of Ca:ptatn's Flat's location. 

Up to the present, minine has been confined to the ridze west of 

the Iviolonglo River, cOlJtainioB two known ope bodies in its maj.l1 

line ot· lode whose surface rocks shOW 6viciences of' minera.lisation 

over a linear distance of' about 9000 :feet. The two lodes, which 

lie beside the "town", occur as thin and narrow lenses over a 

length of about 4200 reet; the northern (Elliott's Section) is 

separated rrom the southern (Keating's Section) by about 500 feet 

of gl'ound in which prospects for commErcial mining do not appear 

to be brit':ht. Both originally had a surrace zone of oxLlised 

ores,9.bout 100 reet deep, which weT'e removed in the early days 

or mining, 9S well as the deeper-seated sulphide ores which are 

mined at present: the latter are usually characterised by an in

timate admixture 01' galena, sphalerite end some chalcopyrite in a 

gangue or quartz, dolomite and chert, which accounts for the 

metal extr-aetion diri.'ieulties whieh led, in turn, to setbacks for 

Captain's Flat. 
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Prospects for the fu tU1'6 working of the l'ield, and the 

life of the "to,vn", depend largely on the way the line of' lode 

behaves at deeper levels, for though the mining company has proS-

pecting rights over much of' the sur'rounding country, present in-

dics,tions do not suggest that valuahle lead-zinc masses will be 

disc01!er'ed: prospects f'or the discove,L'Y of iron pyrites of com-

mercial value have been mope encouraging. Mineralisation is also 

evident along Vanderbilt Hill, but ore bodies, if they exist there, 

are believed to be small. The histopy of mining at Oaptain' s 

Flat is also very largely the histopy of' the settlement itself', 

Evolution 

Oaptain's :'nat originated s·)on aftep copper ores were 

discoveped in 1884 on the existing Tnine site, which then :Copmed 

a papt of Foxlow station, the flat itself being one of the few 

useful parts of the genepally pooP grazing land at the southern 
1 

end of the holding. 

In the decede following the ope discovery, three sepflr-

ate mining interests wopked the field - two on Keating's Section 

and one on Elliott's Section - lJpirnapily for gold, then latep, 

for slIver and smallep amounts 0:[' copper and lead from the oxi-

dised ores near the supface. 

Initially a m1nel's' camp of crude hessian dwellings, 

UnSUbstantiated though probably true, local lope he,s it that the 
settlement 1s named aftep a stud bull, named "Oaptain", reputed 
to have been fond 01' erazing on the flat where he was eventually 
found dead. 



known by the aptly descriptive names of Bogtown and Bagtown, grew 

up south of' the river on a small strip of swampy land below the 

diggings, and S00n af'tep a similar settlement (New Town), arose 
1 

on the northern bank: both lay partly in the Molonglo Goldfield 

(proclaimed 27th September, 1882). They were given official 

status when an area of' 36 square chains around the existing busi-

uess core was pr'oclaimed as the Village of' Bulloneong in the 

Government Gazet te on the 31 st July, 1886: another proclamat ion 

on the 23rd June, 1888, replaced the village by the larger "Town 

of the Oaptain's Flat". 

Captain's Flat had 488 inhabitants at the 1891 census, 

but with incpeased mining activities in the 1890's, when about 

1 
Apparently there was a third settlement too, for on the 23rd 

November, 1889 a correspondent 1'rom Captain's :Plat was reported 
in The Braidwood DispatclJ, thus: 

hI have again had a run a:roUl;d the White Pinch, a town
ship in itself. The population in this locality do not 
seem to patponise the town proper, not even the hotels, 
but this is hardly to be wondered at, as Iem given to 
understand any arilount of' grog &c, can be obtained at 
the shantiee, the proprietors of such establishments 
not being troubled with any qualms 01' conscience about 
selling on the sly to those who know the ropes." 

No other rd'erence to the White Pinch has been traced and local 
residents have no knowledge of it. It is possible that the name 
was an alternative :for New Town, but it seems more likely that 
the settlement was somewhere on the ridges west of the mines, 
where the lodes pinched out anci whepe steep pinches existed on 
the tracks which had been cut to the mines. 
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800 miners were employ', d, it expanded greatly, possibly to rflore 

than 4000 in the mtniniS boom of' 1897: then, coinciding with the 

sharp mining decline at the close or the centux'y, its population 

fell to 558 at the 1901 census. 

Entries in The Australian.Ji§ndb£.£ll;. f'or all years in 

the 1890's, indicate clearly that it flourished in that decade: 

each issue described it as a postal, money order. telegraph and 

Government Savings Bank township, with a public school, a Eoman 

Catholic church, and regular coaching services to Bungendore and 

':;';ueanbeyan; also, for a part of the time, it had four stores, 

four hotels and a brewer>y. Now, it has several small stores, one 

large hotel, but no brewery. 

Mining ceased early in this century when t.he oxidised 

ores were exhausted, because the deeper-seated sulphide ores 

were more difficult and expensive to win: mopeOvex', until new 

processes were evolved at Broken Hill in 1917. metalluI'gists were 

unable to separate the metals fI'om the matI'ix oi' the ores at 

Capt ain' s Flat, and 10Vi prices prevailed for base metals for some 

years after. In consequence, the centre languished till the 

existing company (Lake Geol'ge Mines Pty. Ltd.) began operating, 

its population shrinking to 206 at the 1911 census and 146 in 

1921, but I'ising to 276 in 1933 as a result 01' some fossicke.I's 

being attracted to the f'ield dUl'ing the economic depr'ession of the 

e aI'ly 1930' S. 

A genel'al increase in the demand for metals and a 
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firming of the prices of strategic metals, in the 1930' s, led to 

the re-opening of the mine in 1939, which, in turn resuscitated 

town life. Initially, the new company engaged primarily in win

ning lead and zinc, but since 1943 copper has 8.180 been extracted, 

and large quantities of' pyrite have been sent to Port Kembla to be 

used in the manufacture of sulphuric acid and phosphatic ferti

lisers. Its operations were much helped when a branch railway was 

built f'rom Bungendore on the Sydney-Bombala line in 1939. and later 

when a 66,000 volt transmilcsion line was installed from the hydro

electric station at Burrinjuck Dam, 70 milss northwest. 

During World War II, about 500 men were employed at the 

mine, and the settlement's population was about 1700: this con

tracted slightly to 1475 at the 1947 census, then to 1289 (pro

visional) in 1954. 

!!l..2.£i2.!l:0logyz Aspect and punction of Captain's }I'lat 

The two components of Captain's E'lat differ markedly in 

character, for one consists only of mine buildings (o:['fices, pro

cessing sheds, workshops, store sheds), a few cottages and a 

railway station, and the other is essentially urban. So far as 

the relief of the valley permits, the latter (1:"ig.80) has a regu

lar street grid which is drawn out along the central axis 

(Foxlow Street), but the layout of buildings in the mining area does 

not con~form to eny pert icular pat tern; most of' the buildings, 

except a couple of rows of cottages beside the railway station, 

beingpleced conveniently, but somewhat haphazardly, near the mine 
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shaft. on narrow roads wtndtng through the leases (Fig.81). 

Most shops and the few other public buildings in the 

town area are grouped at the southel'n end of Foxlow Street. prin

cipally on tts e'stepn stae, faci.ng ", small park, a swtmmtng 

pool, a Gowli.ng rink and a large miners' mess, but for the rest 

the built-up area contains only small resi.dences (most of them 

ov;ned by the mining company), and two small schools, a hospital, 

a store and a wood-yard in the north. Most of the buildings are 

of ti.mber, fibro or galvsnised iron and have a temporary look 

about them, as is also true 1'01' mining centres generally, the only 

really substa.ntial building being a modern brick hoteL 

Along every line of' a}proech the landscapes of Captain's 

Flat are dominated by the winder of' the mine and the terraces of 

sludge and other mine wastes on the ridge west of the "towntt. In 

the course of mining and prospecting the nearby ridges have been 

denUded of trees, but a shOl't way out there is a wide girdle of 

forested land around the settlement: trees are also conspicuously 

absent in the "town" itself, where an tncongl'uous note is sounded 

by streets, ltke Wattle Avenue, Wtllow Hoad and Kurrajong street, 

which belie their nam', s by being f'ringed only by a few spindly 

conifers and some other exotics. 

On these and all other counts it may well be said that 

mining dominates Captain's Flat in all things - its appearance, 

acti.vities and even its very life, for without Lake George Mine 

the "town" could not survive. 



Since the mine began operating on the 15th January, 

1939, its mills had crushed (up to the 30th June. 1953) 

2,375,625 tons of ore f'rom which the following metal yield was 

obtained: 

Lead concentrate 
Zinc " X Copper It 

P<Jrite " Gold " 
(x Production of copper con~enced only 

the 30th June, 1943). 

• •• 233,324 tons 
31+4,460 II • •• 

34,711 II • •• 
294,155 " ••• 

2,151 .. • • • 

during the year ended 

The inoome so derived has been, of course, the i~inancial main-

stay of' the settlement, and, as we have seen (p. 217), the winning 

of' the metals gives employment to nearly three-quarters of' its 

workers: next to mining, commerce is the only other significant 

activity; at the 1947 ceneUE, it accounted for about 11% of the 

work force. 

The dominantly mining function is reflected in the few 

relationships which Captain's Flat has developed with other cen-

tres around it. Until the branch railway Vias built from Bungendore 

in 1939, the latter served as its rail-centre, and the commercial 

links between them were stronger than they are now, because 

Ca.ptain's Plat has direct railway connections with Sydney and Port 

Kembla, v,hich serve as its buying end selling centres respectively, 

and has little need for contact with the village. 

Moreover, its inhsbltents have few cormnon interests, 

except in regular sporting fixtur'es (district football and 

cricket competitions). with those 01' its urban neighbOUrs like 
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Queanbeyan and Braidwood, because the latter are the centres of' 

p:'storal districts: for si'nilap peasons, the "to\'m's" links with 

Goulburn are weaker than those between Goulburn, on the one hand, 

and Braidwood and Queanbeyan. on the other. 

Nevertheless, it malres some contacts with them: fop ex

ample, because it is in Yaprowlumla Shire Captain's Flat is ad

ministered from Queanbeyan; bus sepvices run one day each week to 

Goulburn and to Queanbeyan; and three of its shops ape pun by a 

butcher from Canberrs, a furniture dealer from Queanbeyan and a 

softgoods merchant from Braidwood. None of these ties is par

ticularly strong, because even in ms.tters of local administrat:Lon 

the inflUence of Yarr·owlumla Shire Council is overshadowed by that 

of the company which controls the mining settlement and the ex

tensive lU3ses al'ound it and owns most of' the houses and some of 

the commercial buildin2s in the "town". 

We see, then, that Captain's Flat leads a life which is 

moX'e oX' less detached f'X'om that of t he areas and centres aX'ound 

it, also that it is bound f'ir'mly to the mine which gives it life 

in a small urban field whose ultimate limit s seem likely to fall 

far sl1oX't of' the bound:)X'ies of the mining leases around it. 

II MJ..RULl'liii SOUTH 

Except that it is smaller (pl'ovisionally, 212 in 1954.), 

is in a diff'erent physical setting and depends wholly on limestone 

quarloying and burning, Maruhm South is H centre Similar in type 

to Captain's Flat. 
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It is located about 18 miles east of Goulburn, on the 

noy,thern rim of Bungoni') GOl~ge. anJ thus lies on one of the belts 

of Siluri'ln limestones which outcrop inteI'mittently along the 

eastern edge of the Southern Tablelands. Li.ke Captain t sPlat it 

is in a co'nparat,ively isolated situc,tfon, for it is largely shut 

off fr-om the life of the Tablelands southwards by Bungonia 

Gorge, and on the north and west by a broad belt of wooded 

country of' low value - and the wide and deep Shoalhaven Valley 

lies just east of it. 

Marulan South also re semble s Captain t s Flat in that all 

phases of its life are influenced by the activities of- a mining 

company, but 'lihUe the latter is officially a Government town the 

:former is wholly fl private hamlet belonginS to an industrial con

cern (Australj an Iron and Steel Ltd. of Port Rembla). Naturally, 

this shows in its face, and apart from its couple of' service 

buildings and the homes of' its wOY'kmen the landscapes are domInated 

by the qUDrry f'aces and several large lime-kilns. 

Its isolation and specialised function as we have seen 

(1',49), h<:,"ve caused its life to be oriented more strongly to Por·t 

Kembl9., Picton and Berr-ima th8.n to Goulbu1'n. 
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CHAPTER IX 

,['HE i,AHGFJ VILLMl-ES 

On 1947 census figures, Gunning (661), Adaminaby (553) 

and Bun8endore (545) qualify on a population basis as large viI
i 

lages on the Southern Tablelands, and Taralga (483) almost does. 

All lie to some extent in the primal'y urban fields of 

one or more larger towns, but because they I
0 unction more inde-

pendently of them than the small vill:?,ges they are distinguished 

as a separate class of urban centre: this is least true, perhaps, 

for Adaminaby which lies wholly in Cooma' s urban field, under 

which it is treated; conversely, Taralga, down in numbers but 

:funct tonally more independent (Of Goul burn and Crookwell), is 

consider-eCi in this chapter. 

Relative to Goulburn, Taralga lies 29 miles nor'th, 

Gunning 30 miles west and Bungendol'e 42 miles south, so that they 

are all in the urban marchlands where Goulburn competes with 

Crookvuell, Yass and Queanbeyan, and Queanbeyan, respectively; but 

because they are primarily service and supply centres for their 

~---------.--1 
Provisional f'igures fpom the 195/1, census indlcate, however, that 

all qllalif'y now as large villages, for exa'11ple, Gunning 681+ (160 
others coded In the cenEms as "near" the locality). Ada'11inaby 869 
(31J6), Bungendore 562 (19h), and Taralga 640 (34). It seems 
likely that Adaminaby's popUlation :includes many temporary dwel
lers, associated with the operations of the Snowy J;lountains 
Authority in connection wi ttl the Ada:dnaby Dam construction, for 
theI'e has been no si;jniJicant change since 1947 in the number of' 
dwellings in the village. 
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surroundings they have also developed small urban fields of their 

own for the business of' ,"hieh they compete with the larser centres. 

In each case an important route function supplements 

the service f'unct ion, ~lnd no doubt he,s been an impcrtant fact cr 

in causing it to develop: thus, Tar-alga as a rail-Ilead cn a branch 

line i'pom GOl1lbur'n is joined by majop poads to. Wombeyan Caves 

and Nllttagong, Crook'well and Goulburn, 2nd minor rO(:1,ds to nearb:r 

districts and aeross the Blue Mcuntains; GunninG on the Hums 

Tiishway and ]',lain Southern Railv:ay is at the junctj.on 0.1' several 

.rO[-l ds If~adintJ through its sur'roundings; and Bun;jendore is a minor 

r85lway junction at the foeus of' two ms.jor and several minOl' 

rOB.ds. 

As well as ()eing the largest, Gunning is :functionally 

the most im1)Ortant BU:, has the lsrgest urban field, whieh ie' also. 

of' intE;:~-'eBt because it cont:;:-.ins the oi:'f'ic ial t Oilvn of Dr?,l ton, 

whereas GunniniJ is, leg&lly, onl;\, a vUl:cge. 

The three villages aN' unlike in f'crm I:u'ld they have 

completely dif':(erent settJ.Egs. GunninJ is strung out a1oo6 the 

Hume Highvay on Ei. sma.ll stri.p of" flat land along Gunning (or 

~e8dow) Creek, in hilly country just west of the Cullarin Range; 

Buut;endore is dispersed OVer 8 regular 2,pid on the level Lake 

t}eorge Plaln ea.st of ti1g,t range; and Taralg9 .. consi~)ts of twin 

settlements on pis~~s ne-'3.rly helf a mile s.pa.rt~ 1.0 the wide valley 

of Tar81ga Creek. 

In COTtmOn Vii ttl other Australian villages, they b6'3r 
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t sh neme f3 ELkE ,-J, fop they ar e 

essentisllJT minlotur(:) to\i-ns, sta_;_npEd In t COTIT:lon ui'b8.l1 Tnould 

and h:J.vinL, sj,r'i1il.ar ~~ene:eal t'urJ.ctiorls. 

Gunni_ 'J v,'hose ur-.ban field extends. nearly 20 miles in 

all directions Aod contains a few minor centres, owes its superior 

-P r ,.,+ 
Jo '-:", .. '_J is s eat of a shire 

administrE;'tion (Drocls~imed ~1906), cent.I' 1'1aced in t 

ilwa;y: the;:Je advant8.;;;es 

enabled it to become a nqtur urban s for' 811 

miles (north-south) 2nd 15 miles (eRst-west). 

the whole, it has Brown in a maDDer sisi13r to t t 

of most other centres on the Tablelsnds. In 1329 and in 

most of' the land '\ivas Quickly t n up by graziers. In response 

to agitations in 1835 for sale of E1.11otmcnts at Gunntn2:, 

:I.'_ S. Town surveyed (1836) the vi lIege reserve and submitted 

8 des! 9n (P:i£> 82) to th.e SUJ:veyoI'-Gene,r9.1" p:C'ovio.ing for 

water reserves, stock resttng places, sItes :eOl' ic buildings, 

and ulso for the lovv-1JTing flats subject to :flooding to be laid 

ou't In allotm6nts~ The villa38 W&S pr'OC12iGed on the 2nd 

Janu~.tey, 1 H38, and the first land s~lle V19.S 
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late:c-, Two ;Ie 'J:es late2 post 

1·31.+8 (Wells' Gaze11.teep) it contDined 20 houses and 9:) inileJ:'itelnts, 

e ins t 

(Ppill1"\na t R GRryette-p) it ~n114 R ~.t·.·.·.r .•.. I.r .. f"lo',].r. ,,~".-"_'" -_.l.--~- W '...-~.; ;.J~"_~ . • _~O.- __ ~.' _ ." ___ ,,_ 

tty s8ssiorls, i'our 18 ?nd 8 co~ch a~: e 

c octehes Y'~lrl to GOlJlbu:r"n and it also maj.otqined 

st. 

11875 ?nd extended to 

bessn to 1evelo£ steadi as D. 

cectre: tv;r.~'cn thE' censusef; ')f 1371 snd 1,ij81, th,~1t is five years 

befoN) and er of the Iv ,:i t; e 

W8.S enl~~Lr' ~~j to the exi.3tinS jir1r:'l1sionn ion on the 

20th to 1.j68 in 1891, 

612 in 1901, 816 in 1911, 866 in 1921 and 1017 tn 1933. (JUt eot1-

1 in 19h711 

n tts 

:four !1.ote 

-------
H .. Selkirk, \!().lhe Villase of (June :i.nL H 1 ~T. l'OY. Aus t!..-1:I-1 pt. Soe" 1 

Vol. .V, 1924, p.286, records th,'t tile sElle was held in Sydney, 
'~tnd th.cn12h the T:1:1.. pp e ri en fixed at t2 ;;,Gr- aC2e, the 
prices realised renged frJm £1 to £7/6/8 psr acre. 



channss occui~red 8S it mope importsnt as a service centre, 
1 

was establishpj. Ouly the sast-

there is the convention street erid in which Yass Street, the 

moJ.n stpeet of" t , swi in an t.::pc 

1i 1 to the railway. The village foeu l3 is in Yass Street 

\ivhet'e t r£: is a small bUf3tness core (eiGht st.ores and rood 

shC)IH3, 0 f'evv T!iscellaneous btlsinessf:'s, f'our garages and one ~otel) 

8S v/ell t;'.8 some oL' the Dllbl bu:ilcii ( e, COLlrt 

street station also COD-

t:~d"ns ~;,. bank, t\VO stores and a guest house. In the sU.PI·Qunding 

belt of residences and recreation areas, ther~ are also a shire 

hall, a priv8,te hOSl)i.t ,chur-ches, D" convent; a m(0.sonic hE1.11 

and R peturned sold.ier's' club (1'Iig 1l 83). Ellsiness blocks in the 

1 
In this connection it is of interest to note th?t GunninG now 

has ~l stronJ loeal aomioistPB,tive iunct;1.on, as is indicated by the 
fact the.t the Shipe Vlf:~S .g.warded the A. :i. Bluett Locel Governme.nt 
Tr'ophy 1'01' 1355. The trophy, which. commemoI'ates the services to 
Ioes.l zovernment in Nev\! South V':'g,les of a forme:r presi!5ent of' the 
Local Government Associeti.on. is tJwtJpded tJnnu'?lly to the Shire or 
l--Ilunici.pali.ty which shO'.r:s the most otJ,tst8nding proGress in loc: 
30vernment development. (]unrd.Db recei1ed the avvard because of 
its achievements in roan i--nprovements, the extension of rural 
electri:Ct(~:'1tion f:lod of public utilities to sUle,ll centr'es, ana the 
estsblisrunent of :psrks and recrtlstion f'ecilitj,CJS in the shipe. 
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main street (u. C.IT. 1948, determined by a private vaIner) are 

assessed a.t from £10 to £20 pe:e foot, residential blocks at 

from £1/10/- to £2/10/- pep foot, vacant land in the west of 

the village area, now used for grazing, at from 15/- to £5 per 

acre. 

In addition to :Lts mejor functions of shire admini

stration 8nd comme:ece, Gunning provides varLms services f'or its 

urban fteld, such 88 those provided from its post o.~f·ice with 

mail-runs rcodiating in several directions, its police station 

which supepvises the Gunt'ing ice PatX'ol :)istr'ict, its court (a 

seat oi' petty sessions) and its Central and convent schools: a 

bus service links the former with outlyil1J, areas so ths.t it draws 

its pupils i'rom as far as Collector, Breadalbane and Jerrawa 

(each about 16 miles out) and Gundaroo (19 miles). Also, a depot 

of' the State Main ROads Depal"tment in Gunning is resllonsi ble foX' 

maintaining the Yass-GoulbU1'n section of the Huxne Highway. 

From this, it may be seen that ths limits of Gunnine;'s 

urban field are not sharply defined, for though it makes con-

tact in thi s way wi th centres 8.round it, Collect or and Breadal bane 

are pulled more strongly by Goullmrn, JerX'awa is almost whol 

under the sway of Yass, and Gunjaroo is in:fluenced by QU(i!;8.nbeyan 

and Yass as well as by Gunning. However, as 8.l.ready noted (P.145) 

Gunning's influence on Gundaroo has become stronger durine recent 

years. Other small centres nearer to Gunning, 11k.e Dalton (8 

miles northwest) Hnd Bellmount FOr'est (8 miles south). lie wholly 
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in Hs urban field, and becauss they and Gundaroo he'.ye so~e feat

ures of interest we cODstder thEm briefly as examples of' minor 

centres related to Gunning. 

Dalton originated as a small sErYice centre for rural settlers 

around Oolonn "md Jerrawa Creeks, small wEstern tributaries of 

the upper Lach18.n Eiver, soon after the l'irst town allotments 

were sold on the 12th Ausust, 1862. Initially, it grew rapidly, 

but thou",h it '1mB procla~i~ed as a town on the 20th March, 1885, 

when Gunning was re-proclaimed only as a villa8e, it subsequently 

shrunk much in size and importcnce, principally through being by

passed by the Msin Southern Eailway and the lviain Soui;hern Road 

when it was re-formed as the Hume Highway still well away from 

it. 

In H\66, Bailli~re's Gazetteep described it as a centre 

which "has thpiven well and promises to become a £llace of im

portence", for it then cont:dne.d a ttmnb ,:'y. a boot ami shoe fac

tory, a whbslwpight's sh09. a coach factory end a wine manufac

tory producing ebout 400 gallons of vdne per :cmnum f'I'om local 

grapes, and the neighbourinn 18nds were "well eo.apted fop agri

culture and pasturing" and seveN:l nearby creeks contained gold, 

but not in very peyable quantities. It also had a post office, 

a lar'ge brick Wesleyan chapel, a natione.l school with an average 

attendance of 1+0 pupils, a "000d wooden building" used by a union 

beneri t sociEity end a hotel, and two other churches and a school 

weps located nearby. l\ow, all the indust.:ries have dissppe.sred, 
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and tl1::mch most of the original buildings stilll'emain (:B'ig.84) 

many of them are in poor condition. 

Dal ton I s populSlt ion 1'1gul'es tell their own st ory of 

its inability to live up to its early pr-omise: from 61 in 1866 

(Bailli~r-e f s GSlzett,eer) it expanded to 176 in 1681 (oensus) and 

.342 in 1891, but h8d fallen to 160 in 1901, after which the num

bers fllJ.ctus.ted but were only 228 in 1947 and 24h in 1954 - a 

sOPr'y record after a flourishing start. 

In its ear-ly days, Dalton had hors6 and dray links with 

Gunning, Ya.ss (2L~ miles) and Boorowa (32 mUes), but thouGh it is 

now linked by motor roads to all those places it has developed 

closer links with Gunning, the sm91lest 01' t,he three, which pro

vides most Of' its urban servlces since Dalton is equipped only 

wi th the commercial fac ili ties of' a small village. 

Kellwonnt Forest 1s a small hsmlet liniD~ the Gundaroo 

road. It consists merely of' a small store-post orrice. a hall 

and ChUI'ch soo six weatherboard cottages, and it t'unetions as a 

postal and shopping centre and place of' asc:embly of a very minor 

order. with the lowest possible rankin:::; in the hierarchy of the 

Tablels.nds. 

Qundar.£2 is a small disper-sed villa:::;e with a regular 

street erid on the Gunning-Q,ueanbeY8o r08.d. It is on an alluvial 

flat near the head of' the Yass River. llavini:\ gro'l.n up at a ford 

where the r-i ver was Grossed by v,(>,£l t was one e the main Goul bnrn

Queanbeyan road. 

The villa/3e resex've was surveyed by James Larmer, v.hose 
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design pl'm of' ttle villau;e (Fig.85) W8S gazetted in 1847, af'telo 

which it began to grow slowly. By the 1860's, it held become an 

important stasing post '"it.h two hotels and cwaching offices f'rom 

which Cobb's conches ran twice a Week to Queanbeyan and three 

tir('es a week to GoulbuI'n, and it also had a court house; but its 

post off'ice yias then at E'l.ster Monnt, a station three miles away. 

Bailliere's Gazetteer, 1866, credited Gundaroo with a yopulation 

of 300, but this like sorne later census ['eturns obviously in

cluded the surl'oundinB farming population as well as that of' the 

villaBe. becaUse it had only 108 inhabitants in 1871 and 90 in 

1881: subse quent censuses showed 351 in 1891. 187 in 1901. 170 

(with 72 otheX's nearby) in 1921, 119 and a similar number nearby 

in 1933 snd 89 (with 108 others nesrby) in 1947; 89 (89) PPO

visional in 1954. 

The rise of motor tranSpoI't, followed by the building 

of the Federal Highway fl'om G·)ulburrl to Canberra in 1926, resulted 

in Gundaroo 10sin3 its importance S8 a f;to:oqing-place on one of' 

the two main p08,ds between Goulburn and Queanbeyan. in conse-

quence of' which it is now a minor commercial and service cent.re 

for nearby farmers, dependent on Gunning, Yass and Queanbeyan for 

many of' its own needs. The 1'ocus of' village life is in Cork 

Street, the main stpeet leading north to Yass and Gunning and 

south to Queanbeyan, which contains its service buildings (store, 

post Office, police station, hall, literal'Y institute, two chupches, 

wine saloon which was once a hotel): to the east and north of it 
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there are only a few scattered residences, a school and another 

church (Fig.85). 

Thout?,h it has gone down Oil the urban scale, Gundal'oo 

has retreated from its former position with more grace than other 

centres on the SoutheX'n Tablelands whIch have retX'ol;1ressed sImi

larly: most of' its buildings, it is tX'ue, are old and small but 

they are also neat ami, well-preseX'ved, and this, cJmbined wi th 

the fact that a nearby rEach of' the Yess River is lined with wil

lovs and other exotic trees, the \!!ihole in an ett.ractive rur'al 

setting, gives the village a pIG sing old-\!!io.dd air, which ac

counts for it being a POpUIE!r plsce :Cor outdoor meetings of' Art 

Clubs in CanberI'B and other centres on the Tablelands. 

II BUN!}GNDOl{j~ 

Bungendore is a little smaller and more disper'sed than 

Gunning, but it is a disp.roportionately qUieter centre, for while 

the latter is on two of' the busiest land links of' Australia, the 

former' is only a minor junction on a comparatively little used 

railway tentacle of the State and on m9.in rOB.ds 0-(' only secondary 

importance (from Canberra and Queanbeyan to Braidwood and th.e 

South Cor,st. and from Goulburn to (;;ueanbeyaql. Of these roads, 

only the f'ormer is really impopt,nt f'or the lif'e of the village, 

largely because it is the only direct poad f'or tourists and holi

day makeps f'rom Canberpa and Queanbeyan bound for the C08.St. 

It is in Yarrowlumla Shire and, theI'6f'0I'e nominally, 

wholly :in QueanbeY8.n t s urban f'ield, but in fact it is also 
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In J1aI't, however, its gro'hth in the 1880's and 1390's was stimu

lated by the ri pe of Cal)tein' s }?lat~ f'or v\'hich it grovided some 

services and supplies. Except ror' a tG~nporary revival in the late 

1930' s when th6 branch I'ailway was beinG bull t to C,'3.ptElin' s Flat, 

in this century, the village h8S nearly stagnated as a business 

centre with its po[,uletion fluctu'o,tinG from 58h in 1911, to 667 

in 1921, 665 in 1933 and 545 in 1947: the provisional figure for 

1954 is 562, with 191., inhabitants nearby. 

Like Gunning, its territory is bisected by a railway, 

but in this case the rn9.in part of' the village lies west of' the 

line and the eastern ha.H' iEl lapgely undeveloged (]'i,';' 86): in the 

for'mer, however, buildings are no mope than scattel'ed on the 

blocks between its r'egular street grid, and even the main street 

(Gibraltar' Street), which contains near'ly all its few public and 

c0l1mer'c19.l buildin",s, lacks a distinct villa;:;e cOr'e because the 

b 1Jilc1in8S ar'e so dispersed. .itS in Brai dv\'ood and many othel' 

Gover'nment towns and villages in New South Wales several public 

buildings are grouIled on one block, fAcing a gark at one ond of 

the main street: in this case the school, schoolmaster"s residence, 

school of arts, gost off'ice, police station 2nd court house are 

at the eastern end or Gi bI'altar street (l!'iC' 86). 

Except for') 8. feVi stone houses, the work Ot' one farnily 

of local bu ilders in the 1860' s, and seveY'sl other stone or brick 

buildings, most of Bungenc!ore's never h,)uses 9nd shOIlS are built 

of' weatllerbosrds 0[' f'ihy'o and the alGer homes and sheds of' timber 
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slabs or pi se (some of v;hleh h9ve the remains of their original 

shingle roofs). Hence the villabe as a whole seems to lack 

arehi tee ture.l solidity: this, con,bined wi th the decayed state of 

meny butldings gives it a mOI'ibund look. But for the contacts 

which it make;:? with CartEl.if-l's Flat and the passing t1.-ade of'motor

ists on the two major roads through it, p"ptieulEu'ly ths Oanberra

South Ooast road, the vil198e would, no don]:;t, h<".ve e eh9.I'aCter in 

kee:ping with its ap~}earance, because its smsll urllcln fJ.eld COn1-

prises only sparsely 90;)ulated g.razin[3 18.nd, containinc a small 

hamlet, Eos~{insto\vn (fOI'mE.rly I~jolon~;lo) f.:Hhl !3. sawmilling set tle-

manto Rossi, both a few miles south. 

Tee-alga, 2893 feet above sea level on Tsx'slga Cr'e6k 

(one of the headwater's of the VJollondilly River), lies 29 miles 

nOl-th oJ' Goulblu"ln and 25 miles east oL" Orook'iJyell. It or'icinated 

in the early J1850's, 1;vith a sey'vi.ce function f'01'" Ete;ric111turists 

on the I1tlly lS.Dds 1.D the wide valleys 01' T&r-a1ea (3.nd Guineaco:t~ 

Cl"eeks, snrJ inittEJlly 1t develoj)e(j its cloSE:st links F.ith the 

privqte viI Ieee of Laggen (19 miles west) which was then beein

nine to SUDpl?ot Ploda as the most im)OrtRct centre in the north 

of' the Southern ~eable Dds: subsequently, vvhen Cpookwell grew end 

when roads \'\eY'B irapy·ovt.'Q to Cr'ookwel1 and t}oul r.JuI-n it made close 

contaets v\l th both centres, p8.·~·ticula.l·l~l wi th the latter in 1,;vhose 

shire (lVlulval'ee. established 1106) it was later inclu:'J.ed. 

The et3ply villa3t3 wes strung out :CO.I' uef;:u:ly half 8 mile 



SIODG a Dopth-south tpack. on tvvo ri.sEs and the depression between 

them, but Taralga nay; consists of' tV}O slY!Etll urban s6ttlf.rrnents 

own at both ends of the old village, as a result of 

bet'V;e6n tb.em (knoYjD. loc as PneUiClonia JHat) 

en larg:;ely ,Jo.uu_v,,,,d fo!' sett eDt, thou~h it still has 

a few old bu11din~s (F 

tlement v;j_th 110 i.nh.sl::,:Lts.nts and many village instlt'fJti,ODS (3 

stares, 3 hotels, post , ice 

barrack, 2 chu(~ches, deDomin~.l.tioDD,l ~';<f1(J nation8.1 
- , 

se f!-ools) and 

it h.[H:J horse 8I1Cl connections to Goulburn, ltnked wHh 

Cobb's CODe b services to Sydney, and to centres at 

tleville (6 Bunneby e 8 I:: <" , ' ~, : e 8 1 8S 

1 (cenS1J.S) it d 

to 326. then I'e c1 lts 1891. after 

which qS a result of the economic cris0s of t 1890's it COD-

traeted to ;59 in 1901 nne) 468 in 1911: V;or·ld 'iVa_I' I and the sub-

division of SeveJ:'-9.1 lar'[;e estates around it stimulated Ieul-

tiOD in its district b~l 1921 the villaiiG had re .... 

covered some'Nh8t with a its branch 

railway was built :fY'·::;":1 !}oulb1..1rn in 1326, it again contracted to 

1~68 er the depression years and the popu1a01011 reached only 

483 in 1947. 

A sU8cession of ~ood ye8rs for its district, now princi~ 

lace, 88 indi<:t::.t 
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large brick church church 

few public buildin~8 (FiJ.87), the Gout ~n t~in besi the 

18 t ~ore )!'ogress'ive and looks like bee !1,j the focal 

pOint of Taralga's life. 

ls!pendent needs, 

to B les8(j!:" extent on Crookwell, Taralg0 fUDctions indepen-

dently of both to s~ne Extent 82 e "iJ:r'ban centI'e for the northePll 

of e Shire, mainly because it is 8 minor 

o au.se lies 

• likc 



t r;OtJt,' in8 more 

tervsls varyiD~ from e few miles to :pEl].:~hE;PS 

20 or more, one comes upon smqll settlements - or often only 

their ruins the remDins of' ceotres l!:!htch once played 

in t life of tb~~ir • OJ;: them, 

except the minio,:.: t01:VnS 1Nhich. arOSf: on the Sou.t r:o, 

as stopping places or at 

cross i 'but 

then the me' jar 1 

~he li~e of the !nint 

• [lost f'lJ,nctioned oriGinally 

, t· June Lons 

s at r- i ver 02'" creel: 

of tracks which were 

• 

inevtt:;Jb1s short because all wer!-=:' to locel E::T1lironment.s whIch 

were incGpable of providinJ an terns.tive way of subsistence fop 

their large po-pulatioDs when the ex_hj'~lJsted 

the fields 8Pound them.: in eOGS6rluence, those which still 

exist have only 3 sm011 frsction o~ the numbers they once had$ 

0 ,· 
" 

Y,"holl~! dif'f'e2ent c ;::n.1se s 9poduced the decl ine o:C the 

Ta.blelands of' the e£'fects of road changes on t:.:.B 1t1'e of' sms.ll 



end thriving settlt'ments; Bunyen's eclipse by Goom'~ lllustrates 

how the life of emsll centr~s sQDetimes d on the of' 

10e , of course, scattered o~er the whole of 

the T~'J.blel~~:Jl(ls 0.r't;' the withe,pinG remclins of' small but onC6-

thriving centres which have been by-passed 8,8 e. result of rail-

Yi8Y building enj the rise of' ::Ttotor t:eansl.)ort. 

Some of the sme1.11 settlements already stu,(lied as minop 

centres in the urb8n fields of the service tOYOS end large vil-

lages belong to these categories, but as specii"ic exwlples of 

decadent '2.entres we eocsj.(ie.t' .lj"r81nen, tcurnoene, l:,;~ajort s 

Creek and Kiandra ss beiog re~resent8tives or former ~ining to~ns, 

and 13uDLonia and othe2 eectr68 on the Old eou.th i<oaJ, end 

Collector as ty.pical sta6in6 posts ~vhich have X'etrogressed. 

I 

Aralu.eo 

gold ~88 discovered in Arall1en Creek in 1852, ani in 

of othe1.~ settlements of its t~r.L~e spre}VV1E.'d over- the diESings 

others) vihich extended :Cor s.bolJ.t 16 m:tl€s ~3.1ong the creek. 

lated because the 

mit of Aralt1.8rl ~';onnt[dn to the creek bed) vvs,s bounded by steei) 

slopes on the 0orth, west and south, 80 t}13t it CQuld only be 

reached by m':::8l'1i::; of' a vd.nding trsck along the Deua Eiver into 

vvhich the creek flowed: Sttb8e(~llently 8. tr~"\c~-( Vi~U3 .col'rnE::(t to 



Nel1igen on the Clyde River'. still rougher ,'lOd steepeI' ones 

Creek. 

though it 8uft'cred setbDcks 'Aben the bold yield fluctuD.ted, when 

rnininci VVE.\S obstructed by leg81 ciel.90's caused by some settlers 

laying claim to lend on the min 
1 

leases, and as a result of 

-'liater shortages on the dig3iDGs, it had eXl)t:l.nded to El.bout 3500 in 

1866. In thiR .sr, Bailliere's ]·8.zetteer described it 88 a 

tltownshipH consistin2, 0:[' lIone lonG street, there being about 7 

mileR of' I'esidences mar,;' or leRs scattered, in whtch theI'e are 28 

hotels and :public hOUBGS u : it 8180 h·ad a gost oi'fice, a telegre,ph 

1 
These are indicated by the following press items in contemporapy 

issues of The Braidwood Disns.tch : 
19/12/1858 .11!:aluen Diggrngs:: "many didget'S have left during 

the past f'ew weeks iJnQ the numbers of new arrivals 
are diminishing!'. 

1/ 1/1859 Upper Ar81uen - "The diggings et the p18ce 8.re not 
progressing so satisfactorily as maDy would wishH. 

19/ 7/1859 Lower Araluen - "'£he dig0ines are going ehe8d at 
an ,amazing rate. The velley S\V8l"mB livi th 1 ife, ,C::tud 
the hum of' busy multitudes is heeI'd evepywheL·e. 
The flats are the chief centres of attractiOtl t

'. 

1/11/1859 E"ste.rn side of' Araluen Creek - petHtcn of' 567 
mlne.P8 reGarding oost!."u·,:;tion of' ;-;lininL by the 
essumed cl'lims of' Messps. Roberts and Hassall. 
holding land under grant to F. H. lviundy. 

12/11/1859 EdHol'j,sl rei'erence to the lack of' water 1'or' the 
digeings. (This recurred periodically throughout 
the 1 if'e of the Southern Goldfields. justifying 
the opinions expressed earlier by Rev. W. B. 
Clarke that water supply would constitute e tn8jor 
problem in the development of' the fields). 
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Major's Creek, 11 miles south of Braidwood and 4 miles 

west of Araluen, is co;npaI'801e in mp.ny v,sya with the latteI', ex

cept that it has a ditl~I'ent setting in a smalleP valley on the 

Tablelllnds on Iv1.'3 jo>:' I s Cpeek (a t ri bu tal,,;; of Aralue n Creek) and 

now sepves as a small village centpe fop surpoundins pailtoral 

cUstricts. 

OPiginating soon after Araluen, kajor' s Creek grew 

quickly also, snd Peached the peak of its growth with a population 

of 1074 at the 1871 census. Like most other Australian gold

field centres, it then contained a large percentage of Chinese 

diggers: subseCluently, however, because dred.;.\iug around the town 

never reached the same pl'op,jrtions as in the Araluetl Valley and 

along the Shoalhsven River', the populc,tion dropped from 966 in 

1891 to 715 in 1901, ther'eafter more steeply to 337 in 1911, 

then slowly again to 175 in 1947: 114 (provisional) in 1954. 

Like Araluen and indeed most other mining centres, 

Major's Creek eXi)erieneed many initial serviee (iifficulties: as 

usual, hotels and grog shanties soon sprang up allover the di3-

gings, but because traders were unable to obtain security of ten

ure on the mining leases they were loth to build stores there. 

To overcome this dif'i'iculty and provide adeguats business faci

lities for the diggings, the private town of Inkley, occupying 

a small sgua.re inside the existing boundaries of Major's Creek 

(Fig.88). was established in the 1850's, but it did not fulfil 

its purpose, and in consequence of subsequent agitations by 
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residents on the gdldfield the Government town of liilrington, 

adjoining Inkley, was proclaimed in 1860: its narne was altered 

to Major's Creek by a proclamat ion in the Govel'nment Gazette on 

the 3rd August, 1928. 

Though it is still officially a tOl}.'l1, Major's Creek is 

really not more thEin a small village with a few service buildings 

(2 stores, post office, hotel, police station, 2 chur-ches, and 

about a dozen residences) nearly all of' which are scattered over

the slopes east of' the creek. All 8r-ound it the hill-sides bear 

many mining scars, and in :places where they have been badly er-o

ded, the mined areas resemble miniature badlandS. 

Jembaicumbene was a smaller mining centre which grew up 

along the Jernbaicumbene Cr-eek and Swamp, about 8 miles south of 

Braidwood. 

Mining apparently began ther-e soon after o:;:>er-ations had 

started at Areluen and Major's Creek, but the early output was 

poor'. By 1859, however, the gold yield v,as more promising end on 

the 15th cTanuary of th8t year The Braidwood Dtspatch reyorted 

under its heading of i\ll.llldlc....l!lJ;.elligence that the diggings were 

evidently going ahsHd. 8nd though there wer'e only one or two 

houses on the SI'l8'1'P, a new yuhl ie-house had been built nearby and 

"further down the tents of the miners dot the bush for miles". 

Five months lster (11th June. 1859) it reported further on 

JembaicUlubene that "numbers continue to be attracted to the new 

rush at the croc's ing-place of' the Majo!" s Creek r08.d. The rest 
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of th.e swamp is betng wrought here and there by small parties. tf 

Durtng the next, few years Jembatcumbene became more 

clearly defined as an urbsD settlement tn the centre of the dig

gings which extended for 12 miles along the creek, and in 1866 

Bailliere's ~tte6r described it as "a gostal township, laid 

out but not yet 9roclaimed", and mentioned that it had a large 

floHl' mill, post office, 3 hotels aud a carl'ying office (run by 

Chinese). but also that it was a lawless place with inadequate 

police protection, a l,18ce in which tfthe Viant of a proper force 

is often feltt!. By 1871 (census) Jembaicumbene (procl£limed as a 

villase in 1867) had expanded to 837, shrinldng thereafter to 37-,7 

in 1891, then progressively so to 99 in 1921 and 101 in 1933. 

with no popul,,,tion record at all in 19J+7. By this time only two 

isolated farm houses remained, with pr8ctically no traces lef-t of 

the mining settlement except the crumbling walls ai' a few pise' 

dwellings, and, of' course, the abandoned shafts and pits. 

Kia.ndra, while similar in general respects to the 

Southern Goldfield towns a.S a minini.\ eentre, differed from them 

by having been a !Duch larger town, with a shorter and more spec

t acular LI.fe. which ended up even more ignominiously than either 

Araluen or Major's Creek. 

I t is situated 4600 feet above sea level on the Kisndra 

High PI~lins, knov.n oI'isinally ss Gibson's Plsins (after an early 

settler), and lies on the lvlonaro Highwsy, about 52 miles south-

west of Cooma and 22 miles Vlest of Adaminsby: before fi.nd since 

the gold rush the plains have been used solely as a summer 
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grazing ground. 

The town mushroomed i.nto existence in Dece'!lber-J'anuary 

1859-60, aftsr gold had been discoveped in Pollock's Gully, just 

south ot' H, in November. The Four il'dle and Nine Mile Rushes near 

the town in JanuEu'y 1860 each attracted about 1000 miners, and in 

February and March of that yeRI' the maximum population of the 

field Vias estimated to be between 15,000 nnd 20,000. Owing to the 

s everi t~r of Kianc1ra' s winter many of the prospectors soon withdrew. 

and by August 1860 there were only 200 dit\t\eI's at the FoUJ~ Mile and 

400 at the Nine Mile, and the town of' Kia.ndra which had houses 

valued at about £40,000 contained 4000 inhabitants. 

Despite the optimistiC belief that the rush would begin· 
1 

allover again in the ensuing summer, and the :fac:t that rich finds 

were made from time to time, the field began to decli.ne, though 

several cl!iims near the town (8ur:face Hill, New Chum Hill, Township 

Hill) and around it (the Nine Mile. Jackass Flat, Whipst ick ]'lat, 

Rocky Pl9.in) continued to be worked for sonle time. By March 1861, 

when the cold weather had begun to set in ag.3:Cn, the miner's were 

in :full retreat. many to the new La'1lcing Flat Field near Young, 

wi th not more than about 250 rem3ining aD the Kiandra Field: thOSe 

who stayed wepe snowbound f'or several months, afte!' which they 

1 
On the 28th June, 1860, an edi tOl"ial in The Sydney Herald stated: 

"We hear the goldt'ields at Kiandra will be visited in the enSUing 
Summer by at least 50,000 men. Suppose we should see at the 
Alpine Regions at one time 36,000 men. Of these more thsn 24.000 
will be actually employed in minin"" the rest will be required to 
supply their wants. 'rhe value of the gold they will raise at £6 
per hear} pel' Weel( will reach £1L~4,OOO, and reckonin3 30 working 
weeks, will be £L,,320,OOO". 
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engaged in lengtr~r disputes with the l'vlininJ, Commissioner's. 

At the peak ot' its growth in 1860, Kiendra cont'oined 26 

hotels, 25 stores and 12 bakerie s, in addit ion to its many dwel

lings and few public buHdings, but whon it was surveyed in 1862, 

'prior to its gazettal as a town on the 5th June. 1863, it was 

much shrunlcen and contained only 68 buildings, made u.p of' 8 stores, 

7 hotels, 5 banks, 2 butcheries, 2 jeweller-s' shope, R baker-y, 

9 other places of business, a hospit,l, a post 01'1"i<:e, a police 

barrack, a surgery, a newspaper 01'l'1ce. 3 stables, anll residences, 

(Fig. 89). 

By 1866 (Bailliere's Gazetteer) the town's populs,tion 

he,d fallen to sbout 22'>0, dwind.Lin"" tUI'ther to 107 at the 1891 

census, but increasing sll:.;htly to 231+ in 1901, in consequence 

of the Kiandra Gold Drec1gin3 Company having begun operations in 

Pollock's Gully in 1900. At subsequent censuses, its populat.ion 

W8.S 328 in 1911,339 in 1921, 30Bin 1933 and 312 in 1947. but 

these f'i3ures obviously include winter touriets in Kiandra at 

the time of' mid-vear censuses, because t he settlement consists , v 

only of' three sme.ll chalets f'or skj,-ers and five eotteges, one of 

which serves as a post and telephone office (1,118.90). 

Kiandra's life VJas even briefer thB.n thElt of most mintng 

towns 1 argel~r because it; was in a blse.k and isolated part of the 

Southern TablelondE:, rap in addition to being snowbound for 

seve."3.l months in each year it was linked to the rest of' the 

Tablelands only by rDD,ds on which travel was Dt most times 
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dangerous, and at the· best, dH'iicul t, as is in:J.icated clearly 

by press items in many iusU'3s of' The Gooms EX1)reSS in the 1860's 

and 1870's, and even in the 1880's when the li:1'e of' the town was 
1 

te'11por8.rily resuscitated by dredging operations. 

Bunc;onia is the oldest of the ofiiciel urban centres 

exist:i.ng on the Southern Tablel'l.nds, because it antedated 

Goulburn Pla.ins as a town by a fortnight when it was proclaimed 

on the 13th March, 1833. 

It is located, 1920 f'eet above sea. level, on Bungonia 

Greek, and li.es 15 miles southeast of Goulbllrn in undu18.ting and 

wooded country which is used only for sllar'se grazinG. and its 

si te (on the originEil Great South rwad) was selected in prefer-

ence to one at Inverary, L} miles southeast, where an abortive 

attempt at establjEihin0 ;:, town had been made in the 1820' s. 

1 
In 9. leadinJ article on Kblldra (12th January, 188L,) the 

edttoY' of The Guoma Exures8 VI!~ote: 
"The char.C1 eter or tile hc!b1tations 8.10ng the J'octe don't 

le8d Olli~ to expeet much on reachin2. Kiandra in the way of dwel-
lings; but they are ~h8PS as good as it is possible to erect 
cOl'siClering the enOT'mous Cli!':t"i.culties of' t~8DE,pOX't which hcwe 
hitherto existed in all the routes to the town ••••• 
. . ~ .• It seems impossi.ble to tlravel the present track f'rom 
Se~7f[10l1:r [AdEml1.nab~t] by any other' means than .-"wings with safety, 
so steep and rough are some of thl'; ascents. II 
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its growth has been ;ular, ror eX8~'ple, 285 in 1391,109 in 

1901, 2 ~; :1.0 1911, (v:i th in 1921, if).]. tn 19 , i 

some of the nearby 1~r81 sett10rs, it seems likely 

th::1t they do, Butlt,onia t f:i Growth 

visaged initiAlly for it (Fj,g.31). 

£\ f'ew ot~ its houses bel one to the '1 :?te,p per:'od of its 

seed by eslvoois 

, 8~onG its sC8ttered buildings of stone, faced 

or axe-dressed timber the remains of' one or t·wo shingle roofs 

/ 
se 

, 

e, f? little l1:o:r.·e than 

30 mi.les Douth of' Bun...:,onie. on the old South, Eoecl, waS more 

t c:3. 't",he 1'0 rte(~ nO:Jthv,'(3stw8.ras 

:from Marul f).n, and ceased to e st lOYJ£ since. In fact, its 

13th 

the Govef'nm.~n in~ 

up to f?cts ~ftep beeal1 se by then the old 

road no lonser ex12t ,st leAst 88 an t,j,ve stinlulllS to Dr"o--

mote Larbertts g~ 

It sUr'vived "for Borne time as a 1.;:' j.cul'tur 

settlement, ~ut a~ s0ch it ~as UD_ to bee ::t1.HH.:'- the 

De part o'r the Shoalhaven v:,:lley is me 

lend, ~hich ar2rt f~om beioz of litt tur is 
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1901. 50 in 1911, 20 in 1921 '~nd 

35 in 1933. but with no 1'ooold In 19L:·7. t'1889 s se 

.1: 

self does not eXist; 

and lath DPlls sod shirJle 

tt: .. 'ent eOrl-

in the U v&lley, were similar but smal1e~ stacing 

centres on the old Sou 

i shed, hut Ett the rui,Ds of t 8. doze'I} d-

i may be seen on,2 the Braid'Jvood-Major' s Cpeek r:.oad, and at 

Bendoul'8. t is 2 8~ncle weatherbo9 buil 

nally served as 8 coo.chin3 inn, then as :i 2."('0L: shsnt;l v:;ith an un-

reputation, sn1 Slll)se~uently ss store post 

oJ.'f'lce mE:etin~~' the n6eGS of neEu'by p13storolists. 

, v\'hich lles cn1~1 ~,bout 7 miles f'.r~)m IEajorts 

11 1':1 },16 S frofo, tlen, rev:.L ved t6rrDorarily du_:'ing the 

vslue, RS a result of which the settlers 

vex', J .. t ne.ve}:,~ b8Cal11B much mope t.han a 
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'1uell C i'ormc (1 to settlern6nt s e.round it, the village became a 

thpiving and busy little COlJ1muni ty ,!Vi th L~ tnn s, several bl~:-\ck-

• 4 J I • snn L -is snops, stores run in conjunction wj.th the hotels, a 

t ~;;tilor' s shop ~ a vvindTdll f'or~ :.::~rinding COr-D J:~rom sl1.r:eoundlng dis-

tricts, a cou~t of tty sessions (once a month), postel f8Cili-

ties and th.ree chur'ches: to t.hese a police bEc2:"PHCk and a stone 

school and resi(ience wel'e added lateI'. 

By 1871 (census), its pOllUlation hs.rl gI'oVln to 169, but 

thiG contracted to 97 in 1881, lal'ge1y as a I'es1.11t oi' the build-

ing of the 1'aily's"' fI'om Goulbu1'n to Gurmins in 187~l, and though 

the 1 ife of' tile vil1eS'" was I'evi ved tempo1',,-I'ily in the 1st ep 

yesrs of the 19th century in consequence of' C02peT' minins at 

Curl'awong, and its tlumreT's incl'eased to 230 in 1891 8nd 1901, it 

was further advel'sely affected by l'ailwf'lY bunding to Tarago in 

18Bl-1. ftnd f:lOre recently by the riee of moto:e transport: since 1901 

it has contracted steadily to 208 in 1911, 199 in 1921, 183 in 

1933 and 105 in 191+7: provisional j'igures (1954) er'edH it with 

135 inh'3bitants, with 30 othe:ns neal'by. 

It still hel.s its public buildings and about a scor-e of 

small resideDces, but in gls,ce of the ffisny business pl'emises 

whieh it once h£,.d, the.re is nov:, only one sto1'e, one hotel ".nd 

two tea l'ooms: it :l.s manaGing to cml'vive better than most othel' 

villages of' its type, however', becaube it is the only centre on 

the Federal tIighYcaybetwsen Canbepra and Goul burn, 8.nd its hotel 

hilS become a po.::mlar :place of ref'l'eshment f'or trave11eJ.'s and its 
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two tea rooms are being much patronised by residents of' Canberra 

and GoultlUrn, particulaply at week-ends; Collector isaconvenient 

stopping place on sho.pt round trips f'r'om both places. In aD a.t-

tempt to foster thts week-end trade, 8.nd. to encourage 'passing 

tourists to stop, the village i.s 111.lblicised as Histori.c Collector 

since its hotel contains a f'ev} relics o:f convict days, and 

stands beside an obelisk erected on the spot where s, "policeman 
1 

was killed in an enconnter with bl1Shr8.ngers. 

~-------------------------------------1 
Because t he average Austpal ian is a vepy ardent. though unquali

fied, 10c31 histopian this ].,ind of' thing has become a standard 
pr9.ctice in Australia.n towns and vi.llages with any landmarks 
thought to have any l~laim at all to hi,stopical distinction. 

In this inE'tance, howevep. one of the principal histopical show
pieces - a blood-st.ained sofa forFleply kept in the hotel - was 
claimed by the cynics to helve petai!kd its histopic appeal only 
becauGe of I'E'1'6ated a'I'lications of' blood from freshly
slaughteI'erl beasts: S'Jme go f'1.lJ.'ther and claim that the gallant. 
constable did Dot even contribute. 



Bef'ore proceeding to the conclusion 01' this thesis - an 

attempt to synthesise emph'ically the geot\raphical character of' 

the Australian town - I ma~e a f'ew general observations about 

urbanisation in Austroalia in some of its broader' aspects and 

comment broiefly on some of the problems which confront the geo-

groaphero in its study. They are roelevant heroe because they out-

line the wider background of urbanism in the continent as a 

whole against which I havs droawn my findings about the Australian 

tov!u, and throvv sorDe light on the v;ay in which my conclus'ions 

have been rc ached. 

AJ:!§j;£Qlian Urbanisation 

Severoal inter-related and to some extent inter-

dependent features of urbanisation in Auetralia heavily underline 

the importance of town study as a major branch 0:1:" the continent's 

socia.l geoe;raphy. 

1/ Australia is a hi.Shly urbanised, and the most completely 
metropolitan, continent; 

2/ after the physical env:Lronment, the town is possibly the 
most important factor influencing the life oi' Australia, 
inasmuch as nearly eight out of every ten 0:[' its :people 
live in towns, more than one-half' of them in the State 
capi tals; 

3/ there is a marked l,gck of balance in the continent's 
urban :paL tern, in that t11e urbuni.sed ~)arts of Australia 
comprise only a small f'raetion of' its totB,l area, and 
their eontai.ned centres are il'!'egularly distributed; and 

q,/ the ul'oan-l'ural dichotomy of Austroalian society is deeply 
and ineradicably etched. 



In the narrower fielj of urban I? eography, these are, 

of course, the fundamental fe·atul'es that give rise to many pro

blems of C!ontent and method, as is indicated tn the follov:ing 

discussions of the degree and manner of AustraliE'n urbanisation. 

(1) The Degree or Urb:misation 

A wholly valid assessment or the degree or Ul'banisation 

of a country naturally de.Qends on the USE or pm'ely objective 

methods of' a9praisal. li'or many peoClle "uI'banisation" is some

thing which is cotlceived suLjectively only, and in consequence the 

term conjures up many shades of meaning which difTer appreciably 

from one another aC!cording to the standpoint f'rom which it is in

vestigated. Eo:,"eover, the UGe ot· iiir-rerent cri teris f'or detel'

mining the degree of urb.c,niEation of a paI'tiC!ular area or C!ountry 

will often pI'oc.uce co.:lpletely unlike results, as for instance when 

urbanisation is measured in terms of the extent of urban land

Scapes rel"itive to thoSQ of' rUr'al landscapes in the same apea or 

of the uI'ban/nu'al proportion .O,~' the population or of' functional 

and occupational distinctions. 

Even in countl'ies containing areas which have been 

urbanised to a high degpee pural landscapes naturally preponder

ate greatly over UI'ban landscapes, though it is usual for some 

to be accepted without que stlon as being "urbanised It. Britain 

is 9. 2:00d example, and for diflerent reasons there a!'e reason

able erounds for t.he claim that Australia, also, is a highly 

uPbanised continent. 



In terms of' l",'ndscapes, urban Aus't.r ia comprises an 

area infinitesimal compared with that of rural Anstralia, and in 

terms of productivity the latter i,s outstandingly important as 

a major 80l)rCe of the nation's income from exports, with primary 

produets accounting f'or en average of' Abol1t 83.5~'{; of the total 
1 

value of Australian exports for the years 1951/52 to 1951d55. 

By contrast, howeve,r, though towns exist in only e, eomparatively 

smell part of .Austrnlie, princi ly in what is not mueh more 

then a nsrro,", peri?heral bel t in the eastern mainland States, 

8.nd some smsller urbGo enclaves around Hobart, Launceston, 

Adelaide, and Perth, urban dv,ellers, as we have seen, eomprise 

nearly 80% of the t.otal po,mlatL,n. Moreover, thou,jh ;.>rimary 

production is espsc1ally irr:portsnt 8.S tl1.e major source o:f" the 

nstion's income from exports, it represented only about 42-Li5% 

of' the net v8lueo:f" total Australian production fl'om 1951/52 to 

1953/51,. The b8.lence ca'lle fl'om the pI'oduetion of factoriE.s, 

mines, and qUft"L'ries, ~vVhich with :few excepttoDs are dominantly 

urban enter~rise6. 

But if' we subtpr,ct, the c'Jpi tal ei ties ths degree of' 

urbanisstion is not so impressive, and in fact many regtons even 

1-------'-·------------
These yeeps represent a period ot nor-mal !11:'loducti.on uninf'luenced 

by dr-ough s, elso on6 in Y'hiel1 vool values droppEd to something 
like theip usuel (end stable) levels trom the fantastiC heights 
which they reached in the 1950-51 sesson. Summ,.lrised te.bl6s 
showing the value of"' Australi~-ln Exports (Austrc:lian Produce), 
1951/52 to 1954/55, and the net va.lue 01' Austrsli8.n ProduGtion. 
1951/52 to 1953/54 are listed in Appendix 11. 
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(Density in 

1950 
0010pado 
Geopgia 
Iowa 
Ohio 
New York 
Washington 

191~7 
N. S. Vi. 
Vic. 
Qld. 
S. A. 
W.A. 
Ir as. . _____ -1. 

DEl';:-SI~~Y OP URBAJ>i PO.PUL./\_~rION 
'(ie-PSQns -06r SOU8P6 mile ~(or' the 
• • each State) . 

Denvep (415,786) 
Atlanta (331.314) 
Des Moines (177.965) 
Cleveland (911j .• 808) 
New York (7,891.957) 
Seattle (467,951) 

total area of 

DensitY
excluding 

I,"tr·ge6.~~Qity 

1 .. ,0 
22.6 
19.1 

113.6 
97.3 
14.9 

4.6 
8.2 
1.1 
0.6 
0.2 
6.8 

(SoUl'oes : Commonwealth Census 191+7; U.S. Census, 1950) 

There were, however, some incpeases in the Australi9.n fieul'es at 

the 1954 census, as the :Collowine, table shows. 

N.S .. W. 
Vic. 
Qld. 
s. A. 
Vi. i\. 
1'8.8. 

Sydney (1.863.217) 
l'f:elbourne (1,524,062) 
Bpisbane (502.353~ 
Adelaide (382,454; 
Perth (38Lj.,596\ 
HobRPt (9', 20 7,') ~"- ~~- .,.", <-..... 

11 .6 
27.8 
i.9 
2.0 
0.6 

11.3 

8.2 
10.5 

1.2 
1.0 
0.2 
8.1 

Nevertheless, the fact remains tb.e.t AustrE:~lia he.s be-

come urbanised to a high degree, in addition to which the manner 

of lts l.J.rbanisation presents some unusual aspects, :t'or apart :from 

the vepy lJUeVen spr,'ac1 oj:' towns elready noted, thepe is 13 mar-ked 

lack of' balence between the metpo~:o1itan and all othel' elements 

of the urban popul:o,tion, and the urben and :t~ure.l elements of 

AustrHlian soeiety are sharply divicted f20m each other' in many 
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\vays. consider first the composition of' the lLC'ban population 

of Austl"9.1:ia and some :features 01--' to'wn distribution. 

As the I'ollowing tsble silows, Austre.lh,· s urbsn dweller's 

nOVI cornprtse abOt!t 78.6;-6 (metr'ogoli t80 l),rb;:;n 53.8}t';, other' 1Jrban 

2il.8:,O or Its tot8.l populE1tion, this beine an increase oj" about 

10% over the COPPS spondi 

50.72;%, other urb,Jn '17.98y;) at the 19147 census. 

--- I - j\!'etropoITtan I Othep Urban I-'--;(Upfll----r Total 

I I -r----- I T~---I---'~i-----"-

o U/"0 ' 0,_, .-- I (~,/, ,-', 1 i ~."or '0' ,·-,r-, " .-11 ! O"'u'" 'Q -' >0 I \,jUIJ S t, ~ uu 8 i ;ti j V,;; 
i ~ 1 

. I' t------!------'--, ,I j , 

1,862 i,Su .• h,l q6?i?A1 S~1 17."3; J,L.:.2Ll 
1.523( ,:62.1 I [;701 19:2 ~50 18."; 2,Lf52 

,:,02,aJ[;.~l.1 iJ,60i 3".9 3:'3 26.8 1,318 
:60.6 110 I 13.8 201 . 25.2 797 

---'-'"-
N.S.W. 
Vic; • 
(;.1 d . .-
S.A. 

3L}8 i51~_.4 I 105! 16.5 183 28.7 I 640 
'1':1r.;~: U' 7' 1 "K i ,rc 0' "02...+' "" 0 ,no ~ 8S._-+ ____ ~;;.4__; ., (i v __ , i.-.t!.2. 1 ! \~;:,;! ~ ---- , ,----r-----r! --"I--

I I 1_ n j ~ "" ,! ;) \ .-\ -,,! , ' 
ry~O~[l"'b"L I 4,81q. 153.0 I 2,21,5! ~q .• a j 1, 8b3 i 2 :.! J 8,940 

...l-____ ..l __ I __ , __ L __ ._J ______ i_ .. ___ , ..... ___ _ 

(8) Including c. ,000 population re ly rural. ~inor dis
crep(?t1ci.6s in tot):31s :::Ul0 2::H::,pceDt&.~~88 due to poundin2, off' 
Bnd 8 tjousaods ot mi6rstory popUlation. 

These figures, conjointly vith the gr ;-9.pns of' 

Fie_93, 8ho~ that t 

eomin2, still 

mor'e pronounced .. 

As e ly striking AS this excessively hiJh deGree of 

metro901itan urbf~nis2tion, anJ tile sbsetlCe or bals)ce in the 
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patte!"n of town d.istribution in .Allstl"<3-11a H.lreJ:tdy noted, a:t~e the 

ga11S vlh1.ch exist in the size/:rrequEncy scale of towns in some Ot' 

the Stt3.tes, g:)l--ticularly in the ranges i'rom 50,000 to a million, 

as is re:eleeted in the following 111'080 data frOJi the 1954 census. 

AUSTR/iLI 

Centres with 
})o:;}ulation of 

1 million or 7'lOre 
500,000 " !! 

250,000 " " 
100,000 tI " ,000 !! " 

25.000 II " 
1 0.000 It " 

5,000 II " 
2,500 tl \I 

. , 

ACC:ORDI1.rCf ~10 SIZE, 195Lt 

1 

16.6 

CLAS 

Old. 
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1 

With minor exceptions, the table presents an ovel'all 

picture not much diffel'ent i'I'om that 9l'ovicled by the compSI'sble 

f'iSUl"es of the 19h7 cenSUB. Includin3 08.nber1'8, Darwin, and Aliee 

Springs in addition to the towns 01' the States there were 195 

towns in the continEnt \',i.th 8 l)opulation ot' mope than 2500 8t ti"le 

1951+ census: most ¥i ere in thIS lovver rsnges, for ex.a~'nple, 80 in 

the 2500-5000 class, 65 1'l'om 5000 to 10,000, fwd 29 f'l'om 10,000 

to 25,000. Twelve cities l'anued :fl'om 25,000 to 50,000, but, ex-

clu.ding the Stat e CEl9i. tB.ls, only New Sou, th Wale s with I\fev'castle 

(178,156) and Grea.ter Wollon2,ons (90,829), and Victoria with 

Geelong (72.3h9) h80 centres with more than 50,000, though 

Launceston (4·9,310). Ballapat C', <3, (50) and ]!'remantle CLi·7, 273) ars 

approaching that i'i.gure. 

Except :8'remantle, which is to a lurge extent a part of' 

the Perth conurbation, and Launceston, the 1areest extra-metro-

politan centre in each state ranke well below the cupital city in 

Size as the 1'0110v/1113 table sho1lvs 

There was, fOI~ tnstDnce, a considerable deC1.~eE18e in the Dum'i)ers 
01' s'1lall towns (not ably in the 2000-and-over and 3000-8nd-over 
ranges), especially in New South Wales and Victoria. This is, 
howeve:e, Dot DaI·ticulsrly sie,nil'icent for the urban 2,cogra)her, 
1'01', as the census authopi ties state, the decrease was not caused 
by contr8ctLms or eXllansions or small indepenc1ently existiniJ 
towns but by extensions of' local government boundaries in some 
highly urbanised areas lil{6 Sydney, Melbotlrne, Greater V!ollon~ong, 
and Newcastle Urban 1\.1'6a. They were in f'act merely ar1''lin12trative 
,91-Jsorptions or- suburban eentl'es alptady abso2bed physlcally by the 
lapge1' eentres. 
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and Ballarat, arnong others, su0uest that these gaps may dis appear 

in time, especially so if steps are taken to curb the physical 

expansion of the metropolitan cities, as h,'.s been mooted in some 

instances. As yet, of' course, the ,big cities still outstrip all 

other centres by far in rate of growth. 

Because town si:te depends on so many vapiables, sllch 

as regional factor's for exanrple, it is D9.tural to expect that the 

frequency of' tOWDS of particulal' ol'del's of' size will not be the 

same in all States, as the table (p,267) illustrates. But, as Vie 

have seeD, the discl'epancies pelate principally to the frequency 

of distX'ibutioD of' the laI'ue centres, tor on the whole ther'e is a 

genera.l incl'ease in the numbers 01' towns tOwards the lower end of 

the size scale in all States, 

By way of' exa'Lple we consid.el' the urban size/frequency 

in New South Wales. Here, the ne£u"est Y'anking centre to the thl'ee 

bie; conupbatiol1s of Syci.ney, Eewcastle, and Greatel' Viollongong is 

Bl'ol<::en Hill (31,387), with 60,000 geople feViel' th'm the smallest 

of them. Lowel' d01Jm the scala come the cities 01' Blue Fountains 

(22,83L:) and Maitland (21, 33i+), the latter a convenient admini-

stl'i3.tive groupine; of the towns of West itland, East Maitland, 

and Morpeth, and the former a collection of' detaehed touriiit 

tOV:llS hspdl"T desel'vine the name "city", No other town exceeds 

20,000, and only a few ineludingpr'oYinci'l.l c2cl'litnls like Tamworth 

and Wagga Wagga, and pegion81 sel'vice centres like 1,18more, 

Grafton, Bathul'st, Goulburn, Albury and a handful of others, have 
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populations of' more thaD 10,000. Smaller centres are, however. 

more numerous; nemelor, 28 with 5000 a.nd over, 33 with 2500 and 

over, 62 with 2000 and over, and nearly 400 with 1000 8.nd over. 

Beside all these quantitattve constderations there are 

other general Hspects of Australtan urbanJ.Elm whtch are or interest 

for the uI'ban geogrepher: i'or convenience, they mtght be discussed 

here. 

There t8, as we have seen (p.263) a pr-onounced lack oJ' 

balance in the ul'ban pattex'n oJ' AU8tralta by reason of the fact 

that its towns are vepy unequally d.istr·ihuted, :,princtpall~! in a 

few constellations at widely s6parated. :places 8r~oun(i the cOast and 

in on1y a thin spread in a comparatively small part of the rest of 

the continent. 

Naturcl,ll:"r, the exiBting pattepn o:L' town distributton is 

the product of tne inter-play of' many and varied 1'orces, but of 

the fa.ctors which have operated in itti makinc:; the environment seems 

to merit special consideration. 

Town growth h' absolutely inhibited by the physical 

environment in only 8. few places, but agaiost this the environ

ment of' much of the continent is of' such a nature that it is not 

generally in'll tins as a milieu for towns. This iE, of cotJ.rSE:l, P8.P

t icularly true of the wide expanse s 01' semi-8.rid land which permit 

only a sparse p8stoX'al occupance and ns.turs.lly. therefore. the 

existence of' only a f'ew towns, mostly small and of specialised 

types: thus, except fop the scattered towns of' eastern and cent1'al 
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Queensl"lDd, the isolated inl!:Hld mining centres like Broken Hill, 

Kal2;oorlie, and Mount Isa. end several dispersed towns like Alice 

Springs, Darwin, and Broome, ~lUch of the semi-arid centre and west 

and the tropical nopth is virtu"dly an urban void. Similar. 

though smaller, voids are a consequence of' rug;J;ed reltei' in some' 

parts of the :populous e::"stern States, as in rrtany places in the 

Eastern Highlands, and in the Centr'.il Highlands of Tasmania. 

The relative absence of' tovins in these areas is reflec

ted in a paucity of transport routts thpou2h tl,em, BO they 8.!'e 

contrssted all the !110re cleRrly from the distinctly upbanised 

partB of' the continent wher'co the towns are linked for' instance by 

railw~.jy netvvorks with rneshes wbtch are cOl'respool5.1ngly coarse and 

fine tn areas of low and htgh u.t'ban concentration. l'hts raises 

another qUEstion of inter·est for the gco,1rapher - how may' town 

distribution be correlated vii th the transpoy·t systems, ps.rticu

larly the raily,.'9Y networks, in Australia? 

Generally spepJ.king, town 2,ro\\ths \F'e·cG largely reSl)Onsl.ble 

for the spread of' the railways, though ineVitably 01' course some 

towns owed their ests.blislrrnent to the buildint1 of the railways. 

Likewise, theret'ore. town distribution has been a major cause of 

the inter'estitllS vari"tions in the pailway patterns of' the Australian 

States (FiCs.94-99). 

~rueen818nd' 8 railV~'EQl system forms 8 pattern which dif

fers Bomewhet f!'om that of' any othel' State. It consists of small 

but largely incomplet.e networkS in the southeast and a north¥18rd 
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le~jJ3.:ln2 cOtJ.stal cQ,rI'idoY' joined by sever inland branches, the 

pat.tern of v,hic9 reflects the di~3tI'ibutil)n of' a Group of the 

State t s 1&'3e1" centr'eS in thE;: Iyioreton, DO"NnS, lViaryborough, and 

i{oekhempt.on Districts in the southee.st, its moderate sized ports 

spaced at intervels along the coast :fl'orn Macka~l to Cairns, and 

its inlsnd mining towns and cattle outlet centres (Fie.94). 

In New South Wales there is an equally strikln[!; ei'I'ect 

of urban distrtbution on the raily,ay pattern, I'or the mie.dle 

coast wHh large town concentrations in the Sydney, Newc8.stle and 

Vlollongong areas is sepved by a relatively ClOSE network of railways. 

From this ares, railway corridors lead through the coastEtl di6-

triets (south, hov;ever, only to Nowra, 100 miles f'rom Sydney) and 

the tablelands of' the State (where towns G.rs thinly (iistributed) 

to open net.wor-ks on the inland slopes where activities like whest

gl~oV'jinG and iI'rigated cpop-f's.rr:ling have given rise to closer set

tlement and a rsasonsb1y Dr-oruse s:prinklins of towns of varying 

sizes. Beyond, in the Western Division of the State, where to-:ms 

aY'e few, railways ext.end out as single thl'eads to :pastoral trade 

au tlets like BY'ewarY'ins, Bourke. and Ray, and tIle mining t owns of 

GobaY' Clnd Broken Hill (F'ig.95): the line to the letter 1.13, how

ever, a corridor rather then e tentecle, linking the networks of' 

eastern New South Wales and the Adelaide region by way of connec

tions through Silverton end Coo~l(burn. 

The ur'b9D belt 01' Victori~l, .resembling in shape an 

hour-glass wi tb bros"d and flatt.ened bu.1 bs (one around lviel boul'ne in 
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other' tn the north end DorthvE'st of' the 

r'ise to 8 rat tePD of vvhich 

Ststc, the cent 

h 'l I')' (-'1" y'" ~/ltl .-u ,,1'12,*:::,0;. 

st.ept1 Austr'alta, 

nt density around H0~art, 

Iaunce stOll, , r~sgectiv61y, the r~sulti 

ly 8,8Strme trv; f'orm of o6tvlorks C~'i .97-)9): 

t t are mostly coarse in texture, reflec-

tj the 8csttered dist bution of to~ns 

Similorly to all this, town· distri tiOD s exe ['cised 

a s "trong inflUence on th.e 1 t 8 of' the l'O~lIJ steF1S or t 

strali2n States, but, as in the case of the r8il~ • the 

Vi6.re res.9oDsi ble f'cn? some counter tnfluE7nees, as ev:Ldent fo:r I n-

stance in their- ts of :promotiD~ the r d 2,I'owth of some 

t 01H1S and. or ret that or others which t bY-P8SS • Indeed, 

it nri.sht even be 8 J th8t, trat"lspopt developmtDt s, by eonsoli 

towns in a strong 90S it ion in the 1 of many rural 61stricts, hsve 

se to 8ccentU?te the tr0ditionally dichotomous character of 

Australian society. 

J.D Lus 1 es of' j ts hif.:~ 

in very e8rlj~st en sett.ler·':t::·nt .An .5' 

e1e 

nts. Initi~lly, of course, only greBe or urban 

Bett • they did 
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TASMANIA 
DISTRIBUTION OF RAILWAYS AND 
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not exp:?nd gree,tly till sorne years after- a 3l2ne:ral exp.~-?ns:iQn of 

settlem6nt hL=1,d bei::UU in the 1820' 8. Though the f'i8ures in 80rne of' 

the ee.x'ly :po~)u18tion f(l'llsteI"S in tIl,e Colon~T are Dot Fholl;y reliable, 

their records seem to 

struck eSI'ly between the numbers of uy'ban and pur'll inh,?,bit,mts in 

this Yltl,S maintEJined up to about 1821: t!J,e 

in South V/s.les sli~htly rnorE than hE'llL' we.re recorded in Sydney 

and loviinL f'or SOine these beinJ the rura.l set-

eent;res likE: 

th the d spresd of settle-ment the 1 8~20 's OD-

s the b81sDce was, if anythin~, t ted sli~ht in favoul'l> of" 

rural s6ttlement, even 

time to time. As D. result of slJch thin2,8 8.S the 

cQveries in South Aust ia in t 

pClrtant V1Gtor~1?_ in t 

gr~~th8 of the St0te 

clevelopments, fJ.n~l t 

hove Fta:If~:l thif~ r:: permanent. conc1iti_on, for 8.11 Wfn'lE~' Itnke.:3 closely 

\'/i th t118 centrs.lisiD:: l):c'ocess t·y FleFtnS of' "tNhich the control of 

the eeoDom~y o:f e~3eh StE:lte hes COITlt::: to be 
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c·t : t -8, 8, 8 the p,trongest 01"'> the 

1.' 8in~ forces in tr8.11.e .• 

':[.1he centralifJ ess ~i t be said to h~ve origi-

nated in the s~tt 

o ip e~rly colonicl t Initt 

, ot 

settlement CJ ':iicpersed arollna the C08St: 

t s of t, 

out-

GO the 

one st i 

its Stetc. 

c ,c, trade rival in Launcesi;on, 

and ir: conse 

1'------'" 
Central.isatiQD is ~, C~ 

interrelated CAuses 8nd eI'fec ts 

,-------_._-
f!O~;',.r:'l-,on ~)ro(luced b;] 
v\,'i-1ich do no':· ':3ys 

cess h0f" been cyclicAl in ch~pacter, 
\r_'~J.y8 tt~e ce(~tr 

8,,)n1e 0:[' tht.:'3 

its e phSS~8 :~s for i,nst~Dce 
stro~}g CE'nt.p 
t :'I'ocesc::: s S~Dl: on ·~,ts~ J t~R in 

In 

en so 

ty 
out. 'In 

ir3inJ :pro
ts of 

s 1 "\Ie :eE' 80 

!:n.id.-19th centuy',y ere \\'e-"e not 
iS8t1.!)n, but still 

only e J,".L'ec t s of' 
st~~n~er central-

the last ITCHl ':1 years. 



1 
stpong in T ::1. as :tn the TI1ainl;slnd States, and Brisbane, tJ:l0llgh 

s i v01;)T the 

thClD 

T'th.. ·3ec~_3.l1se tb(? ctty is 1.1'1 the southeaDt of t,he St.ate tt 

01 centr8.1 com:- iandin2 

coast ports north of 

d 

of pastorel settle~len~ (1820fS-1840's~ 9n~ the 8 (1 

o:p 

• 

ed 

t o \ 
~/ 

p:r'oduced tfJut c s in the central cities, for coctenlpor-

aneously th the deve nt of' the country Et8 ~~_ 

nistrsti,ve and cOfYEnereit:tl funct1,_ODS 

incressed vastly in Reane 

hi. clos51y '\f,'i th of the life of the Colonies 

in the 1aree cities, 88 is clearly , in 

strong Itnks be'ti;veen the L~roYvth of the Stat de net-

works, on the one hand, the 

cities, their major ~ocuses, on the other. 

Eerly tn the reil"\,F.s.y ere, of' course, the caQit cities 

21"2.ort 1 tnes 

r----
In this connection so, it is of' interest to note that the 

nortnv,ester'u to'trns of e lJlvel',::;tone, De :J ie) 
ape h,::,1n:.,.: Hp1Jlled lf (thpOll~;h t l' business connect~l.l)!'lS) to l\iel~DOUf'ne, 
to an incrc:::',s1PC1;y stroD3eI' deGree. 
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'::hich radie.ted from them, but ",'hen these weI'e extenCied e.nd mul ti-

plied, then by means of many br~trlchtD[;S and inte:ccoDoec-

ti008 into ~ijespreed net~or~s, the railways contributed in 1n-

creasingl,Y ater degree to the rapid growths of t eentral 

ci tles and to the stren8ther:~ins of' ti1eLr' co:.nmel"cie.l end admini-

Btratt-;re aOmin8.t1Ce over en e-ver-vvideninG ar~Ja. In ~~ueen d 

i?, however, ~here lines are concentrated on Brisbane 

this W8Y as agents of cectr isation. 

Nor did the cast of the c8git~1 cities th 8 

st.roncly centl'~al runctional role in t.he; 1 of the states end 

there, for \\'hen motor vehicles ceme into gene-r-r;,l use the tranSI)Ort 

in the buil ng of' the State neLV'OI',. of roads. In response to 

such developments the central cities soon bec[;une the glllnclpal 

focuses of the ,road 80Tstems, eB they hS.d ear'lier~ beco:r;e the major 

railway nodee: thiS, b;y strengtheniDiJ f'urthe>:> their alreedy-stI'onr; 

and power for them. 

strikin£ urban phenomene, 0:;:- the last hundx'ed years, many uI~b8.n 

areas 

Australia, vJhere scores of n€"lJV to\hDS ve ,Jroyzo up in Vii dely <1i8-

pe2eed pIaees. Some of' these were eaused dh'ectly by new trans-

P01't develD9ments, othsl's like the towns 0.1' the irrigation areas 
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'were est.ablished to meet the ,srovYinJ serv:tce needs in 13ist,picts 

where chsl1gee :frorn the oI"i,sinal ~Cor:l1s of l~,nd use had resulted in 

closer sett.lement. };lo~peover, 8.Dart :t'rom neVi upban srowths or this 

type, thePB a:ee m~lny tDstances of old-establishec] pu.po.l c8nt:P6s 

r'spidl;y-, and Gonvel'sely, of other's which have 

stood still OP lost gronnd, even of so:-ne which once ourished but 

no lor:tZ6r- exist. Here, again, the Enrj.dEmce is often Quite cleC:lr 

th:J_t the exp>:'odiDS influc:nces o.C the btg ctties 8.Dc1 railway and 

rOt3.d tranSl)Ort cievelo{jment.s wel.'e the aeents res)onsible for' urban 

changes. 

Apart from chanGe 8 of' -9. 91.1rel~T physic 8.1 nature, 8.8 for 

instsnce in to'!;'n size OP u:rba.n torm, ffirsny :eural centrE-s hsve 

undergone less conspicuous but never·theleBS signiticsnt changes 

in "tone". This i8 particul!';rly true 1'01' Borne centres ranlcing as 

service tovms and hieher in the hierarchic scale. In the past, 

as has been indicated in the eXSf{l?les of the Southern Tablelands, 

it was not uncOrtlD}On fop 8 to'TJU to have a tone ver~r much in keep

ing "l}vith that of :its local enVil)Onment. But, because o:r the r~811id 

spr~es.d of big city ir::f'luE.-nces and under the impecct 01' spee 

transport f'a(::i.li ties such Hloeal It tr8i ts have disappear-eSt i'rom 

some towns e.nd. they ape being obl i tep;sted fast in others: as ex

emplars, Gooma has now lost the "pioneer" look which it h8.d as late 

as the 1920' s, "md Yass is no lonGer the tl'uly "pastol'al" town 

which i.t was early in this century; but against 'this, Braidwood, 

to some extent in 9. backwash so far as imppoved transport 
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facilities ar-e concerned. is still a sleep~r and e8sentislly tlpural" 

town, rr.:flectfns in most aSJ)E:cts of' its liI'e the conservative tone 

of' its 'pa8tors.l slJProundings. This :;)henomenon or "the rural tOVVTI 

wi th a stroDely "local H character being re~placed by towns which 

are ~ore cosmoyol:l tof3D In crlYJ:lactel', or Hminic"l,ture big ci ties tt as 

it were, is, however, not uniquely HAustrali8xl Ii. 

Becc{use its own exist!:_-Dce d6'gends on it, this ney!' kind 

of town which is zroy,ins up throughout AustrE,lia is usually in a 

st9.te 01' f1JnctioD8.1 h::~rr!lony viith i.iis rural SUl"l'oundings, but, at 

the same t tple it ts 8.1so C 8.1'ryiDe the tradit ional oonf'lict between 

the city and the country into the le.tte:e t 8 terri tor;,'. This is 

illustrated, fOl~ eX.am:rle, by the fact that town-dwellers eV8ry

whe!'6 tend to develop specifically urban inter'ests, which ape 

sometimes not to the edvantt1",e of rural dwellers or ape even 

autipathetic to their inte~ests: in this connection. it is of 

intepest that complaints are often r' .. i8ed in shh'es in New South 

Wales thst the needs 01' rure1 dist!:'icts are beinG neglected be

cause too much time and Shire rev(?rme ie spent on imppovements 

and worl,s in the Shire centre. 

In the wider field, the we.y in which the COIIDt!'y Papty 

is so strongly entrenched as sn elsrnput in the Austpalian poli

tical system provides clear evidence that the urban-rural divi

sion Of' interests is very real. The :Darty's avowed aim is to 

serve the interests of' the man on the land, and experience in the 

COJ1llr,onwealth and State leGisl"itures hrs often shown that its 
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representatives are aDt to consider this to be possible only by 

curbin2 the powers of vested intel'ests in the big cities, or by 

dem.rin . ..:; their inhabitants griv:l.183es or concessions v,hi.ch they 

belit:::ve would be mede at expeuse 0:[' y'ur'sl dv,el1ers. 

Though the interests of' their dwellerB 'Ore as dbrergent 

'Os ever, the urban and rural settlements seem to be less clearly 

distinct in character than th'3y were in the past: indeed, it might 

even b'3 said thst many onee-whol1y rural settlements are in a 

phase ot" transition, one in which they are bedinning to assume 

many character'isttcal1y urobsn features through being progressively 

infiltrated by urban influences. 

(iv) The Need I~or Uroban Geoi~raphical Research, snd its Problems 
of Method 

All these matters relating to urb,misation in Australia 

seem to make it obvious that there is a r,ca1 need for a compre-

hensi ve programme of upoan ge0c,raphical research to be under~,taken 

in this country. Beyond the problems of' content associated with 

urD'mism in t.he continent. lies the fact that the stud.y is intrin-

sic ally interesting, if only for the challen8ing llPoblsms of' 

method involved in it. In many ways of COUl'se its research will 

result in the same kind of' SY'ound being cover-ed as has a1read~T been 

traversed by urban geogr-aphers e1sev\heY'e, but, though the Australi9U 

town is a transglant i'r-om the EnSliElh town, and therefore funda-

mentally Similar- to it, it has developed (in some IJSrts of the 

continent more than other-s) some features which a.re distinctively 
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bus services either do not exist or are relatively insignificant 

as 8 me13.ns of local transport. 

Simils.rly, the tur-nings ot"' fa:r~m Toads are ot' little use 

in most places in Austr8lia as an index of the v.ays in which ;('ural 
1 

settlers travel to towns. They .. are comj?letely worthless for the 

purpose on the Southern TablelandS wheY-e the distances between the 

centres ar(') so great that the s[iVing ofafe')'I' yal~ds is an immateri-

al oonsideration • 

./.\s a furtb.er example, the checking of the point of ori-

gin or cars parked in the main street of' a town on market day or 

the main shopping day, as has been used in Britain for the j?urpose 

of s.scertsining the extent of the area served by a town, is like-

wise impracticable as an urban geogrBphicBl technique for use in 

all States but Western Australis undel' normal reseal'ch conditions. 

In this case (With the one except1.on noted) the cur-rent Australian 

prect:lce of having uniform State-wide systems of motor registration 

meaDS th8.t vehicle registration numbel's cannot be recognised as 

reference to the central traffi6 office in the State capital: this 

procedure, at best ]?l'otl'Bcted, is often i'ruitless of' results. 

As suggested by some Arneric8u geographers end sociologist.s, for 
exar~ple, resIH:Gtively by S. D. Dodge 8.ud L. S. Wilson in ''l'he 
Uml8.nd 01' Howell, Livingstone County, Michigan', Pf1P8. Michigan 
Acad. ScL, A1'ts ",.ud Letters, vol. XXII (fop 1936),1937. pp.355-
357, and F. E. E'orsyth 1.n hehe Use of Hoad TUl'l1ings in Community 
Reseal'ch, RU1'al Sociology. vol. IX, 1944. pp. 384-385. 



Thus we see, the urban geogra:0her in Austrs.lia must 

abandon somE> techniflues that have become standard elsewhere, and 

he has to modify otlJeY's, but. in addition, there are some problems 

for him inhe':'ent in the Austr'3li8n tov,as themselves, an'i in the 

way in which they are distributed. 

Austr&;lian toyvns are young. 1'hey belong almost entirely 
1 

to the Machine Age, and like many of' its groducts have been made 

in '0,hat is mar;c or less f) co·::nnon mould. They le.ck, the:C'efore, the 

sharp distinctions of form and aspect that ere characteristic for 

instance between to~vns in' Euro;:>6 which may have o.L'i,Jinated cen-

turies apart and in the intern;'ll dif'l'erences of tov;ns which may be 

compri;:.;ed of tt:.e urban accr~etlons of' pe.I'hnps Roman, aevsl and 

Modern ~eimes.. In consecluence, thouJIl the geogl'lapher is thus 

reacHly 8.ble to form s. general picture of' ",hat a particular town 

is like, his task of' understanding H thoroughly and of making 

v"'.lid compnl'ieons between neichbouI'ing tov:ns is mS'.de all the more 

difficult. To do eHher he must closely 'malyse upban layout, 

form, aspect, and f'unetion. seektng the delic8te nU8nees which are 

often the only C11)eS to ti1.e minute c1ift'erences between to';\tls. 

Cleerly, tr:.en, the geographer C8,D not hope to see in the Austre.lian 

tov;'n an urb8.n physiognomy 1jl/ith clso.rly articulated fsatures, as 

1 
The ter'm is used here in the sense of' rels,ting specifically to 

trensport d:::velopments, 8.8 for eX~·tmpl(', to the age of the railv,"BY, 
steamship and motor car which replaced th3.t 01' the bullock vlagson, 
small sailing vessel and horse coach. 



is p8.f't1c'Ula:rly evident fop Inst~:-Dce tn some French and 'Jerman 
1 

towns and oi ties. 

ThouGh the Austr-E,liBrl town is a oompar0tively recent 

pr-ototype (for that was the intention of the Governors in eBrly 

1 0 1" \ co onlFL o.8YS) 1 "',Ie i:!l1St look ror its countePDart elsewheI"e than 

Eur,)pe, l)erhaps to Nor~th ,Amer'ica where the eenera.l enviponmGnt and 

the way of life ''H'e more closely akin to those of Australia. Even 

her-e, hov,evor-, we cannot expect to find homolo~ues of the Austr-alian 

town: it is true that it bears some resemblances to urban centres 

in the Middle West of' the United Stfltes, like those in southwest 
2 

Wisconsin which Brush and Trewartha have descr-il)ed, £Iud the tOY,US 

in OUI" gra,in far-rnine:, .g.n:] pastoral 8,reas bear comparison in some 
3 

ways with their equivalents in similar eovironmtots in CanDda, but 

1 
For eXDmple, the absence of' evidenee of m~my llhases of develop

ment in. Australian towns is stronsly at vRl'isDCe with that vlhioh 
A. Phil.i$Jpson has described for Bonn ('Die St~Jc1t Bonn', Bonner 
Geogl'"1.phisc~e ,Abh'3ndlUnten, 191J7), wh:i.ch was in tuX'n: a H?n:sn , 
cam1', a catflearel town Verona). a market settlemEnt outs~ae tne 
camp, a 'lJvalle,Q town (12Lj.3:', ~~,t cpstle and $8J:-'oen residential town 
of' Electol' Clement AU2ustus (18th century). a cultural and resi
dential centl'e (af'tel' the university waEl re-eEltablished in 1818). 
aod 8 town which 2l'ew beyond the fortifiestions in 1876. 

2 
Cf'. J'. ,~. Bl'uah. "[,he liierarchy of Central PlaceEl in South VieElt 

ViisconElin'. Geoilr. Hev., Vol-XLIII, 1953. llP.3BO-!.j.02; G. T. 
Tr+ewartha, 'The Unincorl)or[.J.ted Hamlet: one Eleme-n t; of' the American 
Settlement ]'abric', Ann. Assoc. iuner. G€og.£., Vol.XXXIII" 19'-/.3, 
pp.32-i'>1. 

3 
l"or exal11ple, with the pioneer settlements (towns and hamlets) 

810ng the r8ilwa:,rs of the pr"iir-ie wheatlands; c1'. Griffoi th Taylor, 
Urben Geof,ra~ohy, London, i 9J..~9f pp.206-212. 
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the Austrelif:1n town generally has little in common v\lith the 

centr-es of Kew 1~ng18.nd or elsewhe.r-E' 6B.St oi' the 1-\:ppalachi0os and 
1 

in the Southern States. 

The urban mesh of Australia yoses a second important 

px·oblCnl for the urban L.,eogl~apher. By regson of' h:;,v1ng been laid 

dO\t,'n on ~1 continent 'rhich is coar·se-o;rained physicDlly the net of' 

urban settlement ts on the whole not t;ii0ht.l~y dr8.vln. In c. f'ew 

places, of course, as in central coast 

around N!elboupne-, m?sh is ;"inely ~oven, but elsewhere its 

thre'lds (the linl~e between nti:.;hboul'i urban centres) are so 

stretchEd and tenuous th~tt they do not seem to exi.st in some places. 

Close field investigation in widely spaced neiehbouriDC urban cen-

tree is often neces for the })lU'i!0Se of' deterrnining V.l1at kinds 

of inter-urbEln links exist between them: to this, di~3ta.nce is 

naturally a major research handicap. 

teI'med mechanical hindrt:t!1ces to uJ,ban research, namely, the di:t'-

fi.cult.ies caused by t 

the governments of the severs.l States, ant) ths :iDade(;lleF~ie8 of' 

stetisticel COTl)ilattons :;:oelati to tOVlDS. In -cetH:;US enu-

merations, for exa~~le, t pogu13.tlon of 8, s1.ven centre, pe.r-

ttcularly in some rurel districts, may inclttde the inhf;bit8.nts o:t 

Lsr::ely :i.D consequence of the entirely dif':t'erent '~'lodes settle-
ment ori~~in and gro~yth, as in the New Engls.nd, l~liddle Atlan_tte 
Southern Planter Colontes, de bed by G. 1\, Tr-0wf)<rtha in 'Types 
or Ru,ral Settlement in ColoniE.l J\rf1eL~ica t, GeoQ.r".Ji£.Y_, vol • .l-.XXVI, 
1 9lt6, pp. 568-96. 



surroundioB areas, in some C8.ses up tt) several miles More-

1 :i:mi t.ettons inhe2E:nt in 

the st8tistician's tre t2rrns of' nu.mbers 

of inhpbitsnts: this mBy be sc from 0 census pott~t of' 

viev:, but it o'bvl conee s V0P~r import ttons 

v'ithin cODurb0tio[lS sn·j at the other end of t • 

Less seriously, the is 

h exist in tile detailed 

8tud~l of Lus ian history, pSJ~ticul in tts ee 

studies. The .:roblums so crssted are, of course, not 

so ereet as those dese c] eoove$ oecEtl,J.se scver>al hist aDS 

others have 

described certRin ses in ater deta:Ll. 

0-

at c seo~r8pher: tilis is true up 

to 8. pOint, icularly ressrdiD8 the utton of to~n6 and the 

events or local 11ifJtor-:.? ten int'luencec1. thet!' func-

tiOD at di:Cferent times, 13,8 i.LtUB"tiI'.G,tSJ1 :f'Ol' instance in the C)t-

+ w 

in Chellte __ r II to iJo:etray now th<:";' CII'c:umstat1ces ot" lac 

region 

his-

te-rn 0:1:' u:eb,sn settlem0nt on the Southern TablEl 

De ~DS ~hich confront him the geographer 

or t~e constantly 

cf UrbtUlism 
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in ths continent, nnJ ~t ~ B hi.m 1; () 

more v1 ou In this connection seerHS that 

8tteetlCJo to led study of' 

ion to~n, particulErly in its onal settinG (as in 

full play of i,ntep-ur-ban influences be-

tween neiLhbouring centres 

s "/\,111 thin~ like 9 ~ull 9ictu~e of t 

"
1 (~l-'n "1' \ ~ .,,, .... -<--_.l..J.. ;.e 

nnJe::""st;'?Dd t nBtur't~ of ;",ustr81tstrl u.t'lx·ui.Stn 'htt~l c, de 

of ecr'tslnt;;' such ODsl studies - the tesserae of t 

urb9D mosaic, as it we~e concei'red 

bein[j f:i.tted t 8,8 [3 this thesj.s is one only of 

rnpny contributioD!2 Deeded. 
1 

oped 2o~e chsrpcteristic8 which are 

re2~~ct8 to to~ns 

t t 0\\T1 been 

relatively free fr'.Yrl 

flndt0~s in this secti_l~n q~'e sed )rinciynl on thE evi-
jJ::'J:lce obteicG(3 it':. ':1y C6~'~~.<1' i:'ir::-l,:;, of r':-~)~:?!:';t'C~l (the S01.1tl1e'('n 
~abl (18), but thi::;: C; beet: ·';,}.1-"'?'lll:'.nt:;t) 

~j"11ilar rase Otl the resort end business t O'ND 8 of' Ce 
G08.st o:c }1:l'C\.-', i:3(1)th ~'>'fJ .. -:'E~, .(end t ()ld on 
the western frj of' the 1 
'?t ttmcG rs et observations nE1.de 
t be ~ .. '-j--.:(;c: f:3,n(::i L:).{::h12,n 1]. 
COGct, E.~nd elsc;;,he:rr: i~1 C-:C';"\ S'Jl.ltl_1 

'" J tJ~-' 0 .. '1nio(;.8 
durin;,:; f'iEld 1";::::{.::cr;nc,l3;~~ ',,"~(:e lU 

the Il18~arra South 
s, ~D~ Victori& 0nd 



no 

e, and 26 ~ell 88 "1 '? ;r:-L tl G O!l1e 
~ 

e-

r? G, tts 0.1:'1-

0I'ov;th have on 

11 .• 

in~ proportions it 

that '3 hesis aimed at a close ucderstan 

of it ::3 C t<::r J1UGt 8 of the (JUS 

i 

.out 1 

effects on to';-,ns 

t t they cannot justifi 

it i,s to 

out det refe:.:' (Ice elso to t. ir' :f:'lJ:octtons, both 

2t l~ter 8ta~es in thei~ ~lves: simi19 , to~n funct~on is 

c los~: 1C.' 

out, and pa2tieul the rel 10Df,~ tween net~hbourin~ tovDS; 

E'_8 eze centres on the Bout rn T el~H1ds 

(De.nT:err's on t id.YfOod bTJ.d the rEin1.n~ tov,ns on 

the ot 2 in towns invariably t the ir layout s '" 

ai' these liwitatio~8 

pOGei·bIG of the seve ich h~ve influenced t 

of the Lust 

91 d in t t respect. 
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s is represent 

in Anstr' s, t01.;\ns, Ch 
" tie in di-

sces. l~oGt have, of caul-se, up a 

ieity ot' 

nodes, y. 

Centres of ee esiastic ori,.:.::.,ln are 

mieht be said th9t the iso18ted mission stetioDS ;;lon nst eri.E.: S 

t~~ 8 end centrol northern sty'gJ.i.a are a 

of diminutive ecclesiast ~l centre, thou~h exce Hew N ore i ~3. in 

ster·n i n ... over, Gome at Ie 

of t • 
Port Essington, ori 0ted as militsrJ sett16~entsJ in other than 

9 strictly convict son sense like I~e~c8stle, Port ~lac 

fied a[£8.inc:t host ile tl131t t vee. 1'hollSh not vI/holly comparable, these 

close riB 

Cf. P. Deffontaiuts, 'The Ori~in and 
1,;etvio~('k or 'ro-;;'T1S' $ (j.eogr!.. E~~, vol. 

st :eH:i.nSly 
1 

Growth of the Brszilioo 
II. 1938. 9P.379-99. 
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the sharp contrast s in the physic <,.1 environ,118nt s <md cu1 tural 

back.grounds of the tv:o count::'les! , Fc.:rcia is in 

some ways 8. cOlJnterr)f~,rt of" the cer::trl::s of cstr::'chiza.tlon 1 the 

reducciones ~nd the aldeias, establi respectively in south.ern 

:H1d centrB.l Brazil and A.rnr;:tzonia.; in their 

origins, Georgetov!o, Alb~:;!.ny, and 'Port 3ssington ar~e roughly paral

leled o:r the Br0.zilian pri :&es de., pOrlsessicQ CHio de Janeir'o, 

Victoria, Florianopolis) in strategically defensible sites along 

the coast; and the inland defence and garrison posts (Bourke, 

njaI-Y-S) and the me~ny gal ice outl)Osts vi:'hich c~m1e af't(;:r' them bear 

a strong reseml11;:ulce to simi.lar i)Osts in Brazil oectl'pied by 'the 

captaes 'do m~l.11Q (C8pt s at tlle fo:pest) v'rho where I'esponsible 

for suppressing banditry and t outbl-eaks of' n.8.tive violence. 

Indeed, beyond these eX8fples and the obyioHS P0rallels 

between the 6.rowths of' mtnin::::; centres, 'ports and ous:Lness centres 

in the two countries, there are striking gro~th similarities be

tWeen the A1J.str8.1i;:'1u sta;Ji.rlg-post.s 8.00 weyside heu..fllets; on the one 

h'3nd, 

( travellers' tovins) of' Brazil, on the other. Purtheprnore, the 

towns which grew up a16n,', the Overland Routes (the cattle trails 

:from Queensland to Vict,ori9), at resting-I)oints 8nd r'iver crossings 

like 1)ubbo, Hay, IJnd Oanowindr", and the rise of importsmt cattle

selling centres like Deniliquin and liloalUa seem to have had their 

Brazilian equiv81ents in tlle pousos and feLras (cattle fair-towns) 

along the tnl"'"nd ~ad8s de boiades (cattle routes). 
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Other' th6n towns which rose as ports and dominantly 

industI'tal centres, near~ly every }Lllstralie,n type of tOV1U or'igin is 

represented on the Southern Tablelcmds. As mi~ht be expected, 

most of the towns gre1!'.i up as busi.ness eentres, but, as Vie have 

seen, SOtTIe centres like Araluen, l,:ajor's Cl'eek, and C'1ptain's Flat 

originated witlJ. a rnining function, B,nd Oanberra vvas establi,shed as 

aD ad'llinistrati ve centre. Amon3 the m1nor centres, man~r small 

vi.llages Grew up as waysiCJe stoPfliD2, places, and I\ionga ,Jnd 

Burrinjuck are special eXEunples 0[' smsll urbi.m settlements whIch 

grew up with a lumbering and a w~1.ter-supply and llower-gener8.t ing 

function respectIvely. yet, thel'e is no tour1st settlement 

whi .. ch can be ter'med urbsn 1n characte1', but tho smell permanent 

set tlements of Good Hope (on Burr'injuck reservoir, ne!3.r 

Y9rrangobi11y, and KOf3ciusko C'lay be expeeted to develop into f3uch. 

8t a1"ti!1B, wi th the abo1"t1 VB at tempt to establi 8h Old 

i}oulbu1'n in 1829, town growth on the Tablol'1nds belonGS to '111 
1 

but the two €3.rliest phases of urbe.nism in New South Wales. In 

consequence. the to'lvns on the Sou ther-n Tablehmds have grown on 

the whole 1n response to Influenees felt universs11y th1'oughout 

1 
These !lelate to tOi;-;,n establishm17:nt in the County of' Cumberl 

in early co10n1.a1 days. '['he f'i1'st ph8se covel'S the estsblishrnent 
ot' Sydney (1788) ,md Pa1'Psmat te (1790) by 'Governor lOhUlip, one 
as a reposito:ry for convicts and its garrison, t oth6P as the 
eentl'e of wh,,·t he hoped would become an ag1'1eultu1'al distl'ict 
capable of 8UIJPo~('tioJ them. The second phase covers the sett1ng
up by Governor IvlacquEl1.'ie of the Ha'Jyk6sbu.ry towns and Liverpool 
(1('310), the 18.1;te1' 8S s 1101't on George's Hiver and the 1°ormer as 
8a..rrison, cultural" .and service centres for the 8ur~I"ounding 
d1st1'icts. 



the state, but because of' the 81160i::,,1 circurrmtances sUi.--r>Qunding 

the origins of Canberra fmC! l\orth Cooma durins recent years the 

rise of those centres has not been in accord 
1 

mode 01" neVi urbrm eroVith in the fHate. 

th the general 

All this evidenee suggests that an histopicel approach 

of' some sort is a fundamental :pre-l-equisite for a pr'oper under-

sta.nding of town origtn, growth, and :t'uncttc)!} to Anst,ralia. The 

1"ollo1[ing brie1" review of the cauSes of' the WENes of urbClnism 

vyhich supged through l\[eIN South Wales at dift'erent tirne.s Qrovid,es 

an illustration of one such line of' a~\l)r08ch that may be adopted. 

The Phases of Urbanism in New south Wales 

ThsI'e sec'll to have been f'oup main pheses of upbanism 

1 
There are, of' course, .man~r other n611V or relatively new tOil/De in 

Austr'f3li'l. which are comparable with Canberra gnd North Oooma in 
the sense that they al~e new grovfths with spE:cir~li8ed fUDctions. 
Some lik.e (i-rif:f'ith and L",~oeton in the I\Tu.rrumbi e Ir2i38tlon Area, 
as noted, have arisen specif'ically to meet the newly-created ser
vice needs or theip surroundings: several are associated with 
power. fuel andlor water' sup.>?ly development s (Yalloux'n, !\lorwell, 
Eildon, W2I'pagamba). and others have indust.Y'ial functIons (St. 
Mary's ne8.p Sy<,ney, K\vinana near P6J:"ith, Mary-vale in Gippsland). 

Perhaps the most interesting of all, hov;ever, is J'J.:ustralia's 
newest town, Elizabeth (17 miles north of Adelaide). The town, 
still in its infancy, is being developed as a "satellite" of' 
Adela.ide on a site nesr the Salisbury ·weapon testing gpounc1. 
Housing and other ft.ciliti08 are noV} be'iDS .f.Jf'ovided for the pur
pose of' expanding its population from the exi[:.~t ing few hundred to 
about 30,000 by 1960, Bnd to validate its claim as "the first 
city of' the moto.>:, age" in Austral t8, psddnZ facilities I' 01' cars 
B .. re beinG provided on a far greater scale thDn elsewheL'e, and 
helicopter' Lmding grounds have Dlso been pl'3nned. 



in the Tablelands. Bnd indeed in 1 the State. each of which has 

. t . - I At 1 S own raIson a ere. In chronologie al ord.er tney are those 

associated with: the initial expansion of settle;'1ent beyond the 

sandstone uplands ringing the Sydney lowlsnd. the gold diseover-

ies, the building 01' raily-ays, and the l'tse of motor tX-8Dsport. 

(1) The Expansion of Coloni8~ Settlement 

By the open for settlement to 
1 

expend in seve clirectiotlS beyooet the County of' Oumberland:; 

for, by then, the restrictive policies of the early governors 

aimed at preventil),g settlement from expsndlng into the outlying 

pa:rts of th.e CO'unty hS.d been largely peversed. As a result, set-

tlers soon began st:r'ea'~}in~ out in all directions into the nevifly-

opened lsn0s, and as the net of coloni settlement continued to 

be thrown in this way oveI' e constantly 1Nidening area, the need 

fOr urban settlements a2 an adjunct to r'upal settlement in the 

new areas soon came to be reco~~ni8ed. 

In many areas towns or villages grew up ~s business 

and s(-':rvice centres for settler's In their sUTlroundings, usually 

conveniently located at important track junctions (or ·9t points 

which later became so) and 9,t river and creek crossinGS, TOY;DS 

1 
The s.endstone :plateau 'wV8st of Sydney was successfully crossed by 

Blsxland, Lawson, tYoy,th, and ))8rty in 181.3. alon6 a (11f-
f'erent route by Bell tn 1821: a road built by Wj_lliem Cox in 1315 
tr;:lversed the route of' Blaxlnr.d t s par·ty.. As we have seen 
(Chapter II), Meeh8n"nd Throsby effectively penetrated the south
el'n upl8nds between C1.:lmber'land snd fU'LYle Oounties, 1811.].-20; and 
in 1819, Howe j ourne~yed acr,)SS the lJorther'o uplands, fr·om the 
H,9_wkesbur~T to the Hunter River, tl~8.etng in a general way v,hat 
later becarne knovm s.s the Bulga Road (Richmond to Singleton). 
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also grew in res:ponse to governmental needs as ,veIl as those of 

the rur'al settlers. for with the regid expansion of settlement it 

became necessary to establish e.drninistr'ative outgosts in the new 

Breas. 

L9tel', when the govsrnmen t undertook r'oe.d ma.1zing end 

public build 

were e'nployed, 

in the rural distY-iets, large gangs of convicts 

th the result that stockades and garrison posts 

had to be establIshed: thesl::', like the fJoliee posts v:h:Lch \~}ere 80 

made nece ssay"y by the nerally lawless conditions 2revai1ine in 

some districts, developed natuI;s_lly into tOvvns or villages in some 

instances. 

Des-pite such loc~3.1 urban developments in the rural areas 

Sydney still rernEdned as the hut) of 011 coloni 1 ii'e, f\,nd even 

the most distant settlers we~e forced to msint0in some contacts 

~ith it. This involved long and slow travel and carriaJe of Goods 

along poor tr~acks, making inevlta1JlE; the gro'l.--th of staJing posts 

et which travellers could obt'l.tn overnight accommod(:>tion end tea'11s 

could be :fed and rested: as We have seen, man;-/ 0-[' these poet,s on 

the Southern Tabli~18.nds soon became the nuclei 01' small grouped 

BettlemE'nts peY'f'o::c~min3 en u-rbao function for their surrouDclinBs. 

l\;loreOvexo, the continued un~3.uthor·ised Occu.1)8tion of' 

lands beyond "the 1 imi t s of location" attep 1329 le d to the set

tIng up of' Com'"nissioneps' seets in the Squatting Districts vlhich 

inva.ris.Dly soon became urbbn centres, as for lnstance, eooma, 

Tumut, 8nd Btn8,loDii, respectively the SC;-1.tS of' the JV:on8.ro, 

Murrumbidgee. end Ls.chlan Districts. 
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Si b~T stde vlith the eXp[H1Sion oi' settlenent into the 

inl~nd. new settlements were established at various pOints 810ng 

the coast, leociin3, from the 1<330 f 8, to the development of re.gu-

lar coestel shipl.lin0 sex"vices, which, in tUl"n, g/3tve r1se to the 

growth of' smsll ports (I,i8(;le8n, Nambucca, B8llin8, 'iJollot12,Oile. 

Ulladulla) on coast1:.tl st:peams ~3 inlets. Many depended at first 

on t export of' eedS.r fI'oTI! their surroundiDgs~ Fost were af'f'ec-

ted :3dver8el~r later j.n the century by the inc!'e}:lSt; s in the sizes 

of ocean-goin2 vessEls, and by the spread ot PVcl,ds rnd railways. 

Early in the EH?ttlE::Int-nt hi.stOl~Y of the Hunter V~Jlley it grew- up 

as an l'npol~tant :part et the h.ead of' navigation on the river, main-

unable to nsvigate the shoals in the lfunter estuary, Ne~castle 

usurped its port f'unction, anQ the town declined greatly in size 

and in importance. 

Thoueh the est8bli.8rltn~ of t own l-) VN3_S solely" a preroga-

in the Color",' ~ ,....~ ~.' ~l';,;) f':i.rst h'ilf centuf.'Y, the set-

tine up of new towns and villages did not X'emai.t1 in the full f.'e-

spoilsibility of' the administration from the late 1830's, .for pri-

vate to~ns then beg8n to come into existence. Their raisons 

g'~tre were of course similar in most cases to those of the 

GoveX'nment to"ns, but they wer'e established dif:t'erently (ArJpenclix 

10). The neEd i'or them aX'ose simply because the sm2,ll Colonial 
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SUl'vey staff W8.S uttcr'ly j,ncap~).ble ot" performing ef'f'ectively all 

the duties demanded of' it: gener'ol sUl'vey, essential :Lor the divi-

sion 8nd v8.1u}]tion of the territory of the Colony, was in itself 

an impossible task for- the hand.J'ul o:t' 2,uT"veyors aft.el' settlement 
1 

expanded l'spidly irIto vast ne~ areas. 

Surve~!or-GenePi31 I\;itchell :ru11y reco~nised the irfllJOr-

v'Ihile he 'Tas the Comrr~issiO'!V3J' for the t€r'ritory of Hevv South, Wales 

some neV;j tov,,'ns Etnd villa2:eS 1Jvere gazetted, but these vvere not in 

anything like the numbers needed; hence the rise of private to\~'ns 

in the stricts v!here thepe itv'ere no Govepnment tovvns, Or' wheJ"6 

thEre was an insufficiency of them (Appendix 10). 

( .. , 11) 

Besides heine YlEsponsibl e :c·Ol.~ the s.reatest incre9.se in 

A.ustral:i.a's population (rrom 404.000 at the beginning 01' the sold 
2 

rushes to 1,15·Lj.,OOO ten years later) the Bold. discoveries brought 

1 
The duties of' the survey stf-'tJ'f werE,~ :jlS0 incres.seJ con8ider1~,bly 

after 1831, es a result of' the ukf~se issued by See.pstory of State 
Goderich to Govcrnol' D::n:-~lin0 tn thet year" forbidding him .9X1d hts 
successor's f.r'orn dispo~jinG 0·( Crown 1 nd by grEH1t or an~y ot.he2 
meens exee2t sale by publi.c 811ct:ton. frhis neC6ssite.ted more as
sicluous attenti()n 1)(';i.ng given to surv€:;r en5 v:~d.u8.t.i.on th:.40 had 
been CUE'tomery in the pni',t, elsa many mor'e demanCts by in<:liviclu8ls 
for the services of the surveyors. 

2 
Thi.s, of' COl-u'se·, excepts the effeets O:L' the large-seale immigra-

ti on which been s:)onsol'ed by the Commonwealth Government in 
the :post-VV'ol··ld li~f::lr II years. Recently (Kovernber', 1955) the mil
lionth migrent was publicly welcomed in Melboupne. 
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1~bcut th,e frost sv;'eeping chanr,es evep f;r'oduced by R sinGle cause 

in the psttern of AustY'81i'3D vr'benism. 

The muehl-ooming of boom towns 9.nd .s:prDvjling mining 

C8.mps 88 descrtbed for- centres IjJ{.e Kianclpa, Ar>aluen, and I\lajor-'s 

Creek on the Southern Tablelands, was repeated many t 8 over in 

t 1850's on Eoldf'ields scattered throuJhout New South Wales end 

Vic:to:ris .• leI' (tn t 18i("S'j "o")e~ ('l'S"o"e ]'C,Q ]'q CL,,,'th -.+J '/' cJ)~; l. A. "C: v·r._,,~) .J.._VVu,w" ... 

!iUS i8. had led to 8imi.lar lJ.rbDn grOYvthE~ at Burr:?!, TI'Ioonta, 

Kayunda, end comp8.rs.ble et'f'ects l,1vere )rodueed also by import:~u1t 

mineral diECQVeries at lster t s which led to events like the 

great gold rushEs in ~u.e0ns18nd in t 1 r)70' sand 

in the 1330's and 1890's 01' to the rise of isolst rninit:g cer:tres 

lik.e C ObElL' (1869), oken Hill (1883), Captain's Flat (1834), and 

Cloncu~ery i?ind MJ)unt Is8. (dupinG this c:entury) .. 

Vii th exceptions, notably ""UKf"n Hill tHlrJ Kalgoorlie 

with large miner.:)l resources, the rnininc to·v'.Tl.S had comparatively 

shor·t lives BS such. So:ne, 1 Bsllarat and Bendigo, still thrive, 

1008 ~lrter t.heir function hss ceased to be important, be-

cause they are in local environmt~-nts capa.ble o:t' sust~:linin2. t!1eir 

only of' thejr :former~ selves, such r"s the lan2,uisi1i)12 pural vlll s 

have virtu"lly ceased to eXist. or like Jembr;icurnbene "holly so. 

Some specinlly stron~ inter-rels,tioDShlps have develoI)ed 



between towns and l~ailwe,;ys in AU8tr~81iD" t'op f!'Ofr the close 

connection vihi.ch has [t_lread~y been noted (PP. 272, ) betv.eeh town 

St8.tes. on other, r~tl~s building hss had a '.cC',l.'h"od j,nfluence 

on t ov~n tn the cont inE'nt, on t ::'lorphologies 

For many est if:lh~d towns the cc,xoi the 

e oj:' it iot OOUGed 

a neVi" set or econornte ci:r~CtW1f,:t8nees \li~JC,11 lsrJ ultimately to a com .... 

};?lete reoriEr~tnt i on of' the 1 i Yes of the se centres. ~ Less comlrtocly, 

railway buildin~ gave rise to the ~ of' ne,;".' towns, et 

times it contr'ibuted to th.E deellne of some existi 

for instance Eerrima snd Dalton, which were by-passed, by the Vain 

Southern I-lioe of I\;6W South Wsles" 

MOY'pholot.::tc 8 in tOYJDS re8ultln:.,; i'pom 

been bv.ilt through 9.0 estrtbllshed t01,vn it, has not onlJ BIt 

, 

:f' oX'· the 1. i 88 or the town, for tile hu 88 pI',-:misc 8 

to cor~s, one on eit slds 

of the rpilway stAtion and tn~~ yt?_rds at 8 co:npar8.ti vely 

busy junction, with s level croSSitl~ only link betw~€n them. 

on£!, t .p~.n1S E c t ed by the ific 
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Highway side it, 8 beerl ted 8 si~ilsrly, for t 

8 

()cg) to t detr1ime-nt 

of' t latter: ap8rt from c8usi iDe OnV(;l~ t ence s t 

resi~ents of' Saat ODS, the division to 

sio!) on 11y land \'lest of the bus:1.ness cOl'e, 

80d contrihuted to a deprecistion 01' lsnJ Rn( vslues esst 

of' t 

resi ntl of 

i':eom t 1:1 of' th~ moaere town by th0 latter's rsilwsy station 

s on 

'Jne 81. do? 8DJ hy t rail ststlOD on other 18 8 fe0ture 

u 

G mor ,pho-

t OViDS, c 

of' ffith tn the 

the nt ... J8 

nc) 1 

E((..1:3e of' the 

rise of motor t~8~S 

ock R~nv f'ro~ the stBtiop~ 

denee of the 1 i 
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crawth is clcGPer in some 

South 

net'c'\'or'lc of P':] tl 

of the 

il 

r d 8 of 

North Co~st 20 ~:8J of New 

( ,-,.--, nt 
\.,;.;' _'." J 

urb'··-·n c 

i shed centr'8S ("","'"c 

the 

8 eontributeJ to the p 

, 

t h,e e () leI j 

ley, the e:fects c no ~ .. ~J ~ulldi ur:. t OV.'D 

r, th~ situ~ti0n be 

, 
, c 

c 80(i by 

C)'lIS \'}ith 

of' end 

do !10t ill.u3tr~te t 

t belt o~ the ~t9 e, where t !'~ is lr:,ite 

net.., 6 many ~ovns 9r~ce ·1 



om the outset, on 

r to\VOS-

t, 1,'-' C e Y: "" " 
, 1 ", "r1Y b J. J 1 1 ,.-) ·--,_n " n , lJ\ 

, h i n -:, h-': , 1 , I; h '"' n on "' 
, , 

"~ 
, ~-- L! 0 

+, 

of t 

ated the ~r0~th o~ SO~€ est 

el'~ tloie!" cotJstruction, 

.1l()I'ij to 'L,lJ i 

.-h.en 

tJ on 

In 

th of 

G in the c '3.8(: 

pense of en ,. centre on .'0: ne ell 

ou 

It v 



rei..l on tIt} i 11S tot C)\h:n til 

vsd only 

f so wer~ Ifl'se exv~nses of sett 

country whf were not served ~t S~l 

oe.r::h nnd the tl.-O:C'Be- 0,(' bulln0lr-", 

1850's, und in this connection the ions of the 1ar3e C0ac 

Fox 

activities 01' Cobb an~ SO~I)3DY 

effect on urban sro~th, servt to illustr e the point. The 

be ODer8tin~ in Victoris in 1 (fporn Se.udht1I'f)t or' 

Welbourne), but in 1 en It secured the mODO-

poly in t t State it extended its o)eratioos to ow South 8, 

tht12St, t:!ii, to Queensland 

ond t 

t only 

trsDsport services l0r 

crose linkQ ~etween the various 

r-,;i 8/1 In 1 ();70, iit,;he COm1'8n;y ~?sed 6000 r-tors(;s di:'d.12 
in th0 eS8tern states, itA c08~hes 
tr8ve 28,000 es ~eekly; it received 
rus!l 8"1bsidtef3 of :f~9:5,000, and 8. i'ur-t.he:r: 
£1 tOOO :from t.he C8.X'Y' 01' PAssc' 
and pare s - beinu t parcels 
0()St F~P - pnd itQ prl roll exceeded 

,.~.,' ~. () ,) .O~ () ,;:, " 1 - - ~ ~ "-" 
\! !" \,. 1 ~ ,v • 

1 
Hist. Soc.J. Vol.V, 



apt f.rOTll the marked ef'fectg of the c IS activi-

ties CD the gr:ovvth o:C to\'ns like Bendigo, Eathul'fJt, Brtsbane 

whepe operetJ_OD 

c evil.ls ].a~~e coschbuildic~ ~ were set U), and 

beseR, many 

Cobb's tlmF.iil 

st posts at intervals of 20 miles or 80, 

horse.s we.re avpi.lable, c':Juld 

end: !::":ften ove('ni~ht accor1';]odst1on. 

Similal'ly, too, in the mi years of the 19th century, 

DEn..,: town growth in the inlEcnd \','8[;) stin1u.lated b~/ PraDcis Cad_ell' s 

SUCCGS '''l·U .. -,,; 8S 

above S~an Hill (1953), l'i V8r tiOD 

• 
])82" 1102, 

to grow :'3.t various points on the 

3 1D3 cattle from 

'~~ueensl (:)8 to South ,,£tustl"elia, 

at sueh 81 tes ~s riveT' ero8sinLs (wr.ich were 80 I~j.ver ports in 

8 v/hich soon CEjme to be recognised as rnuster-

ing 1)01Dta and restinG grounds Euston)" 

Some t.owns AlonG thc,EH::' "{'outes, like Dubl)o (a !!1fi,jor' cOFJ.ching centre 

as ~ell as the junction of 8 stock routes ~Cpom the north):t 

Den1.11(1),in, e.nd Eoa.TI1g prospered exeeedtnE,ly tl:rou2,h becoming i~n-

DortE'tDt stock-se centres. It 1s or interest tQ note thst the 



fUDctiOGS of the to~n8 ~h1ch ew up at the stock cross on 

the river's ner6 often c LnIJlied 1.0 th6tr oecmes: thus 

Ec \lUC a F3.8 

Like the I'::! i , the ~otor C&1' and truck 

specially strons influences on centres 6eDe.r8.11~1 thrOllghout 

J\ustr , but so fa~ as ne~ town grov:th 1s concerned their 

effects have been n tive rather th8U positive. 0 VF e are 

now be !)D1n3 to get a modern version o~ the old-time st DB 

posts in the road-s hnlt es" semi-trailers used eX-

tens i ~le ly for- interstate c~rriage of Trelght, ~e have as yet 

no settlement o:C" J::l, specit"ic urOSE character whicl1 has ori2,t-
1 

nated solely in response to the rise of motor transport. On the 

other hand, hOvv6VGr, the Southern 1J.1 ableleDds 8.n.-j ~n8,ny other pat'ts 

la2,Bs i/'.:hich fj,9.VE' declined in size and i!nport9Dce~ throush having 

1 
The h81ting places may consist of one 01' more rosd-houses 9PO-

vtding f'ncilittes l:i.ke me,~:118, bed acconT1iOdt1tioD., diesel othel' 
fuels, gnd ofi'-stpeet p8.pking s:pRees; :f:'or eX8.~n91e, COllier's 
Trnnsl)Ort (iepot ~1t K~ye8JDbg on the HU!TI6 Hi , north or Holbrook. 
Eaturally, they are ~sr more widely spaced thaD were the old 
st8(~ing-posts, but they £1,"6 usually well away :1:'rom the 
to\t,ns on t,he ms'tin :('outf::"\[;(~;,rs because the municipal anthori ties t 
increasj to enl'o[lce ri d parkins and other restrictions on 
semi-trsi -!~S in the (:i ttes and tovvns. It may be t"t1f3t this is the 
incipient f'or'D' not only 01' new urban 8':3tt ts, but also of' a neVi 

ot' urban settlement. 
otels and CBravan par-ks for tour~iQg motorists are a variant or 

this type of' hs1tins-:place vihich is becomin.j more c.ommon: they are 
usu~7.11;:l loc8te(1 at oX' neaT' the outski.rts 01' the lal'~e tovvns. 
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been by-passed by tnotor t,,:P;:.)J::'t'lc; SO:JW!' 88 a result of the deviation 

of routeR to S0eUre bettc-r motor' r1oods, but ":lost bees.use t.hey ape 

spaced at tDte s of' onl~T e,bout 1:;\ 01' 2G or a f'evv mope miles be-

ent stoppiDJ-places for motorists thsn t lar3er to~ns, which 

Dlso possess much better shoppiD2:, :CDG).lities for' the local inh8oi-

tants, DO longeT' fOI'ced by distr3.nce to shop at theil'l nearest vtl-

Besi s all this Dee of a strong mutual ism betvveen 

f>[:;'LPt VFh1.ch a town's :Cu.nction or a charlse in :tts J'unctlon pl,s)_ys in 

all but the 8t1rlteBt ph"0se of' its It1'e. 

For the purpose of illustrati 110\;;'- :_Cunctional chanses 

have affected town <zpowth in Austpalia we consider the examl'les 

of' 80rne select.ed centres on the Souther'n Tablel:-Hlds et,S beioB re},J-

resentat1ve of the rural to~n generally, th the proviso that 

this ts one only of the severel kinds of' loc;Jl soe1.o-ecooomic eU-

vi.potun~'nts :t'ound in Australia. The 3enerallsed functlon profiles 

( mi~ 100)' whicl} 8~A .£ o· ,.'- '-' fdso pL'oflles 01' town Lwowth indicate in many 

cases thet 8 town in most st s 0:[" its li'fe has a central f"unc-
1 

tioD, which usually o.oninetes all other's. -_._---
1 

Data 1'01' the CODstp(J,ctlon of the functi',Jl1 pI'ofi16S are availeble 
in Austr'slian censuses. Occupationsl i.'i",ur'es 9.S shown on the pie 
graphs in Fig.101 indicate the major function of the centres at 
the 1947 census: similar graphs for precedins censuses pr'ovide a 
single major' functiotv31 thread which c[cn be traced throueh the 
life of each centre, and plotted against its ch~'nges in population. 
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In addition, they illustrate that: 

1/ some centres hC1ve retained thei.r o.r-iE!,inal 
funetian throu;2,hout t:leir lif'~, for ex-

; Ce:ptsin's ~Flat (mini ), Croo()kwell 
service), Tarago (route): 

2/ in most centres an ol:J :eunction t;~:_pered 
orr graJu91 as it was accorlpsnied, and 
then replaced., b~l a nEHver one; F.iJld 

3/ Canberra is the on1;y centpe \'tit th B.D abrupt 
chenJe of' function, v~hen it vv[78 trr:lns
i'ormed arbitrarily from a rural village 
into the national cR2ital. 

Varicttons or shupe in the pro~ile8 reflect the changes 

vYhlch h8ve Occ'lJ.:r-red in the function/groV':th relati..cHu:;h1.ps in the 

individual centres at di :pent. times. ~hus, the marked Itwl ne -

glsss" effects in the 

function, and by 0 progl'ession from a ,'astrict service centre to 

a regional service centre. Similar t~oubh less Barked changes in 

the profiles Of' QueanbeYElD, Yass, Cooma, and Crookwell h"ve resul-

ted from them h9ving become ser'vice centres for their surr'ounding 

dtstricts. 

Profiles of' qutte cliff'erent si18,pes are :found in the 

other centres. which reflect for eX~lple the striking effects of 

the rise and decline of' mining activities on C.9pt<1in's J>'lat. 

0, and Ade~min.~0by; the irnI)Ort nee of the 2,&io and. 10SI:3 of' 8 

railway centrE' function in I'Timrrdt8..oel ;:;_<od Bungendorej and the in-

hi bit ine; effect on Brsi dwood f s growth of' the loss of H s function 

as a goldf'ields' service centre. 
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The grov:th a.nd decline of' a tOV,rn, hovvever, cannot al\vays 

b-o equated so ai-mply in this way wi'th the toym's prin1E!.l'Y function., 

]10.t' example, GO\llburn's standincl 8.8 a I'e:.:ional service centre 

naturally impli~8 thot it has Hlcmy eo-o?7diDJlted functtons, 

't . 11 1 S speC18 y P:.~ d Growth during recent y~8r8 has been conditionel 

on a well-bsl':lneed dGvelopment ot' ;'!.ll its i\lflcticns such as com-

merce, aJministration, industry, end the provision of social edu-

cational, and health services, and t like. 

In other instances, a town which still retains an 

acttvity which it develo})ed ol"iBinally as its p.rizrl2ry f'unction may 

have expanded rapi.dly because an importgnt secondal'Y function h&s 

been grafted on to it. This point is illustrated clearly by 

Gosford, tra,di tionally (from about the 1880' s) an t'111)Ortant busi-

ness centre (ror a oSpel'OnB citrus orcharding district on the 

Centre.l CO:::l.st of !Jew South Wel.les) which hee sr01}i'l1 cCH1siderably 

during recent year8~ As a business centre, t 

irrportant out of all pro~ortion to the expansion of citrus orchard-

ioZ EU'~OlJnd it y and. though it :i.8 still. pri)r:ar~ily an orc ins 

centre its rapid 2ro~th s been much st-Lmulated because it has 

become aD important point of' access for tOUY·:i.sts to the nearby 

'r/oy Way, a few miles sou ttl Gosf'ord, e.nd many smBll 

reso.pt centres !:~lround both, 9ff'ord exs.'Dples of' centr68 which h~V6 

~_l.~rs hS.d purely resort fUDct:i.ODS, '[;r'hose importance has been 

greatly m'02nii'ied as a result of' local transport developments. 



}:1'!lom the outset of' its life, ,\[Voy 

tourists treDsf'erred from trains to lOCE1.1 transllort services 

(initially, ferries; later, buses). During recent years it and 

the ou tlyinJ, reSoljt 8 have exp:?tno.ed grea tly, largely because of 

the imppoved means of' accessibtlltJ.,. bet';\-eec them, resulting i'rom 

the building of' a network of' I'oads in the distr·iet., sJnd the 

suostttuti.on of' more convenient bus services for the slower i'er-

l'ie:s which were ori ;3inallJ,T the OD means 0
--", 
.L trarisport between 

the railv~8Y cl.ncl the coaste.l resorts up to Ei. fev,; miles frorn tt. 

aluen in 

its \'1}holly mining da;,\ls (Iii .100) also il1ustrs.te the.t upoan grovith 

In the matters ot situat1ol1 an,j si1..;e Austr'f:lli,qn towns 

v1hich DP91y uni v6rsal1;y: but, because the S1.:tY'f8ce of' the cant in-

ent is remarks.bly ho}"nogeneou.s oyer' gre8.t distanees, its tOVVDS 

Generally h2ve been much mor'e 8.rbitl')~rily locE,ted than 18 oi'ten 

possible on a comparablf:' sCEile elseifiher6, It is true, of course, 

that locs,l relie:f' makeS it mendstoI"Y fop to\'\il1S to OGC1.IPY po.r·ttcu-

lal' sites in some areas, >"S !'OP iost,'mce the dissected plateau 

west of Sydney where tOV:DS IJke Blackheeth end Katoomba occupy 

the ride;es follovved b~V the me_in VlesteI'n :road Frnd railway because 

thes.G ape the only lines of paSSt1_se PJcrOS8 the area, and the only 

logical sress rop town growth. Simtl~:rly, ~s we hsve seen, the 
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sm0111 lioe villaGe of BUPI'injuek occupies the only site possible 

neer the d8m. 

That the rSiu1ar beco~e the standard street 

selecti 8 matter of srbi-

trsry choice, and th8t the de8i~r6rs of to~ns sod vill s never 

hed to e,~;(e-rcisE' much tnEenui ty or skill in adDpt inJ. thetr '1,lans 

On the Southern Tsble180ds J except that oecu-

pies q 90s1tion in t main g8te to the red-ion, Coorns 1e tn 8. 

}<iOl1c:.tro, and 

to some extent loc 

compulsi·:Jn.. It is even mox's 6'0 on t116 :tlFJt ter.:['ain of ~'Ylost of 

rest of t continent. 

It naturally does not t 811 AustrAlian towns 

8re loc6ted to t best Advantage: on 

poorly sited, as for 
, 
\on ts in the vsl-

ley of t.he pl.·umoi 

1 <352 2nd Bubs0(J11cntl,y reoul1 t as t-W\) toY;ns on hi.::,her land on both 

sides of th~ river; so, itt 

VAlley, end sey, ~rai·toD, and other North Coast to~ns; ~hich 

t trley ape only 

A short ~,8y from hieher ground not usu ly subjected to flooding. 
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Even thr01J~h its i~r'eat 2,rov,th to, some extent, lost 

several of its initial 8i te advantages (flat lEHld, abundant fresh 

wster, and deep water for shi?ping), 

difficulties in its COlltil)uing exaposion, snd Melbourne and 

Erisbane ere not fres rrom handie c~rusE'd by periodi.c floodings 

of the Yar~ra Eriebane Eiv81'S. 

8J:·t i'rom SO;-ile Anstr'sliclD towns being poorly siteq.; 

others ax'e inconvenienced by their unimaBinative gril ls;)!outs 

whose inflexible street pattern s them poorly adaptable to 

some are~;,s v"ith only moder6.te :c'elief' on V',!h:l.ch t116y have ot'en 1ai(1 

down: B s, with 8 perfect regular grid, an hilly l?od in the 

re, is the classic on the 

Bout rn Tabl~18nd6. 

(directly at BOY rate) 

8. m'-:-1jof:" 6et 

positions of some to~ns and t 

readily apparent. Fox) ~' in the CDse r.)L flinib t Ov\'t1S, 9a1'-

ticularly the biS inl~n,j centres like Kalboorlie, 11 

I.'Iuunt l88., U locption if] detel',uinerj exclusively by t are 

bod,ies and t 

S imils.rly, t situ0ticns of power-generatioJ towns 

depc.,nd prl:n.::;:rily on t'8.ctors eh control the loc~~l 01 ty 

of nstur81 reso!rces like coal 1) Or' Vi~lter 

(T eah, \i~' 
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course, clearly discern in ting of many centres, 

of many 

of them as Dorts, reil-hei30. or junction towns, bridge 

towns, road junction centres, ind6st!iial towns, and the like. 

Eeyond 

minor tions of tOVH1S or ps.rts of' tovv'US 

that have t n flla.ce at different times in Australia: in f'aC~t 

11' central hubs 

happened so frequently and in so many different )laces th~t they 

might almost be regarded 8S a 

Such shifts rna;/ be tn r0s:poDse to an;l one or more of' 

many causes, b1J.t usually 8S 8. result ot eh!:3nges in laCE)l transport 

arrangements, 8S m~-ly be illustrated rOY' eX0rnple by Viollongong, 

WolloDLonJ WAS established in the middle 1830's as a 

bees.me the lJrincip8.1 outlet centr'e i'or tbe dai,r'yiD.:.:.'" a~ricultur8.1, 

3nd coal production of t 

import;:Jnt in this \Jvay, the town ijVBB never very large end did not 

opments 

e huildioJ of the 

a nev) to"\i'iD hub a:C'OSG besida the station, more than 

abandoned for many years. hore recently, ho~ever, in reS,)onse to 

industrial grovtth since the 1920's, at Por-t ~F,:emblf! juet south of' 



t b,Q 1 tov/n site, Wol1on6on;;~ has EXpOJl d otly, ~Hld Old 

v?te to~n of E0St Gosford, about t~o miles e8~t) was estRblished 

l.n 1839 on a sm r3.11 strip of .flat lqncl Bod t 

ad of 3risbane ~ater, an inlet on the Central 

w South \'iales. It i'tHlctioned pPiDCig 1~7 as e Bmall 

ieh t imbe;::l ;:;nd she.lls (fop lime-burning) lNeI'E; exported 

to ey, and to a lesser extent 88 B service centr~ for a scat-

er the 

of town lii'e re.il 

a v811ey more than a m e north of the old to~n site - thou3h this 

WAS only A mlDor In tton it icsnt crs~pin3 effects 

of' the tOV;D: 218 ts illu2t 

lelrly by t rtstricted 8nd c sted n~ture of G02f~!'df8 central 

busineSA ares. This bec?~e the outl~t for the msny citrus 

orch2rds ~hich were then be~innin~ to 8r in the ~i8trict ond 

it is no~ integu-

mental n as a residential part 01' an enlar town of' Gosford_ 

In \"\:oy , which s existe~l 8iL~ce out 1900 88 q 

place 

of tr location of t~le (;entre of town lif'e 



t ficant. The oiai n to'wn hU.b wss s:Lt oe-

side th0 ferry jett s from 

buil 

}os:L'o:::-4 ( 

of town life ~oved yerds 8,)t1 th tu G Rite on the new ro 

station. Eo~, in res90ns~ to (i_eve 1 nnrMon of 

ontlyi 

J\ S s been ~hovn in this c r end tile detoiled 

8tl1~tie8 ot' t t sis, t ~e hpve been urban ifts 

of tht:;i n~::tUf<e on the Sout 3DJS: t s, in conse nee of 

ell 1 8 in t systems, ~0 h?ve 

s~~;en th,::)t , ').}1 viII tni~ratEJ 8 sh0rt '~8~ from its nF;~l 

rosdsl 

t elso t~lS,t, tOY,-ll hubs 

(p. 207) 

Bin~lon0 (p.166) have been ch~racteri2€1 

err,snt 

.sea of n_] 

st sts in 1 :?cint R life 

beine 



7, -l r.:: 
_ 1 •• ). 

in t 1[l/lO'8 e Its r 

~9y ~t8tion, 8hout tnns in 

iD.F,tnDc~es .. + , ,,.! sed 

s to h f q C ()~'(' to 

tts 

t 

t.o 1912) j then 

t es of s ::7.rne tht 

5.denttc 

CO'0iD2 uf t~€ psilvey c9~~~d t~e vil19~e ~ocus to n10ve 

Lts old to t-

villsse remained behinJ, R tv~~ 

th resulteo. il V:8-Y b 1)ildi t 

to ~ 

+, din3 of' 

i 

ve prot ctic)n g8inet (~UZ: nt 

t 'h-
'.J-,.",. 
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Ini t 1.231 Ly, P'2D 

tovn ~3t 

rrovej, end ?fter' t 

t 

f'l 

1 

the in ccnnectic)tl 

!o 'c, j 

en t. he 

sitin 

The toV.D ()I't neted tn the 1 

'-', '3 

nces, 

";J"-': 
, ','hM 

- - -.-, 

j t 

"::' 5 ... 

selE 

's, in t 

of 
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ver 

ive 

0+ wu 



1 ike '.fever-

d 

~ro~ sh~nt s, ~nd the 

many undesirsbl( c 

1,,),1 

; t 11:1 :3 11 c~::- Vif} 

;J d.ed 

eon 81. de t'Ett j, ()(.: ~,j .. 

i or: n tot q 

i.en to t 

n, t,hou~h even he 

sn 

It is 21so less cons ous 88 r fentur'e in t 

) , 
been ent i d :in 

The f0Ct rem ins, 81lutltt 1 



of 

"in Eev' c~untrie8 is t :..!,I'tc1 ;:;0 wides'pl,'e ,'-:3nd SO 
Jil.J.f3trE-,lts. j1pon-; tnnlJ.cJercJble 

~e m?y cit~ t s ~ 
tVJe(}n Vi(~:tr)J:·i.::' ';:inrl Gouth iLust 
ot' the 16<e v/hG' ,':'.! t, '7, ce ~'1 

l)!;,:t teri1_s 
1)13-

the 
y, .. qn!"i :; ,- '" -~ SAy in ~!!ich t J8 are set 

d01J\;n vvitl1 but t 81 est concession, if indeed 
, to 10c21 to'po:;r - whE~1;hel' in lEt tov:rns 

]-paJ.'tOrl, uncorc,,o"'Y'''H f'j~ttt:'d into ;UJ of ten-
f'll)oded me ,':3nder' c'.)re, OP 'in 1~ iny [-([Hl h~;1mlet s 

2, dozen s g,rle SCctttered 

s ed to the streets of 
Grew be,yond the """U,"!o. Hi 

d is 

or hil 
8 town 

tX'i::"cks j de
ell. 8c8Pcely 

G of the rnetr·oDoltt~iD etties, t re :-~l'e ".;lso 

" , 

variations of thet t result th2t these cities 
, . 
\.:lU 

8n OJ" from t etp hut. Dot feom nd level) .or'o(luce an ove.r-

t of' ete'C' v'~'rte 

t t::)!1 

DI'e?s 8,8 V:'E 

ids in the c ses of and ~erth, ~e i'ind t, even ttl 

rec:t ":) C0tlt,r 

ly 2rJc;i.rcl by trpegulc~rl,.y Oist-,.i1:n.ltea residenti::::J. Gu0url)8 .. 

out sho~s strongly the ts of th€ 

1 
O. ;.}. 1:'.. [:';te J 'Eush :::;flet 

A.li.Z.A.A.S., Melbourne, 1 



the only lOsie lines for the cityts major 

suburban 

cd [3I'ound 

loops on the lower Erisb~ne River, S R ~len ~hich is criss-

orieDtr~tion or 

frorn ~18ce to plsce it~ t : this is 0 corollary 

of the need i'or city buil-} on t'he 1 aud lovv sWells whj,ch 

h so s.ccounts 
1 

for the p Itnes of Bri 

ThoUBh tt 

!Ulst:psli8.n t.own ts c 

Unittd States in that the 

of both, and t t the 

1 
To late J\.11 the 

ci ties, however', V'.'G must 
bet~een t aspects t 

t3 ij/S s't t or,'n of the 

street tern is stic 

n street in this 31'i.d u8uel1y becomes the 

urb9D char3cters or the capital 
98 h3S indicAted, discriminBte 
ip cores their- SU!".C'oundin~ 

Hfr cOY'es are indeed tndt vi(J.u j sed. to ~J GlJ.:r'priping s 
consi·.'1er'tng t t they are g,) much of ElD : 1 tut Sydn 
Hob·~}rt "Ij',6re i'ounded 'F'l t1.ir; the tv" :IE S 1821.f to 1336. But in 
e~lch c':;,se t city's hFe::.,t be.3.ts to its OVID tempo [38 it "veres since 
their truly tive periods v~ry ~ore than their dates of found a
tioue B~v eOllntlecE.3 subtle touches the~r eX1")ress the geo,Jl",'3.:.lhtc 
.personalities 01' thc:·ir St.9tes: the note of" sub-t.poyical G9.iety 1.0 
3.pisb,~.tne d:l.f:Cer~~nt 8.Lr"B of l).Povinci archFdsm ~Iobart and 

rth - tful as these cities are; the brash virility of 
Sydns;y, whic ~!et C~rtl t.paD.sform itself, her'e !::-'.DO theI'e, into an 
!'·11mof;;t i'ec'ltnine chf:u":Tl; the VictoY'i9Xl exubereXlce of' Melbou.t'ue:; the 
solid diJnJ.t~T of elp,l.de, pt'rh:~)fJs a lit.tle too consci.,.!1)8 th,~;~t it 
was Tound.ed by Gentlemen :1.'0[, g ent,lemE:.u •••••• ,. But this holds only 
roY' theLr Quclel: the cores after all e:>e very sma.ll, e 8(~U9re 

mile OJ:' so g.t most, and pround esch of' them stx'etc s a JY2-
numbra o:f brick and tile, Vjef9the:~bo8rd i:3nd corr-uge.ted 1.rOD - sub
urbs 'IIvhlch, v~i th only 8 h,qndf'ul of' except iJ)ns, l(::)c k Chs.rBcter be
c,(,.use they have never- had any autoDOmOt18 histor;:r, h.9.ye ne,VeL' been 
Qn,7thi c1sn h,'t o111-,unhQ H (...!,:}~~r:: loc C'lOt \. 
_,~~.y ~~ .. , .~' . .\.. y,...,u ,-'_.'.' ~.-'- '.lv, ... 7:..Jj, • ,:......:;:..) 
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ept in t 

th a bueiness core more distinctly in thG form of' i:::l block, ~3nd 

for 8n'beyan whteh 3 secondary business street, this 1s, as 

80 

in many other psrts of Australia. 

side th1.s a uniformity of street layout, 

AustrAlien tOV\DS on the v,hole are nut nHJeh vaI'ied ot11Gl'viisE' in 

dOlibt tl1.is is 

tov!ns beiDJ Gove:enmE-nt to-Vs'T1S, the d0signiDJ, of' v-,hich has always 

sibility at' a central authority_ Under such cir-

cumstances it is re~s0n2ble to sUP90se that res~onsible off"iaials 

in the c 13.1 e i t lee v;ol"(ld not be grt:-9.tly eonce'rned about v::;ry-

of t~9 territory they thnt surve~ror8 

chBr d with the task of surveying town sites and 2repar thei,p 

design vIans would 

and Vii th vvhich they we:ee most f'amili;cr. The e sur-veyors set 

the pf"t,t,ern of t ':)V!Q and vil1a::;e desi \,:hich seems mostly to hSlye 

been slavishly f'olloiNed by those who came El:Ctel' them; :lnde ,10D3 

after it W88 obI tory for them to observe the iCrstruc:tioDS of the 

Iiome GOVer'nment re::e.;8.pJinZ the torlT! E,'lemf'nts tho.t v,;er0- to be :i.ncor

yorated 1.n tov·.os 'If}hen t.hey wel'0 lqici 01J.t, and even after tile gov

ern0rs cessed directin3 the surveyor denerals as to what town 



321. 
1 

pl~cnine pr~ctices they should adopt. t ef'fects f)rl e Bur-

veyor with ari n ideas about town planning rniJ,ht have had on 

jecture. 

Conventjon&lly, in addition to its main business street 

the All.str'alian town hf:~s its zone of' pu.blte buil (often 

gr0uped on ODe toW!} or village block fl,g in the " or 

Braid\"Jood and Eut1J,endore r'espectively), a cen'tr-,:::tl pfl.rlc, a resi-

denti belt which encompasses the to~n centre, and a cO~TIon, 

thouilh the latter feature has long ceased to st in ffiRny to~ns. 

to these stereotyped features there is often a sprinkling 

, ett on the oS.nks or a s trepIn nesro the 

town's outskil'tS (pFll'ticulsY'ly in eA.Pllep d8~yS :i'or such 9ctivities 

as a 

railway station if the to~n possesses one. I.lore recently, of 

fop some 'DiscellaDeDUS i.odustriea or a 

minor D8ture to be established in or nesr the business core of the 

to~n; the latter ~ith stand 

hotels, b1~Dk8 and oft'ices 81Qn~ the main street, f12nked at both 

ends by sE'-r'vlce stattons. 

Des1)ite bEi 

1 
For exq~pl€, in~'s directions to Mitchell, in Government 

Order No.28 (,Colonial Secretary's Of'!'ice~ 07,th ~qlr 1 l3?-J\ r~ _ , r::.. ~.-_" 1>0'_'"<1' . - ~,.J i' -J",",'" 

SO, -P .. T. Do\~,;cl, 'Tov,n Pl.3Xl\ In.::. in IJ:::w South es, 1 B29', J. rgy_ 
AUt3t. Eist_~., vol. XXXII, 1 :146, 1)}h31 t3-20. 
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oete1 for Crookwell 

fluenced partly by its nt~l setti ,but usually its 

urb-9.n f8ce ts t 

dition ()~)S, houses, 8JVl other bui.ld in0 s 

indication of whet a to~n is It ive'} aud thrivirtg 

or not; as witness the many illustrations orn centres "\A have 

d, ()r1 Southcen T 

6.PD.nce 01' 'the }\.tlstral inn t(}V,;D thus de-

pends large or such factors 88 layout end ge form, 

t 

1 

, as te ht)_s observed: 

~ OJ: st ever2'vJl".::·re, v,ill be the Im-
pre8sion 0+' El.'1'\91e SP53C6: j:~ny r8.1i~.1n town covers tJ:1ree 
Or' i't:)UI' t:::! f-3I'6(J. o:C ~~:n ish tov,n of f3 

:populhtlon, ge six or seven tIYEf:'p thflt of' an eQuiva-
lent town on th~ continent of • main streets 
tb,emselves are of qnlte dis:p:ropoI·tio~lClte vvidth, b~l over
Slas stsndards: this may perheps be connected wi the 
turninL c il'cll~: of th6 jrsy dra:wn by sev6re.l yokes of bul
locks. It has in tlJ.rn an importe.Dt c0D2e!.~uence in t 
vlY'tual absence of.' streets cl.esiJned as architectur'sl 
u.ni ts, in Europe on r;; 01' t key-notes or lJT-b sm. }lor 
Buch desf ies a proportion between ~i1 of rood-
vl"sY !J.nd tsht of' th.6 flcu1 b lJildings, bn·j to 8(~rVe 
oorrect p."eoporti(H)S the i\,ustr 1,:.,n street vv()vlCi hE}Ve to 
be .t'l d with P..er}ai.R8r.-l~~Ce pal'::Lces. In the i3.Dsence of 

niSB;JDCe nees, (;uilciD2J3 of e 8ufTic; ntl~T. crand 
sC!::l.le CQul'."'! only be ereeted b~r \tho alt C:OI'I)()r'b.tlopc, aDd 
t not enou2h govePDmfnt 5, bsnks or 

t () 2,0 povorj. Hi 

8 81 E'O ute j out 

o. E. E .. e, 1955, loco cit. 



(0 

bus services, exes 

the rur Elreas because 01 tt'.f' t::conoLnic aps of (iistance. 

ected in tu!'n in the r develogment of specialised 

shops in the small c t ccntpC's in , 

h'3ve no nee',r c titor's in the f'o:r·:::n oJ:"' 1 '(]2~x'kct tovvns. 

nces in t 

izotion of spsces reness in history or in 

the loe 0-

(~u~::8ticns: 

Wkihy, for , a:re small ir·l·igattoo tovvns such 
sa haliah and so more clo['e-huilt than 
tllose of the 8t!?tn~ia:('d Br'id, \\ith t local Devispr;':.f}er· or

e pC:T'hstps more p!'ornin;:::nt than tile hotel? ElI'C' th.e domi
nsnts oi' the skyliDJ: v;ster'toV:'Gl'S, grain elevators, 
churcheE:, f-·ctor~' c'tlimndYs, githeD,Q 2,BFU, ci tl (ibid,) 

Hj-::'h e Stl .. lr).l:) 19.yclut of mrH).J ·ntntnc; t()VvDS is ob-
vious enuu ,80 also the role of the ~8terfront in the 
d.ec~\yted r'ive:c'

la:rout o:t' t 
, ,~'~f:(,ymoDd Tel'I'Stee, T~chuca" 

towns of southv,'estern Aus ia 
is unrn1.f'3t 
£;nd ~Tc't both 
p'~~ct ,91" 

~\J18tr8 ia t 
c bu_pir~eS8 

dif1'e!'~nt f'rom the st in the east, 
Gl'OUPS, jn general, f:tre bqllt on 9. str:ict 

1d. The v9riable is simply that in Western 
ra BY preceded settlemtnt, sod the typi

area ifJ not the p00d-,9.,xi thrc)ugh t tov"n, 



but a one-sided street f:JC 
(ibid. ) 

d:lrectly on to 

0S2'~ct, too, is i need by such thiD~S as the 

a:r:cb~LtectuPfll E.S 0:( bulldinL\s be1on:;i. nz to di 

tn the Ilt'e 01' t 

80d. th.e e:<tent n 

ant 

Al 1 ov:, for Dome exce ln 
1 

Sydney in e tj.mes) t re seems to a Cles.l"l~-l de-

fined sequence in t 'use of buildio2 mate 

e 01:'1'(:' s in e style 

th::rt sevel"nl di.i'i:'erent styles 

Et side by side 

with ch.8Dt~e8 in the use of v.'811 me,teri S Vi:a.ttle snd da.ub 

bep 81;31)s in t 

iron sheet! ,sawn t,imber, fibro cement 

(mortar, slsbs, bricks) in later tirr!es; and roofing m~teri~ls 

1 
In1ti q lly t b~ dines ~hich Governor illip had erected were 

'w8.ttle and dBUb', hut tl'I6se '[vere: soon snpe.psede t.1 by lac free-
stone c~tnj. stingl(38 f'oP public D1Jil'JiD.S8 FH1d the more ex:peDsive 
homes, and bY' G bricks. ~H)(1. shineles f'o:r~ buildin;Js of 
1}Se. PolloY,iD8 tIle discove:e;;," of exce Llent elate beds 10 South 
A.ust is, in the 1DLi.Ots, slsl.tss v/are soon us(~d mor'.:· l.i,ener~2311y EH3 

8 J'oorins rnf1teri ,En'Li their US(::' continued lotli, afte:e ir10n sheet-
tng CS111e into ne use 88 ;3 pI.")oi'irlJ ';lctertc'il 1n :C'ur:,~l tov,DS. 
Unc1oubted.l;y the presence of 8. we,8.1th~/, l"net-cnntile class 8.Dd :0 
grf;c-'lte2 9veiln.bl1it:r of skilled l;;:'l'bou.J.- eontributed .:TJ1J.ch to the 
mope rspid tr8.Dsi ti,.)n from f'l:i.msy to solid buildiD.;js in S~;Cl.Dey. 



et i ates, 
1 

DJ)O tiles. 

sixty y~ars RCO, for 

tbe CCUDtr-;y town of' Few Seuth V/ales :['01' its leck of ch9.rm of 

ant.i(Jui ,thus: 

"There are no' time-wor'n eod ¥'feather-sta'i,ned b1.111 
because they are 8_,psrelled like ~lac b with his 

, 
honou1.'s 'in r 116V!eBt 810;:,8'. ~Chere «.I'E' no ::;tueient 
inns with DI)lustr d st9il'C8ses t."1nd int:I~' e cor}:i-

S, 8U as Washi tOll IX'vtr: and 
loved to describe, no 38 s, 

no )'no1J.lj 
s, 

his crjticism is SC8rce 

eross, no rULn01JE{ an:J -ii!'j 

to link t present ~ith 

of e.n 

iculax.~ 

Rspect, especially so bec8use t sci.entiftc soct revolutlons 

of 01.J.r ovTD. pat10n the t'or:ms 

which the town was represent in past. 

srchttecturel t~r.0ditton e.l1-:j thus have many domesti(~ ie 

bui 0: similsr s lee (particuls , for instance, ~ld 

edDy ts, new 

o:l'Ltces, 

1 
Cf. 5 D-

Oc c-ul)iex's ¢ ---..... --~ 
2 
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sed ls, ~n i the like) the 

~ ch they Rre present ~t'o(~uce ni'· il'ic nt variations of urban 

so 

the tot; 

t 

ted 

"C8 to seen for the centres on 

]. '-:,'n_0.s. 

;3 1:'8 

thEi~ prono~nced 12~]: 

o:c 

C_1JOll 

:ion; thu;:) t 

~t8, apRrtment houses 811d the like, 

d ltt 

j '-'Y"-'£C' 
-~ ,;}.-~ L-~ ctt:li--8. 

Effect in 

th of' +:-,D "c ",_, 

itRn cit G in recent years, ani dif-

'\"~:;,,/ o:t:' the'iJ' eff;ectj~ve :eunc~t1 

:eained In mi __ nds of 

most AU8tr~liGnB, y~t st en t 9r~ctice 8)penrS to 

f-, c1 i 

, 1790, he tns~ructe1 the Su~v0y0r Jcner 

d huts (er~ch 1~ fe t, riiviJej into t~Q rooms) ~ere 

one buil(J-

11 be devoted to sardenioJ. Csnberre's recent 



ct 

in 

i.nto 1 ", '. 
'-' "-

1 n+ c. 
- 'oJ '" ,_ 

;:;8S{~S {esI~h.:C::L 
1 

t O\VD b1 

c 

" , 
.LL 

, 
3, set 

t t, because some tfne 

between them ~re no~ '~'<:1-;,- C' Y~r' c' /i 
,. ----IV ~, '. ~ ., 

most inte .~ ,"> 
-',~ ';'",',. 

Stc-tte c t 

1 ,-------

+ 

on 

f;:,:cce inS11-

nn 

:['01: 

te r,f the North CORst 
ifCJc:ult to 

~r80S for dairy cattle, it lS no~ ~idely di~tri 
ey"f!. CG~-::31:1'~'T' , <-'u,-l '';'}:::,.'; 5,;-; '~ -):f.' t:,''- ci~x)l;;'x" t (:'l"D·jS .. 

aces it t<:s OT;~>t-, ~:~ ~-:::j,~':)r" nJ c:,>:::t ",)cc't I'(,jY' -",];'lJ"{" ~:?'.)thO:'7-
i~i:8 r'~!~es ~i~~1 the t 0~ cortrolliD u its r2nk end ~~oli c 



• 

their respective 

s. 

I~ t 

t ov~'n;:' 

In 

t pr' ovi B i on of utilitieR ~'n'i 8QCt 

<:-tJ\re 

ish ce~tres Ii.kc Lis~no~c, 

thif3 lNC:I. 

fo:r t centres in ~l 2a~ticul?r 

t20nf:' nd occasion·al 

iEolnted 

o:e 

Ola speciclised function, or as 



t. BE instsDces r2rh~ps t~'iO 

rp J'oP en .·\.u~:-t 

n ties with ite nec'~e8t ns 

1-

closer to Orookwe 9Xld C 

t, he 1 i uni-

f st 

m 

business tf~ull!t on ~J 0, ~nd of the lat'ter neiI-,' tics 

en 'Nt~ sJx:ened 

:!tians tetween Canberra 2nd 

of' n;utu~:.lisr:'l hetv-!een close 

Dc:;igh 

the c:i t~T-St' 

t brt 

J,rown on 

Rivex· and -;J 

t yuy to 

Gistr:tively, be-

'iT""' • 

ite stdes 

es, lr 



ToJ/ilrrien _-,:!1i".'AlONG 

Fig. 102 

I C)MlCHl/),IGO 

I 

URBAN BONDS ON THE 
SOUTHERN TABLELAND5,N.5.W. 

&tAltllliMltU . .. 
Tk I",~JMS$ d fh ;,;",. 11NiiM'n 1M f'f!IMw.ll'l'eof'lt 

111"", ,-"/fr-IJNvIt HRt.,~M fI¥ u,... I« </",",,,,, ., .. .,." 

,...fl. 

W "'ftrml~ /H1Ii,dw'J ~I' 1M .... ~ ,*"'s fl_'" 

II/IU </..t</''''''_f»'"f "U "'.IN~ ,.,..~ .rMt~ 
,,;,,, 1«~1 M/""ir<;INfil>/>. iIoSl"l';/f, 'ihI'-l !x~/"'.s_ 

pki, ~~i. #/""1 '"H{}' P¥(,~.,;n iV<<< •• ft>et,....we ~ 
lfHffr "'"tn¥N rt!~ N# INllutfi<1 ~"'I/ _,,«"'
'''- .,*1,;" ""'" _:s.t!N r~t'V'c>!y-u,"tJ I"N~_ 
#/,,"_. 

Tltr.,,-NIf HU~,'t4"· "f.'1-.... ~ ~ <,'-~J,_ 
Nt -'Ir ",,;roes. 



in e from esch other as 10C01 30ve areas" 

South 'O.1"t other rive:e-

d.i d urb~, n t'h1clG ich h~ve nov been unit cox·nopqr.e 

in the n~ture of t inter-urban rela-

~est Lfaitlsnd, 8 

resptctive J illust~ste t 

two to~nQ are not ed by a river but lie R 

e other on ths south beck of the Hunter 

Toi.ti 

Wpst r tlsnJ sa ~ business centre, but 28 we 

these functions ~8ve oo~: been co~bined thin the City of tl:::nd. 

The ori SO ~.l Government 

t 0\,,'1:1- n) have rel~tioos, 86 suburbs of the 

ich they had o~igi-

The st illustrates the inter-

np 0·;" n 'lift'erent cst , for the lat tar 

serve it. But to e t 

f'uncttons, e their relations with e8cl1 other, West \;yal be-

ce town of to-d~y, s re-

The Urban :Synthests -----
'l:he Aust.r irHl cnltu environment ie 1-:6 more 
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of' ~lnJ7 other coot 

environ~~nt, at less·t over large areas, 1 vepi..ety to a 

i:.s [i,n ef·fect of this, t~(',~.~li6n to\;vns as Ei whole 

tCD,jed to 1 • , 

INn Ie tt f3.l"'el uni-

form th?D those o~ towns in other cont uts, e6p~ci ly so be-

cause unliite t latter they are relatively y , not 

diverse D0tlon , et in-

flu~nce8, 811·1 at r such forces. 

Obvi oUf:;l~T -::1 8 :LogIe t oV.:n CE~D never be Htypic H J".'or a 

whole continent, even one i ~3_. 

But by reason of the fact t!.1r::tt most Inlstrali;::;,n towns have many 

si:nilar' stUPES in common, Vie , for convenience, spe 

rically 0:(' lit 

It seems th t, some at le2,st of tts n t fe 8.ture s 

can be 910ttGd fr'o(Q the ta ~rovided by this sts of the 

factors 81 tfic?nt in grov.'th, f'orrJ, I1f'e of' Austr~31ian 

t O'l}vns 1 f:lrld t rnorG det·',;,tled e :}ence 1':00"[11 researeh on the tovins 

of t·ure which thus emer s from 

the study ts, , by no ~e2ns complete: rather, it s!lould be 

t ly the :\JE3tra1i.nn tov,rrl iq 8. non of 

ori~~it1, lllJt thouGh its antece nta 'lf1ere the 19th century 

ish toY,n aod vl118.[;6 it is becoming 9r Bsively 8S tt 

scapes in which it is set, except only it is in 



t t Is, each of which as it 

sro~s bigger tends to 88swne more and more the univers cher",~:tcter 

ito.D cit~T. 

In matters of lOC8tlo!l, ori~iD, th, funet , and 

the li.ke the Aust:eRlifHl tOVJ1 conf'o::rms in G 

, and 

common 

Brit1sh herit 8 ion f'rom the Ol2 t-

set in each State of a cent tern o:C iE1tr-a.ti.Or1, and 

t s havine 8, govepu-

ment re ei.bili • + , w last resulting in t 1. on C':t" 

~3. convent:Lon tOVin .si tiVG, it 8 

persi0tent use in lster t B rnerely beCEJJ1Se t en 

set. 

d by tts 

st.reet layout $ t ct of the 11 ttle 

whole consists or s few unins 

distinctiveness beCfJUSe t.ovH) a:C'e ?11most of a :Lew 

kinds of buildin~ mat fi.l s , os cement 



and laY' })arts of the town 

ares are ususlly OCCU9i 8. slJburb!0.n of' oox-l 1-

allotments: since the latter ~i fevv execp-

tiOriS ~Lr'e invari~>.bly lOY'.:16 the spr 

pronounced. 

i:::tn town in i?l business sel'vice 

c entre and ~ 

2oun 1iic,-, clt st r"let, th its busilless core COllsisti 

ShOf'S :::.1 

also the main street of t to~n. 3ven when it is represented 

only t h.e c iVe smll village its runction is usu0l1y in-

dubitably urben, thOtlgh tl15 linectments of' eD 

not be so re parent. 

In the spacin2 o:f" its many repref36nta.tiv0e of' vary 

sizes the . .i'~ust. is.n to'AD Sef.~m8 to :['ollo1J;1 no set rsttePtl of' dis-

tribu,tion. To SOffle extent, ot· COtJ}?se, 'tbE Sl)GcinL. 0:[' 1 C6n-

tres st lr)te!:va18 0:(' trO'n1 50 to more t 100 miles 8.:Qar·t, e.nd of' 

Bm~1.11er· centres at from sbou.t 10 to 30 or mor':;' miles tt::;art, in-

dicates 8 close connection 

T--
As might be expected, ho~ev€r, there are excepti,oos to this 

eenera11sation l'or which the loc 8v6jla~11ity of butl stone 
ts resgonsible. POP e , bSlsalt 1.() used extel:Jst"l,rely fop tOVIrl 
buildings in centres like; LellJ'.'i3-, Koroit 0013.c on the lav8. 
plains of ~Vestern Victoria, c91careous dunestcne in centres in 
t he CO~18t st r'tct 8 oetv{cen V~-aprnambool EJnd Port :§laip;;l, and. 
mudstopo for mnny toy"n 8xH~1 vi.llaBG buil ng8 in th8 E,.8.I"I'13bool 
dlstrict nCE,r Geelong. 



lines of transport, but, small towns are 

often ed dly relative to e r. This, in turn, 

len.'js to some unusu~.l fOY'illS of inter-urban -'3_8sociation in ~i1-ust • 
but on the \" , 8_11 oV-ii ns fop t 1 (1i8t~JnCe8 ch so:net. im.6s 

se}}a'e~)te neighbourinS towns in some I)Orts of t.he continent, the 

ban nei,:;hbour-s ;18 those -whtch t01fVQS eve:f' re tend to develop. 

thtn tts vari.ol}8 

standard to a h,t8h , 80 t t n an j:"ustrali.e.n moves fr'om 

one tOVJD t.o Ii VB in anot.her of C0tJ1In3X' Bize, h6 r8.rely experi-

eneElS more thsn a cha.nge of neighbours, pe S 2 slizht chanae 

of urban scenery, for nearly the ot'ler elemente which go into 

the rnaktng of to\\-D life are common to most towns. 

Futul~e L:/::o~?,raphicf31 research may lead to the character 

inte:c~preted tl~y, but 

the evidence :['i"om my research seems to sugd,6St tht).t tovnl.S are not 

like13T to devie:_te srE'atly- from what I have indicated 8.8 t norm. 

The char'acter of 

jf, but bec8.use it; ir-:l only "middl 

itself thuG s:rmbol i888 of the rnedi.ocre ich 

De Tocgueville end • K. IIo,Deock respectl vel~f clai.m is so charac-

t eri f3t ic of' lun.e:c to t.heir hearts. 
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2. AVERAGE MONTHLY AND YEARLY MAXIMUM AND MINIMUM TEMPERATUfl.ES IN of 

A T S E L E C TED S TAT I 0 l'! SON T n E SOU T l! ERN TAB L E LAN D S 0 F l't s. '''. 

[Sonrce: Premier's, Department'of N. S; W. in Preliminary Resources Surveys of Southern Tablelands 
Region (1949) and Monaro-South Coast· Region (1949)], 

EI ev.- Years 
Station don of Jan. Feb. March i\>rU May June July August Sept. Oct. Nov* Dec. 

(ft) record 

Bombal a 2,313 29 76.7 77,0 72.6 64,8 58.0 52, 2 510 4 54.5 60.2 66.2 70,7 75.2 

49.3 50.5 47.1 41. 4 35.0 31.4 31.0 31.7 36.1 40.5 43.9 47.8 

Braidwood 
. 2,500 27 79.9 78.9 73.6 65.6 58.7 53.3 52.4 55.6 61. 5 ,67.6 72.6 76.8 

51.8 51.8 48.8 42.9 36.2 32.0 30.9 32.6 36.6 36.6 45.1 40.2 

1,239 19 83.7 84.4 77.7 69.2 5:1.9 54.1 52.4 55 .. 6 61.9 68.6 75.6 81.9 
Burdnjuck Dam 

56.7 51l.7 54,8 48.2 42.5 38,5 36,6 37.3 41. 1 45.5 51.0 55,8 

Canberra (Acton) 1, 837 22 821 81."( 76.2 67.0 59.5 53 2 ,52.1 55,6 61.4 68,1 74.9 79.6 
55.2' 55.0 51.0 43,8 37,2 34.2 33.3 34,8 38.2 43,0 48,3 53,2 

Cavan (near Yas&l 1250 14 82.3 82.4 16.9 69.,0 60.2 54.0 52,3 56.2 61. 4 67.6 74.4 80.3 
61.6 62 4 57.2 SO. 2 44,4 40.3 38; 6 40.0 44. 2 48.,4 54.4 59,6 

Charlotte Pasr; 5,800 6 61.0 HO 56.4 48.9 43.5 36.2 34.1 36.7 39.4 47;3 55.2 59.3 
(':he Chal et) 39.9 38.5 36 •. 9 :D.7 26.3 21.9 19.1 21.1 25.3 31.8 35.5 38.4 

Choma 2,662 74 81.7 80,4 76.0 67,4 59.!} 52.4 51.4 56.0 62,3 69. 1 14.6 79.6 
51.7 51.8 47,9 41.2 34.1 31. 3 28,9 30.6 35,1 40.3 45.2 40.1 

Crookwell 2,910 19 79. '1 79.~ 75.2 64.6 '. 57,8 SO. 1 49,0 52.2 58.7 65.2 71.4 77.0 
51. 2 51. 2 48.1 41. .3 . 38. 5 33.0 31. 3 32.3 36.0 40,1 44.3 48,5 

Goulborn 
2,093 75 826' 80.6 76.4 68.2 60.0 53.4 52,2 '56.0 62.3 69.6 75.4 80.4 

55.5 55;3 52.1 45.2 39.0 36.1 34. 1 35.4 39.4 44. 1 48.8 52.9 

Kiand •• 4, 578 44 69.0 69.3 64.il' 55.0 47.6 41.3 38;8 41.8 47.7 54.7 61. 2' 66.5 
43.0 43.1 39:S 33;9 27.3 26.'2 24.9 25.0 27:V 33';0 . :ff:0' tt'2 

Kosciusko Hotel 
5,018 27 65,2 65.9 60.7 52.1 46.1 40.4 38.8 40.3 46.1 52..7 58.4 62.8 

42.9 43.0, 39.9 34,3 29.8 26.6 24.9 26 .. 0 30.2 34.2 37:-4 40;9 

I Nimmi tabel 
3,5UT 29 72.7 73.1 67;& 59.4 52,5 46,5 45,6 49,0 54.6 60:8 66.1 '(I¥;4 

47,3 48.0 43.8 38.4 ·33.,2 2'1. 5 28.5 29.4 33.:3 37.7 41.5 45,4 

Q.eanbeyan 1,901 27 84.7 84,3 78,2 68,8 6(},9 54.6 53,6 57,3 63, I 69.4 76.2 81,7 
54.9 55.5 51. 4 44.2 37 5 33.4 31,8 33.'1 380 42,9 47.8 52.6 

Vasa 
1, 600 16 84.9 84,5 77.8 70.2 61. 2 54, 3 52,3 55.5 69,2 69,0 77;6 82.9 

56.8 56.8 513 44.3 39,1 36.6 34.8 35.4 :!I, 2 42 5 487 54.4 
,.- ". ... ~ ... . ..... ". .., .. , 

(.) Maximum 
(1)) ,ii 'IlIUm ; nl. 

Average 
for 

year 

65.0 (.,) 
40.4 (b) 

66. 3 (.) 
41.6 (b) 
68,"1 (.) 
47.2 (b) 

67,6 (aJ 
43.9 (b) 
68; 1 (.; 
SO. 1 (b) 
48.2 (a) 
31.4 (b) 

67.5 (a) 
40.6 (b) 
65.1 (.) 
45,1 (b) 

68.1 (al 
44.8 (b) 

54. '1 ~~~ 
33.8 ( ) 

52;'$ (.) 
3n (b) 
59,9 (0) 

38;·0 (b1 
69.4 <.) 
43.6 (I» 

69.4 (a) 

45.0(1)\,. 

.\ . , 
:,," . 

IL 
..r ___ .m",,_ 

"d",,,.~~,,"_ ,~",,~="",0._ 
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occur 
irrespective of t IJe~ree of slope, snd, in t~e c1 st2te, 

t ::tpre8pective 'yC the type o:L' l.}nd.er' i In lo:>er 8 t-
tudes, howev€p, the i rocks COlltl~ibute to soil 
form~tionJ AS in the case of' tile vale so qrees CSFr KiffDdra re 

ine hlE'll;::: Fotls cr':,-ce }"':"l-GO r lo0.'1ls .. 

ile dii'fereotiKtion. 
U.9~)~0 r profllc:o v.'hi.eh 
Tn~:lteY'i ie 

,t"-, 

to ~ola;:Jf::, 

feet or ~ore. Under 
teristic111y R yel 

h 

Grn-

,2, t'J t'lC' 1;\''::':1<:-n(::Y' 

th?t of the true 81 
n E'nv:i "'onment (CI-:Y:-l)82eC1 vi·i til 

and t~ step frost ~e8ther-
i~J in ~i0terJ ~hen t.eeted sno\:~, t 
)Po£,orti()!1 O:l~ ie l-';'~1te:ei on the (.fie h':~L;d, 

ian of ~e8ther~J rock materi on t ~)'t h£:: r .. 

from 
ye llow-lx~oi)\n 
rocke 

Pro~n Podsolic Soils 

on 
sletes. 

top of' t 

Erind 

is 
pl'of'ile. 
3 ir~ches 

to nek 8urfe,ce 
8. TJWI"L"..lV 

1 

pro recion bro~n 
ite or 8ondstoce, but 
Rqnges, t may be 

.A 
or YDOr-C' 

q hi 

;:.;on may vary 
is t' to 

tn so:ne !31"'C' -! 8, i'or 
on S 88 

~(lGd to 
El del)t 0. of 
8.11y ,st 
~Yhich 

12 inches tete q to B 
into the 0 l1oT'izon .8.t f'rorn 18 to 30}, s. 

y. from the hurrnJs 2nd 



so 
matter in t u.u:J:!r' };ori2:ons j '3nd slo'w 81 
8.tton of ay end Scs(~1}i-o:x::1,(ie;3 

but definite eluvi
izon to the B. 

These soils are rna colluvi in 
t tur'e. h. hOl')lzon ':ney be ~Cr'o~;; 6 to 12i 

grey to in colour; it me~ges J~8du31 
2jOn wi.th 3 hI' cle,y eontent to 

1f to 18 
01.' ;/6110,\;> 

heCl , of' 
(~lA,Y in t.he. B 

I01!,;' oltcs 
;"!fedi'cuD to It3ht 
horizoD., 

etil' horizon 

grc;] 
texture, 

soil.s iB 

, t::1ncl .<:u'e some-
tne b $ ;:)Dd 
into oVlish 

zone fr-orn 
H Pod 

of st,PuctU:r<e, me 
turn, merges into 

OJ~~' thesf::' 
tnto E:. rnOl""e compact 

c 
subsoil 

vvh Ie , 

soils :r;1~3-Y 

value. 

orr-)oslnJ • 

are no distirJct horizons, pnd 
fr)o:T1 :~ f'evl ties to 3 OJ:" 4 t~ 

of' t Be 8cils 
CtJ.USfJ o:t' SOn"l6 or 

de 11 t 
in 



354. 

(~ d1,ptences inJi.cated qr'~ the most ~r Ghle, 
ly t~e shortest, routes between t centres) 

YE!.8s-,}unni 

c 
c 
C ()on18-I,yiIT;~T!.i t 
8o\,yP 

-<1-unr) j. n C'; 

Crooky, f'11-~~\[lr;1 
(J'i,;:> 
(.:.lU"~ 

at 

GeOrGEl.) 
es 

8 

milef3 
11 miles 

EdIt:' 8 
mller: 

8 



• 

].€cto~ 

ndore s 

27 e8 
12 miles 
15 68 



• 

APPSNDTX 6. 

the 1J13" the 
o :t'or I'~':trli8tep ro.'::' LHn':~;fJ is 

eRt'~bli8hinJ citi€p, tcsns unle~,8 + context 
of' t Act r'e G cit~, 8 to~n or a vil-
1 red 88 so proclaiMEd ']-0'1':.'('(102 or T,~ini8t6!' 

tn 
ze en(J, t 

, on ~::3, 
these Bettlen~(:Dt8, :for 

to llccle:r"(:), l)y 
nott:f'tcF!tion t11 
t o rID 8 El.nd vt 11 

set ::::1.8 cit:i.es, 
s, ne thi:; 

ox' exi st.l cit eS J tCt:DR or viI 8. 

stet1.28 ,,)i) citier: f:1.ud t;i.) n8 i ~~ often con:cUGt:il; 
ever' , 8US0 under the 9, sod its 

em-
PCVI6x-'ed to ~)rocl~dx:: :l.I'eeS ~)B citt('f~j Fe"-' 1:t21'!()sc:s 
meet, and Sect i,~)n of' t 1319 so 
c1'.:<.11'n u:cb:::ntsed P!:3J~·t.8 ()_t ShirCf:i ::;.6 Htorns!', 
shL1:'e councils t.o 0n:201:'C8 buJldi ~"f::' :::i.tiuns in t; Iv;oreo~fe2, 
Sydney nn·5 Po,x-'t'em.!:;.tt,"3. '.";-erc :t'lr~,!t nc:ox'p()r~E2.t~:d ,9_fl Gi.t;tCE; under
spec!~l Acts in 1 n;j 1938, resgectively, and rema 
unde:c SIJeci ,Acts sirice, t Fun5ci of I::.t'oken 7?S incorporated 
\, d81e, }?:;::,t 

as 9. ci t~! 

elev;').i.:.cd to (:1t;:l 
until 1397 t 

, Gre1'ton E'nd 
,:rr~l ~~ 't 

ti 

ier, se~er81 centres 
~eWc86t h~d en 

s e own 01:' ,3D, 

Lette~8 ?atent, gOG Gaul 
con

':1 t c t,E've 
been t l;:),st c it~r 
in t + '-' !_ C;;'-,j 

n·()Vel'nr:';.-:;nt l\ ::t e, ~"" .'i' 

1 • S.;::; ,;\.ct. 8, tLe 
, 

a) hi3 S, 

c 1 ::Ull~'.t 1 ::::1)), 

lee) st 15, (yyj 
f; rot \ '" "'llj{l 

m~'lo"" J;; :> \1,,,,. 

onr<t t 

nr'oc,-l';I, 1me d 

f~, unCle l' t he ~."""=-"=,,,,,,""_~:..::.' 

t:1.0DS foY' 

s rl 

9 i"C'J it fJ 

:pJ.'oc1 
t:tynendrncn t 
f:lD;] muni':~ 

OJ,' at 

. 
> 

hos 

t (:'\',/D 

~11 

i:)f 



• 

(C] 18 aD in ndent centre or po}ul 
not l]. But;Ul''l.i, t:"h.e:r 1"6 8id~2nt t $ ~l, 
c::·)m;-Y~t"'!·'ci~").l ()P lnertttme, o:t ot)le:c' rnunici-

made q city unde~ ~ SP8Cj, 
settl~~0nt ~r 7ictori~ ~re YU;'; d iJrl -'-<~':_'L ,:":l,~ 

0-;-' t -]9, t 

c t t tes, t:JV:Di3 
-::7Et b"l t<:~~nent 

: ;:-ind 
1 ("'"','" . ,./ ;'- ~ 

must h~~ve an rtlOll 
le-nG t C' ,,000; DO 

h WBles 
a Se)RPete identity 2S qn u~bnn 

ce~tre, qnd in cODse'jUe~ce 28 of the 

lec:s t 

-

'-',t, ")t';-'~~< 1 ,,->;" R 

'-;10~O()O) f:~nd 

'Dust (jj :jed , 
excec','l j"n -f:l23.':l :: 8(~U;:-:1L'e mil(:;t:~ j 

nt to be distAnt More t 

:tlst 
lnc 

9 rnl 1'1 i:) um. r,) t 
t~nt house~olde!'s) 

revenue of £2,000 on 
n y, tc Dut E'ycee one E':::!_i11_i~J6 i.n 
the Y'oP[)d cn t f!ljnl:),":~l v::)1u_,:~ .. 

,n 
, at' .. ,juccDsl' 'cd I'Y; 

S!llrt~S to th~t St1te, 
but 
'11.11 

,c<.z: .J_ 
J L L, .. 

h n "",F-
'- ..i/ 

"n oLCl-ln-G !;"unc t1 
:3 c t J on ::. (1 E 

Coune 

are laid do~r! 8S i necess2ry 
1 0F ai,ties, t 10 Act lenvin~ 

to b()Jj"~<l:, ox' '>:::l~:C'.,~i such r.~I·e'~).G: C10~ 

(ii~ 80 ll'ovides t~let lIt 

~tiQD constitute 8 
:::;; r:iT!, rem:JJ:c e. Ci t.~'~ uuttl t~lC '}OVe'('r~ J2::"'-iu-vc'v 

it· 
tl1 

e:l:.m,':·'t;i " '2C::"\ ist rl,f.:>::i r1C;.-.·'lI. (: t'~ ~l.· u :~'!i::'C10 t;i ':)1 

ore 
to t 

t 
n-

()20-

un:3er' 



t o\'-r)r;~-\1)3 'li 

_1" ~:)e 1 <:'; :1 ',Y!!:;, '-)_ 

r"3.t 1 -,n 

of 

, ,/, ,- -,',
.' - .~ , 

"".t;c-~, q y' 

~, -1 .... - ! l' 
'-' \. --

sbaoe hS8 its o~o 

, l~ 

.: " 
-1 Pp ;';) ;"1 n 

1 

tes 

;\_c t $ ~"t1d 

('C, I::; trn:'ff' 

:; "C ~~-r-,,'11 <:-c; 

(yet:... '," f' - t ,J 'i~' g-'::-
rO::'Y'r,e'j, 0 

:rpCfi" 

-;'.~ '., 
--,;- -, 

""- U 

1 r l' 1 

")r 

i 

1 



• 

..:: ..; j 

i '1--'~ +- " 

~v • 

. c-,,_ :~, l 

<) ,., ' 

" ','c 

')- < j 
'; j 

-~~-~-' .;;.,~ 

.--, /" 

+ "-, ~,- y, - -, 
~'i0" 
:\ -• 

'1(' 

, "(~" ,." 
it 

-" . 

, r-. + 
.::..;..~, 

'I , ,J 
~, "('1:"'-" 



( < 

f , \ d) 

ent "J Yo , 
ti) 

i t e. 

, :J i 'n: , 

t,; i + 

1 ;; 

\1'-111 :-"0 ~', <"" -{, 
m.,"-' \; 

_c, n,t..'~c-:1 ~'~. ,1-."'::;0, ->: ')2-';-';-1 -'; /, -1 ,'-~71 "" 

• 

in _,w"l:,;r~"l-

1:)',J-~h ur-b r: D r1 
to'; {7 ox' t O'T'r' 

t 

"1"" 

:: v ')'~ 'YJ :';1 (: ;:~ ~-, 

C ': t i.f~<:; ( 

-{" l~ .' .' 
'~, ~ -' ~" 

. 'j 

oJ-' 
Yi.J.nJci~' '-1 ~ t"l tpcllv3.e 
CO}~l2J.ntt ~)_;:" GC.~ ;:I'<t-:;; 



t to.,'
'be ,;, 
~ 

" 

.C'ol-'.'Y;', 
Hi'< 

V 

A 
I. 

Tov/!'l 
:t ~~:: If e;J p6 ,~~::"5 J 

:t n F3 or~ t. h \',~ ==",' 

-1--':-~~ n1"\, ':::'.:'JJ:: n n,,;' 8 of t;';t;: ,,-YOpr] 
S f'icbt:ce, V;:"!.E':.,' so nJ)C~l 9.S t, 

c C(!:~:fui3:L/_:'n, f:;1.od i-~, 'See)]2 \VCypt lIe to 

jlv1.s1on of 

ic t Roce 118) 
such ):~_:ptshes ~:li:: 

1/;; h 1. c r" t' i_] ,-<.'" -'1' 0 G t ! 1; ::.: 

:Yl e _:'7'_ r~ 

~ te~~ito~li~l si 
se, o0e, found in 

e:~h~)s best ?vnide is 
J,":<:rr-" i.)r t t;;~b.' B.2 ~?c tel' 

locr,l /1t~rt2,7 -,\(;:;:; c:'f) 02' distr"icts 
0:'.:)1 :)::<!~lsh$ e cont '-'1 IJJ-

tovn ••• ir thi_s 2e~ss c i 

EO 

')3 ~:.-' f-: 

eel fill 

to 

In 

ancient 
;--, 2:J.S Crust te '; 

Q:-:l •• " 1:-'ut it iG _.'__ :ti-~d 
th~- ::',fletent dlvisiDn OJ-: 
St. 
t:L'YUi c: l;',:'ti l.-, ;t, 'de,l·>l_~!:.les 

fe,-:;t;; ti:Le l(~lttcr' 

, 
C: rl c1 

w~l ~-I_cti~n, ~)re shs t the ~.S.~. couutieea 
18 tfl';:,t tr' -'f:,~_-~e i:'tOrtt-l I):t' 

j"::;«J -::;~'";:;:f-- ttl ti e P'::nntt:B8 
the on tlSe o_t,', .:::11 CiL'('pi_::nt; 

1 

ef.'tep ItstJ.Y1..l 
Fetter). ;:it t;e~j, 

rj:n~ ~f var:j,n~ ch~r2c-

tel:" 10 ~'_;"t,l"'-r,d:; l"<;)t't":~ 01' tS-16 ccu:::':t'r"Y_ In 1,;::>,," ~-' : 

'd t ;.,' -~;e s:I t}1 r-:: C ()1)f1 

1.;,:, '-.4 ijlvisJ.on ot· 

',let l}X!'l.t, '-'Dt i to\'r~ 

':;"le ::leI'e loc::-:,]. iij.'rte-}"A'l-S .. • • 
"'Icn::'-;Yir;D t $ t i,':"" 

C011 [-,t:'- ct, d tovn 
1 d oP~ + 

ore ~[lor0snis 8 

.;.JS t '.i,'h t e h erl-t;; s 
Stete c~v_t it 

In 
lJDtt 

In the 

oi' ti': e 
o:f 



• 

" tt"lc 
fr~:u-"ve~, c; (\,r.' f; ";L" 

n j t vi.'3 J. on ~ ':" ,) ",.-; .':~~} .t~~ l' ", ,- t. -, ; 
e'c~ i0~S, 6 rilEs 1 -., j~s south 

b In C,':x~~,)rj,~",,~ j visi,',"D (',-{- c;cu't iu ~ 

f~1Jstr"?li::: .. It t'.)VjDstte, ,:-:180: t t 
t ~o such 0 Gite'* 

f~nd in 3.E .. l:o;·y,ts-; 
<::1U sr:l'lt' tl1i 
i,J 0 OV:::1"-St. re £3 8 S 0'-ne'1!!1L~;I,t 

C t i ye' 0:-;; f t 
U f3 ,.' ;:- e 1 .:~-. 

_relnt t'le 
but this 

J..c :Ptt:i.l~ tl)E;' inf'tx~'lJ_ct1,Y;s 
~1·r.1R.~t '11F~C~0rnR (1 

--~ ---,--~,~,-"~--",",, \' 

'3':1(1 lo,-:'JT",("j-';;}1 t'1P- ,,-.(,:.,:(1\ l'~t 'J:'I':' 
ton 

:1 l'Obi.;-t !',i;;ve come 

seiJ-

o 

t8 

, f':.}n e stte1:e:Lr :'Js::'?d f\:::;d> +.r1e 
~~tull sett~,~n,cnt n 1:. h C :3- 1. t f; ; <;> _,:; ,-I ,ye, :~~, 'i~ 'i ',;Cl o:t' 1 1 

ot' d}v'S£'2J:.'Dce) nd. 1 
sttu-

cP11.ed. D- n~:_me ttJ.'::;.t i.e no r:r-;~:'i~~; ':)t' i2, t y, 
loose ~:;_ted frorn J~':!e:::-'ic8, it r:-; 

8 ::livts1.',)[; (Y!:' '":> (;l,) cft It 

II'u,rt;'ibP e-vi,,5eEee t 
tit o\vn H 

,~', 1 ('\10 
('u out of 

';:Cic~;?r;,:)nd, C St.lC2": 

J<)v(-::rnm.t~nt E

o. 379 
~; n:t 0\'.'[',2 H) 

de-

Ii ~)y 1"'1).r·~r ;;:1_ t on ;-!is con-
tinued 11S~ of ,t in t 

.ley to 'l::x-itf.: t() ll.tr!}, 10'((1 L-_~:i.x-'ch, 'lei 

tel'ms 
Is.tt::;::, 

H T YO!:; C'j I~H:, c 
c;'nc1~ ~r4_ ct 

CU:-:') "cn::.l;::,' 

e d S U '{<'If;:7 0 I· ..... :}e n e:p 
. 8 1 ~ vol to 10, 

conST 



+ v t,~.' 

• 

EdUCf;tt:tOD, ;;,fl:;, in ti' 1 } the :fc)11(n:~tll~ )"f:2 

(t t :1.;;;'; 'C'[':!"nent) f3Cho ,Is f::X'0 pc "] c-;e~l in ""(.-., 8(,1) 

s I effectiv0 
1 
t e sc he ['8 

or one 

of' 
e rr-t:to of' 

s). 
:.) _~t~t~::~:~;~) 

14 yee-'--'s), 

1~3: stF':!""-" c\,:~<'i '':;l.~~,-, >-"7' .', 
,n (;- t e .':iGhe 1';:,: in t 

n t ~~ -<lre or;; '~1 t 
8tten~~:;:;nce the 

LSrou~p r·e';:j.Cr}i~8 100. 
thr0e s~98rate de 

ment s, th::_,t :l,~?, 

levels such as, l~ixed ts' 
tIt 

;JDr"l 1-' G f e',Dt1 Pl'im'?ry 

are not created if the effective 
e t ""'"c'(-lnd C;Yl>;:",ne;, ("7 ~~a - - "~,",," ,~.~ .. W"~ ,_,' __ 1;\", "r .;/',;1 

tween 16(1 6nd 320, but if' it 18 
mo~~ th~n S698rate' s' 

~insli8 

B 1) cnr 

one 

School:::, VJl1 -(iI"ovtde 
o~d2ry in truction (12 yes;s 
:f(yp ty'o OIl more ye~r8~ As g 'llDlmum 

mur:;t h'3.ve ex} E(Ve 

or more s in 
sec 



B '~'.'bove 'i;;:;' ''';,'(_ {+ ,y -_~ <.'__ -\"1-' at the 
13 ";1"3 or-

to be eH-
8(; niU 

Lce of: 1 
s in t2'l6 :':'l'ec,.sc'lr?:';:' thl"c-S, or 

attend-

0:C'E tn raIl cs,ses 

UULT,<"l~1 de 

pst 
16 

18 to the InteY-rl.edi-
at,e Geptif:L, __ ;,?i~e 3t~~l: 

bU.t \grhe!'e t oem:}nd 
( 1 :; :::::1" 8 ) , 

sts t often 
h :C'tfth s.!' c)_r!s8~~'S .. 

OlD to fol 8 
SO to 

1n technic ,. commer-
ci!31 stic SC16t}Ce subject2, 
bl}t in t ~et is ~·c Ie 

sc hool E:;, 0:(> e 
schools, :.:.ll.}Q 

ere some 
domesttc sCif';:nG0 hi, 

cultu s in t 
(~)r E eat"ip • 
\." - - '" 

~n·i YaDco, in the 
Ir'l't(J3tion ,;':..:L'88)* 
BPe noy cl~ss 

:J t 'C'G v:e_L"e t'\FO 



ClaS8 

Jin 

• 

T 

• 
• 

Cent 

Ei 

ment. 
19 

::( 
~. 

195 

6 

on 

1 

16 
10 

I'll?"x. 
r 5}diu8 

5 



366. 

i'\ srn::::,ll h:,Tnlct in 1'313, C3t:, in 8, IJt e everl fenn: 
oEcndee, h':;:;,; -bee'::mle or,'S' ()f' ttl.(: :I::::u,~,jJ'Jl :'1,:,.' '1 ~,;'> inlB.nd_ to\":n~~ tn 
;\JISt:r- ,_~.j ",. 

cl \;\"8.;3 

Too'.',' 

fi,~::.ure8, 8ubj("ct to 

follov-in~ t?ble Rlso 
Y-':;'2,l'i S'S 1 "', tt:~ ( 
r:~c t'l cu;:;:,l c t ;;_1 

e he-I :1 n 

bu:en 

T 

/j .. ve 

in 8 ,,;.over: 
\~,' e 11 1,):.:, t 

ecnGUfJ 

27,0 

,1 

1 7 census, t 

Ij,6 in ,,-ester-n 
ed to 2;3, ( 

19 census it is 
se centres. 1Ioreover, 6S 

Ot11€P inl'nC to~n is 
~esr's), ~~ in aDot 

• 

c enSl18 

, 
, 

, 

86 

16 

11 

20 

so 
t~1e 

Tl'.e 19 
\;:;:' 1 :l'~>7 

?0)ul'~:~1;)D ~&S ove~ 
( ,_- ti_ (.c. n :::> '::: 't' 1, :1.. :_,.~::'1 ;: n t, :"t '~'_'n 



i 
!'G heJ~n; ')Dj -nr 

, 
t:L-:-~e 'T,n' t berra 

l.t.1 191110 

!" ~ C 
.J.. ~"" '~, 

.';' -1 -1 
'" .~ 1,' 1 

rnr} 1 yf' ~ ~,c C,,-,1;'tLOrl'lJ;:e01th 
'n} e n t E.-, i-'-i p i-, o· h ",-.' j:; 

) sr-'Y' ~! 
tile lOGS of hUilli 

tot 
~uildi[18 sctivi \. 
cent/< t.~) q, 

~p~vj_ -ve J ,,-;,c the ')'J 

tl'1'2 '.!;'':'::' 0,~ .~Ieek 01:" 1_ $ 

1 , 
191+6 
1 
1 

• 
• 

.. .. 1 
• • 

e erl :~:1J;2 ':S S 
otb,~:;:' 20.°':'2::'13 

agencl~s weB Gt its 

• • 
-13~>1 
, ../.J' to Ii> 

13 ~~ • • 
• • 

1 r!, 1921$ 1.1 ;; 1 
(~- f; [~1,:; th. ~fIJ.l}_e) 'f'l'C)! 

Bt;:1tiEtt(~g) • 

t ?bout 

• 

~~;ij -V2~ eX!\j)Dsion h~s 
~0t it:iCl'C~ De In Co·,p1 "')DV,f3-e";lt:.'} ~~c j-vittl':;s, 

t .; p s ~::;tn_";) :,r:, _'':' n "y"8 irJt {~; t ;'!_C 

tn the 

:-'D 11 

ton, t )3Dt f(lc-t,0rr~'- '-:"r::: a 2)?8Rt 
e(~~t :"if,h:-:1cnt _~'l-' t 

inc: r"_:' '.: <it: 

,,'~u~t2 fY:; :::JJ (3 "'::.:1 C ; 

19 in CJ 
~31Jell n"t:t':)n-';':i:je c.:.'0<·'~~~i::-;~,t;t;}r\ 

C c-r:'Y"'l'22(,:C; ,.,~:t'i )~'~' 1, ,:)Y.luj>~! ~;1':"\ V"_ Q 

'1-------
:i;;:; ~,>-j7 i;()t 

cd· ,.j Q 
'-':j i .... 

, ezcll]rii[~Q fa~tl ~s, in 
rp0 or centr'sl sec!letqri~t9 for 

~I(;:C' f30ns cn t i-~,-:::~ 

of t11,(;. tot 

;::~C!: ).1.::<"'::;:, -1 j', -,; 'J/' 1:2 ,J' :.:;c" "·C~1 ><,E'~SJ.St::"·t-t8 

;~,nd l.;. Vj,:-~ittn"_J ''';-i'i' ,(,~-';'l1:YSY.!-"..',: 177 

i 

.~. -1_ ':2 -;; 1 , 
etc .. ,d Dot lie' ;~' tic; B 

i 



, vier's tr-10SC 

1. \/.::,1"(, C:.' 
! _lo_ .. _,-i 
\ ' -.;..j 

() :).'t c- J. < , 2.", 

th J.t 

• 

the :ove~~or in the 
C0me lute 1Jei~J 

Of.:';\.'. tOY:!f1 f.Yr 

to 

_ $ '-;-~ 1 t e :::: 
,_);-,--}(., r\ ,-;:. y, <,I 



1 

() 

, 
c 

,-)S<~ f'--' ()'-' 

-... ' 

() 

, 

}-:;vc 
Y} -'S 

; .', . 

8('~ t 
"'-'1'0 

1 

. . 

~ 
v~~'r 

·:::-t-',2:1.et 

. 'oJ 

A "7'~'-, 

"1 

'-

., 

-, 1 , 
',' ' 

, . 
-; , ,';, ()C: +-hf~ 

et 

+,";-' 



• 

1 
+ u 

• 



+; ,_ ~- --1 

j' 1 

/ 
1. 

( ,r. "'-, ': , 

n 

, 

-~1 

1] 

A A 7 

1 

~l 

1 0 
;1 

,) 
A, , , 

n " , <- , -
7. 

, , 
2~ , d 

r' -1 , 
A , 

c ,", , 
~ " , ,'. , , i 

0, ~ 'I " , ~ , , 
(- " ~~ , r' (~ 

" 
, 

'1 n r , r' , 
/ 1 , , 

A 1 ) 1 , , 



~ ,. . 
j':;' 1 n'H, ,-. 

- -,- u .- -"0 

,",' :') lJ 1 ti I"Y 
"'='f:;:~;--+-" v,," 

-.<;,,:tl ~;\_ ::-'1' 1. E' S 
rf' n-r:, !? -1 ("j i . _ 

r(\ot l~ Pr<L"" 
I/'d,-t-; ~,,-0i< 

.:r !_;tO~'if3S 

}?<i .. ~~~OJ'te~:> !-?xc. 
He ~;,t, 

,-
I' 

( b) 
~> "'-'-P 1 
'-., "-,~ 

- \ c; , 
y.,~·t -v:;[; ... ' f'-_y"ne'0.7: 

Yc:l":J.t'<.::, J_~ f: .. 

~ c 
!~ '-~' '. 

,,)f 

~ , 

"'J 
"" 

"I · , ,. 
• / 

r:,~ 

• . 
'" n. • 'J , 

{, 

• C, 

j j 
,j 

• , 

A 
!--: " i , • 

., 

r 

, 
7 , 
, 
, , , 

r;) -, 
::,,' { 

i 

..c; ..; 

~ , 

'" , 
" 

0.; 

j ! :,.: 

7 

c-ec ..... 
t:"je 

o:~~ 

• 
1 r-, < • 

7 

~' • 
I~-, 
; j • 

, 
• 

'\ · () • 
'~l • 

A , • 

u 
r. 
C, ,< ., , 
Ll 
;::: 
, 

[3 
~ 

f 

6 

1~, . 



the ".J"v ..... u uS ul' 8 e ntatic£} of t s 

t .. 
U.i select 

ences, excp 100 ive list Of'ITlE!l)S 

since t Be constituted fUD 

rese • 

tiL State 

Hig,,"T" C ReceJl"ds, Year Books, Gazettes, Ststisticsl 

iste~s, ProductioD and Oensus 

constituted stsp j ref"erences f'or a stu this nHtur~: but 

been orn,ttted t"}>O~l1 the lists, as so much literatu.re 

t ins on stu ID De thE'S tudy 

oted in the thesis, 

the sources er:~ :elJll~l ted footnotes .. 

lshed much tnfortnet ion ViElS 

from vate reports Bod records and for access to 

these I 8m speci indebted to t.)dies inc1ivi s or tch 

the :t'ollowi are representative: staffs of 10001 Nunicip81 

and .shire Councils, the VO.luer-·'.j,;m,er8.,L's :)epe,:rtm6nt (Goulbu.rn):I 

the ( ;:;Dd iJoulburn), t .lil3siste,nt Un p-

Secret f'Jr Loc:el GovernmEnt ( i<:'o.l tur'e Depal"t-

service District School InSpEctors 

) , sins ty 
, 

er:ea.j 1 



• 

TO'wn Intceiop (0 

neB • Ltd. (C , Btock Bnd 

88 92ents, and ~us sa pro-Jrietors in veri,oDs centres on 

t h6 South6.C'U T8b161~lnds. 

For conven Dee, t SOl}ree 'Jf:.1teri. is listed in two 

(This includes ~orks, mainly overseas, 

the i es ana ~r8ctice 

and pr'ovidtn2, e 

rnet \ . ; 

1/ sI6al 

3/ r Files 

4/ GenerFl and Historic 

AbbrevistioDS used for scientif'ic 9sriodicGls 

t to 

ogrs.phy, 

131 

tllose 0:[' the 



. '. 
B.4..T{EI]R, Vi. P. 

'Seouent Occtl.D8X1Ce of' ::t Boston Subur·ban 
r<O~~11"'"1'11' t:~-! I ",0;r""u··o. r'l""'o-~jn 'ITO 1 -;Z"\!11 191.1 v "." u. _, 0" , """,.=;.;.., !.-",'.y",c",' ;:.":;,.' ',.' , '.,.,' ,;,' 

Pl? 61-74: 

EJ'i'ec t 8 of 
. d I " . 1 81 e , vOCIO~. 

pp. 3h5-69. 

and T or I U. S « A., 

Urb8.n Gr10wth on tl18 Country-
R~., vol. , 1939. 

'"p}, Recent ,Jon tx-tbu t 1. OD to U:r:·OS.D Geography' j 

Ge05_<.r. Rev", vol. XIV I 1924, .PD. Li4h-51. 

The En."~;:lish Villa':-:)€', Home YJn1v. Libr8r2c'1 
O.U.P., 1953. 

BERNAF..D, L.L~ (edit'/l) 'The l?ields !3.t1d ~etbods O-f-' 802.i()lOt~.y, NeVi 
York, 1934. 

v. 

BOUC}~U, H. 

Pelicao Books. London. 

France et Coloniss FreYli&iSeS, Collection 
--J' --:C' 'r . ,. " ' .. t' P' san ~runnesJ ~lbralrl~ A~ nBJ~er, _ar18, 

1:-:136. (FreDch tavJns and rUl'al settlement 
patterns are described PP* 118-35). 

Socirjl Provision in Rnr€ll \Vil tshi re, lvrethuen, 
London. 19,52. 

tTo~n8 88 Rural Service Centres : An Index 
of Oentrality with Speci He nce to 
Somerset', publ. Inst. Brtt* Geo(},£,_, 1954, 
pp. 95-1°5. 

f~PhA ~~p~IRr0'rl" 0? CA~t~pl F~lpce,s len S ()u tn' . ___ ~ L~J:,/.1,,~ '" ',; .... _ ,",;'~,,! •• ,_J_ ,,_ .... ~ ___ ~ 

Vvest sconsin r, '}eO;;.!", Rev., vol. ](..1111, 
1953, pp.380-402. 



, 

o , Ht3.nS 

o 

CH/~.BOT, G. 

CI-ImiB.Al~T 
COTTTREUH, 

CHRIST JJ, VI. 

376. 

'Das agrargeographische Bertrachtbn3S~Y6temi;. 
Geogroohica H.s:1Y.9tic,Q, vol. VII, '1952, 
Pl'. 17-67, \'"Work on upoan b.ie r'8Pchi.6s in 
Canton Zurich EAt)'.} the Karroo rei-ion 01' South 

rica consulted in sumrn:n-';s! b;y Brush in 
,~ " ""'7 - '1' 6' lJeog:r·. ;.\.ev., 1': .. :1)":;, pp.q_ l+-i) .. 

!he Sociology of Cj.ty Life, Lon 
Co., New York, 1931. 

8 

s : li study to Ur-ban Geo2;rBphy', Indian 
Geo;r,r._ Soc. J. (Bilver- J'ufJ11ee SouveniT'), 
July, 1952. 1'1'. 73-85. 

'Urban Grfldes and Spheres of' Intluence in 
South Vvest Wales', Scot. iJ,eogr. lriag$, vol. 
LXXI, 1955. 1'1'.1.;.3-58. 

'Lee zones d' inflUEnce d 'une ville', congr~s 
internationale de GGoJraphie, is, 1931, 
Tome III. 1'1'. 1.32-7. 

humain-El f 

'[''''ocr~''hi n I''''e''''' of nities' J~ '" ~r~" ,.U ,,'_ V'" 

vol. VII. 1931, pp. 177-88. 
Ec on ,,_ Georzr. I 

'Shopping Areas of' the Near Southwest', ~. 
Gsog:r., vol. XVII, 191.;.1, pp. 121-9. 

:E, P. H • e t , 3., , ~r. $ CHAIJ11E:L' , 'I 

FIER, ~J., .!:ill!i....£!~Q.Bgl()me.r8.ti.2Q P8.ris1-el1l?Ji, 
2 vols., Presses Universitaires de France, 
P8rif:., 1952. 

Jena, 

'Rapports f'oncti.on61s bntl>~:: s E1gelomert~tt'i.ons 
urbalnes et les c es', Comptes RenduB , "".-- ~ ----Qo[!grQ,§ Int~~·n!1t.i.:)n.s~le 6e JLo::;I"i2J2hi e , 
~il,msterd(m1, 1938, vol. II, SectiGt) IIIB, DP. 
123-8. 
(Conte DS n of his cent ace 
the()1·y • 



COLEY, C4C" 

377ff 

The Patt.ern of' Ul'ben G·ror~,th: Studies to 
Sciecce ot' Society, edit. by G.P. Iv:::urdock, 

New Heven, 1937. 

'OhjectiveG tn B ·JeOv!)D ~Pibld Study of' a 
ComrmJ.nity t Ann. As.!2...!. ,iJJ!1er·. GeoL~'±>:; vol. ) 
1926, Pf.I. 102-9. 

'Sales ,~3.nd Serv·ice Industrief:! in LUGe County, 
Mi.chiee.iTl', Econ. Geogr'., vol. J{~XVI, 1950, 
:pp. 315-2Lt • 

D:':lr5'O'l'i~?An'Ef3'J P. 'The Origin and Growth ot, the Br~8.zilian 
'.i>:e of Tovns' $ geogrtt., Rev., yo1. 1:.:'01111, 
1938, • 379-99. 

" 'Rapports fonctionels entY'e lee agglomerations 
urbain8s et le8 C':t:';}·rJ s: un en 

s de colonisstion, Ie Bres1.1 t, Comntes 
!JAnd'lQ 00n('Tr'~Q l"ytPH[l':;;,l·i '-(1C:] ~ -1e (,7,)··'r Q ·n )11'e' ;..1.-..;, .'~,.~ · ... t· ~ __ .>".' .. 1,1, .. " ,.:""",,,-,\.).,,,)._t:: (.1, J,-,,~{, .~.'~'~ , 

lmisterd2TYl, 1938, Section II, lJp. 139-L}.Lt • 

tGrester Stockholm : A 0e 
pretation', Geogr. Rev., vol~ 
pp. 1.{,.87-:;OO" 

c Inter
XIII, 1923, 

Cornxtlorci Functlons 01' t Nuclei of t 
""uGJ.if~;h Conurbal;icns t, S·:)c:tc,l. Rev., vol. 
XXI, 1929, pp. 3.3-Li.9 .. 

'The M ts fiial'ket iir6~3.S of Bur::l 
St. Edmunds t , 

• 292-3G8. 
Social. Rev., vol. I, 1923, 

'The stributioD 
Ul'becn l:3ettle.rnent}3 of 
vol. XVII, 19 ,pp. 

Z';.tion 
vol. 

of' 

:t>"unctiuns oJ' t e,I' 
Ii;f3.st i;:3.', Geo~·'.,ra·ohy 11 

19-31. 

'The ts B.nd 1 ... ~8.rket Areas of :Bi9.St , I 
1. a , 

Econ. (}:;;o,·,\r., vol. X, 193L}, pp. 172-82. 



DOD(Il1, Sot D. and 
V;,'ILSOl-T, L.S. 

fJ i~. E,. 

1 G* 

t I .. 

• 

'~rjJ3 !\:~or)ph.oloJY of t 1;:,edt6v;11 Ge.rman Town t t 

Geof..E!.. Hev .. , volot XXXV, 1 ,P1'. 7L~-97. 

Cit,,/:_ B.epioD: er:,d 1l©_,:,,:,,1.Cit1SLli§.Dl, 
tOf},(}on t 13Lj. 7. 

The yy~t EU1'O, e8D 01 ty : A Geogre-ohlc al 
Interpretation, Routled6e and KegsD Paul, 

Loncion, 19::1. 

, 

'The Umlsnd of HOY,ell. Livingston County, 
!,/lichigeD f, FaDers :,:iehigan ./"cBh_Or' dciei'ji-e" 
I.X'1;S !D.nt1 LetteI'f:1 , vol. }J:..II '(for .. 1336)$ ~i3.37, 
I'P. 355-7. 
(S6o;Jraphers who SU[;86St the lJ.se of t r?ad .... 
turning method of delimitinG ut1ban tields). 

'Hist oric 
Roads of 

POI't 
YJ(II, 1932, 

*' pp. 7. 

t 1110'O() '"!""' 8 ")f}" 
... ..j,; ~ W'- "'~..L' -" <l 

]jcon. :'.+eo/i,l'., 
rrown 8 

vol. 
o:f t Carol:LnE:l Piedrnont t , 

I, 1936, pp.91-7. 

'r1otes on tb.e d nt of the cortogra2hic 
(!ities', Geogr. Rev., 
:P .P" 1 ..... ;::t).' 

'An al;:,rsis of' L?Cvj Ser-vl(~e Tr 8 in 
vol. Scottish TC)'1;",TI!? " Sect. ,Jf)O,:;r. L.§.g., 

1954, • 97-106. 

Use of TurDir:~L,s in 
Res6 " Rur'~:;l Soctolc\\;,r, 
P2. 3E)i7·-5. 
(8 sociolosiet advocates 
tux-Ding F],ethod deltrni tt 

C i)lYEYjU n i 
vol", 1 

use or roac1-
u['pen fiel ). 

The Urbf.:Jn)?attel'n :~_Ci!y I}l8.nntn.:,,~ and D€si.s..u, 
D. '\TD.n N'ostrf~nd Co. $ Nev,' York, 19S0. 



D , ..;' .. 

GISr:r\ __ N.P. rH)!j 

':~S':':T, L. i~" 

n 

rl "T' 
:; '2·. L. 

811(J 

'The Social Ane.torny of an tural 
Communt ',TJniv. of ::ilsconsin Arp::ic. EXPEr. 
B tt:.'it'!-'R§..§.~ull.*, I': 0 ... }~., "1';115. 

Ci ties in Evolutt,on, Wi1118Jrls 
LO[lC1 on, 19L~9. 

trcAVepE> 
2~\r8.nce , 

Ie mODc1e, 
PElri 8, 

19 • 

Q:r~b8n Soctety, 
19Li·8. 

'Eus Services, Hinterlands end Location 
Urbo,n Set s il1 den, Sg0:.ci()11y in 

':·\n1 E'l ''$ Lund S~.9.2--1;.Jl,,~",}eO?,r., Se 
!iullifJn Geography, 1\·1"0.3, 1951, J)ll .. 1 • 

B 

ThLVill£lSe C2illlliunity : w1.th f'ei'eI'ence to th§. 
.££i,Ei n ~'l[ld form of' i t~j survlv31s in Bpi t[3in, 
Walter' Scott, London, 1890. 

'Motor-Bus CentreD in, South···<;'est 
CotlsiJered in 8tion to ation end 

'Tovvn end Conrltry in I::rort 
gEl ° n1-' a..f2.QiL , vol. 1 

'Urban liint ands tn SnJl:=·nd V;' 
si 8 (;e3 f, ':Jeo,.B,£. J". 

C"A'VI, 1950, pj). 6Lt,-(38. 

'Eus S 
Hev., 

eGa In tile Eritish 
vol. XLI, -1951, pp. 

Isles', 

fS aine ~~ ~:,tionG of' C01)ntry '3,n(1 TOTf,:n in 
Scot"l ',Sc':)t. ~,£,,:1:!., j',·':ei .• 1 vol. 
~1952J l1P. 2-12. 

s : 1lo 
vol. 

Urban 
to 

• 

TT ...1_-, 



r, 
, " '.J" 

HliJ. 

" ".". 
! ''t*E to 

• 

1$evol11 t i on or 
.:<nd fI1!'ubnoT', 

,c, 

1 J}~3, 
t~d 

• 

, P>jul, fT1 

• , 

Ci tief3 of' the Sovlet: 1j'ntC)t'l t, .2:l0,-',l·. Rev. 
vol. 

'The Ir;' 
Ind,u-st, 

'Sex'vices 

: 1 

t 

) 

1931, 

of 
" Pub. TrL~;t .. 

tZ:Jtion 
v{Jl~ 

Dc:velo2lrv::'n't 
F:pi t.!_Qeo:\r:.~ 

tro::liz?_tio i
"', ,:\mf.::~:" .T')')T'C .. 60(;101, • 

,1 '1, .PD. -Q:l~3-52. 

3t:C'uctU213 ;yf' ~"r:~er·tcrlL Git.tes Post-

1 
" ,,;'tm'2{· ... Jo'J}'o. ~ ·.~c·lcl, 

p. 777-.-'------·· " XI~VI 

+ hr~ " ~, ,~ 
, 

• ;; 19:;2, ~? 



:; -;.,: t [j "" 
7) '::) 11r:'")'TT~-" 

-- ~-,-- .' _.) 

- '. /"1 _', 
,_ ~.J.;." 

T) TJ 
-, .. - . 

T L 
1:./ * ,,'" o 

• 

• 

ven eSl] economise 

Ie G,Pf£W 

<'1,.711e 
1 

n s k':', ,"" 

1 1 
.s. ,- tt 

1 

\ .: , 

on ::iistrt
, 1~i;_;;';f 

Recent Soc 

'/01. 19 

• 



, 
,. T: 'j" 

p 

nd 

• VI, 1 

OF, 1)s 

ON, 

• 

• 

• 

:::.V 

r'n j~.tn (J 
crjlt • 

1 

P-lU"'. of B1Jf_:tDe~J::3 ~~e8e 

Unlv. of p8 

ti ~3'woode, 



:J {.T .. L" 

s 

O.H.K. 
C~ D. 

• 
Problema dar 8dtGeo~r 
d VIr, IIeft 3, Sept. 13 

.. l_er's p~per contains 8 C 
':;,nd 

,:.) :Le 
:fer'f-:'11 t books 

0:1: l,,--pbsn 
:Jut 150 d.t :f-

The g:£,gl i:::il:1 Villl:,;~_COUf(nlntty, 
IJ)n(Jon, i ,3gL~" 

DS GreeD, 

Site, Situ'x'ctucs
ileo ~,:r():!h:y, vol. 

Inst ~ 
Stl 0:[' 

:i.s end 
vol ... 

of 
, 1 

,-' Y1 ~ .. 
:;~"' '-" 

Univ. 

8nd and 
• 41-

~~llt:8 f , 

19).{6, I):O:" 

f 11'0\"n ;;1 on' $ 1:''3 )r' i n t -f'r ou El8.n n t 111.1 
}\;o. 2 ~!ou,rrL81 o:t ti18 

S t , 

Olltlook; vol .. II, 
'Schoolof T'(),V:!1 

C , Univ .. 
Plarlnin3, og's 

1 1, PP. 1-11 II 

The i}eo ~I"Et-'Jhv oL1:5~Y:1.22, Hut 
Library, London, 1953. 

tison's Univ. 

toX's in t 
(}e~, ~r. li.ev' .. , 

'The Burmese ViLl 
191-+5, P.P~ 523-Lt·3. 

In 
1952: 

t o:f C 
19L}2, 

'The Origin end ad of the Grid 
Town'ti r}eogr. Eev" vol. , 1 
pp. 105-20l.' --

1 • 



th 

T • 

-?" .,., 

, J2;lI'U" 

Uk,,,"" "'" • E.L. 
H&t~:RI3, C .. D. 

vtr-onr:1Gnt'J 01 ty 
Arn2..£..!._G-eogz:., vol" 

Seven 
vol .. • 

• 

,Ann. J~ss. 
=-::;--r::;1 ., 

1 i-',!). -0:. 

don, 1 • 

the 1'\~:entteth Centuu (edit. 
Ivlethuen, London, 1953. 

1ans 
country 
Auric" Ex;per. 
19hO. 

ttf:; T'ributary Town -
Llichigan-.:3t8.te Coll~ge 
S'()eci[jl~ Bullet:i.n i ?O;~ 

s the com:s,osite !::"tpe£lS on t ( 01Jt 1 
b8Si~~ of sLx: services : , clothi 

tiThe 8ecJuboce of A.reGl ce a Sect10n 
of' .. Louis', j) __ Dn. ASi3 .. 

,~19.31, Pl!. 75-90. 
J\!'DE'l"' '" ':}e 081" .. , vol. 

'1J.1 he Urban 
I2ri t" Geop,r., 

on of' St. 
19::)3, pp. 

f~Phe Untneorporst E 
t A:I1f,:'rlcan Settlement 
J\mer. Geof.c(ll.9 vol" 

t • 107-21. 

t : One 
P 1c t J 

II. 1943, 

Publ. Irlst" 

nt of' 
Ann. l\,SB .. 
-pp. 32-81. 

tL~;tnCl UtilizatIon in riletropolttan -!tuc kl Ero_d '$ 

N. 2- Geo££., vol. VIII, 1952, pp. 30-L.J·7. 

f A ~ehe ory of 
~Journ. Social. ------,--,..,----pp. G?3-DL~,,/ 

etion for Citles', _ltr!1e~·. 
vo 1. XLVI, J'uly 19i.+O-iAay 1941 $ 

'The EatuI'e 0.1' Cities t 1 Ann. P ... 1)1,er. Aeao. Pol. 
and Soc. 8£1-$ vo1. COXLII, 19Lt5, Pp."-7-17. 

, 



"r ~" 
, V. ,i.; 

ID, • 

Cities of T,e,tin Jl1neri~, 
Cor2or,st.tO!l1 r:ew YOl'lz-.,t 19Ltl~,. 

i.n ~)i st a.nee 1, §.cot it 
cTr.;.~,n-.:p lisp>., vol.(l 1:J5,~!$ IiP. ~j-13 
'(~~ T)'~).- j-8 \;i'a"tt10n '1i.,~:~C'~,JSSC:8 t si2,niflcr:;,nc0 
of cost distance sociql distsDce ~ h 

to to¥DS, eS2'~ciql 

'StOC'k.hulm. 
Geogr .. Rev., 

~~volut; ion 
1912. 

Of' t)'Je "Ollt')t r ,,,, (-"1'~'m'l'Ylll'rll' t"-! 
-'0,. ,,~. ,J ... ,'_ J~vv __ .uu ~,,",. ~, 

ton, 

• • 

• 



5 
, , 

t 
, T"~' , 

3 

" " 

• 

,rn '·"I·t 
, , 

" 

Jou1"'!< 0:1 , 

I.~~eOC)t·>} 

- f:JC c:: i : , 

;; 1 
Z-C(}L.'d ed1ti~)n 

, , 
( .1:' ',~ V' -]" f, ::; ',}) 7 -1 

;')n $ 1 ~? 

. , 
,- :-', r;, ,',,;II ,_~ ~ '." '''''1(1 F"S4 ~, 1 

C ill $ 1 ':::;. 
,2 _::_t;:'~t ~H't:; 1-:" -c.::" '_.' ... , 1 

:'~-!'::f:' 'Jeo·(·~e;; it ~3 ~ : .. ; 1 

1 ::2 , 
Cr'J:},bs nl' ? 19 
..:v)""(-!l;~I"""-' (te, 

.. i , 

li1 (r , ' 

" 

~r.l A.C.~~, 1352 

o 

" LOCt::,ti In 0.2 the ~j_::}:in 

te'flf:1, ~run~: 
:3cule 1 H _ 

J. 

19 , 
miles ... 

t}. CD} 

or the Intercon-
Deeter} 
3<..:::::.le 1 



~)8 

" 

" " 

" 

II " 

" II 

f:i) 

""Le, ,~rt;h e li,,'I_lc: 1 
:-~::~ ~.'~"):::'<i, L;.tl-:. ::d1.tt'~)r.-" 

6 

Lit)~, ~-iitj,or, 1Q 

';: ",Vj._(;Cf:' :t; '_':~l:>n, 
::::ce;; r,,;"J.'- ~ <:'(i"i 1 

'(,'el1(::'1;~.~1::,.>' J j_:tl-~ e tt() ,:, 

Dt:C()C; 

19 

1 
C01J[Jty 

),~,)31::~J1-:~l, .'tV' .st, 1 
rtment 1:8~ 11 , aCCOD

in Old G~Jt,~l '~r::: _~[)ok, 
rn.':Ll c_,';:;: [:-";1iF'W(;'\10e., " •.• - '-~ ,,~ ,. '><' -~"- ~ ."' oJ - .. 

to 
;:30uti~er'n _:(O,':':'i'~i i'rL)n1 

$1 ,1 t3 

7':37, Sc e ill ;;~ 
or~$ J.-~". Deering] 

De p(Jl:tme'C!.t 
c h.iJ.tr: 2. 

:3"-)lltl.""ler'T) p»o~~,_ i f'pom 
'}oul £>lJ.x"n $ 1 7 , 

y_) -1 f! ;;;;; 

of' " 

t {) 
'-'" ,c""nt; :'-:16 n fJ 

C~-lr;tr~8 " 

C ocy \.!f l<"S",\,~ ~ SL16V'.i. ·3t8tii)[:S 
G_od PIELCGS:-' t'o:p C()urts ;.:;:1:' 
SeGEt'~)n ,1 7, :~'Ct, c:. iH ~_ :nilf:Cs. 

, 



!I 

" 

" 

" 

" 

, 

" 

" 

c-, 
i '" <),. 

11 

1';1:_'-'--'
: \,'-

" 

" 

" 

" 

~i .. :: 

1 

• 

s-r,y·t(:t, 10th 
.7;1:, 1 n ::.:::; 10 

, Sc}; 1 

LiCCJ:"l~1i od 
( h S tV; t s ), -1 9 

!.~~nciesJ Sjires of So 
, Y~:P:L'O,\i'llJ!nl;3; ":,r/j 

1 2, 3cF"\1c:- 111 

Ie {', 
':;:u[:11:-:, 

l'nm2:r.:t 8l!,1.:'i; S 
stle(>tS), l' 

• 

n-- III vi r; ion S 1'01: 

, 1" "~ 8" 

trict3 
~-;li16~? 

IS810~, Plsn Gozetted for Cl1G FP E'" ~F}~25, 

f'eet<t 8e 1 H ;;::;c.4 i 

T'.r'~,-~ Des 
Eeale 111 ::;:;: 3, 

Iv~i t c 

PIon, 1917, 
+ 
"'" 

, 



" " 

" " 

" " 

" " 

" " 

" " 

If " 

" 

" " 

" " 

" " 

" " 

• 
! ""-~ .,-, ,,' " ':-. 
\.l\-i":j,"~V~ J, an or. 1.1 ts of a Town 

" 

" 

!I 

II 

" 

II 

" 

" 

" 

" 

and He 8e~('ve 

mtlesl> 

Plr:3o o:f Pert of Jil",sluen, 1886 [(I], 
Scale 1 n ;:; 8 chFd.ns 

(:.2- 1l~69) Pls{D 
23 lotmentf3 
ne~3_:::," i}oulburn, 

~" tiOD or 
D o:C E"xw Eaw 

8c81.e H __ 8 ens" 

Survey (int i ";)r the i out of' 
a tov,D) of of' 130vint , end 
"part 01' the r~o-~l.(l 'f:corn Y:3.SS to Port 

il1.ip, 1840 , Be 11i:,.:; 8 cnalDS. 

7\ , , i'or the V1L,Lb,j!,e 

EowniD2" 1 oLl- 1 $ ;:3 c 1 II __ ns. 

an for thE: VtllE~ge of d\ivcod, 
1 ,Sc e ill = 8 c ins. 

Plan o:t 8i to ':"ttld Desizn i'or 
01' £!,pe lb~::Jnt~' '1 1 ()71 $ Sc 

t'w Vill 
111 "'~ 8 

Pl.3.n of' t Village of Bredeo 
Suburban Porti0[lS NOR. 112 to 162, 
19S9 t Scn16 11t;::;; l.i tUg" 

Plan 01' t ~f :EulloD;3onJ 
So 1" '" L~ 

(E 9846) P12D for the VillaJ8 
E-uneeLc1ore ne;}x" leoree, 1 
Sc;)le 111 ;;::; 8 c 

of' 

SurV6~l of the li.ese:eve oi' 
r,uu"'.f~[dore!! 1837, BC'-J.le 'lit =: 8 
[Surveyor, r.Tit .w"'","".l" r] 

(E1-T93) Ple.l1 of tnt 1'0"\]'_ of 

, 

~un~onlSJ 1632, Scale 1" = 8 chsillS. 

::Je s i LD 1" o.r 
1;359, Sc:"le 

of Collector; 
111:;:: 8 chai~lS. 



II !I 

" " 

" 

" 

II " " 
II II 

" " 

" " II 

" II " 

" " " 

" " 

" II 

(N.8,\N.), ";:J} 01' the Ifillage of C()OnJE1, Lonaro, 

" 

" 

!I 

1 1 SC:f-J~C 1 H :::: 10 DS • 

.::)esign for 70VTl of' 
1 ,Be ~).le 1 If ;:;-; 6 che.ins" 

1' ov,u iIi 
:3c e 1 H 

P1Elins, 
~ ,10 chains. 

O',e 

1" ~ 
['111'11 PI 

~10 chatns. 

chatns. 

, 

ns, 

(N.S.v"')(J Country the N'ew 

" 

!I 

" 

" 

!I 

" 

" 

end Old 
~:.le 1 It 

ot' Ctoul1:;.urn 9 1 -3Lf- 5, 
8 c ins [Sul,;ve;/oJ:?, 

J. c., Y'merj-

(} 687) 
f}oulbur'n 
c i t1S. 

];>l8.n t'op 
PI tH1, 1B29 , 

of 
!I - ,-

./ 

(G 6878) 
(}oulburn 

Flfll1 f'OP 

PI DB: 1 (529, 
T(n~,'nshif> of 

iff :::: 5 
c • 

(G SOGc Des / of Vic ini ty of' 
:::;: 20 chEt:lns 1 -bu ron" 1 2, ,(3 c e 1 it 

(~-3urvey or, Vi. ~\ 1I i}r,)ve t t] 

(G 8001) PErrot of the 
of' ')oul·burn d the 
re12t situsti10 of' the 
[ 9J q~p18 ill - 1 iJ DS. " , '-'--".-' -' -

" 01."-" \...:r -,4(;(.1.) 

da.:r of' 

Sc e i1t 

P18.D of 10 
Vills. 

~::; 20 c ins. 

Pl~H1 
Go:.,(l 

ins. 

tile t o\<iJn boun-
8, 2" '" 1 • 



" " " 

" II II 

" " 

" " " 

" l! 

" 

" " " 

" " 

" " " 

" " " " 

" " " 

" " " 

1. 

) Cali 
c hE) "1 n s. 

or the serve f"or a 
'-:'['00, 1o~-7, SC<~) 1° ~~ 8 

t 1 
e 1lf _ 

PI';:!!:l rye' thE:- Vil 
1::3':7, [JcE;le 111 ::: 

0:( the 
1" '" 

1].1. GIlfHD-n] 

c 

(17 1187) 
Lql'bej:'t, 1 
chai.ns" 

~nj ut' t h.e 
(?] SCEle 

:fOl:" the 
et t 
i1"1 tr.~e Count::/ vI' ;,:~~ ... 
Seals 111 -::;;;; 0._ (~i:i8'tt)S. 

Flan ")i.' 8. Vil 
Le.nds ;!3t 

C LB .. 
, 1 

, 1 

of' the Eeserve ol' 
at' I- i oflL',clrlovie, 134·1 s Gc 
ella.ins. [Surveyor, J. 

Plan o:f the 
c 

Plan 01' tb,e C()Unt:r~T 8t the 
Cro2s P18ce ( to 
tSI'ri 0 8 on the Ne~ 
fr"om i':Elr'J" to Je:L'ili 8 

Vtll~4~~r:

ch:;',ins. 

• 

net 

, 

::; 8 

it: _ 8 



~,. $ 

" 

" 

" " " 

c 

" " " 

T','i""):; 
-~~ ... ~, 

" 

" 

" " " 

2. 

, 
,,}, (lert i 

'iE"neI'Sl 

Pl,~tr} 

1 q 

fop th,£;; rrC)";l;n 
;:;:; l'j C s. 

of C 001'1 f) ? e 
1952, '3eEr,le 1 it ~ 

ers Tov~'n 

n ot C ,;:lb1.~FJmu rra ~te on CentI'e, 
$ S C '.1_ 1 H _w 100' *' 

Pls.n C:::' Isl~).n(J 

Be e 1 fI :::::: 

Tov,nsh 

ne ;'/'icrke TOV,'DE;11 , 
• 

C:r.~ool(ye-113j_",t,:, ;1'-"llJ11 

fie,:; 1 II :;:: Ll- rnj.le8" 

T'.JV'JD 

'-':J_,:::' 1 It 

or Co\'\ 
s~ 1" = 100 ch~il18. 

. } 

of G):; r',rlf) +, 

1 • 

\uf:::tx,!?li::;,n GE-j1.~,t t,~l ~Cc<r'Y't t 1 1952, 
Sc 111~:,: 2 :ntlsL'! 

• 
! :'1 
\'.1' ) 'Vlll "yf' 'C', 1 
:3c 111 :::::: ~i ch.':~,ir,s. 

72) 1 

• 



( 
\ 

" \I !l 

" " 

" 

., 

" " 

" 

• 

( , f:;P2[:> He:' (::Ci e~-:: t t.:';l 
I~-dic0te~ Po tiOll 

Deo;;:,1t'L s, 
GenIc -1" "_ 

Villi.~( (: 
S-J,1:"u~<b 

of' 

• 

-cd 
-:n:'cls, 2nd ejittor;, 1~1 

-1 it _ F) ,-::lla:ic:;;::;. 

C 'j"' 
"",,"-' 

J: 1J13i 

1. ,~<r' rue ';(1 c 2,,·0 

L~nYJsJ editl-T:,l 
·1!! ';, Cil';3 :l,n~;~ 

tT1 "- n \-)f C 
~n(;(}B 'i ~ 

;; Scal.e 



" 

" 

" " 

" 

" " 

" " 

II 

" 

" 

" 

" 

'I 

F\ '---'T~' ,-, 
";\..-" ,'-' 

\ 
• j :; 

" 

.. 

" 

" 

o~ ton qn~ SU~G~bGn L.0nds, 
r'n/:; cdi L 'j,un; 1912, f'j(;8_1e 1 It t.i 
::> 'Lnd~ 

,'" 1 .f-., 'jD 
'.,1-'-"", 

,:,,"\ .1::-"'1 ::-,1-. - -
-l+:_~'r', 

, n .. d.; iH;;:;: L!-

ge of 
L::;_11(I~;:; ___ 

-';C~,. i ,. 
~'~ c. ¥,,', 

=.<-:, T>};3 $ n {~" 1 :1_ t :1 
1 H _~ 1~ cflPdr:Is. 

Toy 

1 n 

, 

Villa~e of Sutton and 8Utll 
-';;'k-' __ ,;, ::;:J,":'} Ec\tt:l "n; 1:; ;; 
-:.?C:_~l.S itt ~ P, n /:::''i.r;_s. 

",-,- '-, ,~ ,'. 

L~th ed:ttt _'n, 1 

. > 1 

_'-1_6 

-8 

5111:::::10 
ins .. 



• • > 

" " 

11 It " 

" " 

t· ,-'Ln 1 , 

-, -
r::~ 1 }.,,",l '0''::'; C'.)un 
;:' r r.::' f::' )-\ ',) 1 ,~: ': D (i 

1 H ::::::: q C 

" I;: " ,', .. , 

, 1953, 

Vt11e<-,f:" 
-~ LJ C " - .~ i" :::.: '* 

}:-r-::'J1.c1Y'ood , n.,(5. 
1H~~'i_ l_t:s4 

,)i-:,ct 
...) If 
1 .-

3c 



, 
:Public 

1803-1 t3 

Sydney' .'Jio.t'n.tcl'::j Her::tld,f:)Y'10I' to 
v~l" rr no. 1, liPl'il 1 d, 1B31-

1870-1919 

pt. 

AJJstr;;jlt8D T:)\"c '~'nd lJoU!:1try t.[)l)11t1)=:', 1\0.1, 
June 25, 1919 (ce 'E'FJ ~~)bl1.~·~t1oD)~-

1863-1, 

1898-1931 

3D)] Bomb818 ,--
}~~x;pre S S) 

I, no. ~1 • • M : R 

, 1 

M : R 

8, 1870-



1899-19C5 

1 

• 

R 

Districts General ~dvertiser, 
"""'It 

Deily News
o
_8nd Er'aidi:vocld Ad:~j?!,,-'ti;3.t.£J YO't 5-11L~.1 Feb. 1 

1859 (incomplete) 
22, 

M 

1859-1 2 

67-vol. VI 

1 1864 

1898 

th one soother", each is 

1899-1907 

) R 



yel .. 

1 

tltltlec 

1 :377 

"'."-,1" .', ~.., 

• 

1 
R 



'i 360 

Alpine Pioneer sud Kiandra Advertiser, 
/iug. -24-Dec. 2-6, 1860 ( t"WiCe-8.-v'jeek.1 

1360-'1362 

.. I, no. 7-43, 
(',~'"l nl c:;; t C,.) \ 
-"!,L~.l,.V vv, 

{}olden At:e onel Gener'[Jl iJlverti sex: for' the Di.strlc ts of 
~ue2..D1')e;\n~Hl and hion:~:,ro, vol. RIl $ no .. '120, Se;;t. 1~;, 1860-Dec II 
25, 1362 \wee]dy) M 

1899 

Queanbeyan it~!'e v:'i th 
Obsel'vex", 1 B99-

1905-1907 

Yass Courier, tJ1U1C 

wards amalgaYY1(JtE'd 
~une-C;ourterl 

1866-1877 

inCGl' in 

i~; 1.nccx;)porated 
) 

• , 1905-Dec. 31, 1907 

20, 1857 ..... 1862; 1a9 • 28$ 19 • 
th ~s E,Y..eni~ ~~ribune to form ~ 

South.r::J:'rl J\r':7us. Prtor to J'une 1367 '}oulhuPD and Yl:lBE\ Ar\~U8, 
1866-7; 1870-1877, CfOulburn (twice 9nd three times 8 week) M 

1899-1907 

Y8SS 3venin;J, Tri.bune 1899-1907 
~1ror1 Agril Lt , 1929 amel;]e,;-nsted wt th X~SOUI·1.r:.'!" to f'orm the 

R 

R 

R 

Y§ss Tribune-oourier' R 



1 

Yass rpr·ibune-Courier, Lj" 1929.... I,'ormed by 
of Yas8 Coul'iE:r end-YB-58 5venJ.ng Tribune ( ce-s-w6ek) 

ion 
1:C 



AUSTEALIA -

Handbook 1'Ol" Ct3,nberr-B I:.'~e·'~llBs 1939, Gov,t. J?rinter, 
Oa.nberra, 1938 

Handbook for OanbePl~a l\;Xeeti 
A Natioo's OSDital, ed. H,L. 
histfJrical ltst 

195h, see CEulberra, 
te general and 

:Results of' 1·':::1.i01'8.11 01J8l~rvati,()ns ~113de in l\)$W South 
~----- " -----\~{81e8 (191?=1~hLk) Dist:'icts 70/71 cornpl'ise the 

Southern 11 gblelands , Govt. Printer, l,;'el bourne 1 

19;;.8 

0;;' 
J?tr-::ure·s, no. 18, 

Ol,' ( 

'Sn01f;y Wat.ers', E,acts and 
" 17-22 

'Snowy I\~o1Jntains A,uthority' $ F6ctS and ]J1jglJ 1''SS' 
DO. 32, 1951, • 51-6; DO. 38. 1953. pp. 61-5; 
DO. 41. 1954, • 1.j9-53 

OF' R:~COliSTRUCT ( 
i Snowy River_'lFilley; l")relimine,r"Y 

investigation of resources, Canberra, 1946 
(mimeogrfl9hed) 

AUST~(i\LIA - ROYAL GOU~,,'~I,8SION ON :B10R OJ? (}oVEP.NMJ';:NT 
OF COMMOT'7\{{E,ALTH Report of' Commi ssione,ps with 

2P:pend:i.ces 8.nd pl3.nf:~, (Jovt. nter, Sydney, 1903 
(Par1.¥fper 23 of' 1903) [,John Kirkpatrick, 
ChaiI'm&r~ 

Govt. 
190;,) 

t to report ••• r6~ort on 8 ~roposed Site 
C t at DalJct.y ( th plPins), 

""rH1P", 1903 ( 1)8-Pt:' 1'1 52 of' 

BHOl-iN, InA A., 'Strr..,tigr-8)h;y and StructlJr'c or Silurian 
Devonian Eocks of' YB.Bs-Bov.'DioG Distrtct', J. r~oy. 
12.00. 11'.8.\1., vol. LXXIV, 191+0, • 312-41 



BYLEB, BOlD. 

G 

IN, B .. 

A Reeonnaissapee o:f' .1be Mq:gnt,.§iuQ1:!LrJ2rt 0:[' 
the l~i vex" I\l1l££f3,LC[3-tel1.men! in l\!~Sou.1J:LVi~ ales, 
comm~ Forl~': E:tr-y Bure8.u Eullet in No.13, Ganberra, 
1932 

'The ;~ountains of Easter!) 
Effects on the Native Ve 
Soc:. N.S.W •• vol. XLVIII. 

"'",'".;:.h",d3". .... iJOI';'t:,.',;,;v.-s;rstems of th§l:" Monaro TIi th special 
ref'ey'slJce to Soil E.ros:ion, Govt. Printer, 
Sydney, 1952 

'The of t ollon:-}illy vcr 
Basin', PX'OCk 11.nc. Soc. H.S.;i~, vol. LV, 
1930, pr~381-5 

e st·or;y at 
vol. LVIII, 

'The 

~ith special reference to the 
(1 r- nr (, A , T }~ .. ,Y\ I F."' .. 00.. ")<'." S • Vi • 
,,1''>.-' "" b'-' , ~';:~""rl"';''-'''~..::·:,;-=,,-:,,",-,'''"-=-,:,;, 

, DD. :;;6~-7h 
"",.. """ J • '~. 

'The C 8.1n's l?lst I'A Belt' Ann. ReVt. 
Dsp. 'j n .. N.S.Vi .. , 1928: P1).107-8 

OJ Leases 6f Mount 
A~ric* Gaz. N.S*~., vol. 
~---------

01 e ·of' t Ye8S-0 
Co:nIn" :Eetc.;orol. FUI'. Full etin, Eo. 7, 
.l!rinter'j:~lbourne,. 1910 --

vol. 
thUl?st f Geogr,s:phN 

1 L),3-Lt 

IV, 



• 

t Studies in 
If.S. , Pr~oc. Linn. Soc. N.S"VI., vol. Li..vII, 

19~.2 p.156; voltr LXVIII , 19f..}3, :91) .. 159-83, 
vol. 1Q I,7 n A7 .~""'" ; ",,--rI1..,'-"'W''-' 

]!11at j 

Proc. 

c. .J. trrhe ts Ca.ptf?,in ts 
N • .8"Vit'l A/sien rust. f;~in .. and Iv!etallu£..JiI 

Se2ies), ]>;0.122, 19L1·1, pp.l{"5-64 

j, ( OF) f Geolog;y of' the L-9.ke 

: R. von 

I,:'line at Capt t s Flat t in iX6010gy o:r 
AtH3tx-stl:t,;;,n Ore DeDosi ts; }\/siaD, lnst. D. 
and r,!letallurg. (}'ifth Btnpire 88); 

vol~ I, 1953, pp.910-20 

'Notes on the physl and geoloGY ot t 
F Capital Te~,:,rttGry , t 
(1937 Report, A~N.Z.A.A.S*, Sydney, 
.Dr. ;jlf. ..... 8 

1937, 

!3ciusko', Proc. IftnS_ 
, .. 39-43 

TAYLOH, , Rercnzt O!L.a -zeo10?_ical rf.;'COD-
n,.:dr:\H·'~'nCA Of' f'hp 'H1e(Jero::;;;.1 (Pp-'-'Plt'nn'\r* ~:'¥ith -_~ _'. ,_,,_ -..., v __ ~'" __ ,_.,., '-A~ .I.. v ,-. _~. __ , oJ'"",,., '" V _" '" 

.§.P8C tei_l r~:~':t'r:1 pence to -Slv,?rllable 1::11..1 1.1 ding 
materials, Govt. Printer, ~elbourne, 1913 

, H.H .. ':F'lora of t Table Lsnds f 

The C1 irnate of' Ganbe:C'X"a, COrrriYf .. 

Can'ber:C'8, 19J+6tmimeo6 d) 
te 

es on the Iaease Secti~n of t Hume 

I A.H~K. ~et8tion of t 
PlateEu t ( I '2:he Pl.s.nt Cornmuni ties, Proc. 
Linn. Soc*, N.8.1,-~-.$ vol.. I, 1927, 119* 87~ 



cli,O l3;J;.T['S, l: • 

p 

:"3 , c. 

, 

8 of' the 

Gsn 
J\~ rOi{ Soc. l~i*S. 
66 

'Bu::'n OD 

cal '['onment t 

A FE1.tion t s Cef~' 
CEu<berl'n, ~19 5h;1 .1 

'LeJldsc ftf18 De 
221-3 

ti1e 

, , 

VII, 

• 

ot' the Scuthe.pn 

,..,,+ f 
vV 

Govt$ Printer, kelbourne, 1910 

n,> c;r,,,-l t. S ' , 

1 a98, 



'~\" ' "1::r 
'ji 

en; 
'c •• 

• 



s .. 

• 

t 1:1 i: '<Y['U2 Vf; y:' ;; 
ntf},":; ;JDe;::ry i 2 

1c: , . ;; 

i-I 1 ::; t, G r:;/ 
(Pull ie 

on j,)l"S 

I·O:r~ 1 2, 

.. II: 1 

'j,}.l.}Xct 02 ( 

C -~ 01"J 

. 

--"1 Pi-: : 

lbonr'ne], j:)vt. 

. c 

the r- jx~i8t,er' 
j., 't t 'Ie 

1 '':' T:J , 

F'3 
?d tC) 

C~rj.t81 City : re 
e 8JHl report 

f'or .r'e 
, }o\rt... 2r'i 

0* 1 7 ot' 1 '2 



],',y':.:-'L t 

1"'"0 ... 

.rnc, 1911 

P:2 J" ' .. T

'1 

Tll.e Peeler 
',,'e1 i ':1.:}~' ,-".~ 

--(l'lt t ('-!" 

+-<"'j '::)J i::Jt 

i.'"'' :·.':pt tou(::''l.: 
'1'1 °oJ:':':,~-:!)q 1,1 

, 
'.\'::- T, ;; ," 

1'116 ( 

-,~, t t.>: 

or: 131 
" :,) ) 

',' '.; C :.'. ~:.1:-. ~:;;' I' '[' I 
,,1 
_ 4,. Ii- " 

'f-

, 

5-

, 

, 



, 

• 

t-CiittOD c:-nt:t 
, }hC~T. [ 

ROYJ\T, OOMFTSST01'[ ON SITES POR l.'R~ 8ri;AT OF GOVERN1vlBNT 
0:8' TILE COlvIMpNVYJJ.iALTH, SUf'r.l(j',Iicnt to re~?o.rt ... ., 
r':: )ort on .:;-: opOS s :for the 

i}ov't'¢: PriDtS'l"", 
1 ,;) ,'"\ c ..... , " \ 

1:;'0':;) 

SNOlttY RIVER COJiIIMITTEE, PrVl'V;"C' ... 's to 65 
_tLJ.V81'" : Re-port 

tceps 1 

the OornmoQlne 

(I-IYD;:ZO-'H;LECTHIC SUB-COIvIMITTM) 
sttgE1tious 'by tnte,r-ste_te com

o-electric sub
(m:l.me 

COYd"TISSION, st use of' 
Rivert, ITsition '8 T.11oruEl of~ the 
21st Jan., 194-E~ 

• 
" The lUTlE<pican 

.206-8 



CUR 

t.'\; 
~ ii. 

".. " , ~·1il~J .. 

• 

Beck to 

orst beyond t 
J. 1:0'1. i\UJjt. Hi8t~ 80£9: 
j)P~ 1-36 

Eege-an in 1798', 
vol. VI, 19 , 

• 

tGtrattcD 
etty eouDcil fo.'!? 

, Di ~"t 0"" T, n'tpp-1 <,")"':]' 1 ~, c~u. _ ~ .. J _~ __ \ ~ , 

ce of' 

[CEJDberra], Comrn .. Co of 
, D(,;c .. , 1951 

• 

's outh-::"-I'D 
De -1(0 

sea 

'The Sep;t of Government' [Csnbepra] in 
Ceuberr8? A l<a.tj,on's CEn:ltE~J;.' enrlh" 

for Canberra, 1954, pp.~6-80 

'ThE Grov"th of e Ci [CsDt:e:era] in .Qanbe~: 
J\. Nation f s Ca"£'ii te,l, 2:1':_ .'lfH),dbook i"or 
Canberra, 1954, pp.33-65 



, 

'Old C 

St or 0 

• 

12, 912~ 

III 
IV 
v 

VI 

" !I 

" 
" 

1EH32-3, 1 

Dev!310 . .:.::'me:nt 
at 

i , 
Dec.. 12, 

• 1 ~ , 
li'e-:o'l 12 s 

1313, 
191 
191 
191 1 '::)$). 

19·1L~., :911. 
~1911i, 

1 

1 

1 1 



~ :1i~srant ttler u], Setltl!3rs nnd C<)D.victs : Recol-
lections of' SL}rteen Yee::·.s' L:sbour in the 
'AUS~11.SH1 Eael.t.\i'/ooas, London, 18Lt7; renrinted 
~i65;::::; inted .9ti::761bonI'new 1953 -

'Note 
vol. 

E, 1902 

J. roy. Aust. 
vol. ,1, Pl? 20-97. with 
~Y9. [97-107] Li'. DOVid on 'The 
of MJUnt Kosciusko' 

on '}uDrl 
• , ' 

'lTote on 

trfote on the ngyne 

, 
Grest Sou Hoad t , 

Soc"" vol. • 1939, 

Soc iEil Surv§j! of' Australi.8.n Cities 
[Binder's title] 1 Mitchell LtbreJ:.~y 
(the map of GouJJ)u.rn is dated 1859J 

-1\ PrelimiD:Y['Y ol.lr'Ve;? or L'"3nd Cle.ssificA_tio'C.l 
fJ.nd Utiliz-stiuD in the )'LustralistD Ca-oital 
'i'er.r-itor:y, Govt. PrInter, Canberra, 191t6 

il-.ctivities in the !·1.,.C.1'. t fJ in Canber·ra, 
i't- Nation's CffCd tFi_l t , HB.nd'book for -
OaOOe1'1'8, -1954. - 196-206 



L 

• 

's 

'Canberra as a City : 
n,-' 1- dem 0)" ')()9-?O !:1. d _0 __ '_<' ll:." G~. _, __ 

tors ()f 

fO 
19 

Grows tID', Ge 0 n;r aph;r, 
, p:p" 1tJ-2-3 

te B.nd 

• 

the ltUetr81ian j'1,,1"))8, 

of tTanllary % Febru2_ry 
1 A4h - , ... ..1./ 

Q1Q_)?toneer'ioH De,\/·s 
Goul burn, 1907 

in the Sunny South, ---, -. 

'Old Southern st tt, 
~O;t", Aust. Rist. §.£.£II" ;j- X-vrII, '1 , 
lYP. 1:;7-B2 

Ci 8 to 
Etf3tsr'D. ie. 1 

'-"'==_'=_"'-' $ vol. I, 1941, 

to 

, 19 

• 1872 

JIOSCiuS}:O Ste.te Pa:r'k Act;t 19Lj.l±, Govt. Printer, 
Sydney 

PeT}eY's refroeetin', !,he splect.lcQ O~~· p site for 
governme~of the Common\'I}e-::llth, Govt ... Printer, 
Sydney, 1901+ [A number of' these re te, 
to the hlon?ro on] 

(Land ~elo-orlent 8.nd f30!,tlc::rneot C~r!:ittee) 
South Qoast and Konaro Teble190d; report of 
official comrnittee on irU:3pectit)t1 of .l\~onar·o 

South 
ey, 1 
edy] 

Coast districts, Govt. 
• [Oha o:f 

The L'loD~ro-S~th CO:::tst Rcg.iQ.:Q, - Prc;lirnlnaI'~ 

~1ll::.£28 S1J.rvey, 8;ydney, 19':50 

s 



"!>",. (2 
1'0:. -"" . • F 

;,? n . --,' 
..:~ 

, . 

.:;:> ,;" -, 'j ~ 
, ~""-

(2::,),-,,1"'1 SE _C,-_ rl.(-;-,2J 

1 

~ , __ f 

'I S,-: ~~ '" !-. 

---0 "" ~ 
/J. _;~-L,,_; 

-, , 

to 
iJ'\.' ood, 

'1'--'»:- ':::-.; .,& 
, -'.. -.-:-~: j ,.. 

, 



f, ~," 

,II 'i 
,':1, rn 

" . 
,J • 

• '''1 ("~ ~ 
) ',\~ :; 

, • 

, 

. , -'" .~, 

'J; j" 

3- '-" 

:~'2!' ':J , 

.-: (JA ') 
'-J 

", c"{- Y.1 
< "". ,~ ,,;) 

• 

• ITT: 1 
,~_ f , 
-,\ 1,\ - ,/ .. 



~i.;'~:r -r" ~ .. : 
,"'"'" p ~. _f·: 

, 

, "' rp 
:;...;~ 0 .. 

f),> Csn tp,s; u:-:: ~e,:n:<t:i(:J f [C:::U1bepp::;;] fj 

1.:2 t ,~'"l'boye 

• 

of' Y;:9J3S f:; In 

-111 




